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Indian Army inducts first batch of women soldiers in 
Military Police 
 

 Indian Army recently inducted its first batch of 83 women soldiers in 
the military police. It is the first instance where women have been 
placed in the non-officer category. 

 The Corps of Military Police- Centre & School (CMP C&S) held an 
attestation parade of the valiant women soldiers at the Dronacharya 
Parade Ground in Bengaluru. 
 

 

Black Fungus disease has been declared as ‘Notified 
Disease’ in Haryana 
 

 This means that the Government Authorities (Chief Medical 
Officer) have to be informed about each case of Black Fungus Disease 
by doctors. 

 It will help authorities to collect information about the spread of the 
disease, monitor the disease and set off early warnings. 

 Only state governments have powers to declare notified diseases since 
Health is a State subject. However, the Central Government maintains a 
list of notified diseases. 
 

 

Homen Borgohain 
 

 Eminent Assamese litterateur and journalist passed away in Guwahati 
post COVID complications. 

 He served as the editor-in-chief of Assamese daily Niyomiya Barta. 
 He was awarded Sahitya Akademi in 1978 for his novel Pita Putra but 

returned the award in 2015 as a protest against the growing 
intolerance in india. 
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COVID-19 infections being reported among the PVTGs 
 As many as 21 tribals across 8 different PVTGs in Odisha have so far 

tested positive, including from the Bonda tribe. 
 Odisha has among the largest and most diverse tribal populations in 

the country. 
 Of the 62 tribal groups residing in Odisha, 13 are recognised as PVTGs 

and the state’s share of the country’s total tribal population was 9% as 
per 2011 Census. 

 
 

Cyclone Tauktae 
 

 Cyclone ‘Tauktae’ is a very severe cyclonic storm bringing heavy 
rainfall to many parts of the western coast.        

 In view of cyclone Tauktae warning, National Disaster Response Force 
(NDRF)  has deployed 24 teams in Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

 The National Disaster Response Force is an Indian specialized force 
constituted "for the purpose of special response to a threatening 
disaster situation or disaster" under the Disaster Management Act, 
2005.  

 The "Apex Body for Disaster Management" in India is the National 
Disaster Management Authority. 
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Elephants casualties on railway line 
 

 According to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) around 186 were killed after being hit by trains across India 
between 2009-10 and 2020-21. 

 Assam accounted for the highest number of elephant casualties on 
railway tracks (62), followed by West Bengal(57), and Odisha(27). 

 A permanent committee was constituted between the Ministry of 
Railways and the MoEFCC for preventing Elephant deaths in train 
accidents. 

 Initiatives taken by the MoEFCC are clearing of vegetation along 
railway tracks to enable clear view for loco pilots, setting up 
underpass/ overpass for safe passage of elephants, regular patrolling 
of vulnerable stretches of railway tracks and others. 

 

Red-Eared Slider 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Red-eared sliders which are 
native U.S turtles are threatening 
to invade the natural water bodies 
across Northeastern India mainly in 
the Deepor Beel wildlife sanctuary 
and the Ugratara temple which 
are home to 21 of the 29 vulnerable 
native Indian species of turtles. 

 These turtles which are found in 
natural water bodies grow very 
fast, leaving nothing for the native 
species to eat. 

 The red-eared slider has already 
affected states such as Karnataka 
and Gujarat, where it has been 
found in 33 natural water bodies. 

 It is crucial to prevent this invasive 
species from overtaking 
Brahmaputra and other river 
ecosystems in the Northeast 
because the Northeast is home to 
more than 72%of the turtle and 
Tortoise species in the country. 
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‘Mice rain’ in Eastern Australia 
 

 The mice population in Australia has increased exponentially and 
these mice are causing extensive damages to the cultivated crops and 
stored food grains. This is referred to as mice rain. 

 Above all, a mouse plague is spreading across New South Wales due to 
the increase in mice population. 
 

Plague is a life-threatening infectious disease caused by rod shaped bacteria 
called Yersinia pestis. It is found in animals such as rodents. 

 

Fight between the Taliban and Afghan government 
forces resumed in the Southern Afghanistan 
 

 Ending the 3 day ceasefire agreed by the Taliban and Afghan 
government forces to mark the Eid-ul-Fitr,  the fight has resumed in 
the southern province of Helmand.  

