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Polity and Governance  

CJI calls for women’s equal representation in judiciary        
● Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana backed 50% representation for 

women in the judiciary. 

● “It is your right. It is not a matter of charity...Enough of this thousands of 

years of suppression,” Chief Justice Ramana said. 

● The CJI paraphrased Karl Marx to say, “Women of the world, unite! You 

have nothing to lose but your chains.” 

Concerns 

● The CJI said women constitute only about 30% of the subordinate 

judiciary. 

● In High Courts, women judges constitute 11.5%. Here in the Supreme 

Court, we currently have four women Justices out of the sitting 33. That 

makes it just 12%.  

● Of the 1.7 million advocates, only 15% are women. Only 2% of the 

elected representatives in the State Bar Councils are women. There is no 

woman member in the Bar Council of India. This needs urgent 

correction. 

Way forward 

● The Chief Justice highlighted the need to increase gender diversity in 

legal education. 

● Reservation of a significant percentage of seats in law schools and 

universities for women, as a first step.  

● Ultimately, inclusion of women judges and lawyers will substantially 

improve the quality of justice delivery. 

 

Getting govt aid not a fundamental right: SC 

● Supreme Court ruling stating that the right to government aid is not a 

Fundamental Right. 

Details  

● The Supreme Court held in a judgment that the right of an institution, 

whether run by a majority or minority community, to get government 

aid is not a fundamental right.  

● Both have to equally follow the rules and conditions of the aid. 
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● Whether it is an institution run by the majority or the minority, all 

conditions that have relevance to the proper utilisation of the grant-in-

aid by an educational institution can be imposed.  

● Article 30(2) states that on the ground that an institution is under the 

management of a minority, whether based on religion or language, grant 

of aid to that educational institution cannot be discriminated against, if 

other educational institutions are entitled to receive aid,” a Bench said. 

● The Bench clarified that if the government made a policy call to 

withdraw aid, an institution cannot question the decision as a “matter of 

right”. 

● A grant of government aid comes with accompanying conditions. An 

institution is free to choose to accept the grant with the conditions or go 

its own way. 

● If an institution does not want to accept and comply with the conditions 

accompanying such aid, it is well open to it to decline the grant and 

move in its own way.  

● On the contrary, an institution can never be allowed to say that the 

grant of aid should be on its own terms. 

 

Anti-defection law, for independent legislators 

● Jignesh Mewani, an independent MLA from Gujarat, has said he has 

joined the Congress “in spirit” as he could not formally do so, having 

been elected as an independent. 

● The Tenth Schedule of the Constitution, popularly known as the anti-

defection law, specifies the circumstances under which changing of 

political parties by legislators invites action under the law. It includes 

situations in which an independent MLA, too, joins a party after the 

election. 

The 3 scenarios 

● The law covers three scenarios with respect to shifting of political 

parties by an MP or an MLA.  

○ The first is when a member elected on the ticket of a political 

party “voluntarily gives up” membership of such a party or votes 

in the House against the wishes of the party.  
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○ The second is when a legislator who has won his or her seat as an 

independent candidate joins a political party after the election. 

○ In both these instances, the legislator loses the seat in the 

legislature on changing (or joining) a party. 

○ The third scenario relates to nominated MPs. In their case, the law 

gives them six months to join a political party, after being 

nominated. If they join a party after such a time, they stand to lose 

their seat in the House. 

Disqualification 

● Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification of 

an MP or MLA rests with the presiding officer of the legislature. The law 

does not specify a time frame in which such a decision has to be made. 

 

20 RTI activists killed in Bihar in past 11 years 

● Bihar has proved to be hostile terrain for Right to Information (RTI) 

activists, with as many as 20 having been killed since 2010. 

Details  

● The RTI Act came into force in June 2005. 

● Sashidhar Mishra from Begusarai district was the first RTI activist killed 

in 2010 and just last week, Bipin Agrawal was killed, allegedly for 

exposing encroachment of government lands in East Champaran 

district. 

● Mr Agrawal had filed at least 900 RTI applications seeking details on 

government land encroachment in the district.  

● In 2011, the Whistleblowers Protection Act was drafted. The Act was 

later renamed The Whistleblowers Protection Act, 2014 and was passed 

by both Houses of Parliament, but never notified 
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Plea in HC seeks removal of verdict from Net 

● The Delhi High Court sought replies from the Centre, Google and India 

Kanoon on a plea seeking removal of a judgment and an order in 
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connection with a seven-year-old FIR under ‘Right to be Forgotten’, and 

asked how far this rule can be stretched. 

The Right to be Forgotten 

● The Right to be Forgotten falls under the purview of an individual’s 

right to privacy, which is governed by the Personal Data Protection Bill 

that is yet to be passed by Parliament. 

