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02/08/2021 

Polity and Governance 

States too must ensure cases are not filed under Sec. 66A’ 
 Context: 

● The Centre submitted in an affidavit to the Supreme Court that States 

and their agencies share an “equal responsibility” to ensure that people 

are not booked by the police under Section 66A of the Information 

Technology Act for expressing themselves freely on social media. 

Details. 

● The Supreme Court in its judgment in 2015 declared Section 66A as 

unconstitutional. 

● The Court Bench said it was “distressing,” “shocking” and “terrible” that 

people are still booked and tried under Section 66A even six years after 

the apex court struck down the provision as unconstitutional and a 

violation of free speech. 

● Section 66A of the IT Act has continued to be in use not only within 

police stations but also in cases before trial courts across India. 

● The Supreme Court had concluded the provision to be vague and 

worded arbitrarily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



International Relations 

Pak. finalises Bill to grant new status to Gilgit-Baltistan: report 
Context. 

● Pakistani authorities have finalised a law to award provisional 

provincial status to strategically located Gilgit-Baltistan. 

 Gilgit Baltistan location. 

 
● It borders China in the North, Afghanistan in the west and Kashmir in 

the south east. The China Pakistan Economic Corridor passes through 

this region. 

● The CPEC China-Pakistan Economic Corridor , which connects Gwadar 

Port in Pakistan's Balochistan with China's Xinjiang province, is the 

flagship project of Beijing's ambitious multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). 

● Gilgit-Baltistan has acquired great significance in the region due to the 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) that is now a “jugular vein” 

for the country. 

● The main reason behind India’s opposition towards China’s One Belt 

One Road (OBOR) policy is the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC), which is a part of OBOR. 

 



India’s Argument. 

● India has clearly conveyed to Pakistan that the entire union territories 

of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, including the areas of Gilgit and 

Baltistan, are an integral part of the country by virtue of its fully legal 

and irrevocable accession. 

● India Declare that Government of Pakistan or its judiciary has no locus 

standi on territories illegally and forcibly occupied by it. 

  

International Relations 

UNSC Presidency: Jaishankar lays out a policy perspective. 
 Context: 

●  India takes over the rotating presidency of the UN Security Council 

Presidency in August 2021, with plans to focus on maritime security, 

peacekeeping and counterterrorism. 

 Details: 

● India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar laid out the policy 

perspective that the Indian team at the U.N. will pursue during the 

Security Council Presidency. 

● India plans to organize “signature events” in three priority areas during 

its presidency including maritime security, peacekeeping and 

counterterrorism.  

● The maritime security which is of significance in dealing with freedom 

of navigation in the South China Sea is likely to receive the bulk of 

Indian attention.  

● However, four major Asian conflicts are raging and diplomatic analysts 

say India should focus on resolving the conflicts in Afghanistan, 

Myanmar, Yemen and find a lasting solution to the troubles in Syria. 

● The developments in Afghanistan and Myanmar especially are of 

immediate importance to India and the broader Asian region. 

 Details about UNSC Presidency 

●  India is an elected non-permanent member of the Security Council and 

had received support from Asia-Pacific countries during the election.  

● Ten years ago on this day, India had last assumed the presidency of the 

UNSC. 



  

Agriculture  

As monsoon recovers, Kharif sowing lag drops below 5% 
●  Kharif crop sowing is also showing signs of recovery, with the monsoon 

picking up its pace again and covering the whole country. 

 Details 

● Uneven spread : Through the monsoon rainfall is just 2% below normal, 

the overall figures hide both geographical and temporal unevenness. 

● The biggest continuing lags are in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and 

Maharashtra, where the three-week pause in the rains has resulted in a 

lower sown area for rain-fed crops such as coarse cereals, oilseeds and 

pulses. This is significant as the rising prices of edible oils and pulses 

have been major contributors to recent inflation trends. 

 

Governance 

Assam, Mizoram agree to ease border tension 

● The Chief Ministers of Assam and Mizoram have sought to ease tension 

along their troubled inter-State border after a telephonic discussion 

with Union Home Minister Amit Shah. 

● Mizoram Chief Minister Zoramthanga took to Twitter to say he had a 

telephonic discussion with Mr. Shah and his Assam counterpart 

Himanta Biswa Sarma. “…we agreed to resolve the Mizoram-Assam 

border issue amicably through meaningful dialogue”. 

● The two States share a 164.6 km volatile border with each government 

accusing the other of not maintaining the status quo and encouraging its 

people to encroach.  

● The border conflict is decades old but things started getting violent from 

October 2020. 

● Since the July 26 2021 incident, locals in Assam have blocked National 

Highway 306 besides uprooting a stretch of the lone railway track 

connecting Mizoram. Transportation of people and goods to and from 

Mizoram has thus been affected. 

 



 

S&T 

Do the new findings on genome sequencing provide a better 

understanding of the human body? 
● On May 27, a preprint titled The complete sequence of the human 

genome was posted in the online repository bioRxiv. 

● In this preprint, scientists from the Telomere-to-Telomere (T2T) 

Consortium, an international collaboration of around 30 institutions, 

reported the most complete sequencing of the human genome until 

now.  

● They have, in the process, discovered over a hundred new genes that 

code for proteins. The total size of the genome they have sequenced is 

close to 3.05 billion base pairs.  

● This adds 200 million base pairs to the last draft of the human genome 

that was published in 2013. The results come with the caveat that about 

0.3% may still have errors, and that among the sex chromosomes, only 

the X chromosome has been sequenced. 

Significance of this announcement 

● The Human Genome Project that began in 1990 gave the first results of 

the complete human genome sequence in 2003.  

● For the first time, we were able to read the blueprint of human life. 

However, though it was announced as the complete human genome, 

about 15% of it was incomplete. Due to limitations of technology, 

scientists were not able to piece together some repetitive parts of the 

human genome. 

● Solving some of the problems, an updated “complete” version was 

released in 2013, which still missed out on 8% of the genome. Now, the 

researchers have nearly completed the job, adding 200 million base 

pairs and 115 new protein-coding genes to the list. 

 

 

 

 

 



What is special about protein-coding genes? 

● The human genome is the entire set of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) 

belonging to a human. This resides in the nucleus of every cell of the 

human being.  

● The DNA consists of a double-stranded molecule, each of which is built 

up by four bases – adenine (A), cytosine (C), guanine (G) and thymine 

(T).  

● Every base on one strand pairs with a complementary base on the other 

strand (A pairs only with T, and C only with G). In all, the genome is 

made up of 3.05 billion such base pairs, approximately. 

● Of these, there are long stretches on the DNA that do not seem to have a 

particular function.  

● On the other hand, protein-coding sequences or protein-coding genes 

are DNA sequences that get transcribed on ribonucleic acid (RNA) as an 

intermediate step.  

● These in turn make the proteins responsible for various functions such 

as keeping the body healthy or determining the colour of the eye — 

proteins carry out the instructions encoded in the genes. 

 

A case of the Twisties: What happened to Simone Biles at the Tokyo 

Olympics 

● Simone Biles has withdrawn from the final of the individual all-around 

gymnastics competition at the Olympics due to concerns over her 

mental health. 

● She said in morning practice that she had a little bit of the twisties.  

● The twisties are a mysterious phenomenon -- suddenly a gymnast is no 

longer able to do a twisting skill she's done thousands of times before.  

● Your body just won't cooperate, your brain loses track of where you are 

in the air. You find out where the ground is when you slam into it. 

● In sports, the yips are a sudden and unexplained loss of skills in 

experienced athletes. 

● Symptoms of the yips include losing fine motor skills and psychological 

issues that impact on the muscle memory and decision-making of 

athletes, leaving them unable to perform basic skills of their sport. 



 

Clone Train Scheme 

● To contain the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, Indian Railways have 

discontinued all regular passenger trains with effect from 23rd March, 

2020.  

● Presently, only special trains, keeping in view the suggestions and 

concerns of the State Governments and health advisories issued, are 

being operated.  

● Indian Railways is keeping a close watch on the occupancy and waitlist 

position of these special trains and is operating “Clone trains”, on routes 

where traffic demand is high.   

● As of 26.07.2021, 22 Clone trains are being operated. 

● This information was given by the Minister of Railways, 

Communications and Electronic & Information Technology, Shri 

Ashwini Vaishnaw in a written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha. 

