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Government puts off decision on tax relief for COVID-19 
supplies 

 The Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) Council failed to agree on 
immediate tax breaks for critical 
pandemic relief supplies, 
including COVID-19 vaccines, 
and constituted a Group of 
Ministers to recommend 
individual items’ tax rates by 
june 8.   

 Due to the rising cases of Black 
Fungus, a particular medicine 
required for it, amphotericin-B 
has also been included in the 
exemption list (for tax-free 
imports). 

 A special session of the Council will be held to discuss with States how 
long the Compensation Cess levied under the GST regime needs to be 
extended beyond its current sunset date of July 2022. 

 For this year’s estimated shortfall in compensation cess collections to 
meet States’ dues, the Centre will raise ₹1.58 lakh crore to recompense 
States via back-to-back loans, like it was done last year. 

                                            Goods and Services Tax Council 

 It is a constitutional 

body for making 

recommendations 

to the Union and 

State Government 

on issues related to 

Goods and Service 

Tax. 

 Article 279A of the 

constitution 

empowers the 

president to constitute a joint forum of the central and states, namely 

Goods and Services Tax Council. 
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India's first city-wide environmental surveillance platform for 
COVID launched 

 Due to the number of cases of COVID-19 surging across the county in 

the second wave of the pandemic, the Government of Karnataka is 

introducing a city-wide sewage surveillance system in Bangalore that 

will help officials track the virus at an early stage, even among 

asymptomatic individuals. 

 Assisting this effort is the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) and the Skoll Foundation-supported 

COVIDactionCollab (CAC), an India-wide collaborative of over 300 

organizations and networks working together to provide COVID-19 

relief and recovery services to the country's most vulnerable 

communities. 

 Over the last year, scientists around the world have discovered that 

waste-water testing can serve as a cost-effective early warning system, 

often predicting an increase in COVID-19 before the number of official 

cases has risen. The Precision Health Platform in Bengaluru, the first 

of its kind in Asia, will test sewage from both sewered and non-

sewered waste-water to identify clusters of new infections. Early 

identification of clusters can help guide the COVID-19 response and 

give policymakers the information they need to better allocate limited 

pandemic resources. 
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DRDO develops near-isothermal forging technology for aero-engines 

 Developed at the DRDO's premier metallurgical laboratory, Defence 

Metallurgical Research Laboratory, Hyderabad 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has 

announced a modest step towards achieving the ultimate aeronautical 

challenge, one that even resource-rich China is struggling to achieve: 

Developing a jet engine with the thrust to power a fighter in 

combat. 

 
 The DRDO established the near-isothermal forging technology to 

produce all the five stages of high-pressure compressor (HPC) discs 

out of difficult-to-deform, titanium alloy, using its unique 2000 MT 

(metric tonne) isothermal forge press. It can withstand temperatures 

of more than 1,000 degrees Celsius.  

 With this development, India has joined the league of limited global 

engine developers to have the manufacturing capabilities of such 

critical aero-engine components. 
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T.M. Kaliannan, last surviving member of Constituent Assembly, no 
more 

 

           

 Kalliannan Gounder was born on January10, 1921 at Akkaraipatti 

village in Namakkal. He joined the Indian National Congress at the age 

of 19 and participated in the Quit India movement. He was elected to 

the Indian Constituent Assembly while he was 28-years-old. He was 

reportedly the youngest member in the Constituent Assembly then 

and also a member of India’s first provisional parliament. 

 Mr. Gounder served as a Member of Legislative Council in Tamil Nadu 

and also as an MLA thrice, between 1952 and 1967. 

 A Gandhian, the freedom fighter had worked with stalwarts like Dr. 

B.R. Ambedkar and former Chief Minister K. Kamaraj. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T.M. Kalliannan Gounder, the 

last surviving former member 

of the Indian Constituent 

Assembly, died at the age of 

101 at Tiruchengode in 

western Tamil Nadu. 
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SC widens the scope of dowry death under Section 304B of IPC 

 Dowry deaths accounted for 40% to 50% homicides in the country for 

almost a decade from 1999 to 2018.  

 The judgment pronounced by a three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice 

of India N.V. Ramana called dowry harassment a “pestiferous” crime 

where women are subjected to cruelty by “covetous” husbands and in-

laws.  

 In 2019 alone, 7,115 cases of dowry death were registered under 

Section 304-B of the Indian Penal Code. 

 As per Section 304B of IPC, it is considered as a case of dowry death, 

if a woman dies of burns or other bodily injuries or “otherwise than 

under normal circumstances” within seven years of her marriage and 

should have suffered cruelty or harassment from her husband or in-

laws “soon before her death” in connection with demand for dowry. 

 The Bench of the Supreme Court consisting of CJI N.V. Ramana and 

Justice Aniruddha Bose stated that courts should interpret the 

provisions of dowry death liberally, keeping in mind the law’s 

intention to punish dowry and bride-burning.The judgement authored 

by the CJI, stated that the legislation has allowed the discretion of the 

courts while interpreting this provision. 

 It was further stated that it is absurd to interpret the term “soon before 

death” as “immediately before death”.Instead it should be interpreted 

as any harassment which has a “proximate and live link to death”. 

 The Bench was also of the opinion that the straitjacket and literal 

interpretation of these provisions has blunted the battle against the 

long-standing social evil. 

 The Bench also laid down certain guidelines to trial courts: 

1. While conducting the examination of accused under Section 313 

of the Crpc, any incriminating material should be examined in a 

fair manner. 

2. The Court must seek response from the accused regarding 

incriminating material. 

3. Courts should question the accused fairly, with care and caution. 

4. Courts should be careful during the conduction of the trial as the 

crime is of precarious nature. 
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Centre to give ₹100 each to children covered by mid day meal 
scheme 

 

 The Centre has decided to give about ₹100 each to children studying 

in Class 1 to Class 8 in government schools, who are beneficiaries of 

the Mid Day Meal scheme.The money, ₹1200 crore in total, will be 

given to 11.8 crore children through direct benefit transfer as a one-

time payment. 

 This decision will help safeguard the nutritional levels of children and 

aid in protecting their immunity during the challenging pandemic 

times". 

 

Midday Meal Scheme 

The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme in India 

designed to better the nutritional standing of school-age children 

nationwide. The programme supplies free lunches on working days for 

children in primary and upper primary classes in government, 

government aided, local body, Education Guarantee Scheme, and 

alternate innovative education centres, Madarsa and Maqtabs 

supported under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and National Child Labour 

Project schools run by the ministry of labour. 
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Power Ministry transfers Srinagar-Leh Transmission System 
to PGCIL 

 The Ministry of Power, government of India, has transferred 220 kV 

Srinagar-Drass-Kargil-Khaltsi-Leh Transmission System to the Power 

Grid Corporation of India (PGCIL), a Maharatna CPSE of the 

government of India. 

