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Supreme Court says Personal Guarantors Liable for Corporate 
Debt 
 

 The Supreme Court on Friday upheld a government move of 
November 15, 2019 government notification  to allow lenders 
initiate insolvency proceedings under the Indian Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency Code (IBC) against personal guarantors, who are usually 
promoters of big business houses, along with the stressed corporate 
entities for whom they gave guarantee. 

 The apex court said there was an “intrinsic connection” between 
personal guarantors and their corporate debtors. It was this intimacy 
that made the government decide that corporate debtors and their 
personal guarantors should be dealt with by a common forum - 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) - through the same 
adjudicatory process. 
 

             
 

Israel-Hamas reach truce after 11 days of Fighting 
 

 Egyptian mediators held talks to firm up an Israel-Hamas cease-fire as 
Palestinians in the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip began to assess the damage 
from 11 days of intense Israeli bombardment. 

 This truce ended the fourth Israel-Hamas war in just over a decade. 
 However, underlying issues remain unresolved, including an Israeli-

Egyptian border blockade, now in its 14th year, that is choking Gaza’s 
more than 2 million residents and a refusal by the Islamic militant 
Hamas to disarm. 
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Environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna passes away 
 

 Well-known environmentalist and Gandhian Sunderlal Bahuguna, 
94years has passed away from COVID-related complications at AIIMS 
in Rishikesh. 

 A pioneer in environmental protection, Mr. Bahuguna led the charge 
against the construction of big dams in the Himalayas in the 1980s. He 
also fervently opposed the construction of the Tehri dam. 

 He, along with local women, founded the Chipko movement  (Hug the 
Trees Movement) in the 1970s to prevent the felling of trees in the 
ecologically sensitive zones. The movement’s success led to enactment 
of a law to ban the felling of trees in ecologically sensitive forest lands.  

                 
 Chipko inspired a similar Appiko movement in Karnataka, where tree 

felling in the Western Ghats was opposed. In September 1983, men, 
women and children of Salkani "hugged the trees" in Kalase forest. 
Appiko Andolan gave birth to a new awareness all over southern India. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He also coined 
the Chipko 
slogan: 'ecology 
is a permanent 
economy'. 
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The Centre’s recent notice to messaging service provider 
WhatsApp to withdraw its updated privacy policy 
 

 WhatsApp updated its privacy policy, according to which users would 
no longer be able to stop the app from sharing data (such as location 
and number) with its parent Facebook unless they delete their 
accounts altogether. 

 MeitY has made a charge that WhatsApp has discriminated against its 
Indian users vis-à-vis users in Europe. It has to be pointed out that 
Europe’s citizens are protected by strong data laws that go by the 
name of General Data Protection Regulation or GDPR. Where is the 
Indian equivalent of such laws? When will they be implemented? 
These are questions that the indian government should answer. 

 
 
What does it share? 
 
As for businesses, users’ interactions with the business accounts on 
WhatsApp can be used by the businesses to improve their own marketing, 
and businesses can also choose to share this information with Facebook.  
This means the users’ chats with businesses regarding any queries, their 
shopping activities, their purchase receipts, and interaction with businesses 
across Facebook, WhatsApp and Instagram could be collected by Facebook 
to personalise ads and shopping experiences and product displays across the 
three Facebook-owned social media platforms. 
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INS Rajput sails into the sunset 
 

 INS Rajput — the Indian Navy’s first Kashin-class destroyer was 
decommissioned after serving for 41 years in the Navy. 

 In naval terminology, a destroyer is a fast warship intended to escort 
larger vessels and defend them against powerful short range 
attackers. 

 A Special Postal Cover was released by the ENC chief in recognition of 
the yeoman service rendered to the nation by the ship. 

 INS Rajput was commissioned on May 4, 1980, at Poti, Georgia 
(erstwhile USSR), as the lead ship of the Rajput-class Destroyers of the 
Indian Navy. 

 INS Rajput was equipped with an array of weapons and sensors which 
included surface-to-surface missiles, surface-to-air missiles, anti-
aircraft guns, torpedoes, and anti-submarine rocket launchers.  

 INS Rajput was also the first ship to be fitted out to fire the 
supersonic cruise and long-range BrahMos missile. She was also the 
first Indian Naval ship to get affiliated with an Indian Army Regiment. 