 

State news 

Karnataka becomes first State to provide 1 percent reservation 

for Transgender persons in public employment 
● Karnataka Government has decided to provide 1 percent (horizontal) 

reservation to Transgender candidates in government jobs to be filled 

through the direct recruitment process.  

● The reservation is applicable to transgender candidates in each category 

of General merit, SC,ST and in each of the OBC categories. 

● The amendment has been made to the Karnataka Civil Services (General 

Recruitment) (Amendment) Rules 2021. 

● Advocate B T Venkatesh appearing for the petitioner had relied on the 

judgment of the apex court in the case of NALSA vs Union of India, 

(2014) SSC 438, to argue that the state in its appointment notification 

calls for filling up of the vacancies, specifies only 'Men' and 'Women' as 

the genders which can apply for the vacancies; throughout the 

impugned notification the age, weight, and other specifications are 

given pertaining separately only to 'Men' and 'Women', in total 

disregard of the 'Third Gender'. 



● The plea emphasized that the Supreme Court has recognized the legal 

rights of the third gender persons and has held that they are fully 

entitled to Fundamental Rights under the Constitution and under 

International law. 

● However, the notifications issued by the state are in contravention of 

rights of Transgender persons and affects their Constitutional and 

Fundamental Rights under Article 14, 19 & 21 of the Constitution. 

 

CM Bommai to convene all-party meet on Mekedatu 
● Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said he would convene an 

all-party meeting on the Mekedatu dam issue, a bone of contention 

between the state and Tamil Nadu. 

● The row between both the states has seen Karnataka asserting last 

month that work on the reservoir would start and protests in several 

parts of the Cauvery delta region in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry against 

the initiative. 

● The Rs 9,000 crore Mekedatu balancing reservoir and drinking water 

project across the Cauvery river in Ramanagar district aims at utilising 

4.75 tmcft of water for drinking purposes in Bengaluru and 

neighbouring areas, besides generating 400 MW power.  

● However, Tamil Nadu is opposed to it, saying that it will hamper the 

interests of the state and deprive its farmers of water for irrigation 

purposes. 

● Bommai had said the state would go ahead with the Mekedatu project at 

any cost. 

● Karnataka has rights over Cauvery and the Mekedatu dam project will 

be taken up at any cost. The detailed project report (DPR) is ready and 

will get approval soon. 
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Polity and Governance 

Amid protests, LS passes Bill to amend insurance Act 
● Lok Sabha passed the General Insurance Business (Nationalisation) 

Amendment Bill, 2021. 

● The Purpose of the bill is to make amendments to the General Insurance 

Business (Nationalisation) Act, 1972 to enable the privatisation of 

public sector insurance companies. 

Background: 

● In the budget 2021-22, the finance minister had announced 

privatisation of two public sector banks and one general insurance 

company & also stated that this would require legislative amendment. 

 Details of the bill 

●  The Bill seeks to amend the General Insurance Business 

(Nationalisation) Act, 1972. 

● The Bill stated that certain amendments had become ‘necessary’ to 

provide for greater private participation in public sector insurance 

companies, enhance the penetration of the insurance sector, provide 

social protection by securing the interests of the policyholders better 

and contribute to a faster pace of economic growth. 

● This bill will raise the resources from the market retail participants. 

That will allow general insurance companies in the private sector with 

greater penetration, bring in better technology infusion and therefore 

give a better premium for insuring the public and also have innovative 

packages. 

Provisions of the bill. 

●  Shareholding Limit, as per the statement of objects and reasons of The 

General Insurance Business (Nationalisation) Amendment Bill, 2021, it 

seeks to remove the requirement that the central government holds not 

less than 51 percent of the equity capital in a specified insurer. 

● The bill will allow the government to bring down its stake in State-

owned general insurance companies, generate required resources and 

help public sector general insurers design innovative products. 



● The amendment will provide for greater private participation in the 

public sector insurance companies and to enhance insurance 

penetration and social protection and better secure the interests of 

policyholders and contribute to faster growth of the economy. 

● This bill will raise the resources from the market retail participants. 

That will allow general insurance companies in the private sector with 

greater penetration, bring in better technology infusion and therefore 

give a better premium for insuring the public and also have innovative 

packages. 

  

Polity and Governance 

Preventive detention only to forestall public disorder: SC 
● The Supreme Court held in a judgment that Preventive Detention is a 

necessary evil only to prevent public disorder. 

● The apex court further noted  that Preventive detention is a necessary 

evil only to prevent public disorder. The court must ensure that the 

facts brought before it directly and inevitably lead to a harm, danger or 

alarm or feeling of insecurity among the general public or any section 

thereof at large. 

● It is also said that the State should not arbitrarily resort to “preventive 

detention” to deal with all and sundry “law and order” problems, which 

could be dealt with by the ordinary laws of the country. 

● Moreover, preventive detention must fall within the four corners of 

Article 21 (due process of law). It must be read with Article 22 

(safeguards against arbitrary arrest and detention) and the statute in 

question. 

Preventive detention. 

● It is the detainment of a person with the aim of preventing him from 

committing further offences or of maintaining public order. 

● Article 22 (3) (b) of the Indian Constitution allows that if a person is 

arrested or detained under preventive detention, then the protection 

against arrest and detention under Article 22 (1) and 22(2) shall not be 

available. 



● A detainee under preventive detention can have no right of personal 

liberty guaranteed by Article 19 or Article 21. 

● The aim of detention and its laws is not to punish anyone but to stop 

certain crimes from being committed. 

  

Polity and Governance  

HC allows woman to terminate pregnancy 
● The Delhi High Court permitted a woman to undergo medical 

termination of her 22-week pregnancy as the foetus was suffering from 

serious abnormalities. 

Details about Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 

2021 

● The Bill seeks to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) 

Act, 1971. This Act covers abortions in India. It had been amended in 

1975 and 2002. 

● Earlier as per the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act 1971, 

beyond the stipulated 20 weeks, abortion of a foetus was statutorily 

impermissible. 

● The Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill (MTP), 2021 

received the president’s assent and was notified by the Central 

government on March 25, 2021. 

● The amendment has now allowed abortion to be conducted within 20 

weeks on one doctor’s advice and between 20 and 24 weeks on two 

doctors’ advice for specific categories of women, including victims of 

rape. 

● According to the Bill, the “name and other particulars of a woman whose 

pregnancy has been terminated shall not be revealed”, except to a 

person authorised by law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Governance 

PM launches digital payment solution e-RUPI 

● e-RUPI is a cashless and contactless instrument for digital payment.  

● It is a QR code or SMS string-based e-Voucher, which is delivered to the 

mobile of the beneficiaries.  

● The users of this seamless one-time payment mechanism will be able to 

redeem the voucher without a card, digital payments app or internet 

banking access, at the service provider.  

● It has been developed by National Payments Corporation of India on its 

UPI platform, in collaboration with the Department of Financial 

Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and National Health 

Authority. 

● e-RUPI connects the sponsors of the services with the beneficiaries and 

service providers in a digital manner without any physical interface.  

● It also ensures that the payment to the service provider is made only 

after the transaction is completed. Being pre-paid in nature, it ensures 

timely payment to the service provider without involvement of any 

intermediary. 

● It is expected to be a revolutionary initiative in the direction of ensuring 

a leak-proof delivery of welfare services.  

● It can also be used for delivering services under schemes meant for 

providing drugs and nutritional support under Mother and Child 

welfare schemes, TB eradication programmes, drugs & diagnostics 

under schemes like Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojana, fertilizer subsidies etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Environment and Ecology 

How commonly are tigers found at high altitudes? 
● To celebrate International Tiger Day last week, the Uttarakhand 

government highlighted the expanse of the state’s tiger map from 

Corbett National Park to Kedarnath Wildlife Sanctuary.  

● Between the terai and the mountains, Chief Minister Pushkar Singh 

Dhami flaunted the tiger range from an elevation of 1,181 ft (360 m) to 

12,073 ft (3680 m) as a testimony of Uttarakhand’s success in tiger 

conservation. 

● The tiger’s usual range is under 6,000 ft (below 1,800 ft, think Kasauli). 

That makes its presence above 12,000 ft — the elevation of the 

Kedarnath temple — rare.  

● But tigers have shown up before a strategically placed motion-triggered 

camera at higher altitudes. 