 

What is Helmand? 
 

 Helmand is one of the 34 provinces in southern Afghanistan with 
Lashkargah as the capital. 

 Helmand is believed to be one of the world’s largest opium-producing 
regions, responsible for around 42% of the world’s total production. 

 Since the 2001 war in Afghanistan, Helmand province has been a 
hotbed of insurgent activities.  
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MARS landing by China  
 

 China landed a spacecraft on Mars carrying its first Mars rover in a big 
boost to its space ambitions. 

 China had in July 2020 launched its first Mars mission, called Tianwen-
1, meaning questions to Heaven, carrying a lander and rover. 

 Tianwen-1 had been in orbit since February,and recently, a lander 
descended successfully onto the surface of the red planet carrying a 
rover named Zhurong, named after a god of fire for a planet known in 
Chinese as the planet of fire.                   

 Only the Soviet Union and U.S had previously carried out a successful 
landing on Mars. 

 The rover will provide materials for research on the planet’s space 
environment, surface topography and soil structure. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

Doomsday Surfing 
 

 Doomsday surfing refers to the tendency to continue to surf or scroll 
through bad news, even though that news is saddening or depressing. 

 It’s in the news because many people are continuously scrolling 
through bad news about COVID-19 without being able to stop, even 
sacrificing their crucial sleep time or working hours in the process. 

 Even though it keeps us updated and helps us with mobile resources, 
it also nudges us towards an exaggerated sense of gloom and doom. 

 

Article 311 of Indian Constitution  
 

 Mumbai Police Commissioner under Article 311 (2) of the Indian 
Constitution has suspended police officer Sachin Waze without 
departmental enquiry, who was arrested by the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) in connection with the Mukesh Ambani terror scare case. 

 
 
What is Article 311? 

 Article 311 says that no government employee either of an all India 
service or a state government shall be dismissed or removed by an 
authority subordinate to the own that appointed him/her. 
 

What is 311 Section 2? 
 Section 2 of article 311 says that a civil servant cannot be removed or 

dismissed or reduced in rank unless he has been given a reasonable 
opportunity to show cause against action proposed to be taken against 
him. 

 However a person can be dismissed without departmental enquiry in 
2 cases - if a government employee is convicted in a criminal case as 
per Article 311(2) and in the second case under article 311 (2)(c), a 
government employee can be dismissed when the president or the 
governor, as the case may be, is satisfied that in the interest of the 
security of state it is not expedient to hold such an enquiry, the 
employee can be dismissed without departmental enquiry. 
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Winchcombe Meteorite 
 

 A piece of the Winchcombe meteorite touched down in the town of 
Winchcombe in Gloucestershire in the UK in February 2021. 

 It is considered to be the rare kind of carbonaceous meteorite which 
dates back to the birth of the solar system nearly 4.5 billion years ago 
and therefore examining it may offer scientists clues about the 
beginning of the solar system and may even the earth. 

 It will be displayed at the National History Museum. 
 

  What are Meteorites? 
 Meteoroids are the objects in space that range in size from dust grains 

to small asteroids. But when the meteoroids enter the earth's 
atmosphere they are called meteors. But if a meteoroid enters the 
earth's atmosphere and hits the ground, it’s called a meteorite. 

 
 
 

Cranes return to Ireland after 300 years 
 
 
                      
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The cranes were extinct in Ireland 
more than 3 centuries ago due to 
the loss of their habitat(Bogs). They 
construct a platform nest in shallow 
water. 

 Peat bog is a type of wetland that is 
mostly found in northern latitude 
countries. 

 They are the world’s tallest flying 
birds. They are four feet tall  and 
their wingspan is seven feet. 
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Elephant Seals 
 

 They are one of the most distinctive of the 33 species that comprise 
the world’s seal family and they get their name from the prominent 
noses of the males that resemble an elephant's trunk. 

 

 
 

 Scientists have conducted a study on the unique feeding behaviour of 
Northern elephant seals, focusing on the females species during the 
two-month post breeding migrations in the northeastern Pacific 
Ocean. 

