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7/06/2021 
Economy 
Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Chandigarh top in 
 Performance Grading Index 
 

 
 The Union Territory of Chandigarh and the states of Punjab, Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala have come out on top in the latest edition of the 
Performance Grading Index (PGI) released by the Education Ministry. 

 The PGI rates performance in school education based on data drawn 
from the Unified District Information System for Education Plus, 
National Achievement Survey, Mid-Day Meal, Public Financial 
Management System, and the Shagun portal — all maintained by the 
department of school education. 

 In PGI, states are scored on a total of 1,000 points across 70 
parameters, including access, infrastructure, equity and learning 
outcomes. 
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Performance Grading Index (PGI) 
 Performance Grading Index (PGI) is a tool to provide 

insights on the status of school education in States and UTs 
including key levers that drive their performance and 
critical areas. 

 PGI grades all States and UTs on their performance across 
70 indicators on school education. The Indicators have been 
grouped into 2 Categories – Outcomes and Governance & 
Management with 4 Domains under the first category and 
1 under the second. 

 Objective : To encourage States & UTs to adopt best 
practices like online recruitment and transfer of teachers, 
electronic attendance of students & teachers. Grading 
system assists the States & UTs to identify gaps and design 
appropriate interventions to bridge them. 
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Polity 
Push for citizenship to minority migrants from Pakistan,  
Afghanistan and Bangladesh 

 Migrants belonging to six non-Muslim minority communities from 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who came to India on valid 
documents before 2014 are eligible to apply online for citizenship 
from any part of the country, a senior government official said. 

 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA) that is intended to 
benefit undocumented (illegal migrants) from the six persecuted 
communities who entered India before December 31, 2014 is yet to 
come into force as the rules that govern the law have not been notified 
by the Ministry yet. 

 In May, The MHA empowered 13 more District Collectors in Gujarat, 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab to grant citizenship 
certificates to applicants belonging to the six communities under 
Section 5 (registration) and Section 6 (naturalisation) of the 
Citizenship Act, 1955. Citizenship is a Home Ministry subject but it can 
delegate powers to States for specific objectives. 

 

Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 
 The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 amended the Citizenship Act, 

1955 by providing a pathway to Indian citizenship for persecuted 
religious minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who 
are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis or Christians, and arrived in 
India before the end of December 2014. 

 Migrants who had entered India by 31 December 2014, and had 
suffered "religious persecution or fear of religious persecution" in their 
country of origin, were made eligible for citizenship. 

 The amendment also relaxed the residence requirement for 
naturalisation of these migrants from twelve years to six. 
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S&T 
Defence ministry clears project to build six submarines Under 
‘Strategic Partnership’ Model 

 The Defence Ministry on Friday cleared a mega project to build six 
conventional submarines under Project P 75 (I) for the Indian Navy at 
a cost of around Rs 43,000 crore, a decision aimed at narrowing the 
gap with the growing naval prowess of China. 

 The decision was taken at a meeting of the Defence Acquisition Council 
(DAC) chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. 
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Project P 75 (I)  
 Under this project, the Indian Navy intends to acquire six  diesel-

electric submarines 
 features advanced air-independent propulsion systems to enable 

them to stay submerged for longer duration and substantially increase 
their operational range. 

 
Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)  

 It is constituted for providing overall guidance on the defence 
procurement planning process. 

 DAC is the highest decision-making body in the Defence Ministry for 
deciding on new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services 
(Army, Navy and Air Force) and the Indian Coast Guard. 

 The Defence Minister is the Chairman of the Council. 
 

Environment 
World Environment Day 2021 
 

 
 By shrinking the area of natural habitat for animals, we have created 

ideal conditions for pathogens – including coronaviruses – to spread.  
 The fact remains that only with healthy ecosystems can we enhance 

people’s livelihoods, counteract climate change and stop the collapse 
of biodiversity. 

 The theme for World Environment Day 2021 is 'Ecosystem 
Restoration' and Pakistan will be the global host for the day. This 
World Environment Day will kick off the UN Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration (2021-2030), a global mission to revive billions of 
hectares, from forests to farmlands, from the top of mountains to the 
depth of the sea. 

 The pandemic 
that the world 
has been 
dealing with 
for almost 1.5 
years now has 
shown how 
disastrous the 
consequences 
of ecosystem 
loss can be.  
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 World Environment Day is celebrated on June 5, annually to encourage 
awareness and environmental protection.  

 According to the United Nations, "the celebration of this day provides 
us with an opportunity to broaden the basis for an enlightened opinion 
and responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises, and communities 
in preserving and enhancing the environment." 

 

Polity and Governance 
Govt. keen on implementing labour codes 
 

 Centre is keen on going ahead with the implementation of the four 
labour codes which, among others, will result in a reduction in the 
take-home pay of employees and a higher provident fund liability of 
companies.  

 This is because under the new wages code, allowances are capped at 
50%. This means half of the gross pay of an employee would be basic 
wages. Provident fund contribution is calculated as a percentage of the 
basic wage. 

 After the implementation of the new codes, the take-home pay of 
employees would reduce, while the provident fund liability of 
employers would increase in many cases. 

 These four labour codes will rationalise 44 Central labour laws. 
 The Ministry had even finalised the rules under the four codes. But 

these could not be implemented because many States were not in a 
position to notify rules under these codes in their jurisdiction. 

 Labour is on the Concurrent List of the Constitution and, therefore, 
both the Centre and the States have to notify rules under these four 
codes to make them the laws of the land in their respective 
jurisdictions. 

 
4 Labour Codes 

 
 

 The Code on Wages, 2019, applying to all the employees in organized 
as well as unorganized sector, aims to regulate wage and bonus 
payments in all employments and aims at providing equal 
remuneration to employees performing work of a similar nature in 
every industry, trade, business, or manufacture. 

 The Code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions, 
2020 seeks to regulate the health and safety conditions of workers in 
establishments with 10 or more workers, and in all mines and docks. 
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 The Code on Social Security, 2020 consolidates nine laws related to 
social security and maternity benefits. 

 The Code on Industrial Relations, 2020 seeks to consolidate three 
labour laws namely, The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947: The Trade 
Unions Act, 1926 and The Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) 
Act, 1946. The Code aims to improve the business environment in the 
country largely by reducing the labour compliance burden of 
industries. 
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Polity and Governance 
The Model Panchayat Citizens Charter 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Panchayats are expected to utilise this framework to draw up a 
citizen’s charter and adopt it through a resolution of the Gram Sabha 
by 15 August 2021.  

 The state governments have been requested to draw up a time bound 
plan of action for the purpose. 

 The model framework states:“A Citizens’ Charter is a tool to achieve 
good governance. Successful implementation of Citizens’ Charter 
improves service delivery, brings responsiveness on the part of 
Panchayat functionaries and enhances Citizens’ satisfaction.”  

 It is expected to empower citizens and bring professionalism in the 
Panchayat functioning. 

 

Citizen’s charter 
 It is like a statement of promises regarding the quality of services being 

delivered.  
 It is a voluntary document released by a service provider, in this case, 

the government. 
 Through the document, the service provider declares its commitment 

to certain standards of the service. 
 A citizen’s charter usually includes the vision and mission of the 

organisation; the work and how it is carried out; the stakeholders - 
citizens, clients, etc; the standards of service - quality, time frame etc; 
grievance redressal mechanism; additional information like 
compensation in the case of failure to meet standards, etc. 

 India adopted the citizen's charter in 1997. 

 
 

 

 The Ministry of Panchayati Raj in 
collaboration with National Institute 
of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) has 
released a Model Panchayat Citizens 
Charter framework for delivery of 
the services across the sectors, 
aligning actions with localised 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 
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Economy 
Pension norms eased for families of deceased staff 

 The Union Government has written to all Ministries relaxing the norms 
for disbursing pension to families of deceased employees considering 
their urgent need of funds for livelihood. The authorities have been 
told to disburse the provisional family pension immediately after 
receiving the claim with a death certificate as the COVID-19 pandemic 
had claimed the lives of several government employees during the 
recent surge. 

 Provisions under Rule 80-A of the Central Civil Service (Pension) 
Rules, 1972, that provided for payment of provisional family pension 
and also provisional death gratuity, pending issue of the Pension 
Payment Order (PPO).  

 Rule 80-A provides for payment of provisional death gratuity by the 
Head of Office once the family pension/death gratuity case has been 
forwarded to the PAO. 

 Simultaneously, action may be taken on a priority basis for 
disbursement of regular family pension through the bank and for 
payment of other entitlements of the family on death of the 
government servant.  