 
 The transmission system was dedicated to the nation by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in February 2019, and it connects the Ladakh 

region to the national grid, ensuring quality and reliable power supply. 

 Built at a height of around 3000-4000 mtr, this 335 km long 

transmission line traverses snow-bound difficult hilly terrain. It 

comprises four new state-of-the-art 220/66 kV gas insulated 

substations and 66 kV interconnection systems at Drass, Kargil, 

Khaltsi and Leh. The project was executed by PGCIL on consultancy 

basis under Prime Minister’s Reconstruction Plan (PMRP) Scheme. 
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Ripples from Cyclone Yaas and surging tides devastate the 
Sundarbans 

 For people in the ecologically fragile Sunderbans, life revolves around 

battling high tides daily and cyclones regularly. But every cyclone 

throws up new challenges to the Sundarbans and its inhabitants — 

something the people had not imagined, and policy makers are not 

prepared for. 

 Over just the past three years, the Sunderbans, which is home to close 

to five million people, has been battered by four tropical cyclones — 

Fani (May 2019), Bulbul (November 2019), Amphan (May 2020) and 

Yaas (May 2021). On each occasion, the region has suffered damage 

because of gale winds and breached embankments, leading to ingress 

of sea water. 

 Ghoramara is one of the islands that has been sinking due to rising sea 

levels, where a few dozen houses and acres of land go under water 

every year. 

 Sagar Island, the biggest island of the Sundarbans chain and site of the 

famous Gangasagar Mela during Makar Sankranti, has also suffered 

damage. The sea water from the site where the devotees take a holy 

dip surged several kilometres inland crossing the Kapil Muni temple. 

 Once the sea water enters the islands, not only are dwelling units 

destroyed but the crops are inundated and land cannot be cultivated 

because of the salinity, even the fish in the ponds die. The Sunderbans 

also have a high density of population where people survive on frugal 

economic means. 

 The cyclones and the tides also pose a challenge to conservation 

efforts of flagship species which are unique to the ecosystem. 

Shaliendra Singh, director of Turtle Survival Alliance whose 

organisation runs a conservation of Indian River Terrapin (Batagur 

Baska), a critically endangered species, says that the salinity of the 

ponds, where the animal is being observed, has increased and has to 

be brought to normal for the species to thrive. 
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Government launches YUVA - Prime Minister’s Scheme For 
Mentoring Young Authors     

                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 The Ministry of Education, Department of Higher Education today 

launched YUVA-  Prime Minister’s Scheme For Mentoring Young 

Authors, an Author Mentorship programme to train young and 

budding authors (below 30 years of age) in order to promote reading, 

writing and book culture in the country, and project India and Indian 

writings globally. 

 The launch of YUVA (Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors) is in 

tune with PM’s vision to encourage young writers to write about 

India's freedom struggle. 

 YUVA is a part of India@75 Project (Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav) to 

bring to the fore the perspectives of the young generation of writers 

on themes like Unsung Heroes, Freedom Fighters, Unknown and 

Forgotten Places and their role in National Movement, and other 

related themes in an innovative and creative manner. 
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PM announces ₹10 lakh fund, free education, other benefits 
for kids who lost parents to Covid 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that all children who have 

lost both parents or guardians due to coronavirus will be supported 

under the ‘PM-CARES for Children’ scheme. 

 He said children who lost their parents to Covid-19 would get a 

monthly stipend once they turn 18 and a fund of ₹10 lakh when they 

turn 23 from PM-CARES. 

 Further, he said that the child will be given admission to the nearest 

Kendriya Vidyalaya or in a private school as a day scholar. If the child 

is admitted to a private school, the fees as per the Right to Education 

norms will be given from the PM CARES, the PMO added. 

 All children will be enrolled as a beneficiary under Ayushman Bharat 

Scheme (PM-JAY) with a health insurance cover of ₹5 lakh. 
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Declining forest bird species in Western Himalaya 

 The State of Uttarakhand, with extremely cold winters and pleasant 

summers, is home to the Western Himalayan temperate forests which 

harbour a large number of endemic bird species. A new study that 

analysed these natural oak-dominated forests and modified forests 

has noted that there was a drastic loss of bird species in all modified 

landscapes. 

 The results showed that there was a low diversity of species in 

monoculture areas and urban sites. They also noted a drastic loss of 

pollinator birds and insectivores in the degraded forests, 

monocultures and urbanised sites.  

 The results were published recently in the Global Ecology and 

Conservation journal. 

 Strong decline in some of the habitat guilds in the areas that 

experienced land-use change was also noticed.  

 These species that dropped out of the modified land areas were 

recognised oak forest specialists such as rufous-bellied woodpecker, 

greater yellownape, rufous sibia, white-throated laughingthrush and 

black-faced warbler. 

                

                     Himalayan WoodPecker 

 

 They also noted that 

two species (rufous-

bellied woodpecker 

and greater 

yellownape) showed 

great potential as 

indicators of forest 

quality as they were 

most likely to be 

found in dense 

canopied forests 

with larger and 

taller trees on which 

they preferred to 

forage. 
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IIT Mandi researchers reveal key SARS-CoV-2 protein 
structure 

 

 Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi (IIT Mandi) 

in Himachal Pradesh have revealed the part of structure of a key 

protein in COVID-19 virus, which helps in understanding its mode of 

action, its role in the spread and severity of the disease and 

development of antiviral therapeutics. The findings have been 

published in Current Research in Virological Science. 

 According to the team, current COVID-19 treatments simply manage 

symptoms while the body fights off the infection with its immune 

defence system. There are, as yet, no confirmed antiviral drugs that 

can stop the virus from replicating. 

 This virus has 16 non-structural proteins (NSP1–NSP16), of which the 

NSP1 plays a vital role in the pathogenicity (ability to cause disease) 

of the virus. The NSP1 disrupts the proteins of the host cell and 

suppresses its immune functions. Its importance can be understood by 

the fact that it is also called the ‘host shutoff factor’.  
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Patented ‘village rice’ from Kumbakonam exported to Ghana, 
Yemen 

 

 

 

 In a major boost to India’s non-basmati rice exports potential, two 

consignments 4.5 MT of patented ‘village rice’ sourced from 

Kumbakonam, Thanjavur district, Tamil Nadu by a start-up Udaya 

Agro Farm was exported today to Ghana & Yemen via air & sea routes. 

