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19/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

Midday meals leave a long-lasting impact: study 
● A new study on the intergenerational benefits of India’s midday meal 

scheme published in Nature Communications this week. 

Findings of the study 

● Girls who had access to the free lunches provided at government 

schools, had children with a higher height-to-age ratio than those who 

did not. 

● By 2016, the prevalence of stunting was significantly lower in areas 

where the scheme was implemented in 2005. 

● More than one in three Indian children are stunted, or too short for their 

age, which reflects chronic undernutrition.  

○ The fight against stunting has often focussed on boosting nutrition 

for young children, but nutritionists have long argued that 

maternal health and well-being is the key to reduce stunting in 

their offspring.  

○ Noting that “interventions to improve maternal height and 

education must be implemented years before those girls and 

young women become mothers”, the study has attempted a first-

of-its-kind inter-generational analysis of the impacts of a mass 

feeding programme. 

● The paper also found that the midday meal scheme was associated with 

13-32% of India’s improvement in height-for-age z-scores (HAZ) 

between 2006 and 2016. 

● The linkages between midday meals and lower stunting in the next 

generation were stronger in lower socio-economic strata and likely 

worked through women’s education, fertility, and use of health services.              

● Scheme was launched in 1995 but only 6% of girls aged 6-10 years had 

benefited from the scheme in 1999.  

● By 2011, with an expansion in budget, and state implementation 

following a Supreme Court order, coverage had grown to 46%. 

● The key takeaway is to expand and improve school meals now for inter-

generational pay-offs not too far down in time. 
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● Girls in India finish school, get married and have children all in just a 

few years — so school-based interventions can really help. 

● The scheme has effectively been put on hold for the last one and a half 

years, as schools have been closed since March 2020. Although dry 

foodgrains or cash transfers have been provided to families instead, 

food and education advocates have warned that this would not have the 

same impact as hot cooked meals on the school premises, especially for 

girl children who face more discrimination at home and are more likely 

to drop out of school due to the closures. 

● The findings of the study exacerbate concerns that the interruptions to 

schooling and to the midday meal scheme could have even longer term 

impacts, hurting the nutritional health of the next generation as well.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Midday Meal Scheme 

● The midday meal scheme was launched in 1995 to provide children in 

government schools with a free cooked meal with a minimum energy 

content of 450 kcal. 

● The Midday Meal Scheme is covered by the National Food Security Act, 

2013.  
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Security 

Pegasus spyware used to 'snoop' on Indian journalists, activists 
 

● It was reported that telephone numbers of some 40 Indian journalists 

figure in a “leaked list of potential targets for surveillance” and forensic 

tests were said to have confirmed that some of them were successfully 

snooped upon by an unidentified agency using Pegasus software. 

● Indian ministers, government officials and opposition leaders also 

figure in the list of people whose phones may have been compromised 

by the spyware. 

● The spyware Pegasus is apparently sold to governments around the 

world by NSO group, an Israeli company.  

● It can be used to snoop on phones that run on Android and iOS systems. 

● Seventeen international media groups, including The Guardian and The 

Washington Post, led the investigation into how Pegasus was used to 

allegedly extract messages and information from the phones of 

journalists, politicians and activists. 

 

 

Environment and Ecology 

China denies politics behind UNESCO move on Barrier Reef 
● UNESCO has recommended placing the Great Barrier Reef on its 

endangered list. 

● The Great Barrier Reef has been put on a list of World Heritage sites that 

could be put on the in-danger list after losing half of its corals since 

1995. 

● Australia has assailed the move, blaming global warming for the loss. 

● But UNESCO experts argued that pollution run-off has contributed to 

the loss. 

● China, responding to “Australian government allegations” that Beijing 

pressed to have the Barrier Reef listed as endangered, said the decision 

was based “on reports and data provided by Australia itself.” “Australia 

should fulfil its obligations to protect world heritage sites instead of 
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making baseless accusations against other members” of UNESCO, he 

added.  

● Both China and Australia are among the 21 nations on the heritage 

committee, which is evaluating nearly 50 sites that could be added to its 

more than 1,100 World Heritage list. 

 

Governance 

Lokpal yet to get director of inquiry 
● An RTI query filed by this journalist regarding the appointment of 

director of inquiry. 

● The CVC was also asked to provide details of the director of inquiry and 

cases referred to it by the Lokpal for conducting preliminary inquiries. 

● To which the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) said “More than two 

years after the Lokpal came into being, the Centre is yet to appoint a 

director of inquiry for conducting a preliminary inquiry into graft 

complaints sent by the anti-corruption ombudsman. 

 

Lokpal 

● The Lokpal, the apex body to inquire and investigate graft complaints 

against public functionaries, came into being with the appointment of its 

chairperson and members in March 2019. 

● According to the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, there shall be a 

director of inquiry, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the 

Government of India, who shall be appointed by the Central government 

for conducting preliminary inquiries referred to the Central Vigilance 

Commission (CVC) by the Lokpal. 

● According to provisions contained under Section 20 (1) (b) of the 

Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, complaints in respect of public 

servants belonging to groups A, B, C or D are referred by the Lokpal to 

the CVC for a preliminary inquiry. 

● The CVC forwards such references to the concerned chief vigilance 

officer for a preliminary inquiry and report. 
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Could balloons power uncensored Internet in Cuba?   
     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
● Florida’s Republican governor, Ron DeSantis, called this week on the 

administration of President Joe Biden to greenlight a plan to transmit 

the Internet to people in Cuba via high-altitude balloons when their 

government has blocked access. 

Can the Internet be delivered by balloon? 

● For years, Alphabet, the parent company of Google worked to perfect an 

Internet-balloon division service called Loon. It shut down that project, 

saying it wasn’t commercially viable. 

● Prior to the shutdown, Loon balloons had been providing service in 

mountainous areas in Kenya through a partnership with a local telecom, 

Telkom Kenya.  

● The service also helped provide wireless communications in Puerto 

Rico in the aftermath of Hurricane Maria, which destroyed the island’s 

mobile network.  

How does that work? 

● The Loon balloons were effectively cell towers the size of a tennis court.  

● They floated 60,000 to 75,000 feet above the Earth, well above 

commercial jetliner routes. 
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● Made of the commonplace plastic polyethylene, the balloons used solar 

panels for electricity and could deliver service to smartphones in 

partnership with a local telecom. 

● Each balloon could serve thousands of people, the company said.  

Challenges Challenges in delivering internet by balloon 

● They had to be replaced every five months or so because of the harsh 

conditions in the stratosphere.  

● The balloons could be difficult to control. 

 

 

Indian Navy accepts first batch of two MH-60r Multi Role 

Helicopters (MRH) 
 

 
● Indian Navy accepted the first two of its MH-60R Multi Role Helicopters 

(MRH) from the US Navy in a ceremony held at Naval Air Station North 

Island, San Diego on 16 Jul 21.  

● MH-60R helicopters manufactured by Lockheed Martin Corporation, 

USA is an all-weather helicopter designed to support multiple missions 

with state of the art avionics sensors.  
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State news 
What's the truth of cracks in KRS dam? 

● Mandya MP Sumalatha Ambarish's claim that the Krishnaraja Sagara 

(KRS) dam built across the river Cauvery has developed cracks due to 

illegal quarrying and blasting around it has created a controversy. 

● The KRS dam, which can store 49.45 thousand million cubic feet of 

water, is smaller than several other dams in the state but four crore 

people from Karnataka and Tamil Nadu depend on its water for 

irrigation and domestic purposes. 

● Besides supplying potable water to Bengaluru and most parts of 

Mysore, Mandya, Chamarajanagar and Ramanagara districts, the dam 

also irrigates 3.3 lakh acres of farmland.  

● It also fills up lakes in its command area through a network of canals.  

● Apparently uninterrupted illegal mining and blast occurrences" have 

caused pollution, damaged houses, contaminated potable water and 

created a scarcity of livestock fodder in the vicinity of the dam. 

● Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Limited, the state government agency 

which operates the dam, has dismissed the claim, saying the dam is safe 

and there are no structural defects in it.  

● The KRS dam is 89 years old (it was completed in 1932 after 21 years of 

construction) and its life expectancy is one hundred years.  