● In 2017, the Right to Privacy was declared a fundamental right by the 

Supreme Court in its landmark verdict. The court said at the time that, 

“the right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of the right to life 

and personal liberty under Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms 

guaranteed by Part III of the Constitution”. 

● Broadly, under the Right to be forgotten, users can de-link, limit, delete 

or correct the disclosure of their personal information held by data 

fiduciaries. 

● A data fiduciary means any person, including the State, a company, any 

juristic entity or any individual who alone or in conjunction with others 

determines the purpose and means of processing personal data. 

● The right to privacy is also governed by the Personal Data Protection 

Bill that is yet to be passed by Parliament. The bill exclusively talks 

about the “Right to be Forgotten.” 

Details  

● The court orally observed that the ‘right to be forgotten’ depends on 

how far it has to be stretched. “Tomorrow, people who defraud the 

banks will come and say ‘please remove the judgment’. We have to 

balance the rights,” it said. 

● The court was hearing a petition by one Sukhmeet Singh Anand seeking 

removal of a judgment and an order passed in 2015 and 2018 in 

connection with an FIR registered against him in 2014 by the Economic 

Offences Wing. 

 

 

 

 

People's Plan Campaign 2021 
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● Union Minister for Panchayati Raj and Rural Development launched the 

People's Plan Campaign 2021- Sabki Yojana Sabka Vikas and Vibrant 

Gram Sabha Dashboard.  

● He also released a booklet on the People Plan Campaign-2021 for 

preparation of plans for FY 2022-23 and the 10th issue of Gramoday 

Sankalp Magazine. 

● Panchayats are the centre points of grassroots democracy. There are 

31.65 lakh elected Panchayat representatives across the country in 

which 14.53 lakh are women. And, they can bring about tremendous 

transformational changes in rural areas.  

● Panchayats have a significant role to play in effective and efficient 

implementation of flagship schemes for transformation of rural India. 

● The Minister said that this year’s People’s Plan Campaign should be 

conducted with better people’s participation and each activity as part of 

the participatory planning should promote a sense of camaraderie and 

commitment among all citizens to common goals of all-round 

development of villages.  

● It is the responsibility of all of us that every Panchayat of the country 

should formulate such a well-thought-out Gram Panchayat Development 

Plan so that villages can achieve inclusive and sustainable development 

in the coming year. 
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PM to interact with Gram Panchayats and Pani Samitis on Jal Jeevan 

Mission on 2nd October 

● Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will interact with Gram Panchayats 

and Pani Samitis/ Village Water and Sanitation Committees (VWSC) on 

the Jal Jeevan Mission on 2nd October. 

● The Prime Minister will launch the Jal Jeevan Mission App for improving 

awareness among stakeholders and for greater transparency and 

accountability of schemes under the Mission. 

● Prime Minister will also launch Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh, where any 

individual, institution, corporate, or philanthropist, be it in India or 

abroad, can contribute to help provide tap water connection in every 

rural household, school, anganwadi centre, ashramshala, and other 

public institutions. 

About Pani Samitis/VWSC 

● Pani Samitis play a key role in planning, implementation, management, 

operation and maintenance of village water supply systems, thereby 

providing clean tap water to every household on a regular and long-

term basis. 

● Out of over 6 lakh villages, Pani Samitis/ VWSCs have been constituted 

in around 3.5 lakh villages. More than 7.1 lakh women have been 

trained to test the quality of water by using Field Test Kits. 

About Jal Jeevan Mission 

● On 15th August, 2019, Prime Minister announced the Jal Jeevan Mission 

to provide clean tap water to every household. At the time of launch of 

the mission, only 3.23. 

● As of October 2, 2021, about 8.26 Crore (43%) rural households have 

tap water supply in their homes. Every rural household in 78 districts, 

58 thousand Gram Panchayats and 1.16 lakh villages are getting tap 

water supply. Till now, tap water supply has been provided in 7.72 lakh 

(76%) schools and 7.48 lakh (67.5%) anganwadi centres. 

● To realize the Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 

Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas’, and following the ‘bottom up’ approach, 
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Jal Jeevan Mission is implemented in partnership with States with a 

budget of Rs. 3.60 lakh Crores.  

● Further, Rs. 1.42 lakh Crore has been allocated to PRIs as a tied grant 

under 15th Finance Commission for water and sanitation in villages for 

the period 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 

International Relations  

India, Australia sign ‘Terms of Reference’ for navy to navy talks 

● The Indian Navy and the Australian Navy signed the ‘Terms of 

Reference’ (ToR) for the conduct of the navy to navy talks under the 

framework of the ‘Joint Guidance for the India - Australia Navy to Navy 

Relationship’ document.  