 Enriched with protein, fibre, and a variety of minerals, ‘village rice’ is 

sourced directly from farmers of Thanjavur, also known as the rice 

bowl of Tamil Nadu. 

 In March, 2021, the first consignment of ‘red rice’ from Assam was 

exported to the USA. Iron rich ‘red rice’ is grown in the Brahmaputra 

valley of Assam, without the use of any chemical fertilizer. The rice 

variety is referred to as ‘Bao-dhaan’, which is an integral part of 

Assamese food. 
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Tianzhou-2 cargo spacecraft docks with China's space station 
module 

 

 China’s Tianzhou-2 cargo spacecraft docked with the Tianhe space 

station module in low Earth orbit on 29th May, eight hours after 

launch on a Long March 7 rocket from Wenchang spaceport. 

 Tianzhou-2 is tasked with delivering propellant and supplies ahead of 

a first crewed mission to Tianhe in June. 

 The docking of Tianzhou-2 has paved the way for China to launch 

astronauts to the space station. 

 China’s space station will be made of three modules which includes the 

Tianhe “core,” cargo spacecraft such as Tianzhou-2 and laboratories.  

 China will carry out 11 missions this year and next to complete the 

construction of the space station, and bring astronauts and supplies up 

too. The space station is expected to go into operation in 2022. 

 China’s first self-developed space station will rival the International 

Space Station, which is a cooperative effort between the United States, 

Russia, Europe, Japan, and Canada. China is not involved. 
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Monsoon onset over Kerala delayed to June 3: IMD 

 The monsoon’s arrival over Kerala has been delayed to June 3, 

according to an update by the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

The agency had last month forecasted that the onset would be on May 

31. 

 

 Private weather forecast agency, Skymet, however, said that the 

monsoon had arrived. This was because two of the three criteria — as 

defined by the IMD — had been met.The criteria are rain-bearing 

westerlies being at a minimum depth and speed; at least 60% of the 

available 14 stations in Kerala and coastal Karnataka, namely Minicoy, 

Amini, Thiruvananthapuram, Punalur, Kollam, Alappuzha, Kottayam, 

Kochi, Thrissur, Kozhikode, Thalassery, Kannur, Kudlu and Mangalore 

reporting rainfall of 2.5 mm or more for two consecutive days after 

May 10; a certain degree of clouding, indicated by a parameter called 

‘outgoing longwave radiation’ (OLR), being below 200 W/square 

metre. It said IMD’s own data indicated that except for the OLR, the 

other criterias were met. “This is certainly a weak onset and the OLR 

was actually below 200 two days ago but has now increased to 250. 

There is an element of subjectivity in arrival and even IMD has, on 

previous occasions, relied on the two out of three criteria to declare 

monsoon onset.” 

 The India Meteorological Department (IMD) expects more rain in the 

monsoon months of June-September than its previous estimate in 

April. On Tuesday, it said monsoon rains would be 101% of the Long 

Period Average (LPA) of 88 cm. In the agency’s parlance, this still 

constitutes ‘normal’ rainfall which is anywhere from 96-104% of the 

LPA. 
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Explained: Why edible oils are costlier, and the way forward 

 The prices of six edible oils — groundnut oil, mustard oil, vanaspati, 

soya oil, sunflower oil and palm oil — have risen between 20% and 

56% at all-India levels in the last one year, as per the data by the 

Department of Consumer Affairs. 

 The monthly average retail prices of all six edible oils soared to an 11-

year high in May 2021. The sharp increase in cooking oil prices has 

come at a time when household incomes have been hit due to Covid-19.

 
Domestic production and Import of edible oils 

 According to the Agriculture Ministry, the demand for vegetable oils 

has been in the range of 23.48–25.92 million tonnes between 2015-16 

and 2019-20. However, domestic supply in this period has been much 

lower, in the range of 8.63–10.65 million tonnes. In 2019-20, domestic 

availability of edible oils from both primary sources (oilseeds like 

mustard, groundnut etc.) and secondary sources (such as coconut, oil 

palm, rice bran oil, cotton seed) was only 10.65 million tonnes against 

the total domestic demand of 24 million tonnes — a gap of over 13 

million tonnes. 

 Thus, India depends on imports to meet its demand.  

 In 2019-20, the country imported about 13.35 million tonnes of edible 

oils worth Rs 61,559 crore, or about 56% of the demand. This mainly 

comprised palm (7 million tonnes), soyabean (3.5 million tonnes) and 

sunflower (2.5 million tonnes).  
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 The major sources of these imports are Argentina and Brazil for 

soybean oil; Indonesia and Malaysia palm oil; and Ukraine and 

Argentina again for sunflower oil. 

Reasons for price rise in edible oils 

 The increase in domestic prices is basically a reflection of international 

prices, because India meets 56% of its domestic demand through 

imports. In the international market, prices of edible oils have jumped 

sharply in recent months due to various factors. One of the reasons for 

rise in international prices is the thrust on making biofuel from 

vegetable oil so that there is a shifting of edible oils from food basket 

to fuel basket, adding there has been a thrust on making renewable 

fuel from soybean oil in the US, Brazil and other countries. 

 Other factors include buying by China, labour issues in Malaysia, the 

impact of La Niña on palm and soya producing areas, and export duties 

on crude palm oil in Indonesia and Malaysia. 

 According to the FAO, reports of “lower than-expected planting 

intentions and accounts of below-average temperatures and dry 

conditions in parts of USA’s main soya growing regions cast doubts 

over the supply prospects for the upcoming 2021/22 season”. Besides, 

Argentina’s production outlook is conditioned by reports of lower-

than-anticipated yields owing to prolonged dryness. 

Options before the government 

 One of the short-term options for reducing edible oil prices is to lower 

import duties. 

 If the government reduces import duty on refined palm oil, prices will 

come down immediately. 
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 India's GDP contracts 7.3% in FY21; grows at 1.6% in Q4 

 India's economy grew at 1.6 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2021-21, 

recording a slight pickup in GDP growth amid the Covid-19 second 

wave hitting the economy hard. In the full fiscal year, the economy 

shrunk by -7.3 per cent as the Covid-19 pandemic ravaged the 

economy. The contraction in FY21 GDP is worse in more than 40 years, 

the government data shows.        

 Gross Value Added (GVA), which is a more accurate way of assessing 

the actual growth in the economy, contracted by 6.2% for the entire 

year. The fourth quarter GVA of 3.7% shows that the economy was on 

the mend. 

 
 The RBI in its annual report said that this time around may not be as 

hard as the first wave. A number of states have imposed local 

lockdowns and curfews to break the chain of transmission of the virus. 