 Apart from participating in various naval operations, she also took 
part in a number of relief operations which include cyclone relief 
operations off the Odisha coast in 1999, relief operations in the wake 
of the 2004 tsunami in the Andaman & Nicobar islands and the HADR 
mission after the earthquake at Jakarta. 
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Rules for insurance firms’ control tweaked after FDI ceiling 
raised to 74% 
 

 Indian promoters of insurance joint ventures with foreign partners 
will no longer be able to nominate a majority of the board members, 
as per the new rules notified under the Insurance Act. However, a 
majority of board members, key management persons (KMP) need to 
be resident Indian citizens, as should at least one of the three top 
positions — the chairperson of the board, the MD and CEO. 

 This follows the recent amendments to enhance the foreign direct 
investment (FDI) limit in the sector to 74% from 49%. 

 This new norm will apply to all insurers, irrespective of the stake held 
by the foreign partner. 

 However, the requirement to have a majority of the board and KMP 
composed of Indian resident citizens will mean that foreign investors 
will have to continue to rely on Indian citizens who are resident in 
India to man key roles in the insurance company and its board. 
Therefore, while the FDI limit in insurance companies has been 
increased to 74%, the government has sought to provide adequate 
protection for insurance companies. 

 

DRDO develops antibody detection kit: DIPCOVAN 
 

 The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in 
collaboration with Vanguard Diagnostics Pvt. Ltd., a company based in 
New Delhi, developed an antibody detection kit for spotting SARS-
CoV-2 virus with a high sensitivity of 97% and specificity of 99%. 

 The antibody detection kit is approved by Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) in April 2021. 

 DIPCOVAN was intended for the qualitative detection of IgG 
antibodies in human serum or plasma, targeting SARS-CoV-2 
related antigens and offering a significantly faster turnaround time of 
just 75 minutes to conduct the test without any cross-reactivity with 
other diseases. “The kit has a shelf life of 18 months. 

 

Antibodies and Types 
An antibody, also known as an immunoglobulin, is  a protein used by the 
immune system to identify and neutralize/kill foreign objects such as 
pathogenic bacteria and viruses. The antibody recognizes a unique molecule 
of the pathogen, called an antigen. 
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Cyclone Yaas 
 

 Cyclone Yaas was formed around 22 May 2021 over the north 
Andaman Sea and the adjoining east-central Bay of Bengal, moving 
northwestwards and is likely to reach West Bengal and adjoining 
Odisha coasts by 26 May 2021 and it’s most likely to make landfall 
between Paradip (Odisha) and Sagar Islands in west bengal. 

 The name of the cyclone was suggested by Oman which means “a 
tree with good fragrance”. 

            Tropical cyclone 
 A tropical cyclone is a rapidly rotating storm system characterized by 

a low-pressure center, a closed low-level atmospheric circulation, 
strong winds, and a spiral arrangement of thunderstorms that produce 
heavy rain and/or squalls.  

 Depending on its location and strength, a tropical cyclone is referred 
to by different names, a hurricane is a tropical cyclone that occurs in 
the Atlantic Ocean and northeastern Pacific Ocean, and a typhoon 
occurs in the northwestern Pacific Ocean; in the south Pacific or Indian 
Ocean, comparable storms are referred to simply as "tropical 
cyclones" or "severe cyclonic storms". 
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How whiteflies came, saw and conquered India’s crops 
 

                    
 Whiteflies are Hemipterans that typically feed on the undersides of 

plant leaves. They comprise the family Aleyrodidae.They are 
polyphagous and feed on a wide variety of plants. 

 The whiteflies are difficult to control by using synthetic insecticides, 
and hence currently naturally occurring insect predators, parasitoids 
and entomopathogenic fungi (fungi that can kill insects) are being 
used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first invasive whitefly reported from Kerala 
in 1995 has now spread across the country, and 
a study by Selvaraj Krishnan and his team from 
ICAR- National Bureau of Agricultural Insect 
Resources has now detailed the damage caused 
by the pest. 
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Documentary on Auroville’s afforestation project to be 
screened at ChangeNow summit 
 

 Aurovillian Christoph Pohl’s documentary Ever Slow Green, which 
tells the story of Auroville’s unique afforestation project that took 
root on an eroded desert plateau in Villupuram district in Tamil 
Nadu, has been officially selected for screening at the prestigious 
ChangeNow summit in Paris. 
 