Causes for concern 

● Records of high-altitude tigers getting somewhat routine have alarmed 

a section of conservationists. Warming induced by climate change, they 

argue, is making the higher mountains tolerable for tigers. 

● But the fact that tigers are found roaming the snow indicates that their 

upward movement is not deterred by the cold.  

● The fact that there are enough tigers in certain pockets to wander 

around is certainly good news. But that should not prompt hasty 

proposals, such as declaring a high-altitude area as tiger reserve, or 

even shifting a conservation area upward, based on a few tiger photos. 

● Like Siberian tigers do not actually live in Siberia (but in temperate 

broadleaf-mixed-pine and pure deciduous forests), it is unlikely that 

tigers spotted in the snow have settled down there. Their survival still 

depends on the forests below. There can be no trade-off between 

traditional tiger habitat and these new heights of feline interest. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ecotourism 

● The Ministry of Tourism has identified Ecotourism as one of the Niche 

Tourism areas for development in the country. 

● Ecotourism means responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the 

environment and improves the well-being of local people. 

● The Ministry of Tourism has recognized the immense potential of 

sustainable tourism in becoming a source of sustainable livelihoods and 

achieving the SDGs.  

● The Ministry of Tourism has accordingly formulated a Draft National 

Strategy and Roadmap for Sustainable Tourism with focus on 

ecotourism.   

Note 

● Eco Circuit and Wildlife Circuit are among the fifteen thematic circuits 

identified for development under the Swadesh Darshan scheme 

● Ministry of Tourism has formulated a Draft National Strategy and 

Roadmap for Sustainable Tourism with focus on ecotourism 

 

State news 

99.96% students clear CBSE class 10 exam in Karnataka 
● The Central Board for Secondary Education (CBSE) announced the Class 

10 results and 99.96% of students from Karnataka have cleared the 

exams. 

● The Bengaluru region, consisting of the entire Karnataka, secured 

second place at the all-India level in overall pass percentage. 

Thiruvananthapuram bagged first place with 99.99% of the students 

clearing the examination. 

● The pass percentage of girl students is slightly higher compared to the 

boys. While the pass percentage of girls is 99.97%, the boys reported a 

pass percentage of 99.95%. 

● The CBSE, citing the second wave of the Covid pandemic, had cancelled 

the examination and announced grades based on the performance of 

students in unit tests, mid-term examination and pre-board 

examination conducted at the school level.  

 



'Cauvery Calling' aims planting of 35 million seedlings in 9 

Karnataka districts 
● Buoyed by the successful efforts resulting in the planting of 1.1 crore 

saplings in the River Cauvery catchment districts in both the states of 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu during the Covid pandemic year-2020, the 

'Cauvery Calling' campaign is all set to launch a massive farmer 

outreach programme in Cauvery districts of Karnataka. 

● Cauvery Calling is a first of its kind campaign, setting the standard for 

how India's rivers – the country's lifelines – can be revitalized. 

● It was started by Sadhguru and Isha Foundation. 

● Chairing a meeting of the Rally for Rivers Board and Cauvery Calling 

panel in Bengaluru, Isha Foundation founder Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev 

said that the aim of the second-year programme is to popularise the 

ecologically beneficial and economically lucrative tree-based farming 

model among farmers besides aiming to plant 35 million seedlings. 

● The idea of Cauvery Calling is to create a demonstrable model and make 

it a living example for the entire world to adopt and replicate in their 

context. 

● The farmer outreach initiative will include awareness about state 

agroforestry schemes, incentives, eligibility criteria and the process of 

applying. 

● A unique feature of the initiative is the appointment of 890 ‘Mara 

Mitras’ (Friend of Tree) at every gram panchayat who will register the 

farmers’ demands at their doorstep using a state of the art mobile app. 

● The data is expected to help the state government in raising seedlings 

under various schemes for the planting season in 2022.  

 

Sanjay Gubbi brings out a definitive book on leopards 

● Conservationist Sanjay Gubbi condensed 10 years of fieldwork in this 

guide to the leopard ‘Leopard Diaries: The Rosette in India’. 

● Wildlife biologist Sanjay Gubbi says leopards evoke both terror and 

admiration, but ‘have not mesmerized people throughout history like 

lions, tigers and cheetahs.’ This is a good way to understand the premise 

of this book. 



● The most interesting premise in the book is that while leopards seem to 

be doing fine in more built-up spaces, they need natural habitats. The 

fact that they can survive well in sugarcane fields ‘is true but not 

universal.’ The book follows leopards with home ranges above 100 

square kilometres, and suggests they need more natural areas to 

survive. 

● The Rosette in India" and has been published by Westland. 

Sanjay Gubbi 

● He is a wildlife biologist, his work focuses on the conservation of large 

carnivores like tigers and leopards, working on applied aspects and 

understanding their population biology, proposing conservation policies 

for their protection, and working to minimise human-wildlife conflict. 

● Sanjay was awarded the Whitley Award (Green Oscars) in 2017 as well 

as the Coexistence Award (2019) among several others, for his works. 
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Polity and Governance 

Governor’s pardon power overrides 433A: SC 
● The Supreme Court observed that the power of the Governor to grant 

pardon under Articles 161 of the constitutional remission sentence or to 

pardon  will override the restrictions imposed under Section 433-A of 

the Criminal Procedure Code. 

Background 

● Section 433A in The Code Of Criminal Procedure, 1973, Central Govt 

ACT - Restriction on powers of remission or Commutation in certain 

cases.  

● Notwithstanding anything contained in section 432, where a sentence of 

imprisonment for life is imposed on conviction of a person for an 

offence for which death is one of the punishments provided by law, or 

where a sentence of death imposed on a person has been commuted 

under section 433 into one of imprisonment for life, such person shall 

not be released from prison unless he had served at least fourteen years 

of imprisonment.  

 



Pardoning powers. 

● The Indian Constitution grants pardoning powers to the President of 

India as well as the governors of the state. 

● Article 72 says that the president shall have the power to grant pardons, 

reprieves, respites or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or 

commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offense. 

● Article 161 says Similar and parallel power vests in the governors of 

state. 

Details of verdict: 

● The apex Court said that the Governor of a State can pardon prisoners, 

including those on death row, even before they have served a minimum 

14 years of prison sentence. 

● The SC has noted that the constitutional power conferred on the 

President/Governor to grant pardon under Articles 72 or 161 of the 

Constitution overrides the provisions under Section 433A of the Code. 

  

 Economy 

Insolvency code has strayed from intent: Parliament panel 
● Implementation of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code IBC — pitfalls and 

solutions, report tabled in the Parliament. 

 Background 

● The Parliament’s Standing Committee reviewed the design and 

implementation of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) & pointed 

out the low recovery rates, long delays in the resolution process and the 

high number of vacancies in the National Company Law Tribunals 

(NCLTs). 

● IBC recorded low recovery rates with haircuts as much as 95% and the 

delay in resolution process with more than 71% cases pending with 

NCLT for more than 180 days, clearly pointing towards a deviation from 

the original objectives of the Code. 

● The standing committee has expressed apprehensions over fresh 

graduates being appointed as Resolution Professionals (RPs) and 

initiated disciplinary actions against RP’s 

 



 Recommendations 

● The Standing Committee  has suggested a benchmark be put in place for 

the quantum of “haircuts” to be taken by creditors. 

● The Committee noted that the Code has undergone six amendments 

since its introduction in 2016, but the operationalisation of these 

changes ‘may have altered or even digressed from the basic design of 

the statute’. 

  

Economy 

Social security measures for informal workers. 
● Parliamentary Standing Committee on Labour in its report on the effect 

of the pandemic on rising unemployment and job loss. 

Crisis of pandemic. 

● The COVID-19 crisis in India has come in the backdrop of pre-existing 

high and rising unemployment. 

● The pandemic has devastated the labour market, denting the 

employment scenario and threatening the survival of millions of 

workers and their families.  

● As per the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), 90% of workers were 

in the informal sector, which is 419 million of the 465 million workers. 

● The PLFS quarterly bulletin for April-June 2020 showed the 

unemployment rate in urban areas for those above 15 years at 20.8%, 

an increase from 9.1% in January-March 2020. 

● The committee noted that the pandemic had made matters worse for 

women, the young, self-employed, migrants and workers with low and 

medium skills. 

Committee Recommendations. 

