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1. Consider the following statements regarding the Planet ‘Mars’:  
1. It is the smallest planet in the Solar System.  
2. It is often referred to as the "Red Planet”.  

3. It has five natural moons.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun and the second-smallest planet in the 
Solar System, being larger than only Mercury.  

 Mars is often referred to as the "Red Planet". It is the effect of the iron oxide 
prevalent on Mars's surface, which gives it a reddish appearance distinctive 
among the astronomical bodies visible to the naked eye. 

 Mars has two relatively small (compared to Earth's) natural moons, Phobos 
(about 22 kilometres in diameter) and Deimos (about 12 kilometres in 
diameter), which orbit close to the planet. 

 

2. Exercise Suraksha Kavach, recently seen in news, was a joint exercise 
between which of the following?  

a) Indian Army and Maharashtra Police  
b) Indian Army and Rajasthan Police  
c) Indian Army and Indian Navy  
d) Indian Navy and Indian Airforce 

 

 Agnibaaz Division organized a joint exercise for both Indian Army and 
Maharashtra Police at Lullanagar Pune recently.  
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 The aim of the exercise was to harmonize the drills and procedures of both 
Army and Police for activating anti-terrorist Quick Reaction Teams (QRTs) to 
counter any terrorist actions in Pune.  

 The exercise involved participation of Quick Reaction Teams, Dog Squads and 

Bomb Disposal Teams of Army as well as Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) and Quick 
Reaction Team of Maharashtra Police.  

 

3. Nechiphu Tunnel recently seen in news is located in which of the following 
state?  

a) Himachal Pradesh  
b) Uttarakhand  

c) Sikkim  
d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

 Nechiphu Tunnel foundation stone was laid on the Balipara-Charduar-Tawang 
(BCT) road in West Kameng district of Arunachal Pradesh.  

 The 450m-long tunnel, which will bypass the existing road, will be D-shaped and 
comprise two lanes of 3.5m width each.  

 Another 1.8 km-long tunnel is also being constructed on the BCT road and both will 

reduce distance to the area bordering China by 10km. It will be constructed by 
Border Road Organisation (BRO). 

 

4. Which of the following Article of the Constitution of India gives directive to 
the Union for development of the Hindi language?  

a) Article 39  
b) Article 51  

c) Article 351  
d) Article 50 

 

 Article 351 of the Constitution of India provides that it shall be the duty of the 
Union to promote the spread of the Hindi language to develop it so that it may 
serve as a medium of expression for all the elements of the composite culture of 
India  

 And by drawing, wherever necessary or desirable, for its vocabulary, primarily, on 

Sanskrit and secondarily on other languages. 
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5. The first human in space was Yuri Gagarin, who flew the Vostok 1 
spacecraft, was launched by which country? 

a) The United States (US)  

b) China  
c) The United Kingdom (UK)  
d) The Soviet Union (now Russia) 
 

 Human spaceflight (also referred to as manned spaceflight or crewed spaceflight) is 
spaceflight with a crew or passengers aboard a spacecraft, the spacecraft being 
operated directly by the onboard human crew.  

 The first human in space was Yuri Gagarin, who flew the Vostok 1 spacecraft, which 
was launched by the Soviet Union on 12 April 1961 as part of the Vostok program.  

 To date, Russia, the United States, and China are the only countries with public or 
commercial human spaceflight-capable programs.  

 The first private human spaceflight launch was a suborbital flight on SpaceShipOne 
on June 21, 2004. The first commercial orbital crew launch was by SpaceX in May 
2020, transporting, under government contract, astronauts to the International 
Space Station (ISS). 
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