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21/06/2021 
Environment 
Vision document for conserving Assam temple turtles 
launched 

 A major temple in Assam has signed a memorandum of 
understanding with two green NGOs, the Assam State Zoo cum 
Botanical Garden and the Kamrup district administration for long-
term conservation of the rare freshwater black softshell turtle 
(Nilssonia nigricans). 

 A vision document 2030 was also launched after Turtle Survival 
Alliance India and Help Earth signed the pact involving the 
Hayagriva Madhava Temple Committee. The temple, revered by 
both Hindus and Buddhists, is at Hajo, about 30 km northwest of 
Guwahati. 

 This multi-stakeholder association (conservation pact) aims to 
restock the wild with viable, self-sufficient and genetically pure 
threatened turtle populations in the region. 

 They will offer assistance for the required improvement of 
husbandry of turtles kept in such ponds, and further recovery efforts 
are recommended for the long-term survival and existence of the 
endangered freshwater turtles. 

 A proposal was also mooted for retaining the hatchlings from eastern 
Assam at the Nature Discovery Centre at Biswanath Ghat run by 
Turtle Survival Alliance India for proper upkeep and monitoring 
before they were released in the wild. Biswanath Ghat is about 240 
km northeast of Guwahati. 
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Black softshell turtle 

 
 

 The black softshell turtle or Bostami turtle (Nilssonia 
nigricans), previously placed in the genus Aspideretes, is a 
species of freshwater turtle. 

 It is found in India (Assam) and Bangladesh (Chittagong and 
Sylhet). 

 Until sightings along the Brahmaputra River’s drainage in 
Assam, the black softshell turtle was thought to be ‘extinct in 
the wild’ and confined only to ponds of temples in 
northeastern India and Bangladesh. 

 The International Union for Conservation of Nature had in 
2021 listed the turtle as ‘critically endangered’.  

 But it does not enjoy legal protection under the Indian 
Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 although it has traditionally 
been hunted for its meat and cartilage, traded in regional and 
international markets.  
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Health 
Children and Digital Dumpsites Report released by WHO    
 

 
 More than 18 million children and adolescents working at e-waste 

dumpsites in low- and middle-income countries are potentially at the 
risk of severe health hazards due to the exposure to discarded 
electronic devices or e-waste., the World Health Organization said in 
its recent report. 

 More than 18 million children and adolescents working at e-waste 
dumpsites in low- and middle-income countries are potentially at the 
risk of severe health hazards, the World Health Organization said in 
its recent report. 

 Every year the e-waste from high-income countries is dumped in the 
middle- or low-income countries for processing which do not have 
proper safeguarding regulation and which makes the process even 
more dangerous. 

 This e-waste is dismantled and recycled by children. It contains over 
1,000 precious metals and other substances like gold, copper, 
mercury and polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons. 

 The report stressed that children working at these ‘digital dumpsites’ 
are more prone to improper lung function, deoxyribonucleic acid 
damage and increased risk of chronic diseases like cancer and 
cardiovascular disease. 

 The volume of e-waste generated is surging rapidly across the globe. 
About 53.6 million tonnes of e-waste was generated in 2019, 
according to the Global E-waste Statistics Partnership. 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

 Only 17.4 percent of this e-waste was processed in formal recycling 
facilities. The rest of it was dumped in low- or middle-income 
countries for illegal processing by informal workers. 

 The report also called for the monitoring, safe disposal of e-waste 
and raising awareness about its outcomes on the health of children 
and women working at these dumpsites. 

 
Sports 
Nation bids farewell to Flying Sikh Milkha 
 

 
 He also won gold medals in the 1958 and 1962 Asian Games. 
 He represented India in the 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne, 

the 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome and the 1964 Summer Olympics 
in Tokyo. 

 Milkha Singh, also known as The 
Flying Sikh, was an Indian track 
and field sprinter who was 
introduced to the sport while 
serving in the Indian Army. 

 He is the only athlete to win gold 
at 400 metres at the Asian Games 
as well as the Commonwealth 
Games. 
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 He was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian 
honour, in recognition of his sporting achievements. 

 The race for which Singh was best remembered is his fourth-place 
finish in the 400 metres final at the 1960 Olympic Games. Singh's 
fourth-place time of 45.73 seconds was the Indian national record for 
almost 40 years. 

 

Polity and Governance 
Plan to put Lakshadweep under Karnataka High Court 
 

 The Lakshadweep administration, which has been facing widespread 
protests over its policies, has mooted a proposal to shift its legal 
jurisdiction from the Kerala High Court to the Karnataka High Court, 
officials said. 

 The Lakshadweep administration, which has been facing widespread 
protests over its policies, has mooted a proposal to shift its legal 
jurisdiction from the Kerala High Court to the Karnataka High Court, 
officials said. 

 The proposal was initiated by the administration after several 
litigations were moved before the Kerala High Court against the 
decisions taken by the islands’ new Administrator Praful Khoda Patel. 
These decisions included revising standard operating procedures for 
COVID- appropriate behaviour, introduction of the “goonda Act” and 
demolishing hut-ments of fishermen for widening of roads. 

 

Jurisdiction of the High Court 
 According to Article 241 of the Constitution "Parliament may by 

law constitute a high court for a Union Territory or declare any 
court in any such territory to be a high court for all or any of the 
purposes of this Constitution". 

 Section 4 of the same article mentions that "nothing in this article 
derogates from the power of Parliament to extend or exclude the 
jurisdiction of a high court for a state to, or from, any Union 
Territory or part thereof". 

 The jurisdiction of a high court can be shifted only through an act of 
Parliament, according to the law. 
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Disaster Management 
Massive distribution of ex gratia will strain finances, says 
Centre 
 

 The government responded to petitions in the Supreme Court to pay 
₹4 lakh compensation to the families of every COVID-19 victim. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is not a “one-time disaster”, like an 
earthquake or a flood, for which victims can be compensated with 
just money, the Centre has told the Supreme Court. 

 Limiting relief to monetary pay-offs was a “narrow and pedantic 
approach”, it requires a broader approach. 

 The court said its “broader approach” encompasses a different set of 
‘Minimum Standards of Relief’ focused on public health interventions, 
social protection and economic recovery for the affected 
communities. 

 This would be a more prudent, responsible, and sustainable 
approach. 
Financial strain’ 

 Besides, massive distribution of monetary compensation across the 
country at this point would dry up precious financial resources of the 
Centre and the States. 

 If the entire State Disaster Response Funds get consumed on ex 
gratia compensation for COVID-19 victims, the States may not have 
sufficient funds for organising COVID-19 response, for provision of 
various essential medical and other supplies, or to take care of other 
disasters like cyclones, floods, etc.  

 Already the finances of State governments and the Central 
government are under severe strain due to the reduction in tax 
revenues and increase in health expenses on account of the 
pandemic. 

 Besides, the MHA said granting ex-gratia compensation for one 
disease while denying it for those accounting for a larger share of 
mortality would not be fair or proper.    
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Health 
Second National Sickle Cell Conclave held on occasion of 
World Sickle Cell Day 
 

 The Minister of Tribal Affairs, Shri Arjun Munda virtually inaugurated 
the Second National Sickle Cell Conclave on ‘Sickle Cell Disease’. 

 The Conclave is being held to mark the World Sickle Cell Day 
observed on 19thJune 2021 every year. 

 This year’s event is being held after last year’s successful roll out of a 
National Webinar on Sickle Cell Disease. Shri Arjun Munda flagged off 
virtually mobile vans for screening of Sickle Cell Disease. 

 The event will feature discussions about the latest advances and 
future trends in the treatment of SCD on vulnerable patient 
populations, especially women and children. It will bring together 
like-minded individuals/organizations to discuss the future of SCD 
care and ways to alleviate sufferings of SCD patients. 

 The conclave will visualize a roadmap for streamlining guidelines 
and for effective management of sickle cell disease through the 
Continuum of Care approach in India. 

 

Sickle cell disease (SCD)      

                                                                                            
 Sickle cell disease causes patients to have sickle-shaped red 

blood cells that can stick together and block blood flow and 
oxygen from reaching all parts of the body.  

 It is an inherited blood disorder. 
 People who have the disease can experience pain, anemia, 
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infection and other serious health complications that may 
require care by a professional healthcare provider. 

 It is widespread amongst many tribal population groups in 
India, posing a considerable health burden in several states. 
While there are several cost-effective interventions, which have 
dramatically reduced morbidity and mortality from SCD in 
India. 

 The disease in India is predominantly prevalent in Jharkhand, 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, western Odisha, 
eastern Gujarat and in pockets of the Nilgiri Hills in north Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala. 

 

State news 
M V Vasantha Kumari no more 

 
 She had served as an officer in various stations of All India Radio 

including Mangalore, Bengaluru, Delhi and Mumbai between 1958 
and 1991. 

 M V Vasantha Kumari had played a vital role in including the 
Saxophone as an approved classical music instrument in All India 
Radio. 

 Earlier in her career, in Akashvani, she had served as a lecturer in 
English. 