● But according to a report titled 'Ageing water infrastructure: An 

emerging global risk' by United Nations University’s Institute for Water, 

Environment and Health, all dams aged 50 years or more pose a threat. 

By 2025, India will have 1,000 large dams that are over 50 years old, the 

report adds.  
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60,000 kids in Karnataka 'out of school' in 2020-21, private schools 

claim in survey 

● The survey was conducted by the Associated Management of Primary 

and Secondary Schools in Karnataka (KAMS). 

● Around 250 private unaided schools participated in the survey. 

● As many as 60,000 students in the state are practically out of school as 

they have not renewed their enrollment or participated in academic 

activities during 2020-21 academic year, but present only in the 

government records. 

● The schools were forced to upload the data on the portals. The students 

have not renewed their admissions. Neither did they take transfer 

certificates nor attended the activities conducted by the schools. 

● According to schools which took part in the survey, a majority of the 

children were fee defaulters. "Only 45% of the parents have paid 100% 

fees during the 2020-21 academic year and 17% paid 75% fees and 9% 

of the parents paid 25% of the fees during the academic year. 

● The association has also submitted the survey outcome to the Karnataka 

High Court. 
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20/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

Bombay HC: For how many years will people languish in jail 

without trial 
● The Bombay High Court has said, “Speedy trial is a fundamental 

right”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

● The Bench expressed concern over prisoners languishing in jail without 

trial. 

● The court was hearing a petition, filed through senior advocate Mihir 

Desai, seeking a judicial probe into Stan Swamy’s death on July 5. Mr. 

Desai told the court that he was not looking for the cause of the death, 

but an inquiry into what happened in jail that ultimately led to his 

death. 

● The right to a speedy trial is a fundamental right inherent under Article 

21 of the constitution which provides for the right to life and personal 

liberties.  

● Article 21 declares that “no person shall be deprived of his life or 

personal liberty except according to the procedure laid by law.” 

● Indian Constitution provides that whenever there is a violation of 

fundamental rights, a person can move to the Supreme Court under 

Article 32 and to the High Court under Article 226 of the Constitution.  

 

Health 

Oxfam report highlights sharp inequalities in health indicators 
● The report titled “India Inequality Report 2021: India’s Unequal 

Healthcare Story” has been published by Oxfam India. 

● Sharp inequalities exist across different caste, religious, class and 

gender categories on various health indicators. 

● Report shows that the “general category is better off than the SCs and 

STs, Hindus are better off than Muslims, the rich are better off than the 

poor, men are better off than women, and the urban population is better 

off than the rural population” on most health determinants, 

interventions and indicators.  
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● The report shows that while women’s literacy has improved across 

social groups over the years, SC and ST women lag behind the general 

category by 18.6% and 27.9%, respectively. There exists a gap of 55.1% 

between the top and bottom 20% of the population in 2015-16. Though 

the female literacy rate among Muslims (64.3%) is lower than all 

religious groups, inequality has reduced over time. 

● As far as sanitation is concerned, 65.7% households have access to 

improved, non-shared sanitation facilities in the general category while 

SC households are 28.5% behind them and ST are 39.8% behind them. 

While 93.4% of households in the top 20% have access to improved 

sanitation, only 6% have access in the bottom 20 % — a difference of 

87.4%. 

● The share of institutional deliveries in India has increased from 38.7% 

in 2005-06 to 78.9% in 2015-16, but inequalities persist with ST 

households 15% below the general category, Muslims 12% behind 

Hindus and a 35% gap between the poorest and richest 20% of the 

population. 

● Similarly, immunisation in ST households at 55.8% is still 6.2% below 

the national average, and Muslims have the lowest rate across all socio-

religious groups at 55.4%. 

● Life expectancy based on wealth is 65.1 years for the bottom 20% of the 

households, while it is 72.7 years for the top 20%. Similarly, on an 

average, an upper caste woman lives 15 years longer than a Dalit 

woman. 
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Security 

Rahul Gandhi, Prashant Kishor, ex-EC Lavasa on list of potential 

spyware targets 
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● Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi, former election 

commissioner Ashok Lavasa, election strategist Prashant Kishor, 

Trinamool Congress leader Abhishek Banerjee and Union Ministers 

Ashwini Vaishnaw and Prahlad Patel appeared on a leaked list of 

“potential” or actual targets for spying by Israeli company NSO's 

Pegasus spyware.  

● The phones targeted were infiltrated by a malicious software called 

Pegasus, which is sold by the NSO Group.  

● The spyware can secretly unlock the target’s phone, computer or other 

devices, collect information and transfer it to another device without 

the permission of the user.  

● The Israeli company has said it sells Pegasus only to government 

agencies to fight terrorism and other serious crimes and that it does not 

operate the spyware licensed to its clients.  

 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Climate change has added over 1,000 lakes in Swiss Alps: study 
● According to the study published by the Swiss Federal Institute of 

Aquatic Science and Technology (Eawag), Climate change has 

dramatically altered the Swiss Alp landscape at a quicker pace than 

expected. 

● The inventory of Swiss Glacial lakes showed that almost 1,200 new 

lakes have formed in formerly glaciated regions of the Swiss Alps since 

the end of the Little Ice Age around 1850. 

● Marked acceleration in lake formation was also surprising, pointing out 

that “180 have been added in the last decade alone”. 

● Glaciers in the Swiss Alps are in steady decline, losing a full 2% of their 

volume in 2020 alone, according to an annual study by the Swiss 

Academies of Science. 

● And even if the world were to fully implement the 2015 Paris 

Agreement two-thirds of the Alpine glaciers will likely be lost, according 

to a 2019 study by the ETH technical university. 
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Alps 

● The Alps are the highest and most extensive mountain range system 

that lies entirely in Europe. 

● It stretches across eight Alpine countries (from west to east): France, 

Switzerland, Monaco, Italy, Liechtenstein, Austria, Germany, and 

Slovenia. 

● The mountains were formed over tens of millions of years as the African 

and Eurasian tectonic plates collided. Extreme shortening caused by the 

event resulted in marine sedimentary rocks rising by thrusting and 

folding into high mountain peaks such as Mont Blanc and the 

Matterhorn. 

● Mont Blanc spans the French–Italian border, and at 4,809 m (15,778 ft) 

is the highest mountain in the Alps. 

● The Alps cover 60% of Switzerland's total 41,285 square kilometres of 

surface area. 
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Space 

What makes NASA’s new spacecraft NEA Scout special? 

 

 

● Recently NASA announced that its new spacecraft, named NEA Scout. 

● NEA Scout is one of several payloads that will hitch a ride on Artemis I, 

which is expected to be launched in November 2021. 

● Artemis I will be an uncrewed testflight of the Orion spacecraft and SLS 

rocket.  

● Under the Artemis programme, NASA has aimed to land the first woman 

on the Moon in 2024 and also establish sustainable lunar exploration 

programs by 2030. 

Near-Earth Asteroid Scout 

● NEA Scout is a small spacecraft, about the size of a big shoebox.  

● Its main mission is to fly by and collect data from a near-Earth asteroid.  

● It will also be America’s first interplanetary mission using a special solar 

sail propulsion. 
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● NEA Scout is equipped with special cameras and can take pictures 

ranging from 50 cm/pixels to 10 cm/pixels. 

● The images gathered by NEA Scout will provide critical information on 

the asteroid’s physical properties such as orbit, shape, volume, rotation, 

the dust and debris field surrounding it, plus its surface properties. 

Need to study near-Earth asteroids 

● Despite their size, some of these small asteroids could pose a threat to 

Earth.  

● Understanding their properties could help us develop strategies for 

reducing the potential damage caused in the event of an impact.  

● Scientists will use this data to determine what is required to reduce risk, 

increase effectiveness, and improve the design and operations of robotic 

and human space exploration. 

 

Economy 

Green National Highway Corridor Project 
● The Government had signed a loan agreement with the World Bank to 

develop Green National Highway Corridors (GNHCP).  

● The project includes Upgradation of about 781 km length of various 

National Highways passing through the states of Rajasthan, Himachal 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.  

● The schedule date of completion is December, 2025. 

