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5/07/2021 
Security 
IB sounds alert on Bangladeshi infiltrators 
 

 Personnel of the Railway Protection Force (RPF), the Government 
Railway Police (GRP), and the Law and Order police of 
Rajamahendravaram and Vijayawada arrested eight Bangladeshis 
while they were travelling by the Howrah-Chennai and Howrah-
Vasco Da Gama Express trains. 

 Investigation officers suspect that many Bangladeshis are 
clandestinely staying in Kolkata, New Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Goa and other cities. 
Issues 

 Due to poverty, many Bangladeshis are entering India illegally by 
road in search of work.  

 However, terrorist groups are luring them. Ultimately, a few of the 
intruders are turning into sympathisers and sleeper cells, and 
helping the banned organisations in creating unrest in India. 

 They are being probed at the terror angle too as the arrested persons 
have no passport and are carrying multiple fake identities.  

 “The intruders are in possession of fake ID cards with addresses in 
Bengaluru. They also have mobile phones with Indian and 
Bangladeshi numbers. The police are trying to find out who 
purchased train tickets for them, how they obtained PAN cards, and 
the details of other intruders. 

 The main challenge in fighting the illegal immigration from 
Banglades is that the border between the Bangladesh and India being 
porous. Also India does not have national law on refugees neither is it 
signatory to the UN Refugee Convention. 
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S&T 
Chinese astronauts complete first spacewalk at new station 
 

 
 Chinese astronauts successfully performed the country’s first tandem 

spacewalk on the outside of the new Tiangong station in orbit around 
the Earth. 

 Tiangong’s construction is a major step in China’s ambitious space 
programme, which has seen the nation land a rover on Mars and send 
probes to the Moon. 

 Three astronauts blasted off last month to become the station’s first 
crew, where they are to remain for three months in China’s longest 
crewed mission to date. 

 “two of them exited the station for around seven hours of work in the 
first spacewalk at Tiangong, safe return of astronauts Liu Boming and 
Tang Hongbo to the Tianhe core module marks the complete success 
of the first spacewalk in our country’s space station construction”. 
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 The mission is a matter of immense pride for Beijing, who has long 
been excluded from the International Space Station, a multinational 
project launched more than 20 years ago. 

 The project to build its own space station began in April 2021 when it 
successfully launched the Tianhe module. It was the first of 11 
missions necessary to complete, supply and crew the 70-ton station 
by the end of next year. 

 

Security 
Four years on, mission to install CCTVs at railway stations 
derails 

 Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Indian 
Railways and RailTel for the installation of surveillance cameras at 
983 stations across the country  

 The project envisaged under the “Nirbhaya Fund” to enhance safety 
of women passengers, has derailed. 

 As part of the scheme, RailTel was allotted the execution of VSS at 
983 railway stations across the country at an estimated cost of ₹500 
crore. It was described as one of the largest projects of its kind, 
involving integration Indian Railway and RailTel systems, with the 
collaboration of multiple agencies within and outside the railways. 

 With no progress in the national project for years and an 
investigation initiated by the Central Vigilance Commission revealing 
serious irregularities in the tendering process, the Ministry of 
Railways has now asked its General Managers to go ahead and install 
Video Surveillance System (VSS) at the railway stations earmarked 
for the purpose in their respective zones. 
Nirbhaya Fund 

 The Nirbhaya Fund was created by the Union government after the 
brutal gangrape and murder of a 23-year-old woman in Delhi in 
2012.  

 The dedicated fund was meant for projects specifically designed for 
the safety and security of women. 
Issues                                            

 Procedural lapses as the tender floated in 2016 never took off due to 
alleged irregularities. 

 Going by the conditions laid down in the MoU, CCTVs under Nirbhaya 
Fund should have been commissioned in 250 stations by September 
30, 2017, 350 stations by December 31, 2017 and in the remaining 
stations by March 31, 2018. But none of the targets were met. 
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 With no sign of the high-priority safety project taking off, the 
Ministry of Railways has asked zonal railways to install surveillance 
cameras on their own by floating tenders. 

 

Security 
Drones, unmanned vehicles banned in Srinagar 
 

 The Jammu and Kashmir administration banned the use and 
possession of drones and other unmanned aerial vehicles in the 
capital Srinagar, a week after two Indian Air Force personnel were 
injured in twin drone-driven blasts on the technical airport in 
Jammu. 

 Issued under Section 144 of the Cr.PC, it says that the decentralised 
airspace access has to be regulated in view of recent episodes of 
misuse of drones posing a threat to security infrastructure as 
reported by the media and other reliable sources. 

 “To secure the aerial space near the vital installations and highly 
populated areas, it is imperative to discontinue the use of drones in 
all social and cultural gatherings to eliminate any risk of injury to life 
and damage to property. 

 Persons already having drone cameras in their possession were 
directed to report to the local police station. 

 Moreover, the government departments using drones for mapping, 
surveys and surveillance in the agricultural, environment 
conservation and disaster mitigation sector shall inform the local 
police station before undertaking any such activity in public interest. 

 Srinagar has become a second district in Jammu and Kashmir to ban 
the use and possession of drones. Earlier, the Rajouri administration 
banned it in the wake of the Jammu attack. 
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Social issue 
Draft anti-trafficking Bill widens scope of offences, includes 
stringent penalties 
 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Welfare invited suggestions and 
comments for its Trafficking in Persons (Prevention, Care and 
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2021 which it has released. 

 The Bill, which will now be sent to the cabinet for approval before 
being tabled in Parliament. 
Features of the Bill 

 The bill has increased the scope of the nature of offenses of 
trafficking as well as the kind of victims of these offenses, with 
stringent penalties including life imprisonment, and even the death 
penalty in cases of an extreme nature. 

 The law, once enacted, will extend to all citizens inside as well as 
outside India, persons on any ship or aircraft registered in India 
wherever it may be or carrying Indian citizens wherever they may be, 
a foreign national or a stateless person who has his or her residence 
in India at the time of commission of offence under this Act. 
Scope  

 The law will also apply to every offence of trafficking in persons with 
cross-border implications. 

 Property bought via such income as well as used for trafficking can 
now be forfeited with provisions set in place, similar to that of the 
money laundering Act. 

 The scope of the Bill vis a vis offenders will also include defence 
personnel and government servants, doctors and paramedical staff or 
anyone in a position of authority. 

 NIA, which looks at national security concerns, will be the main 
investigative agency, and therefore will look at cross-border offenses. 

 Exploitation has been defined to include, at a minimum,  
o The exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of 

sexual exploitation including pornography, 
o Any act of physical exploitation,  
o Forced labour or services,  
o Slavery or practices similar to slavery,  
o Servitude or forced removal of organs,  
o Illegal clinical drug trials or illegal bio-medical research. 

 “These are two extremely important clauses.  
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o For one, the transgender community, and any other person, has 
been included which will automatically bring under its scope 
activity such as organ harvesting.  

o Also, cases such as forced labour, in which people lured with 
jobs end up in other countries where their passports and 
documentation is taken away and they are made to work, will 
also be covered by this new law. 

Penalty 
 While the penalty will hold a minimum of seven years which can go 

up to an imprisonment of 10 years and a fine of Rs 5 lakh, in most 
cases of child trafficking, especially in the case of the trafficking of 
more than one child, the penalty is now life imprisonment. 

 

Education 
Education minister launched NIPUN Bharat  
 

 The Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of 
Education launched the National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading 
with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) on July 5, 2021. 

 The vision of NIPUN Bharat Mission is to create an enabling 
environment to ensure universal acquisition of foundational literacy 
and numeracy, so that every child achieves the desired learning 
competencies in reading, writing and numeracy by the end of Grade 
3, by 2026-27. 

 NIPUN Bharat will be implemented by the Department of School 
Education and Literacy and a five-tier implementation mechanism 
will be set up at the national- state- district- block- school level in all 
states and UTs, under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme of 
Samagra Shiksha. 

 

Samagra Shiksha 
 The aim of the scheme is to treat school education holistically without 

segmentation from pre-nursery to Class 12.  
 Samagra Shiksha - an overarching programme for the school 

education sector extending from pre-school to class 12 has been, 
therefore, prepared with the broader goal of improving school 
effectiveness measured in terms of equal opportunities for schooling 
and equitable learning outcomes. 