●  Social security measures for workers should strengthen 

● An Urban Jobs guarantee scheme on the lines of the MGNREGA should 

be implemented. 

● Direct transfer of money into bank accounts of informal workers to 

compensate for loss of jobs. 

● Universal healthcare should be made a legal obligation & Budgetary 

allocation for MGNREGA should be increased. 



● The committee pointed to the Ministry for the delay in developing a 

national database of unorganised workers 

  

Economy 

Payments banks can act as investment bankers 
● Markets regulator Sebi on Tuesday allowed payments banks to carry 

out the activities of investment bankers in order to provide easy access 

to investors to participate in public and rights issues by using various 

payment avenues. 

● Non-scheduled payments banks, which have prior approval from the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI), will be eligible to act as a banker to an 

issue (BTI). 

Payment bank 

● Payments banks is an Indian new model of banks conceptualised by the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

● These banks can accept a restricted deposit, which is currently limited 

to ₹200,000 per customer and may be increased further. 

● These banks cannot issue loans and credit cards. Both current account 

and savings accounts can be operated by such banks.  

● Payments banks can issue ATM cards or debit cards and provide online 

or mobile banking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S&T 

Boeing’s Starliner and NASA’s Commercial Crew Programme 

           

● The launch of Boeing’s uncrewed Starliner Orbital Flight Test-2 (OFT-2), 

which was supposed to lift off from the Space Launch Complex-41 on 

Cape Canaveral Space Force Station in Florida has been postponed once 

again. 

● The spacecraft, which is called the Crew Space Transportation-100 

(CST-100) , is part of an uncrewed test flight to the International Space 

Station (ISS).  

● The mission is part of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program. The main 

objective of NASA’s Commercial Crew Program is to make access to 

space easier in terms of its cost, so that cargo and crew can be easily 

transported to and from the ISS, enabling greater scientific research. 

● The Starliner, which is supposed to carry more than 400 pounds of 

NASA cargo and crew supplies, will take roughly 24 hours to reach the 

ISS, after which it will dock there. 

● The spacecraft has been designed to accommodate seven passengers or 

a mix of crew and cargo for missions to low-Earth orbit.  



● The Starliner has an innovative, weldless structure and is reusable up to 

10 times with a six-month turnaround time. It also features wireless 

internet and tablet technology for crew interfaces. 

● When this test flight takes off, it will check the capabilities of the 

spacecraft from launch, docking, atmospheric re-entry and a landing at a 

desert in the US.  

● The spaceflight will also help NASA to ascertain and certify the 

transportation system to carry astronauts to and from the space station 

in the future. 

● Boeing and SpaceX were selected by NASA in September 2014 to 

develop transportation systems meant to transfer crew from the US to 

the ISS.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Governance 

National Child Labour Project 

 
● In 2020-21, over 58,000 children were rescued across India from work, 

rehabilitated and mainstreamed under the National Child Labour 

Project, according to figures tabled in Lok Sabha by Minister of State for 

Labour and Employment Rameshwar Teli. 

The National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme 

● The National Child Labour Project (NCLP) Scheme is a Central Sector 

Scheme.  



● Under this Scheme the District Project Societies (DPS) are set up at the 

district level under the Chairmanship of the Collector/District 

Magistrate for overseeing the implementation of the project. 

● Under this Scheme, the children in the age group of 9-14 years are 

withdrawn from work and put into NCLP Special Training Centres, 

where they are provided with bridge education, vocational training, 

mid-day meal, stipend, health care etc. before being mainstreamed into 

the formal education system.  

●  The children in the age group of 5-8 years are directly linked to the 

formal education system through a close coordination with the Sarva 

Shiksha Abhiyan.  

● Further, to ensure the effective enforcement of the provisions of the 

Child Labour Act and smooth implementation of NCLP Scheme, a 

dedicated online portal named PENCiL (Platform for Effective 

Enforcement for No Child Labour) is developed in order to make the 

NCLP successful through better monitoring and implementation 

ensuring the timely disposal of work with transparency. 

● Under this Scheme, funds are provided directly to the District Project 

Societies who in turn engage and allocate the funds to NGOs/Voluntary 

Agencies/Civil Societies Organisation etc. for running of Special 

Training Centres. 

 

Governance 

Government launched ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas’ campaign 
● Government launched ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas’ campaign for inclusive 

and holistic preparation of Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP). 

● Under Article 243 G of Constitution, Panchayats have been mandated for 

preparation and implementation of plans for economic development 

and social justice.  

● With this aim, the People's Plan Campaign titled ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka 

Vikas’, for inclusive and holistic preparation of Gram Panchayat 

Development Plan (GPDP) was launched from 2nd October, 2020 to 

31st January,  2021 as was done during 2018 and 2019.   



● In this endeavor, convergence was sought with all Departments relating 

to 29 devolved subjects listed in XIth Schedule of the Constitution.   

● The objectives of ‘Sabki Yojna Sabka Vikas’ broadly include:  

○ Strengthening of elected representatives and Self Help Groups,  

○ Evidence based assessment of progress made in 2020-21 and 

proposals for 2021-22 in all 29 subjects of XI Schedule, public 

disclosure on Schemes, finances etc. and  

○ The preparation of inclusive, participatory and evidence based 

GPDP for 2021-22 through structured Gram Sabha involving front 

line workers/ supervisors of all 29 sectors of XI schedule. 

● The campaign aimed to help Gram Panchayats (GPs) in preparation of 

convergent and holistic GPDP through identification of sectoral 

infrastructural gaps in respective areas.  

 

INS Khanjar  

 

● Indian Naval Ship Khanjar becomes the first Indian Navy ship to call at 

the heritage coastal port of Gopalpur in Odisha.  

● The two-day visit which concluded on 02 Aug 21, was organised as part 

of Aazadi ka Amrit Mahotsav as well as Swarnim Vijay Varsh 

celebrations to commemorate the 75th anniversary of Independence 

and 50th anniversary of the 1971 War.  

● The visit of the ship was aimed at enhancing ties and spreading 

awareness with the local populace on aspects of coastal security and 

maritime operations. 

 



State news 

Second wave dealt blow to real estate sector’s slow revival 
● Buoyed by signs of revival that were seen after the first wave, the real 

estate sector saw quite a few new launches.  

● But no one expected the second wave of COVID-19 infections to be as 

vicious as it was and that dealt a severe blow, to the extent that the 

sector’s performance remained a tad poorer than last year for the same 

period. 

● According to property consultants, new launch activity was significantly 

higher during Q2 of 2021compared to the same period last year as 

businesses were better prepared. 

● “The majority of the launches were concentrated in east and north 

Bengaluru, accounting for 46% and 34%, respectively.  

● Bengaluru has always been a unique real estate market: heavily driven 

by IT/ITeS industries, it is a city where most of the housing demand 

comes from end-users.  

● Amidst ample new supply being launched, Bengaluru’s unsold inventory 

increased by 2% in a year. 

● Interestingly, despite the pandemic, the city saw average property 

prices rise by 2%. 

● The second wave was a very big shocker. Every sector was jolted. New 

launches were one part, but even existing properties received a big jolt. 

People didn’t know what was in store the next second, so property was 

not in the mind of anybody. 

● Now, the sector hopes for stabilisation. 

● The reduction in stamp duty in Karnataka announced recently was only 

for homes valued between ₹35 lakh and ₹45 lakh, which is why it is not 

likely to give a significant boost to housing sales in Bengaluru on the 

lines seen in Mumbai and Pune.  

● However, smaller towns and cities, like Hubballi, Mysuru, and Belagavi, 

may gain from the new announcement, he added. 

 

 

 



Despite SC order, illegal religious structures mushroom in 

Karnataka 
● Nearly 1,242 new illegal religious structures came up in public places in 

Karnataka after the Supreme Court issued orders in 2009 to 

‘demolish/relocate/ regulate’ unauthorised structures from public 

places. 

● Of them, only 1,054 have been demolished so far, while the remaining 

188 await a date for demolition. Not just the Supreme Court, even the 

Karnataka High Court in December 2020 rapped on the knuckles of the 

state government for not implementing the apex court’s order.  

● In spite of that, the State government seems to be ‘reluctant’ in clearing 

the encroachments from public places.                      