● This is the first such document signed by the Indian Navy with any 

country. 

● The document set the navy to navy talks as the principal medium for 

guiding the bilateral cooperation. 

● The document would be pivotal in consolidating the shared 

commitment to promoting peace, security, stability and prosperity in 

the Indo-Pacific region. 

● The document provided flexibility for the implementation of separate 

agreements based on the specific outcomes of the talks.  

● The broad scope of the guidance was focussed on developing mutual 

understanding, cooperating for regional security, collaborating in 

mutually beneficial activities and developing interoperability, the 

statement noted. 

Highlights of document 

● The highlights of the document included close cooperation in regional 

and multilateral fora, including Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), 

Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS), Indian Ocean Rim 

Association (IORA) and expert working groups subordinate to the 

ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus framework. 

● The document was aligned to the ‘2020 Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership’ agreed by the Prime Ministers and aimed to ensure shared 

approaches to regional and global security challenges. 
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● The inaugural navy to navy talk with Australia was held in 2005. 

Bilateral defence relations between India and Australia have 

significantly expanded over the years and they have also concluded a 

Mutual Logistics Support Agreement. Australia is also part of the 

Malabar naval exercise, which also includes Japan and the U.S. 

● Australia has deployed a Liaison Officer at the Indian Navy’s 

Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) as part of 

efforts to expand cooperation in maritime domain awareness. 

 

Economy  

SAUBHAGYA completes FOUR years of successful 

implementation 

● 2.82 crore households have been electrified since the launch of 

SAUBHAGYA. These figures are till March 31st of 2021.   

● SAUBHAGYA is one of the largest household electrification drives in the 

world.  

● SAUBHAGYA (Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana) was 

announced by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 25th 

September 2017.  

● The objective of the scheme was achieving Universal Household 

Electrification in the country, through last mile connectivity and 

providing access to electricity to all un-electrified households in rural 

areas and poor households in urban areas. 

● The journey started with Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana 

(DDUGJY) which envisaged the creation of basic electricity 

infrastructure in villages.  

● The focus of the scheme was on strengthening & augmentation the 

existing infrastructure and metering of existing feeders/distribution 

transformers to improve the quality and reliability of power supply in 

rural areas. 

 

 

WORLD TOURISM DAY 2021 
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● The Ministry of Tourism is organizing an event to celebrate “World 

Tourism Day 2021” on 27th September 2021 in New Delhi, which has 

been designated by the UNWTO as a day to focus on “Tourism for 

Inclusive Growth”.  

● Tourism has the potential to contribute to inclusive growth by creating 

opportunities for all different groups, ethnicity, religion and across 

sectors such as agriculture, arts & crafts etc., services to contribute and 

benefit from economic growth.  

● Celebrated every September 27 around the world, the purpose of World 

Tourism Day (WTD) is to foster awareness among the international 

community on the importance of tourism and its social, cultural, 

political and economic value. 

● During the event, NIDHI 2.0 (National Integrated Database of Hospitality 

Industry) and ‘India Tourism Statistics – At a Glance, 2021’ will be 

launched. 

● A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) will also  be signed  between 

the Ministry of Tourism, United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) and The Responsible Tourism Society of India (RTSOI)to 

actively promote and support ‘sustainability initiatives’ in the tourism 

sector. 

 

Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) 

scheme 

● Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL) today signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding with South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) to 

establish a waste to energy plant in Delhi to convert Municipal Solid 

Waste into Compressed Biogas (CBG) for use as fuel for running 

vehicles.  

● The agreement was signed as a part of the extension of the SATAT 

initiative of the government under the synchronization scheme.  

● The Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation 

(SATAT) scheme envisages setting up of 5000 CBG plants by 2023-24 

with a production target of 15 MMTPA, facilitating the creation of new 

employment opportunities and enhancing farmers' income.  
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● By using Municipal Solid Waste as input, this initiative involves a multi-

pronged approach to reduce municipal waste on one hand and produce 

clean energy on the other in a sustainable manner. 

● As a part of the MoU, SDMC shall provide a designated area at the 

identified site in Hastsal in the West Zone to IGL for setting up a Biogas 

plant and CBG Station. SDMC shall also be providing an assured regular 

supply of segregated biodegradable waste (approx. 100 TPD) to IGL for 

running the proposed CBG plant. 

● This MoU shall be another step towards developing an ecosystem in the 

country for the production of CBG from various waste and biomass 

sources leading to multiple benefits like reduction of natural gas 

imports, reduction of GHG emission, reduction in burning of agriculture 

residues, remunerative income to farmers, employment generation, 

effective waste management etc.  

● The initiative is also in line with the goals of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, 

Swachh Bharat Mission and boosting the MSME sector. 

