
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. With reference to the “United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)”, 

consider the following statements:  

1) It has 50 members elected for staggered three-year terms on a 

regional group basis.  

2) It is headquartered in Paris, France.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: D 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) is a United Nations body 

whose mission is to promote and protect human rights around the world. The 

UNHRC has 47 members elected for staggered three-year terms on a regional 

group basis. The UNHRC was established by the UN General Assembly on 15 

March 2006 to replace the UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) that had 

been strongly criticised for allowing countries with poor human rights records 

to be members. The UNHRC investigates allegations of breaches of human rights 

in United Nations member states and addresses important thematic human 

rights issues such as freedom of association and assembly, freedom of 

expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT rights, and the 

rights of racial and ethnic minorities. The headquarters of UNHRC is in Geneva, 

Switzerland 
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2. Which of the following are benefits gained by Overseas Citizens of India -

OCIs? 

a) OCIs are entitled to a multipurpose, multiple entry, lifelong visa 

allowing them to visit India at any time, for any length of time and for 

any purpose. 

b) They are now not required to carry their old, expired passports for 

travel to India 

c) Both a & b 

d) Only b 

Answer: C 

Benefits for OCIs 
 People of Indian origin and the Indian diaspora having Overseas Citizens of 

India (OCI) cards are now not required to carry their old, expired 
passports for travel to India, as required earlier, according to a 
government notification that has been welcomed by members of the 
community. 

 OCIs are entitled to a multipurpose, multiple entry, lifelong visa allowing 
them to visit India at any time, for any length of time and for any purpose. 

 They are exempted from police reporting for any length of stay in the 
country. 

 If an individual is registered as an OCI for a period of five years, he/she 
is eligible to apply for Indian citizenship. 

 OCI cardholders can open special bank accounts in India, buy the non-farm 
property and exercise ownership rights and can also apply for a 
Permanent Account Number (PAN) card. 

 

3. With reference to the “United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

(UNITAR)”, consider the following statements:  

 1. It provides training and learning services to national and local 

government officials of UN member states as well as civil society representatives 

from around the world. 

 2. It was established in 1948.  

 3. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.  
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 a) 1 only  

 b) 2 and 3 only  

 c) 1 and 3 only 

 d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: C 

Recently, UNITAR has commended India's remarkable progress in reducing the 

premature mortality from Non-Communicable Diseases. The United Nations 

Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) is a dedicated training arm of the 

United Nations system. UNITAR provides training and capacity development 

activities to assist mainly developing countries with special attention to Least 

Developed Countries (LDCs), Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and other 

groups and communities who are most vulnerable, including those in conflict 

situations.  

The Institute provides training and learning services to national and local 

government officials of UN member states and civil society representatives from 

around the world. The UNITAR was established in December 1963. The UNITAR 

is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

4. A volcano eruption in Iceland recently seen in news. Exactlyafter how 

many years this awakening of volcano took place? 

a) 725 years 

b) 112 years 

c) 900 years 

d) 340years 

Answer: C 

Iceland witnessed the awakening of a volcano near its capital Reykjavik, for the 

first time in 900 years. Streams of red lava bubbled and flowed out of a fissure in 

a valley in Geldingadalur, close to Mount Fagradalsfjall on the Reykjanes 

peninsula in southwestern Iceland.As the lava flow slowed under rain showers, a 

blue gas plume and a vapour cloud rose from the site 
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The eruption took place in the Krysuvik volcanic system, which does not have a 

central volcano. The Krysuvik system has been inactive for the past 900 

years.The last eruption on the Reykjanes peninsula dates back almost 800 years 

and lasted about 30 years, from 1210 to 1240. 

 

But the region had been under increased surveillance for several weeks after a 

5.7-magnitude earthquake was registered on February 24 near Mount Keilir on 

the outskirts of Reykjavik.Since then, more than 50,000 smaller tremors had 

been registered, and magma was detected just one kilometre under the Earth’s 

surface in recent days near Fagradalsfjall.Iceland has 32 volcanic systems 

currently considered active, the highest number in Europe. The country has had 

an eruption every five years on average.The most recent eruption was at 

Holuhraun, beginning in August 2014 and ending in February 2015, in the 

Bardarbunga volcanic system in an uninhabited area in the centre of the island. 

 

5. Who were the participants in recently conducted Naval Exercise ‘PASSEX’? 

a) INDIA and SRILANKA 

b) INDIA and JAPAN 

c) INDIA and USA 

d) INDIA and INDONESIA 

Answer: C 

India and the U.S. recently kicked off a two-day naval exercise in the eastern 

Indian Ocean region, reflecting the growing congruence in their defence and 

military partnership. 

The Indian Navy deployed its warship Shivalik and long-range maritime patrol 

aircraft P8I in the ‘PASSEX’ exercise while the U.S. Navy was represented by the 

USS Theodore Rosevelt carrier strike group. A carrier battle group or carrier 

strike group is a mega naval fleet comprising an aircraft carrier, accompanied by 

a large number of destroyers, frigates and other ships.Besides the Indian Navy, 

the Malabar naval exercise was participated by the navies of the U.S., Australia 

and Japan. The four countries are part of the Quad or Quadrilateral 

coalition.China has been suspicious about the purpose of the Malabar exercise as 

it feels that the annual war game is an effort to contain its influence in the Indo-

Pacific region. 
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