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12/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
U.P.’s new population policy keeps all sections in mind: 
Adityanath 

 Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath launched the State’s 
population policy for 2021-2030. 

 He urged every section of society to join in the awareness 
programme for population control. 

 Mr. Adityanath said increasing population was the root of major 
problems and prevailing inequality in society. “Increasing population 
can be an obstacle to development,” he said here, stating that the new 
policy was drafted keeping in mind all sections of society. 
 
The new policy aims to  

 Decrease the Total Fertility Rate from 2.7 to 2.1 by 2026 and 1.7 by 
2030;  

 Increase Modern Contraceptive Prevalence Rate from 31.7 to 45 by 
2026 and 52 by 2030;  

 Increase male methods of contraception use from 10.8 to 15.1 by 
2026 and 16.4 by 2030;  

 Decrease Maternal Mortality Rate from 197 to 150 to 98 and  
 Infant Mortality Rate from 43 to 32 to 22 and Under 5 Infant 

Mortality Rate from 47 to 35 to 25. 
 Targeting population stabilization, the draft of the policy also said the 

state would attempt to maintain a balance of population among the 
various communities. “Awareness and extensive programmes would 
be held among those communities, cadres and geographical areas 
that have a higher fertility rate,” the policy read. 

 The State’s policy also aims at increasing the life expectancy from 
64.3 to 69 by 2030 and child sex ratio (0-6 years) from 899 to 919 by 
2030. 

 Uttar Pradesh first launched its population policy in 2000. 
 
Draft bill for population control 

 The policy comes at a time when The Uttar Pradesh State Law 
Commission has prepared a proposed draft bill for population 
control, under which a two-child norm would be implemented and 
promoted. 

 A person who will have more than two children after the law comes 
to force would be debarred from several benefits such as government 
sponsored welfare schemes, ration card units would be limited to 
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four, and the person will be barred from contesting elections to local 
authority or any body of the local self-government. 

 The person contravening the law would also become ineligible to 
apply for government jobs under the State government, will be 
barred from promotion in government services and will not receive 
any kind of subsidy. The provisions would come into force one year 
after the date of publication of the gazette, the draft says. 

 

Polity and Governance  
Lok Adalat resolves over 7,500 cases in Gurugram 
 

 More than 7,500 cases were disposed of at the Lok Adalats held in 
Gurugram as part of the second National Lok Adalat this year. 

 Lalita Patwardhan, Chief Judicial Magistrate and Secretary, District 
Legal Services Authority, Gurugram informed that around 35,000 
cases of all categories were taken up and 7,522 were disposed of. 
Lok Adalats 

 Lok Adalat (People’s Court) is one of the alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms, where the cases or disputes which are 
pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation stage are settled in 
an amicable manner.  

 It is a statutory body under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.  
 This system is based on Gandhian principles. The Lok Adalats are 

formed to fulfill the promise given by the preamble of the Indian 
Constitution– securing Justice – social, economic, and political of 
every citizen of India. Article 39A of the Constitution provides for 
free legal aid to the deprived and weaker sections of society and to 
promote justice on the basis of equal opportunity. Articles 14 and 
22(1) of the Constitution also make it compulsory for the State to 
guarantee equality before the law. 

 Lok Adalats serve very crucial functions in India due to many factors 
like pending cases, illiteracy, poverty, high vacancy in courts etc. 
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International Issue 
Kabul airport gets anti-missile system 
 

 Afghan authorities have installed an anti-missile system at Kabul 
airport to counter incoming rockets, as the Taliban pressed on with a 
blistering offensive across the country. 

 The Taliban have regularly launched rockets and mortars at 
government forces across the countryside. 

 Over the years, the U.S. military installed several C-RAMs (Counter 
Rocket, Artillery and Mortar Systems) across its bases, including at 
Bagram, to destroy incoming rockets targeting the facilities. The C-
RAMS includes cameras to detect incoming rockets and alert local 
forces. 

 Washington and its allies are due to end their military mission in 
Afghanistan at the end of next month. 

 The Islamic fundamentalist group’s rapid gains in recent weeks have 
raised fears about the security of the capital and its airport, with 
NATO keen to secure a vital exit route to the outside world for 
foreign diplomats and aid workers. 

 The newly installed air defence system has been operational in Kabul 
and the system has proven useful in the world in repelling rocket and 
missile attacks. 

 Turkey has promised to provide security for Kabul airport once the 
U.S. and NATO troops leave next month. 

 

Culture 
Bihar’s Kesaria Buddha stupa waterlogged 
 

 The world-famous Kesaria Buddha stupa in east Champaran district 
of Bihar is waterlogged following floods in some parts of the district 
after heavy rainfall in the catchment areas of river Gandak in Nepal. 
 
Kesaria Buddha stupa 

 The stupa, located about 110 km from the State capital Patna, has a 
circumference of almost 400 feet and stands at a height of about 104 
feet.  

 The first construction of the nationally protected stupa is dated to the 
3rd century BCE. 