 It may be ensured that the PPO for family pension is issued and 
disbursement of regular family pension is commenced by the bank not 
later than one month after the receipt of the claim for family pension. 
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Social issue 
Recognising sex work as work 

 One community that is especially hard hit due to the pandemic is sex 
workers.  

 Owing to the non-recognition of sex work as “legitimate work”, sex 
workers have mostly been kept at arm’s length from the government’s 
relief programmes.  

 COVID-19 has thus provided more reason to consider a long-pending 
demand of sex workers in India — decriminalisation of sex work and 
a guaranteed set of labour rights. 

 The legislation governing sex work in India is the Immoral Traffic 
(Prevention) Act.  

 The Suppression of Immoral Traffic in Women and Children Act was 
enacted in 1956. Subsequent amendments were made to the law and 
the name of the Act was changed to the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 
Act.  

o The legislation penalises acts such as keeping a brothel, 
soliciting in a public place, living off the earnings of sex work and 
living with or habitually being in the company of a sex worker. 

o The Act has not only criminalised sex work but also further 
stigmatised and pushed it underground thus leaving sex 
workers more prone to violence, discrimination and 
harassment.  

o Act also fails to recognise that many women willingly enter into 
agreements with traffickers, sometimes just to seek a better life 
as chosen by them.  

 The Justice Verma Commission had also acknowledged that there is a 
distinction between women who are trafficked for commercial 
sexual exploitation and adult, consenting women who are in sex work 
of their own volition. 

 sex work must be recognised as work and stop ourselves from 
assigning morality to their work.  

 They have the right to earn through providing sexual services; live 
with dignity; and remain free from violence, exploitation, stigma and 
discrimination. 

 The judiciary is moving in the direction of recognising sex workers’ 
right to livelihood. 

 The Supreme Court, in Budhadev Karmaskar v. State of West Bengal 
(2011), opined that sex workers have a right to dignity.  

 Parliament must also take a re-look at the existing legislation and do 
away with the ‘victim-rescue-rehabilitation’ narrative.  
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Social issue 
Odisha’s forest produce gatherers hit hard 
 

 
 For the second year running, forest dwellers across Odisha have been 

deprived of the right price for the Non-Timber Forest Produce (NTFP) 
gathered by them. 

 Around this time, tribals collect sal leaves, siali leaves, mohua flowers, 
mango kernel, karanja seeds, char seeds and tamarind. The hard cash 
earned by forest dwellers and tribals in the summer helps them 
survive the critical four monsoon months and use the money in 
agricultural activities.  

 This year, the spread of COVID-19 infections was more profound in the 
rural and tribal hinterland.  

 Unscrupulous traders took advantage of the fear prevailing in society 
and reduced the purchase price of NTFPs. 

  NTFP gatherers sold their forest produce at lower prices, before 
government agencies intervened. 

 The Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India 
(TRIFED) promoted Van Dhan Vikash Kendra, which was introduced 
to create a market for minor forest produce while ensuring minimum 
support price, but it could not perform to its potential. 
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Economy 
Karnataka ups rank in sustainable Goals, in fourth position 

 Kanataka has moved up from sixth to fourth place in the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) India Index 2020- 21, released by NITI 
Aayog, with an increase in the overall score to 72, from 66 last year. 

 Karnataka and other states that got scores between 66 and 99 have 
been categorised as ‘Front Runners’. 

 Karnataka is close to achieving the global target of zero HIV incidence. 
“HIV incidence per 1,000 uninfect- ed population is estimated to have 
declined from 0.07 in 2017 to 0.05 in 2019. 

 The report also stated that Karnataka is close to achiev- ing the target 
of 99.9 per cent institutional deliveries. 

 On enrolment ratio in elemen- tary education, Karnataka has achieved 
the target of 100 percent enrollment at the elementary level. 

 Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra lead the country in 
generation of power from renewable energy.  

 As of November 2020, in- stalled capacity of grid inter- active bio-
power per 10 lakh population in India is 7.62 MW and Karnataka has 
the highest at 28.4 MW. 

 
WELFARE TARGETS 

 Access to drinking water: While the national target is to provide access 
to an improved source of drinking water to all.  

 Ten states, including Karnataka, have achieved the target. 
 Households with a bank account: 99.99 per cent of the targeted 

households have been covered by bank accounts, as of 2020. Only 
eight states, including Karnataka, fall short of achieving the target.  

 Innovation: Karnataka ranked first with a score of 42.5, followed by 
Maharashtra (38) and Tamil Nadu (37.91). Mobile density is over 100 
percent in 11 states, including Karnataka. 
Grey areas 

 Health sector: Physicians, nurses and midwives per 10,000 population 
reduced from 72 last year to 70 this year. 

 Gender equality: Sex ratio at birth was 929 last year to 924 this year. 
 Clean water and sanitation: Schools with separate toilet facilities for 

girls reduced from 97.4%% to 95.64%, industries complying with 
CPCB waste water treatment norms dropped from 93.26% to 87.71%. 
Population below the poverty line remained unchanged at 29.91 pc. 
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8/06/2021 
Environment  
Indian Railways moving towards pollution-free 
 modernization! From Dedicated Free Corridors to  
electrification 

 To become the world’s largest green railway network, Piyush Goyal 
Indian Railways is moving towards becoming a “net zero carbon 
emitter” before the year 2030. 

 Since 2014, the electrification of railways which is eco-friendly and 
reduces pollution has increased around ten times, according to the 
Railway Ministry.  

 Besides, the national transporter has planned to electrify the balanced 
Broad Gauge (BG) routes across the Indian Railways network by 
December 2023 in order to achieve 100 percent electrification of BG 
routes. 
Steps taken by Indian Railways to move towards pollution-free 
modernization 

 Indian Railways has adopted modern measures such as Head-On-
Generation systems, Bio-Toilets and LED lights, automatic coach 
washing plants, water conservation as well as solar powered stations 
to contribute towards environmental protection. 

 Dedicated Freight Corridors (Eastern DFC and Western DFC) are being 
developed as a low carbon green transportation network with a long-
term low carbon roadmap, which will allow it to adopt more energy-
efficient as well as carbon-friendly processes, practices and 
technologies. 

 In July 2016, an MoU signed between the national transporter and 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for the facilitation of Green 
initiatives on the Indian Railways network. Till now, as many as 39 
Workshops, eight Loco Sheds, seven Production Units and one Stores 
depot have been ‘GreenCo’ certified. These include two Platinum 
ratings, 15 Gold ratings as well as 18 Silver ratings. 

 Also, Green Certification has also been achieved by 19 stations 
including three Platinum, six Gold and six Silver ratings.  

 In addition, 27 more railway buildings, campuses, offices, as well as 
other establishments, are also Green certified including 15 Platinum, 
nine Gold and two Silver ratings. 

 According to the Railway Ministry, the national transporter has 
incorporated Climate Change features in its own risk assessments as 
well as disaster management protocols. 
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 The ministry has also claimed that the top management in Indian 
Railways’ many public sectors have been communicating with 
stakeholders for a shared understanding, required for long-term 
health as well as sustainability of the organizations they lead 

Economy 
G7 Nations Agree on a Minimum Tax Rate of 15% for 
 Multinational Tech Giants 

 The Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of the G7 met 
virtually on 28 May 2021, and Finance Ministers met in London on 4-
5 June 2021.  

 They were also joined by the Heads of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), World Bank Group, OECD, Eurogroup, and Financial 
Stability Board (FSB). 

 The group agreed to take concrete actions to address historical 
challenges and make an effort towards deeper multilateral economic 
cooperation. 

 Working towards shaping a safe and prosperous future, the group 
reiterated its support to the efforts underway through the G20/OECD 
Inclusive Framework to address the tax challenges arising from 
globalization and the digitalization of the economy and to adopt a 
global minimum tax.  

 G7 Nations committed to a global minimum tax of at least 15% on a 
country-by-country basis. 

 Following years of discussions, the G7 Finance Ministers have agreed 
to reforms that will see multinational tech giants pay their fair share 
of tax in the countries where they do business.  

 The G7 has agreed to a global minimum rate principle that ensures 
multinationals pay a tax of at least 15% in each country they operate. 

 The Finance Ministers of G7 has agreed to the principles of an 
ambitious two Pillar global solution to tackle the tax challenges arising 
from an increasingly globalized and digital global economy. 

 Under Pillar One, the G7 agreed that the largest and most profitable 
multinationals would be required to pay tax in the countries where 
they operate and not just where they have their headquarters.  