  
 

 
 The project was supported by Auroville and funded by the 50th 

Anniversary celebrations in 2018. 
 The documentary premiered at the Auroville Film Festival 2020 and 

has been screened in 16 international film festivals, bagging four 
awards. 

 Auroville's extraordinary reforestation work was carried out over the 
past 50 years. Initially driven by the necessity to make the harsh 
conditions more liveable, the idealism of some early residents led 
them to develop expertise in cultivating the Tropical Dry Evergreen 
Forest, a rare forest type native to the coastal belt of Tamil Nadu. 
Today, the lush Auroville forest is an outstanding example of eco-
restoration that recreates and preserves a type of tropical forest that 
is on the verge of extinction. 
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Congo’s Mount Nyiragongo sees first volcanic eruption since 
2002 
 

 The active volcano in Congo, Mount Nyiragongo, erupted again.  
 The Indian Army contingent under the United Nations peacekeeping 

mission (MONUSCO) assisted in protecting civilians. 
 Mount Nyiragongo is an active stratovolcano with an elevation of 

3,470 m in the Virunga Mountains associated with the Albertine Rift. 
It is located inside Virunga National Park, in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, about 12 km north of the town of Goma and Lake Kivu 
and just west of the border with Rwanda. 

 

   
 

No access to images of our nuclear sites: Iran 
 Iran’s Parliament speaker said that the International Atomic Energy 

Agency may no longer access surveillance images of the Islamic 
Republic’s nuclear sites after the expiration of the three-month 
deadline, escalating tensions amid diplomatic efforts in Vienna to save 
Tehran’s atomic accord with world powers. 
 

            The International Atomic Energy Agency 
 It is the world's central intergovernmental forum for scientific and 

technical co-operation in the nuclear field. It works for the safe, secure 
and peaceful uses of nuclear science and technology, contributing to 
international peace and security and the United Nations' Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

 The IAEA was established as an autonomous organisation on 29 July 
1957.  

 It’s Headquarters is in Vienna, Austria. 
 Membership: 173 member states. 

 Nyiragongo 
and nearby 
Nyamuragira 
are together 
responsible 
for 40 percent 
of Africa's 
historical 
volcanic 
eruptions. 
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New land regulations spark protests in Lakshadweep  
 

 
 

 The administration of Lakshadweep introduced the Draft 
Lakshadweep Development Authority Regulation, 2021, which if 
implemented will empower the government to take any piece of land 
owned by any common man in the island for “development” purposes. 
The administration has introduced measures diverting all cargo to 
Mangalore. 

 Praful Khoda Patel who is the administrator of the Union Territory of 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, was given charge of 
Lakshadweep following the demise of Dineshwar Sharma in December 
2020. Since then, he has proposed various new measures that have not 
gone down well with the islanders, with the latter alleging that the new 
measures will destroy their unique lifestyle. 

 People of Lakshadweep have started a ‘Save Lakshadweep’ campaign 
against the administration. 
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Expanding the scope of POCSO 
 

 Over the last nine years, India has sought to “protect children from 
offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography” 
through the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 
(POCSO). 

 A fundamental defect of POCSO is its inability to deal with historical 
cases. Historical child sexual abuse refers to incidents that are 
reported late. 

 Delays in reporting sexual abuse after a considerable passage of time 
from the date of offence may be due to factors such as threats from the 
perpetrator, fear of public humiliation, and absence of trustworthy 
confidant. Another theory, proposed by Roland C. Summit, Professor 
of Psychiatry, is the accommodation syndrome — where the child 
keeps the abuse as a secret because of the fear that no one will believe 
the abuse, which leads to accommodative behaviour. 

 One of the major drawbacks of delayed reporting is the lack of 
evidence to advance prosecution. It is believed that there would be less 
than 5% chance for gathering direct physical and medical evidence in 
such cases. India, in particular, suffers from a lack of procedural 
guidance as to how to prosecute historical cases of child sexual abuse. 