 The second wave could have an impact on private consumption, a key 

driver of economic activity. Unlike the first wave when the slowdown 

was led by a dent in production. Private spending will be hurt by 

mounting job losses and falling incomes. 
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Coronavirus | Supreme Court bats for ‘one price for vaccines 
across nation’ 

 The government claimed it will inoculate the “entire eligible 

population” by 2021-end, to which the Supreme Court questioned the 

efficacy of its policy, which allows the Centre to procure just 50% of 

the vaccines while leaving the States to buy their own. The court also 

challenged the differential vaccine pricing policy, saying “there needs 

to be one price for vaccines across the nation”. 

 A three-judge Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud also asked the 

government to think about the farfetchedness of an illiterate villager 

from rural India crossing the “digital divide” to register for COVID-19 

vaccination on the COWIN portal where slots disappear in the blink of 

an eye. The government should be aware of the ground realities in 

‘Digital India’. Vaccination policy today is entirely exclusionary of the 

rural areas, the court said. 

 
Queries dual pricing 

 The court also highlighted the difference in vaccine prices between the 

Centre and the States. When the Centre can purchase vaccines in bulk 

for ₹150 per dose, the States have to pay ₹300 to ₹600. The Bench 

asked why even the two vaccines (Covaxin and Covidshield) were 

differentially priced. 
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 Justice Chandrachud said some States and municipal corporations had 

gone ahead and floated their own “global tenders” to buy vaccines.Is 

the policy of the country that all States are on their own to supply 

tenders,” Justice Chandrachud asked the Centre.“Article 1 of the 

Constitution says Bharat is a Union of States. When the Constitution 

says that, we will follow the federal rule. Then the Government of India 

has to wholly procure the vaccines and distribute them. Here, 

individual States are left in a lurch…” Justice Chandrachud said.  

 The court referred to how private entities were pricing vaccine jabs 

very high. Private hospitals price an injection at ₹1,000. For a family of 

four, it will come up to ₹4,000. It is a huge expense.This is when Central 

governments in other countries vaccinate their people free of charge” 

and vaccine prices would go further high in case of shortage. “Even 

other drugs like Remdesivir, the prices had hit the roof,” the judge said. 

 

Justice Arun Mishra to be NHRC Chairperson       

 Former Supreme Court judge, Justice Arun Mishra is likely to head the 

National Human Rights Commission. Justice Arun Mishra retired as a 

Supreme Court judge on September 3, 2020. 

 The name of Justice Mishra was recommended by a panel consisting of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah, Deputy 

Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Harivansh, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 

and the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun 

Kharge. 

 

National Human Rights Commission of India.  

 The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India is a Statutory 

public body constituted on 12 October 1993 under the Protection of 

Human Rights Ordinance of 28 September 1993. It was given a 

statutory basis by the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (PHRA). 

 NHRC is responsible for the protection and promotion of human 

rights, defined by the Act as "Rights Relating To Life, liberty, equality 

and dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Constitution or 

embodied in the International Covenants and enforceable by courts in 

India.".         
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Horticulture cluster development programme launched by 
agri minister 

 To ensure holistic growth of horticulture, Agri Minister of Agriculture 

and Farmers’ Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar virtually launched the 

Horticulture Cluster Development Programme (CDP). 

 In a pilot phase, the programme will be implemented in 12 

horticulture clusters out of the total 53 clusters selected for the 

programme. A central sector programme implemented by the National 

Horticulture Board (NHB) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ 

Welfare, CDP aims at growing and developing identified 

horticulture clusters to make them globally competitive. 

 The programme will address all major issues related to the Indian 

horticulture sector including pre-production, production, post-

harvest management, logistics, marketing and branding. The 

programme is designed to leverage geographical specialisation and 

promote integrated and market-led development of horticulture 

clusters. 

 'Doubling farmers' income is one of the biggest priorities of our 

government. CDP will benefit about 10 lakh farmers and related 

stakeholders of the value chain. With this programme, It is aimed to 

improve exports of the targeted crops by approx. 20% and create 

cluster-specific brands to enhance the competitiveness of cluster 

crops.” CDP is expected to attract an estimated investment of INR 

10,000 crore when implemented in all the 53 clusters. 
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IIT Ropar develops ‘AmbiTag’ to record real-time ambient 
temperature 

 

 

 Indian Institute of Technology in Punjab’s Ropar has developed a first-

of-its-kind Internet of Things (IoT) device - AmbiTag. 

 The institute stated that the device records real-time ambient 

temperature during the transportation of perishable products, body 

organs, and blood, vaccines, etc. AmbiTag is a USB-shaped device that 

continuously records the temperature of its immediate surroundings 

from -40℃ to 80℃ in any time zone for a full 90 days on a single 

charge. 

 AmbiTag in India is developed by the researchers at the IIT Ropar 

Technology Innovation Hub - Agriculture and Water Technology 

Development Hub (AWaDH) and it's startup ScratchNest. 
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Supreme Court Seeks Information On Centre's Scheme For 
Children Orphaned By COVID-19 

 The Supreme Court on june 1st asked the Centre to provide 

information on the recently launched 'PM-CARES for Children' scheme 

for kids orphaned by COVID-19, and directed states to appoint nodal 

officers to apprise it on identification and welfare measures for such 

children. 

 The National Commission of Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), in its 

affidavit, said meanwhile that as per the data given by states so far, 

9,346 children have either lost both or one of the parents to the deadly 

virus. As many as 1,742 children have lost both of their parents and 

7,464 have lost one of the parents. 

 The bench directed all states and Union Territories (UTs) to appoint 

nodal officers of level of Secretary or Joint Secretary who will interact 

with the amicus curiae for providing information on orphans, their 

identification and about the welfare measures for them. 

 The bench also asked the states to keep updating the information 

about the identification of orphans and the children in need of care and 

protection on the 'Baal Swaraj' website of NCPCR till Saturday and 

would hear the case on Monday next. 

 An amicus curiae is someone who is not a party to a case who assists 

a court by offering information, expertise, or insight that has a bearing 

on the issues in the case. The decision on whether to consider an 

amicus brief lies within the discretion of the court. The phrase amicus 

curiae is legal Latin. 
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Health Minister Harsh Vardhan launches 'revamped' health 
schemes on IT platform of NHA 

 Health Minister Harsh Vardhan on june 1st launched "revamped" 

health schemes for providing cashless, paperless and citizen-centric 

services. 