 

PMFME Scheme Seed Capital Module 

● The Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India, in 

association with the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, under the 

Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises 

(PMFME) Scheme, virtually launched the Seed Capital Module. 

● It was launched on Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban 

Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM) MIS Portal for seed capital assistance 

to members of urban Self Help Groups working in the food processing 

sector in India. 

● The seed capital portal can be accessed at 

https://nulm.gov.in/Auth/Login.aspx for Self Help Groups to avail the 

seed capital assistance of Rs.40,000 per SHG member under the PMFME 

Scheme.  

● Urban SHG members which are engaged in Food Processing activities 

would be sensitized and motivated about the PMFME scheme to avail 

the benefits of seed capital for purchasing small tools and working 

capital. 
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Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises 

(PMFME) Scheme 

● Launched under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the PMFME Scheme 

aims to enhance the competitiveness and promote formalization of the 

unorganized micro—food processing enterprises in India.  

● The scheme aims to empower the self-help groups by: 

○ Seed capital support of Rs.40,000 per SHG member; 

○ Credit linked subsidy for capital investment up to 35% with a 

ceiling of Rs. 10 lakh; 

○ Credit linked grant support up to 35% for establishing common 

infrastructure; 

○ Handholding support for DPR preparation and; 

○ Capacity building and training support. 

 

PM to dedicate to the Nation 35 crop varieties with special traits 

● To create mass awareness for adoption of climate resilient technologies, 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will dedicate 35 crop varieties with 

special traits to the Nation on 28th September 2021. 

About crop varieties with special traits 

● The crop varieties with special traits have been developed by the Indian 

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) to address the twin challenges 

of climate change and malnutrition.  

● Thirty-five such crop varieties with special traits like climate resilience 

and higher nutrient content have been developed in the year 2021.  

● These include a drought tolerant variety of chickpea, wilt and sterility 

mosaic resistant pigeonpea, early maturing variety of soybean, disease 

resistant varieties of rice and biofortified varieties of wheat, pearl millet, 

maize and chickpea, quinoa, buckwheat, winged bean and faba bean. 

About National Institute of Biotic Stress Management 

● The Prime Minister will also dedicate to the nation the newly 

constructed campus of National Institute of Biotic Stress Management, 

Raipur. 

● The National Institute of Biotic Stress Management at Raipur has been 

established to undertake basic and strategic research in biotic stresses, 
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develop human resources and provide policy support. The institute has 

started PG courses from the academic session 2020-21. 

About Green Campus Awards 

● PM to also distribute the Green Campus Award to the Agricultural 

Universities. 

● The Green Campus Awards has been initiated to motivate the State and 

Central Agricultural Universities to develop or adopt such practices that 

will render their campuses more green and clean, and motivate students 

to get involved in ‘Swachh Bharat Mission’, ‘Waste to Wealth Mission’ 

and community connect as per the National Education Policy-2020. 

 

Jobs increased by 29% since 2013, says survey 

 

● A report on the All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment 

Survey was released by the Labour and Employment Ministry. 

Details 

● The report said that the overall employment numbers had increased by 

29% from the base year of 2013-14. 

● However, in the first quarter of this fiscal (April-June 2021), 27% of the 

establishments surveyed reported pandemic-related retrenchment. 
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● The report covered 10,593 firms that employed more than 10 workers 

and were spread over nine sectors that account for 85% of the total 

employment in such establishments. 

● Overall, employment stood at 3.08 crore in the first quarter, up from 

2.37 crore as reported in the Sixth Economic Census (2013-2014). 

● All but two sectors — trade and accommodation & restaurants — saw 

an increase in employment over the period. 

● The report said the IT/BPO sector had the most impressive growth 

(152%), followed by health (77%), transport (68%), financial services 

(48%), construction (42%), education (39%) and manufacturing (22%). 

● Manufacturing was found to account for 41% of the establishments, 

followed by education (22%) and health (8%). 

● There was a decline in employment in trade (25%) and accommodation 

and restaurants (13%), which could be attributed to the second wave of 

the pandemic that was at its peak during the survey. 

Dip in female workers 

● The number of female workers showed a decline too, from 31% in the 

Sixth Economic Survey to 29% as of the first quarter of the quarterly 

employment survey. 

Useful for policy-makers 

● Earlier, Labour and Employment secretary Sunil Barthwal said having 

contemporary data was useful for policy-makers and this survey would 

help other government departments and Ministries as well. 

● The survey would help the public as well as they could focus on learning 

skills that are found lacking in the workforce. 

● He said when the government was coming up with COVID-19-related 

welfare schemes, like the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, the only 

data available was from the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation 

and the Employees State Insurance Corporation, or “administrative 

data”. 

● These surveys would be significant in policy-making in general and in 

framing a “national employment policy” soon. 