 The original Kesaria stupa is said to date back to the time of emperor 
Ashoka (circa 250 BCE) as the remains of an Ashokan pillar was 
discovered there. 



 
 

 
 

                CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 It is regarded as the largest Buddhist stupa in the world and has 
been drawing tourists from across several Buddhist countries. 

 The ASI has declared it a protected monument of national 
importance. 

 

Defence 
HAL set to deliver first batch of 3 Light Combat Helicopters to 
IAF 
 

 
 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is gearing up to deliver the 

first batch of three Light Combat Helicopters (LCH) to the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) once acceptance tests are completed.  

 These are part of the 15 Limited Series Production (LSP) helicopters 
approved for the Army and the IAF (5 LHCs for Army and 10 for IAF). 

 On the remaining helicopters of the LSP series, the source added, “In 
the current year we are producing four LCH for the Army and two for 
the Air Force. Remaining six LCH will be produced next year.” 

 The LCH, the lightest attack helicopter in the world weighing 5.5 
tonnes. 

 It has been designed and developed by the HAL to meet the specific 
and unique requirements of the Indian armed forces and can operate 
at heights of 12,000 feet. 

 The Army Aviation operates smaller utility helicopters but does not 
have attack helicopters in its fleet and has for some time pitched for 
attack helicopters of its own to operate with its strike Corps.  

 The attack helicopter fleet is operated by the Air Force which 
provides close air support to the Army. 
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 The IAF operates the older Mi-25 and Mi-35 Russian attack 
helicopters which are in the process of being phased out and has 
inducted 22 AH-64E Apache attack helicopters from the U.S.  

 The Army will also start receiving the Apache attack helicopters from 
early 2023 onwards, six of which have been contracted under an 
estimated $800 mn deal from the U.S. 

 Presently, the Army has 90 Advanced Light Helicopters (ALH) and 75 
Rudra, weaponized ALH, helicopters in service which are 
indigenously designed and developed by the HAL in addition to 
around 160 older Cheetah and Chetak utility helicopters which are in 
need of urgent replacement. 

 

Culture 
Puri decked up for Rath Yatra without devotees for second 
successive year 

 Decorated chariots of Lord Balabhadra, Lord Jagannath and Devi 
Subhadra were positioned in ‘Bada Danda’ (Grand Road) in front of 
the 12th century Shree Jagannath Temple at Puri for the annual Rath 
Yatra. 

 Colourful chariots — Taladhwaja of Lord Balabhadra, Nandighosa of 
Lord Jagannath and Debadalana of Devi Subhadra — were pulled by 
‘sevayats’ (traditional priests of temple). 

 In view of the prevailing COVID-19 pandemic, this is the second 
successive year when the world famous Rath Yatra is being 
conducted without devotees. 
Rath Yatra 

 Ratha Yatra is a Hindu festival associated with Lord Jagannath held at 
Puri in the state of Odisha, India.  

 It is the oldest Ratha Yatra taking place in India and the World, whose 
descriptions can be found in Brahma Purana, Padma Purana, and 
Skanda Purana and Kapila Samhita. 

 This annual festival is celebrated on Ashadha Shukla Paksha Dwitiya 
(second day in the bright fortnight of Ashadha month). 

 The festival commemorates Jagannath's annual visit to Gundicha 
Temple via Mausi Maa Temple near Saradha Bali, Puri. 
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Environment 
A proposed elephant reserve in Chhattisgarh, and its reduced 
area 

 The proposed Lemru Elephant Reserve in Chhattisgarh, in the 
pipeline for 20 years, has become the subject of yet another 
controversy.  

 In a letter, the state Forest and Environment Department asked the 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) to make a 
presentation for decreasing the area of the proposed reserve.  

 The proposal for the reserve, in Korba district, was passed 
unanimously by the Assembly in 2005 and got central approval in 
2007.  

 Lemru is one of two elephant reserves planned to prevent human-
animal conflict in the region, with elephants moving into 
Chhattisgarh from Odisha and Jharkhand.  

 The reserve is part of an elephant corridor that connects Lemru 
(Korba), Badalkhol (Jashpur), Tamorpingla (Surguja). 

 Elephants are found in five divisions of the state. North Chhattisgarh 
alone is home to over 240 elephants.  

 More than 150 elephants have died in the state over the last 20 years, 
including 16 between June and October 2020. 
 
Why does the government want to reduce the size of the reserve? 

 The area proposed under the reserve is part of the Hasdeo Aranya 
forests, a very diverse biozone that is also rich in coal deposits. Of 22 
coal blocks in the area, seven have already been allotted with mines 
running in three, and in the process of being established in the other 
four. In 2020, five coal blocks from the region were put on the 
auction list. 

 

The 2020 Millennium Technology Prize  
 

 The 2020 Millennium Technology Prize has been awarded to Shankar 
Balasubramanian and David Klenerman. 

 The Millennium Technology Prize awarded by the Republic of 
Finland, along with top Finnish academic institutions and industries. 

 The Millennium Prize has a 21st century outlook, with a strong 
emphasis on innovation.  