 

 

05/08/2021 

Polity and Governance 

CJI recuses himself from Andhra-Telangana case  
● Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana recused from hearing a petition filed 

by Andhra Pradesh accusing neighbour Telangana of depriving its 

people of their legitimate share of water for drinking and irrigation. 

Background 

● The petition said the fundamental rights including right to life of the 

people living in Andhra Pradesh was “seriously impaired and infringed” 

upon as they were being deprived of their “legitimate share of water” 

due to “unconstitutional, illegal and unjust” acts of the Telangana 

government and its officials.  

Recusal of Judges 

● It is the act of abstaining from participation in an official action such as a 

legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court 

official or administrative officer. 

● The judge asks for recusal when he feels he is biased in favour of one 

party, or against another, or that a reasonable objective observer would 

think he might be. 



● It is the withdrawal of a judge, prosecutor, or juror from a case on the 

grounds that they are unqualified to perform legal duties because of a 

possible conflict of interest or lack of impartiality. 

● Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinion in Supreme Court Advocates-on-

Record Association v. Union of India (2015) held that “Where a judge 

has a pecuniary interest, no further inquiry as to whether there was a 

‘real danger’ or ‘reasonable suspicion’ of bias is required to be 

undertaken”. 

  

Polity and Governance 

50% of funds allotted for ongoing MPLADS projects lapse. 

 

● Virtually half of the belated ₹2,200 crore allotted for completing the 

ongoing MPLADS projects in 2020-21 simply lapsed, as the Finance 

Ministry granted “barely a week” to the Ministry of Statistics and 

Programme Implementation  (MoSPI) to release the funds. 

 The Members of Parliament Local Area Development (MPLAD) 

● MPLAD is a Central Sector Scheme which was announced in December 

1993. 



● Under the scheme every year, each MPs receives Rs. 5 crore in two 

instalments of Rs. 2.5 crore each to be taken up in his/her constituency.   

● Funds under MPLADS are non-lapsable. 

● Lok Sabha MPs need to recommend the district authorities' projects in 

their Lok Sabha constituencies, while Rajya Sabha MPs need to spend it 

within the state that has elected them to the House. 

● Nominated Members of both the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha can 

recommend works anywhere within the country. 

Details 

● After the scheme’s suspension, several MPs and parliamentary 

committees, including the Standing Committee on Finance (SCF), had 

asked the government to release MPLADS funds due from previous 

years for projects already sanctioned. 

● The Standing Committee on Finance’s head sharply criticised this “ad-

hocism” and noted that it constitutes a serious lapse in fiscal 

management with negative consequences for communities across India. 

● The Finance Ministry also asked the Statistics Ministry to further tighten 

the scheme’s guidelines by September this year, so that “if a work 

sanctioned by an MP is not used for five years, it will automatically lapse 

even if there is a committed liability for the work to be completed”. 

● Currently, funds released to district authorities under MPLADS are not 

lapsable, while funds not released by the government in a particular 

year are carried forward. 

  

 Environment and Ecology 

LS clears Air Quality Commission Bill for NCR 
● The Lok Sabha passed the Bill to formalise the Commission for Air 

Quality Management For National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas 

bill, 2021. 

● The ordinance establishing a similar Commission was promulgated in 

October 2020. 

● It lapsed in March  2021. Thereafter, the Commission for Air Quality 

Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance, 

2021 was promulgated in April 2021. 



Details of the Bill. 

● The Ordinance provides for the constitution of a Commission for better 

coordination, research, identification, and resolution of problems 

related to air quality in the National Capital Region (NCR) and adjoining 

areas. 

● Adjoining areas have been defined as areas in Haryana, Punjab, 

Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh, adjoining the National Capital Territory of 

Delhi and NCR. 

● The Ordinance also dissolved the Environment Pollution Prevention and 

Control Authority established in the NCR in 1998.  

Commission:  

● The Commission will consist of: (i) a Chairperson, (ii) an officer of the 

rank of a Joint Secretary as the member-secretary and Chief 

Coordinating Officer, (iii) a currently serving or former Joint Secretary 

from the central government as a full-time member, (iii) three 

independent technical members with expertise related to air pollution, 

and (iv) three members from non-government organisations.  

● The Chairperson and members of the Commission will have a tenure of 

three years or till the age of seventy years, whichever is earlier.   

● The Commission will also include ex-officio members: (i) from the 

central government and concerned state governments, and (ii) technical 

members from CPCB, Indian Space Research Organisation, and NITI 

Aayog.  

Functions of the Commission:   

● Coordinating actions taken under the Ordinance by concerned state 

governments (Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh),  

● Planning and executing plans to prevent and control air pollution in the 

NCR,  

● Providing a framework for identification of air pollutants,  

● Conducting research and development through networking with 

technical institutions,  

● Training and creating a special workforce to deal with issues related to 

air pollution, and  



● Preparing various action plans such as increasing plantations and 

addressing stubble burning. 

Penalties:  

● Contravention of provisions of the Ordinance, or orders and directions 

of the Commission will be punishable with imprisonment of up to five 

years, or fine of up to one crore rupees, or both.  All appeals against the 

Commission’s orders will be heard by the National Green Tribunal.  

 

Education 

Samagra Shiksha Scheme 2.0 approved by cabinet 
● The union cabinet has approved the continuation of the Samagra 

Shiksha scheme for school education till March 31, 2026. 

● The new version of the scheme covers 1.16 million schools, over 156 

million students, and 5.7 million teachers of government and aided 

schools. 

Samagra Shiksha scheme 

● The Samagra Shiksha scheme is an integrated scheme for school 

education from pre-school to Class 12 

● The scheme treats school education as a continuum and is in accordance 

with the Sustainable Development Goal for Education (SDG-4). 

● It provides support for the implementation of the RTE Act and has also 

aligned with the recommendations of NEP 2020 to ensure that all 

children have access to quality education with an equitable and 

inclusive classroom environment which should take care of their 

diverse background, multilingual needs, different academic abilities and 

make them active participants in the learning process. 

Proposal under the Samagra Shiksha scheme 

● The major interventions, across all levels of school education, proposed 

under the scheme are: 

(i) Universal Access including Infrastructure Development and 

Retention; (ii) Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, (iii) Gender and 

Equity; (iv) Inclusive Education; (v) Quality and Innovation; (vi) 

Financial support for Teacher Salary; initiatives; (viii) RTE Entitlements 

including uniforms, textbooks etc.; (ix) Support for ECCE; (x) Vocational 



Education; (xi) Sports and Physical Education; (xii) Strengthening of 

Teacher Education and Training; (xiii) Monitoring; (xiv) Programme 

Management; and (xv) National Component. 

● The scheme aims to universalize access to school education; promote 

equity through the inclusion of disadvantaged groups and weaker 

sections, and improve the quality of education across all levels of school 

education. 

 

Economy 

Share of nuclear power in the total electricity generation in the 

country 
● The Union Minister for Science & Technology said that The share of 

nuclear power in the total electricity generation in the country is about 

3.1% in the year 2020-21.  

● The Government has embarked on a large nuclear power capacity 

addition program to increase the share of nuclear power in electricity 

generation. More nuclear power plants are also planned in future and 

the nuclear power capacity is expected to reach 22480 MW by the year 

2031 from the current 6780 MW. 

● There are presently 22 reactors with a total capacity of 6780 MW in 

operation and one reactor, KAPP-3 (700 MW) has been connected to the 

grid on January 10, 2021.  

● Ten (10) nuclear power reactors with 8000 MW capacity (including 500 

MW PFBR being implemented by Bharatiya Nabhikiya Vidyut Nigam 

Limited {BHAVINI}) are under construction.  

● Additionally, the Government has accorded administrative approval and 

financial sanction of ten (10) indigenous Pressurized Heavy Water 

Reactors (PHWRs) of 700 MW each to be set up in fleet mode. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports 

PM Modi congratulates boxer on winning bronze 
● Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated boxer Lovlina Borgohain 

on winning a bronze medal in the Tokyo Olympics and said her tenacity 

and determination are admirable. 

● She won a bronze medal at the 2020 Summer Olympics in the Women's 

welterweight event, becoming only the third Indian boxer to win a 

medal at the Olympics. 

● In 2020, she became the sixth person from Assam to receive the Arjuna 

Award. 

 

State news 

Karnataka cabinet clears new ST secretariat 
● The Karnataka cabinet decided to create a new Scheduled Tribes (ST) 

secretariat to oversee the utilisation of funds and implementation of 

programmes meant for their welfare.  

● Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said there was a long pending demand 

for an ST secretariat.  

● The contention has been that the TSP (Tribal Sub-Plan) funds are given 

through various departments and that there was no single body to 

streamline the allocation or overseeing of these funds. In order to 

streamline this, the government has now decided to constitute the ST 

secretariat 

● STs are estimated to form 7.5 per cent of the state's population.  

● Meanwhile, the state government will also constitute a committee 

headed by the Chief Minister to start a mission to oversee the 

implementation of programmes for women and child development and 

achieve better coordination in utilisation of funds.  

 

 

 

 

 



Kodava now optional language in Karnataka degree colleges 
● Mangalore University will introduce Kodava as an optional language for 

undergraduate (degree) programmes. 

● The Academic Council gave its nod for introducing Kodava as an 

optional language for degree classes in the colleges affiliated to the 

University. MA in Kodava language will also be introduced. 

● The regulations have been prepared. Once it is finalised, it will be placed 

before the Syndicate and Academic Council for approval. The Academic 

Council also approved the syllabus for the undergraduate programmes. 

● An expert committee has already prepared the syllabus. The textbooks 

will be printed by Prasaranga of Mangalore University.  

 

‘Green points’: Students to be rewarded if parents are 

vaccinated 
● Students of private schools will enjoy double benefits if their parents 

are vaccinated: not only will they be safe from the health perspective, 

they will also stand to gain up to four marks in extracurricular activities. 

● School will allot two marks for each parent if they are vaccinated. It 

aims to motivate students to encourage their parents and other family 

members to get vaccinated.  

● In total, the four marks will be assigned to students under their extra 

curricular activities for various social projects that they need to 

undertake.  

● Students will have to submit their parents’ vaccination certificates to 

the school to avail the marks for the 2021-22 academic year. 

● The school would ensure that students get four ‘green points’ if both 

their parents are vaccinated. Students who submit their parents’ 

vaccination certificates get four marks over and above the marks they 

have scored in their final examination.  

● These marks would be added to the final examination scores as it would 

give breathing time for parents to complete their vaccination process as 

some parents may be delaying the vaccination as they may have got 

COVID-19 infection recently. Such parents will have to wait for a few 

months before they get jabbed. 
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Economy 

Centre moves to redact retrospective tax law 
● Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced 

the Taxation Laws (Amendment) Bill in the Lok Sabha to nullify the 

relevant retrospective tax clauses that were introduced in 2012 to bring 

past indirect transfer of Indian assets under the ambit of taxation. 

● The government took the first step towards doing away with the 

contentious retrospective tax law of 2012,  

○ which was used to raise large tax demands on foreign investors 

like Vodafone and Cairn Energy, and blamed for vitiating India’s 

investment climate — less than a month after Cairn Energy 

secured an order from a French court to freeze India’s assets in 

Paris. 

● This could help restore India’s reputation as a fair and predictable 

regime apart from helping put an end to unnecessary, prolonged and 

expensive litigation 

Details 

● As per the proposed changes, any tax demand made on transactions that 

took place before May 2012 shall be dropped, and any taxes already 

collected shall be repaid, albeit without interest.  

● However, to be eligible, the concerned taxpayers would have to drop all 

pending cases against the government and promise not to make any 

demands for damages or costs. 

● Former Finance Minister, the late Pranab Mukherjee, had introduced the 

retrospective taxation power after the Supreme Court had held that 

Vodafone couldn’t be taxed for a 2007 transaction involving its 

purchase of a 67% stake in Hutchison Whampoa for $11 billion. Later, 

the tax was invoked against Cairn Energy for a corporate reorganisation 

done in 2006-07 and its assets were frozen by the authorities. 

 

 

 



Concerns 

● The retrospective tax levy was termed “tax terrorism” and It is argued 

that such retrospective amendments militate against the principle of tax 

certainty and damage India's reputation as an attractive destination. 

● In the past few years, major reforms have been initiated in the financial 

and infrastructure sector which has created a positive environment for 

investment in the country. However, this retrospective clarificatory 

amendment and consequent demand created in a few cases continues to 

be a sore point with potential investors. 

 

International Relations 

Jaishankar's Tehran visit significant for timing on Afghanistan 
● The External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar will visit Tehran to attend 

the swearing-in ceremony of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi. 

● It marks a milestone in recent attempts by both sides to reset the ties 

that have been under strain for several reasons, including  

○ India cancelling oil imports due to the U.S. sanctions, 

○ Slow progress in Chabahar port development by India, and  

○ Iranian comments on Kashmir over the past few years.  

● To begin with, the visits come amidst rapid developments in 

Afghanistan, with the U.S. completing the pull-out of troops and the 

Taliban increasing its attacks on Afghan cities. 

● “The rapid advance of the Taliban concerns both India and Iran.  

● Iranian Foreign Minister Zarif has called an [Islamic Emirate in 

Afghanistan] as a ‘security threat for Iran and India and an existential 

threat for Pakistan’. Given this context, and common interests, it is 

necessary for India and Iran to cooperate more closely, particularly on 

Afghanistan, and work to support the democratically elected Ghani 

government. 

● Both countries desire to move on from some of the tensions in ties 

during the Rouhani era.  

● With the U.S.-Russia-China-Pakistan grouping on Afghanistan deciding 

to meet again in Doha next week, India and Iran also share a common 

bond as the two regional powers left out of the “Troika plus”. 



S&T 

ISRO gears to launch Earth Observation Satellite (EOS-03) on 

August 12 
● The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is geared up to blast off 

the Earth Observation Satellite (EOS) from the Second Launch Pad of 

Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), Sriharikota on 12th August 2021.  

EOS-03 satellite 

● The satellite will be launched onboard the 14th flight of the 

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F10).  

● The GSLV will carry the state-of-the-art agile Earth Observation Satellite 

(EOS) and will place the satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.  

● The primary objective of the satellite is to obtain spectral signatures for 

mineralogy, disaster warning, cloud properties, snow & glaciers and 

oceanography. 

● The EOS-03 will enable near real-time monitoring of natural disasters 

that have become common in the Indian subcontinent due to 

subsequent environmental and weather changes. 

● Apart from tracking and monitoring the natural disasters, EOS-03 will 

also provide agricultural monitoring and characterisation, track soil 

moisture, coastal processes, coastal winds, water bodies, crop 

vegetation conditions, forest cover changes among others that are 

crucial for India. 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Unique Plastic-Mixed Handmade Paper gets Patent 
● Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has secured Patent 

registration for its innovative Plastic-mixed Handmade Paper developed 

to reduce plastic menace from nature.  

● The patent certificate was issued to KVIC’s Kumarappa National 

Handmade Paper Institute (KNHPI), Jaipur, on 2nd August 2021, by the 

Controller of Patent, Intellectual Property of India.  

● The plastic-mixed handmade paper was developed under Project 

REPLAN (REducing PLAstic from Nature).  



● This is the first of its kind project in India, where plastic waste is de-

structured, degraded, diluted and used with paper pulp while making 

handmade paper and thus reduces plastic waste from nature.  

● The invention is aligned with the Prime Minister’s call for fighting the 

menace of single-use plastic. 

● The technology developed by KVIC uses both high & low density waste 

polythene that not only adds extra strength to the paper but also 

reduces the cost by up to 34%. The product is recyclable and eco-

friendly.  

● KVIC has developed products such as carry bags, envelopes, 

files/folders, etc. using plastic mixed with handmade paper. 

 

Governance                                                 

First MK Bhan Fellowship-Young Researcher Fellowship 

Programme (MKB-YRFP), results announced 

 



● The Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Government of India announced the results of the First MK 

Bhan Fellowship-Young Researcher Fellowship Programme (MKB-

YRFP), which was instituted to honour eminent scientist and Former 

Secretary of the DBT. 

● The Department established the MK Bhan Fellowship-Young Researcher 

Fellowship Programme (MKB-YRFP) with an aim to encourage young 

researchers below 35 years of age to continue their research in the 

country after Ph.D. in any branch of Life Sciences/ Biotechnology/allied 

areas. 

● The scheme offers an independent research grant for three years to the 

young Post-Doctoral Fellows to enable them to emerge as future leaders 

and take up cutting edge research focused on issues of national 

relevance.  