 It subsumes the three schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher 
Education (TE). 
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Environment 
Project BOLD to provide livelihood, protect land from 
degradation 

 The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) under the 
Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises has launched project 
BOLD.  

 The project aims to boost the income of the tribal people and solve 
environmental concerns such as land desertification and land 
degradation by creating bamboo-based green patches in drylands. 

 Project BOLD or Bamboo Oasis on Lands in Drought aims to create 
bamboo-based green patches of land in arid and semi-arid zones.  

 The first of its kind exercise in India, project BOLD was launched 
from the tribal village Nichla Mandwa in Udaipur, Rajasthan. 

 Under the project, 5000 saplings of special bamboo species – 
Bambusa Tulda and Bambusa Polymorpha from Assam were planted 
on approximately 16 acres of vacant arid Gram Panchayat land.  

 With this, KVIC also created a world record of planting the highest 
number of bamboo saplings on a single day at one location. 

 The initiative has been launched as part of KVIC’s “Khadi Bamboo 
Festival” to celebrate 75 years of independence “Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav”. 

 Bamboos are very fast-growing plants and can be harvested in about 
three years. Bamboos are also known for conserving water and 
reducing evaporation of water from the land surface, which is an 
important feature in arid and drought-prone regions. 

 Furthermore, bamboo can be used to control pollution by making use 
of bamboo charcoal, which has absorption properties. 

 

State news 
Campaign to get official status for Tulu gains steam 
 

 A campaign to include Tulu in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution 
was triggered in social media, after several politicians and language 
activists tweeted with the hashtag ‘#TuluTo8thSchedule’. 

 It should be noted that the language spoken primarily in coastal 
districts of Karnataka, had its own script in the 15th century and 
possessed advanced grammar and vocabulary 

 “With nearly 19 lakh people speaking it, Tulu is a language of the 
masses. 



 
 

 
 

                 CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 Inclusion of Tulu in the 8th schedule will result in promoting 
language, culture & identity of its speakers. 

 

Eighth Schedule of Indian Constitution 
 The Constitutional provisions relating to the Eighth Schedule occur in 

article 344(1) and 351 of the Constitution.  
 Article 344: Article 344(1) provides for the constitution of a 

Commission by the President on expiration of five years from the 
commencement of the Constitution. 

 Article 351: It provides for the spread of the Hindi language to develop 
it so that it may serve as a medium of expression for all the elements 
of the composite culture of India. 

 The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution consists of the following 22 
languages:- (1) Assamese, (2) Bengali, (3) Gujarati, (4) Hindi, (5) 
Kannada, (6) Kashmiri, (7) Konkani, (8) Malayalam, (9) Manipuri, (10) 
Marathi, (11) Nepali, (12) Oriya, (13) Punjabi, (14) Sanskrit, (15) 
Sindhi, (16) Tamil, (17) Telugu, (18) Urdu (19) Bodo, (20) Santhali, 
(21) Maithili and (22) Dogri. 

 
Beneficiaries shy away from LPG schemes after price hike 

 Soaring LPG cylinder prices have now hit the Karnataka 
government’s Anila Bhagya scheme, pushing many BPL families away 
from the project. 

 Of the 97,256 beneficiaries in the state under the scheme, over 
13,000 people have not even booked a single cylinder this year, while 
another 20,000 beneficiaries have stopped at a single cylinder after 
prices crossed Rs 800. 

 According to officials, a similar response has been observed under 
the Centre's Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana since last year.  

 In Karnataka, the Food and Civil Supplies Department is proposing 
giving five kg cylinders under Anila Bhagya to make it more 
affordable to the beneficiaries. 

Anila Bhagya Scheme 
 Anila Bhagya was launched in 2018 with an aim to cover 30 lakh BPL 

families.  
 The scheme offers free LPG connection to its citizens. In addition to 

the LPG connection, the scheme provides a double burner gas stove 
with ISI mark and two free cylinders to the beneficiaries. 

 The government subsequently restricted the number of beneficiaries 
to one lakh. At the beginning of the year, there were 97,256 active 
beneficiaries under the scheme. 
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'One state, many worlds': Parties can’t sell identity politics in 
Karnataka 

 Kannada activists and political leaders from the state agitated last 
week against an alleged decision by Kerala to rename a few Kannada 
villages in Kasargod district to Malayalam.   

 A look into Karnataka’s political history shows that regional and 
linguistic assertion has never emerged as a strong election issue.  

 One of the reasons why the state does not have a single, sustained 
linguistic or regional identity movement is its complex geographical 
history. 

 The Hyderabad-Karnataka (Kalyana Karnataka), Bombay-Karnataka, 
Old Mysore and coastal regions came together to be administratively 
unified under one state. 

 To this day, these regional differences remain, which makes it 
difficult to have a single regional or linguistic movement for the state 

 The state is also cosmopolitan in nature which probably is one of the 
impediments for making regional assertion an electoral focus 

 Further Karnataka has more minor languages than any other state in 
the country. Even though the state unification was done 
administratively, the speakers of these minor languages have not 
considered Kannada as the mother tongue. 

 As a result, the unique language-centric Gokak movement in the 
1980s, which was launched against the Centre’s three-language 
policy, did not find support from all regions of the state. 

 We need to redefine Karnataka’s identity in the federal structure so 
as to benefit its people. This includes political, geographical and 
linguistic identities”. 

 For instance, Karnataka has not been able to strengthen the rail 
network according to its requirement as it is controlled by Centre. 
People from Bidar find it easier to go to Hyderabad in search of job 
opportunities rather than come to Bengaluru, all because of 
connectivity 

 Whether it is Tamil Nadu or Karnataka, regional assertion can sustain 
only by developing love for mother tongue, which should begin at 
home. Kannada pride should not be reduced to names and boards or 
burning tyres during a protest.” 
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Education in mother tongue: West Bengal on top, Karnataka leads 
southern states 

 The report of United District Information System For Education 
(UDISE) has been submitted to the central government.  

 UDISE is an application created by the education ministry for 
collecting information from all the recognised and unrecognised 
schools in the country which are imparting formal education from 
pre-primary to Class 12. 

 According to the latest survey report by United District Information 
System For Education (UDISE),Karnataka has topped the list of states 
where students are being given education in their mother tongue in 
South India. 

 The UDISE report stated that 53.5% of students still prefer Kannada 
as their medium of instruction despite the increase of 20% students 
in English medium schools in Karnataka.  

 It also said that in comparison to Karnataka, English medium 
education has been on the rise in other southern states. 

 Many Kannada activists organisations have been fighting with the 
government for increasing Kannada-language schools in the state 
besides strengthening Kannada learning facilities in the border areas 
of Goa, Kerala, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. 

 There is a substantial Kannada speaking population in the border 
regions like Kasargod (Kerala), Hindupur (Andhra Pradesh) and 
Krishnagiri (Tamil Nadu). On account of this, the activists have 
stressed the need to enhance the education medium in Kannada in 
these places. 
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06/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
‘Distressing’ and ‘shocking’ that people are still tried under 
Section 66A of IT Act, says SC 

 
 The Supreme Court found it “distressing”, “shocking” and “terrible” 

that people were still booked and tried under Section 66A of the 
Information Technology Act even six years after the Supreme Court 
struck down the provision as unconstitutional and a violation of free 
speech in 2015. 
Section 66A of IT Act 

 Section 66A had prescribed three years’ imprisonment if a social 
media message caused “annoyance” or was found “grossly offensive”. 

 The Supreme Court, in the Shreya Singhal judgment authored by 
Justice Rohinton F. Nariman in March 2015, had concluded the 
provision was vague and worded arbitrarily. 

 On Monday, senior advocate Sanjay Parikh and advocate Aparna 
Bhat, for the People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL), said the 
number of cases under Section 66A had actually increased post the 
judgment. 

 Even after the Supreme Court in February 2019 asked the chief 
secretaries and director generals of police of all states and Union 
territories to ensure that the 2015 judgment was widely publicised, 
the situation on ground did not change. 
Way forward 

 The bench of justices J Chelameswar (now retired) and justice 
Nariman has termed Section 66A “open-ended and unconstitutionally 
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vague”, adding nothing short of quashing the law in its entirety could 
suffice since this provision “arbitrarily, excessively and 
disproportionately” invaded the right to free speech, right to dissent, 
right to know, and had a “chilling effect” on constitutional mandates. 

 Article 144 lays down that all authorities, civil and judicial, in the 
territory of India shall act in aid of the Supreme Court. 