 Well versed in Kannada, English and Sanskrit languages, Vasantha 
Kumari had authored independent literary works such as ‘Swatantra 
Bharatada Rastrapatigalu’ and ‘Sri Krishna Charitamrita’, translated 
works including ‘Sri Valmiki Ramayana Sundarakanda’, ‘Asian Food 
Therapy’, ‘Astavyasta Badukina Striyaru’ and ‘The Spiritual Heritage 
of Tyagaraja’, among others. 

 M V Vasantha Kumari was a music enthusiast and had scripted 
various features for All India Radio. 

 M V Vasantha Kumari, a 
former officer of All 
India Radio, passed 
away in a private 
hospital in Mangalore 
owing to age-related 
illness. She was 88.  
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To reduce Covid-19 morbidity in children, restart mid-day 
hot meal programme: Panel 
 

 The 16-member committee (with majority of paediatricians) headed 
by eminent cardiologist Dr Devi Shetty, set up by the State 
government to advise and prepare for the third Covid wave 
suggested that in order for prevention and correction of malnutrition 
in children it is essential to reduce morbidity and mortality in 
children. 

 It also said the midday meal programme in schools needs to be 
restarted and if school opening is delayed then home delivery of 
ready-to-eat nutrition bars, ladoos or fortified food needs to be 
considered. 

 Adding a micronutrient powder to milk to children attending 
Anganwadis will help children in the 6 month-to-6 year age group get 
additional calories and supplement up to 50% of their vitamin and 
mineral requirements. 

 If children cannot come to Anganwadi then the process of home 
delivery of ready eats – nutrition bars, nutrition kits or ladoos may be 
considered. 

 It is recommended that the government explore food fortification of 
rice, atta, edible oil, salt and milk. Wheat flour and rice can be 
fortified with Folic acid, iron and vitamin B12. Salt can be fortified 
with iron along with iodine. Edible oil and milk can be fortified with 
vitamin A & vitamin D," the committee said. 

 On the distribution of milk through the Ksheera Bhagya programme, 
the committee said, "Milk powder needs to be procured from 
Karnataka Milk Federation and distributed through existing channels 
to schools and ALSO to Anganwadis through the Integrated Child 
Development Scheme run by the department of Women and Child 
development." 

 Ksheera Bhagya program which distributes free milk to school 
children should be extended to include Anganwadi children and 
should be reactivated with the provision of adding micronutrient 
fortifiers to the milk before distribution. 

 The committee recommended ring immunisation of all adults around 
children on war footing i.e. parents and family members, school staff, 
transport vehicle staff, boarding staff etc. "It is advised to provide 
Covid-19 health insurance up to Rs.2,00,000 to all children attending 
school physically," the report said. 
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22/06/2021 
Disaster Management 
SC seeks govt. decision on ex gratia payment 
 

 The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to submit details of 
compensation provided to people who died of Covid-19, as per policy 
framed by each state.  

 It was in response to the petition highlighting a 2015 notification, 
requiring the government to pay ex gratia of 4 lakh each to victims 
families under Section 12 of the Disaster Management Act. 

 To which the Government responded saying it was not the case that 
it did not have funds to pay ex-gratia of Rs 4 lakh to kin of Covid 
victims, but the focus of expenditure was for the broader approach, 
which involves health interventions, social protection and economic 
recovery for the affected communities and to make funds available 
for rehabilitation, mitigation and preparedness.  

 Also, the centre says already the finances of the state governments 
and the central government are under severe strain due to the 
reduction in tax revenues and increase in health expenses on account 
of the pandemic. 

 It further submitted that under the Disaster Management Act, 2005, 
Section 12, it is the “National Authority” which is empowered to 
recommend guidelines for the minimum standards of relief, including 
ex-gratia assistance and this is the function entrusted to the authority 
by the authority by the law passed by the Parliament. 

 

Section 12 in the Disaster Management Act, 2005 
 12 Guidelines for minimum standards of relief. —The National 

Authority shall recommend guidelines for the minimum standards of 
relief to be provided to persons affected by disaster, which shall 
include,— 
(i) the minimum requirements to be provided in the relief camps in 
relation to shelter, food, drinking water, medical cover and sanitation; 
(ii) the special provisions to be made for widows and orphans; 
(iii) ex gratia assistance on account of loss of life as also assistance on 
account of damage to houses and for restoration of means of 
livelihood; 
(iv) such other relief as may be necessary 
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Polity and Governance 
Indira Gandhi Canal repair accomplished in record time 

 
 In an engineering feat, the repair and relining of the Indira Gandhi 

Canal, the country’s longest canal which terminates in irrigation 
facilities in Thar desert, was accomplished in a record 60-day period 
amid the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic. 

 It restored 70 km of both the main canal and the feeder 
distributaries. The work was taken up mainly in Rajasthan and partly 
in neighbouring Punjab. 

 The project was of utmost importance, as the repairs required 
closure of the canal system, which directly impacted the drinking and 
irrigation needs of 1.75 crore people as well as numerous cattle, 
Army cantonment along the international border and industrial 
usage in the border districts. 

 This would bring an additional water supply for the people 
downstream and save on considerable seepage losses. 

 

Indira Gandhi Canal 
 It is the longest canal of India. It starts from the Harike Barrage at 

Harike, a few kilometers below the confluence of the Satluj and Beas 
rivers in the Indian state of Punjab and terminates in irrigation 
facilities in the Thar Desert in the north west of Rajasthan state.  

 Previously known as the Rajasthan Canal, it was renamed the Indira 
Gandhi Canal on 2 November 1984 following the assassination of 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

 Aim was to rejuvenate the great desert. 
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Environment 
Bt Cotton adoption in Punjab has resulted in net economic, 
environmental benefits 
 

 Amid the perpetual debate surrounding Bt cotton’s positive and 
negative impacts, a recent study titled — ‘Long-term impact of Bt 
cotton: An empirical evidence from North India’ — has said its 
adoption in Punjab in the past over a decade has resulted in net 
economic and environmental benefits. 

 The research was funded by the Agricultural Extension Division of 
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research under the extramural 
project “Impact evaluation of integrated pest management 
technologies”.  

 The study which was recently published in the Journal of Cleaner 
Production Elsevier was jointly done by- 

o The Punjab Agricultural University at Ludhiana,  
o The Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and 

Technology in Jammu (SKUAST) and 
o The Noida-based Amity University. 

 Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis) cotton has been commercially grown in 
India for the past 19 years.  

 The Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) approved the 
release of Bt cotton for commercial cultivation in 2002 in western 
and southern parts of the country. In Punjab, Bt cotton was released 
for cultivation in 2005.  
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Benefits of commercialisation of Bt cotton 
 

 There has been reduction in insecticide use by volume and 
applications,  

 Decline in environmental and human health impact associated with 
insecticide use, more so with the reduction in the use of highly 
hazardous and riskiest insecticides, and 

 Reduction in the expenses associated with insecticide use. 
 Also, cotton yields in the past 13 years have been stable. Yet over the 

past 13 years, pesticide use has gradually increased in Bt hybrids and 
reduced in non-Bt varieties, primarily driven by the use of fungicide, 
which was not applied in cotton in 2003 and 2004. 

 
Challenges 
 

 The complete reliance on Bt cotton without incorporating it into the 
integrated pest management (IPM) system led to outbreak of 
whitefly in northern India and pink bollworm in western India in 
2015. 

 Compatibility of Bt with IPM is not known. Thus the contrarian view 
that Bt cotton has been a failure in India, in this case Punjab, lacks 
empirical evidence. 

 Increase in the pesticide application to control sucking pests. 
Moreover, the increase in pesticide use was driven by the use of 
fungicides, which were not applied in cotton earlier, and increased 
use of herbicides 

 
 

 However the results show overall positive impact of Bt cotton on 
volume of insecticide active ingredients (a.i.) applied, insecticide 
applications, use of highly hazardous and riskiest insecticides, and 
resultant environmental impact of the field use of insecticides on 
cotton. Yields have stabilised after the commercialisation of Bt cotton 
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Polity and Governance 
Govt. moots proposal to ban ‘flash sales’ on e-commerce sites 
 

 The government on Monday proposed changes to the Consumer 
Protection (e-commerce) Rules 2020. 

 It aims to ban all “flash sales” to monitor the deep discounts offered 
on e-commerce websites. 

 The ‘conventional’ flash sale has not been banned. Only ‘predatory’ 
ones will be banned. 

 Certain e-commerce entities are engaging in limiting consumer 
choice by indulging in ‘back to back’ or ‘flash’ sales wherein one seller 
on a platform does not carry any inventory or order fulfilment 
capability but merely places a ‘flash or back to back’ order with 
another seller controlled by platform. This prevents a level playing 
field and ultimately limits customer choice and increases prices. 

 The Ministry has also directed the e-commerce sites to ensure 
appointment of Chief Compliance Officer, a nodal contact person for 
24x7 coordination with law enforcement agencies, officers to ensure 
compliance with their orders and Resident Grievance Officer.  

