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1. ‘Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary’ is situated in which of the following states?  

a) Madhya Pradesh  

b) Meghalaya  

c) Uttarakhand  

d) Assam 

Recently, the ambitious Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV2020) came to a close with the release of two 

rhinos in Assam’s Manas National Park transported from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary about 185 km to the 

east. Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary is nestled in the grasslands of Assam which is the dwelling place of the 

Greater Indian One-Horned Rhinoceroses with its highest population in the whole world. It is 

landlocked by Assamese villages from every side of it with the traditional Assamese culture.  

 

2. Asia’s largest Tulip Garden is located in which of the following state/union territory 

(UT) of India?  

a) Sikkim  

b) Jammu and Kashmir  

c) Arunachal Pradesh  

d) Uttarakhand 

Indira Gandhi Memorial Tulip garden, previously Model Floriculture Center, is a tulip garden in Srinagar, 

Jammu, and Kashmir. It is the largest tulip garden in Asia spread over an area of about 30 ha (74 acres). It 

is situated on the foothills of Zabarwan Range with an overview of Dal Lake. The garden was opened in 

2007 with the aim to boost floriculture and tourism in Kashmir Valley. 

 

3. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Directive Principles of State Policy 

(DPSP)':  

1. They are enumerated in Part IV-A of the Constitution of India.  

2. They aim at establishing political democracy in the country. 

3. They require legislation for their implementation.  

Which of the statements given above is/are INCORRECT?  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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The Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) are enumerated in Part IV of the Constitution of India 

from Articles 36 to 51. The phrase ‘Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP)’ denotes the ideals that the 

State should keep in mind while formulating policies and enacting laws. The Directive Principles of State 

Policy (DPSP) aim at establishing social and economic democracy in the country. The DPSP require 

legislation for their implementation. They are not automatically enforced.  

However, the DPSP are non-justiciable in nature, that is, they are not legally enforceable by the courts for 

their violation. Therefore, the government (Central, state and local) cannot be compelled to implement 

them. Nevertheless, the Constitution (Article 37) itself says that these principles are fundamental in the 

governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘International Centre for Settlement 

of Investment Disputes (ICSID)’: 

1. It provides facilities for the conciliation and arbitration of investment disputes between 

member countries and individual investors.  

2. It is a part of the World Bank Group.  

3. India is a member of the ICSID.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?   

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) is an international arbitration 

institution established in 1966 for legal dispute resolution and conciliation between international investors 

and States. The ICSID is part of and funded by the World Bank Group, headquartered in Washington, 

D.C., in the United States. Brazil, India, and South Africa are countries with large economies that have 

never been ICSID members. 

 

5.  “MACS 6478” is a newly developed variety of:  

a) Wheat  

b) Cotton  

c) Rice  

d) Sugarcane  

 

 “MACS 6478” is a new variety of wheat. It is developed by Scientists from Agharkar Research Institute 

(ARI), an autonomous institute of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of 

India. It has doubled the crop yield for farmers in Karanjkhop, a village in Maharashtra.  

The newly developed common wheat or bread wheat, also called high yielding Aestivum, matures in 110 

days and is resistant to most races of leaf and stem rust. The amber-coloured medium sized grain contains 
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14% protein, which is higher than other cultivated varieties. A research paper on this variety has been 

published in ‘International Journal of Current Microbiology and Applied Sciences’.  

 

6. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Trade -Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights (TRIPS)’:  

1. It is an international legal agreement between all the member nations of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO).  

2. Unlike other agreements on intellectual property, TRIPS has a powerful enforcement 

mechanism.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

The Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) is an 

international legal agreement between all the 

member nations of the World Trade Organization 

(WTO). It establishes minimum standards for the 

regulation by national governments of different 

forms of intellectual property (IP) as applied to 

nationals of other WTO member nations. Unlike 

other agreements on intellectual property, TRIPS 

has a powerful enforcement mechanism. States 

can be disciplined through the WTO's dispute 

settlement mechanism. 
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In 2001, developing countries, concerned that 

developed countries were insisting on an overly narrow 

reading of TRIPS, initiated a round of talks that 

resulted in the Doha Declaration. The Doha declaration 

is a WTO statement that clarifies the scope of TRIPS, 

stating for example that TRIPS can and should be 

interpreted in light of the goal "to promote access to 

medicines for all." 
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