 Due to lack of timely intervention, delayed response and various 

hurdles, the poor and the needy were not able to avail the benefits of 

these health schemes. It was noted that these bureaucratic hassles 

stood in the principles of Antyodaya espoused by Deendayal 

Upadhyay.  

 This will enable seamless delivery of healthcare services to eligible 

beneficiaries under these schemes by making the whole process 

paperless. 

 The revamped Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) and the 

umbrella schemes of Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN) and the Health 

Minister's Discretionary Grant (HMDG) on the National Health 

Authority (NHA)'s IT platform were launched. 

 

Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS)  

 The “Central Government Health Scheme” (CGHS) provides 

comprehensive health care facilities for the Central Govt. employees 

and pensioners and their dependents residing in CGHS covered cities. 

 Started in New Delhi in 1954, Central Govt. Health Scheme is now  in 

operation in Allahabad, Ahmedabad ,Bangalore ,Bhubaneswar ,Bhopal 

,Chandigarh , Chennai ,Delhi , Dehradun ,Guwahati ,Hyderabad , Jaipur 

, Jabalpur , Kanpur , Kolkata , Lucknow , Meerut , Mumbai , Nagpur , 

Patna , Pune , Ranchi , Shillong , Trivandrum and Jammu. 

 The medical facilities are provided through Wellness Centres 

(previously  referred to as  CGHS Dispensaries) /polyclinics under  

Allopathic, Ayurveda, Yoga,  Unani, Sidha and  Homeopathic systems 

of medicines. 
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Rashtriya Arogya Nidhi (RAN)  

 The RAN was set up to provide financial assistance to patients, living 

below poverty line and who are suffering from major life threatening 

diseases, to receive medical treatment at any of the super speciality 

Hospitals/Institutes or other Government hospitals. The financial 

assistance to such patients is released in the form of ‘one-time grant’, 

which is released to the Medical Superintendent of the Hospital in 

which the treatment has been/is being received. 

 Under RAN Revolving Funds have been set up in 13 Central 

Government Hospitals/Institutions located all over India for providing 

financial assistance for treatment up to Rs. 2 lakh. In addition financial 

assistance is provided for individual cases referred by Government 

hospitals/institutions, which do not have a Revolving Fund and for 

cases referred by 13 Government hospitals/institutions with 

Revolving Funds for assistance exceeding Rs. 2 lakh. 

 

Health Minister's Discretionary Grant (HMDG) 

 Under the Health Minister’s Discretionary Grant (HMDG), a maximum 

amount of Rs.1,25,000/- is provided to patients whose annual income 

does not exceed Rs.1,25,000/-, to defray a part of the expenditure on 

hospitalization/treatment in Government Hospitals. 

 

World Milk Day 2021 

 The day is observed on 1st June to spread awareness about the 

importance of milk and dairy products in our lives. The day was 

established by the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United 

Nations in 2001. 

 The theme of World Milk Day 2021 will focus on Sustainability in the 

dairy sector with messages around the environment, nutrition, and 

socio-economics. The overarching theme of 2020 was "the 20th 

Anniversary of World Milk Day". The day encourages the benefits of 

dairy products related to health and nutrition, effectiveness and 

attainability, and the passion of the sectors and commitment to 

feeding our communities. 
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Petroleum Minister launches multiple initiatives on 
Compressed BioGas 

 This included the signing of a Cooperation Agreement by Oil and Gas 

majors including IndianOil, HPCL, BPCL, GAIL and IGL, for the 

promotion and development of the SATAT (Sustainable Alternative 

Towards Affordable Transportation) scheme. 

 The Cooperation agreement provides for establishing a strong 

network for marketing the entire produced quantity of CBG Plants 

through various channels. The agreement also has a provision for 

associate implementers to join the SATAT movement. As per the 

agreement, Indian Oil shall act as coordinator under the SATAT 

scheme and liaison with the Government and other agencies on behalf 

of Industry members. GAIL shall serve as the coordinator for the 

implementation of the CBG-CGD synchronization scheme. 

 Minister also dedicated to the nation the newly commissioned CBG 

plants of Solika Energy Pvt. Ltd. in Hyderabad and T R Mega Foods and 

Beverages LLP in Ludhiana. He also dedicated new CBG selling retail 

outlets at Hyderabad (Masab Tank Service Station), Bengaluru (Jai 

Bheem) and Ludhiana (Sharma Filling Station) to the nation. 

 

SATAT scheme 

  The SATAT scheme aims to set up Compressed Biogas production 

plants and make CBG available in the market for use as a green fuel. 

 SATAT’, launched on 1.10.2018, envisages target production of 15 

MMT of CBG from 5000 plants by 2023. 

 Besides the potential to boost the availability of more affordable 

transport fuels, better use of agricultural residue, cattle dung and 

municipal solid waste, the 5000 CBG plants will provide an investment 

of 1.75 lakh crore, an additional revenue source to farmers, and 75,000 

direct job opportunities and lakhs of indirect jobs. 
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Mission "One Nation One Standard" 

 The Research Design and Standards Organisation (RDSO) became the 

first Institution to be declared a Standard Developing Organisation 

(SDO) under the "One Nation One Standard" mission of the Bureau of 

Indian Standards (BIS). 

 This unique initiative of two organisations under government is going 

to set a template for all the rest of leading research and standard 

development organisations in the country to follow and adapt World 

Class Standards. 

 To attain 'One Nation One Standard' vision of the government, BIS has 

launched a scheme which provides for 'Recognition of SDO'  

 RDSO, which is the sole research and design wing of Railways, is 

one of India's leading Standard formulating bodies undertaking 

standardisation work for the railway sector. 

 

 

NCPCR devises online portal ‘Bal Swaraj’ for children affected 
by Covid-19 

 

 In view of the growing problem related to children affected by COVID-

19, the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 

has devised an online tracking portal “Bal Swaraj (COVID-Care link)” 

for children in need of care and protection. 

 The portal has been created with the purpose of tracking and 

monitoring children who need care and protection in real-time, 

digitally. The portal will also be used to track children who have lost 
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both their parents during COVID-19. The “COVID-Care” link on the 

portal has been provided for the concerned officer or department to 

upload the data of such children who have lost family support or are 

without any ostensible means of subsistence are children in need of 

care and protection under Section 2(14) of the Juvenile Justice Act, 

2015 and all procedures given under the Act for such children must be 

followed to ensure the well-being and best interest of children. 

 The “Bal Swaraj-COVID-Care” aims at tracking the children affected by 

COVID-19 right from their production before the Child Welfare 

Committee (CWC), to the restoration of the children to their parents, 

guardians, or relatives, and its subsequent follow-up. 