 Also, in 2018, an online petition based on the plea of a child sexual 
abuse survivor gathered tremendous support. Consequently, the 
Union Ministry of Law and Justice, at the request of the then Minister 
for Women and Child Development, clarified that no time limit shall 
apply for POCSO cases. 

 However, it still fails to address the plight of children who were victims 
of sexual abuse before 2012. There is an urgent need to reform and 
revise our laws to account for various developments such as historical 
reporting of child sexual abuse. At the very least, the Union 
government must frame guidelines to direct effective and purposeful 
prosecution in cases which are not covered by the POCSO. 

 
            Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act 

 It was enacted in 2012, and is a special law to rovide a robust legal 
framework for the protection of children from offences of sexual 
assault, sexual harassment and pornography, while safeguarding the 
interest of the child at every stage of the judicial process. 

 Amendment to POCSO Act in 2019 : minimum punishment for 
aggravated as well as penetrative sexual assault on children below 16 
years was increased from 10 to 20 years, extendable to life 
imprisonment or death. 
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‘90%-95% of mucormycosis patients are diabetics on 
steroids’ 
 

 About 90% - 95% of patients getting infected with mucormycosis are 
found to have been either diabetic and/or taking steroids and this 
infection is seen very rarely in those who are neither diabetic nor 
taking steroids, stated by Dr Randeep Guleria, director, AIIMS, New 
Delhi. 

 Mucormycosis is one of the general fungal infections being seen in 
recovering or recovered Covid-19 patients but it is not a 
communicable disease. 

 There are various types of fungal infections such as Candida, 
aspergillosis, cryptococcus, histoplasmosis and coccidioidomycosis. 
Mucormycosis, Candida and aspergillus are the ones observed more in 
people with low immunity. 

 

Record foodgrain exports amid widespread hunger criticised 
 

 The record export of foodgrains that is over 13 million tonnes of non-
basmati rice and more than two million tonnes of wheat were 
exported in 2020-21, at a time of widespread hunger and distress due 
to COVID-19 exposes “the government’s apathy towards the people”, 
according to the Right to Food Campaign. 

 The advocacy group has called for the universalisation of the public 
distribution system (PDS) for at least six months, noting that the 
quantity of exported grain could have been used to provide 25 crore 
people with rations for a year. 

 It also said the surge of COVID-19, spread to rural areas and lockdowns 
in most parts of the country have led to severe economic distress, 
especially among informal sector workers. 

 The Centre’s relief scheme, PMGKAY (Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Anna Yojana), only provides additional free grain for two months for 
those who already have ration cards. The food security crisis facing 
informal sector workers, many of whom do not have ration cards, has 
been “completely invisibilized”. So the Campaign demanded that these 
benefits be universalised for at least six months, given that the 
pandemic’s effects are long lasting, so that those in distress without 
ration cards can also find relief. 
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First Yellow Fungus case reported in UP 
 

 Like black fungus and white fungus, yellow fungus too is a fungal 
infection, but it can be rather fatal and deadly as it begins internally — 
unlike the others where symptoms are visible. This aspect of yellow 
fungus disease often leads to a delay in its diagnosis. This 
characteristic of yellow fungus makes it very difficult to manage and 
more dangerous as early diagnosis is a necessity in such cases. 

 It spreads via contaminated environments, or when a suspected 
patient inhales moulds (mycometes) which grow in the environment. 

 Symptoms of yellow fungus are loss of appetite, lethargy and weight 
loss. In later stages of the infection patients suffering from yellow 
fungus exhibit severe symptoms sunken eyes due to malnutrition and 
organ failure, slow healing of wounds and oozing of pus from the 
wounds, and necrosis (cell injury that leads to death of cells and living 
tissues). 

 Like mucormycosis, the treatment for yellow fungus is Amphoteracin-
B injection 

 
 

New IT Rules come into force, many social media and OTT 
platforms yet to comply 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 These rules make it mandatory for platforms such as WhatsApp, 
Signal and Telegram to aid in identifying “originator” of “unlawful” 
messages, while also requiring social media networks to take 
down such messages within a specific time frame, set up grievance 
redressal mechanism as well as assist government agencies in 
investigation. 