 This would ensure effective compliance with the provisions of the Act 
and Rules and also strengthen the grievance redressal mechanism. 

 The proposed changes aim to tighten the existing regulatory regime 
and make e-commerce companies more accountable. The new draft 
proposes a host of changes such as:  
(i) mandatory registration requirements for online retailers, 
(ii) greater scrutiny of flash sales,  
(iii) enhanced liability of e-commerce entities, and  
(iv) a stronger grievance redressal mechanism. 
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Health 
‘Yoga a ray of hope amid COVID’ 
 

 The seventh International Yoga Day was celebrated around the 
world. On 21st june 2021. 

 The theme for the year 2021 International Yoga Day is 'Yoga for 
Wellness'. 

 On the occasion PM Modi announced the plan to launch a common 
yoga protocol, M-Yoga mobile phone app in collaboration with the 
World Health Organisation (WHO). 

 The M-Yoga mobile phone app will feature several videos of yoga 
training in different languages of the world. 

 This will help us in making the ‘one world, one health’ motto 
successful. 

 PM Modi proposed the concept of International Yoga Day in 2014 
during his UN General Assembly. The United Nations recognised June 
21 as the International Day of Yoga. 

 
Economy 
India fifth largest Foreign Direct Investment recipient: United Nations 
 

 India received $64 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) in 2020, 
according to the World Investment Report 2021 by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). 

 
Key findings 

 It is the fifth largest recipient of inflows in the world, according to a 
UN report. 

 However the report said global FDI flows have been severely hit by 
the Covid pandemic and they plunged by 35% in 2020 to $1 trillion 
from $1.5 trillion the previous year. 

 In India, FDI rose by 27% to $64 bn in 2020 from $51 bn in 2019, 
pushed up by acquisitions in the information and communication 
technology (ICT) industry, making the country the fifth largest FDI 
recipient in the world. 

 The pandemic boosted demand for digital infrastructure and services 
globally. This led to higher values of greenfield FDI project 
announcements targeting the ICT industry, rising by more than 22% 
to $81 billion. 

 Major announcements in the ICT industry included a $2.8-billion 
investment by Amazon in India. 
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 FDI outflows from South Asia fell 12 per cent to USD 12 billion, 
driven by a drop in investment from India. India ranked 18 out of the 
world’s top 20 economies for FDI outflows, with 12 billion dollars of 
outflows recorded from the country in 2020 as compared to 13 
billion dollars in 2019. 

 

World Investment Report 
 The UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) brings out 

the World Investment Report annually. 
 The World Investment Report focuses on trends in foreign direct 

investment (FDI) worldwide, at the regional and country levels and 
emerging measures to improve its contribution to development. 

 Every issue of the Report has: 
o Analysis of the trends in FDI during the previous year, with 

especial emphasis on the development implications. 
o Ranking of the largest transnational corporations in the world. 
o In-depth analysis of a selected topic related to FDI. 
o Policy analysis and recommendations. 
o Statistical annex with data on FDI flows and stocks at the 

country level. 

 

State news 
SC/ST Act: Karnataka HC asks prosecution to cut delay in 
appeals 
 

 The high court directed the directorate of prosecutions to issue 
necessary guidelines to avoid delays in preparing opinions for filing 
an appeal in cases under the SC and ST (Prevention of atrocities) Act. 

 A division bench headed by Chief Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka 
passed this direction on a PIL on the failure of the government to 
implement the provisions of the Act.  

 The court observed that the age-old practice of waiting for the 
certified copies to commence the process of opinion is delaying the 
process. 

 The court observed that since the judgments are available on the 
Computerized Information System or National Judicial Data Grid, 
there is no need to wait till receipt of the certified copy.  
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Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 
1989                  

 It is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to prohibit 
discrimination, prevent atrocities and hate crimes against scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes. 

 
Amendment to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act (SC/ST Act) 2018 

 The 2018 amendment inserted section 18A in the SC/ST Act. This new 
provision did away with the three major requirements which were 
mandated by the Kashinath judgment. 

o As per this new provision, preliminary enquiry shall not be 
required for registration of FIR against any person and the 
investigating officer shall not require approval for the arrest of 
any person under the act. 

o Further, it also said that the provisions of Section 438 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) dealing with anticipatory 
bail shall not apply to a case under the SC/ST Act. 

o FIR filed can be quashed by the court. 
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Greta Thunberg-backed FFF, Namma Bengaluru forum 
oppose axing of 6k trees for lake revival 
 

 NGO Friday For Future (FFF), backed by environment activist Greta 
Thunberg, has launched an online campaign against the proposed 
axing of 6,316 trees for Hebbal-Nagawara Valley Project by the 
state forest department. 

 According to a recent notification by the Forest Department, 6,316 
trees have been proposed to be felled to make way for the 
development of Singanayakanahalli lake, Yelahanka hobli, as they are 
in the way of the project. 

 The Hebbal-Nagawara Valley Project aims to fill 65 tanks in 
Bengaluru Urban, Rural and Chickballapur. 

 Bagaluru lake became the first to receive treated water from the 
project and was meant to act as an impounded reservoir to supply 
water to 11 other lakes in the region. 

 City-based NGO Namma Bengaluru Foundation said it visited the spot 
and spotted peacocks, bird nests, snake pits, moths, butterflies and 
many others. It is a grazing ground for nearly a thousand cattle. 
There are trees which are more than 30-40 years old and recently the 
forest department too had taken interest in this land and planted 
Pongam saplings, it pointed out. 

 

Friday For Future (FFF) 
 It is an international movement of school students who skip Fridays 

classes to participate in demonstrations to demand action from 
political leaders to take action to prevent climate change and for the 
fossil fuel industry to transition to renewable energy.  

 It’s an inclusive and egalitarian, non-partisan, autonomous and 
decentralised movement. 

 Publicity and widespread organising began after Swedish climate 
activist Greta Thunberg staged a protest in August 2018 outside the 
Swedish Riksdag (parliament), holding a sign that read "Skolstrejk för 
klimatet" ("School strike for climate"). 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

23/06/2021 
International Relations 
Afghan violence has risen: Jaishankar 
 

 At the virtual UNSC meeting External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar 
said talks between the Afghanistan government and the Taliban have 
not resulted in any reduction in violence. 

 However, he said India is ‘supportive’ of the Intra-Afghan 
negotiations, and called for the United Nations to play a “leading role” 
in the reconciliation process. 

 He pointed out the reports from the U.N. Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan (UNAMA) which showed a major increase in violence 
despite the talks and a U.S-Taliban agreement last year. 

 The country has been witnessing targeted attacks on religious and 
ethnic minorities, girl students, Afghan security forces, Ulemas 
[clerics], women occupying positions of responsibility, journalists, 
civil rights activists and youth. 

 Mr. Jaishankar called for an end to “terrorist safe havens” and 
“terrorist supply chains” as well as cross-border terror, and said the 
international community must ensure that transit trade from 
Afghanistan to the “high seas” is allowed. 

 Afghanistan Foreign Minister Hanif Atmar, who attended the UNSC 
meeting accused the Taliban of keeping its links with the al-Qaeda 
and Pakistan-based terror groups including the Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan. 

 He also said the Taliban has not kept any of its promises, including 
the promise to cut ties with international terrorism, to reduce 
violence and work towards a ceasefire and to reach a political 
settlement with the government of Afghanistan. 
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Science and Technology 
First-ever genetically modified rubber planted in Assam 

 A Rubber Board research farm on the outskirts of Guwahati now 
sports the world’s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant 
tailored for the climatic conditions in the Northeast. 

 The plant was developed at the Kerala-based Rubber Research 
Institute of India (RRII). 

 The GM rubber has additional copies of the gene MnSOD, or 
manganese-containing superoxide dismutase, inserted in the plant, 
which is expected to tide over the severe cold conditions during 
winter — a major factor affecting the growth of young rubber plants 
in the region. 

 This is the first time any GM crop has been developed exclusively for 
this region after years of painstaking research in RRII’s 
biotechnology laboratory. 

 Natural rubber is a native of warm humid Amazon forests and is not 
naturally suited for the colder conditions in the Northeast, which is 
one of the largest producers of rubber in India. 

 Growth of young rubber plants remains suspended during the winter 
months, which are also characterised by progressive drying of the 
soil. This is the reason for the long immaturity period of this crop in 
the region.  

 The MnSOD gene has the ability to protect plants from the adverse 
effects of severe environmental stresses such as cold and drought. 
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Environment and Ecology 
Rare pygmy hogs released in Assam’s Manas National Park 

 Eight of 12 captive-bred pygmy hogs, the world’s rarest and smallest 
wild pigs, were released in the Manas National Park of western 
Assam. The remaining four would be released later. 

 This is the second batch to have been reintroduced into the wild 
under the Pygmy Hog Conservation Programme (PHCP) in a year. 

