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1. ‘SARTHAQ’, an implementation plan, which was launched recently, is related to 

which of the following? 

a) School education  

b) Environment  

c) Banking sector  

d) Health sector 

Union Education Minister recently chaired a high-level meeting on the implementation of the National 

Education Policy 2020 and released an implementation plan for school education called 'Students' and 

Teachers' Holistic Advancement through Quality Education (SARTHAQ)'. SARTHAQ, developed by 

the Department of School Education and Literacy, is an indicative and suggestive implementation plan for 

school education and was released as part of the celebrations leading to the Amrit Mahotsav on 75 years 

of India's independence. It 'delineates the roadmap and way forward for the implementation of NEP 2020'.  

 

2. With reference to “Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)”, consider the following 

statements:  

a) It is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has  special rights regarding the 

exploration and use of marine resources.  

b) It stretches from the baseline out to 100 nautical miles (nmi) from the coast of the state in 

question.  

c) Both are correct 

d) None of the above are correct 

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as prescribed by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea, is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights  regarding the exploration and use 

of marine resources, including energy 

production from water and wind.  

Exclusive economic zone (EEZ) stretches 

from the baseline out to 200 nautical 

miles  (nmi) from the coast of the state in 

question. It is also referred to as a 

maritime continental margin and, in 

colloquial usage, may include the 

continental shelf. The term does not 

include either the territorial sea or the 

continental shelf beyond the 200 nautical mile limit.  
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The difference between the territorial sea and the exclusive 

economic zone is that the first confers full sovereignty over 

the waters, whereas the second is merely a "sovereign 

right" which refers to the coastal state's rights below the 

surface of the sea. The surface waters, as can be seen in 

the map, are international waters. 
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3. The Kuruba community, which has been asking for inclusion of the community in the 

list of Scheduled Tribes (ST), is primarily located in which of the following states of 

India?  

a) Tripura  

b) Odisha  

c) Rajasthan  

d) Karnataka 

 

Members of the Kuruba community from the state of Karnataka have been asking for the inclusion of the 

community in the list of Scheduled Tribes (ST). Kuruba community is native to the Indian state of 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. They are the third-largest caste group in 

Karnataka. They practiced sheep/goat and cattle pastoralism, in that they either herded exclusively sheep, 

or a mixed herd of sheep and goats, or cattle. Shepherding was traditionally their primary occupation and 

still is for many, who lead a nomadic lifestyle. 

 

4. Recently which country’s Navy had appeared in Indian Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ)? 

a) China 

b) Pakistan 

c) USA 

d) Japan 

 

In a rare public statement, the U.S. Navy announced that its ship, USS John Paul Jones , had carried out 

Freedom of Navigation Operation 

(FONOP) in the Indian EEZ.  

It added that its operations had challenged 

what the U.S. called India’s excessive 

maritime claims. USS John Paul Jones 

asserted navigational rights and freedoms 

approximately 130 nautical miles west of the 

Lakshadweep Islands, inside India’s 

exclusive economic zone, without requesting 

India’s prior consent.  

India requires prior consent for military 

exercises or manoeuvres in its exclusive 

economic zone or continental shelf as per 

UNCLOS. The US Navy asserts that this 

claim is inconsistent with international law. 

 

 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS) 1982, also known as Law of the Sea divides 

marine areas into five main zones namely- Internal 

Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas. UNCLOS is the only 

international convention which stipulates a framework for 

state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It provides a different 

legal status to different maritime zones. It not only zones 

coastal states’ offshore areas but also provides specific 

guidance for states’ rights and responsibilities in the five 

concentric zones. 
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5. What is Abbreviation of ‘ASF’ recently seen in news stating Mizoram had to witnessed 

276 Domestic pigs’ death due to known reason? 

a) African Swine Fever  

b) African Sever Fever 

c) Alexander’s Syndrome of fever 

d) None of the above  

 

An outbreak of suspected African swine fever (ASF) has killed 276 domestic pigs in Lunglei district of 

Mizoram. As a part of the preventive measures, the local authorities have restricted the procurement and 

supply of pigs from and to the affected area and the district beyond. It is a highly contagious and fatal 

animal disease that infects and leads to an acute form of haemorrhagic fever in domestic and wild pigs.  

It was first detected in Africa in the 1920s. The mortality is close to 100% and since the fever has no cure, 

the only way to stop its spread is by culling the animals. ASF is not a threat to human beings since it only 

spreads from animals to other animals. It is a disease listed in the World Organisation for Animal Health 

(OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code and thus, reported to the OIE. 
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