 

 Information Technology 
(IntermediaryGuidelines and 
Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules 2021- which are 
applicable for digital news, 
social media, and OTT 
platforms, come into effect. 
The rules were notified on 
february 25 and social media 
intermediaries were given 3 
months to comply. 
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 Concerns regarding the rules are: 
o In order to identify the originator of the unlawful messages the 

social media intermediaries will have to break the promise of 
end-to-end encryption. 

o As per the new rules, action can be taken against a message that 
originated outside India. This might lead to conflicts with 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

o Due to the absence of Data Protection law in India, there is a 
potential for misuse of data. 

o Difficulty in implementation of new rules as India has a large 
number of internet users. 

 
 

NGT sets up panel on Mekedatu dam construction violation 
 

 The National Green Tribunal formed a committee to investigate the 
alleged violation of norms in the construction of a reservoir across the 
cauvery river at Mekedatu in karnataka. 

 Tamil Nadu had opposed the construction, citing it violated the final 
award of the Cauvery River Water Tribunal. 
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India, Israel sign agreement on agriculture cooperation 
 

 Indian and Israel have signed a three-year 5th Indo-Israel 
Agriculture Action Plan (IIAP) 2021-2023 agreement for 
development in Agriculture cooperation. 

 India and Israel are implementing the “INDO-ISRAEL Agricultural 
Project Centres of Excellence” and “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of 
Excellence”. 

 Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), Ministry 
of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India, and MASHAV 
- Israel’s Agency for International Development Cooperation - are 
leading Israel’s largest G2G cooperation, with 29 operational Centres 
of Excellence (COEs) across India in 12 States, implementing 
Advanced-Intensive agriculture farms with Israeli Agro-Technology 
tailored to local conditions. 

 The Centres of Excellence generate knowledge, demonstrate best 
practices and train farmers. The exchange of technology between India 
and Israel will greatly improve the productivity and quality of 
horticulture, thereby increasing the income of farmers. The work 
program will aim to grow existing Centres of Excellence, establish new 
centers, and increase CoE’s value chain. 

 As for the “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of Excellence''(IIVOE), this is a new 
concept aimed at creating a model ecosystem in agriculture across 
eight states, alongside 13 Centers of Excellence within 75 villages. The 
program will promote the increase of net income and better the 
livelihood of the individual farmer, transforming traditional farms into 
modern-intensive farms based on IIAP standards. The IIVOE program 
will focus on: (1) Modern Agriculture infrastructure, (2) Capacity 
Building, (3) Market linkage. 
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NITI Aayog to partner with TRIFED to implement Van Dhan 
Yojana in districts identified as aspirational 
 

 It has been decided that a dedicated team from TRIFED along with the 
NITI Aayog team will work out the follow-up-plan for the 
implementation of the Van Dhan Yojana in each of the 39 Tribal 
Aspirational Districts. 
 
Van Dhan Yojna 

 It was launched on 14th April 2018 and is being implemented by 
TRIFED. Van Dhan startups help. The socio-economic development of 
the tribal population of the country by establishing Van Dhan Kendra. 

 It is a component of the ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest 
Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and 
Development of Value Chain for MFP’. 

 The idea is to set up tribal community owned Van Dhan Vikas Kendra 
Clusters (VDVKCs) in predominantly forested tribal districts. This 
move will boost the employment generation to nearly 2 lakhs tribal 
families. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


 
 

 
 

                             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES”  

 Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY            
 9654506161 

Cheetah to be re-introduced in India from Africa in 
November: MP govt 
 

 The cheetah, the world’s fastest land animal which was declared 
extinct in India in 1952, and is expected to be re-introduced into the 
country in November 2021 at the Kuno National Park in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

 The Wildlife Institute of India (WII) some years back prepared a 
cheetah reintroduction project. The Supreme Court had earlier given 
its approval to introduce African cheetahs to a suitable habitat in India 
on an experimental basis 

 Process of creation of enclosure has been started for around 10 
cheetahs, including five females to be brought from South Africa to 
Kuno in Sheopur district and it will be completed by August 2021. 

 The cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) is a large cat native to Africa and 
central Iran. It is the fastest land animal, estimated to be capable of 
running at 80 to 128 km/h. 