 The seals were found to spend upwards of 20 hours every day- and 
sometimes a full 24 hours- in continuous deep-diving to feed on 
multitudes of small fish, rather than the larger prey favoured by other 
deep-diving marine animals, to gain the body fat essential for 
successful reproduction and insulation in the frigid depths. 
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Mission COVID Suraksha 
 

 Mission was announced under Atmanirbhar Bharat 3.0  
 Mission to develop indigenous, affordable and accessible vaccines in 

india.                     
 The Mission with end-to-end focus from preclinical development to 

manufacturing and regulatory facilitation for deployment, would 
consolidate all available and funded resources towards an accelerated 
product development. 

 In order to augment the capacity of indigenous production of Covaxin 
under the Mission, Government has provided financial support as 
grant to vaccine manufacturing facilities for enhanced production 
capacities. 

 

Zeolites  
 

 Air India has begun the first of its “zeolite cargo flights” with the 
government of india having commenced the process of importing the 
zeolite from across the world for use in medical oxygen plants. 

 
            What are zeolites? 

 Zeolites are microporous, three dimensional crystalline solid of 
aluminium silicate. They have small openings of fixed size in them 
which allow small molecules to pass through them easily but larger 
molecules cannot pass through them. 

 Zeolites are widely used as sorbets, as ion exchangers in detergents, or 
as catalysts in industrial processes, and as diverse as oil refining or 
petrochemistry and chemicals and fine chemicals. 
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SAMVEDNA 
 

 National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is 
providing psychological first-aid and emotional support to children 
affected during COVID-19 Pandemic through SAMVEDNA. 

 SAMVEDNA stands for Sensitizing Action on Mental Health 
Vulnerability through Emotional Development and Necessary 
Acceptance. 

 It’s a Toll-Free Helpline launched to provide psycho-social mental 
support for Children affected during COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Tele counselling is provided to the children under three categories: 
(i)children who are in quarantine/isolation/ COVID care centres. (ii) 
children who have COVID positive parents or family members and 
near ones. (iii) children who have lost their parents due to COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 

Indian Language Learning App Development challenge 
 

 MyGov, the citizen engagement platform of the Government of India, 
in partnership with the Department of Higher Education has launched 
an Innovation Challenge for creating an Indian Language Learning 
App. 

 The aim of this challenge is to create an app that will promote regional 
language literacy, thereby creating greater cultural understanding 
within the country. 

 The innovation challenge is open to Indian individuals, startups and 
companies. 
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Digital Transformation of Tribal Schools     
 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs and Microsoft signed a MoU on Joint 
initiative for Digital Transformation of Tribal Schools such as Eklavya 
Residential Schools(EMRS) and Ashram Schools. 

 Under this initiative, Microsoft will make AI curriculum available to 
tribal students in both English and Hindi at all tribal schools under the 
Ministry to skill educators and students in next-generation 
technologies including Artificial Intelligence. 

 In the first phase of this initiative, 250 EMRS schools have been 
adopted by Microsoft out of which 50 schools will be given intensive 
training and 500 master trainers would be trained in the first 
phase.       

 

ICMR issues advisory on Plasma Therapy 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 According to the advisory, the 
use of convalescent plasma 
has been dropped from the 
recommended treatment 
guidelines for COVID-19 
since PLACID trials 
conducted last year had 
found no significant benefit 
from the use of plasma. 

            What is Plasma therapy? 
 Plasma therapy is a medical 

procedure that uses the blood 
of a recovered patient to 
create antibodies on those 
infected individuals. 

 This treatment uses 
antibodies found in the blood 
taken from a recovered 
COVID-19 patient. It is then 
used to treat those with 
severe SARS-CoV-2 infection 
to aid recovery. 
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Subdoluseps Nilgiriensis 
 

 Researchers have discovered an Asian gracile skink species from 
Western Ghats. It’s named Subdoluseps Nilgiriensis. 

 This species is only the third skink species discovered from mainland 
India in the last millennium. 

 
            What are Skinks? 

                      
 
 

 Skinks are non-venomous and resemble snakes because of the 
inconspicuous limbs and the way they move on land. 

 It’s considered a vulnerable species.  
 

 

Uttar Pradesh Sunni Waqf Board    
       

 U.P Sunni Waqf Board recently condemned the demolition of a mosque 
in Barabanki, UP and demanded its restoration. 

 The UP Sunni Waqf Board is a body constituted under The Wakf Act of 
1954. 