 

National Export Insurance Account (NEIA) scheme 
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● Government under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi has undertaken a series of measures to provide a boost 

to the exports sector.  

● In line with this, the Government has today approved capital infusion of 

has approved contribution of Grant-in-aid (Corpus) of ₹1,650 Crore to 

National Export Insurance Account (NEIA) over a period of five years, 

i.e. from FY 2021-2022 to FY 2025-2026. 

● NEIA Trust was established in 2006 to promote project exports from 

India that are of strategic and national importance.  

● The NEIA Trust promotes Medium and Long Term (MLT) /project 

exports by extending (partial/full) support to covers issued by ECGC 

(ECGC Ltd, formerly known as Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of 

India Ltd.) to MLT/project export and to Exim Bank for Buyer’s Credit 

(BC-NEIA) tied to project exports from India. 

● The capital infusion in NEIA Trust will help the Indian Project Exporters 

(IPE) to tap the huge potential of project exports in the focus market.  

● Support to project exports with Indian content sourced from across the 

country will enhance manufacturing in India.  

 

Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering and Technology in 

Jaipur 

● Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Central Institute of 

Petrochemical Engineering and Technology-Institute of Petrochemicals 

Technology, Jaipur in Rajasthan.  

● The Prime Minister said that in this time of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, a 

high level of skill will not only strengthen India but will also play a 

major role in achieving the resolve of self-reliant India.  

● Skilled manpower is the need of the hour for one of the fastest-growing 

industries like the Petro-Chemical Industry.  

● He said that the new Institute of Petrochemical Technology will connect 

the lakhs of youth with new possibilities.  

 

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) extended till 2022 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

● Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) since its launch, has 

extended relief to over 1.15 crore Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs) and businesses.  

● It has provided support to eligible borrowers in meeting their 

operational liabilities and restarting their businesses in the wake of 

disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

● With a view to support various businesses impacted by the second wave 

of COVID 19 pandemic, it has been has decided to extend the timeline of 

Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) till 31.03.2022 or till 

guarantees for an  amount of Rs 4.5 lakh crore are issued under the 

scheme, whichever is earlier.  

● Further, the last date of disbursement under the scheme has also been 

extended  to 30.06. 2022. 

The following modifications have been made in the scheme to enable 

support to businesses impacted by the second wave of COVID 

● Existing borrowers under ECLGS 1.0 & 2.0 would be eligible for 

additional credit support of upto 10% of total credit outstanding as on 

29.02.2020 or 31.03.2021, whichever is higher. 

● Businesses who have not availed assistance under ECLGS (ECLGS 1.0 or 

2.0),  can avail credit  support  of upto 30% of their credit outstanding 

as on 31.03.2021. 

● Businesses in sectors specified under ECLGS 3.0, who have previously 

not availed ECLGS, can avail credit support up to 40% of their credit 

outstanding as on 31.03.2021, to the maximum of Rs.200 crore per 

borrower; 

● Incremental credit can be availed within these limits by  existing ECLGS 

borrowers whose eligibility increased because of a change in cut-off 

date to 31.03.2021 from 29.02.2020. 

 

India Export Initiative and IndiaXports 2021 Portal 

● The Union Minister for MSMEs virtually inaugurated the India Export 

Initiative and IndiaXports 2021 Portal of India SME Forum in New Delhi.  

● MSME exports are going to play a role of a catalyst in restoring the 

strength of the Indian economy. 
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● With more than 63 million MSMEs spread across the geographical 

expanse of India, MSMEs have been contributing nearly 40% of overall 

India’s exports, contributing to approx. 6.11% of the country’s 

manufacturing GDP & 24.63% of the GDP from the services sector.  

● IndiaXports aims to orient MSMEs free of cost, with the objective of 

focussing on the untapped export potential in existing tariff lines and 

supporting MSMEs in order to grow the number of exporting MSMEs 

and increase MSME exports by 50% in 2022 and contributing to the 

PM’s dream of the US $5 Trillion Economy. 

●  This initiative features an Info Portal which serves as a knowledge base 

for exports by Indian MSMEs with the required information related to 

export potential for all the 456 tariff lines along with the potential 

markets as well as trends in exports, export procedures and lots more.  

● Apart from an export help desk, Instructor led orientation will also be 

provided to MSMEs through a series of sessions for specific sectors 

highlighting the opportunities in specific products in international 

markets.  

● The initiative targets 1 lakh+ MSMEs desirous of knowing more about 

exports and hand holding 30,000+ MSMEs to start exporting, doubling 

the base of active exporters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministry of Power Redesigns Renewable Energy Certificate (REC) 

Mechanism 

● The Union Minister of Power and New & Renewable Energy has given 

his assent to amendments in the existing Renewable Energy Certificate 

(REC)  mechanism.  
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● The intent behind this decision is to align the ‘mechanism’ with the 

emerging changes in the power scenario and also to promote new 

renewable technologies. 

