
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Recently, which of the following regional intergovernmental 

organization has been declared as the "LGBTIQ Freedom Zone"?  

a) European Union (EU)  

b) The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  

c) South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  

d) None of the above 

Answer: A 

The European Parliament has declared whole of the European Union (EU) as 

“LGBTIQ Freedom Zone” on March 11, 2021. The symbolic resolution was 

passed in response to local authorities in Poland labelling themselves "LGBT 

ideology-free zones" in recent years. Poland also plans to close a loophole that 

allowed same-sex couples to adopt.  

The Polish government announced its proposal for the adoption ban just hours 

before the European Parliament's declaration in support of LGBT rights. Same-

sex relationships are not legally recognised in Poland, and the country already 

bans same-sex couples from adopting children together.  

However, as single people are permitted to adopt, some have managed to get 

around the ban by applying to adopt as single parents. The EU resolution 

declares that "LGBTIQ persons everywhere in the EU should enjoy the freedom 

to live and publicly show their sexual orientation and gender identity without 

fear of intolerance, discrimination or persecution". It adds that "authorities at all 

levels of governance across the EU should protect and promote equality and the 

fundamental rights of all, including LGBTIQ persons''. 
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2. The Bamiyan/Bamyan Valley is located in which of the following 

country?  

a) China  

b) Afghanistan  

c) India  

d) Vietnam 

Answer: B 

Bamiyan Valley, also spelled as Bamyan Valley, is situated in the high mountains 

of the Hindu Kush in the central highlands of Afghanistan. The valley, which is 

set along the line of the Bamiyan River, was once integral to the early days of the 

Silk Roads, providing passage for not just merchants, but also culture, religion, 

and language.  

In March 2001, the Taliban began blowing up two monumental Buddha statues 

in Afghanistan’s Bamiyan Valley. Once among the tallest statues in the world, the 

ancient Bamiyan Buddhas were lost to the world forever, turned into 

smithereens through Taliban’s shelling. Now, two decades later, on the 

anniversary of the annihilation, the Bamiyan Buddhas have been brought back to 

life in the form of 3D projections in an event called “A Night with Buddha”. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Non-Aligned 

Movement (NAM)’:  

1. After the United Nations, it is the largest grouping of states worldwide. 

2. It was established in 1991.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: A 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a forum of 120 developing world states 

that are not formally aligned with or against any major power bloc. After the 

United Nations, it is the largest grouping of states worldwide. 
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Drawing on the principles agreed at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the Non-

Aligned Movement was established in 1961 in Belgrade, SR Serbia, Yugoslavia 

through an initiative of the Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Ghanaian 

President Kwame Nkrumah, Indonesian President Sukarno, Egyptian President 

Gamal Abdel Nasser, and Yugoslav President Josip Broz Tito.  

 

4. Recently ‘Air Bubble Agreement’ seen in NEWS, what is it about? 

a) airlines of countries in an arrangement will be permitted to fly           

passengers both ways. 

b) Purifying air around every country’s Parliament 

c) Its agreement made by Delhi Govt. with Norway to Tackle Delhi Air 

Pollution Issue. 

d) None of the above. 

Answer: A 

Air Bubble agreement is the term coined during COVID-19 pandemic. It means 

that airlines of both countries in an arrangement will be permitted to fly 

passengers both ways. 

 The Government of all the Nations is implementing the ‘Travel Bubble’ or ‘Air 

Bubble’ agreement between the countries to alleviate a large number of 

quarantine and COVID-19 testing rules in arrival destinations.With the 

agreement of Air bubbles or travel corridors, a system is established between 

two nations that perceive each other to be safe and allow carriers of both the 

countries to fly passengers either way without any restrictions. 
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5. With reference to Welfare policies in India, consider the following 

statements  

1. Skills Build platform launched by Directorate General of Supplies under 

the aegis of Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE)  

2. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship scheme of 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) 

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: B 

Skills build Platform Launched by Directorate General of Training (not 

Directorate General of supplies), under the aegis of Ministry of Skill 

Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE).  

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship scheme of the 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE). It was 

launched with an objective of enabling a large number of youths in India to take 

up skill training that is relevant to specific industry, which would help them in 

securing a better livelihood. 
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