 The PHCP is a collaboration among Durrell Wildlife Conservation 
Trust of UK, Assam Forest Department, Wild Pig Specialist Group of 
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Union 
Environment Ministry and is currently being implemented by NGOs 
Aaranyak and EcoSystems India. 

 By 2025, the PHCP plans to release 60 pygmy hogs in Manas. 
 

Pygmy hog 

 
Conservation status 

 As the population is estimated at less than 250 mature individuals, it is 
listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

 The pygmy hog is designated as a Schedule I species in India under the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and offences against them invite heavy 
penalties. 
An indicator species 

 The pygmy hog is one of the very few mammals that build its own 
home, or nest, complete with a ‘roof’, but maybe more important than 
its own attributes, is the fact that it is an indicator species. 

 Its presence reflects the health of its primary habitat, the tall, wet 
grasslands of the region. One of the main reasons for its plummeting 
numbers was grassland degradation. 
Threats 

 Grassland degradation due to indiscriminate grass burning in the dry 
season and livestock overgrazing. 

The pygmy hog (Porcula 
salvania) is a suid native to 
alluvial grasslands in the 
foothills of the Himalayas at 
elevations of up to 300 m 
(980 ft). Today, the only 
known population lives in 
Assam, India and possibly 
southern Bhutan. 
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Defence 
Four theatre commands likely to be raised by year-end 
 

 Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen. Bipin Rawat chaired a meeting with 
the Vice Chiefs of the three Services, the Chief of Integrated Defence 
Staff and representatives from the Ministries of Defence, Home and 
Finance. 

 It was held to iron out differences on the integrated theatre 
commands’ creation. 

 It is expected that Prime Minister Narendra Modi would make an 
announcement on the creation of the commands. 

 The four commands planned are air defence command, maritime 
theatre command, integrated eastern theatre command and 
integrated western theatre command.  

 It would be the biggest reorganisation of the Indian armed forces 
since Independence, and the commands were likely to be raised by 
year-end. 

 
New approach involves following changes 

 The need was integrated joint planning and not coordinated or 
syncing of operations as was done now.  

 The proposed change was that at the highest level, instead of one 
Service making a single plan that was then routed through the 
headquarters and the Integrated Defence Command (IDS), in the new 
plan, they would be held by a three- star commander and integrated 
with other two domains. 

 The operational functions will shift to theatre commands, which will 
involve the creation of joint structures in headquarters IDS.          

 

Polity 
Recusal of judges 
 

 In the last week, two Supreme Court judges — Justice Indira Banerjee 
and Justice Aniruddha Bose — have recused themselves from hearing 
cases relating to West Bengal. On June 21, Delhi High Court judge 
Anup Bhambhani recused himself from hearing a plea by digital 
media houses challenging the validity of the IT rules regulating 
intermediaries.      
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Why does a judge recuse? 
 When there is a conflict of interest, a judge can withdraw from 

hearing a case to prevent creating a perception that she carried a bias 
while deciding the case.  

 The conflict of interest can be in many ways — from holding shares 
in a company that is a litigant to having a prior or personal 
association with a party involved in the case. 

 The practice stems from the cardinal principle of due process of law 
that nobody can be a judge in her own case. Any interest or conflict of 
interest would be grounds to withdraw from a case since a judge has 
a duty to act fair. 

 Another instance for recusal is when an appeal is filed in the 
Supreme Court against a judgement of a High Court that may have 
been delivered by the SC judge when she was in the HC. 
Process for recusal 

 The decision to recuse generally comes from the judge herself as it 
rests on the conscience and discretion of the judge to disclose any 
potential conflict of interest. 

 In some circumstances, lawyers or parties in the case bring it up 
before the judge. 

 If a judge recuses, the case is listed before the Chief Justice for 
allotment to a fresh Bench. 

 Although several Supreme Court judgments have dealt with this 
issue, there are no formal rules governing recusals. 

 
Do judges record reasons for recusal? 

 Since there are no formal rules governing the process, it is often left 
to individual judges to record reasons for recusal. 

 Some judges disclose the reasons in open court; in some cases, the 
reasons are apparent. 

 In a landmark verdict in 2015 holding that the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission as unconstitutional, Justice Kurian Joseph 
and Justice Madan Lokur had referred to the need for judges to give 
reasons for recusal to build transparency and help frame rules to 
govern the process. 
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International security 
Grave concerns raised about 'Uyghur genocide' in China at 
UN rights council 
 

 Expressing grave concerns over the "Uyghur genocide" in China's 
Xinjiang province, Canada delivered a joint statement on behalf of 42 
countries at the UN Humans Rights Council. 

 We urge China to allow immediate, meaningful and unfettered access 
to Xinjiang for independent observers," Canada's Ambassador and 
Permanent Representative to the UN in Geneva Leslie Norton said at 
the UNHRC meeting on behalf of 40 countries. 

 The statement was backed by major countries Germany, France, Italy, 
Japan, Australia, Britain, Spain and the United States, among others. 

 Norton also called on China to implement the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination's Xinjiang-related 
recommendations, including ending the arbitrary detention of 
Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities. 

 The statement also raised concerns about the deterioration of 
fundamental freedoms in Hong Kong under the National Security Law 
and about the human rights situation in Tibet. "We call on Chinese 
authorities to abide by their human rights obligations." 

 

United Nations Human Rights Council 
 The United Nations Human Rights Council is a United Nations body 

whose mission is to promote and protect human rights around the 
world.  

 The Council has 47 members elected for staggered three-year terms 
on a regional group basis.  

 Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 
 Parent organization: United Nations General Assembly 
 Formation: 15 March 2006. 
 The Council investigates allegations of breaches of human rights in 

United Nations member states, and addresses thematic human rights 
issues such as freedom of association and assembly, freedom of 
expression, freedom of belief and religion, women's rights, LGBT 
rights and the rights of racial and ethnic minorities. 
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State news 
25 lakh rural households to get tap water this year in 
Karnataka 
 

 Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa was informed by officials that 25 lakh 
rural households will be provided with functional tap water 
connections this year under the Jal Jeevan Mission, branded as 'Mane 
Manege Gange' in Karnataka. 

 CM reviewed the progress of the Jal Jeevan Mission in the state. Of the 
91.19 lakh rural households, about 28 lakh have been covered with 
functional household tap connections. 

 The CM also directed the officials to implement the scheme on 
priority wherever water is available from river sources in the state. 
The scheme is a flagship programme of our prime minister and has to 
be implemented within the given timelines. 

 

Jal Jeevan Mission 
 It is envisioned to provide safe and adequate drinking water through 

individual household tap connections by 2024 to all households in 
rural India. 

 The programme will also implement source sustainability measures as 
mandatory elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey 
water management, water conservation, rain water harvesting. 

 The Jal Jeevan Mission will be based on a community approach to 
water and will include extensive Information, Education and 
communication as a key component of the mission. 

 In Karnataka Jal jeevan mission is being implemented under the Mane 
Manege Gange scheme. 
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4,755 students in Karnataka get seats under RTE in first 
round 

 As many as 4,755 students were allotted seats under the Right to 
Education (RTE) quota for 2021-22, in the first round of seat 
allotment. The selections were made on an online draw of lots. 

 The Department of Public Instructions had received 11,531 
applications for 14,036 seats available under the RTE quota in 2,338 
schools across the state.  

 The department has instructed the schools not to demand any other 
documents or re-verify the documents submitted by parents during 
admissions, and also to consider the Aadhaar number, only to 
identify the child. 

 

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 
 RTE is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009. 
 It describes the modalities of the importance of free and compulsory 

education for children between the age of 6 to 14 years in India under 
Article 21A of the Indian Constitution. 

 The title of the RTE Act incorporates the words ‘free and compulsory’.  
 ‘Free education’ means that no child, other than a child who has been 

admitted by his or her parents to a school which is not supported by 
the appropriate Government, shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or 
charges or expenses which may prevent him or her from pursuing and 
completing elementary education.  

 ‘Compulsory education’ casts an obligation on the appropriate 
Government and local authorities to provide and ensure admission, 
attendance and completion of elementary education by all children in 
the 6-14 age group. 
Key provisions 

 The Act makes education a fundamental right of every child between 
the ages of 6 and 14 and specifies minimum norms in elementary 
schools. 

 It requires all private schools(except the minority institutions) to 
reserve 25% of seats for the poor and other categories of children (to 
be reimbursed by the state as part of the public-private partnership 
plan). 

 Education in the Indian constitution is a concurrent issue and both 
centre and states can legislate on the issue. The Act lays down specific 
responsibilities for the centre, state and local bodies for its 
implementation. 
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50% quota for farmers' children in agriculture varsities: B C Patil 
 Agriculture universities in Karnataka will henceforth reserve 50% of 

their seats to farmers' children, instead of the earlier 40%, 
Agriculture Minister B C Patil said. 

 The minister recently held a meeting in this regard with agriculture 
universities. The proposal was later tabled before the Cabinet, which 
was approved in the Cabinet. 

Karnataka HC directs top cop to specify noise meters required for 
state 

 The High Court directed the state DG & IGP to file an affidavit 
specifying the number of noise meters required for the entire state, 
including specific requirements within BBMP limits. 