The Salient features of changes proposed in the revamped REC 

mechanism are: 

● Validity of REC would be perpetual, i.e., till it is sold. 

● Floor and forbearance prices are not required to be specified. 

● CERC has monitoring and surveillance mechanisms to ensure that there 

is no hoarding of RECs. 

● The RE generators who are eligible for REC, will be eligible for issuance 

of RECs for the period of PPA as per the prevailing guidelines.  The 

existing RE projects that are eligible for REC would continue to get RECs 

for 25 years. 

● A technology multiplier can be introduced for promotion of new and 

high priced RE technologies, which can be allocated in various baskets 

specific to technologies depending on maturity. 

● RECs can be issued to obligated entities (including DISCOMs and open 

access consumers) which purchase RE Power beyond their RPO 

compliance notified by the Central Government. 

● No REC to be issued to the beneficiary of subsidies/concessions or 

waiver of any other charges. The FOR defines concessional charges 

uniformly for denying the RECs. 

● Allowing traders and bilateral transactions in the REC mechanism. 

● The changes proposed in the revamped REC mechanism will be 

implemented by CERC through a regulatory process.  

● To address the mismatch between availability of REsources and the 

requirement of the obligated entities to meet their renewable purchase 

obligation (RPO), Pan-India market-based Renewable Energy Certificate 

(REC) Mechanism was introduced in the year 2010. 

DigiSaksham- a joint initiative of Labour Ministry with Microsoft India to 

enhance the employability of youth 
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● The Minister for Labour and Employment launched DigiSaksham - a 

digital skills programme to enhance the employability of youth by 

imparting digital  skills  that are required in an increasingly technology 

driven era.  

● This joint initiative with Microsoft India is an extension of the 

Government’s ongoing programs to support the youth from rural and 

semi-urban areas. 

● Through the DigiSaksham initiative, free of cost training in digital skills 

including basic skills as well as advanced computing, will be provided to 

more than 3 lakh youths in the first year.   

● The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers of semi urban areas 

belonging to disadvantaged communities, including those who have lost 

their jobs due to Covid-19 pandemic. 

● Under the DigiSaksham initiative, there will be basically three types of 

training viz. Digital Skills – Self paced learning, VILT mode training 

(Virtual Instructor led) and ILT mode training (Instructor led).   
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● The ILT training, which is in person training, would be conducted at the 

Model Career Centres (MCCs) and National Career Service Centres 

(NCSC) for SCs/STs across the country. 

● Through this initiative, nearly one crore active job seekers  registered 

on National Career Service (NCS)  Portal will be able to access training 

in areas like Javascript, Data Visualisation, Advance Excel, Power Bi, 

HTML, Programming languages, software development fundamentals, 

Introduction to coding , etc, equipping them with the skills required in a 

digital economy.  

● DigiSaksham will be implemented in the field by Aga Khan Rural 

Support Programme India (AKRSP-I).  

National Career Service (NCS) Portal 

● The DigiSaksham initiative will equip more than 300,000 youth in 

technical skills in the first year and Jobseekers can access Microsoft 

learning resources such as programming languages, data analytics, 

software development fundamentals and advanced digital productivity 

on the National Career Service (NCS) Portal.  

● The Ministry of Labour and Employment is implementing the National 

Career Service (NCS) Project as a Mission Mode Project for 

transformation of the National Employment Service to provide a variety 

of employment related services like job matching, career counselling, 

vocational guidance, information on skill development courses, 

apprenticeship, internships etc.  

 

Current account surplus slides to $6.5 billion in Q1 

● India’s current account balance saw a far lower surplus of $6.5 billion 

(0.9% of GDP) in the first quarter ended June 30, (Q1FY22) compared 

with a surplus of $19.1 billion (3.7% of GDP) a year earlier. 

● Reserve Bank of India data released showed that the balance of 

payments registered a $8.1 billion deficit (1% of GDP) in the quarter 

ended March. 

The current account  

● A country's current account records the value of exports and imports of 

both goods and services and international transfers of capital.  
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● It is one of the three components of its balance of payments. 

● Current account measures the nation's earnings and spendings abroad 

and it consists of the balance of trade, net primary income or factor 

income (earnings on foreign investments minus payments made to 

foreign investors) and net unilateral transfers, that have taken place 

over a given period of time.  

● The current account balance is one of two major measures of a country's 

foreign trade (the other being the net capital outflow).  

○ A current account surplus indicates that the value of a country's 

net foreign assets (i.e. assets less liabilities) grew over the period 

in question, and a current account deficit indicates that it shrank.  