● Green National Highways Corridor Project started with an aim to 

construct 783 km of highways in various geographies by integrating 

safe and green technology designs such as local and marginal materials, 

industrial by-products and other bioengineering solutions 

● Three components of the project are: 

○ Sustainable development and maintenance of National Highways,  

○ Institutional Capacity Enhancement, Road Safety and  

○ Research and Development. 
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Government launches National Logistics Excellence Awards 

● With a view to turn the spotlight on the logistics sector, the Government 

today announced the launch of National Logistics Excellence Awards.  

● The awards are in two categories,  

○ The first group includes logistics infrastructure/service providers 

and  

○ Second one is for various user industries.  

● The awards will highlight best practices including consolidation, 

process standardisation, technological upgrade, digital transformations, 

and sustainable practices. 

● Through these awards we aim to turn the spotlight on logistics service 

providers who have attained operational excellence, adopted 

digitisation and technology, improved customer service and pursued 

sustainable practices, among other achievements. 

Logistic sector in India 

● Indian logistics sector has been growing at a CAGR of 10.5%, reaching 

approximately USD 215 billion in value in 2020. 

● But there are systemic, interconnected problems that must be 

addressed to enhance its efficiency.  

● Comprehensive logistics costs amount to almost 14% of India’s GDP.  

● Closing India’s competitiveness gap vis-à- vis the global average of 8 

percent, would make the Indian logistics sector advanced, organised 

and efficient, on par with global peers with the ambition of being 

amongst the top 25 countries in the global Logistics Performance Index 

(LPI). 
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State news 

Tamil Nadu’s river interlinking project 
● Karnataka government to approach the Union government to restrain 

Tamil Nadu from taking up its project of interlinking the Cauvery with 

the Gundar and the Vaigai till Karnataka’s legitimate share of surplus 

water is determined. 

● The 262 km river-linking project, which will divert 6,300 cubic feet of 

surplus water during floods and increase the groundwater levels in the 

state's southern districts to meet drinking water needs. 

● Tamil Nadu is trying to utilise a surplus of 45 Tmcft of water. This is 

against Karnataka's interest. As there is no legal provision to utilise this 

surplus water. 

● This project is not in accordance with the Interstate River Water 

Disputes Act. According to the Act, surplus water should also be 

adjudicated and the tribunal has to decide on it. So this project is against 

the law. Therefore, this is a fit case to oppose in the apex court 

● Karnataka has to approach the Cauvery Water Management Authority 

(CWMA) to settle equitable distribution of the Cauvery waters between 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu by way of an amicable settlement. 

● If Tamil Nadu is not agreeable for an amicable settlement, then the issue 

of surplus water would have to be adjudicated in terms of the Inter-

State Water Disputes Act, 1956, he suggested to the Chief Minister. 

 

Karnataka HC asks state to constitute Civil Services Board  

● The Karnataka High Court directed the state government to constitute 

the Civil Services Board (CSB) within two months as per the directions 

of the Supreme Court in the T S R Subramanian case in 2013. 

● The bench said it expected the state government to take immediate 

steps to constitute the CSB at the earliest. “We make it clear that the said 

constitution of the CSB shall be made expeditiously, at any rate, within 

an outer limit of two months from the date of receipt of a copy of this 

order." 
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Civil Services Board (CSB) 

● The Civil Services Board is responsible for the entry-level recruitment 

and subsequent job promotions below the rank of Joint Secretary. 

● As per a state government notification dated June 2, CSB will be headed 

by Chief Secretary, with Personal Secretary, and either Financial 

Commissioner (Revenue) or Home Secretary (who so ever is senior in 

the pecking order) as its members. 

● The board provides for the state to follow the Centre’s guidelines on 

giving a fixed tenure of at least two years for cadre officers. 

● They cannot be transferred before that and if anyone recommends their 

transfer then the board will examine and affect it. 

● The final authority is the Chief Minister. 
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21/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

The Supreme Court struck down certain provisions of the 97th 

Constitution Act 
● In a major boost for federalism, the Supreme Court struck down part of 

the 97th Amendment Act, 2011.    

● It shrank the exclusive authority of States over its co-operative societies, 

a sector considered as a massive contributor to the economy. 

● As per Article 368(2) of the Constitution working of cooperative 

societies working within a state, saying the subject matter fell in the 

state list and “belongs wholly and exclusively to the State legislatures to 

legislate upon” and any change would require the ratification by at least 

one-half of the state legislatures.   

97th Constitutional Amendment: 

● The 97th constitutional amendment dealt with issues relating to the 

effective management of co-operative societies in the country. 

● In Part III of the constitution, “Cooperative Societies” was added and 

also makes the Right to form cooperatives as a fundamental right. 

● Part IVa of new Article 43B was inserted, which says: “The state shall 

endeavour to promote voluntary formation, autonomous functioning, 

democratic control and professional management of the co-operative 

societies”. 

Verdicts of Gujarat High Court. 

● The High Court verdict came on a PIL challenging the legality of the 97th 

constitutional amendment on the ground that the Centre had no 

legislative competence to enact law for cooperative societies which is 

exclusively a state subject under the scheme of the Constitution. 

● The court also examined a question whether the provision denuded 

states of their exclusive power to enact laws to deal with management 

of cooperative societies. 

● The PIL petitioner had also  contended that as per the provisions of 

Article 368 of the Constitution, if Parliament intends to amend or delete 

any of the lists in the seventh schedule, such Amendment shall require 
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to be ratified by the legislature of not less than one half of the states by 

resolution to the effect passed by those legislatures before the bill 

making provisions for such amendment is presented to the President 

for Assent. 

● The High Court had held that certain provisions of the amendment 

pertaining to cooperative societies violated the basic structure of 

federalism. 

  

Details of Verdict. 

●  The ruling came from a bench of Justices R F Nariman, K M Joseph and B 

R Gavai of the Supreme Court that upheld the 2013 Gujarat High Court 

verdict that struck down parts of the 97th amendment. 

● The supreme court had said if the Centre wanted to achieve uniformity 

then the only way available was to take the recourse under Article 252 

of the Constitution which deals with the power of Parliament to legislate 

for two or more states by consent. 

● Justice Nariman declared that majority on the Bench declared that Part 

IXB of the Constitution is operative only insofar as it concerns multi-

State cooperative societies both within the various States and in the 

Union Territories 

  

Importance of federalism 

●  The judgment may be significant in the background of fears voiced by 

States whether the new Central Ministry of Cooperation would dis-

empower them. 

● The Court also elaborates that there can be no doubt that our 

Constitution has been described as quasi-federal in that, so far as 

legislative powers are concerned, though there is a tilt in favour of the 

Centre vis-à-vis the States given the federal supremacy principle, the 

States have exclusive power to legislate on topics reserved exclusively 

to them. 
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International Relations 

India is welcome to join China-South Asia grouping  
● Bangladesh Foreign Minister has stated that India is welcome to join the 

China-led South Asian initiative for COVID-19 vaccines and poverty 

alleviation and has denied the allegations that the newly launched six-

nation China-South Asia grouping was meant to exclude India.  

● The poverty alleviation centre was envisioned to deal with economic 

issues arising in South Asia due to COVID, and an e- commerce economic 

cooperation forum and an emergency storage facility for vaccines. 

● The china-south Asia centre, now being established in the southern 

Chinese city of Chongqing. 

● China, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka are 

Members Countries in the China-South Asia grouping.  

● India, Bhutan and the Maldives are the other SAARC countries that are 

not part of this initiative.  

● China 's strategy to contain and undermine India's role in the South 

Asian region through developmental aid. This can be seen in the Minus-

India Initiative, Combinations of all SAARC member countries other 

than India, Maldives and Bhutan. 

● Countering Quad: The China-led bloc could be its plan to create what 

some call a northern Himalayan Quad aimed at countering the US-led 

Quad of which India is an active member. 

  

Economy 

ADB trims FY22 growth forecast to 10% 
● ADO (Asian Development Outlook) is a series of annual economic 

reports on the Developing Member Countries (DMCs) of the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB).  

● It aims to promote social and economic development in Asia and the 

Pacific, it was established in 1966. It forecasts India reported under the 

supplement. 