 A division bench headed by Chief Justice Abhay Shreeniwas Oka, was 
hearing petitions mainly on the issue of implementation of the 
provisions of the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 
2000. 

 

Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000. 
 Under this Act, the legislation has divided all areas into 4 categories 

viz. 
a. Industrial Areas (A) 
b. Commercial Areas (B) 
c. Residential Areas (C) 
d. Silence Zones (D) 

 Each of these areas have an ambient air quality standard (AAQS) 
specified for day (6 AM to 10 PM) and night (10 PM to 6 AM) times. The 
standards are as follows: 

 
 The State Government has the authority to designate different areas 

under different categories or “area codes”. 
 The authority to take decisions pertaining to the implementation of 

these rules is to be designated by the Central government, and can be 
the District Magistrate, Police Commissioner, etc. 

 It is mandatory that an area of 100 meters around hospitals, 
educational institutions and courts be designated as silence zones. 

 These rules shall always be taken into consideration before the 
construction of any project. 
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24/06/2021 
Sports 
Karnam Malleswari made first Vice-Chancellor of Delhi 
Sports University 

 India’s first woman Olympic medal winner Karnam Malleswari was 
appointed as the first Vice-Chancellor of Delhi Sports University by 
the Delhi government. 

 Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia said the purpose of 
establishing DSU is to build and create athletes who will make “our 
nation proud”. 

 The Delhi Assembly had in 2019 passed a Bill to set up the DSU which 
would offer graduation, post graduate and doctorate degrees in 
cricket, football, and hockey among other sports.  

 DSU was envisioned to streamline sports facilities and bring sports 
talents under its ambit to prepare athletes for world-class 
competitions, the Delhi government had said. 

 
Karnam Malleswari  

 Karnam Malleswari is a retired Indian weightlifter. Malleswari won 
bronze in weightlifting at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 

 Her record still remains intact as no woman from India won a medal 
in weightlifting at the Olympics. 

 She was honoured with the Arjuna Award in 1994 and Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna Award in 1999. She is also a recipient of Padma Shri 
Award in 1999.   

 Malleswari is now working as Chief General Manager in the FCI. 
 She won several international medals, including two gold and two 

silver in the World Championship in 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996. 
 
Assam’s two-child policy will stall development goals, says coalition of 
115 groups 

 A coalition of civil society groups engaged in reproductive health has 
said Assam’s move to adopt a two-child policy for availing benefits 
under government schemes will hurt the poorest besides hindering 
the development goals of the State. 

 In a statement issued by Advocating Reproductive Choices (ARC) said 
there was no evidence to suggest there was a population explosion in 
the country. Instead, NFHS-5 or the National Family Health Survey 
for 2019-2020 has made it clear that men and women want smaller 
families even without a coercive population policy. 
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 The ARC is a coalition of 115 organisations working towards 
expanding contraceptive choices, improving quality of care and 
ensuring availability, accessibility and affordability of reproductive 
health and family planning services. 

 This will be in addition to the amendment made in 2018 to the Assam 
Panchayat Act, 1994, which requires a two-child norm along with 
minimum educational qualifications and functional sanitary toilets 
for contesting the rural polls. 
Issues with two-child policy 

 “Two-child policies are known to disproportionately impact the most 
deprived and vulnerable, whose already low access to health and 
education impacts their ability to make decisions regarding their 
health and well-being.  

 With COVID-19 exacerbating inequities and vulnerabilities of the 
most marginalised, actions such as the proposed plan to deny 
benefits to those with more than two children will stall Assam’s 
progress by further increasing inequalities and taking a toll on the 
poorest,” the ARC said. 
Facts against two-child policy 

 “Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in Assam is 1.9, which is less than the 
national average of 2.2.  

 Data from the NFHS-5 shows that 77% of the currently married 
women and 63% of men aged 15-49 years in Assam want no more 
children, are already sterilised or have a spouse who is already 
sterilised,” the ARC said. 

 The coalition alluded to a five-State study by former bureaucrat 
Nirmala Buch that said sex-selective and unsafe abortions increased 
in States that adopted the two-child policy. The move also saw men 
divorcing their wives to run for local body elections and families 
giving up children for adoption to avoid disqualification. 

 The ARC also referred to China’s withdrawal of its one-child policy 
after finding itself amid a population crisis and an abnormally 
skewed male-to-female sex ratio. 
Way forward 

 “Instead of imposing stringent population control measures, it would 
be far more effective for Assam to focus on delaying the age of 
marriage, improving spacing between children, and ensuring girls 
stay in schools,” the ARC said. 

 The State also needed to invest in improving access to family 
planning services and expand the basket of contraceptive choices, 
especially long-acting reversible contraceptives, which were critical 
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in view of the large population of adolescents and youth, the coalition 
advised. 

 
Twitter storm planned to save Unani medicine 

 Twitter storm is being organised by the All India Unani Conference 
and the Aligarh Muslim University’s A.K. Tibbia College, demanding 
just treatment for the Unani system of medicine in the newly formed 
National Commission for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM). 

 Also appeal was made for an independent board, fair distribution of 
resources, and appropriate representation in the Commission. 

 In the NCISM Act 2020 the Unani system of medicine has been 
clubbed with the regional systems of Siddha and Sowa Rigpa in the 
Commission even though the Unani system has a considerable 
presence in the country. 

 Also a plea had been made with the government for setting up an All 
India Institute of Unani Medicine. 

 
Unani medicine 

 The Unani system was developed in Greece but today, its roots are in 
India and has a global presence. 

 Unani is based on the theory of the presence of the elements in the 
human body. These elements are present in fluids and their balance 
leads to health and their imbalance leads to illness. 

 The theory postulates the presence of blood, phlegm, yellow bile and 
black bile in the human body. Each person's unique mixture of these 
substances determines his temperament. 

 

National Commission for Indian System of Medicine (NCISM) 
 The National Commission for Indian System of Medicine Bill, 2019 got 

the parliament’s nod in 2020. 
 The Bill provides for the establishment of the National Commission for 

Indian System of Medicine (NCISM).   
 The NCISM will consist of 29 members, appointed by the central 

government. 
 Functions of the National Commission for Indian System of Medicine: 

Functions of the NCISM include:  
a. Framing policies for regulating medical institutions and medical 

professionals of Indian System of Medicine,  
b. Assessing the requirements of healthcare related human 

resources and infrastructure,  
c. Ensuring compliance by the State Medical Councils of Indian 
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System of Medicine of the regulations made under the Bill, and  
d. Ensuring coordination among the autonomous boards set up 

under the Bill. 

 

ED transfers assets of Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi worth 
₹8,441.50 cr. to banks 

 The Enforcement Directorate has transferred assets worth ₹8,441.50 
crore to public sector banks.  

 The banks had suffered losses upto ₹22,585.83 crore due to frauds 
committed allegedly by Vijay Mallya, Nirav Modi and Mehul Choksi. 
All three accused had fled overseas. 

 Based on the cases registered by the Central Bureau of Investigation, 
the ED had taken up a money laundering probe that helped unearth a 
complex web of domestic and international transactions and stashing 
of assets abroad by the accused persons and their associates.  

 They had used dummy entities for rotation and siphoning of the 
funds provided by the banks. 

 ED recently transferred attached shares worth ₹6,600 crore to a 
State Bank of India-led consortium as per an order of Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act Special Court, Mumbai. 

 The Debt Recovery Tribunal, on behalf of the consortium, sold the 
shares of United Breweries Limited for ₹5,824.50 crore.  

 Prosecution complaints were filed against all the three accused after 
completion of the investigation under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act.  

 Extradition requests were sent for them to the United Kingdom (Mr. 
Mallya and Mr. Modi) and Antigua and Barbuda 
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Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 
 It was enacted by the government to prevent money-laundering and to 

provide for confiscation of property derived from money-laundering. 
 The PMLA seeks to combat money laundering in India and has three 

main objectives: 
a. To prevent and control money laundering. 
b. To confiscate and seize the property obtained from the 

laundered money; and 
c. To deal with any other issue connected with money laundering 

in India. 

 

Debts Recovery Tribunals and Debts Recovery Appellate Tribunals 
 They were established under the Recovery of Debts and Bankruptcy 

Act (RDB Act), 1993 with the specific objective of providing 
expeditious adjudication and recovery of debts due to Banks and 
Financial Institutions. 

 They were established to facilitate the debt recovery involving banks 
and other financial institutions with their customers. 

 Appeals against orders passed by DRTs lie before Debts Recovery 
Appellate Tribunal (DRAT). 
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 At present, 39 Debts Recovery Tribunals (DRTs) and 5 Debts Recovery 
Appellate Tribunals (DRATs) are functioning across the country.  

 

India calls for common global standards for green hydrogen 
 India had organised the two-day summit on green hydrogen 

involving Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, also referred 
to as the BRICS nations, on their initiatives around green fuel. The 
summit was organised by state-run NTPC Ltd. 