 

S&T 

Indian Observatories becoming prime location for deep Space Studies 

● India is geographically blessed with unique locations which offer views 

that are mesmerizing. India is also emerging as a hotspot for 

astronomical studies.  

● As per a recent study published in the Monthly Notices for Royal 

Astronomical Society, the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) which 

is located in Hanle near Leh in Ladakh has become a prime site for 

infrared and optical astronomical studies. 

● This is due to the benefit of crystal clear nights along with minimal light 

pollution, background aerosol concentration, no interruption by the 

monsoon, and extremely dry atmosphere conditions. 

● As per the study, researchers found that the Indian Astronomical 

Observatory located in the Hanle site is as dry as the Atacama Desert 

located in Chile and also, it is much drier than Devasthal, Nanital 

location.  

● It is fascinating to note that the site offers around 270 clear nights in a 

year. While Hanle offers a clear and magnificent sky for probing into the 

mysterious deep space studies, the best site among the eight is Paranal 

which is located in a high-altitude desert of Chile and this site offers 

87% clear nights in a year. 
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● The study could pave the way for the Indian government to establish 

more such observatories and telescopes in the vicinity of the region, 

therefore making it a prime location for astronomical observations. 

 

Obituaries  

Kamla Bhasin, pioneering feminist icon, poet and author, dies 

at 75 

 
● Feminist icon, poet, author and a pioneer of the women’s rights 

movement in South Asia, Kamla Bhasin, died in Delhi late Friday night 

after a short but spirited battle against liver cancer. She was 75. 

● Bhasan remained committed to the causes she fought for until the very 

end, participating in an online meeting from her ICU bed just hours 

before her death.In a historic initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi will launch the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission on 27th 

September 2021. 

● Bhasin worked with the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization for 25 

years. During this time, she reached out to women across the country. 

● Bhasin was the founder of Sangat, a South Asian feminist network, and 

co-founder of Jagori, a women’s resource centre. She was also the South 
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Asian coordinator of the One Billion Rising campaign, besides being 

associated with several other organisations. 

● She is known for improvising and popularising in India the ‘Azadi’ 

slogan, which she picked up from Pakistani feminists, as well as for her 

poems written for children, the most notable being ‘Because I’m a girl, I 

must study’. She wrote more than 30 books on women’s rights and eight 

children’s books, along with several songs and poems. 

● Through her songs and posters, she has reached out to millions of 

activists and energised protests… Using simple language to demystify 

concepts, she was able to reach out the ideas of feminism and patriarchy 

to the lay person without jargon. 

 

Culture     

IGNCA to start cultural mapping in 75 villages soon 
● The National Mission on Cultural Mapping has now been handed over to 

the Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA), which is gearing 

up for a trial run in 75 villages in October 2021. 

● The Culture Ministry had approved the mission in 2017 with a ₹469 

crore budget from 2017-2018 to 2019-2020, according to the 

administrative approval for the project. However, the project had been 

slow to take off. 

● The Culture Ministry was working on the cultural mapping mission to 

build a comprehensive database of artists, art forms and other 

resources from organisations under the Ministry. 

● So far 14.53 lakhs artists/artisans have been registered on NMCM portal 

through secondary sources State/UT-wise. However, no direct benefits 

or assistance has been extended through this Mission to the registered 

artists/institutions. 

● The cultural mapping project had recently been handed over to the 

IGNCA. The work of creating a database for folk arts and mapping of 

heritage of villages would be carried out over five years. 

● Teams of volunteers from the Nehru Yuva Kendra Sanghathan, the 

National Service Scheme and students of sociology and social work 
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would be deputed to visit villages and collect data on the art forms and 

heritage of the areas. 

● While the entire project would take five years and a budget of ₹89 crore 

had been approved for it, the IGNCA would aim to complete mapping in 

5,000 villages by the end of financial year 2021-2022. 

 

Geography  

Alert sounded in Odisha over Cyclone Gulab 

 

● The Odisha government  sounded the warning for the cyclonic storm 

christened ‘Gulab’, which is expected to cross the coast between its 

southern districts and north Andhra Pradesh at wind speeds of 75-85 

kmph on Sunday evening.  

● The India Meteorological Department (IMD) informed the National 

Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) that the cyclone would mostly 

likely affect Srikakulam, Vizianagaram and Visakhapatnam districts in 

Andhra Pradesh, and Ganjam and Gajapati districts in Odisha. 

● The deep depression over northwest and adjoining west central Bay of 

Bengal moved nearly westwards with a speed of seven kmph in last 6 

hours, intensified into Cyclonic Storm ‘Gulab’ (pronounced as Gul-Aab) 
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and lay centered over northwest and adjoining west central Bay of 

Bengal, about 370 km east-southeast of Gopalpur (Odisha). 