 It’s awarded for their development of revolutionary DNA sequencing 
techniques. 
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 Their work is a perfect blend of science and innovation, and very apt 
as we have all heard a great deal about genome sequencing in the 
context of the ongoing pandemic. 

 Shankar Balasubramanian was born in Chennai, and has lived in 
England for most of his life. After his PhD, he joined the Chemistry 
Department, Cambridge University. He teamed up with David 
Klenerman, recruited by the Department around the same time.  

 DNA (or RNA, in some viruses), the genetic material of life forms, is 
made of four bases (A, T, G and C; with U replacing T in the case of 
RNA).  

 A chromosome is the duplex of a long linear chain of these – and in 
the DNA sequence is information – the blueprint of life. Life famously 
can replicate, and DNA replicates when an enzyme, DNA polymerase, 
synthesises a complementary strand using an existing DNA strand as 
the template. 
 
Breakthrough idea 

 The breakthrough idea of Balasubramanian and Klenerman was to 
sequence DNA (or RNA) using this process of strand synthesis.  

 They cleverly modified their ATGC bases so that each shone with a 
different colour. When copied, the “coloured” copy of DNA could be 
deciphered from the colours alone, using miniature optical and 
electronic devices. 

 A very significant advance in their “Next Generation Sequencing” 
(NGS) method lies in the size of DNA that could be sequenced at one 
go – more than a million base pairs can be sequenced, which 
translates to hundreds of genes or even the whole genome of an 
organism.  

 This is made possible by simultaneously sequencing hundreds of 
pieces of DNA at the same time.  

 Many copies of this long DNA “sentence” are randomly broken up 
into small pieces, each no more than a few hundred bases long, which 
are all sequenced together.  

 The “reads” are then fitted together, in the manner of a puzzle, to give 
the final sequence. 
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State news 
Choked lakes emitting tonnes of greenhouse gases 
 

 A study by researchers from the Department of Environmental 
Science, Bangalore University, has shown that the annual CO2 
emissions in six lake series, which are in turn connected to other 
lakes in a cascading manner, has gone up by more than half a 
tonne/year between 2017 and 2019. 

 The water bodies emit several tonnes of greenhouse gases, due to 
sewage flow and dumping of waste. 

 Byramangala lake, which is in the Vrishabhavathi valley, had the 
highest amount of CO2 emission. In the three-year period, the annual 
emission also increased from 8.1 to 8.8 tonnes. During this period, 
Varthur lake also witnessed a 7.7 tonne to 8.4 tonne increase in 
annual CO2 emission. In Yele Mallappa Chetty lake, it went up from 
6.9 to 7.5 tonnes. 

 Apart from CO2, methane, hydrogen sulfide and other gases are also 
emitted by lakes. 

 While low levels of such gases are produced in a normal situation, the 
flow of untreated sewage and dumping of garbage have exacerbated 
the situation.  

 Sewage water is rich in nutrients and toxic chemicals. It enhances 
algal growth and leads to eutrophication of the lake.  

 Algae on decomposition settles at the bottom of the lake resulting in 
production of greenhouse gases, which will enter into the lake 
column resulting in alteration of regional climate. 

 Long-term exposure to toxic gases can cause serious health issues. 
This is particularly true for residents in the vicinity. It is important to 
stop the flow of untreated sewage to lakes. A detailed study is needed 
to understand the effects of emission of such gases from polluted 
water bodies. 
Eutrophication 

 Eutrophication is an enrichment of water by nutrient salts that 
causes structural changes to the ecosystem such as: increased 
production of algae and aquatic plants, depletion of fish species, 
general deterioration of water quality and other effects that reduce 
and preclude use. 
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Karnataka's first train with 2 Vistadome coaches flagged off 
in Mangalore 

 South Western Railway has introduced two Vistadome coaches 
between Bengaluru and Mangaluru.  

 Karnataka's first train with two Vistadome coaches was flagged off in 
Mangalore on July 11 2021. 

 It has been introduced in a train travelling b/w Mangalore Junction & 
Yesvantpur. It will be a daily service.  

 Indian Railway will operate the Vistadome coaches through Western 
Ghats, specifically the Sakleshpur-Subrahmanya Ghat section 

 The train will give the passengers an opportunity to view the 
picturesque scenery of nature during day time. 

 The Vistadome coach has been manufactured by Integral Coach 
Factory, Chennai on the LHB (Linke-Hofmann-Busch 
platform/technology).  
 
Features of Vistadome coach: 

 There are glass rooftops which offer views of the sky to the 
passengers. These rooftops have anti glare screens too. 

 The coach is equipped with CCTV surveillance, fire safety systems, 
LED display, oven and refrigerator, mini pantry, multi-tiered steel 
luggage shelves, mobile charging socket on each seat, 'content-on-
demand' viewable by passengers. Further, the coach is equipped with 
automatic sliding doors and bio-toilets. 