 
 India pitched for common international standards for green 

hydrogen at the BRICS Green Hydrogen Summit, to ensure safe 
transportation and storage of the new age emission-free fuel. 

 Green hydrogen gas is produced by splitting water into hydrogen and 
oxygen using an electrolyzer that may be powered by electricity 
generated from renewable energy sources. 

 Leveraging India’s landmass and green energy sources for exporting 
green hydrogen is one of the steps for achieving energy sufficiency 
for the country, according to a draft proposal circulated by the 
ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE), for the planned 
National Hydrogen Energy Mission. 
India’s efforts in promoting grren hydrogen 

 The US-India hydrogen taskforce that was launched under the aegis 
of US-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership. 

 India also plans to extend the production linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme for manufacturing electrolyzers, which are used for 
producing green hydrogen. 
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 India produces around 50 lakh tonnes of hydrogen annually and it's 
expected that the country may see a green hydrogen demand of 
16,000 tonne per annum by 2024 and 1 million tonnes by 2030. 

 
 

State news 
52 kids in Karnataka orphaned during Covid-19 second 
wave: Minister 

 Women & Child Development Minister Shashikala Jolle informed that 
as many as 52 children in the state lost their parents during the 
second wave of Covid-19. More than one thousand children lost at 
least one parent. 

 A meeting was convened to review the measures taken to protect 
children during the third wave of Covid-19, minister said the 
government has implemented bala seva scheme and bala hitaishi 
scheme for the welfare of such children. 

 Under bala seva scheme, each child would get Rs 3,500 per month 
and free education and those below the age of 10 years will get 
free education in a residential school. Eligible children would get 
either a laptop or a tablet. It has been decided to provide a 
compensation of Rs 1 lakh to girls aged above 21 years. 

 Under the bala hitaishi scheme, the government would establish a 
link between children with a single parent or those lost parents 
with donors. Parents who don’t have kids would also be allowed to 
adopt a child legally. 

 She directed the officials concerned to upload the details of children 
who have lost their parents on the Bala Swaraj portal. 
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The Bal Swaraj Portal 
 The portal has been designed to keep track of children who have lost 

one or both parents due to COVID-19 and ensure that they get the care 
and protection required. 

 The portal was developed by the National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

 This is important especially in light of social media posts that have 
been amplifying the need to adopt children but not necessarily 
providing a legal route to do so. 

 

Davangere reports suspected MIS-C case 
 Davangere has reported suspected Multisystem Inflammatory 

syndrome (MIS-C) in a kid. 
 According to paediatricians, it is a serious condition that appears to 

be linked to the coronavirus. Most children who become infected 
with the Covid-19 virus have only a mild illness. But in children who 
go on to develop MIS-C, some organs and tissues — such as the heart, 
lungs, blood vessels, kidneys, digestive system, brain, skin or eyes — 
become severely inflamed. Signs and symptoms depend on which 
areas of the body are affected. 

 

Multisystem Inflammatory syndrome (MIS-C) 
 Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C) is a condition 

where different body parts can become inflamed, including the heart, 
lungs, kidneys, brain, skin, eyes, or gastrointestinal organs. 

 Children with MIS-C may have a fever and various symptoms, 
including abdominal (gut) pain, vomiting, diarrhea, neck pain, rash, 
bloodshot eyes, or feeling extra tired. 

 The cause for MIS-C is not yet known. However, many children with 
MIS-C had the virus that causes COVID-19, or had been around 
someone with COVID-19. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

Karnataka govt launched 2,500 smart classrooms 
 Karnataka Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa launched 2,500 smart 

classrooms and distributed Tablet PCs to 1.55 lakh students of higher 
education. 

 C.M will launch this ambitious programme which is being 
implemented under Karnataka LMS (Learning Management System) 
by the department of collegiate education. 

 The distribution of Tablet PCs will also take place simultaneously in 
different colleges of the state in presence of the respective elected 
representatives. 

 

25/06/2021 
Polity and Governance 
PM backs delimitation exercise, grassroots democracy in J&K 

 The first outreach meeting between the Union government and the 
mainstream political leaders of Jammu and Kashmir took place. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi reiterated his government’s 
commitment to fostering grassroots democracy in Jammu and 
Kashmir during his meeting with 14 leaders of eight mainstream 
political parties. 

 He also sought their cooperation in completing the first delimitation 
exercise for Assembly seats in the Union Territory, which would 
eventually lead to elections.  

 While every party spoke on restoration of statehood and reversal of 
many executive and legal changes related to land rights protection 
and restoration of a Jammu and Kashmir cadre in bureaucracy. 

 The contentious issue of special status to J&K, which was removed by 
the reading down of Article 370, was also raised though many parties 
spoke of it as a legal fight as the matter was being heard in the 
Supreme Court. 

 
Governance 
NHAI seeks Odisha govt.’s nod for coastal highway 

 The National Highway Authority of India has sought Odisha 
government’s consent for the 384 km ambitious coastal highway 
project. 

 This highway will connect Odisha’s Tangi with West Bengal’s Digha. 
 This project was first mooted six years ago under the Bharatmala 

Pariyojanabut could not be completed due to environmental 
concerns. 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

 The road was initially planned through ecologically sensitive Chilika, 
Balukhand Konark Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhitarkanika Sanctuary Area 
and some of the important Olive Ridley turtle nesting sites.  

 After environmentalists raised an alarm, a long bridge proposed over 
Chilika was shelved, and subsequently Chilika was struck off from the 
plan.  

 The highway, which was initially planned from Gopalpur of Ganjam 
district, will now begin from Tangi in Khordha district. 

 The project has been realigned to avoid disturbance to coastal 
biodiversity zones yet some portions of the highway project will 
require approval under coastal regulation zone guidelines. 

 
International Relations 
In contact with various stakeholders on Afghanistan, says MEA 

 India said it is in contact with “various stakeholders” in and around 
Afghanistan. 

 It confirmed that South Block has adopted a broad-based approach to 
discuss the future of Afghanistan and the region with various parties 
involved. 

 National Security Advisor Ajit Doval while addressing  a meeting of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation held in Dushanbe pitched to 
preserve developmental gains in Afghanistan. 

 India supports all peace initiatives and has a long term commitment 
towards development and reconstruction of Afghanistan. In this 
context, we remain in touch with various stakeholders, including 
regional countries,” said Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi. 

 Reiterating the establishment of stronger ties with Kabul, Mr. Bagchi 
said India has brought development to Afghanistan which was 
ravaged by violence inflicted by cross-border actors.  

 India has also brought electricity, dams, schools, health clinics, roads 
and community projects to Afghanistan. 
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Defence 
Army issues tender for 1,750 Futuristic Infantry Combat 
Vehicles 

 The Ministry of Defence intends to procure an approximate 1,750 
quantities of Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicles (Tracked) in three 
versions,” the RFI said. Approximately, 55% of them should be the 
gun version, 20% command version and 25% command and 
surveillance version. 

 The Army has issued a tender — Request For Information (RFI) — 
for the procurement of 1,750 Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicles 
(FICVs). 

 It will replace the Russian-origin BMP-2 infantry vehicles which are 
currently in service. 

 
Russian-origin BMP-2 infantry vehicles 

 
 

 A three-stage induction model has been proposed by the Army and 
Indian vendors can collaborate with Foreign Original Equipment 
Manufacturers (OEMs) to supply FICVs within two years of the 
contract at the rate of 75-100 vehicles per year. 

 According to the RFI, the FICVs will be employed for cross-country 
operations, including amphibious operations in plain and desert 
terrain along the Western borders and high altitudes, up to 5000m, 
and mountain terrain along the northern borders in eastern Ladakh, 
the central sector and north Sikkim. 

 The main operational tasks that will have to be performed by the 
FICV are to destroy: 
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o Enemy tanks,  
o Armoured personnel carriers,  
o Combat vehicles,  
o low flying helicopters and other ground-based weapon 

platforms and positions. 
 The FICV should be modular in design, enabling future upgrades 

through simple modifications and to facilitate subsequent 
development of family of armoured fighting vehicles like command-
control vehicles, armoured personnel carrier, armoured ambulance, 
mortar carrier, command post vehicle, reconnaissance and 
surveillance vehicle, NBC reconnaissance vehicle, engineer 
reconnaissance vehicle, armoured recovery vehicle among others. 

 The FRCV platform is planned to be procured under the ‘Strategic 
Partnership’ route of the Defence Acquisition Procedure 2020.  

 The FRCV is envisaged as a medium weight tank and will remain in 
service for the next 40-50 years as the MBT of the Army. 

 

Defence 
Rajnath Singh reviews Project Seabird work in Karwar 
 
 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, accompanied by Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral Karambir Singh, reviewed the ongoing works at the Project 
Seabird Phase II-A site at the Karwar Naval Base  

 It is the country’s largest naval infrastructure project which aims at 
providing fleet support and maintenance of warships. 
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 The expanded naval complex will be able to support several major 
warships and at least 30 vessels, submarines and yard crafts. 