● The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has downgraded India's economic 

growth forecast for the current financial year to 10 percent, from 11  
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percent projected.                                                                                                                                       

earlier this year, mainly on account of the adverse impact of the 

coronavirus pandemic second wave. 

 

Environment 

Water harvesting structures to be studied in Rajasthan 
● The water harvesting structures in the villages of Rajasthan, including 

ponds, anicuts, check dams, ‘johads’ and ‘nadis’, will be studied to find 

out their contribution to the increase in groundwater level.  

● The water harvesting structures were mostly constructed under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme 

(MGNREGS). 

● Despite the famine and drought situations arising several times in the 

past in Rajasthan, the water availability has increased in the areas with 

low rainfall following the construction of water harvesting structures. 

● The scheme, which was launched in the State in August 2019, lays 

emphasis on retaining the water in the agricultural fields.  

 

 

 

Defence 

Defence Ministry clears Navy proposal to issue mega tender for 

submarines 
● The Defence Ministry on Friday cleared a mega project to build six 

conventional submarines for the Indian Navy at a cost of around Rs 

43,000 crore, a decision aimed at narrowing the gap with the growing 

naval prowess of China. 

● The decision was taken at a meeting of the Defence Acquisition Council 

(DAC) chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh. 

● The DAC is the Defence Ministry's highest decision-making body on 

procurement. 

● The sources said the Request for Proposal (RFP) for the make-in-India 

project named 'P-75 India' will be issued soon. 
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Project 75 India (P-75I) 

● P75I was first cleared in 2007, but lay dormant until now after 

undergoing numerous changes. 

● The P75I project is part of a 30-year submarine building plan that ends 

in 2030. 

● The project cost is about Rs. 45,000 crore. 

● As part of this plan, India was to build 24 submarines — 18 

conventional submarines and six nuclear-powered submarines (SSNs) 

— as an effective deterrent against China and Pakistan. 

● This project envisages the construction of six conventional submarines 

with better sensors and weapons and the Air Independent Propulsion 

System (AIP). 

● The project has been cleared under the strategic partnership model. 

 

Health 

Two-thirds of Indians have antibodies, shows ICMR survey 
● The fourth national COVID serosurvey has been conducted by Indian 

Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

● The two-thirds of the general population had SARS-CoV-2 antibodies as 

per the survey. 

● While one-third does not have antibodies, making approximately 40 

crore people still vulnerable to infections. 

● The survey noted that more than half of the children (6-17 yr) were 

seropositive while sero-prevalence was similar in rural and urban areas.  

● It was also found that 85% of health care workers (HCWs) had 

antibodies against SARS-CoV-2 while one-tenth of the HCWs were 

unvaccinated. 

● For the survey 28,975 adults and children aged 6-17 years were 

surveyed along with 7,252 HCWs and was conducted in the same 70 

districts across 21 States, where the three earlier rounds were done. 
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Economy 

Aqua farmers in A.P. sign up to sell produce through e-Santa 
● Many aquaculture farmers in the State are planning to update the 

details of their produce online and market their stocks through e-Santa, 

an electronic marketplace to export marine products. 

● Online marketing, e-Santa (shandy) launched by the Union Minister for 

Commerce and Industry is a platform to connect aqua farmers and 

buyers across the country, to avoid middlemen.  

● Producers and exporters who are registered with Marine Products 

Export Development Authority (MPEDA) can trade online on the 

platform. 

● The system will provide direct connectivity to farmers and exporters 

and the producer will get a good price, depending upon the quality of 

the produce. 

● e-Santa will help farmers get good returns for their produce and avoid 

middlemen. Small and medium farmers too can market their stocks 

through electronic marketing. 

 

State news 

Snares turn silent killer of leopards in Karnataka 
● Wire snares have turned out to be silent killers of leopards. 

● A study was conducted by researchers from the Nature Conservation 

Foundation showing that about 60 percent of the big cats succumb to 

injuries caused by the cheap but deadly trap, most of which are set up to 

catch wild boars. 

● The study analysed 113 reported incidents of leopards snared across 

Karnataka from January 2009 to December 2020.  

● Though non-linear, the number of such incidents has gone up multifold 

from three in 2009 to 13 in 2015. Amid the pandemic, nine incidents 

were reported last year. 

● The dominant reason for setting the snares was for killing wild boars at 

66.7 percent (52 incidents) followed by other wildlife (30.8per cent). 
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● As wild boars are blamed for crop loss, farmers intensify efforts to snare 

them during the monsoon and post-monsoon period. Leopards have 

become incidental casualties in this conflict. 

 

Leopard 

 

● The leopard (Panthera pardus) is one of the five extant species in the 

genus Panthera, a member of the cat family, Felidae. 

● It occurs in a wide range in sub-Saharan Africa, in some parts of 

Western and Central Asia, Southern Russia, and on the Indian 

subcontinent to Southeast and East Asia. 

● It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List. 

● The leopard populations are threatened by habitat loss and 

fragmentation, and are declining in large parts of the global range. 
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Pegasus snooped on Karnataka leaders, their aides just before 

Congress-JD(S) government toppled in 2019: Report 
● A possible link of using Pegasus spyware to topple the JD(S)-Congress 

government in Karnataka two years ago emerged with a leaked 

database showing that G Parameshwara, close aides of H D 

Kumaraswamy and Siddaramaiah, and a policeman attached with 

former Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda were chosen as targets for 

surveillance just before the coalition lost power. 

● In the absence of digital forensics, it is not possible to conclusively 

establish whether these Karnataka politician-linked phones were 

infected or subjected to an attempted hack. 

● However, the timing surrounding their selections as possible candidates 

for surveillance is crucial as during the political power game that played 

out, the Congress and the JD(S) alleged that the BJP, actively backed by 

the Union government, was attempting to topple their coalition 

government by poaching their party legislators. 

Pegasus 

● Founded in 2010, the NSO Group is best known for having created 

Pegasus, a spyware. 

● It allows those operating it to remotely hack into smartphones and gain 

access to their contents and functions, including the microphone and 

camera.  

● The company has always insisted Pegasus is not sold to private entities 

or even to any and every government. 
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22/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

HC stays Arunachal’s entry permit notification 
● Arunachal Pradesh had recently issued a notification allowing 

temporary entry permits for “developmental works in public and 

private sectors” only to those vaccinated against COVID-19. 

● The state government submitted that in view of the rising cases, the 

clause was a “reasonable restriction” issued with the sole objective of 

containing the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Details of Judgement 

● The Gauhati High Court has stayed a notification by the Arunachal 

Pradesh government that said temporary permits to enter the state for 

work could be issued to only those who had been vaccinated against 

Covid-19.  

● The court held that the particular clause of the notification violated 

articles 14, 19 (1) (d) and 21 of the Constitution that dealt with right to 

equality before law, freedom to move freely throughout India and right 

to life and livelihood respectively. 

 

Permit Notification: 

● ILP( Inner Line Permit ) is an official travel document which allows 

inward travel of an Indian citizen into a protected/restricted area for a 

limited period. 

● Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram are protected by the Inner 

Line permit, and lately, Manipur was brought under the purview of the 

ILP System in December 2019. The concept originates from the Bengal 

Eastern Frontier Regulation Act (BEFR), 1873. 

● It is issued by the concerned State Government and can be issued for 

travel purposes solely. 
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International Relations 

U.K. wants a new trade deal for N. Ireland 
● The U.K. government has demanded the European Union re-negotiate 

post-Brexit trading arrangements for Northern Ireland after rioting and 

business disruption hit the restive province. 

● The rift over post-Brexit trade rules for Northern Ireland is threatening 

to become a full-scale confrontation between Britain and the European 

Union. 

Background about Northern Ireland Protocol 

● The Northern Ireland frontier is long-contested. Parts of it were fortified 

during the decades of violence known as The Troubles. 

● The protocol was painstakingly negotiated to avoid a hard border with 

Ireland, by effectively keeping Northern Ireland in the EU’s single 

market, meaning it complies with standards set by Brussels. 