Maharaj Kishan Bhan 

● MK Bhan (1947 - 2020) was an Indian pediatrician and clinical scientist. 

He carried out extensive post doctoral research at All India Institute of 

Medical Sciences in the areas of diarrheal diseases and child nutrition 

with an emphasis on public health issues.  

● He was known for developing Rota Viral Vaccine in collaboration with 

Bharat Biotech International.  

● He was positioned as Secretary, Department of Biotechnology, 

Government of India, until 2012. 

● An elected fellow of the National Academy of Medical Sciences, he was 

awarded in 1990 the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for Science and 

Technology, the highest science award in India, in the Medical Sciences 

category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports 

Ravi Kumar Dahiya wins silver medal for India in men's 57kg freestyle 

wrestling 

 

● Indian wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya bagged the silver medal in the men's 

57kg freestyle category at the 2020 Summer Olympics.  

● This is India's fifth medal at the Tokyo Olympics and the second silver of 

the campaign. 

● Ravi Kumar is the fifth Indian wrestler after KD Jadhav, Sushil Kumar, 

Yogeshwar Dutt, and Sakshi Malik to finish on the Olympic podium. 

● He is also a bronze medalist from 2019 World Wrestling Championships 

and a two-time Asian Champion. 

 

Sports 

India wins bronze medal in men's hockey in Tokyo Olympics 

● India won the Olympic bronze medal at the Tokyo 2020 summer 

Olympics when they defeated Germany 5-4 in a thrilling match.  

● The India men's hockey team won its first Olympic medal since the 

Moscow Olympics 1980. 

● This is India's third hockey bronze medal at the Olympics. They last won 

a bronze in the 1968 Mexico City and 1972 Munich Olympics. India are 

the most successful team at the Olympics in men's hockey with eight 

gold medals. 

 

State news 

APEDA signs MoU with UAS for Agri Exports boost in India 



● The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 

with the University of Agricultural Science (UAS), Bangalore, for 

boosting agri-exports in India especially from Karnataka. 

● According to the MoU, the key areas of cooperation include  

○ Developing technologies jointly with APEDA for advanced 

alertness,  

○ Efficient and precision farming for enhancing quality exports;  

○ Diversifying the export basket, destinations and  

○ Boost high-value agri-exports by establishing Brand India globally 

by increasing agri-exports from Karnataka under Agri Export 

Policy (AEP) announced by the Government of India in 2018. 

● The collaborations between APEDA and UAS will also help in 

strengthening forward and backward linkages, participation in 

international exhibitions and fairs, branding and marketing, the 

establishment of market intelligence cells, and developing traceability 

systems.  

● Promotion and hand-holding of Farmer Producer Organizations and 

Farmer Producer Companies and linking them with international 

markets will also be the part of the agreement between APEDA and UAS. 

● The MoU is aimed at utilising both the organisations' expertise by 

mutually working together to synergize the activities in the interest of 

agriculture and allied sectors for bringing better value to the 

stakeholders. 

 

Hanging bridge at Harangi a much-awaited project 

● The people in the region and tourists visiting Harangi reservoir have felt 

a need for a hanging bridge in front of the dam for the past many years. 

● If constructed, the hanging bridge will facilitate a picturesque view of 

the dam, especially when water is released from all four crest gates. 

● Madikeri MLA recently visited the reservoir and directed officials from 

the irrigation department to come up with an action plan for a hanging 

bridge. 



● Patanjali Bharadwaj, an expert in hanging bridges, visited Harangi 

reservoir to look into the possibility of a bridge in front of the crest 

gates. 

● Patanjali Bharadwaj is the son of Girish Bharadwaj, famously known as 

the bridge-man of India. Patanjali said that a detailed project report will 

be prepared for the department. 

 

Covid-19: Karnataka's first Eta variant case found in Mangaluru 

● The State revealed its first Eta variant or B.1.525 case in Mangalore. 

● As of March 5 2021, the Eta variant had been detected in 23 countries. 

The first cases were detected in December 2020 in the UK and Nigeria, 

and as of 15 February, it had occurred in the highest frequency in 

Nigeria. 

● As of July 2021, UK experts are studying it to ascertain how much of a 

risk it could be. It is currently regarded as a "variant under 

investigation", but pending further study, it may become a "variant of 

concern". 

● The Eta variant or lineage B.1.525, also called VUI-21FEB-03 by Public 

Health England (PHE) does not carry the same N501Y mutation found in 

Alpha, Beta and Gamma, but carries the same E484K-mutation as found 

in the Gamma, Zeta, and Beta variants. 
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International Relations 

Biden administration non-committal on support for permanent UNSC 

seat for India 

● While the U.S. has in the past backed India’s bid for a permanent seat at 

the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), the Biden administration 

has continued to remain non-committal on the issue. 

● The U.S. has offered qualified support for building a consensus for 

enlargement of the UNSC – in terms of permanent and non-permanent 

members.  



● However, the U.S. would not support an expansion of the veto – given to 

the P-5, the current five permanent members: China, France, Russia, the 

U.K and the U.S. 

● The U.S said it supports building a consensus for modest enlargement of 

the Security Council for both permanent and non-permanent members, 

provided it does not diminish its effectiveness or its efficacy and does 

not alter or expand the veto. 

● Earlier this year the U.S. 's U.N Ambassador, Linda Thomas Greenfield, 

had also refrained from saying the U.S. supported India and other 

members of the G4 for a permanent UNSC seat, citing regional 

disagreements on who should get the seat. 

●  The G4 nations comprising Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan are four 

countries which support each other's bids for permanent seats on the 

United Nations Security Council. 

● India is currently (in 2021 and 2022) a non-permanent member of the 

UNSC and is president for the month of August. 

 

Polity and Governance 

Do you intend to close tribunals, Supreme Court asks Centre 

● The Supreme Court asked the Central government point-blank to come 

clean on whether it intends to “close” tribunals across the country by 

not filling up vacancies that have been pending for years. 

● The Chief Justice read out in open court the details of over 200 

vacancies in key tribunals and over 15 tribunals did not even have 

presiding officers.  

● It also said recommendations of names by the selection committees led 

by sitting Supreme Court judges to fill up the vacancies have been 

largely ignored by the government. 

Issue 

● The Bench pointed out that with tribunals defunct and High Courts 

having no jurisdiction over the areas of law wielded by tribunals, 

litigants have nowhere to go for justice. 

 

 



Governance 

Public Accounts Committee to tour Srinagar, Kargil, Leh and Drass 

● The committee visit is in connection with a 2019 report of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) on “high altitude clothing, 

equipment, ration and housing” for the Indian Army. The committee will 

be spending Independence Day at Kargil. 

The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 

● The Public Accounts Committee was introduced in 1921 after its first 

mention in the Government of India Act, 1919 also called the Montford 

Reforms. 

● The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is a financial committee 

constituted every year to examine the annual audit reports submitted 

by the Comptroller Auditor General (CAG) and report its findings to the 

parliament. 

● PAC acts as the watchdog of the public purse by examining the audit 

report on appropriation and finance accounts. 

● It comprises 22 members of parliament. Out of 22 members, 15 are 

elected from Lok Sabha and 7 members are elected from Rajya Sabha. 

 

History 

Celebrations begin to mark 150 years of iconic artist Abanindranath 

Tagore 

 

● The celebration, titled Abanindranath at 150: Bichitra Revisited, is being 

organised jointly by Victoria Memorial Hall, Kolkata, and DAG. 

● Abanindranath, a nephew of Rabindranath Tagore is considered as 

leading light of the Bengal School of Art. 



● He was the principal artist and creator of the "Indian Society of Oriental 

Art". 

● He helped shape modern Indian art and was the creator of the iconic 

‘Bharat Mata’ painting.  

● Abanindranath Tagore was arguably the first major exponent of an 

artistic idiom that sought to modernise the Mughal and the Rajput styles 

in order to counter the influence of Western models of art under the 

colonial regime. 

● His unique interpretation of swadeshi themes created a new awakening 

and heralded a revival of Indian art. 

● He was also a noted writer, particularly for children. Popularly known 

as 'Aban Thakur', his books Rajkahini, Buro Angla, Nalak, and Khirer 

Putul were landmarks in Bengali language children's literature and art. 