 A state-of-the-art Naval Air Base and maintenance section is also said 
to be the part of the Phase II-A project, which is an extension of the 
Naval base totally spread across over 11,000 acres. 

 The Phase II-A project, located on hilly terrain along the coast, 
involves several technical and environmental challenges. A 
significant part of the work will be carried out by reclaiming a part of 
the sea. 

 
Environment 
RIL to invest Rs 75,000 crore in new energy biz over next 3 yrs 

 Diversified business conglomerate Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) 
announced the company would invest Rs 75,000 crore in new energy 
business over the next three years. 

 It will invest in value chain, partnerships and future technologies, 
including upstream and downstream industries in New energy. 

 Reliance aims to establish and enable at least 100 GW of solar energy 
by 2030.  

 A significant part of this will come from rooftop solar and 
decentralised solar installations in villages. These will bring 
enormous benefits and prosperity to rural India. 

 Solar energy is available only during the day, while power is needed 
round the clock. “Therefore, storage is an important piece of the 
puzzle to solve. For this, it aims to launch it’s second initiative — an 
Advanced Energy Storage GigaFactory”. 

 It is exploring new and advanced electro chemical technologies that 
can be used for such large-scale grid batteries to store the energy 
that they will create”.  

 RIL will collaborate with global leaders in battery technology to 
achieve the highest reliability for round-the-clock power availability 
through a combination of generation, storage, and grid connectivity. 

 RIL’s third initiative — an Electrolyser GigaFactory — will 
manufacture modular electrolysers of highest efficiency and lowest 
capital cost. “These can be used for captive production of green 
hydrogen for domestic use as well as for global sale”. 

 The fourth initiative will be the Fuel Cell Giga factory. “A fuel cell 
uses oxygen from the air and hydrogen, to generate electricity. The 
only emission of this process is non-polluting water vapour. 
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State news 
Just 4% of Karnataka govt's incentives for EVs has been 
utilised: Report 

 Only 4% of government incentives for electric vehicles (EVs) like 
cars, bikes and autos have been utilised, while two-thirds of the 
scheme’s intended duration elapsed in April 2021. 

 The World Business Council for Sustainable Development, a 
federation of over 200 companies, has recommended to the Indian 
government to liberalise the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 
Electric Vehicles (FAME) II scheme under which subsidy is given to 
various categories of vehicles. 

 The report suggested extending the scheme beyond March 2022 and 
widening the scope to include more segments like private e-buses 
and corporate e-cars, battery-swapping technology, and the adoption 
of business models with significant tractions. 

 It said ambitious targets must be set either in terms of sales or 
phasing out internal combustion engines along with an 
implementation roadmap.  

 Commercial fleets like employee transport, ride-hailing cabs and 
urban freight vehicles should be prioritised for EV adoption due to a 
larger deployment of vehicles and economic viability. 

 The report said future policies should be aligned to electrification 
ambition, besides enabling a level playing field for the private sector 
in setting up infrastructure and land allocation.  

 

Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in 
India - II 

 Scheme is launched under the National Mission on Electric Mobility in 
2011/ National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020, unveiled in 2013.  

 The scheme aims to encourage progressive induction of reliable, 
affordable and efficient electric and hybrid vehicles (xEV).  

 The First Phase of the scheme was initially approved for a period of 2 
years, commencing from 1st April, 2015.  

 Government approved Phase-II of FAME Scheme with an outlay of  Rs. 
10,000 Crore for a period of 3 years commencing from 1st April 2019.  

 This phase aims to generate demand by way of supporting 7000 
Electric Buses (e-bus), 5 lakh Electric Three Wheelers (e-3W), 55000 
Electric Four Wheeler Passenger Cars (including Strong Hybrid) (e-
4W) and 10 lakh Electric Two Wheelers (e-2W).  

 In addition, creation of Charging Infrastructure is also supported 
under the Scheme. 
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 Vehicles fitted with only advanced chemistry batteries, meeting with 
minimum Technical Criteria and registered as “Motor Vehicle” as per 
CMVR shall be eligible for incentive under the scheme.  

 Scheme will be applicable mainly to vehicles used for public transport 
or those registered for commercial purposes in e-3W, e-4W and e-bus 
segments. 

 

Health 
Additional 5,240 vials of Amphotericin B allocated to 
Karnataka 

 Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers D V Sadananda Gowda 
on Wednesday said additional 5,240 vials of Liposomal Amphotericin 
B, which is used in the treatment of black fungus, has been allocated 
to Karnataka. 

 The government has been taking various steps to enhance the 
availability of Amphotericin B in the country to cater to the sudden 
increase in demand for the medication, including giving a boost to 
domestic manufacturing. 

 
Amphotericin B 

 It is an antifungal medication being used to treat Mucormycosis.  
 It is used for serious fungal infections and leishmaniasis. it is also 

used to treat aspergillosis, blastomycosis, candidiasis, 
coccidioidomycosis, and cryptococcosis. 
Mucormycosis 

 It is a serious but rare fungal infection caused by a group of molds 
called mucormycetes.  

 These molds live throughout the environment, particularly in soil and 
in association with decaying organic matter, such as leaves, compost 
piles, and animal dung. 

 Mucormycosis mainly affects people who have health problems or 
take medicines that lower the body’s ability to fight germs and 
sickness. It most commonly affects the sinuses or the lungs after 
inhaling fungal spores from the air. It can also occur on the skin after 
a cut, burn, or other type of skin injury. 

 Warning signs include pain and redness around the eyes or nose, 
with fever, headache, coughing, shortness of breath, bloody vomits, 
and altered mental status. 
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26/06/2021 
International Relations 
Pakistan to remain on FATF grey list 
 

 The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has retained Pakistan in its 
“grey list” for failing to adequately investigate and prosecute senior 
leaders and commanders of UN-designated terrorist groups. 

 However, FATF noted that Pakistan had completed all but one of the 
27 items in the action plan drawn up for the country to tackle money 
laundering and terror financing when it was placed in the list of 
nations under increased monitoring or the grey list in 2018. 

 The FATF encourages Pakistan to continue to make progress to 
address   the one remaining CFT (counter-terrorist financing)-related 
item by demonstrating that TF (terrorist financing) investigations 
and prosecutions target senior leaders and commanders of UN 
designated terrorist groups. 

 Experts pointed out the sole remaining action item was significant as 
Pakistan has given few indications that it plans to investigate and 
prosecute leaders and commanders of all the eight terror groups that 
have been named by FATF in the past – the Taliban, Haqqani 
Network, Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Jamaat-
ud-Dawah (JuD), Falah-e-Insaniat Foundation, al-Qaeda and Islamic 
State. 

 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
 FATF is an intergovernmental organisation founded in 1989 on the 

initiative of the G7 to develop policies to combat money laundering. In 
2001,  

 Its mandate was expanded to include terrorism financing. 
 Headquarters: Paris, France. 
 India is a member country of FATF. 
 The objectives of FATF are to set standards and promote effective 

implementation of legal, regulatory and operational measures for 
combating money laundering, terrorist financing and other related 
threats to the integrity of the international financial system.  

 Since 2000, FATF has maintained the FATF blacklist (formally called 
the "Call for action") and the FATF greylist (formally called the "Other 
monitored jurisdictions"). 

 Black List: The blacklist, now called the “Call for action” was the 
common shorthand description for the FATF list of “Non-Cooperative 
Countries or Territories' ' (NCCTs). 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

 Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting 
terror funding and money laundering are put in the FATF grey list. 
This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the 
blacklist. 

 

S&T 
Rajasthan gets genome sequencing laboratory 
 

 The facility for genome sequencing to identify new variants of SARS-
CoV-2 has been started at Sawai Man Singh Government Medical 
College in Jaipur, Rajasthan. 

 It makes Rajasthan the first State in the country to have such a 
provision for complete sequencing at the State level. 

 The facility had been made available in the State at a cost of ₹1 crore 
for getting information about new variants of the virus. Till now the 
samples from the State were being sent to the Institute of Genomics 
and Integrative Biology’s laboratory in New Delhi. 

 The machine installed at SMS Medical College has started functioning 
from June 15 with the capacity to test 20 samples a day, while the 
report is received in three to four days. 

 

Genome sequencing 
 Genome sequencing is figuring out the order of DNA nucleotides, or 

bases, in a genome—the order of As, Cs, Gs, and Ts that make up an 
organism's DNA. The human genome is made up of over 3 billion of 
these genetic letters. 

 Genome sequencing helps in — 
o Determining the origin of pandemic. 
o Sequencing is useful to know and check if the strain is evolving. 

By knowing change in genes it can help in preventing its spread. 
o Better understanding of diseases. 
o Determining Drug efficacy. 

 Given the benefits of genome sequencing, it will help in better 
understanding of the human body and processes and will help in 
treating earlier untreatable diseases. Although there are some issues 
and challenges, these can be handled and resolved. 
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Defence 
DRDO tests enhanced range Pinaka and 122 mm rockets 
 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
successfully test fired the following at integrated test range, 
Chandipur in Odisha. 

o The enhanced range versions of the indigenously developed 
122 mm calibre rocket and 

o The extended range version of indigenously developed Pinaka 
rocket from a Multi-Barrel Rocket Launcher (MBRL). 