 The rules would apply to global firms with at least a 10% profit margin 
– and would see 20% of any profit above the 10% margin reallocated 
and then subjected to tax in the countries they operate. 

 Under Pillar Two, the G7 also agreed to the principle of at least 15% 
global minimum corporation tax operated on a country-by-country 
basis.  

 It will create a more level playing field and crack down on tax 
avoidance. Discussions on the two Pillars have been ongoing for many 

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

years – with the Chancellor making securing a global agreement a key 
priority of the UK’s G7 Presidency.  

 The agreement will now be discussed in further detail at the G20 
Financial Ministers & Central Bank Governors meeting in July 2021. 

 

Group of Seven (G7) 
 The G7 stands for ‘Group of Seven’ industrialized nations. It 

comprises the US, UK, Germany, France, Canada, Italy, and Japan.  
 More than four decades ago, the group was created as an annual 

gathering of political leaders to discuss and exchange ideas on 
various issues, including global economy, security, and energy. 

 The heads of government of the member states, as well as the 
representatives of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 
Summit. 

 The G7 represents 58% of the global net wealth, more than 46% of 
the global gross domestic product (GDP) based on nominal values, 
and more than 32% of the global GDP based on purchasing power 
parity.  

 The seven countries involved are also the largest IMF-advanced 
economies in the world. 

 

Environment 
Becoming #GenerationRestoration: Ecosystem Restoration 
for People, Nature and Climate - UNEP synthesis report 
launched 
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 To launch the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030, UNEP 
in association with Food and Agricultural Organisation has released 
this synthesis report as a call to action for anyone and everyone to join 
the #GenerationRestoration movement to prevent, halt and reverse 
the degradation of ecosystems worldwide. 

 This report presents the case for why we all must throw our weight 
behind a global restoration effort. Drawing on the latest scientific 
evidence, it explains the crucial role played by ecosystems: 

o Around one third of the world’s farmland is degraded. 
o About 87 percent of inland wetlands worldwide have 

disappeared since 1700, and one third of commercial fish 
species are overexploited. 

o Degradation is already affecting the well-being of an estimated 
3.2 billion people – that is 40 percent of the world’s population. 

o Every single year, we lose ecosystem services worth more than 
10 percent of our global economic output. 

 The report synthesizes evidence of the state of degradation of the 
world’s ecosystems and details the economic, environmental and 
social rewards that restoration can bring.  

 The report shows that, far from being a ‘nice to have’, ecosystem 
restoration is needed on a large scale in order to achieve the 
sustainable development agenda.  

 Over-exploitation of natural resources is embedded in economies and 
governance systems, and the resulting degradation is undermining 
hard-won development gains and threatening the well-being of future 
generations. 

 Countries need to deliver on their existing commitments to restore 1 
billion hectares of degraded land and make similar commitments for 
marine and coastal areas.  

 Ecosystem restoration is one of the most important ways of delivering 
nature-based solutions for food insecurity, climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, and biodiversity loss.  

 It won’t be quick or easy, and it will take deep changes to everything 
from the way we measure economic progress to how we grow food 
and what we eat.  

 But the beauty of ecosystem restoration is that it can happen at any 
scale – and everyone has a role to play. 
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Economy 
APEC to debate proposal to remove tariffs for Covid vaccines, 
medical products 

 In a move that could ease delays in delivering vaccines more widely, 
host New Zealand wants APEC's 21 members to agree on "best 
practices guidelines" on the movement of vaccines and related medical 
products across borders. 

 New Zealand believes an agreement is needed to show that APEC is 
responsive and relevant to the crisis facing the world.  

 Average APEC tariffs on vaccines are low at around 0.8% but other 
goods important in the vaccine supply chain face higher tariffs.  

 Alcohol solutions, freezing equipment, packaging and storage 
materials, vials and rubber stoppers face average tariff rates above 
5%, and import tariffs can be as high as 30% in some APEC economies. 

 APEC ministers are also expected to discuss support for the waiving of 
intellectual property rights for COVID-19 vaccines, an issue which is 
currently under negotiation at the World Trade Organization. India 
and South Africa are leading the push for waivers. 

 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Headquarters : Queenstown, Singapore. 
 Membership : 21 economies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation is an inter-
governmental forum for 
21 member economies in 
the Pacific Rim that 
promotes free trade 
throughout the Asia-
Pacific region. It was 
started in 1989. 
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Polity 
Draft Rules for live-streaming, recording of court proceedings 
out 

 Draft Rules released by the Supreme Court e-Committee on Monday 
for live-streaming and recording court proceedings propose a 10-
minute delay in transmission and exclusion of communally sensitive 
cases and matters that involve sexual offences and gender violence 
against women.  

 The Rules are part of the National Policy and Action Plan for 
implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
in the judiciary. 

 Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana recently said the process to make a 
live stream a reality was actively under consideration.  

 Now, the Supreme Court has invited inputs and feedback on the ‘Draft 
Model Rules for Live-Streaming and Recording of Court Proceedings’.  

 The Rules would cover live-streaming and recording of proceedings in 
High Courts, lower courts and tribunals. 

 The Rules intend to balance between access to information and 
concerns of privacy and confidentiality. 

 Matrimonial matters, cases under the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) and under the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) Act would also be exempted from livestream.  

 The Bench can exempt, for reasons recorded in writing, any case it 
considers antithetical to the administration of justice. 

 The rules also say “The final decision as to whether or not to allow the 
live-streaming of the proceedings or any portion thereof will be of the 
Bench, however, the decision of the Bench will be guided by the 
principle of an open and transparent judicial process”. 

 Personal information such as date of birth of parties, home address, 
identity card number, bank account information, and the personal 
information of related parties, such as close relatives, witnesses and 
other participants, will be deleted or muted during live-streaming. 

 The content of the recording would be vetted and posted, usually 
within three days of the conclusion of the proceedings.  

 The content would be posted on the court website or made available 
on digital platforms authorised by the court. “No person/entity 
(including print and electronic media, and social media platforms) 
other than an authorised person/entity shall record, share and/or 
disseminate live-streamed proceedings or archival data,” the Rules 
proposed. 
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Polity 
Supreme Court orders tough action against illegal calls for 
adoption of COVID-19-orphaned children 

 The Supreme Court has directed the States and Union Territories 
(UTs) to take stringent action against private individuals and NGOs 
who invite people to illegally adopt children orphaned by the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

 The State Governments/Union Territories are directed to prevent any 
NGO from collecting funds in the names of the affected children by 
disclosing their identity and inviting interested persons to adopt them. 
No adoption of affected children should be permitted contrary to the 
provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015,” the court ordered. 

 It was illegal to invite strangers to adopt children, already traumatised 
by their personal losses, without the involvement of the Central 
Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), a statutory body under the 
Women and Child Development Ministry. Stringent action shall be 
taken by the State Governments/Union Territories against 
agencies/individuals who are responsible for indulging in this illegal 
activity. 

 The order came after the National Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights (NCPCR), on Monday, raised the alarm on a spate of complaints 
about illegal adoption of COVID-19 orphans through private 
individuals and organisations.  

 The Commission said certain private individuals and organisations 
have been actively collecting data on these children while claiming 
that they wanted to assist families and children in adoption. 

 

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) 
 The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is 

an Indian statutory body established by an Act of Parliament, the 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.  

 The Commission works under the aegis of the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development, GoI. 

 The Commission was founded on 5 March 2007. 
 Headquarters: New Delhi, India. 
 The Commission is mandated under section 13 of CPCR Act, 2005 "to 

ensure that all Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative 
Mechanisms are in consonance with the Child Rights perspective as 
enshrined in the Constitution of India and the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child." 
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Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) 
 It is an autonomous and statutory body of the Ministry of Women 

and Child Development in the Government of India. 
 It was set up in 1990. 
 It functions as the nodal body for the adoption of Indian children and 

is mandated to monitor and regulate in-country and inter-country 
adoptions. CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with 
inter-country adoptions in accordance with the provisions of the 
1993 Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption, ratified by the 
Government of India in 2003. 

 

Environment 
The “Pran Vayu Devta Pension Scheme”, and Oxy Van (Oxygen 
Forests) 
 

 Amid the ongoing pandemic, several states including Haryana 
witnessed a crisis of medical oxygen that was needed for severely ill 
Covid-19 patients. To avoid such a deficit in the future, the Haryana 
government has come out with what it says is a “unique and first of its 
kind initiative”. 
Pran Vayu Devta Pension Scheme (PVDPS):  

 The state government has taken an initiative to honour all those trees 
which are of the age of 75 years and above and have served humanity 
throughout their life by producing oxygen, reducing pollution, 
providing shade and so on. Such trees will be identified throughout the 
state and these will be looked after by involving local people in this 
scheme”. 