 The Commission will be able to get information about whether the 

child is getting his/her entitlements, benefits, and entitled monetary 

gains, through the data filled in the portal by the District officers and 

State officers for each child. 

 

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

 The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is an 

Indian statutory body established by an Act of Parliament, the 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.  

 The Commission works under the aegis of Ministry of Women and 

Child Development, GoI.  

 The Commission became operational from 5 March 2007. 

 Headquarters - New Delhi  

 The Commission is mandated under section 13 of CPCR Act, 2005 "to 

ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 

Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as 

enshrined in the Constitution of India and the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child."  

 As defined by the commission, a child includes a person up to the age 

of 18 years. 
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NITI Aayog's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Index 

 Kerala has retained the top rank in NITI Aayog's third rendition of 

India's SDG India Index 2020-21, while Bihar has been adjudged as the 

worst performer. 

 The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates 

progress of states and union territories on social, economic and 

environmental parameters. 

 Kerala retained its rank as the top state with a score of 75. Both 

Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu took the second spot with a score 

of 74. 

 Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst performing states in 

this year's India index. 

 It remains a rare data-driven initiative to rank our states and union 

territories by computing a composite index.The index, developed in 

collaboration with the United Nations in India, measures the progress 

at the national and sub-national level in the country's journey towards 

meeting the global goals and targets and has been successful as an 

advocacy tool to propagate the messages of sustainability, resilience, 

and partnerships, as well. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

 The SDGs were set up in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly 

and are intended to be achieved by the year 2030. They are included 

in a UN Resolution called the 2030 Agenda or what is colloquially 

known as Agenda 2030. 

 The SDGs were developed in the Post-2015 Development Agenda as 

the future global development framework to succeed the Millennium 

Development Goals which ended in 2015. 

 These are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a 

"blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all 

people and the world by 2030". 
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Centre tells States to split rural jobs scheme wages into 
separate categories for SCs, STs, others 

 The Centre has requested the States to split wage funds below the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MGNREGA) scheme into separate categories for Scheduled Castes, 

Scheduled Tribes and others from this monetary 12 months.     

 Government of India has decided to provide separate budget heads for 

SC and ST categories under MGNREGS from the financial year 2021-22 

for wage payment. The existing system for wages under the scheme is 

for only one type, that is there is no category wise provision of wage 

payment. 
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Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) scheme                                                   

 

 Mission: "It aims to enhance livelihood and security in rural areas by 

providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to 

every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled 

manual work". 

 It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at 

least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every 

household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual 

work. Another aim of MGNREGA is to create durable assets (such as 

roads, canals, ponds and wells). 

 MGNREGA is to be implemented mainly by gram panchayats (GPs). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mahatma Gandhi 

Employment Guarantee 

Act 2005 later renamed 

as the "Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee 

Act" or MGNREGA), is 

an Indian labour law 

and social security 

measure that aims to 

guarantee the 'right to 

work'. 
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SCO agreement on mass media cooperation 

 The Union Cabinet on 2nd june accorded an ex post facto approval for 

signing and ratifying an agreement on cooperation in the field of mass 

media between all member states of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO). 

 The agreement aims to promote equal and mutually beneficial 

cooperation among associations in the field of mass media. 

 It said the agreement, which was signed in June, 2019, would provide 

an opportunity to the member states to share best practices and new 

innovations in the field of mass media. 

 The main areas of cooperation in the agreement are creation of 

favorable conditions for wide and mutual distribution of information 

through mass media in order to further deepen the knowledge about 

the lives of the peoples of their states. 

 The agreement will encourage the exchange of experience and 

specialists in the field of mass media, provide mutual assistance in 

training media professionals and encourage cooperation among the 

educational and scientific research institutions and organizations 

operating in this field. 
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Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

      

 It is a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance, the creation 

of which was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the 

leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and 

Uzbekistan. 

 Headquarters - Beijing, China. 

 The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the supreme decision-making body 

in the SCO, it meets once a year and adopts decisions and guidelines 

on all important matters of the organisation.  
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Model tenancy act to strengthen organised rental housing in 
India 

 The government has cleared the model tenancy act (MTA) for 

adoption and enactment by states and UTs, a major step towards 

institutionalisation of rental housing in India. 

 Making 1.1 crore vacant houses available on rent will complement the 

vision of Housing for All by 2022. 

Key features of the Model Tenancy Act 

 The MTA act will balance the interest and rights of both the owner and 

tenant in an accountable and transparent manner. 

 The Act will encourage the growth of rental housing as it is a preferred 

option for different segments including migrant workers, 

professionals, and students. 

 The Model Tenancy Act will provide a model for urban and rural 

properties, as well as a template for residential and commercial 

properties. 

 This act would take people from informal to specific contract 

arrangements between landlord and tenant. 

 In case of dispute between landlord and tenant, a rent authority, or a 

rent court would be available for speedy resolution. 

 

 

 The tenant cannot sublet a part of or the whole property to someone 

else. 

Landlords will be responsible to repair structural damages and 
undertake measures like whitewashing walls and painting doors 

and windows 

 A tenant will have to 

submit a security 

deposit of two 

months for 

residential 

premises. For 

commercial 

property, a tenant 

will have to pay six-

month rent. 
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Kerala gets to keep ‘KSRTC’ acronym for road transport, Karnataka 
loses case after long battle 

 The Kerala Road Transport Corporation has got the legal right to its 

trademarks -- acronym KSRTC, the logo of two elephants and the name 

Anavandi -- associated with the state-run transport corporation. 

 The Controller General of Patents Design and Trademarks under the 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry approved Kerala’s claim. The 

registration will make Kerala RTC the sole custodian of the 

trademarks. All buses of the corporation will display KSRTC with the 

mark to indicate the registration (R). 

  

Intellectual property rights                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Intellectual property rights are the rights given to persons over the 

creations of their minds. They usually give the creator an exclusive 

right over the use of his/her creation for a certain period of time.          

 There are many types of intellectual property, and some countries 

recognize more than others. The most well-known types are 

copyrights, patents, trademarks, and trade secrets.                       
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Strong policies on black carbon can sharply cut glacier melt, 
says World Bank study 

 The WB in its research report titled “Glaciers of the Himalayas, 

Climate Change, Black Carbon and Regional Resilience” says full 

implementation of current policies to mitigate BC can achieve a 23% 

reduction but enacting new policies and incorporating them through 

regional cooperation among countries can achieve enhanced benefits. 

 The research report from the WB covers the Himalaya, Karakoram and 

Hindu Kush (HKHK) mountain ranges, where, it says, glaciers are 

melting faster than the global average ice mass. The rate of retreat of 

HKHK glaciers is estimated to be 0.3 metres per year in the west to 1.0 

metre per year in the east. BC adds to the impact of climate change. 