 
Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher 

 
 

 Four enhanced range versions of 122mm rockets were test fired with 
full instrumentation and they met the complete mission objectives.  

 These rockets have been developed for Army applications and can 
destroy targets up to 40 km”.  

 This enhanced rocket system would replace the existing 122mm 
Grad rockets. 

 The enhanced range version of the Pinaka rocket system can destroy 
targets at distances up to 45 kms. 

 Both the Pinaka and the 122 mm rockets were developed by Pune-
based Armament Research and Development Establishment and High 
Energy Materials Research Laboratory with manufacturing support 
from Economic Explosives Limited, Nagpur. 
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Defence 
India's first indigenous aircraft carrier Vikrant likely to be 
commissioned by early 2021 
 

 The indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) that will be christened INS 
Vikrant, after its decommissioned sibling, built by Cochin Shipyard 
Limited, is expected to fully hand it over to the Indian Navy in 2022.  

 It can carry a total of 30 aircraft (fighters and helicopters). 
 The biggest ship made in India and carrying a price tag of over 

₹20,000 crore,  
 it has an overall length of 263 m and breadth of 63 m. The towering 

vessel has 15 decks and displacement (weight) of 40,000 tonnes.  
 Propelled by four gas turbines, it is expected to touch up to a speed of 

30 knots (approximately 55 kmph). Its endurance is 7,500 nautical 
miles at a speed of 18 knots (32 kmph), Navy sources said. 

 The vessel can carry up to 1,500 personnel and has 2,300 
compartments (in its hull), while a total of 2,100 km cables were 
used within. 
Weapons 

 The shipborne weapons include Barak LR SAM and AK-630, while it 
has MFSTAR and RAN-40L 3D radars as sensors. The vessel has a 
Shakti EW Suite. 

 It has a pair of runways and a ‘'short take off but arrested recovery’ 
system to control aircraft.  

 The vessel relies largely on Russian technology and has an integrated 
platform management system readied by Bharat Heavy Electrical Ltd. 

 

International relations 
Tibet gets first bullet train, links Lhasa to India border 
 

 China started operating the first bullet train line in Tibet, linking 
Lhasa to Nyingchi near the border with Arunachal Pradesh. 

 It's the 435-km line, which has a designed speed of 160 kilometres 
per hour. 

 It would connect the capital city of the Tibet Autonomous Region to 
the border city of Nyingchi with a travel time of three and a half 
hours. 
Concerns for india 

 The Lhasa-Nyingchi rail is one among several major infrastructure 
projects recently completed in Tibet’s southern and southeastern 
counties near the Arunachal border.  
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 Last month, China completed construction of a strategically 
significant highway through the Grand Canyon of the Yarlung Zangbo 
river, as the Brahmaputra is called in Tibet.  

 

Social issue 
Honour killing case: brother and cousin involved, alleges 
woman 

 The couple, belonging to the same clan and lived in the same village 
who got married a year ago were shot at by the woman’s brother and 
cousin who had come along with a few others. 

 The man was shot dead while his 19-year-old wife sustained five 
bullet injuries and is said to be critical. 

 
Honour killing 

 An honour killing, or shame killing is the murder of an individual, 
either an outsider or a member of a family.  

 Most often, it involves the murder by family members, due to the 
perpetrators' belief that the victim has brought dishonor or shame 
upon the family name, reputation or prestige. 

 According to the ‘conservative’ khap panchayat, marriage between 
people of the same village is considered incest as they are siblings 
and hence these marriages are not valid. So the panchayat orders the 
murder of the couple and hangs their body in the village crossing as 
an example to other straying couples.                         
Khap panchayat 

 Khap panchayat is the union of a few villages, mainly in north India 
though it exists in similar forms in the rest of the country. 

 Lately they have emerged as quasi-judicial bodies that pronounce 
harsh punishments based on age-old customs and traditions, often 
bordering on regressive measures to modern problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

                  CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                         

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

State news 
Centre cautions Karnataka over Delta Plus Covid-19 variant, 
directs to prevent crowding 
 

 The Union Health Ministry has alerted the Karnataka government 
over the possible surge of the ‘Delta Plus' variant. The Centre has 
directed the state government to prevent crowding and 
intermingling of people in districts that have reported the new 
variant of Covid-19. 

 The Centre said, “The public health response has to become more 
focussed and stringent.” 

 Take up immediate containment measures in the districts and 
clusters including preventing the crowd and intermingling of people, 
widespread testing, prompt tracing as well as vaccine coverage on a 
priority basis. 

 Besides Karnataka, the Centre has also cautioned neighbouring 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu regarding the outbreak of the new 
variant.  

 States have also been told to send adequate samples of positive cases 
to designated laboratories of INSACOG for the establishment of 
clinical epidemiological correlations. 

 

Delta plus COVID-19 variant 
 The variant, called “Delta Plus” in India, was first reported in a Public 

Health England bulletin on June 11 2021. 
 It is a sub-lineage of the Delta variant first detected in India and has 

acquired the spike protein mutation called K417N which is also found 
in the Beta variant first identified in South Africa. 

 The mutation K417N has been of interest as it is present in the Beta 
variant (B.1.351 lineage), which was reported to have immune evasion 
property. 

 It’s even known to reduce the effectiveness of a cocktail of therapeutic 
monoclonal antibodies. 
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Bengaluru: IIMB researchers use behavioural intervention to 
mitigate water wastage in households 
 

 A multi-year study conducted by the Indian Institute of Management 
Bangalore (IIMB) has been published in a peer-reviewed journal in 
PNAS (Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America).  

 It has indicated that the behavioural traits of leaving the tap open 
while brushing teeth or during the entire time taken to complete a 
shower which adversely affect the efforts towards water 
conservation can be intervened to channelise them towards a better 
purpose. 

 Explaining the process, the team said that the unconscious behaviour 
of leaving the tap on was first brought into the conscious awareness 
of the people through appropriate messaging. “This, coupled with 
water-saving tips, helped consumers cut back on wastage of a crucial 
resource. 

 The messaging consisted of three incremental parts – daily water 
usage information for each family (Part A), a water usage goal (per-
person limit) and feedback on it (Part B), and sharing easy tips on 
water saving (Part C). 
Result of the Experiment 

 The team also noted that the effect lasted for the entire observation 
period of two years even after the five-week-long intervention 
concluded.  

 “Interestingly, it yielded a reduction of 15 to 25 per cent in household 
water consumption.  

 More importantly, establishing the potential of using behavioural 
methods to achieve a significant long-term reduction in water 
consumption. 

  
International Day Against Drug Abuse:  

 Karnataka Police has decided to burn drugs worth Rs 50 crore on 
Saturday to mark the International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking. 

 The drugs, seized in the last 12 months, include ganja, poppy, brown 
sugar, opium, heroin, hashish, charas, cocaine, MDMA powder, MDMA 
tablets, amphetamine and LSD strips. 

 The state police department, in the last one year, has registered 4,066 
cases under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act 
(NDPS), leading to seizure worth more than Rs 50 crore and the 
arrest of 5,291 people across the state. 
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International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
 As per the resolution passed by the United Nations General Assembly 

in 7 December 1987, it was decided to observe 26 June as the 
International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an 
expression of its determination to strengthen action and cooperation 
to achieve the goal of an international society free of drug abuse. 

 The theme of the 2021 International Day Against Drug Abuse and 
Illicit Trafficking: “ Share Facts On Drugs, Save Lives”. It aims at 
combating misinformation and promotes sharing the facts on drugs — 
from health risks and solutions to tackle the world drug problem, to 
evidence-based prevention, treatment, and care. 

 The campaign highlights key statistics and data drawn from UNODC’s 
yearly World Drug Report. Thus, providing facts and practical 
solutions to the current world drug problem, to attain a vision of 
health for all based on science. 

 

Illegal sand mining is damaging bridge, allege citizens 
 The new bridge was built at a cost of Rs 20 lakh from the MLA LAD 

and MPLAD funds, at Makkikadu in Bethu village, which provides 
connectivity to Napoklu town through Balamuri and Parane. 

 But, some people have started sand mining in the region and have 
been continuously extracting sand illegally. As a result, one portion of 
the bridge is on the verge of collapse.  

 If the sand mining is not stopped, the bridge might collapse one day. 
 The villagers of Napoklu, Parane and Konanjageri held a protest near 

the bridge to stop the illegal sand mining. 
 

Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
 This scheme was formulated by the Government of India on 23 

December 1993.  
 It enables the members of parliaments to recommend developmental 

work in their constituencies with an emphasis on creating durable 
community assets based on locally felt needs. 

 Under the scheme, each MP has the choice to suggest to the District 
Collector for works to the tune of Rs.5 Crores per annum to be taken 
up in his/her constituency. 

 The scheme is implemented by the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation. 
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