 In his dissenting judgment, justice Nariman emphasised that it is not 
judicial authorities alone that are to act in aid of the Supreme Court. 
But all authorities -- judicial as well non-judicial -- that exercise 
powers over the citizens are mandated to act in aid of the Supreme 
Court.  

 The judge added that it is the bounden duty of every minister, 
including the Prime Minister and chief ministers, MPs and MLAs, as 
well as the executive branches of governments, to “faithfully aid in 
carrying out decrees and orders passed by the Supreme Court of 
India when such decrees and orders command a particular form of 
obedience, even where they are not parties to the litigation before 
the Supreme Court”. 

 

Governance 
Delhi, 3 other states to implement One Nation, One Ration 
Card soon 

 Delhi and West Bengal are expected to roll out the One Nation One 
Ration (ONORC) scheme by the end of july 2021. 

 Chhattisgarh is still in the process of acquiring the  ePOS (or 
electronic Point of Sale). 

 However, the low penetration of Aadhaar in Assam due to concerns 
linked to the National Population Register is hampering the 
implementation of ONORC there. 

 “In Assam, the basic reason is that the Aadhaar penetration is still 
low as work with UIDAI is still going on. As Aadhaar seeding 
improves, then Assam should also follow. “There are issues related to 
the National Population Register, so Aadhaar seeding [of ration 
cards] itself is only 36-38% in comparison to the national rate of 
92%,” officials said. 

 These are the only four States that are not implementing the ration 
card portability scheme that the Centre has been pushing as the 
solution for migrant workers’ difficulty to access subsidised food, 
especially during the pandemic. 
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Food grains supply 
 With regard to the recent Supreme Court judgement on ration for 

migrant workers, it seems rather than reviving last year’s Atma 
Nirbhar scheme whereby the Centre provided free foodgrains to 2.8 
crore migrant workers, the responsibility would fall on State 
governments this time. The Centre was already providing grains with 
partial subsidies for the purpose, he said. 

 The reason for only 83% of June’s allocation is because distribution 
of free food grains under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 
(PMGKAY) scheme is lagging in some States such as Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu and Jharkhand. 

 

Security 
Facial recognition used to verify vaccine beneficiaries: govt. 
 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) has admitted in 
a recent RTI query response to the use of facial recognition 
technology (FRT) for online verification of beneficiaries at 
vaccination centres. 
Issues 

 The ministry failed to provide any legislative or legal order that 
authorised the use of such technology. 

 The MoHFW has also said that no privacy impact assessment of the 
use of FRT was conducted prior to its deployment. 

 It also stated that no additional procurement has been made for the 
implementation of FRT-based verification and that a pilot project for 
such authentication is still under way. 

 However, MoHFW failed to specify any legislative or legal order that 
authorised the use of FRT nor could they provide copies of any 
relevant privacy impact assessment. 

 The government was also unable to provide any information related 
to the accuracy of the FRT used, any third party assessments which 
may have been conducted and the exhaustive list of databases with 
which the facial recognition technology will be linked in order to 
identify individuals. 

 The COVID-19 vaccines are essential, life saving commodities in the 
current pandemic and ensuring equitable & indiscriminate access to 
the vaccines for all is of paramount importance. However, deploying 
Aadhaar-based FRT for the verification process, deprives the citizens 
who do not possess or have not linked their Aadhaar cards to the 
CoWin portal or the on-site register, of the vital vaccines. 



 
 

 
 

                 CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 Also the FRT is highly error prone and as may be gleaned from 
MoHFW’s response, no clearly defined testing or legal vetting was 
done prior to the deployment. 

 In the past, there have been numerous incidents wherein FRTs 
deployed for a specific reason have been utilised for purposes 
beyond its original mandate. 

 As it violates the tenet of transparency under the RTI Act, creates 
further ambiguity regarding the registration process and offsets the 
promise of a universal and inclusive vaccination policy which indeed 
is the crying need of the hour.        

 

Environment 
Cities along rivers urged to include conservation plans 
 

 The National Mission for Clean Ganga has released the policy 
document . 
Details 

 Cities situated on river banks will have to incorporate river 
conservation plans when they prepare their Master Plans, says the 
document. 

 The guide document, while spelling out provisions in the National 
Water Policy emphasised the need for such plans. 

 These “river-sensitive” plans must be practical and consider 
questions of encroachment and land ownership. 

 There is a need for a systematic rehabilitation plan for such 
encroaching entities that emphasizes alternative livelihood options in 
addition to a relocation strategy.  

 Planners should make every attempt to engage with such entities 
during the preparation of the Master Plan in order to develop 
empathetic and humane solutions. the document notes. 

 The recommendations are currently for towns that are on the main 
stem of the river Ganga.  

 There are, as per the estimate of the policy document, 97 of them 
encompassing 5 States — Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Jharkhand, West Bengal. 

 The plan must also clarify land ownership to avoid legal 
complications while the Plan is being implemented. A key aspect of 
conserving and protecting river and riverine resources involves 
increasing green cover in the vicinity of the river by creating green 
buffers, removing concrete structures and employing “green 
infrastructure.” 



 
 

 
 

                 CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 The Master Plan can “create an environment” for facilitating the use 
of state-of-the-art technologies (without naming the providers) for 
river management. These include: 

o Satellite-based monitoring of water quality; 
o Artificial intelligence for riverine biodiversity mapping; 
o Big data and citizen science for river-health monitoring). 
o Unmanned aerial vehicles for floodplain mapping. 

 State, town and country planning organisations should identify the 
river cities which need to adopt these guidelines. 

 The Planning and Development Authorities of these cities should 
initiate the process of preparing a river-centric Master Plan using this 
guidance note as a reference, the document notes.      

 

Governance 
Policy black holes spook space investors 
 

 Potential foreign investors in India’s space sector are unsure if their 
licence applications would get ‘a fair consideration’ and are wary of a 
possible conflict of interest. 

 The reason being that the Department of Space is both the sectoral 
regulator and a service provider by way of its role overseeing the 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) which gives rise to 
conflict of interest. 

 The reforms announced in June 2020 to open the sector to private 
investors were a significant departure from the ‘virtual monopoly’ of 
state-controlled ISRO and allied entities. 

 the U.K. India Business Council said there was, however, a ‘lack of 
clarity’ about several aspects related to the procedures. 

 Foreign Direct Investment up to 100% has been allowed under the 
government route in satellite-establishment and operation, subject to 
the sectoral guidelines of the Department of Space and ISRO.  

 The processes for authorisation to launch a satellite, the frequency 
allocation mechanism and even the details of different agencies 
involved in these clearances were not clear, the Council said, calling 
for the regulatory structure to be refined. 

 The Department of Space acts as the regulator, but since it is a major 
service provider through ISRO, there is scope for a conflict of interest. 
“Service delivery and decision making are critical challenges. ISRO is 
a party involved in both, thus creating doubt in the mind of investors, 
if their licence applications will receive fair consideration. 

 Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe), a newly created regulatory body, has received at least 26 
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applications from Indian and foreign firms since the sector was 
opened up in June 2020.  

 These include proposals to set up ground stations, make and launch 
satellites, produce launch vehicles and for providing applications.  

Health 
CoWin platform is being made open source, available to any 
and all countries: PM 
 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi today addressed the CoWin 
Global Conclave as India offered the CoWIN platform as a digital 
public good to the world to combat COVID19. 

 Given the importance of vaccination, India decided to adopt a 
completely digital approach while planning its vaccination strategy.  

 This helps people in proving that they have been vaccinated, 
expediting the normalcy in the post pandemic globalized world.  

 A safe, secure and trustworthy proof helps people to establish when, 
where and by whom they have been vaccinated.  

 Digital approach also helps in tracking the usage of vaccination and 
minimizes wastage. 

 Furthermore, vaccinated people do not need to carry around fragile 
pieces of paper to prove anything. It is all available in digital format.  

 The Prime Minister also highlighted the customizability to the 
software as per the local requirements of the interested countries. 
The Prime Minister concluded with the hope that guided by the 
approach of 'One Earth, One Health', humanity will certainly 
overcome this pandemic. 