 For maintenance of trees older than 75 years, a “pension amount” of 
Rs 2,500 would be given per year in the name of PVDPS. This ‘tree 
pension’ shall continue to increase every year, on lines similar to the 
Old Age Samman Pension Scheme in the state. 

 The pension shall be given by the Urban Local Bodies department for 
the upkeep of the trees, installing plates, grilles etc.” 
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Oxy Van (Oxygen Forest) 
 What the state government is calling an Oxy Van are identified pieces 

of land, on which as many as 3 crore trees would be planted. The Oxy 
Vans will occupy 10 percent of the 8 lakh hectares of land across 
Haryana. 

 The government says, “As a result of vehicular and industrial 
pollution in urban areas resulting in ‘Heat Island Effect’” and bad air 
quality; the cities, and towns urgently need Mother Earth’s green 
lungs to reduce the heat effect and improve the air quality.” 

 

Economy 
No recovery in the global jobs market from pandemic until at 
least 2023: ILO in it’s World Employment and Social Outlook: 
Trends 2021. 

 At least 220 million people are expected to remain unemployed 
globally this year, well above pre-pandemic levels, with a weak labour 
market recovery exacerbating existing inequalities, the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) said. It forecast the outlook improving to 
205 million unemployed next year - still well above the 187 million 
recorded in 2019 before the coronavirus crisis wreaked havoc. 

 According to ILO models, that equates to a global unemployment rate 
of 6.3% this year, falling to 5.7% next year but still up on the pre-
pandemic rate of 5.4% in 2019. 

 Women, young people and the 2 billion people working in informal 
sectors have been hardest hit, with 108 million more workers 
worldwide now categorized as poor or extremely poor compared to 
2019, it said. 

 

World employment and social outlook report 
 This ILO flagship report explores how the contemporary platform 

economy is transforming the way work is organized, analyzing the 
impact of digital labour platforms on enterprises, workers and 
society as a whole. 

 The report offers a comprehensive picture of the experience of 
workers and businesses on online web-based and location-based 
platforms, drawing on surveys and interviews with some 12,000 
workers and representatives of 85 businesses around the world, in 
multiple sectors across the globe, and presents a way forward to 
ensure all platform work is decent work. 
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9/06/2021 
Polity 
President appoints former Anup Chandra Pandey as Election 
Commissioner 

 Appointed as Election Commissioner, Anup Chandra Pandey is a 
retired 1984-batch IAS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre. 

 

Election Commission of India 
 The Election Commission of India is a permanent and independent 

Constitutional body. 
 Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of 

superintendence, direction, and control of elections to parliament, 
state legislatures, the office of the president of India, and the office 
of vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission. 
Thus, the Election Commission is an all-India body in the sense that 
it is common to both the Central government and the state 
governments. 

 As per the Article 324 of the constitution, the President appoints the 
Election Commissioner who holds the office for a term of 6 years or 
until they attain 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 

Polity 
Education Ministry lays down norms for content for disabled 
children 

 The Education Ministry has laid down new guidelines for producing 
digital education resources for children with disabilities, after a 
year in which the COVID-driven shift to online education has 
spotlighted the lacunae in such resources. 

 The guidelines are based on four guiding principles, stipulating that 
all resources must be perceivable, operable, understandable and 
robust for disabled students. 

 They recommend that all textbooks be made digitally accessible in a 
phased manner, so that they are available in multiple formats such as 
text, audio, video and sign language with turn-on and turn-off features. 

 The guidelines do include an implementation roadmap. The next steps 
are the nomination of an expert technical team to update the DIKSHA 
platform, followed by training and development of prototypes of the 
accessible digital textbooks. 
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DIKSHA platform 

 Digital Infrastructure for School Education (DIKSHA) is an e-learning 
initiative of the National Council of Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT) under the aegis of the Ministry of Education, Government of 
India. 

 It offers textbooks for students of different boards and languages, and 
training modules for teachers on subjects that go beyond the 
curriculum, such as mental well-being and inclusive classrooms free of 
cost. 

 

Security 
Crackdown on illegal medical trade 
 

 More than 1.10 lakh web links, including websites and online 
marketplaces, have been taken down in an operation against the sale 
of fake and illicit medicines and medical products. 

 Code-named “Operation Pangea XIV”, the exercise involving the 
police, customs and health regulatory authorities of 92 countries  was 
coordinated by Interpol. 

 The operation resulted in the huge number of links being closed down 
or removed, the largest since the first “Operation Pangea” conducted 
in 2008. 

 

Interpol 
 The International Criminal Police Organization, commonly known as 

INTERPOL is an international organization that facilitates 
worldwide police cooperation and crime control. 

 Headquarters - Lyon, France.   
 Members - 194 member countries. 
 CBI is representing India in Interpol 
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Polity 
Rengma Nagas demand autonomous council 
 

 
 The Rengma Nagas in Assam have written to the Union Home Minister 

demanding an autonomous district council amid a decision by the 
Central and the State governments to upgrade the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) into a territorial council. The Rengma 
Naga Peoples’ Council also gave the following substantial reasons: 

 The Rengma Naga Peoples’ Council (RNPC), a registered body, said in 
the memorandum that the Rengmas were the first tribal people in 
Assam to have encountered the British in 1839, but the existing 
Rengma Hills was eliminated from the political map of the State and 
replaced with that of Mikir Hills (now Karbi Anglong) in 1951. 

 The petition also said that the Rengma Hills was partitioned in 1963 
between Assam and Nagaland at the time of creation of Nagaland State 
and the Karbis, who were known as Mikirs till 1976, were the 
indigeneous tribal people of Mikir Hills. 

 

The Autonomous District Council 
 The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India allows for the formation 

of autonomous administrative divisions which have been given 
autonomy within their respective states. 

 Presently, 10 Autonomous Councils in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram and 
Tripura are formed by virtue of the Sixth Schedule with the rest being 
formed as a result of other legislation. 
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India elected to UN Economic & Social Council for 2022-24 
 The ECOSOC is at the centre of the UN development system and brings 

together people and issues to promote collective action for a 
sustainable world. India was elected in the Asia-Pacific States category 
along with Afghanistan, Kazakhstan and Oman in the elections held. 

 

United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
 The United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is one of 

the six principal organs of the United Nations, responsible for 
coordinating the economic and social fields of the organization. 

 Headquarters: New York, United States , Geneva. 
 Members: The Council consists of 54 Member States, which are 

elected yearly by the General Assembly for overlapping three-year 
terms. Seats on the Council are allocated ensuring equitable 
geographic rotation among the United Nations regional groups, with 
14 being allocated to the African Group, 11 to the Asia-Pacific Group, 
6 to the Eastern European Group, 10 to the Latin American and 
Caribbean Group and 13 to the Western European and Others Group. 

 ECOSOC serves as the central forum for discussing international 
economic and social issues and formulating policy recommendations 
addressed to member states and the United Nations system. 
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Economy 
World Bank approves $500-million program to support the 
MSMEs in India 

 The MSME sector is the backbone of India's economy, contributing 
30% of India’s GDP and 4% of exports hence in order to increase 
liquidity access for viable small businesses impacted by COVID-19 the 
World Bank has approved the programme. 

 The $500 million Raising and Accelerating Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprise (MSME) Performance (RAMP) Program is the World Bank’s 
second intervention in this sector, the first being the $750 million 
MSME Emergency Response Program, approved in July 2020 to 
address the immediate liquidity and credit needs of millions of viable 
MSMEs severely impacted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The RAMP program will intensify efforts to support firms to return to 
pre-crisis production and employment levels, while laying the 
foundations for longer-term productivity-driven growth and 
generation of much-needed jobs in the MSME sector. 

 It will support the Government of India’s efforts to increase MSME 
productivity and financing in the economic recovery phase, crowd in 
private sector financing in the medium term, and tackle long-standing 
financial sector issues that are holding back the growth of the MSME 
sector. 
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Economy 
El Salvador becomes first country to adopt Bitcoin as legal 
tender 

 This move is expected to bring financial inclusion, investment, 
tourism, innovation and economic development for the country. 

