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1. What are the terms ‘B.1.617, B.1.1.7 and B.1.351’ have been in the news recently? 

a) New species of the plant group pipe worts discovered in Western Ghats.  

b) New species of shrub frogs found in Western Ghats.  

c) New varieties of Wheat developed by the Indian scientists.  

d) Names of variants of the Coronavirus. 

Answer Exp: B.1.617, B.1.1.7 and B.1.351 these are names of variants of the Coronavirus. B.1.617, a 

“double mutant” virus, is held responsible for the spread of the pandemic in India recently. The variant is 

common in India —and has a couple of defining mutations, E484Q and L425R, that enable it to become 

more infectious and evade antibodies. Other variants of the coronavirus, B.1.1.7 and B.1.351 —have been 

termed the “United Kingdom” and “South Africa” variant, respectively, because they have mutations 

associated with large spikes in these countries. 

 

2. Which of the following Cabinet Committees is NOT chaired by the Prime Minister of 

India?  

a) Economic Affairs Committee  

b) Appointments Committee  

c) Political Affairs Committee  

d) Committee on Parliamentary Affairs 

 

Answer Exp: The Cabinet works through various committees. They are extra-constitutional as they are not 

mentioned in the Constitution. However, the Rules of Business provide for their establishment. They are of 

two types- standing and ad hoc. The former is of a permanent nature while the latter are of a temporary 

nature. The more important standing committees are four- Political Affairs Committee, Economic Affairs 

Committee, Appointment Committee and Parliamentary Affairs Committee. The first three are chaired by 

the Prime Minister of India and the last one (i.e., Committee on Parliamentary Affairs) by the Minister of 

Home Affairs. Of all the cabinet committees, the most powerful is the Political Affairs Committee, often 

described as a “Super-Cabinet”. 
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3. Consider the following statements Choose the correct: 

a) The Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is the portion of the bank deposits that a bank should keep with the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in cash form.  

b) An Open Market Operation (OMO) is the buying and selling of government securities in the open 

market by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

c) Both are not correct 

d) Both are Correct 

Answer Exp: The Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) is liquidity management and a monetary tool to regulate 

money supply. It is the portion of the bank deposits that a bank should keep with the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) in cash form. CRR deposits earn no interest. RBI uses CRR either to drain excess liquidity or to 

release funds needed for the growth of the economy from time to time. Increase in CRR means that banks 

have less funds available and money is sucked out of circulation. It is used when there is a relatively 

serious need to manage credit and inflation. Open Market Operations (OMOs) of the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) can be described as outright purchase and sale of government securities in the Open Market 

(open market essentially means banks and financial institutions) by the RBI in order to influence the 

volume of money and credit in the economy. Purchase of government securities injects money into the 

market and thus expands credit; sales have the opposite effect-absorb excess liquidity and shrink credit. 

 

4. The ‘New India Garden’ or ‘Nav Bharat Udyan’ is proposed to be built on the bank of the 

river  

a) Ganga  

b) Chenab  

c) Yamuna  

d) Godavari 

Answer Exp: The New India Garden or Nav Bharat Udyan is proposed to be built on the bank of the river 

Yamuna. The complex is being built as part of the Central Vista redevelopment project of the Government 

of India. The New India Garden will come up on 20.22 acres on the western bank of Yamuna. It is 

expected to be unveiled to the public by August 15, 2022, when India turns 75.  

The government in November 2020 announced that the length of the Central Vista axis which extends from 

the Rashtrapati Bhawan, through the North and South Blocks, over Rajpath and to India Gate, would 

double from 2.9km to 6.3km – right up to the Yamuna riverbank. The area houses India's government and 

parliamentary offices and has been is described as the "power corridor" of the country.  

The project seeks to improve infrastructure for the Government of India, including retrofitting and 

refurbishing some heritage buildings to make them functional and safe for future use. Scheduled between 

2020 and 2024, the project aims to revamp a 3 km long Rajpath between Rashtrapati Bhavan and India 

Gate, convert North and South Blocks to publicly accessible museums by creating a new common Central 

Secretariat to house all ministries, a new Parliament building near the present one with increased seating 

capacity for future expansion, new residence and office for the Vice President and the Prime Minister near 

the North and South Blocks and convert some of the older structures into museums.  
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5. Which of the following articles of the Constitution of India says that all persons are 

equally entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, practice and 

propagate religion?  

 

a) Article 14  

b) Article 21  

c) Article 25  

d) Article 32 

Answer Exp: The Supreme Court recently said persons above 18 years of age are free to choose their 

religion as it refused to entertain a plea seeking directions to the Centre and states to control black magic 

and religious conversion. The bench said there is no reason why a person above 18 can't be allowed to 

choose his religion. Article 25 of the Constitution of India says that all persons are equally entitled to 

freedom of conscience and the right to freely profess, practice and propagate religion. 
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