 The coaches are also equipped with GPS based public- address 
system & Braille signage to assist 'Divyang' (visually challenged) 
passengers. There is also a space, sort of lounge provided at the far 
end of the coach with a large viewing window. 
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Karnataka and Tamil Nadu sparring over the Mekedatu dam project 

 
 
The story so far:  

 On July 6 2021, Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa said in 
Bengaluru that his government would go ahead with the long-
pending Mekedatu dam project in the Cauvery Basin to cater to the 
drinking water needs of the Bengaluru Metropolitan City and 
surrounding areas.  

 On the same day, in New Delhi, Tamil Nadu’s Water Resources 
Minister Durai Murugan met Union Minister for Jal Shakti, Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat, and impressed upon him not to grant Centre’s 
clearance for the project.  

 This was preceded by a July 3 2021 letter Mr. Yediyurappa wrote to 
his Tamil Nadu counterpart M.K. Stalin, calling for talks on the 
subject. However, the latter did not explicitly react to Mr. 
Yediyurappa’s offer of negotiations, even as he explained why Tamil 
Nadu continued to oppose the project. Mr. Stalin has called an all-
party meeting in Chennai on July 12 2021. 
 
Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal and the Supreme Court say 

 The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal, in its final order in February 
2007, made allocations to all the riparian States — Karnataka, Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu, apart from the Union Territory of Puducherry. It 
also stipulated “tentative monthly deliveries during a normal year” to 
be made available by Karnataka to Tamil Nadu. 

 Aggrieved over the final order for different reasons, the States had 
appealed to the Supreme Court. 



 
 

 
 

                CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 In February 2018, the court, in its judgment, revised the water 
allocation and increased the share of Karnataka by 14.75 thousand 
million cubic feet (tmc ft) at the cost of Tamil Nadu.  

 The enhanced quantum comprised 4.75 tmc ft for meeting drinking 
water and domestic requirements of Bengaluru and surrounding 
areas. 
 
Karnataka’s plan 

 Encouraged by the Supreme Court verdict, Karnataka, which sees the 
order as an endorsement of its stand, has set out to pursue the 
Mekedatu project.  

 Originally proposed as a hydropower project, the revised Mekedatu 
dam project has more than one purpose to serve. Estimated to cost 
₹9,000 crore, the project envisages the construction of a reservoir 
of 67.16-tmc ft capacity, which will come up about 4 km away from 
the Karnataka-Tamil Nadu border. A hydropower plant of nearly 
400 MW has also been proposed. 

 The Karnataka government has argued that the proposed reservoir 
will regulate the flow to Tamil Nadu on a monthly basis, as stipulated 
by the Tribunal and the Supreme Court. This is why Mr. Yediyurappa 
has contended that the project will not affect the interests of Tamil 
Nadu farmers. 
 
Reason for Tamil Nadu’s opposition 

 Tamil Nadu feels that Karnataka, through the project, will impound 
and divert flows from “uncontrolled catchments” to it, a component 
which was taken into account by the Tribunal in the 2007 order 
while arriving at the water allocation plan for the State.  

 As per an estimate, around 80 tmc ft of water flows annually to Tamil 
Nadu, thanks to the catchments including the area between Kabini 
dam in Karnataka and Billigundulu gauging site on the inter-State 
border, and the area between Krishnaraja Sagar dam in Karnataka 
and the gauging site. 

 As the upper riparian State has adequate infrastructure even now to 
address the water needs of Bengaluru, there is no need for the 
Mekedatu project, according to Tamil Nadu.  

 The Mekedatu project also does not find mention in the Tribunal’s 
final order or the Supreme Court judgment. 

 Besides, given the unpleasant experiences that it has had with 
Karnataka in securing its share of the Cauvery water over the years, 
Tamil Nadu is wary of the assurances of the other side. 
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What happens next? 
 Tamil Nadu’s petitions against the project are pending with the 

Supreme Court. The project is yet to get environmental clearance 
from the Centre. A way out can be found if the two parties agree to 
the idea of a joint execution, operation and maintenance of the 
project or a third party’s participation. 

 

13/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
Lakshadweep administration justifies dairy farms closure 
 

 The Lakshadweep administration tried to justify its decision to close 
down dairy farms in the islands. 

 The administration informed the Kerala High Court that the 
administration has to suffer a loss of more than Rs 90 lakhs per year 
to sustain the dairy farms. 

 The decision to close down the farms has been taken after a thorough 
analysis of the functioning of the farms and the heavy loss sustained 
to the public exchequer. It is a policy decision taken for valid 
reasons.  

 The Director, Animal husbandry, has submitted a report stating that 
there are 34 animals on the dairy farm at Kavaratti and a total 
number of 14 casual labourers are working on the farm. 

 However, the average daily milk production is only 87 litres per day. 
Only about 150 to 200 persons are being provided milk in limited 
quantities.  

 The population of the island is more than 10,000. The number of 
animals on the dairy farm at Minicoy is 34.  There are 16 casual 
labourers engaged in various works on the farm.  

 The average milk production is only 83 litres per day. The population 
in Minicoy Island is also more than 10,000. 

 The decision to disengage excess casual employees working in 
various establishments was a step to prevent loss to the public 
exchequer. No government could afford to keep casual employees 
and pay them without any work. 