 The U.S. dollar is the country's official currency and El Salvador's 
economy depends heavily on money sent back from abroad. According 
to World Bank data, these so-called remittances to the country made 
up nearly $6 billion — or almost 20% of its gross domestic product in 
2019. A huge chunk of that remittance is lost to intermediaries who 
take a cut of the financial transactions in dollars. Instead Bitcoin could 
be the fastest growing way to transfer the dollars in remittances. 

 Bitcoin could also improve financial inclusion and access to wealth in 
a desperately poor nation. 

 

Bitcoin 
 It is the first blockchain-based cryptocurrency, which still remains 

the most popular and most valuable. 
 Bitcoin was launched in 2009 by an individual or group known by 

the pseudonym "Satoshi Nakamoto''. 
 A cryptocurrency is a digital or virtual currency that is secured by 

cryptography, which makes it nearly impossible to counterfeit or 
double-spend. 

  Many cryptocurrencies are decentralized networks based on 
blockchain technology—a distributed ledger enforced by a disparate 
network of computers.  

 A defining feature of cryptocurrencies is that they are generally not 
issued by any central authority, rendering them theoretically 
immune to government interference or manipulation. 
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Bengaluru doctor awarded MBE in United Kingdom 
 

 
 

 The award will be handed over to him by the Queen of England in 
recognition of his work in fighting Covid as the Incident Director of 
Public Health Wales. 

 His areas of medical expertise include control of communicable 
diseases, vaccine-preventable diseases, research and development, 
among many others. 

 

The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire  
 It is a British order of chivalry, rewarding contributions to the arts 

and sciences, work with charitable and welfare organisations, and 
public service outside the civil service. 

 It was established on 4 June 1917 by King George V. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dr Ananda Giri Shankar, a public 
health doctor hailing from 
Bengaluru and working in the 
United Kingdom, has been awarded 
an honorary Membership of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (MBE). 
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10/06/2021 
Economy 
Centre announces hike in MSP for paddy, pulses, oilseeds 
 

 The Central government has hiked the minimum support price (MSP) 
for common paddy for the coming kharif season, close to 4% higher 
than last year’s price. 

 The decision was taken by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs. 
 In order to encourage crop diversification, there were slightly higher 

increases in the MSP for pulses, oilseeds and coarse cereals. 
 The higher rate of returns being promised for urad, tur and oilseeds 

was a deliberate policy move. “This differential remuneration is aimed 
at encouraging crop diversification,” an official statement said. 

 Concerted efforts were made over the last few years to realign the 
MSPs in favour of oilseeds, pulses and coarse cereals to encourage 
farmers shift to larger areas under these crops and adopt best 
technologies and farm practices, to correct demand - supply 
imbalance. 

 The added focus on nutri-rich nutri-cereals is to incentivise its 
production in the areas where rice-wheat cannot be grown without 
long term adverse implications for groundwater table. 

 

Minimum Support Price 
 The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from 

farmers, and is based on a calculation of at least one-and-a-half times 
the cost of production incurred by the farmers. 

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by 
the Government of India to insure agricultural producers against any 
sharp fall in farm prices. 

 MSP is fixed by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
on the recommendations of the Commission for Agricultural Costs 
and Prices (CACP) based on cost of production, demand, supply, 
price fluctuations, market price trends, different costs,international 
market prices and Agricultural wage rate. 
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Environment 
Dihing Patkai is Assam’s 7th National Park 
 

 The 234.26-sq. km Dihing Patkai is present in the eastern Assam’s 
Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts. 

 It is a major elephant habitat and 310 species of butterflies have been 
recorded there.  

 The park has 47 species each of reptiles and mammals, including the 
tiger and clouded leopard. 

 Short stretches of the Dirak and Burhi Dihing rivers have been 
included in the park. 

 Assam now has the third most National Parks after the 12 in 
Madhya Pradesh and 9 in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 The other six National Parks in the State are Kaziranga, Manas, Nameri, 
Orang, Dibru-Saikhowa, Raimona 

 Kaziranga and Manas are UNESCO World Heritage Sites. They are also 
tiger reserves along with Nameri and Orang. 

 

National park 
 National Park is declared under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 by 

Notification of State Government. 
 The sections 18 to 34 of the Indian Constitution deal with 

Sanctuaries, section 35 deals with National Parks and section 38 
empowers the Central Government to declare areas as Sanctuaries 
or National Parks 

 Section- 35- empowers the State govt to declare National Park. 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

Environment 
Green economy and mobility key aspects of draft 2041 master 
plan 

 A dedicated Green Development Area (GDA) for incentivising large-
scale implementation of green economies, transit-oriented 
development aligned with mass transit, multi-modal integration and 
facilitation of first and last mile connectivity are some of the key 
aspects of the draft Master Plan for Delhi (MPD) 2041. 

 The plan was placed in the public domain while inviting suggestions 
and objections from stakeholders. 

 
 Addressing pollution and climate change by promoting clean 

economic activities and minimising vehicular pollution by creating 
multimodal hubs and encouraging green mobility are some of the 
aspects the MPD-2041 concentrates on.  

 Affordable housing and in-situ rehabilitation of those living in slums 
were other key aspects outlined by the MPD-2041 and the draft 
document said that in unauthorised colonies “settlement level 
improvements” are required to make all parts of the settlement 
accessible for emergency vehicles like ambulances and fire tenders. 

 Improved connectivity and transport infrastructure, shift from private 
to shared mobility and making the Capital “walkable and cyclable” are 
other key aspects mentioned in the MPD-2041. 

 “A Comprehensive Mobility Plan (CMP) shall be prepared for Delhi to 
achieve systematic integration across all levels and modes of urban 
transport,” the draft MPD-2041 stated. 
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Environment 

CESL and Ladakh inks pact to make the Union Territory 
carbon neutral 

 Wholly owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL), Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL) has inked a pact 
with the Administration of Union Territory (UT) of Ladakh, in a bid to 
make it clean and green. Under the MoU, various clean energy and 
energy efficiency programs will be implemented. 

 Beginning with a pilot in the Zanskar valley area, CESL will take up 
solar mini and microgrid solutions, energy-efficient lighting, energy 
storage-based solutions, efficient cooking stoves, and electric mobility 
solutions in the UT. 

 CESL will build the Electric Vehicle (EV) ecosystem for the UT, focusing 
on EV charging infrastructure which will utilize renewable sources of 
power, and electric vehicles (EVs) that are being tested for high 
altitudes. 

 

Health 
Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan launched in 112 
aspirational districts 

 NITI Aayog and Piramal Foundation launched the ‘Surakshit Hum 
Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan’ in 112 aspirational districts to assist the 
district administrations in providing home-care support to Covid-19 
patients who are asymptomatic or have mild symptoms. 

 NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant, during the launch of the campaign, said, 
“Surakshit Hum Surakshit Tum Abhiyaan is a significant initiative that 
responds to immediate needs and will provide long-term support to 
India’s poorest communities in the Aspirational Districts by 
addressing the lasting impact of Covid-19.” 

 

Aspirational Districts Programme 
 The Government of India has launched the ‘Transformation of 

Aspirational Districts’ initiative in January, 2018 with a vision of a 
New India by 2022 where the focus is to improve India's ranking 
under Human Development Index, raising living standards of its 
citizens and ensuring inclusive growth of all. 

 A total of 117 Aspirational districts have been identified by NITI 
Aayog based upon composite indicators from Health & Nutrition, 
Education, Agriculture & Water Resources, Financial Inclusion and 
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Skill Development and Basic Infrastructure which have an impact on 
Human development Index. 

 Health Atlas: A “Health Atlas” as a diagnostic tool, developed by 
MoHFW, was launched by the Hon’ble Prime minister on 14th April 
2018 from Bijapur in Chhattisgarh under this programme. 

 E-Mitra (Mobile Integrated Toolkit RMNCH+A): This app offers one 
stop solution to access RMNCH+A related statistics from different 
sources like SRS, NFHS, DLHS, AHS, HMIS and was also launched by 
MoHFW on 22nd October, 2018 at New Delhi. 

 

Security 
India, Thailand Naval Exercise 

 The navies of India and Thailand kicked off their three-day, bi-
annually India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) in 
the Andaman Sea on June 9.  

 The 31st edition of the joint exercise comes in the backdrop of China’s 
expanding presence in the Indian Ocean region. The Indian Navy, too, 
has in recent times been gradually expanding its presence in the 
Indian Ocean Region. 

 The Indo-Thai CORPAT, which began in 2005, serves to reinforce 
maritime links between Thailand and India and forge strong bonds of 
friendship between the two navies, besides helping consolidate 
interoperability.  