 

Health 
Minister of Ayush launches five Important Portals on Ayush 
sector 

 At a virtual event, the Minister launched CTRI portal pertinent to 
Ayurveda Dataset along with AMAR, RMIS, SAHI and e-Medha portals 
with the aim that Ayush is going to play a big role in the National 
Digital Health Mission to provide health security to Indian people. 
Five portals include 

 Ayurveda Dataset on Clinical Trial Registry of India- CTRI is a 
primary Register of Clinical Trials under the world health 
Organization’s International Clinical Trials Registry Platform. 
Creation of Ayurveda Data Set in CTRI facilitates the usage of 
Ayurveda Terminologies to record clinical study based on Ayurveda 
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interventions. This is a great step towards a worldwide visibility for 
Ayurveda based Clinical Trials. 

 CCRAS-Research Management Information System- A collaborative 
effort of ICMR and CCRAS, this portal will be a one stop solution for 
Research and Development in Ayurveda based studies. Free of cost 
research guidance by experienced Scientists, Clinicians of Ayurveda 
can be availed through this portal. Research tools, reference material 
are also in place in this portal. 

 E-Medha (electronic Medical Heritage Accession) Portal- Online 
public access catalog for more than 12000 Indian medical heritage 
books through NIC’s e-granthalaya platform. 

 AMAR (Ayush Manuscripts Advanced Repository) Portal- This Portal 
is of immense value and it has digitized information on rare and hard 
to find Manuscripts and catalogues of Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, 
Sowa Rigpa in libraries or in individual collections across India or in 
other parts of the world. 

 SHAI (Showcase of Ayurveda Historical Imprints) Portals- This portal 
showcases inscriptions, Archeo-botanical Information, Sculptures, 
Philological sources and advanced Archeo Genetic studies. This 
portal will be of tremendous use in understanding of Indian 
Knowledge system with a focus on indigenous health care practices. 

 

Governance 
‘Joint Communication’ signed to secure rights of forest 
dwellers 

 A “Joint Communication” was signed by Secretary, Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) and Secretary, 
Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) Anil Kumar in the presence of 
Environment Minister and Tribal Affairs Minister to secure the rights 
of traditional forest dwellers and proper implementation of the 
Forest Rights Act, 2006. 

 The Joint Communication, pertains to effective implementation of the 
Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, which is commonly known as Forest 
Rights Act (FRA). 

 The Act recognizes and vests the forest rights and occupation in 
forest land in forest dwelling scheduled tribes (FDSTs) and other 
traditional forest dwellers (OTFDs) who have been residing in such 
forests for generations but whose rights could not be recorded and 
provides a framework for recording the forest rights so vested and 
the nature of evidence required for such recognition and vesting in 
respect of forest land. 



 
 

 
 

                 CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

State News 
46 Kempegowda heritage sites to be developed: CM 
 

 A total of 46 Kempegowda heritage sites identified in three circuits 
would be developed for promoting tourism. 

 Kempegowda heritage sites are located in Bengaluru Urban, 
Bengaluru Rural, Ramanagaram, Chikkaballapur and Tumkur 
districts. An action plan has been prepared to develop the 

o  Magadi Circuit (₹132 crore),  
o Bengaluru Circuit (₹47 crore and  
o Nandi Circuit (₹44 crore). 

 A 108-foot statue of Kempegowda would be installed at Bengaluru 
international airport. Work on the statue is in progress and a central 
theme park spread over 23 acres, depicting the history of 
Nadaprabhu’s lifetime, would come up there. 

 The tomb of Kempegowda at Kempapura village in Ramanagara 
district would be developed. 

 Officials were also told to promote tourism by developing forts, 
tanks, and heritage places of the Kempegowda era. 

 In the meeting Mr. Yediyurappa also instructed officials to complete 
the first phase of the Basaveshwara international museum, on the life 
and works of the 12th century social reformer, at Kudalasangama.  

 
Govt schools enrol more students than private schools 

 Government schools have outshone private schools in admissions to 
grades 1 to 10 this year with an admission rate of 66.9% against 
30.9% by private unaided schools in the state.  

 According to private unaided school managements, their admissions 
are low mainly because of fee defaulters. Many parents are not ready 
to admit students because they are not ready to pay the fees.  

 Last year, private schools completed the admissions even without 
taking fees following pressure from the department. But this year, 
they are not ready to do admissions unless the fees are paid. 

 Chamarajanagar and Haveri performed well in all management 
school admissions with 75% plus. Dharwad and Bellary districts 
recorded 69%. Admissions were the lowest at Bengaluru South 
(13%) and Bengaluru North (22%). 
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07/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
West Bengal Assembly passes resolution to set up Legislative 
Council 

 The West Bengal Assembly passed a resolution to set up the 
Legislative Council with a two-thirds majority. 

 The resolution was moved by Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
Partha Chatterjee under Article 169.  
Article 169 

 Article 169 deals with the Abolition or creation of Legislative 
Councils in States.         

 Notwithstanding anything in Article 168, Parliament may by law 
provide for the abolition of the Legislative Council of a State having 
such a Council or for the creation of such a Council in a State having 
no such Council, if the Legislative Assembly of the State passes a 
resolution to that effect by a majority of the total membership of the 
Assembly and by a majority of not less than two thirds of the 
members of the Assembly present and voting. 

 Any law referred to in clause ( 1 ) shall contain such provisions for 
the amendment of this Constitution as may be necessary to give 
effect to the provisions of the law and may also contain such 
supplemental, incidental and consequential provisions as Parliament 
may deem necessary. 

 No such law as aforesaid shall be deemed to be an amendment of 
this Constitution for the purposes of Article 368’. 

 
‘Super censorship’: MPs’ panel grills Ministry 

 The Standing Committee on Information and Technology headed by 
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor, at a meeting grilled the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting on the “super censorship” clause 
introduced in the draft Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill 2021. 

 The committee members asked the Ministry to explain the “reasons” 
and “motivation” for introducing the provision which allows the 
government to order recertification for a film already certified by the 
Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC).  

 This was the first meeting of the Parliamentary Panel on the Bill. 
 The Ministry officials claimed that the Bill has been misunderstood 

and that the Ministry itself will have no powers to censor any film. 
The Bill only allows the Ministry to return the film for 
recertification,” one of the members said on condition of anonymity. 
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 Ministry officials also said that the clause would only be invoked if 
the content of a film impinged on security and integrity of the nation. 

 Not satisfied with the explanation, the members asked why, when 
there were existing penal provisions to deal with such a situation, did 
the Ministry felt it necessary to incorporate this in the Bill. 

 If any person or group feels that a film or part of it hurts their 
sentiment or imperils the country, they can go to court.  

 Our basic question was why should this power to adjudicate be 
vested with a bureaucrat,” another member said. 

 The members also pointed to the Supreme Court order passed in 
2000 that the government could not exercise revisional powers on 
films already certified by the CBFC. 

 The Bill was placed in the public domain till July 2 inviting comments. 
 Filmmakers across the country have slammed the Bill, with veteran 

filmmaker Adoor Gopalkrishnan calling it an attempt by the 
government to bring in “super censorship”. 
 
Draft Cinematograph (Amendment) Bill 2021 

 The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting wants to add a 
provision to the Act giving revisionary powers to the Centre. If 
Section 5B(1): principles for guidance in certifying films, is violated 
then the Centre can use its power to reverse the decision of the 
Central Board of Film Certification. 

 Since the provisions of Section 5B(1) are derived from Article 19(2) 
of the Constitution and are non-negotiable  

 it is also proposed in the Draft Bill to add a provision to sub-section 
(1) of section 6 to the effect that on receipt of any references by the 
Central Government in respect of a film certified for public exhibition, 
on account of violation of Section 5B(1) of the Act, the Central 
Government may, if it considers it necessary so to do, direct the 
Chairman of the Board to re-examine the film 

 Section 5B(1) states that a film shall not be certified for public 
exhibition if, in the opinion of the authority competent to grant the 
certificate, the film or any part of it is against the interests of the 
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly 
relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality, or 
involves defamation or contempt of court or is likely to incite the 
commission of any offence. 

 The draft also proposes to give certificates to films for perpetuity, 
which is currently set for 10 years. 
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 The ministry also wants to add a provision to penalise film piracy. 
The draft bill proposes to insert section 6AA which prohibits 
unauthorised recording.  

 
Tele-law services empowering the voiceless 
 

 The Law Minister addressed an event to mark the coverage of more 
than nine lakh beneficiaries of the government’s tele-law scheme, 
using common service centres (CSCs) to provide justice across the 
country. 