 It manages the affairs the affairs of Sunni Muslim Waqf properties, 
waqf institutions and the marriage records of the Sunni Muslim 
community of UP. 

 It has been a main Muslim Litigant in the Babri Masjid- Ram 
Janmabhoomi title dispute. 
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Climate change impact on oldest rock paintings 
 

 Scientists have warned that environmental degradation is killing one 
of the oldest and most precious pieces of the world’s human heritage.  

 Pleistocene-era rock paintings located at Cave sites in Maros-Pangkep 
region, Southern Sulawesi, Indonesia dating back to 45,000-20,000 
years ago are weathering at an alarming rate. The artwork includes 
what is believed to be the world’s oldest hand stencil created by 
pressing the hand on a cave wall, and spraying wet red-mulberry 
pigments over it. 

 A nearby cave features the world’s oldest depiction of an animal, a 
warty pig painted on the wall 45,500 years ago. 

 The cave art of Sulawesi is much older than the prehistoric cave art of 
Europe. 
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Colombo Port City      
       

              
 

 A Chinese-funded tax-free enclave billed as Sri Lanka’s answer to 
Dubai and Singapore cleared the final legal hurdle as the Supreme 
Court in Colombo ruled it could go ahead with only minor tweaks.  

 It’s the largest single foreign investment in SriLanka which is one of 
the several massive Asian infrastructure projects funded by China as 
Beijing increases its regional footprint. 

 Due to its proximity to Colombo’s main harbour it is named as 
“Colombo Port City”. 

 The port city will be administered by a commission with 
unprecedented powers to fastrack investment approvals. All 
transactions within the port city will be denominated in foreign 
currency and all salaries earned by any worker will be tax-exempt. 

 
 

W.H.O to Unveil a new Naming System for Coronavirus 
Variants        

 This is an initiative similar to how hurricanes are labelled and aims to 
remove stigma. It will also be easier for the common man to remember 
rather than these complicated lineage numbers which are a 
combination of letters and names. 

 However, because virus names and their associated diseases have 
frequently been named after the originating places, such as the West 
Nile virus or Ebola, it would lead to stigmatization of the place. 

 The dilemma of having names that don't stigmatise places but also are 
amenable to popular use has to an extent been resolved by the system 
of naming hurricane, or tropical cyclones where in the world 
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Meteorological Organisation leaves it to countries that surround a 
particular ocean basin to come up with names. 

 

Retrospective Tax 
 

 British Oil company Cairn Energy Plc is suing Air India in New York to 
seize its assets to enforce the $1.2 billion arbitration award it won 
against the Indian government in a retrospective tax dispute. 
 

            What is Retrospective Tax? 
 It means to pay the tax for goods and services purchased in the past or 

income earned in the past. 
 India had retrospectively amended its taxation laws through the 

Finance Act of 2012, permitting tax authorities to reopen and/or 
investigate transactions from 2006 for evasion of capital gains tax. 

 

 
Wholesale Price Index, WPI of April 2021 
 

 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
recently released Wholesale Price in India for the month of April 2021. 
The WPI for the month of April 2021 stood at 128.1.  

 The base year in calculating WPI is fixed as 2011-12. 
 There are three major groups of commodities → primary articles 

+  manufactured products +  fuel and power.  
 The weight of primary articles in WPI is 22.62% and that of fuel and 

power is 13.15% and that of manufactured products is 64.23%. 
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6 UNESCO Heritage Sites added in India 
 

 The Culture Minister has said six of the nine sites submitted by the 
Archaeological Survey of India had been accepted by UNESCO for 
inclusion in the tentative list, which is a requirement before the final 
nomination of any site. 

 Those six sites include: 
            1.Maratha military architecture in Maharashtra 
            2.The Hire Bengal megalithic site in Karnataka,  
            3. Bhedaghat-Lameta Ghat of Narmada Valley in Madhya 
                Pradesh. 
             4.Ganga ghats in Varanasi,  
             5.Temples of Kanchipuram in Tamil Nadu and  
             6.The Satpura Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. 

  After these proposals had been on the tentative list for a year, the final 
nomination for a site could be submitted after the preparation of the 
dossier. 

 

Finance Ministry grants ‘infrastructure’ status for 
convention centres 
 

 The Finance Ministry has granted ‘Infrastructure’ status for exhibition 
and convention centres. Exhibition-cum-Convention Centre is inserted 
as a new item in the category of Social and Commercial Infrastructure 
under the Harmonised Master List of Infrastructure sub-sectors. 