 In another affidavit filed in response to a writ petition by 
Lakshadweep MP, Mohammed Faizal PP challenging the draft 
regulations, the administration said that an effective, meaningful and 
transparent consultation process was undertaken by the  
Administration in the case of all the regulations. 
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China says it ‘drove away’ U.S. warship 
 

 China’s military said it “drove away” a U.S. warship that illegally 
entered Chinese waters near the Paracel Islands. 

 On Monday, the anniversary of an international court ruled that 
Beijing had no claim over the South China Sea. 

 The USS Benfold entered the waters without China’s approval, 
seriously violating its sovereignty and undermining the stability of 
the South China Sea, the southern theatre command of the People's 
Liberation Army said. 

 “We urge the United States to immediately stop such provocative 
actions,” it said in a statement. 

 The Benfold asserted navigational rights and freedoms in the vicinity 
of the Paracel Islands consistent with international law, the U.S. Navy 
said in a statement. 

 “Under international law, the ships of all states enjoy the right of 
innocent passage through the territorial sea," the U.S. Navy added. 
“By engaging in innocent passage without giving prior notification, 
the U.S. challenged these unlawful restrictions imposed by China, 
Taiwan and Vietnam." 
Background 

 On July 12, 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague 
ruled that China had no historic title over the South China Sea, a 
ruling that Beijing said it would ignore. 

 The islands are claimed by China, Taiwan and Vietnam, which require 
either permission or advance notification before a military vessel 
passes through. 

 Hundreds of other islands, reefs and atolls in there source-rich 
waterway are contested by Brunei, China, Malaysia and the 
Philippines, with China claiming rights to resources within its so-
called nine-dash line, or most of the region. 

 
Lightning is the biggest natural disaster-linked killer in India: data 
 

 With the monsoon making a slow revival over several parts of India, 
except the northwest region, there is a rise in lightning-linked deaths. 

 Nearly 68 were reportedly struck dead by lightning on a single day in 
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh, according to reports 
from States.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced an ex gratia of ₹2 lakh 
each for the next of kin of those killed due to the lightning strikes in 
all the three States and ₹50,000 for the injured. 
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 Over the years, the Home Ministry’s statistics consistently cited 
lightning as the biggest natural disaster-linked killer in India. 
 
Previous year analysis 

 In 2019, an analysis by private weather company Skymet reported 
that five States accounted for half the lightning strikes in that year, 
led by Odisha with 9,37,462 strikes or about 16% of the cloud-to-
ground strikes. There were 20 million lightning strikes in that period 
with over 72% of them being instances of “in-cloud” lightning. 

 The most recent statistics from the National Crime Records Bureau, 
from 2019, said that year, there were 8,145 deaths in the country 
attributable to forces of nature.  

 Of these, 35.3% deaths were reported due to ‘lightning’, 15.6% 
deaths due to ‘heat/sun stroke’ and 11.6% deaths due to ‘flood’. Most 
of those who died due to accidents caused by forces of nature were 
reported to be belonging to the age-group of 30-45 (25.3%) and 45-
60 (24.9%) altogether. 

 Under ‘lightning’, Bihar (400), Madhya Pradesh (400), Jharkhand 
(334) and Uttar Pradesh (321) reported the maximum number of 
victims. 

 Experts have warned of a rise in lightning disasters partly due to the 
cascading effects of global warming.  

 The annual lightning deaths had risen nearly two and a half times 
from the late 1960s to 2019 and were directly linked to the climate 
crisis that increased moisture over land due to warming. 

 Several weather agencies now issue lightning-related warnings and 
there are apps that generate customised forecasts.  

 However, a large proportion of deaths are in rural areas with open 
fields and people, in order to take shelter from the rain, choose to 
stay under trees that are frequently struck by lightning. 

 
G-secs: RBI unveils retail direct scheme 

 The RBI announced the unveiling of a scheme under which retail 
investors will be allowed to open retail direct gilt accounts (RDG) 
directly with the central bank. 

 RDG accounts can be opened through a dedicated online portal, 
which will provide registered users access to primary issuance of 
government securities and to NDS-OM.  

 The scheme is a one-stop solution to facilitate investment in 
government securities (G-secs) by individual investors. 
G-secs 
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 Government Securities, or G-Secs, are debt papers issued by the 
Reserve Bank of India, or RBI, on behalf of the Government of India 
or state governments. 

 When the government requires money, it issues bonds of various 
maturities.  

 Debt funds, banks and financial institutions purchase these 
instruments. Besides debt funds, there are specific mutual funds that 
invest only in such instruments. These are called gilt funds. They are 
pure debt funds that have a minimum of 80% of the portfolio 
invested in G-Secs and State Development Loans (SDLs), the balance 
in cash and cash equivalents. 

 
Indian stem cell & developmental biologist part of WHO advisory 
committee on human genome editing 

 Indian stem cell and developmental biologist Prof. Maneesha S 
Inamdar has been part of the WHO Expert Advisory Committee on 
Developing Global Standards for Governance and Oversight of Human 
Genome Editing. 