 IUCN status: Vulnerable. 
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The Reclining Buddha 
 

 
 

 The installation of this statue has been postponed.this was to be 
installed on May 26 — Buddha Jayanti, Buddha Purnima, or Vesak 

 
 It is India's largest statue of the Reclining Buddha of 100-foot made of 

fibreglass and to be installed at the Buddha International Welfare 
Mission temple in Bodh Gaya. 

 
What does it symbolise? 

 A reclining Buddha statue or image represents the Buddha during his 
last illness, about to enter Parinirvana, the stage of great salvation after 
death that can only be attained by enlightened souls. The Buddha’s 
death came when he was 80 years old, in a state of meditation, in 
Kushinagar in eastern Uttar Pradesh, which is termed as 
“Mahaparinirvana of the Buddha” as  it is not simply a demise, it is the 
great demise, after which there is no rebirth for him. 

Features of this image 
 Statues and images of the Reclining Buddha show him lying on his 

right side, his head resting on a cushion or on his right elbow.  
 It is a popular iconographic depiction in Buddhism, and is meant to 

show that all beings have the potential to be awakened and be released 
from the cycle of death and rebirth. 

 The Reclining Buddha was first depicted in Gandhara art, which began 
in the period between 50 BC and 75 AD, and peaked during the 
Kushana period from the first to the fifth centuries AD. 

 The largest Reclining Buddha in the world is the 600-foot Winsein 
Tawya Buddha built in 1992 in Mawlamyine, Myanmar. 
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 Reclining Buddha in India can be seen at Cave No. 26 of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site of Ajanta contains a 24-foot-long and nine-foot-
tall sculpture of the Reclining Buddha, believed to have been carved in 
the 5th century AD. 

 
Other depictions of the Buddha 
 

 At the Mahabodhi temple, the Buddha is sitting in the bhoomi-sparsha 
mudra, where his hand is pointing towards the ground. It symbolises 
earth as being witness to his enlightenment. 

 At Sarnath, where the Buddha gave his first sermon, the stone statue 
has a hand gesture called the dharma-chakra mudra, which signifies 
preaching. This is also the most popular depiction in India, along with 
the Bodhi tree depiction 
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WhatsApp approaches Delhi HC, says new IT rules can violate 
user privacy 
 

 Facebook's messaging platform WhatsApp has approached Delhi HC, 
filing a legal complaint against the new Intermediary Guidelines and 
Digital Media Ethics Code. 

 WhatsApp also said that the rule cannot be enforced on certain errant 
people alone as the messages are end-to-end encrypted. To comply 
with the rule, the platform will have to breach the encryption for 
receivers as  well as "originators" Which can violate the users privacy. 

 
What is E2E encryption? 
When you use E2EE to send an email or a message to someone, no one 
monitoring the network can see the content of your message — not hackers, 
not the government, and not even the company that facilitates your 
communication 
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Freedom fighter H.S. Doreswamy passes away 
 

 
 

 Born on April 10, 1918, in Harohalli near Bengaluru, he joined the 
freedom struggle at a young age. While his initial involvement with the 
freedom movement was radical in nature, he came under the influence 
of Mahatma Gandhi later.  

 He organised protests and strikes in the erstwhile kingdom of Mysore 
against the British rule and participated in the Quit India movement. 
He was jailed for 14 months in 1943-1944. 

 One of his significant contributions during the freedom struggle was 
running a newspaper called “Paura Vani”, which voiced the 
aspirations of an independent India.  

 One of his last campaigns was against the Citizen Amendment Act  and 
the controversial farmers’ bill.   

 

Why is Nepal facing a political crisis again? 
 

 Nepal is in renewed turmoil after the president dissolves parliament 
amid a worsening COVID-19 outbreak.  

 Nepal’s president has dissolved the parliament for the second time in 
less than six months and scheduled snap elections, prompting court 
challenges and plunging the country into fresh political turmoil as it 
battles a “catastrophic” surge in coronavirus infections. 

 Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli had renewed calls for a 
fresh election after he lost a confidence vote earlier this month. 

 Critics say the President's midnight order on Saturday came when it 
became clear that opposition leader Sher Bahadur Deuba from the 

 H.S. Doreswamy, 
centenarian freedom 
fighter, activist and 
Karnataka’s noted voice 
for freedom of 
expression, passed away 
on 26th may in 
Bengaluru. He was 104. 
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Nepali Congress party had obtained the parliamentary support 
required to become the South Asian nation’s next prime minister. 