● The single market allowed goods to flow freely across European borders 

without checks. 

key contentions 

● It requires more checks on goods entering Northern Ireland from 

mainland Britain, effectively creating a border down the Irish Sea and 

dividing the UK. Faced with all the new bureaucracy, some British 

companies have stopped supplying stores in Northern Ireland, saying 

they simply can’t handle the added paperwork now needed. 

● For some in Northern Ireland who want the region to remain part of the 

UK, it feels as if their British identity is under threat. 

● Beyond the trade concerns, there are also fears about the fragility of 

Northern Ireland peace. 

● EU leaders believe that the bloc’s existential interests are being put at 

risk. 

EU concern: 

● The European commission, the EU said that they are ready to continue 

searching for "creative solutions", but it will not agree to a renegotiation 

and rejected the offer. 
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 Internal Security 

India signed 26 pacts to fight drug menace. 
● The Ministry of Home Affairs(MHA) has informed the Lok Sabha about 

the steps taken by the Government to combat illicit trafficking of 

narcotics, drugs, and psychotropic substances, besides chemical 

precursors. 

● Steps taken to coordinate with International Organizations: 

● India has signed 26 bilateral pacts, 15 memoranda of understanding and 

two agreements on security cooperation with different countries for 

combating illicit trafficking of narcotics, drugs, psychotropic substances 

and even their chemical precursors. 

● India is signatory of the following International treaties and 

conventions to combat the menace of Drug Abuse which have the dual 

objectives of limiting the use of narcotics drugs and psychotropic 

substances for medical and scientific purposes as well as preventing the 

abuse of the same: 

○ United Nations (UN) Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961),  

○ UN Convention on Psychotropic Substances (1971), 

○ UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances (1988),  

○ UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) 

2000.   

● The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) coordinated with various 

international organisations for sharing information and intelligence to 

combat transnational drug trafficking. They include: 

○ The SAARC Drug Offences Monitoring Desk, 

○ Colombo Plan,  

○ Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Senior Officials 

on Drug Matters (ASOD),  

○ Bay of Bengal Initiative For Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Co-Operation (BIMSTEC),  

○ United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and  

○ The International Narcotics Control Board (INCB). 
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●  Steps taken by the indian govt to combat Illicit Trafficking of drugs: 

○ Launching of e-portal SIMS, A Joint Coordination Committee with 

the NCB Director General as its chairman was set up to monitor 

the investigation into cases involving large seizures. 

○ For coordination among various Central and State agencies, the 

Narco Coordination Centre (NCORD) mechanism was set up by 

the MHA in 2016 for effective drug law enforcement. This NCORD 

system has been restructured into a four-tier scheme up to 

district level for better coordination. 

○ The MHA has launched an e-portal called ‘SIMS’ (Seizure 

Information Management System) in 2019 for all drug law 

enforcement agencies under the mandate of Narcotics Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act (NDPS). 

 

Defence 

Lightweight anti-tank missile tested by DRDO 
● A new generation of Akash surface-to-air missile was successfully flight-

tested by the DRDO from an integrated test range off the Odisha coast in 

a boost to air defence capabilities. 

● The Akash-NG will improve IAF air defence capabilities, the new variant 

of the Akash missile ( Akash-NG) has a slightly better range compared to 

the original version that can strike targets at a distance of around 25 

km. 

● The Akash missile system has been developed by the DRDO’s laboratory 

in Hyderabad in collaboration with other wings of the premier defence 

research organisation. It is a medium-range mobile surface-to-air 

missile system. 

● The DRDO also flight-tested indigenously developed low weight, fire 

and forget third-generation man-portable (MPATGM ) Man Portable 

Anti-tank guided missile. 
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Culture 

Gwalior, Orchha in UNESCO’s ‘Historic Urban Landscape’ 

project 
● Gwalior and Orchha cities in Madhya Pradesh were selected by UNESCO 

under its ‘Historic Urban Landscape Project’ that began in 2011.  

● The project aims at the inclusive and well-planned development of fast-

growing historical cities while preserving their cultural and heritage 

value. 

● UNESCO will devise the development and management plan for Gwalior 

and Orchha under its project that will aid in boosting tourism in Madhya 

Pradesh and creating employment opportunities. 

● UNESCO along with the Government of India and Madhya Pradesh will 

focus on improving the cultural and historical aspects of both cities. 

UNESCO’s ‘Historic Urban Landscape’ project 

● UNESCO’s General Conference on November 10, 2011, adopted the 

Recommendation on the ‘Historic Urban Landscape (HUL)’. 

● The Recommendation defines the Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) as 

the urban area that is a result of natural and cultural values and 

attributes, including the area’s geomorphology, topography, natural 

features, land use patterns, social and cultural practices, etc. 

● The Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) project aims at the inclusive and 

well-planned development of fast-growing historical cities while 

preserving their cultural and heritage value. 

● The Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) project offers a comprehensive 

and integrated approach for the identification, assessment, 

conservation, and management of historic urban landscapes within a 

sustainable development framework. 
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Governance 

NIDHI4COVID: Indian Startups igniting ray of hope in fight 

against COVID-19 
● NIDHI4COVID 2.0 initiative has been devised as a rapid response to 

support startup driven solutions, which would be helpful in tackling the 

current challenging COVID-19 situation in the country. 

● KIIT- Technology Business Incubator, a Centre of Excellence supported 

by DST, has been selected as the Implementing Agency of NIDHI4COVID 

2.0 initiative.  

● In this, KIIT-TBI will work closely together with DST to support 

promising startups with upto 50 lakhs funding assistance under the 

program. 

● The initiative aims at introducing indigenous solutions and innovative 

products which would aid the nation in the fight against the COVID-19 

pandemic effectively. 

● Under the NIDHI4COVID programme, Startups whose 

technologies/products are of huge importance in the war against COVID 

would be considered for Seed Support through the DST supported 

network of Technology Business Incubators. 

● Financial and mentoring support would be offered to recommended 

promising startups for scaling up their products/technologies to the 

next level and speeding up their processes, helping them reach the 

product deployment stage as fast as possible. 
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State news 

Water level crosses 100-feet mark in KRS dam 
● The inflow to the Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) dam crossed the 100-feet 

mark with copious rain in the Kodagu district and Cauvery catchment 

areas.  

● The water level of the dam on July 20 2021 was 100.05 feet as against 

the maximum level of 124.80 feet. The inflow to the KRS dam was 

12,861 cusec and outflow 2,228 cusec. 

KrishnaRajaSagara Dam 

● Krishna Raja Sagara, also popularly known as KRS, is a lake and the dam 

that creates it. They are close to the settlement of Krishna raja sagara in 

the Indian State of Karnataka.  

● The gravity dam made of surkhi mortar is below the confluence of river 

Kaveri with its tributaries Hemavati and Lakshmana Tirtha, in the 

district of Mandya. 

● Krishna Raja Wadiyar IV Maharaj of Mysore constructed the dam during 

famine despite the critical financial condition in the State. One of the 

architects of the dam was Chief Engineer of Mysore M. Visvesvaraya. 

 

Karnataka government cuts stamp duty on registration of low-

cost apartments 
● The Karnataka Cabinet decided to slash stamp duty on registration of 

apartments that cost Rs 35-45 lakh from 5 per cent to 3 per cent. 

● This will be applicable for the first registration of these apartments. 

● A cut in stamp duty reduces a homebuyer's cost and is therefore 

considered positive for the real estate sector, which has been struggling 

for the past few years. 

● Stamp duty is the fee paid at the time of the registration of the property 

and varies from state to state. 

● The Karnataka government’s decision to slash stamp duty will help 

affordable-home buyers, reduce their financial stress and foster demand 

creation for low- and mid-income housing.   

 



 
 

 
 

             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs

                         COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com ENQUIRY 

9654506161 

 

23/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

High Court appointments an ongoing process, Law Ministry 

informs Rajya Sabha 
● The Law Ministry informed the Rajya Sabha about the ongoing process 

of High Court appointments.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

● It said The Supreme Court Collegium, in the past one year, has 

recommended 80 names to be appointed as judges of various high 

courts, out of which 45 were appointed as judges and the remaining are 

under various stages of processing. 

● The Minister pointed out that filling up of vacancies in the higher 

judiciary is a continuous, integrated and collaborative process between 

the Executive and the Judiciary, requiring consultation and approval 

from Constitutional authorities at the State as well as Central level. 