 This committee released two new companion reports providing the 
first global recommendations to help ensure that human genome 
editing is used for public health, with an emphasis on safety, 
effectiveness, and ethics. 

 The reports, released on July 12, 2021, contained a forward-looking 
Governance Framework for oversight mechanisms for research into 
and potential application of human genome editing technology at 
institutional, national, regional and international levels. 

 Professor Maneesha S Inamdar, along with her group, is conducting 
research at the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 
Research, Bengaluru, an autonomous Institute of the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST) that uses gene-editing tools to 
manipulate stem cells in vitro.  

 This can generate disease models for scientific insight into human 
development and devising therapeutic strategies. 

 She pioneered human embryonic stem cell derivation and use in 
India and has contributed significantly to national and international 
stem cell guidance documents, ethics committees, and training 
programs. 
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40th foundation day of National Bank For Agriculture And Rural 
Development (NABARD) 
 

 Union Agriculture Minister Shri Narendra Singh Tomar addresses a 
webinar on 40th foundation day of National Bank For Agriculture 
And Rural Development. 

 The Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri 
Narendra Singh Tomar said that the progress of small and medium 
farmers is the main aim of the government. Under the historic 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme, an amount of Rs 1.35 
lakh crore has been transferred directly to bank accounts of more 
than 11 crore such farmers.  

 NABARD played an important role in record purchase by disbursing 
about Rs. 50 thousand crore rupees to the state marketing 
associations. Shri Tomar said this while addressing the webinar on 
40th foundation day of NABARD. 

 Shri Tomar said that it is extremely important to provide timely 
credit to small and marginal farmers. The government successfully 
campaigned in mission mode to provide Kisan Credit Cards to PM-
Kisan beneficiaries. 

 

National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) 
 NABARD was established on the recommendations of the B.Sivaraman 

Committee on 12 July 1982 to implement the National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural Development Act 1981. 

 It is an apex regulatory body for overall regulation and licensing of 
regional rural banks and apex cooperative banks in India.  

 It is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance , Government of 
India.  

 The bank has been entrusted with "matters concerning policy, 
planning, and operations in the field of credit for agriculture and other 
economic activities in rural areas in India".  

 NABARD is active in developing & implementing Financial Inclusion. 
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State news 
Karnataka to try Ayurveda for treating anaemia in kids 
 

 The state government is planning to introduce ayurvedic treatment 
for addressing anaemia among children in the state.  

 The programme will be launched on a pilot basis shortly and will 
focus on addressing anaemia mostly through food supplements and 
other Ayurvedic remedies. 

 To begin with, the government will focus on Raichur and Yadgir, the 
two aspirational districts in Karnataka as identified by the NITI Ayog 
and prioritised under the National Nutrition Mission.  

 Ayush would lay emphasis on providing nutritional foods that would 
improve digestion and efficacy of nutrition absorption For example, 
food substances such as ghee, drumstick leaves, figs, raisins among 
others. 

 An expert committee of Ayurveda doctors has already been 
constituted and these professionals will recommend the nutrition to 
be given to children.  

 If the pilot programme achieves good results, it will later be 
expanded to other districts.  

 According to information provided by the government in the 
Akanksha portal, more than 50% of children in Yadgir and Raichur 
are anaemic.  

‘Akanksha’ portal 
 The Akanksha platform was launched to streamline Corporate Social 

Responsibility funding for developmental programmes in the State. 
 The portal – akanksha.karnataka.gov.in – was developed in 

collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 

 Companies, who by law are mandated to spend 2 percent of their 3-
year net profits on welfare activities, can now check the website and 
opt to fund the programme of their choice. 

 The portal will also aid NGOs involved in various social and economic 
development activities to garner funds from companies. 

 The portal will serve as a bridge between donors and the government 
and will ensure that the government is able to gain more funds for 
backward areas of the State. 
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Karnataka government's Anubhava Mantapa runs into land trouble 
 

 The Karnataka government’s ambitious Anubhava Mantapa project 
has run into land trouble with farmers demanding compensation on a 
par with the market value. 

 The Rs 500-crore Anubhava Mantapa project is coming up on 101 
acres at Basavakalyan in Bidar.  

 The government had to acquire 69 acres of land for the project from 
local landowners, who have sought compensation on a par with 
market value. This has delayed the land acquisition process. 

 Meetings of the Kaginele Development Authority and Sangolli 
Rayanna Authority were also held to approve the action plan for the 
fiscal year. 

 The construction of a military school at Sangolli, the birthplace of 
Rayanna has been completed and the CM directed the Authority to 
sign the MoU with the Defence Ministry for starting of academic 
activities, recruitment of teachers and other staff. 
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14/07/2021 
Governance 
Funding gap may stump ‘Housing for All’ goal 
 

 Ratings agency ICRA’s analysis on the implementation of Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY). 
Concern 

 The government‘s promise to provide ‘Housing for All’ by 2022 faces 
a severe funding crunch even as implementation is running behind 
schedule. 