 

Subodh Kumar Jaiswal takes charge as CBI director 
 

 Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, a 1985 batch IPS officer serving as CISF DG, 
took charge as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) director. 
 
Appointment of CBI director 

 The Director of CBI is appointed as per section 4A of the Delhi Special 
Police Establishment Act of 1946 which says a person having less than 
six months of service left should not be considered for the 
appointment as Police chiefs. 

 Before the Lokpal Act was legislated, the CBI director was appointed 
by the DSPE Act. Now, the Lokpal Act governs the appointment of the 
CBI director. 

 According to the amended law the CBI Director’s appointment has to 
be made on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, leader of the 
single largest Opposition party and the Chief Justice of India (or a 
Supreme Court judge nominated by CJI). 

 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 

 It is the premier investigating agency of India formed in 1942 as the 
Special Police Establishment.  

 Operates under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public 
Grievances and Pensions(India) 

 Originally, it was set up to investigate bribery and governmental 
corruption 

 In 1965 it received expanded jurisdiction to investigate breaches of 
central laws enforceable by the Government of India, multi-state 
organised crime, multi-agency or international cases. 
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Hanumathappa Patil passes away 
 

 
 He organised the first district-level Kannada Sahitya Sammelan in 

Bidar in 1974, which was presided over by G. Venkatasubbaiah, 
lexicographer. 

 He served for various newspapers and  organisations, including PTI, 
Daman and some Kannada and English newspapers, for over four 
decades. He wrote several monographs and books about Bidar, culture 
of Kalyana Karnataka and the development of Kannada in the 
backward north-eastern Karnataka. 

 The State government honoured him with the Rajyotsava Award in 
2008. 

 

IBF to cover streaming platforms 
 The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the apex body of 

broadcasters, is expanding its purview to cover digital streaming 
platforms and will be renamed the Indian Broadcasting and Digital 
Foundation (IBDF). 

 This move would bring broadcasters and OTT (over-the-top) 
platforms, which have seen a substantial jump in their viewership base 
after the pandemic, under one roof. For this, the IBDF was in the 
process of forming a new wholly-owned subsidiary to handle all 
matters of digital media. 

 The IBDF would also form a self-regulatory body, the Digital Media 
Content Regulatory Council (DMCRC), for digital OTT platforms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hanumanthappa Patil, 

veteran journalist and writer, 
died in Bidar on 27th May due 
to age-related ailments. He 
was 80. 

 He was the first president of 
the Kannada Sahitya Parishat 
in Bidar in 1972.  
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The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF) 
 Indian Broadcasting Foundation also known as (IBF) is a unified 

representative body of the television broadcasters in India. The 
organisation was founded in 1999. 

 IBF provides research-based legislative inputs to the Government and 
carries out advocacy on various fiscal, regulatory and other business 
issues to facilitate drafting of conducive policies, resolution of issues 
and introduction of necessary changes in the overall system. 

 Since June 2011, Broadcasting Content Complaints Council (BCCC), an 
independent self-regulatory body set up by IBF, has been examining 
content-related complaints against non-news general entertainment 
television channels. 

 

 

PM Modi chairs meeting to review National Digital Health 
Mission 
 

 Directions were given to expedite the steps to expand operations 
under the NDHM, by enabling the citizens across the country to avail 
the services such as tele-consultation with a doctor, availing services 
of a lab, transferring test reports or health records digitally to the 
doctor and paying digitally.  

 The National Health Authority, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry 
of Electronics & IT were asked to coordinate efforts in this direction. 

 Mission aims at creating  Unified Health Interface (UHI) – an open and 
interoperable IT network for digital health. This interface will enable 
public and private solutions and apps to plug in and be a part of the 
national digital health ecosystem. The system will ensure that only 
verified healthcare providers join the ecosystem. 

 This is likely to unleash a “digital health tech revolution” with 
innovations and various services for citizens in such a manner that 
healthcare infrastructure and human resources can also be utilised in 
a more efficient manner across the nation. 

