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1. Which company has delivered the first lot of light bulletproof vehicles to the Indian 

Air Force in collaboration with Lockheed Martin? 

a. Ashok Leyland 

b. TATA Motors 

c. Tesla 

d. Mahindra Motors 

 

Hinduja flagship firm Ashok Leyland said it has delivered the first lot of light bulletproof vehicles to the 

Indian Air Force in collaboration with Lockheed Martin. 

It has been developed under the transfer of technology (TOT) from Lockheed Martin to Ashok Leyland. It 

is completely indigenised and developed in India; Ashok Leyland added. LBPV has high off-road mobility 

in mud, sand, rocks, and shallow water. It can accommodate a crew of 6 with ample cargo space to carry 

substantial mission equipment. 

 

2. The Indus and Ganges River dolphins are both classified as: 

a. ‘Endangered’ species 

b. Vulnerable (VU) 

c. Near threatened (NT) 

d. Extinct in the wild (EW) 

 

The Indus and Ganges River dolphins are both classified as ‘Endangered’ species by the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Dr. Sinha who has been studying Ganges dolphins for almost 

four decades explains that physical barriers such as dams and barrages created across the river reduced the 

gene flow to a great extent making the species vulnerable  

The researchers studied ancient DNA that they got out of skulls and skeletons of Indus and Ganges river 

dolphins which were 20 to 30 to even 150 years old. Currently, they are classified as two subspecies under 

Platanista gangetica and this needs a revision. The study estimates that Indus and Ganges river dolphins 

may have diverged around 550,000 years ago. The international team studied body growth, skull 

morphology, tooth counts, colouration and genetic makeup and published the findings last month in Marine 

Mammal Science. 
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3. As per the latest data available, which of the following state of India is the highest 

contributor to the Government of India’s small savings schemes?  

a) Maharashtra  

b) Kerala  

c) Gujarat  

d) West Bengal 

 

West Bengal is the highest contributor to the government’s small savings schemes with a share of over 

15% in deposits at post offices and banks. The state contributed nearly ₹90,000 crore in these savings 

schemes in 2017-18. In total, the various National Savings Schemes attracted deposits of nearly ₹6 lakh 

crore in 2017-18, which is the latest data available as of April 1, 2021. These schemes require minimum 

investment as low as ₹1,000, which makes it possible for very low paid workers, or senior citizens, to save 

for a rainy day. After issuing an order to reduce interest rates on small savings schemes that would have 

delivered a blow to savers who depend on these schemes for income and social security, the Union 

government had withdrawn the order issued on 31 March 2021. 

 

4. Which of the following Ministry has recently launched the “Sankalp se Siddhi” - 

Village and Digital Connect Drive?  

a) Ministry of Rural Development  

b) Ministry of Science and Technology  

c) Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

d) Ministry of Finance  

 

Following the success of the Village and Digital connect initiative during which TRIFED’s regional 

officials across the country went to identified villages with a significant tribal population and supervised 

the implementation of the various programmes and initiatives earlier in 2021, TRIFED under Ministry of 

Tribal Affairs has now launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village and Digital Connect Drive. Starting from 

April 1, 2021, this 100-day drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each region from TRIFED and State 

Implementation Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) visiting ten villages each. 100 villages in each 

region and 1500 villages in the country will be covered in the next 100 days. The main aim of this drive is 

to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras in these villages.  

About TRIFED: Tribal Co-operative Marketing Federation of India (TRIFED) is a national level 

cooperative body under the administrative control of Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India. It 

was established under the Multi-state Co-operative Societies Act 1984 under the former Ministry of 

Welfare. Later it came under the control of Ministry of Tribal affairs. In order to empower the 

downtrodden tribal community, it started the procurement of tribal art and craft items firstly in 1999 

through its retail outlet called TRIBES INDIA. 
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5. What is the status of GIB (Great Indian Bustard) in IUCN List? 

a. Vulnerable (VU) 

b. Near threatened (NT) 

c. Critically Endangered (CE) 

d. None of the above 

 

The great Indian bustard (Ardeotis nigriceps) or Indian bustard is a bustard found on the Indian 

subcontinent. A large bird with a horizontal body and long bare legs, giving it an ostrich like appearance, 

this bird is among the heaviest of the flying birds.  

In 1994 great Indian bustards were listed as an endangered species on the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species. By 2011, however, the population 

decline was so severe that the IUCN reclassified the species as critically endangered. The species is 

critically endangered by hunting and loss of its habitat, which consists of large expanses of dry grassland 

and scrub. These birds are often found associated in the same habitat as blackbuck. It is protected under 

Wildlife Protection Act 1972 of India. 
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