 Some of the ongoing policy measures to cut BC emissions are  

○ enhancing fuel efficiency standards for vehicles (Bharat Stage 

Emission standards) 

○ phasing out diesel vehicles and promoting electric 

vehicles(FAME scheme), 

○ accelerating the use of liquefied petroleum gas for cooking and 

through clean cookstove programmes(Ujjwala scheme) 

○ upgrading brick kiln technologies. 

 

 The WB publication says “Industry [primarily brick kilns] and 

residential burning of solid fuel together account for 45–66% of 

regional anthropogenic [man-made] BC deposition, followed by on-

road diesel fuels (7–18%) and open burning (less than 3% in all 

seasons)” in the region. 

 There are almost 55,000 glaciers in the HKHK mountains, and they 

store more freshwater than any other region outside the North and 

South Poles. 
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Effects of Glacier melting: 

 “BC is a short-lived 

pollutant that is the 

second-largest 

contributor to warming 

the planet behind carbon 

dioxide (CO2).  

 Unlike historical carbon 

emissions it is also a 

localised source with 

greater local impact. 

 Deposits of BC act in two 

ways hastening the pace of 

glacier melt: by decreasing 

surface reflectance of 

sunlight(Albedo) and by raising air temperature. 

○ Glacier melt produces flash floods 

○  Landslides- soil erosion 

○  Glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF) 

○ In the short run, the higher volumes of melt water could replace 

receding groundwater downstream.  

○ In the long run, decreased water availability would aggravate 

water shortage. 
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NASA selects two missions for launch to Venus 

 The two missions selected by NASA are a part of the agency’s ninth 

Discovery Program.  

 While DAVINCI+ (Deep Atmosphere Venus Investigation of Noble 

gases, Chemistry, and Imaging) would mark the first mission led by 

the US to be sent to the planet’s atmosphere since 1978.  

 It is aiming to get an understanding of the composition of the planet to 

study its formation and evolution. Apart from this, the mission would 

also have a descent sphere in which it will go through the atmosphere 

of Venus to understand the noble gases and elements in it. The mission 

also hopes to send the first high-resolution images of the surface of 

Venus, capturing the unique features that might be compared to 

continents on Earth and might indicate the presence of tectonic plates 

on Venus. 

 VERITAS (Venus Emissivity, Radio Science, InSAR, Topography, and 

Spectroscopy) aims to map the surface of Venus in order to 

understand the geologic history as well as the reason behind such a 

drastically different development of the planet as compared to Earth. 

It is aiming to orbit the planet along with a radar meant for 3-D 
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reconstruction of the planet’s topography for better understanding 

among scientists about the presence of tectonic plates, etc. 

 So far, Soviet Union, NASA and Japan have sent missions to Venus. 

 

About Venus 

 After the Moon, Venus is the brightest object visible in the night sky 

from the Earth, which is because of the thick cover of cloud that 

reflects and scatters light around it. 

 Venus is sometimes called Earth's twin because Venus and Earth are 

almost the same size, have about the same mass (they weigh about the 

same), and have a very similar composition (are made of the same 

material). 

 Differences between the Earth and Venus are the thick cloud cover or 

atmosphere of Venus causes it to trap the heat it receives from the Sun, 

with surface temperatures going as high as 471 degrees Celsius. This 

means that even though Mercury is closest to the Sun, Venus is the 

hottest planet in the solar system. At such high surface temperatures, 

even lead can melt on Venus. 

 Another difference is the fact that while Venus moves forward on its 

orbit around the Sun – similar to the Earth’s movement – its rotation 

around its axis is backwards, opposite to the movement of most of the 

planets, which leads to a much longer day. A Venus day equates to 243 

days on Earth due to this reason. Venus does not have a Moon or any 

rings. 
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Journalists entitled to protection against sedition, says 
Supreme Court 

 The Supreme Court recently quashed a sedition case registered 

against senior journalist and Padma Shri awardee Vinod Dua for his 

critical remarks against the Prime Minister and the Union government  

 Court used the ruling under the Kedar Nath Singh verdict in 1962 -  

“strong words” of disapproval about the ruling regime did not amount 

to sedition.  

 In the Kedar Nath Singh case, the Supreme Court upheld the 

constitutional validity of the sedition law, and attempted to restrict its 

scope for misuse. The court held that unless accompanied by an 

incitement or call for violence, criticism of the government cannot be 

labelled sedition. 

 A Bench led by Justice U.U. Lalit upheld the right of every journalist to 

criticise, even brutally, the measures of the government with a view to 

improving or alter them through legal means. The free speech of a 

journalist should be protected from charges of sedition. 

 Section 124A of the Indian Penal Code states: “Whoever, by words, 

either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible representation, or 

otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or 

excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards, the Government 

established by law in [India], shall be punished with imprisonment for 

life, to which fine may be added, or with imprisonment which may 

extend to three years, to which fine may be added, or with fine.”  

DoT issues operational guidelines for PLI scheme 

 The Department of Telecom on Thursday issued operational 
guidelines for the performance-linked incentive (PLI) scheme for the 
sector. 

 The scheme would take effect from April 1, 2021.  
 With the objective to boost domestic manufacturing, investments and 

export in the telecom and networking products, DoT notified the PLI 
Scheme on February 24, 2021.  

 The scheme stipulates a minimum investment threshold of ₹10 crore 
for MSMEs and ₹100 crore for non-MSME applicants. Land and 
building costs will not be counted as investment. Eligibility shall be 
further subject to incremental sales of manufactured goods. 
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Three new caves discovered in the Trirashmi Buddhist cave 
complex of Nashik.   

 

 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three more caves 

in the Trirashmi Buddhist cave complex, also known as Pandav Leni, 

near Nashik, Maharashtra. 

 This discovery in May has led archeologists to believe that there could 

be more hidden and unseen caves in the same area. Considering this 

possibility, the ASI is planning a thorough survey of the hill. 

 Trirashmi caves are a group of 24 caves dated between 1BC and the 6-

7AD reflecting changes in Buddhist devotional practices mainly. 

 Buddhist sculptures are a significant group of early examples of Indian 

rock-cut architecture initially representing the Hinayana tradition. 

The caves are on a vertical face of the hill and are a tourist attraction. 

 The Trirashmi Buddhist caves complex was first documented in 1823 

by Captain James Delamaine and is now an ASI- protected site. 