 In the meeting, the concept of UPI e-Voucher developed by National 
Payment Corporation of India (NPCI) was also discussed. This digital 
payment option will enable financial transactions linked to specific 
purposes which can be used only by the intended user. It can be useful 
for targeted and efficient delivery of various government schemes and 
an immediate use cases of UPI e-Voucher could be healthcare services 
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The National Digital Health Mission 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the establishment of the 
NDHM on Independence Day 2020. 

 The National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) aims to develop the 
backbone necessary to support the integrated digital health 
infrastructure of the country. It will bridge the existing gap amongst 
different stakeholders of the Healthcare ecosystem through digital 
highways. 

 NDHM shall create a seamless online platform “through the provision 
of a wide-range of data, information and infrastructure services, duly 
leveraging open, interoperable, standards-based digital systems” 
while ensuring the security, confidentiality and privacy of health-
related personal information. 
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the Services e-
Health Assistance and Tele-consultation (SeHAT) portal 
 

 SeHAT OPD portal which was launched on May 27th will provide tele-
medicine services to serving military personnel, veterans and their 
families. 

 Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) were suggested to add 
specialist doctors to this portal, and incorporate delivery of medicines 
to the homes of Service personnel. The portal will help reduce the load 
on hospitals and patients will be able to get contactless consultations 
in an easy and effective manner. 

 

Uncertainty, risks cloud outlook: RBI 
 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its annual report for 2020-21 said 
the global and domestic outlook has once again turned grim and 
overcast with extreme uncertainty and downside risks,by new 
waves of COVID-19 infections and mutant strains of the virus, the slow 
pace of inoculation in several parts of the world and vaccine 
protectionism. 

 For a self-sustaining GDP growth trajectory post-COVID-19, a durable 
revival in private consumption and investment demand together 
would be critical as they account for around 85% of GDP, the RBI said. 

 The RBI also cautioned that demand-supply imbalances could 
continue to exert pressure on the prices of pulses and edible oils, even 
as prices of cereals could likely see softening on the back of bumper 
foodgrains production in 2020-21.    

 The regulator also asked banks to closely monitor bad loans and 
prepare for higher provisioning in the wake of the second COVID wave 
and the Supreme Court order lifting the ban on classification of non-
performing assets. 

 As growth revives and the economy gets back on track, it is important 
for the government to adhere to a clear exit strategy and build fiscal 
buffers, which can be tapped into in events of future shocks to growth,” 
the central bank said. 
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Prof CNR Rao bags Eni International Award for renewable 
energy research 
 

 Bharat Ratna Professor C.N.R. Rao has received the International Eni 
Award 2020 for research into renewable energy sources and energy 
storage, also called the Energy Frontier award. This is considered to 
be the Nobel Prize in Energy Research. 

 Professor Rao has been working on hydrogen energy as the only 
energy source for the benefit of all mankind. Hydrogen storage, 
photochemical and electrochemical production of hydrogen, solar 
production of hydrogen, and non-metallic catalysis were the highlights 
of his work. 

 The Energy Frontiers award has been conferred for his work on metal 
oxides, carbon nanotubes, and other materials and two-dimensional 
systems, including graphene, boron-nitrogen-carbon hybrid 
materials, and molybdenum sulfide (Molybdenite - MoS2) for energy 
applications and green hydrogen production.  

 Green hydrogen production can be achieved through various 
processes, including the photodissociation of water, thermal 
dissociation, and electrolysis activated by electricity produced from 
solar or wind energy. 

 C.N.R. Received Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian award of the 
Republic of India in 2013. 
 
 
Eni International Award 
 
The Eni Award is a prize awarded by the Italian oil and gas company 
Eni with the aim of encouraging better use of energy sources and 
increased environmental research. 
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Amartya Sen gets Spain's top award 
 

 Indian economist and Nobel Laureate Amartya Kumar Sen has been 
conferred with Spain’s top Princess of Asturias Award in the social 
sciences category. 

 “His research on famines and his theory of human development, 
welfare economics and the underlying mechanisms of poverty have 
contributed to the fight against injustice, inequality, disease and 
ignorance,” Spanish prize foundation said. 

 The award comprises a Joan Miro sculpture representing and 
symbolising the award, a diploma, an insignia and a cash prize of 
50,000 Euros. 

 Amartya Sen was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences in 
1998 and BharatRatna in 1999 “for his contributions to welfare 
economics”. 
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