 The Centre had promised to build 50 million houses by 2022 under 
the PM Awas Yojana (PMAY) unveiled in 2015, but subsequently 
scaled-down the target to 32.6 million. 

 Even the scaled down target may be difficult to meet by next year, as 
there is a ‘large’ ₹1.24 lakh crore funding gap to be bridged in the 
next eighteen months, ratings agency ICRA said. 

 Only 43% of the 11.2 million urban housing units have been built so 
far. 

 In the absence of a substantial ramp-up in budgetary allocation, the 
execution could continue to lag, while the dependence on extra-
budgetary resources was likely to remain elevated, ICRA said. 

 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 

 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) is a government initiative that 
aims to provide affordable housing for all. 

 It was launched on 1st June 2015. 
 Under this scheme, affordable, eco-friendly houses will be built in the 

urban areas for the benefit of the poor residing in those places. 
 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) (PMAY-U) seeks to address the 

urban poor’s housing requirements through the following 
programme verticals:  

o Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with the participation of 
private developers using the land as a resource. 

o Promotion of Affordable Housing for the weaker section 
through credit-linked subsidy. 

o Affordable Housing in Partnership with Public and Private 
Sectors. 

o Subsidy for the beneficiary-led individual house 
construction/enhancement. 

 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) (PMAY-G) was launched by 
revamping the rural housing scheme Indira Awas Yojana. 
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 Under this scheme, financial assistance is provided for the 
construction of pucca houses for all the homeless and households 
living in dilapidated houses in rural areas. 

 
India’s trade with China soared 62% in H1 

 According to data released by China’s General Administration of 
Customs, India’s trade with China in the first half of 2021 rose by a 
record 62.7%, the highest increase among China’s major trade 
partners with total two-way trade surpassing the pre-pandemic 
levels. 

 Two-way trade in the first six months of 2021 was $57.48 billion, the 
highest on record for the first half. Bilateral trade surged from the 
year-earlier period, when trade  

 India’s imports were driven by record purchases of medical supplies. 
 India’s exports to China climbed 69.6% to $14.72 billion which 

included iron ore, cotton, and other raw material-based 
commodities.  

 The trade deficit after the first six months stood at $28.04 billion. 
 

S&P retains its lowest rating for India with stable outlook 
 S&P Global Ratings affirmed its lowest investment-grade sovereign 

rating (BBB-) for India with a stable outlook, holding that the 
country’s recovery will gain pace through the second half of the fiscal 
year 2021-22 (FY22) and into the following year, helping stabilize its 
overall credit profile. 

 “The stable outlook reflects our expectation that India’s economy will 
recover following the resolution of the coronavirus pandemic and 
that the country’s strong external settings will act as a buffer against 
financial strains despite elevated government funding needs over the 
next two years," the rating agency said. 

 The affirmation comes as a breather for the government amid a rising 
debt-to-GDP (gross domestic product) ratio, which is projected to 
have crossed 90% of the GDP in FY21, higher than India’s peers. 

 The other two key rating agencies, Fitch and Moody’s, have the 
lowest investment-grade sovereign rating for India with a negative 
outlook. 

 S&P has projected the Indian economy to grow at 9.5% in FY22 over 
a very weak base of record 7.3% contraction in FY21.  

 It said the government’s robust expenditure programme this year 
should help the economy heal faster, but will also further strain its 
weak finances. 
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Uttarakhand suspends Kanwar Yatra 
 

 Uttarakhand has decided to suspend this year's Kanwar Yatra in view 
of the COVID-19 situation, “giving top priority to the protection of 
human life”.  

 A detailed discussion was held on the occurrence of the Delta Plus 
variant of COVID, the possibility of a third wave and its effects in the 
country and abroad. The opinion of experts in this regard was also 
considered. 
Kanwar Yatra 

 The Kanvar Yatra is an annual pilgrimage of devotees of Shiva, known 
as Kanvarias or "Bhole", to Hindu pilgrimage places of Haridwar, 
Gaumukh and Gangotri in Uttarakhand and Sultanganj in Bihar to 
fetch holy waters of the Ganges River. 

 Millions of participants gather sacred water from the Ganga and 
carry it across hundreds of miles to dispense as offerings in their 
local Śiva shrines, or specific temples such as Pura Mahadeva and 
Augharnath temple in Meerut, and Kashi Vishwanath, Baidyanath, 
and Deoghar in Jharkhand. 

 
NTPC to set up India’s single largest solar park at Rann of Kutch 
 

 
 NTPC Renewable Energy Ltd, a 100% subsidiary of NTPC, has 

received the go-ahead from the Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy (MNRE) to set up a 4,750 MW renewable energy park at Rann 
of Kutch in Khavada, Gujarat.  

 This will be India’s largest solar park to be built by the largest power 
producer in the country. 
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 As a part of its green energy portfolio augmentation, NTPC Ltd, 
India’s largest energy integrated company, aims to build 60 GW 
Renewable Energy Capacity by 2032. 