 In addition, the CORPAT ensures an exchange of information 
pertaining to the prevention of smuggling, illegal immigration and in 
the conduct of search and rescue operations at sea, thereby enhancing 
the operational synergies. 

 The Indo-Thai CORPAT aims to keep this vital part of the Indian Ocean 
safe and secure for international trade and facilitates institution of 
measures to prevent and suppress unlawful activities like illegal 
unreported unregulated (IUU) fishing, drug trafficking, maritime 
terrorism, armed robbery and piracy.” 

 In sync with the government’s vision of SAGAR (Security And Growth 
for All in the Region), the Indian Navy has been proactively engaging 
with countries in the Indian Ocean Region towards enhancing regional 
maritime security. “This has been through bilateral and multilateral 
exercises, coordinated patrols, joint EEZ surveillance, and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief operations,”. 
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Environment 
New plant species from coffee family spotted in Vagamon 
 

 
 A new plant species belonging to the coffee family spotted in the scenic 

Vagamon hills in Kerala. 
 It has been named Argostemma quarantena to commemorate the 

millions who have died in the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 A delicate herbaceous species from the family Rubiaceae, Argostemma 

quarantena was discovered along quick-flowing streams in an isolated 
evergreen patch along the Idukki-Kottayam border. 

 The species has been classified Data Deficient (DD) under IUCN 
standards as extensive field surveys are required to assign an 
appropriate category. 

 

State news 
KSRTC to implement AI in buses for passenger safety 
 

 A major project of using Artificial Intelligence in state transport 
corporation buses for passengers' safety and to avoid accidents will be 
implemented, Deputy Chief Minister Laxman Savadi said. 

 The Collegian Warning System (CWS) and Driver Drowsiness System 
(DDS) are the two types of technologies that would be put in place. 
While the CWS would give forward-looking collision warning, lane 
departure warning and virtual bumper and other alerts, the DDS 
would prevent drivers from sleeping. 

 In addition, these technologies can transmit information to the control 
room, keeping the driver alert and avoiding accidents and disasters. 
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Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 Artificial intelligence (AI) refers to the simulation of human intelligence 

in machines that are programmed to think like humans and mimic their 
actions. 

 The ideal characteristic of artificial intelligence is its ability to 
rationalize and take actions that have the best chance of achieving a 
specific goal.  

 

             

 

State news 
Educationist M I Savadatti no more 

 

 
 

 He also served as a member of KLE Technological University (KLETU) 
board of governors. 

 He was instrumental in establishing an advanced laser laboratory at 
the KUD physics department 

 Educationist and former vice-chancellor of 
Mangalore University Prof M I Savadatti 
(89) breathed his last in Dharwad on 9th 
june. 

 He is a recipient of several awards, including 
the Karnataka Rajyotsava Award and Sir M 
Visvesvaraya Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 He was a member of the University Grants 
Commission (UGC), and the founder vice-
chairman of Karnataka State Higher 
Education Council. 
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11/06/21 
Polity 
EC can act against criminalisation of politics: experts 
 

 A webinar on the implementation of the Supreme Court’s February 
2020 directions to political parties on publicising criminal antecedents 
of candidates was held. 

 During which Legal and political experts said the Election Commission 
could do more to stop the criminalisation of politics. 

 Former Supreme Court judge, Justice Madan B. Lokur said with the 
assumption that political parties would not cooperate, the EC and the 
judiciary would have to play their parts. He said the EC had “vast 
powers”, including under Article 324 of the Constitution. 

 The role of the judiciary is also important as cases remain pending for 
years and that it is the judiciary’s responsibility to decide the cases 
expeditiously. 

 It was. Also opined that the Representation of the People Act, 1951, the 
Indian Penal Code and other provisions were available to eliminate the 
criminalisation of politics. 
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The Election Commission of India  
 It is a permanent and independent body established by the 

Constitution of India. 
 Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the power of 

superintendence, direction, and control of elections to parliament, 
state legislatures, the office of the president of India, and the office 
of vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission. 

 At present it is a 3 membered body with CEC as its chairman. 
 

 

S&T 
CHIME telescope yields unprecedented results 
 

 
 Scientists with the Canadian Hydrogen Intensity Mapping Experiment 

(CHIME) Collaboration, who include researchers at the Pune-based 
Tata Institute for Fundamental Research (TIFR) and the National 
Centre for Radio Astrophysics (NCRA), have assembled the largest 
collection of fast radio bursts (FRBs) in the telescope’s first FRB 
catalogue. 

 

Fast radio bursts (FRBs) 
 FRBs are oddly bright flashes of light, registering in the radio band 

of the electromagnetic spectrum, which blaze for a few milliseconds 
before vanishing without a trace.  

 These brief and mysterious beacons have been spotted in various 
and distant parts of the universe, as well as in our own galaxy.  

 Their origins are unknown and their appearance is highly 
unpredictable. 
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 Catching sight of an FRB is considered a rare thing in the field of radio 
astronomy, prior to the CHIME project, radio astronomers had only 
caught sight of around 140 bursts in their scope since the first FRB was 
spotted in 2007. 

 But the advent of the CHIME project — a large stationary radio 
telescope in British Columbia, Canada — has been a game-changer and 
has nearly quadrupled the number of fast radio bursts discovered to 
date. 

 With more observations, astronomers hope soon to pin down the 
extreme origins of these curiously bright signals. 

 The telescope has detected a whopping 535 new fast radio bursts in 
its first year of operation itself, between 2018 and 2019. 

 With the help of CHIME, scientists can observe a large swathe of the 
sky round the clock and were able to detect FRBs at an unprecedented 
rate. We could gather the first large sample of FRBs with a single 
instrument and a single, well-understood selection criteria which is 
allowing them to get a far better understanding of the properties of the 
FRBs as a population. 

 For instance, the newly discovered bursts appear to fall in two distinct 
classes: those that repeat, and those that don’t. Scientists have 
identified 18 FRB sources that burst repeatedly, while the rest appear 
to be one-offs.  

 The repeaters looked different, with each burst lasting slightly longer 
and emitting more focused radio frequencies than bursts from single, 
non-repeating FRB and the repeaters emit bursts of longer duration 
with the radiation being detected in a narrower range of frequencies 
compared to the one-off FRBs. These differences strongly suggest that 
emission from repeaters and non-repeaters is generated either by 
different physical mechanisms or in different astrophysical 
environments. 

 From the FRBs that CHIME was able to detect, the scientists calculated 
that bright fast radio bursts occur at a rate of about 800 per day across 
the entire sky. 

 The first FRB catalogue is to be presented later this week at the 
American Astronomical Society Meeting. 
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Polity 
Nagaland to form panel to pursue Naga issue with Centre 
 

 The Nagaland government has decided to institute a committee 
comprising Opposition leaders to pursue the lingering Naga peace 
agreement and the Naga political issue with the Centre. 

 The Naga talks have hit the deadlock since early 2020. National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland-(Isak Muivah) (NSCN-IM) leader T. 
Muivah has refused to hold any dialogue with interlocutor and 
Nagaland Governor R.N Ravi. 

 Following the failure of the breakdown of communication between the 
two, Union Home Minister Amit Shah deputed a team of Intelligence 
Bureau officials to continue the discussions with the NSCN-IM. It was 
Mr. Ravi who signed a framework agreement with the NSCN-IM on 
behalf of the Centre on August 3, 2015, in the presence of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 

 In 2017, Mr. Ravi included more Naga groups in the dialogue process 
and signed a preamble with the seven Naga National Political Groups 
(NNPG). 

 The NSCN-IM has been demanding a separate constitution and flag for 
the Nagas and the assimilation of all Naga inhabited areas in Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. The talks with the Centre have 
continued for more than 23 years. 
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Social issue 
Dr B. R. Ambedkar Bhawan of NIEPID Secunderabad  
inaugurated 

 The Union Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri 
Thaawarchand Gehlot virtually inaugurated Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 
Bhawan (Hostel Building) of NIEPID Secunderabad. 

 

National Institute for the empowerment of persons with intellectual 
disabilities  (NIEPID) 

 It is an autonomous organization functioning under the aegis of 
Indian Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 It was established in the year 1984 at Manovikasnagar, 
Secunderabad. 

 It is dedicated to providing quality services to Persons with 
Intellectual Disabilities (Divyangjan) in the National interest. 

 It empowers the Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (Divyangjan) 
to access the state of the art rehabilitation intervention viz., 
educational, therapeutic, vocational, employment, leisure and social 
activities, sports, cultural programmes and full participation. 