● Hence, the time needed for filling up of vacancies of the judges in the 

higher judiciary cannot be indicated.  

● The total sanctioned strength of judges across the 25 high courts is 

1,098 but the working strength is only 645, a shortfall of 453 judges. 

Appointment to High Court 

● As per Article 217, Every Judge of a High Court shall be appointed by the 

President by warrant under his hand and seal. 

● It's done after consultation with the Chief Justice of India, the Governor 

of the State, and, in the case of appointment of a Judge other than the 

chief Justice, the chief Justice of the High court. 

● No judge should be of more than 62 years of age. 

Eligibility Criteria for High Court Judge 

● The person should have been a Barrister for more than five years  

● Has been a civil servant for over 10 years along with serving the Zila 

court for at least 3 years  

● A person who has been a pleader for over 10 years in any High Court. 
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Environment and Ecology 

Study finds microplastics pollution in the Ganga 
● The study, ‘Quantitative analysis of Microplastics by Delhi-based 

environment NGO Toxics Link along River Ganga’ based on an analysis 

of water samples at Haridwar, Kanpur and Varanasi has revealed 

pollution by microplastic. 

● The Ganga flows across five States and has been at the centre of a 

massive multi-crore undertaking by the Centre, in the form of the 

National Mission for Clean Ganga, to rid it of contamination. 

Microplastics 

● Microplastics are defined as synthetic solid particles sized ranging 1 

micrometre (μm) to 5 millimetre (mm), which are insoluble in water. 

● They are recognised as a major source of marine pollution. Untreated 

sewage from many cities along the river’s course, industrial waste and 

religious offerings wrapped in non-degradable plastics pile pollutants 

into the river as it flows through several densely populated cities.  

● The plastic products and waste materials released or dumped in the 

river break down and are eventually broken down into micro particles 

and the river finally transports significantly large quantities 

downstream into the ocean, which is the ultimate sink of all plastics 

being used by humans. 

● The shapes and nature of the observed resins ranged from fibres to 

fragments, films and beads. Fragments were the predominant shape in 

all locations, followed by film and fibre. 

● Microbeads were also observed along the stretches with the most 

frequent size range observed in all the samples being <300µm. 

● Previous studies say that over 663 marine species are affected 

adversely due to marine debris and 11% of them are said to be related 

to microplastic ingestion alone. 
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Recommendations 

● We need to address the threat of plastic on aquatic life more realistically 

and with a futuristic eye.  

● Various stakeholders, including industry, the government and civil 

society organisations, need to join hands for improving plastic waste 

management and the subsequent reduction in microplastic pollution.                     

● Improving implementation of the Plastic Rules, along with enforcing a 

stricter ban on single-use plastics is a critical need. Also, there is a 

requirement for more data and research on micro-plastics and their 

impact on our river systems.      

 

Economy 

RBI plans digital currency pilots soon 
● The Reserve Bank of India is likely to soon kick off pilot projects to 

assess the viability of using digital currency to make wholesale and 

retail payments to help calibrate its strategy for introducing a full-scale 

central bank digital currency (CBDC). 

● India is already a leader in digital payments, but cash remains dominant 

for small-value transactions. 

● An official digital currency would reduce the cost of currency 

management while enabling real-time payments without any inter-bank 

settlement. 

● A high-level inter-ministerial committee set up by the Finance Ministry 

had recommended the introduction of a CBDC with changes in the legal 

framework including the RBI Act, which currently empowers the RBI to 

regulate issuance of bank notes. 

● Some key issues are being examined:  

○ Whether they should be used in retail or wholesale payments,  

○ The underlying technology,  

○ If the validation mechanism should be token-based. 

● Conducting pilots in wholesale and retail segments may be a possibility 

in the near future. 
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Significance 

● “India’s fairly high currency-to-GDP ratio holds out another benefit of 

CBDC — to the extent large cash usage can be replaced by CBDC. 

● The cost of printing, transporting and storing paper currency can be 

substantially reduced. 

● Transacting with CBDC would be an instantaneous process as the need 

for inter-bank settlement would disappear as it would be a central bank 

liability handed over from one person to another.  

● Moreover, foreign trade transactions could be speeded up between 

countries adopting a CBDC. 

● They could enable a cheaper and more real-time globalisation of 

payment systems — it is conceivable for an Indian exporter to be paid 

on a real-time basis without any intermediary. 

● The risks of dollar-rupee transactions, the time zone difference in such 

transactions would virtually disappear. 

 

Polity and Governance 

Government announces portal to register children orphaned by 

COVID-19 
● Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani told the Rajya 

Sabha that the government introduced the web portal to all the States 

and Union Territories to help the orphan children claim benefits under 

the PM CARES scheme announced earlier. 

● In May 2021, the Prime Minister approved a scheme under the PM 

CARES fund for children who have lost both parents or the lone 

surviving parent or a legal guardian or an adoptive parent due to 

COVID-19. 

● The scheme provides a corpus of ₹10 lakh to each child when he or she 

turns 18 years old. This corpus will be used to give a monthly stipend 

from the age of 18 for the next five years to help with higher education.  

● At the age of 23, the beneficiary will get the entire corpus amount as one 

lump sum.  

● The government will also help with school education and extend a 

health insurance cover of ₹5 lakh under the Ayushman Bharat Scheme. 
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● According to an affidavit submitted by the National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights before the Supreme Court, 3,621 children 

were orphaned due to COVID-19 and at least 26,176 had lost a single 

parent because of the pandemic between April 1, 2020 and June 5, 2021. 

 

Polity and Governance 

National Farmers Welfare Program Implementation Committee 

office inaugurated  
● Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shri Narendra Singh 

Tomar inaugurated the office of National Farmers Welfare Program 

Implementation Committee. 

● The National Farmers Welfare Program Implementation Committee 

would act as a project monitoring unit for the implementation of  

○ PM-Kisan Yojana,  

○ Kisan Maandhan Yojana,  

○ Agriculture Infrastructure Fund and  

○ other schemes of the Department of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare. 

● Shri Tomar said that the Central Government has implemented the 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme to make 

farmers self-reliant and to provide direct income support for 

agricultural expenditure. 

● The Minister said that the Central Government along with the experts, 

IT companies of the country are working with new technology to make 

the farmers self-reliant. Various technological solutions are being 

developed through Aadhar integration with UIDAI, launch of mobile 

apps and integration with CSCs, KCC, integration with land records 

databases maintained by States/UTs. 
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Polity and Governance 

Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP) 
● Government is implementing Bhartiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP) 

as a sub scheme of Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) from 

2020-21 for the promotion of traditional indigenous practices.  

● The scheme mainly emphasizes the exclusion of all synthetic chemical 

inputs and promotes on-farm biomass recycling with major stress on 

biomass mulching; use of cow dung-urine formulations; plant-based 

preparations and time to time working of soil for aeration.  

● Under BPKP, financial assistance of Rs 12200/ha for 3 years is provided 

for cluster formation, capacity building and continuous hand holding by 

trained personnel, certification and residue analysis. 

Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) 

● Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojna (PKVY)" a sub-component of Soil 

Health Management(SHM) scheme under National Mission of 

Sustainable Agriculture(NMSA) aims at the development of sustainable 

models of organic farming. 

● It primarily aims to increase soil fertility and thereby helps in 

production of healthy food through organic practices without the use of 

agro-chemicals. 

● Under PKVY Organic farming is promoted through adoption of organic 

village by cluster approach and PGS certification. 

● The Scheme envisages: 

○ Promotion of commercial organic production through certified 

organic farming. 

○ The produce will be pesticide residue free and will contribute to 

improving the health of consumers. 

○ It will raise farmer's income and create a potential market for 

traders. 

○ It will motivate the farmers for natural resource mobilization for 

input production. 
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Environment and Ecology 

The Great Indian Bustards of Kutch: their habitats, existential 

threat 
● The Central government informed the Rajya Sabha that there were no 

Great Indian Bustards (GIB) in Kutch Bustard Sanctuary (KBS) in 

Gujarat’s Kutch district as on January 1, 2021.  