 Offering legal assistance to needy people over telephone and video 
conference by lawyers and para-legal volunteers has given “voice of 
justice to the voiceless. 

 This facility has also been “a source of gender justice and 
empowerment”.  

 To mark the occasion, the Minister released a special postal cover on 
tele-law — Reaching the Unreached. 

 Mr. Prasad urged lawyers and para-legal volunteers engaged in tele-
law to keep their commitment. 

 Tele-law has the potential to foster inclusive justice delivery and 
strengthen rule of law. 

 Tele-law saw a 369% jump in the number of beneficiaries seeking 
legal advice during the last one year. 

 A third party evaluation conducted by the National Council for 
Applied Economic Research (NCAER) in January 2020 described tele-
law as “a successful legal empowerment model for the poor and 
vulnerable” and recommended increasing its footprint. 

 Presently, tele-law programme is operational in 633 districts 
(including 115 aspirational districts) across all the States and Union 
Territories using a network of 50,000 CSCs.  

 The CSCs help needy and disadvantaged people get legal advice from 
a panel of lawyers using e-interface platforms. 
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Tele-law initiative 

 
 The Department of Justice has partnered with NALSA and CSC e-

Governance Service India Limited for mainstreaming legal aid to the 
marginalised communities through Common Services Center (CSC). 

 It was launched with a view to providing legal aid and services to the 
backward communities and the people in rural areas. 

 Citizens can access these services over the internet at no cost through 
the Digital Seva Portal. 

 It is a program by the government where people can seek legal advice 
from lawyers through video conferencing available at the Common 
Service Centers, on the ‘Tele Law’ portal – a technology-enabled 
platform.  

 The legal services would be provided at the Panchayat levels across 
the country through the Common Service Centers. 
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Ethiopia resumes filling disputed dam 
 

 
 

 Ethiopia has started the second phase of filling a mega-dam’s 
reservoir on the upper Blue Nile, said Egypt and Sudan, raising 
tensions ahead of an upcoming UN Security Council meeting on the 
issue. 

 Egypt’s Irrigation Ministry late Monday expressed its “firm rejection 
of this unilateral measure” and Sudan’s Foreign Ministry followed 
suit, labelling the move a “risk and imminent threat”. 

 The huge dam, set to be Africa’s largest hydroelectric project when 
completed, has sparked an almost decade-long diplomatic stand-off 
between Addis Ababa and downstream nations Egypt and Sudan.  

 Ethiopia says the project is essential to its development, but Cairo 
and Khartoum fear it could restrict their citizens’ water access. 

 Both governments have been pushing Addis Ababa to ink a binding 
deal over the filling and operation of the dam, and have urged the UN 
Security Council to take up the matter. 
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Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
 The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) is a gravity dam on the 

Blue Nile River in Ethiopia under construction since 2011. T 
 The dam is in the Benishangul-Gumuz Region of Ethiopia, about 45 km 

(28 mi) east of the border with Sudan. 
 The primary purpose of the dam is electricity production to relieve 

Ethiopia’s acute energy shortage and for electricity export to 
neighboring countries.  

 With a planned installed capacity of 6.45 gigawatts, the dam will be 
the largest hydroelectric power plant in Africa when completed, as 
well as the seventh largest in the world. 

 

E-waste disposal: L-G seeks means to integrate unorganised sector 
 Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal chaired a review meeting related to 

e-waste management in the Capital city. 
 The strategy for setting up an e-waste processing park was discussed 

in detail to ensure scientific, efficient and environmentally safe 
disposal of all types of electronic waste. 

 It was emphasised that an institutional mechanism should be devised 
to suitably integrate the unorganised sector that includes traditional 
kabadiwalas, ragpickers and NGOs in e-waste collection and 
processing. 

 The local bodies should be closely involved in the venture and 
learnings from other States, where similar initiatives have been 
taken, should be effectively dovetailed. 

 Local bodies were further advised to formulate a time-bound action 
plan for setting up e-waste processing units and to work in close 
coordination with the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests and Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology among others for implementation of the 
project. 

 
Govt creates new ministry of co-operation 
 

 a separate ‘ministry of co-operation’ has been created by the 
Narendra Modi government to realize the vision of ‘Sahkar se 
Samriddhi And to focus on strengthening the cooperative movement 
in the country. 

 This ministry will provide a separate administrative, legal and policy 
framework for strengthening the cooperative movement in the 
country. 
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 It will help deepen Co-operatives as a true people based movement 
reaching upto the grassroots. 

 In our country, a Co-operative based economic development model is 
very relevant where each member works with a spirit of 
responsibility.  

 The Ministry will work to streamline processes for ‘Ease of doing 
business’ for co-operatives and enable development of Multi-State 
Co-operatives (MSCS).  

 The Central Government has signaled its deep commitment to 
community based developmental partnership. Creation of a separate 
Ministry for Cooperation also fulfils the budget announcement made 
by the Finance Minister.                  

 
Govt of India meets Bangladesh Govt on the issues related to Maitree 
Power project      
                                                                                

 The Maitree super thermal power project is a 1,320MW coal-fired 
power station under construction in Rampal, Bangladesh. 

 The power plant is being developed by Bangladesh India Friendship 
Power Company (BIFPCL), a 50:50 joint venture between India’s 
state-run National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) and 
Bangladesh Power Development Board (BPDB). 

 It will be one of the biggest coal-fired power plants in Bangladesh. 
 The project is an environmentally friendly supercritical technology 

based thermal power plant, and the first unit of this project would be 
commissioned in December 2021 i.e. coinciding with Golden Jubilee 
celebration of Victory Day of Bangladesh and Unit#2 is expected to 
be commissioned matching with the implementation of the 
associated transmission system. 
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Lambda Covid variant 

 
Lambda variant 

 Even as the Delta variant of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus continues to 
drive the rise in infections around the world, another variant, 
Lambda, is increasingly being seen by scientists and health experts as 
a new emerging threat.  

 On June 14 2021, the World Health Organization designated the 
Lambda variant, previously known by its formal scientific name C.37, 
as the seventh and newest “variant of interest”, meaning it was 
something to watch out for. 

 It has been the dominant variant in Peru and other countries of South 
America.  

 The Lambda variant has not yet been found in the Indian population, 
but has recently been detected in the UK and other European 
countries. 
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The white flag campaign in Malaysia, triggered by Covid-19 distress 
 

 
 In Malaysia, some residents of low-income families have started 

waving white flags as part of the so-called “White Flag Campaign”, or 
the #bendera putih (white flag) movement. 

 They are doing this to convey distress about the financial crunch they 
have had to deal with amid the lockdowns due to Covid-19.  

 As part of the movement that was initiated last week, families that 
are facing hunger or need any other kind of assistance are 
encouraged to wave a white flag or put a piece of white cloth outside 
their homes to signal that they need help.  

 The idea is that by spotting the white flag, neighbours and good 
samaritans can reach them. 

 Alongside the white flag movement, there is the black flag 
movement as well, in order to express dissatisfaction with the 
Malaysian government. 
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Bengaluru witnessed 90% spike in NO2 pollution between April 2020 
and 2021 

 A new report from Greenpeace India revealed that nitrogen 
dioxide(NO2) pollution increased in all eight most populous State 
capitals studied.  

 Among Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Chennai, Kolkata, 
Jaipur and Lucknow, Delhi saw the most dramatic increase between 
April 2020 and April 2021. 

 NO2 is a dangerous air pollutant that is released when fuel is burned, 
including in most motor vehicles, power generation, and industrial 
processes.  

 Exposure to NO2 is known to severely impact people’s health at all 
ages, including the respiratory and circulatory systems and the brain, 
leading to increases in hospital admissions and mortality. 

 According to satellite observations, NO2 pollution in Bengaluru 
increased by 90% between April 2020 and April 2021. 

 Greenpeace pointed out that as the pandemic continues to have a 
severe impact, there is growing evidence that polluted cities suffer 
disproportionately more coronavirus cases. 

 It is recommended that governments, local administration and city 
planners must initiate the transition from privately owned vehicles 
to an efficient, clean and safe public transport system that is run on 
clean energy. 

 

Greenpeace India 
 Greenpeace India is the Indian branch of the global environmental 

group Greenpeace, a non-profit NGO, with a presence in 55 countries 
across Europe, the Americas, Asia. 