 

 

Social. Issue 
“Child Labour: Global estimates 2020, trends and the road 
forward” by ILO and UNICEF 

 This global estimate indicate that the number of children in child 
labour has risen to 160 million worldwide – an increase of 8.4 million 
children in the last four years. 63 million girls and 97 million boys 
were in child labour globally at the beginning of 2020, accounting for 
almost 1 in 10 of all children worldwide. 
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 The number of children aged 5 to 17 years in hazardous work – 
defined as work that is likely to harm their health, safety or morals – 
has risen by 6.5 million to 79 million since 2016. 

 In sub-Saharan Africa, population growth, extreme poverty, and 
inadequate social protection measures have led to an additional 16.6 
million children in child labour over the past four years. 

 72% of all the child labour occurs within families, primarily on family 
farms or in family micro enterprises. 

 The report warns that globally 9 million additional children are at risk 
of being pushed into child labour by the end of 2022 as a result of the 
pandemic. 

The UN has made 2021 the International Year for the Elimination of Child 
Labour, calling for urgent action: 

 Adequate social protection for all, including universal child benefits 
 Increased spending on quality education and getting all children back 

to school, including children who were out of school before COVID-19 
 Promotion of decent work for adults, so families don't have to resort 

to children helping to generate family income 
 End to harmful gender norms and discrimination that influence child 

labour 
 Investment in child protection systems, agricultural development, 

rural public services, infrastructure and livelihoods. 
 

Social issue 
The Education Ministry releases- All India Survey on Higher 
Education (AISHE) Report 2019-20. 

 Student enrolment in higher education witnessed an increase of 11.4 
percent while female enrolment saw a jump of 18.2 percent between 
2015 and 2020, according to the All India Survey on Higher Education 
(2019-2020), approved by Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
‘Nishank’. 

 The total enrollment in higher education was 3.85 crore in 2019-2020 
as compared to 3.74 crore in 2018-2019—a growth of 11.36 lakh (3.04 
per cent). 

 The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER), the percentage of students 
belonging to the eligible age group enrolled in higher education, was 
27.1 per cent in 2019-2020 against 26.3 per cent in 2018-19 and 24.3 
per cent in 2014-2015. 

 The Gender Parity Index (GPI) in higher education in 2019-2020 was 
1.01 against 1.00 in 2018-19, indicating an improvement in the 
relative access to higher education for females of the eligible age group 
compared to males, according to the report. 
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 Pupil Teacher Ratio in Higher Education in 2019-20 is 26. Universities: 
1,043(2%); Colleges: 42,343(77%) and stand-alone institutions: 
11,779(21%). 

 Number of students pursuing a PhD in 2019-20 is 2.03 lakh against 
1.17 lakh in 2014-15. 

 Number of teachers stands at 15,03,156 comprising 57.5% male and 
42.5% female. 

 The survey, released by Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank, also revealed that 1,043 universities, 42,343 colleges and 
11,779 standalone institutions are listed on the AISHE portal. 

 The survey noted that only 2.7% of the colleges offer PhD programmes 
and 35.04% of colleges run postgraduate (PG) level courses. 

 
Redevelopment of Mumbai's iconic CSMT station 

 Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation Limited (IRSDC) 
has shortlisted nine bidders for the redevelopment of Mumbai's 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus Railway Station (CSMT). 

 CSMT railway station redevelopment is one of the most ambitious 
projects and IRSDC is committed to transform the CSMT railway 
station into a state of the art transport hub. 

 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus  
 It is a historic terminal train station and UNESCO World Heritage Site 

in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. 

 
 The terminus was designed by British born architectural engineer 

Frederick William Stevens from an initial design by Axel Haig, in an 
exuberant Italian Gothic style. 

 The terminus is the headquarters of India's Central Railway. 
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State news 
Anti-cow slaughter Act: No coercive action on transporters, 
state tells HC 

 The Karnataka government informed the High Court that no coercive 
action has been taken against the transportation of cattle under the 
Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act 
2020. 

 Advocate General (AG) Prabhuling K Navadgi was responding to 
concerns raised by the counsel for the petitioners that coercive action 
was initiated in spite of the interim directions by the court in regard 
to the transportation of cattle. 

 

The Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act 
2020 

 Slaughter of cattle will lead to imprisonment of up to 3 to 7 years and 
a fine ranging from Rs 50,000 to Rs 5 lakh. Subsequent offences will 
attract imprisonment of up to 7 years and a fine from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 
10 lakh. It also offers legal protection for "persons acting in good 
faith". 

 A person wanting to transport cattle has to obtain a transport 
certificate, determining the fitness of the animal, the cattle 
ownership document and veterinary first-aid equipment. 

 If a person wants to transport dead cattle, the consignment should 
carry a post-mortem report, the origin and the destination place.  

 Also each consignment should have a label in bold letters carrying 
the name, address and telephone number of the consignor and the 
consignee among other details. 

 Cattle transport between 8 pm and 6 am and during summer (March 
to May) between 11 am to 3 pm is banned. 

 

 

Karnataka launches mobile app for direct benefit transfers 
 

 Karnataka Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa unveiled a mobile app for 
direct benefit transfers (DBT) to help beneficiaries check if their bank 
account is seeded with Aadhaar, and keep track of money they get 
from the government under various schemes. 

 The app, which is available on the Android platform, will help the 
government push for more Aadhaar-based Payment System (ABPS) 
transactions. 
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 The app will help users know which bank account of theirs is seeded 
with Aadhaar and how much money they have received under 
different welfare schemes. 

 In August 2018, the government made Aadhaar the basis for all 
beneficiary payments or direct benefit transfers. There are about 120 
schemes under which approximately Rs 12,000 crore have been 
disbursed in the last two years, the statement said. 

 All Covid-19 relief packages in the first and second waves of the 
pandemic have been disbursed through the DBT platform. 

 

12/06/21 
International Relations 
G-7 plans 1 billion extra Covid-19 shots by 2022 
 

 
 

 The Group of Seven leaders are set to vow to deliver at least 1 billion 
extra doses of vaccines over the next year to help cover 80% of the 
world’s adult population. 

 summit of leaders in Cornwall, southwestern England. 
 The US government will buy about 200 million doses this year to 

distribute through Covax, the World Health Organization-backed 
initiative aimed at securing an equitable global distribution of the 
vaccine, and about 300 million doses in the first half of next year. 

 The vaccines will go to 92 lower-income countries and the African 
Union. 
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Other highlights 
 G-7 to pledge to better tackle forced labor in global supply chains, 

including in the solar and garment sectors and involving state-
sponsored forced labor of minorities. 

 Calls for a fresh, transparent, WHO-convened study into the origins of 
the coronavirus. 

 There is a call for Russia to hold to account groups within its borders 
who conduct ransomware attacks, use virtual currencies to launder 
ransoms, and carry out other cybercrimes. 

 The group welcomes the recent talks toward a full resumption of the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal, while condemning its use of proxy forces and 
non-state armed actors. 

 A commitment to end unnecessary trade restrictions on vaccine 
exports. 

 There is a commitment to accelerating the shift to zero-emission 
vehicles. G-7 recognizes the potential of carbon markets and carbon 
pricing to drive emission reductions. 

 

Group of Seven 
 The Group of Seven (G7) is an informal group consisting of Canada, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United 
States. 

 It was formed on 25th March 1973. 
 The heads of government of the member states, as well as the 

representatives of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit. 
 The G7 has no legal existence, permanent secretariat or official 

members.  
 It also has no binding impact on policy and all decisions and 

commitments made at G7 meetings need to be ratified independently 
by governing bodies of member states. 

 The G7 represents around 58% of the global net wealth, more than 46% 
of the global gross domestic product (GDP) based on nominal values, 
and more than 32% of the global GDP based on purchasing power 
parity.  
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International Relations 
Biden, Johnson seek to sign ‘new Atlantic Charter’ 
 

 US President Joe Biden began his eight-day long European tour by 
signing a “New Atlantic Charter” with the British Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, that reaffirms Anglo-American faith in democratic values. 

 The charter promises to work closely with all democratic partners in 
resolving contemporary global problems. 

 The Biden-Johnson declaration is a reprise of the Atlantic Charter 
signed by two of their war-time predecessors, President Franklin 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill, in early August 
1941. Eighty years ago, the Atlantic Charter provided the basis for the 
construction of a new global order after the Second World War. 

 The New Atlantic Charter is based on the conviction that the West 
needs to reboot itself to cope with the rise of authoritarian powers like 
China, the devastating Covid-19 pandemic, and the expansive threat of 
climate change. The new charter also pledges to “defend the principles, 
values, and institutions of democracy and open societies.” 