● The reply, which came in response to a question asked by Congress MP 

Shaktisinh Gohil, raised many eyebrows among conservationists and 

wildlife enthusiasts as it had come just three months after the Supreme 

Court order to power companies to place their overhead power lines 

underground in GIB habitat in Rajasthan and Kutch to save the species 

from going extinct. 

Great Indian Bustards and their habitats 

 
● GIBs are the largest among the four bustard species found in India, the 

other three being MacQueen’s bustard, lesser florican and the Bengal 

florican.  
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● GIBs’ historic range included much of the Indian sub-continent but it has 

now shrunken to just 10 percent of it.  

● Among the heaviest birds with flight, GIBs prefer grasslands as their 

habitats.  

● Being terrestrial birds, they spend most of their time on the ground with 

occasional flights to go from one part of their habitat to the other.  

● They feed on insects, lizards, grass seeds etc.  

● GIBs are considered the flagship bird species of grassland and hence 

barometers of the health of grassland ecosystems. 

 

On the brink of extinction 

● In February 2020, the Central government had told the 13th Conference 

of Parties to the United Nations Convention on Migratory Species of 

Wild Animals (CMS) held in Gandhinagar, that the GIB population in 

India had fallen to just 150.  

● Of them, 128 birds were in Rajasthan, 10 in Kutch district of Gujarat and 

a few in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. Pakistan is also 

believed to host a few GIBs.  

● The historical range of these majestic birds included much of Indian 

sub-continent but it has now shrunk by 90 per cent, experts say.  

● Due to the species’ smaller population size, the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has categorised GIBs as critically 

endangered, thus on the brink of extinction from the wild. 

Threats 

● Scientists of Wildlife Institute of India (WII) have been pointing out 

overhead power transmission lines as the biggest threat to the GIBs.  

● WII research has concluded that in Rajasthan, 18 GIBs die every year 

after colliding with overhead power lines as the birds, due to their poor 

frontal vision, can’t detect power lines in time and their weight make in-

flight quick manoeuvres difficult.  

● Coincidentally, Kutch and Thar desert are the places which have 

witnessed creation of huge renewable energy infrastructure over the 

past two decades, leading to installation of windmills and construction 

of power lines even in core GIB areas. For example, windmills whirr on 
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the north, south and western borders of the 202-hectare KBS while two 

power transmission lines run on its eastern border.  

● Change in landscape by way of farmers cultivating their land, which 

otherwise used to remain fallow due to frequent droughts in Kutch, and 

cultivation of cotton and wheat instead of pulses and fodder are also 

cited as reasons for falling GIB numbers 

 

Conservation efforts 

● In 2015, the Central government launched the GIB species recovery 

programme. Under the programme, the WII and Rajasthan forest 

department have jointly set up conservation breeding centres where 

GIB eggs harvested from the wild are incubated artificially and 

hatchlings raised in a controlled environment.  

● Till last year, nine eggs had hatched successfully and the plan is to 

create a population which can act as insurance against the threat of 

extinction and release the third generation of these captive-bred birds 

into the wild. 

 

State news 

Karnataka set to notify 10% economically weaker section 

quota soon 
● The Karnataka government will soon issue a notification giving effect to 

a 10% reservation in the state's civil services and educational 

institutions for people from the economically-weaker sections (EWS), or 

upper castes. 

● "An order will be issued soon. It will ensure 10% reservation to EWS 

from communities that were not provided reservation till now, 

● It will be applicable for students seeking admissions in institutes of 

higher education, he pointed out. "Till now, the quota was applicable 

only for central government jobs. Now, the state government has also 

approved the policy 

● Following the notification, families from upper castes with an annual 

income of below Rs 8 lakh can avail certificates classifying them under 

the EWS category. 
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● While the Centre has published a list of communities that can avail 

benefits under the EWS category, Karnataka will list all communities 

that come under the category in the upcoming notification. 

● The Constitution (103rd amendment) Act, 2019, enables people from 

EWS to claim reservation that is currently available only for the 

scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and other backward classes. 

● In January 2019, the Centre notified that 10% reservation would be 

provided in central government jobs and in admissions to educational 

institutions under the Centre for EWS persons whose family has a gross 

annual income below Rs 8 lakh. 

● The state Cabinet on 22nd july 2021 approved the EWS reservation, 

more than two years after the Centre introduced it. 

 

24/07/2021 

Polity and Governance 

NIMHANS suggests ‘Gatekeeper Model’ to prevent suicides in 

prisons 
● NIMHANS (National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences), an 

Institute of National Importance, issued a set of guidelines on the 

management of mental health issues of prisoners and prison staff. 

● It referred to the Bangalore Prison Mental Health Study, the advisory 

pointed to the prevalence of mental illness and substance use disorder 

in about 80% of the prison population. 

● The NIMHANS, Bengaluru, has recommended the “Gatekeeper Model” in 

a bid to prevent suicides triggered by mental health issues in prisons 

across the country,  

● Its a model where selected inmates, trained to identify prisoners at risk 

of suicide, would refer them to treatment or supportive services. 

● NIMHANS experts said prisoners with mental disorders had to be 

regularly assessed for severity of suicidal risk and also put on regular 

and supervised medication.  
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● To address the prisoner’s mental health needs, the correctional facility 

should have links to community-based initiatives like the District 

Mental Health Programme. 

● The advisory said the concept of a ‘Buddy System’ — social support 

through trained prisoners called “buddies” or “listeners” — was found 

to have a good impact on the well-being of suicidal prisoners.  

● Periodic telephone conversations with friends and family would also 

foster support. 

● Emphasising on the mental health of prisoners, the Ministry said 

incarcerated people could face many vulnerabilities during the 

pandemic such as anxiety, stress, deprivation of support from family, 

concern about the well-being of their loved ones etc., which might 

impact their mental wellbeing. 

● The prison staff was also working under tremendous pressure and faced 

challenges in performing their duty while safeguarding themselves from 

contracting the infection. 

e-Mulakat 

● Also, the State was in the forefront in the implementation of ePrisons 

initiatives which had several modules, including e-Mulakat that was an 

online platform enabling relatives/friends/ advocates of prisoners to 

book prior appointments for interviewing prisoners through the 

National Prisons Information Portal. This was in addition to the 

video/voice call facility through mobile phones/telephone booths. 

● Assistance for overcoming suicidal thoughts is available on the helpline 

number 104. 

 

International Relations 

Xi Jinping Visit to Tibet, first trip by a China president in 3 

decades 
● China’s President Xi Jinping this week became the first Chinese leader in 

many years to visit Tibet as well as its southeastern border region with 

India. 

● He inspected a newly opened and strategically important Sichuan-Tibet 

railway line. 
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● It is China's first bullet train line in Tibet, linking Lhasa to Nyingchi near 

the border with Arunachal Pradesh. 

● China also completed several other major infrastructure projects such 

as construction of a strategically significant highway through the Grand 

Canyon of the Yarlung Zangbo river(Brahmaputra), the “second 

significant passageway” to Medog county that borders Arunachal. 

 

 

Agreement 

● The Seventeen Point Agreement was signed on May 23, 1951. China 

refers to the agreement as heralding what it calls “the peaceful 

liberation of Tibet”.  

● The agreement has been rejected by the Dalai Lama, who has said the 

Communist Party had both forced it on Tibet and subsequently violated 

its commitments, leading him to eventually flee to India in exile in 1959. 

 

Health 

Bird Flu suspected in Kozhikode 
● Kozhikode District is on high alert after suspected Bird Flu has been 

reported from a private poultry farm. 

● The test results of samples sent to the Regional Laboratory in 

Thiruvananthapuram after 300 birds in the farm were found dead 

recently, have come out positive for Bird Flu.  

● However, the outbreak will be declared officially only after confirmation 

from Bhopal. 

● If the results from Bhopal turn positive, all the birds in the farm in 

question will be culled. 

Bird flu  

● Bird flu or avian influenza is a disease caused by avian influenza Type A 

viruses found naturally in wild birds worldwide.  