 Greenpeace India has legally registered societies in 4 locations with 
Bengaluru as its headquarters and other branches at Delhi, Chennai, 
Patna. 
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08/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
Indemnity issues hold up U.S. vaccine doses donation to India 
 

 The U.S. had announced the distribution of 80 million doses of 
American made vaccines as part of its “COVID-19 Global Response 
and Recovery Framework”.           

 After the United States announced the donation of 80 million doses of 
American-made COVID vaccines to dozens of countries including 
India, the vaccines are being held up by regulatory issues over 
indemnity (waiver of liability in case of side effects found by those 
being administered the vaccines). 
Legal provisions 

 Health Secretary that the “specific provisions of indemnification are 
still under discussion”, indicating that not only are the U.S. vaccine 
donations on hold for the moment, but casting a cloud over the 
delivery of Moderna vaccines, which have already received 
Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) in India, of which the first 
consignment was due to arrive this week. 

 During his visit to the U.S. in May, External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar had met pharma company executives and U.S. business 
chambers who had conveyed concerns about India’s request for them 
to provide vaccines without receiving indemnity in case of side 
effects found by those being administered the vaccines.  

 The indemnity would be used as a legal defence to protect the U.S. 
companies, who have pointed out that they cannot take responsibility 
for cold-chain lapses and storage and transportation problems within 
India. 

 The ‘dilemma’ on the Indian side is that if the U.S. companies are 
given indemnities, all vaccine manufacturers, including Serum 
Institute, Bharat Biotech and Sputnik would also demand the same 
flexibility. 
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Polity and Governance 
SC asks govt to give details about pendency of cases in 
information panel 

 The Supreme Court directed the Central government to place on 
record the latest information on the appointment of Information 
Commissioners, vacancies and pendency of cases in the Central 
Information Commission (CIC), the apex adjudicatory body for 
disputes under the Right to Information Act. 

 Appointments to the CIC are done in an opaque manner despite a 
specific direction from the court in 2019 that the appointment 
process should be transparent and has to be put in the public domain. 

 Another allegation is that pendency of the cases in the CIC has grown 
to 36000. The vacancies are being filled up by party acolytes and 
bureaucrats with vested interests. 

 

Central Information Commission 
 It is an independent, statutory committee formed under the RTI Act to 

ensure freedom of information to citizens.  
 It has jurisdiction over central government bodies, PSU and 

authorities. 
 It has a chief information commissioner and up to 10 information 

commissioners.  
 All are appointed by the president on recommendation of the prime 

minister, union minister nominated by him and leader of opposition in 
Lok Sabha. 

 They hold office till the age of 65 or 5 years. The information 
commissioner is eligible for the post of chief information 
commissioner but can be in office for a maximum of 5 years including 
his tenure as information commissioner. 
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Polity and Governance 
Calcutta High Court judge recuses from hearing Mamata 
Banerjee’s election petition 

 Calcutta High Court Justice Kaushik Chanda recused himself from 
hearing an election petition filed by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.  

 Ms. Banerjee lost the Nandigram poll with a narrow margin of 1,956 
votes to the BJP’'s Suvendu Adhikari in the 2021 State Assembly 
elections. 
Recusal of judges 

 Recusal is the removal of oneself as a judge or policymaker in a 
particular matter, especially because of a conflict of interest. 

 Recusal usually takes place when a judge has a conflict of interest or 
has a prior association with the parties in the case. 

 There are no definite rules on recusals by Judges. 
 

Security 
New online platform maps Pegasus spread 
 

 Forensic Architecture, the Amnesty International and the Citizen Lab 
launched an online database about the use of the spyware Pegasus 
was recently launched to document attacks against human rights 
defenders. 

 The platform, available at digitalviolence.org, lists out “targets' ' of 
the spyware in India that include activists Bela Bhatia and Anand 
Teltumbde. 

 Amnesty said the interactive platform (Digital Violence: How the NSO 
Group Enables State Terror) showed the connections between “ 
‘digital violence’ of Pegasus spyware and the real-world harms 
lawyers, activists, and other civil society figures face”. 

 Amnesty said NSO Group, which makes the spyware, was a “major 
player in the shadowy surveillance company” and has also developed 
pegasus. 

 Pegasus had been used in some of the “most insidious digital attacks” 
on human rights activists in the world.  

 The spyware enabled an attacker to get complete access to a person’s 
phone, including contacts, calls, camera and messages, it said. 
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S&T 
Second genome sequencing lab opens 
 

 Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal inaugurated a state-of-the-art genome 
sequencing facility at the Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS) 
at Delhi. 

 It will aid National Cooperative Development Corporation and other 
centres of the Central government in genome sequencing.  

 Also it will help to identify the COVID-19 variants on time and take 
the right actions so as to strategise plans for any next wave, if at all it 
comes. 

 The facility will help in generating state-of-the-art whole genome 
sequence data of the SARS CoV-2 virus for identification and 
screening of new strains and variants with clinical significance. 

 The facility can sequence nearly all 30,000 molecules of the COVID-
19, in fact, the whole length of the virus. By doing this, any mutations 
in any part of the virus can be identified and not merely the spike 
protein area. 

 

Genome Sequencing 
 A genome is the DNA, or sequence of genes, in a cell. 
 Most of the DNA is in the nucleus and intricately coiled into a structure 

called the chromosome.The rest is in the mitochondria, the cell’s 
powerhouse, and some is chloroplast DNA. 

 Sequencing a genome means deciphering the exact order of base pairs 
in an individual. This “deciphering” or reading of the genome is what 
sequencing is all about. 
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Health 
Delhi High Court asks Centre to submit report on availability 
of black fungus drug 

 The Delhi High Court directed the Centre to submit a status report on 
availability of Liposomal Amphotericin B, used for treating patients 
of black fungus, which primarily affects those who have recovered 
from COVID-19. 

 

Mucormycosis 
 Mucormycosis is a serious but rare fungal infection caused by a group 

of molds called mucormycetes.  
 These molds live throughout the environment. 
 Mucormycosis mainly affects people who have health problems or 

take medicines that lower the body’s ability to fight germs and 
sickness.  

 It most commonly affects the sinuses or the lungs after inhaling fungal 
spores from the air. It can also occur on the skin after a cut, burn, or 
other type of skin injury. 

 Mucormycosis is treated with prescription antifungal medicine, 
usually amphotericin B, posaconazole, or isavuconazole. 
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Polity and Governance 
Portfolio allocation of the cabinet reshuffle 
 

 The President of India, as advised by the Prime Minister, has 
appointed members of the Council of Ministers. 

 The President administered the oath of office and secrecy to the 
members of the Council of Ministers at a ceremony held in the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, today. 

 The PM + Council of ministers are the real executives of the union.  
 They aid and advise the president in the exercise of his functions but 

such advice is binding on the president. 
 Two articles – Article 74 and Article 75 of the Indian Constitution 

deal with the Council of Ministers.  
 Where article 74 mentions that the council will be headed by the 

Prime Minister of India and will aid and advise the President. 
 Article 75 mentions the following things: 

o They are appointed by the President on the advice of Prime 
Minister 

o They along with the Prime Minister of India form 15% of the 
total strength of the lower house i.e. Lok Sabha. (The number 
cannot exceed 15%) 

o 91st Amendment Act provided for the disqualification of the 
minister when he stands disqualified as a member of 
Parliament. (Difference between Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha 
can be referred to in the linked article.) 

o A Minister ceases to exist as one if he is not a member of either 
house of Parliament for six consecutive months. 

o Parliament decides the salary and allowances of the council of 
ministers. 

 

Health 
Giloy and liver damage 
 

 The Ministry of Ayush has issued a statement challenging the findings 
of a study that linked the herb giloy to liver damage. 

 The study, published in the Journal of Clinical and Experimental 
Hepatology, mentioned that the “use of herb TinosporaCordifolia 
(TC), commonly known as giloy or guduchi, resulted in liver failure in 
six patients in Mumbai”. 

 The ministry, however, said that relating giloy or TC to liver damage 
would be “misleading and disastrous to the traditional medicine 
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system of India as herb guduchi or giloy has been used in Ayurveda 
since long. The efficacy of TC in managing various disorders is well 
established”. 

