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1. Consider the following about the Agasthyamala biosphere reserve.  

1. The reserve is home to Kani tribes from both Tamil Nadu and Kerala.  

2. The wildlife sanctuaries, Shendurney, Peppara and Neyyar, are located in it.  

3. It constitutes a biogeographical ‘hot spot’ within the Western Ghats.  

4. It is a part of World’s network of biosphere reserves.  

Choose the correct code from the Below: 

a) 2 and 3 only  

b) 1 and 4 only  

c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer:: The Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve is a biosphere reserve in India established in 2001, located 

in the southernmost end of the Western Ghats and includes 3,500.36 km
2
 (1,351.50 sq. mi) of which 1828 

km
2
 is in Kerala and 1672.36 km

2
 is in Tamil Nadu. It encompasses the wildlife santiaries Shendurney 

Wildlife Sanctuary, Peppara Wildlife Sanctuary, Neyyar Wildlife Sanctuary, and Kalakkad Mundanthurai 

Tiger Reserve. Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve became part of World Network of Biosphere Reserves in 

2016. It is also under UNESCO's world list of biosphere reserve. 

 

2. Project Elephant was launched by the Government of India in the year 1992 as a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme with which of the following objectives? 

1. Ecological restoration of existing natural habitats and migratory routes of elephants are 

builder 

2. Elephant Rehabilitation/Rescue Centres 

3. Research on Elephant management related issues 

Which of the above is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 1 and 2 only  

c) 2 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Answer::  Project Elephant was launched in 1992 by the Government of India Ministry of Environment 

and The Objectives are: 

 Ecological restoration of existing natural habitats and migratory routes of elephants are builder 

 Development of scientific and planned management for conservation of elephant habitats and 

viable population of Wild Asiatic elephants in India; 

 Research on Elephant management related issues; 

 Public education and awareness programmes; 

 Eco-development 

 Veterinary care 

 Elephant Rehabilitation/Rescue Centers 

 

3. Shivanasamudra waterfalls is situated on which of the following river?  

a) Godavari  

b) Krishna  

c) Kaveri  

d) Narmada 

Answer:: Shivanasamudra Falls is a waterfall in Chamarajanagar district of the state of Karnataka, India. It 

is situated along the river Kaveri (Cauvery). This is a segmented waterfall. Segmented waterfalls occur 

where the water flow is broken into two or more channels before dropping over a cliff, resulting in multiple 

sides by side waterfalls. 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding the ‘International Financial Services Centres 

(IFSC)’:  

1. It caters to customers outside the jurisdiction of the domestic economy.  

2. The first IFSC in India has been set up at the Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) 

in Gandhinagar.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer:: An International Financial Services Centres (IFSC) caters to customers outside the 

jurisdiction of the domestic economy. Such centres deal with flows of finance, financial products and 

services across borders. London and Singapore can be counted as global financial centres. Gujarat 

International Finance Tec (GIFT) City located on the banks of the Sabarmati River is India's first 

operational smart city and international financial services centre. 
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5. Which of the following article of the Constitution of India authorises the President of India to 

seek the opinion of the Supreme Court?  

a) Article 140  

b) Article 72  

c) Article 131  

d) Article 143 

Answer: Article 143 - Power of President to consult Supreme Court: 

1. If at any time it appears to the President that a question of law or fact has arisen, or is likely to 

arise, which is of such a nature and of such public importance that it is expedient to obtain the 

opinion of the Supreme Court upon it, he may refer the question to that Court for consideration 

and the Court may, after such hearing as it thinks fit, report to the President its opinion thereon. 

 

2. The President may, notwithstanding anything in the proviso to Article 131, refer a dispute of the 

kind mentioned in the said proviso to the Supreme Court for opinion and the Supreme Court 

shall, after such hearing as it thinks fit, report to the President its opinion thereon. 
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