 The infrastructure tag no longer involves significant tax breaks but 
would help such projects get easier financing from banks.  

 However, the benefits available as ‘infrastructure’ projects would only 
be available for projects with a minimum built-up floor area of 
1,00,000 square metres of exclusive exhibition space or convention 
space or both combined. 

 Becoming a MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences and Exhibitions) 
destination can generate significant revenue with several global 
companies active in India 
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Ivermectin used despite WHO advice 
 

 According to the World Health Organisation’s recent direction, 
Ivermectin is not recommended for general use. Despite that it is still 
listed in India as a possible treatment option for mild COVID-19 
patients under home isolation. 

 This orally-administered drug is included in India’s revised national 
COVID-19 treatment protocol for people with mild infection even 
though its maker has now clarified that there is no evidence of its 
efficacy against the viral disease. 

 Indian physicians who continue to use this drug state that it is an 
approved antiparasitic agent. “It has shown, in laboratory settings, to 
inhibit SARSCOV2 replication also Ivermectin is used for the treatment 
and eradication of two life-threatening illnesses which are 
onchocerciasis, responsible for blindness, and filariasis, which is 
debilitating. 

 
 

Government enhanced subsidy rates for Diammonium 
Phosphate and other P & K fertilisers for upcoming 
Kharif season 
 

 Subsidy of DAP fertilizer has been increased from Rs.500 per bag to 
Rs.1200 per bag, which is an increase of around 140%.  

 The reason behind this move is In the last few months, the 
international prices of raw materials of DAP and other P&K fertilizers 
increased sharply. Prices of finished DAP etc. in the international 
market have also increased proportionately so the actual price of a 
DAP bag increased to Rs.2400. 
 

At present Urea is being provided to the farmers at a statutorily notified 
Maximum Retail Price (MRP) and Nutrient Based Subsidy is being 
implemented for Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers. 
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Bangladesh rebuffs China on Quad warning 
 

 China’s envoy in Dhaka, Li Jiming, warned Bangladesh to not consider 
joining the Quad grouping and said doing so would “damage '' China-
Bangladesh relations. 

 The comment brought a sharp response from the Bangladesh Foreign 
Ministry, which said "as a sovereign country, Bangladesh will 
determine the course of its foreign policy in the interest of its people” 
and "urged foreign envoys in Dhaka to maintain decency and decorum 
while speaking in public." 

 Beyond the spat over the remarks, Bangladesh and China have been 
deepening cooperation including on COVID-19. China invited 
Bangladesh, along with Afghanistan, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, to 
a Foreign Minister-level virtual dialogue last month, the fourth such 
meeting organised with South Asian countries to discuss COVID-19 
cooperation, and offered Chinese vaccines and a plan to set up an 
emergency reserve for supplies for South Asian countries. 

        
What IS Quad?    
 

 
 
 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue is an informal strategic dialogue 

between the United States, Japan, Australia and India that is maintained 
by talks between member countries. 

 The dialogue was initiated in 2007 by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of 
Japan. 
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Aerosols can travel up to 10m; ventilation is the key 
 

 As per the Government advisory Aerosols could be carried in the air 
for up to 10 metres, hence in order to reduce the transmission of 
COVID-19 it's necessary to improve the ventilation of indoor spaces. 

 Just as smells can be diluted from the air through opening windows 
and doors and using exhaust systems, ventilating spaces with 
improved directional air flow decreases the accumulated viral land in 
the air, reducing the risk of transmission. Ventilation is a community 
defense that protects all of us at home or at work.  

 Droplets and aerosols are the key transmission modes of the virus. 
While droplets fell up to 2 metres from an infected person, aerosols 
could travel up to 10 metres. 

                
 

Difference between Outbreak, Epidemic and Pandemic: 
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Declare Mucormycosis an Epidemic, Centre tells States 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a notifiable disease? 
 A notifiable disease is any disease that is required by law to be reported 

to government authorities.  
 The collation of information allows the authorities to monitor the 

disease, and provides early warning of possible outbreaks. 
 The process helps the government keep track and formulate a plan for 

elimination and control. In less infectious conditions, it improves 
information about the burden and distribution of disease. 