● The virus can infect domestic poultry including chickens, ducks, turkeys 

and there have been reports of H5N1 infection among pigs, cats, and 

even tigers in Thailand zoos. 
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● Avian Influenza type A viruses are classified based on two proteins on 

their surfaces – Hemagglutinin(HA) and Neuraminidase(NA). There are 

about 18 HA subtypes and 11 NA subtypes. Several combinations of 

these two proteins are possible e.g., H5N1, H7N2, H9N6, H17N10, etc. 

 

 

 

JPC on Data Protection Bill given time to submit long-pending 

report 
● The Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) examining the Personal Data 

Protection Bill was given an extension till the Winter Session of 

Parliament to submit its long-pending report. 

● The Personal Data Protection Bill seeks to regulate the use of an 

individual’s data by the government and private companies. The latest 

revelations in the Pegasus Spyware case have once again highlighted the 

lack of laws governing privacy of data in the country. 
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Environment 

SC dismisses plea against NGT ban on firecrackers in Delhi 
● The Supreme Court dismissed a challenge to a National Green Tribunal 

(NGT) ban on the sale and use of firecrackers during the COVID-19 

pandemic in the National Capital Region (NCR) and all cities and towns 

where the ambient air quality is in the poor or above categories. 

● The court reminded the petitioners, mostly firecracker manufacturers 

who said the ban was an impediment to their livelihoods, that the world 

was in the middle of a pandemic. 
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● The NGT had noted in its December 2020 order that only green crackers 

would be permitted for Christmas and New Year in areas where the 

ambient air quality was in the moderate or below categories.  

● The Tribunal had reasoned that the “right to business'' is not absolute. 

There is no right to violate air quality and noise level norms”. 

● The court agreed with the Tribunal order and said no further 

clarification was required on the issue. 

● In 2017, the apex court had banned the use and sale of toxic crackers on 

the basis of a petition filed by two infants, a six-month-old and 14-

month-old.  

● They had said the air pollution caused by various factors, especially 

firecrackers, had made Delhi a gas chamber. They pleaded for their right 

to life.  

● The court had said the sale of green and improved crackers would be 

only through licensed traders. It dismissed arguments that bursting 

crackers was a fundamental right and an essential practice during 

religious festivals like Diwali. 

● It said that Article 25 [right to religion] is subject to Article 21 [right to 

life].  

● If a particular religious practice is threatening the health and lives of 

people, such practice is not entitled to protection under Article 25.  

● The Supreme Court said that it strives at balancing two rights, namely, 

right of the petitioners under Article 21 and right of the manufacturers 

and traders under Article 19(1)(g) of the Constitution. 
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Environment and Ecology 

Monsoon revival sees rise in extreme rainfall events 

 

● Rainfall amid the monsoon’s revival since the second week of July 2021 

has seen significant variation across the country. climate scientists have 

warned that monsoon patterns, overall, have been changing. 

● Several parts of the western Konkan coast and the southern peninsula 

were seeing instances of extreme rainfall. 

● According to the India Meteorological Department data on the regional 

distribution, the ‘South Peninsula’ has seen 29% more rain than normal 

for the period from June1-July 23. 

● For the same duration, northwest and central India have seen a 10% 

and 2% deficit respectively and northeast India a 14% deficit, though 

this region has a higher base rainfall than other regions.     

● The frequency and strength of cyclones over the Arabian Sea has 

increased in the last two decades. There is a 52% increase in the 

frequency of cyclones over Arabian Sea from 2001-2019 and 8% 

decrease over the Bay of Bengal compared to 1982-2002, when 

historically most cyclones have been in the Bay of Bengal.  
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● Even the duration of these cyclones has increased by 80%. More 

cyclones were bringing in more moisture from the Arabian Sea and 

contributing to extreme rainfall events.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Polity and Governance 

MVA govt. to join Climate Group’s EV100 drive 
● The Maharashtra government announced its decision to become the 

first State in the country to join hands with Climate Group’s EV100 

campaign. 

● The drive aims to make electric transport the new normal by 2030 by 

encouraging companies to switch from vehicles running on fossil fuels 

to EVs and install charging infrastructure. 

● Climate Group, an international non-profit, will act as a bridge between 

private companies and the State government to ease the process of 

shifting their fleets to EVs.  

● Maharashtra also unveiled its electronic vehicle (EV) policy recently. 

● Maharashtra’s EV policy aims to achieve 25% electrification of last-mile 

delivery vehicles by 2025.  

● Within six months from the day of notification of the policy, e-commerce 

companies, delivery and logistics players, and mobility aggregators will 

submit EV transition plans to the Transport Department. 

● The EV100 partnership aims to build a robust demand for EVs that can 

enable key linkages for the vibrant business community in Maharashtra, 

and support faster uptake of the policy. 

● EV100 is a drive of 100% fleet transition by 2030.  
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Polity and Governance 

NSCS' Budget allocation increased 10 times in 2017-18 

● The Budget allocation for the National Security Council Secretariat 

(NSCS) increased 10 times from ₹33.17 crore in 2016-17 to ₹333.58 

crore in 2017-18. 

● It’s alleged that it was the year when the NSO Group of Israel, which has 

developed the Pegasus spyware, was paid hundreds of crores for 

snooping on several eminent individuals’ phones. 

● The Opposition parties have demanded an independent probe into the 

alleged use of “Pegasus” software for spying on Ministers, politicians 

and journalists. 

National Security Council (NSC)  

● The National Security Council (NSC)  of India is an executive 

government agency tasked with advising the Prime Minister's Office on 

matters of national security and strategic interest.  

● It was established by the former prime minister of India Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee on 19 November 1998. 

● Headquarters : New Delhi. 

● Besides the National Security Advisor (NSA), the Deputy National 

Security Advisors, the Ministers of Defence, External Affairs, Home, 

Finance of the Government of India, and the Vice Chairman of the NITI 

Aayog are members of the National Security Council. 

 

Polity and Governance 

The ‘Right to be Forgotten’ in India 
● Ashutosh Kaushik a T.V celebrity has approached the Delhi High Court 

with a plea saying that his videos, photographs and articles etc. be 

removed from the internet citing his “Right to be Forgotten”. 

● In the plea, Kaushik also maintains that the “Right to be Forgotten” goes 

in sync with the “Right to Privacy”, which is an integral part of Article 21 

of the Constitution, which concerns the right to life. 
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Personal Data Protection Bill  

● The Personal Data Protection Bill was introduced in Lok Sabha on 

December 11, 2019 and it aims to set out provisions meant for the 

protection of the personal data of individuals. 

● Clause 20 under Chapter V of this draft bill titled “Rights of Data 

Principal” mentions the “Right to be Forgotten.” It states that the “data 

principal (the person to whom the data is related) shall have the right to 

restrict or prevent the continuing disclosure of his personal data by a 

data fiduciary”. 

● Therefore, broadly, under the Right to be forgotten, users can de-link, 

limit, delete or correct the disclosure of their personal information held 

by data fiduciaries. 

●  A data fiduciary means any person, including the State, a company, any 

juristic entity or any individual who alone or in conjunction with others 

determines the purpose and means of processing of personal data. 

 

Karnataka gets 11% more rainfall than normal, first in 50 

years: KSNDMC 
● As the monsoons continued to lash several parts of the state, three 

hoblis in Shivamogga district received more than 300 mm rainfall 

between July 23 and July 24 2021. 

● The data from Karnataka State Natural Disaster Monitoring Centre 

(KSNDMC) has shown that between July 18 to July 24 2021, the coastal, 

Malnad and adjacent districts have received more than 500 mm up to 

1238 mm rainfall. 

● As of 24th July 2021, the state has received 11 percent more rainfall 

than normal in 50 years in this Southwest Monsoon season. 

● The Karnataka State Disaster Management Authority (KSDMA) is 

monitoring and managing the flood Risk, Rescue and relief operations. 

● Due to a low-pressure area that lies over Jharkhand and neighbouring 

areas, and two other systems, Coastal Karnataka is expected to receive 

widespread rainfall until July 28 2021 while interior regions are 

expected to receive fairly widespread rainfall. 
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● An orange alert has been issued in Uttara Kannada, Udupi, Dakshina 

Kannada, Shivamogga, Chikkamagaluru, Hassan and Kodagu districts 

and a yellow alert has been issued in Belgaum and Dharwad districts 

until the morning of July 25 2021, by the IMD. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