 

Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)                  

 The Archaeological Survey of India is an Indian government agency 

attached to the Ministry of Culture that is responsible for 

archaeological research and the conservation and preservation of 

cultural monuments in the country. 

 It was founded in 1861 by Alexander Cunningham who also became 

its first Director-General.  
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India and UK launches new workstream to promote industrial 
energy efficiency under CEM’s Industrial Deep 

Decarbonization Initiative (IDDI) 

 The 12th Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) is being organized by Chile 

in virtual mode from May 31st-June 6th 2021. 

 This year India along with the Govt. of the United Kingdom launched a 

new workstream to promote industrial energy efficiency under the 

Clean Energy Ministerial’s (CEM) – Industrial Deep Decarbonization 

Initiative (IDDI) co-ordinated by UNIDO. The objective of IDDI is to 

infuse green technologies and stimulate demand for low-carbon 

industrial material. 

 India is also committed to cut emissions intensity per unit of GDP by 

33 to 35 percent by 2030. The commitment hinges on effective 

deployment of low carbon technologies in Energy Intensive Sectors 

like Iron & Steel, Cement and Petrochemicals. He elaborated that Govt 

policies have resulted in substantial savings in energy at the demand 

side. 

 

Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM)  

 The Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) is a global forum held to promote 

policies and to share best practices with the aim of accelerating a 

transition to clean energy.  

 The current 29 members of the CEM account for 90% of the world’s 

clean power and 80% of global clean energy investment. India is also 

a member. 

 This forum encourages partnerships and collaboration between the 

private sector, public sector, non-governmental organizations and 

brings together some of the leading international experts and energy 

organisations to collaborate and fast track the implementation of clean 

energy solutions. 

 The work of the CEM covers clean energy topics such as energy 

efficiency, clean energy supply, and energy access. 
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           Industrial Deep Decarbonization Initiative (IDDI) 

 Coordinated by the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organisation (UNIDO), the IDDI is co-led by the UK and India. 

Additional members include Germany and Canada. 

 It is a global coalition of public and private organisations who are 

working to stimulate demand for low carbon industrial materials. In 

collaboration with national governments, IDDI works to standardise 

carbon assessments, establish ambitious public and private sector 

procurement targets, incentivise investment into low-carbon product 

development and design industry guidelines. 

 

Delta variant led to most post-vaccine infections in Delhi 

 

 A study was conducted by researchers from the National Centre for 

Disease Control (NCDC) and the CSIR Institute of Genomics and 

Integrative Biology on the impact of the Delta variant of Coronavirus 

on the Delhi population. 

 The B.1.617.2 Coronavirus Delta variant was the main reason leading 

to the rapid surge in the number of COVID cases in Delhi during its 

fourth wave.  

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

 The scientists also found that catching coronavirus even after 

vaccination were disproportionately high because of the Delta variant. 

 It also said that this variant has immune-evasion properties and 

counted for 60% of the cases in April. The scientists also found that 

catching the virus even after vaccination was disproportionately high 

because of the Delta variant.  

 It says delta variants are responsible for the sudden surge in the 

number of cases in the national capital and related it to effective 

reproductive numbers (Rt). The effective reproductive number is the 

expected number of new infections caused by an infectious individual 

in a population where some individuals may no longer be susceptible. 

 Prior infections, high seropositivity and partial vaccination are 

“insufficient impediments" to the spread of the Delta variant, found the 

scientists. They traced the factors contributing to the scale and speed 

of the fourth wave that started in April in Delhi and compared them to 

the preceding three waves last year. 

 

Serum Institute gets DCGI nod to manufacture Sputnik V 
COVID-19 vaccine in India 

 The Pune-based Serum Institute of India (SII) has collaborated with 

Gamaleya Research Institute of Epidemiology and Microbiology, 

Moscow in Russia for developing Sputnik V at its licensed Hadapsar, 

Pune facility 

 The DCGI has granted permission to the Serum Institute to 

manufacture the Sputnik COVID-19 vaccine in India for examination, 

test and analysis at its licensed Pune facility with certain conditions. 

 Russia's Sputnik V vaccine is currently being manufactured by Dr 

Reddy's Laboratories in India. 

 The Russian vaccine is to be administered in two dosages at a gap of 

21 days according to initial reports. Gamaleya had announced that the 

two doses of Sputnik V have an efficacy rate of 91%, while the single 

dose has 79.4% efficacy. 
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Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) 

 Headquarters: New Delhi 

 It is the head of the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization, 

regulatory body for pharmaceuticals and medical devices in India. 

 DCGI is responsible for approval of licences of specified categories of 

drugs such as blood and blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and serum 

in India. Drugs Controller General of India, comes under the Ministry 

of Health & Family Welfare. 

 As a regulatory authority DCGI also sets standards for manufacturing, 

sales, import, and distribution of drugs in India. 

 

Serum Institute of India (SII) 

 It is an Indian biotechnology and biopharmaceuticals company. It is 

the world's largest vaccine manufacturer. 

 Location: Pune, Maharashtra, India. 

 It was founded by Cyrus Poonawalla in 1966. The company is a 

subsidiary of the holding company Poonawalla Investment and 

Industries. 
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Government launches seed minikit programme to boost 
production of oilseeds, pulses        

 

 The Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar on June 2, 

2021, launched a seed Minikit programme by distributing the high-

yielding varieties of seeds of oilseeds and pulses to farmers.  

 The minikits under the program are being provided by the Central 

agencies NAFED, National Seeds Corporation (NCS), and Gujarat State 

Seeds Corporation and are wholly funded by the government through 

the National Food Security Mission. 

 The programme launched by the government is a major tool for 

introducing new varieties of seeds in the fields. It is also instrumental 

in increasing the seed replacement rate. 
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Hydrographic survey ship INS Sandhayak decommissioned 

 Hydrographic survey ship INS Sandhayak- indigenously designed and 

built- was decommissioned after 40 years of service, at the Naval 

Dockyard Visakhapatnam. 

 The ship was conceptualised by the then Chief Hydrographer to the 

Government of India, Rear Adm FL Fraser, who had a strong desire for 

indigenously designed and built hydrographic survey vessels in India, 

the Navy said. 

 Since commissioning, the ship has been the alma mater, nurturing the 

hydrographers of the Navy and laying the foundation for a complete 

hydrographic coverage of the peninsular waters 

 The ship has also been an active participant in many significant 

operations such as Op Pawan – assisting the Indian Peace Keeping 

Force in Sri Lanka in 1987, Op Sarong, Op Rainbow - rendering 

humanitarian assistance post 2004 Tsunami and participation in the 

maiden joint Indo-US HADR Exercise ‘Tiger-Triumph’. 
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