 

Environment 
Maharashtra govt. clears action plan to protect heritage trees 
 

 The Maharashtra Cabinet passed an action plan to protect and 
preserve trees older than 50 years in urban areas by terming them 
heritage trees. 

 This was done by bringing amendments in the Maharashtra (Urban 
Area) Protection and Preservation of Trees Act, 1975.  
Amendments include: 

 The plan includes the concept of heritage tree and plan of action for 
conservation; method to define age of the tree; compensatory 
plantation; rules to be followed before hacking trees; formation of the 
Maharashtra Tree Authority; structure of the local tree authority and 
their duties; tree census; fixing land of tree plantation; transplantation 
of trees; and tree cess and fine to be charged. 

 Compensatory plantation will include planting the number of trees 
equivalent to the age of trees to be cut. The saplings need to be six to 
eight feet in height while planting and they will undergo geo-tagging 
with seven years of caring period. The option of monetary 
compensation has also been given, instead of compensatory 
plantation. 
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 A State-level Tree Authority will be formed to protect and preserve 
heritage trees.  

o The authority will hear applications seeking permission to cut 
200 or more trees that are five or more years old. The local tree 
authorities will come under this body.  

o Tree experts will be part of the local tree authorities. These 
bodies will ensure that the tree census is conducted after every 
five years.  

o They will also be in charge of counting heritage trees, ensuring 
their preservation, keeping tabs on tree plantation, pruning and 
caring of trees, and ensuring that 33% of government land is 
used for tree plantation. 

 It proposes common land for plantation to be reserved and scientific 
methods like Miyawaki plantation should be followed. 

 The fine amount cannot be more than ₹1 lakh per tree in case of 
violations. The State authority will issue directions for the use of tree 
cess.  

 

Health 
Delta variant 60% more transmissible than Alpha, reduces 
vaccine efficacy: UK Study 

 The Delta variant, which was upgraded from variant of interest to 
variant of concern by the World Health Organization, is said to be the 
reason behind the surge during the second wave of the pandemic. 

 The Delta variant of Covid-19 which was first detected in India is 60% 
more transmissible than the Alpha variant, which was first detected in 
the United Kingdom’s Kent, Public Health England (PHE) said in a 
report. 

 The regional estimates for doubling rate of infection for the Delta is 
also relatively high, with doubling time ranging from 4.5 days to 11.5 
days. Doubling rate is a concept borrowed from the world of finance, 
which simply means the time taken for the number of infections to 
double. 

 The Delta or B1.617.2 variant of concern (VOC) also reduces the 
efficacy of vaccines compared to its predecessor, with it affecting the 
individuals who have just been inoculated with the first dose. 
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Environment 
Odisha forest department announces cash reward for  
rescuing gharials 
 

 
 The division will also provide compensation to fishermen, whose 

fishing nets are destroyed by gharials. 
 The announcement of the cash award is an effort to conserve the 

gharials in the Mahanadi river basin. 
 The population of gharials in the area was on a decline over the last 

few years and had reduced to just eight in January 2021. It spiked to 
36 when 28 gharials were born last month in the Satkosia gorge of 
Mahanadi at Tikarpada, Angul district. 

  

 

Gharials 
 The gharial (Gavialis gangeticus), the fish-eating crocodile, is the 

longest of all living crocodilians. 
 They have a distinct boss at the end of the snout, which resembles an 

earthenware pot known as a ghara, hence the name "gharial".  
 The gharial is well adapted to catching fish because of its long, thin 

snout and 110 sharp, interlocking teeth. 
 The gharial is listed in schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972  
 Declared critically endangered-  by the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature Red List of Threatened Species. 
 

The Mahanadi 
Wildlife Division in 
Odisha announced a 
cash reward of Rs 
1,000 for rescuing 
gharials, a critically 
endangered crocodile 

species, and 
informing wildlife 

personnel.  

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

Threats to gharials 
 Their habitat is threatened because of human encroachment and fishing 

activities. 
 They are genetically weaker than salt water crocodiles and muggers. 
 Gharials caught accidentally in fishing nets are either hacked to death 

or have their snout chopped off by fishermen. 
 Loss of habitat because of sand mining and conversion to agriculture, 

depletion of fish resources and detrimental fishing methods continue to 
threaten the population. 

 

Environment 
2 new species of Himalayan gigantic woolly flying squirrels 
discovered 
 
 

 Two gigantic woolly flying squirrel species from the high Himalayas 
were discovered last month by scientists from Australia and China. 

 Parts of the Indian Himalayas, especially around Sikkim, may be home 
to these extremely rare gliding mammals.  

 According to the Australian Museum, whose scientists were part of the 
team that discovered the new species, the woolly flying squirrels could 
be over 3-feet-long and weigh over 2.5kg. 

 For much of the 20th century, they were thought to be extinct, until it 
was rediscovered in 1994 in northern Pakistan. 

 But after a careful review of museum specimens and published 
records of Eupetaurus, scientists found that the genus occurs in three 
distinct regions in the Himalayas--northern Pakistan and north-
western India particularly Uttarakhand; south-central Tibet, 
northern Sikkim and western Bhutan; and north-western Yunnan, 
China and two gigantic woolly flying squirrel species from the high 
Himalayas were discovered. 
 

 
 
 

They have been named Tibetan 
woolly flying squirrel (Eupetaurus 
tibetensis) and Yunnan woolly 
flying squirrel (Eupetaurus 

nivamons) 
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Woolly flying squirrels (Eupetaurus cinereus)  
 It is listed as an endangered species by the international Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 
 They are threatened by habitat loss, owing to large-scale clear 

cutting of forests, particularly the destruction of high-elevation pine 
woodlands. It is also threatened to a lesser extent by the expansion 
of agriculture, small-scale logging, infrastructure development and 
human settlements. 

 

 

State news 
Kannada poet Siddalingaiah passes away at 67 

 

 
 Noted Kannada poet Siddalingaiah passes away due to Covid-19 

related ailments. Popularly known as "Dalita Kavi" (Dalit Poet), he was 
67. 

 Siddalingaiah was poet, playwright, essayist and a Dalit activist, 
known for his powerful voice against the oppression of Dalits he was 
one of the founders of the Dalita Sangharsh Samiti.  

 His poems ‘Ikkarla, Odirla’ (Bash up and kick up) achieved cult status 
at the peak of the Dalit movement in Karnataka while explaining the 
anguish of the downtrodden.  

 His notable works include Holemadigara Haadu, Nanna Janagalu 
Mattu Itara  Kavitegalu, Saaviraaru Nadigalu, Kappu Kaadina Haadu 
and Meravanige, among others. He had written plays like Panchama, 
Ekalavya, and one of his popular essays was Gramadevathegalu. 
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 Several of his works have been translated into English and other 
languages and his Ooru Keri, an autobiography, had won him the 
Sahitya Akademi Award.  

 Siddalingaiah is also a recipient of the Pampa Award, the highest 
literary award in Kannada, presented by the State government, Nadoja 
Award by Hampi University and Rajyotsava Award, among others. 

 He had also chaired the 81st Kannada Sahitya Sammelana (a premier 
gathering of Kannada literature) held in Shravanabelagola.  

 He had also served as the member of the Karnataka Legislative Council 
and Chairman of the Kannada Development Authority, a post with 
Cabinet rank, and had taught Kannada at Bangalore University. 

 
Karnataka tops in access to higher education 

 According to the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
2019-20, Bengaluru Urban with 1,009 colleges takes the top rank in 
the list of districts with the maximum number of colleges followed by 
Jaipur, which is a distant second with 606 colleges. 

 Karnataka has the maximum number of colleges — 59 per lakh of the 
population eligible for higher education and ranks third in the country 
with 4,047 colleges across the state. 

 

AISHE 
 It was established by the Ministry of HRD for conducting an annual 

web-based survey, to ascertain the status of higher education in the 
country. 

 All the major Stakeholders in Higher Education such as University 
Grants Commissions, All India Council for Technical Education, 
Medical Council of India as well as State Governments participate in 
the data collection exercise. 

 Data is collected on several parameters such as teachers, student 
enrolment, programmes, examination results, education finance, 
infrastructure, etc. 

 Indicators of educational development such as Gross Enrolment 
Ratio, Pupil Teacher Ratio, Gender Parity Index, etc. are calculated 
from the data collected through AISHE. 

 These are useful in making informed policy decisions and research 
for development of the education sector. 
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