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1. Who was the first economist to propose a systematic theory of population?  

A. Thomas Robert Malthus  

B. Adam Smith  

C. David Ricardo  

D. John Maynard Keynes 

 

2. Recently, Barren Island seen in news, is a part of which territory? 

A. Maldives  

B. Lakshadweep  

C. Andaman and Nicobar  

D. Daman and Diu 

 

3. North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach (NECTAR), an 
autonomous society, is set up under which of the following Ministry?  

A. Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region  

B. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology  

C. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship  

D. Ministry of Science and Technology 
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4. Recently, Damini Alert app was in the news which is related to:  

A. Earthquake  

B. Volcano  

C. Tsunami  

D. Lightning 

 

5. With reference to the 'One Nation, One Ration Card' scheme, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?  

 1. Migrants are not covered under the scheme.  

 2. People Below Poverty Line (BPL) category are eligible to get the benefit of this 
scheme.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below:  

A. 1 only  

B. 2 only  

C. Both 1 and 2  

D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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OUTLINE FOR MAY 2021 DQ 

1. ANS. (A)  

 Thomas Robert Malthus was the first economist to propose a systematic theory of 
population.  

 In 1798, Malthus published anonymously the first edition of An Essay on the 
Principle of Population as it affects the Future Improvement of Society, with 
Remarks on the Speculations of Mr. Godwin, M. Condorcet, and Other Writers.  

 The work received wide notice. Briefly, crudely, yet strikingly, Malthus argued that 
infinite human hopes for social happiness must be vain, for population will always 

tend to outrun the growth of production.  

 The increase of population will take place, if unchecked, in a geometric progression, 
while the means of subsistence will increase in only an arithmetic progression. 

 

2. ANS. (C)  

 Barren Island is part of Andaman and Nicobar Islands and is located in the 
Andaman Sea, around 140 kilometers northeast of Port Blair.  

 Barren Island is India’s and South Asia’s only active volcano.  

 The volcano erupted for the first time in 1787 and latest in 2017.  

 It is a barren landscape and uninhabited by humans. 

 

3. ANS. (D)  

 NECTAR is an autonomous society, set up under the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, with it headquarter at Shillong, Meghalaya.  

 The Centre will look at harnessing and leveraging niche frontier technologies 
available with central scientific departments and institutions.  

 In order to assist the north-eastern region, NECTAR will be ensuring applications of 
appropriate technologies for development in the areas of biodiversity concerns, 
watershed management, telemedicine, horticulture, infrastructure planning & 
development, planning and monitoring, and tele-schooling using cutting-edge 
MESHNET solutions, employment generation etc. through the utilization of local 
products/resources and associated skill development. 
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Additional Information: The total 

number of days when lightning is 

recorded in Assam can vary between 100 

to 120 days, followed by 60 to 80 days 

along the foothills of the Himalayas, 

Kerala, Odisha, and Maharashtra. The 

highest casualty from lightning strikes is 

reported along the Himalayan belt, Kerala, 

Odisha, and Maharashtra. The casualty 

rate from lightning strikes in northeastern 

states is comparatively lower. 

4. ANS. (D)  

 The Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) launched ‘Damini’, a free 
mobile-based application that can warn people about lightning at least 30-45 

minutes before it strikes.  

 “Whenever a person is within 20-km 
radius of the lightning event, the app will 
send warnings, the alert will be sent 30 
minutes to 45 minutes before the event, 
and this will help people get to safer 
locations.  

 For now, the warnings will be given in 
Hindi and English language.  

 

5. ANS. (B)  

 Statement 1 is not correct: The Union Government launched the 'One Nation, One 
Ration Card' scheme on a pilot basis in four states in 2019.  

 This scheme aims to ensure all beneficiaries, especially migrants get ration (wheat, 
rice, and other food grains) across the nation from 
any Public Distribution System (PDS) shop of their 

own choice.  

 The system provides ration and food security to 
migrant workers and their families under the 

National Food Security Act (NFSA) and other schemes.  

 It aims to reduce instances of corruption by middlemen and fraudulence in ration 
cards to avail benefits from different states.  

 Statement 2 is correct: Any citizen, who is declared under Below Poverty Line 
(BPL) category will be eligible to get the benefit of this scheme across the country.  

 The beneficiaries will be identified based on their Aadhaar based identification 
through the electronic point of sale (PoS) device.  

All the PDS shops will have the facility of electronic PoS devices. 
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Additional Information: Seventeen 

(17) States have successfully 

operationalized the “One Nation One 

Ration Card system” with 

Uttarakhand being the latest State to 

complete the reform. 
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