 The Centre has notified several diseases such as cholera, diphtheria, 
encephalitis, leprosy, meningitis, pertussis (whooping cough), plague, 
tuberculosis, AIDS, hepatitis, measles, yellow fever, malaria, dengue, 
etc.  

 The onus of notifying any disease and the implementation lies with the 
state government. 

 

 The Union government has 
asked the States to declare 
mucormycosis, the fungal 
infection being reported in 
COVID-19 patients, an epidemic. 

 Declaring the black fungus 
infection seen in COVID-19 
patients an epidemic would lead 
to health facilities screening for 
it and reporting all such cases to 
the government. 

 The report suggested the use of 
Amphotericin B as an anti-fungal 
medicine and to make 
mucormycosis a notifiable 
disease under Epidemic Diseases 
Act 1897, wherein all 
government and private health 
facilities, medical colleges will 
follow guidelines for screening, 
diagnosis, management of 
mucormycosis, issued by 
MoHFW and ICMR. 
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World’s largest iceberg breaks off from Antarctica, says 
European Space Agency 
 

 A huge ice block has broken off from Ronne Ice Shelf in western 
Antarctica into the Weddell Sea, becoming the largest iceberg in the 
world and earning the name A-76. 

 
 

 A-76 was first detected by satellite imagery from the Copernicus 
Sentinel-1 mission, consisting of two polar-orbiting satellites. 

 The iceberg, measuring around 170 km long and 25 km wide, with an 
area of 4,320 sq km is now floating in the Weddell Sea along with the 
second largest iceberg A-23A which is approximately 3,880 sq. km. in 
size. 
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The fault line of poor health infrastructure 
 

 The second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic which has hit India 
exposed the abysmally poor state of the country’s health 
infrastructure. 

 
 World Bank data states: 

o India had 85.7 physicians per 1,00,000 people in 2017. 
o 53 beds per 1,00,000 people. 
o 3.172.7 nurses and midwives per 1,00,000 people. 

 Causes of the above state are: 
o low and stagnant public health expenditure: 1% of GDP 2013-14 

and 1.28% in 2017-18. 
o Health is a State subject in India and State spending constitutes 

68.6% of all the government health expenditure. However, the 
Centre ends up being the key player in public health 
management because of the main bodies with technical 
expertise such as the National Centre for Disease Control or the 
Indian Council of Medical Researchare under central control.      

o Differences among states also differ in terms of the fiscal space 
to deal with the novel coronavirus pandemic because of the wide 
variation in per capita health expenditure.  

                              
 Way forward: 

1. Creation of a “Pandemic Preparedness Unit” (PPU) by the 
central government to streamline disease surveillance and 
reporting systems. 

2. Coordinate public health management and policy responses 
across all levels of government. 

3. Formulate policies to mitigate economic and social costs, and 
communicate effectively to the public about the health crisis. 
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Balancing act: On India’s stand in Israel-Palestine 
conflict 
 

 At the open UN Security Council session on the Gaza conflict, India, a 
non-permanent member, attempted a delicate balancing act by 
reaffirming its traditional support for the Palestine cause without 
abandoning its new friend Israel. 

 India also reiterated it’s “strong support for the just Palestinian cause 
and its unwavering commitment to the two-state solution”. 

 For India, which voted against the creation of Israel in historic 
Palestine in 1947 in the UN General Assembly, ties with Israel have 
improved since the early 1990s. In 2017, Mr. Modi became the first 
Indian PM to visit Israel and Mr. Netanyahu travelled to India in 2018. 
While Israel ties are on a strong footing, India cannot ignore the 
Palestinians for historic, moral, legal and realistic reasons. 

 

            The United Nations Security Council (UNSC)  
 It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN) formed 

in 1945 with headquarters at NewYork, U.S.A. it’s charged with 
ensuring international peace and security. 

 Its powers include establishing peacekeeping operations, enacting 
international sanctions, and authorizing military action. The UNSC is 
the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions on 
member states. 

 The council has 15 members: the 5 permanent members (the US, 
France, Russia, China and the U.K) and 10 non-permanent members 
elected for 2-year terms. 

 In June 2020, India had been elected unopposed to the UNSC as a non-
permanent member for a two-year term beginning in 2021. 
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