 

Measures to check population growth 

● As per the Report of the Technical Group on Population Projections 

(TGPP) July 2020, chaired by Registrar General of India (RGI), details of 

steps taken by the Government to stabilize population growth in the last 

five years are given below: 

● Mission Parivar Vikas has been introduced for substantially increasing 

access to contraceptives and family planning services in 146 high 

fertility districts in 7 high focus states. 

● Expanded Contraceptive Choices: The current contraceptive basket has 

been expanded with the inclusion of new contraceptives namely 

Injectable contraceptive (Antara programme) and Centchroman 

(Chhaya). 

● Post-partum Intrauterine contraceptive device (PPIUCD) incentive 

scheme under which PPIUCD services are provided post-delivery. 

● Redesigned Contraceptive Packaging: The packaging for Condoms, 

OCPs and ECPs has now been improved and redesigned so as to 

augment the demand for these commodities. 

● Family Planning Media Campaign: A holistic media campaign is in 

place to generate contraceptive demand. 



● WorldPopulation Day & fortnight (July 11 – July 24) is observed each 

year to boost Family Planning efforts all over the country. 

● Vasectomy fortnightly is observed throughout the country in November 

each year to lay emphasis on male participation. 

● The Scheme for Home Delivery of contraceptives by ASHAs at the 

doorstep of beneficiaries has been taken up. 

● The Family Planning Logistics Management Information System (FP-

LMIS) is being implemented to ensure last mile availability of FP 

commodities. 

● The Government has been implementing the National Family Planning 

Programme which has been instrumental in controlling the population:  

Indicators 

● The TFR of the country has declined from 2.9 in 2005 to 2.2 in 2018 

(SRS) 

● 28 out of 36 States/UTs have already achieved the replacement level 

fertility of 2.1 or less 

● The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) has declined from 23.8 in 2005 to 20.0 in 

2018 (SRS) 

● The Decadal growth rate has declined from 21.54% in 1990-2000 to 

17.64% during 2001-11 

● The Wanted Fertility Rate has declined from 1.9 in NFHS III to 1.8 in 

NFHS IV 

 

Ministry of Textiles Celebrates 7th National Handloom Day on August 07, 

2021 

● The Ministry of Textile celebrated the 7th National Handloom Day on 

August 07, 2021. 

● On this day, the handloom weaving community is honoured and the 

contribution of this sector in the socio-economic development of this 

country is highlighted. The resolve to protect our handloom heritage 

and to empower the handloom weavers and workers with greater 

opportunities is reaffirmed. 

● It is a day that also recognizes the Swadeshi Movement which was 

launched on the same date in 1905. 



India & handloom industry 

● One of the earliest industries to be established in India, it accounts for 

14% of the total Industrial production, contributes to nearly 30% of the 

total exports, and is the second-largest employer in the country after 

agriculture, employing more than 43 lakh weavers and allied workers. 

● The Government has also implemented a number of schemes to help 

achieve these objectives, like the National Handloom Development 

Programme (NHDP), Handloom Weavers Comprehensive Welfare 

Scheme (HWCWS), Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development 

Scheme (CHCDS) and Yarn Supply Scheme (YSS). 

● Further, in 2015, the ‘India Handloom’ brand was launched to represent 

high-quality handloom products and was adopted to promote the 

production of niche handloom products with high quality, authentic 

traditional designs with zero defect and zero effect on the environment. 

● The handloom sector is the 2nd largest employment provider in the 

country, providing employment and empowerment to a large number of 

women in the country. Over 70% of handloom weavers and allied 

workers in the sector are women. 

 

Sports 

Khel Ratna Award renamed after Dhyan Chand 

 

● India's highest sporting honour Khel Ratna Award, which was named 

after former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi, was rechristened in the 

honour of hockey wizard Dhyan Chand following the admirable 



performance of both men's and women's hockey teams in the Tokyo 

Olympics. 

● The prestigious award carries a prize money of ₹ 25 lakh. 

Major Dhyan Chand 

● Major Dhyan Chand (29 August 1905 – 3 December 1979) was an Indian 

field hockey player widely regarded as one of the greatest in the history 

of the sport.  

● He was known for his extraordinary goal-scoring feats, in addition to 

earning three Olympic gold medals, in 1928, 1932 and 1936, during an 

era where India dominated field hockey.  

● His influence extended beyond these victories, as India won the field 

hockey event in seven out of eight Olympics from 1928 to 1964. 

● He scored 570 goals in 185 matches according to his autobiography, 

Goal. 

● The Government of India awarded Chand India's third highest civilian 

honour of Padma Bhushan in 1956.  

● His birthday, 29 August, is celebrated as National Sports Day in India 

every year. 

 

State news 

After AP, highest hospital claims for cashless Covid treatment raised in 

Karnataka 

● Karnataka accounts for the second-highest number of hospital claims 

raised in the country under Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka (AB-

ArK) after Andhra Pradesh for cashless Covid treatment, data from 

Suvarna Arogya Suraksha Trust (SAST) revealed. 

● The state has received 2.68 lakh claims for Covid treatment since March 

2020. As many as 1.02 lakh claims worth Rs 504 crore have been paid as 

of August 4 2021.  

● While 62.09 lakh below poverty line families are supported by the 

Government of India under AB-ArK, another 53 lakh below poverty line 

families of Karnataka are taken care of by the state government under 

the scheme. 



● Another plus point of the state is human resources. "No other state has 

900 arogya mitras deployed in each empanelled hospital, hand-holding 

the public and a team of 100 doctors verifying each claim raised by 

hospitals leading to a quick turnaround time.  

Ayushman Bharat – Arogya Karnataka Scheme 

● Arogya Karnataka" was introduced by the Government of Karnataka in 

2018, with the goal of providing Universal Health Coverage to all 

residents of the State.  

● The Government of India later introduced Ayushman Bharat. Since both 

Arogya Karnataka and Ayushman Bharat schemes have the same goal, 

scope and similar modalities, both the schemes were integrated under a 

co-branded name called "Ayushman Bharat-Arogya Karnataka". 

Benefit 

● Financial assistance up to INR 5 lakh per annum will be provided for 

specified simple secondary care, complex secondary healthcare 

treatment, tertiary healthcare and emergency healthcare to a family that 

comes under the definition of "Eligible Patients".  

● This will be on a family floater basis, meaning one or more persons of 

the family can use the full cover of INR 5 lakh. One person can use the 

entire INR 5 lakh as well. 

● The benefit limit for General Patients shall be 30% of Government 

package rates, with an overall annual limit of INR 1.50 lakh per family 

per year on a co-payment basis. 

 

Four nabbed for trying to sell Ambergis worth Rs 8 crore in Kushalnagar 

● The Forest Mobile Squad (FMS), Mysuru unit, busted a gang of four for 

allegedly trying to sell Ambergris (vomit of a sperm whale), worth Rs 16 

crore and weighing 8.2 kilograms, near Kushalnagar in Kodagu district. 

● Ambergris is a very expensive wax that originates as a secretion in the 

intestines of the sperm whale.  

● It can be found floating in seas and is used in the manufacturing of 

perfumes and medicines. It costs up to Rs 3 crore per kilo in Khatar, 

Dubai and China. 



● It is yet to be ascertained from where the accused obtained the 

Ambergris. They might have collected it from the sea or they might have 

extracted it from a dead whale. 

 

Karnataka first state to issue order implementing NEP-2020: Ashwath 

Narayan 

● Karnataka has become the first state in the country to issue the order 

with regard to implementation of National Education Policy-2020, State 

Higher Education Minister C N Ashwath Narayan claimed. 

● The state government has issued an order today on implementation of 

the policy with effect from the current academic year 2021-2022. 

National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) 

● It was approved by the Union Cabinet of India on 29 July 2020, outlines 

the vision of India's new education system.  

● The new policy replaces the previous National Policy on Education, 

1986. 

● The policy is a comprehensive framework for elementary education to 

higher education as well as vocational training in both rural and urban 

India.  

● National Education Policy 2020 envisions an India-centric education 

system that contributes directly to transforming our nation sustainably 

into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society by providing high-

quality education to all. The policy aims to transform India's education 

system by 2040.     

● In January 2015, a committee under former Cabinet Secretary T. S. R. 

Subramanian started the consultation process for the New Education 

Policy. Based on the committee report, in June 2017, the draft NEP was 

submitted in 2019.                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