 

TinosporaCordifolia (TC) 
 Tinospora cordifolia is a shrub that is native to India. Its roots, stems, 

and leaves are used in Ayurvedic medicine. 
 Tinospora cordifolia is used for diabetes, high cholesterol, allergic 

rhinitis (hay fever), upset stomach, gout, lymphoma and other cancers, 
rheumatoid arthritis (RA), hepatitis, peptic ulcer disease (PUD), fever, 
gonorrhea, syphilis, and to boost the immune system. 

 Tinospora cordifolia contains many different chemicals that might 
affect the body. Some of these chemicals have antioxidant effects. 
Others might increase the activity of the body's immune system. Some 
chemicals might have activity against cancer cells in test animals. 

 

State news 
Industrial clusters will be established in Kalyana Karnataka 
 

 Industrialists will be invited by establishing industrial clusters in 
Bidar, Kalaburagi, Yadgir, Raichur and Koppal districts of Kalyana 
Karnataka region, said Industries Minister Jagadish Shettar. 

 It has been proposed to establish industries in tier-II and tier-III 
cities in the new industrial policy. As Kalaburagi airport has been 
commissioned, more industries will arrive in the coming years. 

 A Toy cluster is being established in Koppal district with the 
investment ranging from Rs 5,000 crore to Rs 7,000 crore. About 
10,000 jobs are likely to be generated there.  

  In Kadechur Industrial Area spreading 3,000 acres in Yadgir district, 
around 1,000 acres of land will be utilised for establishing 
pharmaceutical units. 

 
Doctors see rise in Avascular Necrosis cases in recovered Covid 
patients 

 Avascular Necrosis (AVN), a disease that results from the temporary 
or permanent loss of blood supply to the bones. When blood supply is 
cut off, the bone tissue dies and the bone collapses. 

 Several city orthopaedic surgeons who confirmed Covid patients post 
recovery facing this problem, and have warned against excessive use 
of steroids. 
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 Another reason is that since the clotting tendency of the body 
generally increases due to Covid, blood supply to some areas stops in 
some patients who have also taken steroids. 

 Doctors believe that administering steroids to treat COVID is the 
main reason for getting Avascular Necrosis (AVN). 

 In grade one and two of AVN, we do core decompression where we 
drill multiple holes into the head of the femur (ball). Hip joint is a ball 
in a socket. In AVN, the ball becomes dead. The blood supply to the 
ball stops. So the soft nature of the ball becomes mush. 

 Core decompression is a surgical procedure that involves surgical 
drilling into the area of dead bone near the joint. This reduces 
pressure, allows increased blood flow, and slows or stops bone or 
joint destruction. 

 

Avascular Necrosis (AVN) 
 Avascular necrosis (AVN) is the death of bone tissue due to a loss of 

blood supply. 
 In its early stages, AVN usually doesn’t have symptoms. As the disease 

gets worse, it becomes painful. At first, it might only hurt when you 
put pressure on the affected bone. Then, pain may become constant. If 
the bone and surrounding joint collapse, you may have severe pain 
that makes you unable to use your joint. 

 Bisphosphonates tablets are used for the treatment. 
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10/07/2021 
Polity and Governance 
Terrain, facilities in J&K to reflect in delimitation 
 

 The Jammu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission said it would base 
its final report on the 2011 Census.        

 Delimitation means the act or process of fixing limits or boundaries 
of territorial constituencies in a country or a province having a 
legislative body.             

 It will take into account the topography, difficult terrain, means of 
communication and convenience available while delimiting seven 
additional seats for the 83-member Assembly of the Union Territory 
(UT), besides granting reservation to the Schedule Tribe (ST) and 
Schedule Caste (SC) communities. 

 In order for the delimitation exercise to reflect the political 
aspirations of society bound in a particular geography, Though the 
population forms the base [for delimitation], the commission shall 
take into account constituencies’ practicality, geographical 
compatibility, topography, physical features, means of 
communication and convenience available. 

 The earlier delimitation panels did not acknowledge the difficult 
terrains and people’s difficulties. 

 “The commission will also specify the number of seats to be reserved 
for the SC and the ST in the Legislative Assembly of the UT.  

o It will be for the first time that seats will be reserved for the ST 
in J&K,” he noted. 

o J&K already has seven seats reserved for SC people, mainly in 
the Kathua-Samba belt in the Jammu region.  

o It will be for the first time that STs, including Bakerwals and 
Gujjars, will get reservation in these delimitation exercises. 

 

Polity and Governance 
Growing apprehensions over Cooperation Ministry 
 

 A row is about to erupt in the Monsoon Session of Parliament that is 
set to start on July 19 2021 over the Ministry of Cooperation 
formation, which was announced on July 5 2021.  

 The portfolio has been given to Home Minister Amit Shah after the 
last Cabinet expansion. 
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 The government said the Ministry “will provide a separate 
administrative, legal and policy framework for strengthening the 
cooperative movement in the country”  

 It will also help to streamline the processes for “ease of doing 
business” and enable development of Multi-State Co-operative Banks 
(MSCBs).  

 Significantly, the MSCBs have now been solely taken under the 
Reserve Bank of India for regulatory purposes. 

 Cooperatives is a State subject under entry 32 of the State list under 
Schedule 7 of the Constitution.  
Concerns 

 The cooperative model has been a source of political power in States 
such as Maharashtra, Kerala, Gujarat, parts of Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal. 

o And many of these cash-rich cooperatives are controlled by 
Opposition parties such as the Nationalist Congress Party, 
CPI(M) and the Congress in some of these States. 

 Since Cooperatives is a State subject, it encroaches on a State’s 
power. 

 Opposition is concerned that the move was to “hijack the cooperative 
movement” that currently falls under the State governments. 

 

Polity and Governance 
Don’t summon officials unnecessarily, says Supreme Court 
 

 The Supreme Court said that judges should not behave like 
“emperors” and summon government officials “at the drop of a hat”. 

 The Supreme Court said there would be a “reaction” if judges cross 
the line of separation of powers between the judiciary and the 
executive to call officers to court “unnecessarily”. The apex court 
prescribed modesty and humility. 

 A practice has developed in certain High Courts to call officers at the 
drop of a hat and to exert direct or indirect pressure.  

 It is always open to the High Court to set aside the decision which 
does not meet the test of judicial review, but summoning of officers 
frequently is not appreciable at all. The same is liable to be 
condemned in the strongest words, the court observed. 

 At times, officials had to travel great distances and wait for hours in 
court. His official work was delayed, creating an extra burden on the 
officer 

 “Summoning the officer is against the public interest... Courts have 
the power of the pen which is more effective than the presence of an 
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officer in Court. If any particular issue arises for consideration before 
the Court, and the advocate representing the State is not able to 
answer, it is advised to write such doubt in the order and give time to 
the State or its officers to respond,” Justice Gupta observed in the 
verdict. 

 
 
 

Health 
Zika action plan formulated 
 

 The Kerala Health Department has formulated an action plan for 
coordinated efforts to check the spread of Zika infection in the State. 

 The number of infections reported so far in the State has risen to 14. 
 The Kerala Health Department will launch intensive control 

measures across all districts, with focus on mosquito control. 
o The control measures will concentrate on all geographic 

localities where high Aedes species density is reported.  
o Mosquito-control drive requires coordinated action at various 

levels and, hence, all departments will be roped in for carrying 
out the drive. 

o As good laboratory facilities are the key to early detection and 
diagnosis of Zika, the government will strengthen lab facilities. 

o  Apart from medical colleges, facilities will be arranged at the 
public health lab also. 

o  Training and awareness will be given to all health workers. 
 

Zika Virus 
 Zika is spread mostly by the bite of an infected Aedes species 

mosquito (Ae. aegypti and Ae. albopictus).  
 Zika can be passed from a pregnant woman to her fetus. Infection 

during pregnancy can cause certain birth defects. 
 Zika infection during pregnancy can cause a serious birth defect called 

microcephaly that is a sign of incomplete brain development. 
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 There is no vaccine or medicine for Zika. 

 

Health 
Maharashtra resumes immunisation against filariasis 
 

 The Maharashtra government has flagged off its mass drug 
administration drive for the elimination of lymphatic filariasis. 

 The Maharashtra Health Services has organised the drive in 
coordination with Global Health Strategies, World Health 
Organization, and Project Concern International. 

 The drive will be conducted in six districts — Bhandara, Chandrapur, 
Gadchiroli, Gondia, Yavatmal and Nanded — till July 15.  

 Maharashtra has 18 filariasis endemic districts. As of 2020-21, at 
least 31,258 lymphoedema and 11,929 hydrocele cases were 
reported from these districts. 

