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1. Which of the following about Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is correct? 
A. It is about 3,200km long and extends across a breathtaking 643,000 sq. 

km. area 
B. The GBR won a place on the World Heritage List under the World Heritage 

Convention, 1972 
C. Both A & B are correct 
D. None of the above 

 

2. Which one of the following is NOT correct about Prime Minister (PM) of 
India? 

A. He is Executive head of the services 
B. He is the principal channel of communication between the President and 

the Lok Sabha only 
C. He is the chief spokesman of the Lok Sabha Only 
D. All the above are Incorrect 

 

3. With reference to Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs), consider the 
following statements:  
 1. They help to facilitate the purchase of goods and services.  
 2. Cash withdrawals are not permitted under closed system PPIs.  
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

A. 1 only  
B. 2 only  
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
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4. With reference to the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP), consider the following statements:  

1. It focuses on trade in goods and services.  
2. It is ratified by India in 2019.  

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct?  
A. 1 only  
B. 2 only  
C. Both 1 and 2  
D. Neither 1 nor 2 

 

5. Why Kamargaon is seen in news recently with respect to space and earth 
interior? 

A. Its town where aliens were landed recently 
B. A observatory is installed by NASA for Solar waves study 
C. A meteorite fell near this town back in 2015 
D. None of the above 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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OUTLINE FOR 28th June 2021 DQ 

1. Ans: (B) 

 The wonder of the natural world, Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and its diversity 
of marine life ranging from corals to whales found a place on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List in 1981.  

 The GBR is about 2,300 km long and extends across a breathtaking 346,000 sq. 
km. area, hosting an assemblage of fishes and invertebrates in the reefs, 
dugongs, green turtles and other species in seagrass meadows, and sharks, rays, 
anemones, sponges, worms and myriad other forms. 

 The GBR won a place on the World Heritage List under the World Heritage 
Convention, 1972, as it has outstanding universal value, which UNESCO defines 
as “cultural and/or natural significance which is so exceptional as to transcend 
national boundaries and to be of common importance for present and future 
generations of all humanity.” 

 

2. Ans: (D) 

 The Constitution does not contain any specific procedure for the selection and 
appointment of the Prime Minister. Article 75 says only that the Prime Minister 
shall be appointed by the president. 

 His Powers and Functions are: 
o He advises the President with regard to summoning and proroguing of the 

sessions of the Parliament. 
o He is the principal channel of communication between the President and 

the council of ministers. 
o He can recommend dissolution of the Lok Sabha to President at any time. 
o He announces government policies on the floor of the House. 
o He is the chief spokesman of the Union government. 
o He is political head of the services 
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3. Ans. (B)  

 Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs) help facilitate the purchase of goods and 
services, including financial services, remittances and fund transfers to family 
and friends against the value stored on such instruments.  

 PPI issuers are companies incorporated in India and registered under the 
Companies Act, 1956/Companies Act, 2013.  

 A company can issue and operate PPIs after receiving authorization from RBI.  

 PPIs can be issued in the country under three types:  
o Closed System PPIs: These are PPIs issued by an entity for facilitating the 

purchase of goods and services from that entity only. No cash withdrawals 
are permitted. These instruments cannot be used for payment or 
settlement for third party services  

o Semi-closed System PPIs: These are PPIs issued by banks (approved by 
RBI) and nonbanks (authorized by RBI) for purchase of goods and 
services, including financial services, remittance facilities, etc. to accept 
the PPIs as payment instruments. These instruments do not also permit 
cash withdrawal, irrespective of whether they are issued by banks or non-
banks.  

o Open System PPIs: These are PPIs issued by banks (approved by RBI) for 
use at any merchant for the purchase of goods and services, including 
financial services, remittance facilities, etc. Cash withdrawal at ATMs / 
Points of Sale (PoS) terminals / Business Correspondents (BCs) is also 
allowed through these PPIs. 

 

4. Ans. (B)  

 It comprises about 30 per cent of global gross domestic product and close to a 
third of the world’s population.  

 The pact aims to cover trade in goods and services, intellectual property, etc. 
Described as the “largest” regional trading agreement to this day, RCEP was 
originally being negotiated between 16 countries — ASEAN members and 
countries with which they have free trade agreements (FTAs), namely Australia, 
China, Korea, Japan, New Zealand, and India.  

 The RCEP negotiations were launched during the 21st ASEAN Summit in 
Cambodia in November 2012.  

 The regional trade agreement has been signed by 15 countries, without India. 
On November 4, 2019, India decided to exit discussions over “significant 
outstanding issues”.  

 RCEP was signed by the remaining 15 participating countries in November 
2020. 
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 The RCEP agreement will enter into force after six ASEAN member states and 
three ASEAN FTA partners have ratified it. Singapore ratified it, becoming the 
first participating country to do so in a multi-nation trade pact. 

 

5. Ans: (C) 

 A new study has now shown that by studying meteorite and its minerals, 
scientists may find new clues about the Earth’s lower mantle. 

 The meteorite originated in the asteroid belt, was sucked in by Earth’s gravity. 

 On November 13, 2015, a meteorite fell near the town of Kamargaon in Assam, 
India.  

 It weighed a little over 12 kg and scientists decoded its mineral composition and 
classified it as a chondrite, a variety of stony meteorite 

 . 
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