 Recently, NTPC has also commissioned India’s largest Floating Solar 
of 10 MW (ac) on the reservoir of Simhadri Thermal Power Plant, 
Andhra Pradesh. 

 NTPC has recently revised its target of achieving 60GW renewables 
capacity by 2032, almost doubling the earlier target.  

 Recently, NTPC has commissioned India’s largest floating solar 
project of 10MW at Visakhapatnam. 

 
India's first Green Hydrogen Mobility project 
 

 
 

 Leh is soon to become India 's  first city to implement a green 
hydrogen  based mobility project with zero emission. 

 REL, a 100% subsidiary of NTPC, signed a MoU with the Union 
Territory of Ladakh, to set up the country’s first green Hydrogen 
Mobility project in the region.  

 The signing of the MoU was also marked with the inauguration of 
NTPC’s first solar installations in Leh in the form of solar trees and a 
solar carport. 

 The MoU will enable NTPC to help Ladakh develop a carbon free 
economy based on renewable sources and green hydrogen.  

 This is also in line with the  Prime Minister’s vision of a ‘carbon 
neutral’ Ladakh.  
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 NTPC has planned to ply 5 hydrogen buses, to start with, in the 
region and the company will be setting up a solar plant and a green 
hydrogen generation unit in Leh towards this end.  

 NTPC has been aggressively pushing for greening its portfolio and the 
green hydrogen project is another step towards achieving a low 
carbon footprint.  

 NTPC has also been promoting usage of green hydrogen based 
solutions in sectors like mobility, energy, chemical, fertilizer, steel 
etc. 

 

State news 
Karnataka government now allows citizens to define their 
family 

 Citizens in Karnataka can soon define ‘family’ on their own terms 
without conforming to traditional, official meanings for the purpose 
of availing government services and benefits.  

 This is under the ambitious Kutumba (Family ID) project, a 
comprehensive database that the government wants to use for 
automatic disbursal of benefits to eligible citizens without them 
having to even apply.  

 The software for citizens to register their families is under 
development.  

 Details 
 “Any citizen would be able to register in Kutumba by providing 

information relating to his/her spouse and all unmarried children. 
However, at the discretion of the resident applying, the family may 
include other relatives also,” a government order said.  

 The order specifically states that “single members 
(widows/destitutes/unmarried orphans) without parents, 
unmarried brother or sister living with a married sibling as parents 
are deceased and unmarried siblings living together as parents are 
deceased” can also be registered as family. 

 Every government scheme comes with a definition of family. Some 
say there has to be a husband, wife and unmarried children. Some say 
husband, wife and minor children. Some say husband, wife and 
unmarried daughters. 

 What if there are divorcees? So, the scheme allows residents 
themselves to define their family. 

 Data on the families that citizens create will then be shared with 
government departments to determine eligibility for services and 
benefits. 
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 The Family ID project was first rolled out in August 2019 as a pilot 
project in Srirangapatna taluk in Mandya district. Following its 
success, the project was extended to the entire state in May 2020.  

 Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa, in his 2021-22 Budget, announced 
that the Family ID will be used to create an Integrated Social 
Protection System, consisting of a social registry and an entitlement 
management system.   

 Family ID has been created for 5.5 crore residents till now. 
 
Lok Adalat goes online: 30 cases resolved 
 

 The first Lok Adalat after the Covid-19 was conducted through video 
conferencing. 

 The Lok Adalat bench comprising Justice Alok Aradhe, also the 
Chairman of High Court Legal Services Committee and conciliator 
Vijay Kumar Patil settled 31 cases. 

 The secretary of the High Court Legal Services Committee has 
requested advocates and litigants to make use of virtual Lok Adalat 
for settlement of cases during Covid-19 pandemic. 
Lok Adalats 

 Lok Adalats were established to make justice accessible and 
affordable to all. 

 It was a forum to address the problems of crowded case dockets 
outside the formal adjudicatory system. 

 The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, inserted Article 39A 
to ensure “equal justice and free legal aid”.  

 To this end, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by 
Parliament and it came into force in 1995 “to provide free and 
competent legal services to weaker sections of the society” and to 
“organise Lok Adalats to secure that the operation of the legal system 
promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity”. 

 As an alternative dispute resolution tool, Lok Adalats are regularly 
organised to help parties reach a compromise. 
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Panel to decide amendments to Karnataka Universities Act 
 

 An expert committee under senior academician Dr Vasudev Atre has 
been set up to look into the amendments proposed to the Karnataka 
State Universities Act (KSU) to bring in a uniform act for all state-run 
varsities in the state. 

 The committee was formed after the Union government had sought 
clarification on the amendments forwarded to the president by 
Governor Vajubhai vala, who also is the chancellor of the universities. 

 The Union government, which analysed the Act, had sought 
clarification on nine points. Now to address these queries, the higher 
education department has constituted the committee.  

 Some universities in the state, though run by the government, do not 
come under the existing Act.  

 Hence, the government decided to bring a uniform Act by amending 
the KSU Act.  

 These amendments have been passed by the legislature and were 
sent to the government for approval. The government has forwarded 
the same to the president. 
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