 Mass drug administration is one of the two pillars of the National 
Programme for Elimination of Lymphatic Filariasis, under which 
anti-filaria drugs are administered to the eligible population once a 
year. 

 A combination of two drugs, diethylcarbamazine (DEC) and 
albendazole, or three — Ivermectin, DEC, and Albendazole — will be 
administered during the drive. 
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Lymphatic Filariasis 

 
 Commonly known as elephantiasis, it is a painful and profoundly 

disfiguring disease marked by severe swelling in the arms, legs, 
breasts, or genitals. The skin may become thicker as well, and the 
condition may become painful. 

 It is caused by infection with parasites classified as nematodes 
(roundworms) of the family Filarioidea that are transmitted through 
the bites of infected mosquitos. 

 Mosquito-transmitted larvae are deposited on the skin from where 
they can enter the body.  
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Environment 
Himalayan yaks to be insured 

 
 The high-altitude yak, feeling the climate change heat across the 

Himalayan belt, will now be insured. 
 The National Research Centre on Yak (NRCY) at Dirang in Arunachal 

Pradesh’s West Kameng district has tied up with the National 
Insurance Company Ltd. for insuring their livestock. 

 The insurance policy will shield the yak owners against the risks 
posed by weather calamities, diseases, in-transit mishaps, surgical 
operations and strikes or riots. 

 The total yak population in India is about 58,000.  
 They are present in the Union Territories of Ladakh, Jammu and 

Kashmir, Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, West Bengal 
and Uttarakhand. 
Concerns 

 The countrywide population trend shows that the yak population has 
been decreasing at an alarming rate.  

 Further, climate change and inexplicable changes in the weather 
pattern have been reported from the yak rearing areas throughout 
the country. 

 More than 500 yaks died in a single spell of heavy rainfall in northern 
Sikkim in 2019, leading to a heavy financial burden on the owners. 

 Woolly yaks were indicators of change in temperature on the 
mountains. The animal finds it difficult to tolerate the conditions 
below 7,000 feet above sea level. 

 A four-year-old report said the number of yaks across the country 
declined by almost 24.7% between 2012 and 2019. 

 Rise in temperature forces the yak to go higher, which gives us an 
indication of fluctuations in the weather. 
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State news 
Corruption in the TDR scheme 
 

 Karnataka has promised to address some of the most troubling issues 
in the scam-ridden Transferable Development Rights (TDR) scheme.  

 It has announced ordinances to amend the Karnataka Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1961, for this purpose. 
 
Transferable Development Rights (TDR) scheme.  

 The TDR scheme is a method of reducing the government's cost of 
acquiring land for public projects such as building or widening roads, 
constructing metro/railway lines, etc.  

 A person who parts with his/her land for a public project is given the 
TDR instead of monetary compensation. 

 A TDR certificate relaxes several governmental restrictions on land 
development, such as zoning regulations, setback area rules, etc, and 
it can be transferred (=sold).  
 
What's the scam in the TDR?  

 The TDR scheme isn't really known for transparency. Its opaque 
nature has facilitated a nexus between corrupt government officials 
and land sharks, resulting in a scam to the tune of hundreds of 
crores.  

 For example, owners could bribe officials to inflate the prices of their 
land and strike unscrupulous deals with developers. In most cases, 
there is an inordinate delay in issuing the TDR certificates. 

 Currently, it takes four to five years for landowners to receive the 
TDR after their land has been acquired.  

 There are often discrepancies in the surveys carried out by planning 
and implementing agencies. 

 In Bengaluru, the widening of Ballari and Jayamahal roads has been 
held up because of the issues with the TDR scheme.  
 
Amendments have been proposed in the existing law 

 The proposed amendments quicken the process of issuing the TDR 
by setting a 90-day time frame for issuing the documents. 

 In addition, the government will scrap the multi-agency surveys 
before the TDR is issued. 

 Towards this end, the state cabinet has approved ordinances to 
include subsections 4(I), 4(J) and 4(K) under section 14(B) and 
amend section 17 of the KTCP Act. 
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 The government is also evaluating whether the amendments would 
warrant the notification of a new set of rules for the TDR process.  

 
 

Shortcomings in the proposed amendments 
 The TDR scheme, in itself, has received a very lukewarm response 

over the years as landowners prefer monetary compensation. 
 Moreover, the documents and survey sketches issued by the 

implementing agency tend to vary from those available with the 
planning agency. 

 There are fears that scrapping multi-agency surveys would only lead 
to more irregularities as the powers will be concentrated in a single 
agency. 

 Lastly, the ordinance route taken by the government to bring in the 
amendments has raised many eyebrows.  

 

Bengaluru among top 15 global cities in attracting VC funds in fintech 
sector 

 Bengaluru is the only Indian city to be listed among the top 15 cities 
globally in terms of attracting highest VC investments in the fintech 
sector. 

 According to research from London & Partners, a not-for-profit social 
enterprise, and Dealroom.co, the city currently ranks 8th globally. 
During the first six months of 2021, Bengaluru has attracted $800 
million VC funds in the fintech sector.  

 The new research also shows that India ranked fourth globally for 
fintech VC investments so far this year. 

 

Venture Capital Funding 
 Start up companies with a potential to grow need a certain amount of 

investment. Wealthy investors like to invest their capital in such 
businesses with a long-term growth perspective. This capital is known 
as venture capital and the investors are called venture capitalists. 

 Venture capital and angel investments are the most common 
alternative sources of funding, both angels and venture capitalist firms 
cater to innovative startup businesses, and both tend to prefer 
companies related to technology and science. 
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Thawarchand Gehlot will be sworn in as Governor of Karnataka 
 

 Thawarchand Gehlot will be sworn-in as the 19th Governor of 
Karnataka on July 11 2021, the state government said. 

 The Chief Justice of the High Court of Karnataka Justice Abhay 
Srinivas Oka will administer the Oath of Office and Secrecy to the new 
Governor. 
Governor 

 PART VI of the Constitution deals with the other half of Indian 
federalism, i.e. the States. 

 The Governor’s appointment, his powers and everything related to 
the office of Governor have been discussed under Article 153 to 
Article 162 of the Indian Constitution. 

 ARTICLE 153 says There shall be a Governor for each State: Provided 
that nothing in this article shall prevent the appointment of the same 
person as Governor for two or more States. 

 The Governor stands as the executive head of a State and the working 
remains the same as of the office of President of India. 

 Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify 
eligibility requirements for the post of governor. 

 The term of governor's office is normally 5 years but it can be 
terminated earlier. 

 
Karnataka’s skills training dropped 51% due to pandemic 
 

 Karnataka’s skill development programme took a hit during the 
Covid-19 pandemic as the number of candidates the government-
managed to train last year was halved compared with 2019-20. 

 Also the pandemic might have impacted placements for candidates 
who were trained as well. 

 According to government data, a total of 49,146 people were trained 
for various job roles in 2019-20. In the pandemic-hit 2020-21, the 
number of trained people came down to 23,845 - a 51% decrease. 

 This is based on the skills training data from the Chief Minister’s 
Kaushalya Karnataka Yojane (CMKKY) and the Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). 

 In the current 2021-22 financial year, the government has a target of 
training 34,000 people under CMKKY. 

 The Skill Connect portal - skillconnect.kaushalkar.com - is branded as 
a networking platform that pairs up companies with certified skilled 
workers.  
 



 
 

 
 

                 CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs COURSES / 

STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.comENQUIRY 
9654506161 

 

Chief Minister’s Kaushalya Karnataka Yojane (CMKKY) 
 It envisages to skill 5 lakh youth annually of which 2.50 lakh youth 

shall be targeted under schemes implemented directly by Skill 
Development Entrepreneurship and Livelihood Department (SDEL) 
and 2.50 lakh youth shall be targeted under schemes implemented by 
other Government departments and government bodies. 

 The new Department was established to bring various Skill Trainings 
hither-to being conducted by different departments into one 
umbrella.  

 It also envisages standardizing the Content, Syllabus, Selection of 
Trainees, Selection of Training Providers, Assessment of Trainees and 
their Placement. 

 It also aims to develop a new strategic framework for Skill 
Development for the school drop-outs and existing workers, especially 
in the Informal Sector in close consultation with Industry, Micro 
Enterprises in the Informal Sector, State Governments, Experts and 
Academia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