● The system is likely to move nearly westwards and cross north Andhra 

Pradesh - south Odisha coast between Kalingapatnam and Gopalpur 

around the evening of September 26. 

● In 2018, Cyclone Titli, which had hit the same region of Odisha, left 

many people dead in the subsequent heavy flooding and landslides. This 

time, seven districts — Ganjam, Gajapati, Koraput, Malkangiri, 

Nabarangpur, Rayagada and Kandhamal — have been asked to stay 

alert. 

● Gulab is the second cyclonic storm to form over the Bay of Bengal and 

make landfall over the Andhra-Odisha coast this year. Very severe 

cyclonic storm Yaas made its landfall near Balasore in Odisha on May 26 

2021. 

 

Zojila tunnel: Kashmir to Ladakh, all year round 

 

● Government is pushing to complete the massive Zojila tunnel, its 

showpiece infra project in Kashmir and Ladakh, before Republic Day, 
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2024. Road Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari inspected the west portal 

of the tunnel in Baltal. 

LONGEST ROAD TUNNEL 

● At 14.15 km, the Zojila tunnel will be India’s longest road tunnel, and 

Asia’s longest bi-directional tunnel. A connecting tunnel from Z-Morh on 

NH1 to the Zojila tunnel will be built in the Zojila Ghats between 

Sonmarg and Kargil.  

● The work on the entire 33-km span is divided into two divisions. 

○ The first part involves development and expansion of the 18.475-

km highway between Z-Morh to Zojila. A 3-km stretch will be 

expanded; the rest will be newly developed. The highway will 

have 2 twin-tube tunnels, 5 bridges, and 2 snow galleries. 

○ The second part is building the 14.15-km Zojila tunnel itself — 9.5 

m wide, 7.57 m high, 2 lanes, in shape of a horseshoe. 

● In addition, a 2,350-m concrete ‘cut and cover’ tunnel will be built, along 

with 3 ventilation caverns/shafts. Works also include construction of 

portals, control buildings, ventilation buildings and muck disposables 

along the route. 

TWO UTs CLOSER TOGETHER 

● When complete, the Zojila tunnel will allow travel between Srinagar and 

Ladakh throughout the year.  

● The distance from Baltal to Minamarg will come down to 13 km from 

the present 40 km, travel time is expected to be cut by an hour and a 

half, and the journey is expected to be less strenuous.  

● The project is expected to lead to integrated development of both 

Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanuthang-Handanbroke-Zungpal-Turtuk, the 26.6 Km long greenfield 

road 
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● On a landmark day for the Union Territory of Ladakh and its people, 

construction on 05 major road infrastructure development projects was 

launched by His Excellency the Governor of Ladakh Shri Radha Krishna 

Mathur, from Turtuk, the northernmost village of India.  

● Following the MoU, signed on 03 Sep 2021, between the Ladakh 

Administration and the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), projects 

involving construction/improvement of roads and tunnels were 

assigned to BRO for development of connectivity in the hilly region.  

● Construction of road Hanuthang-Handanbroke-Zungpal-Turtuk, the 

26.6 Km long greenfield road is planned to provide inter valley 

connectivity between Hanuthang-Handanbroke (Indus Valley) and 

Zungpal-Turtuk (Shyok Valley) across the Stakpuchan Range.  

● This will also reduce the travel time to Three and Half Hours from 

existing Nine Hours to Turtuk via Leh without crossing the treacherous 

Khardungla pass. 

● Upgradation of 4 major single lane roads has also commenced.  

● These roads are, 78 Km road Khalse to Batallik, 50 Km road Kargil to 

Dumgil which will also include construction of a tunnel at Hambotingla 

to ensure seamless connectivity from Kargil to Batallik,70 km road 

Khalsar to Shyokvia Agham and 31 Km Tangtse to Lukung.  

● All these roads are used extensively by travellers to reach sought after 

tourist destinations such as Hundar (Nubra Valley), Turtuk village, 

Shyok, Pangon-Tso lake and Aryan villages of Dah, Garkone Darchik etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health  

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 
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● In a historic initiative, Hon. Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi 

launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission on 27th September 

2021. 

 
● The pilot project of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission had been 

announced by the Prime Minister from the ramparts of Red Fort on 15th 
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August, 2020. Currently, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is being 

implemented in a pilot phase in six Union Territories. 

● The nation-wide rollout of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission coincides 

with NHA celebrating the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB PM-JAY).  

● The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is based on the foundations laid 

down in the form of Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile (JAM) trinity and 

other digital initiatives of the government. 

● Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will create a seamless online platform 

through the provision of a wide-range of data, information and 

infrastructure services, duly leveraging open, interoperable, standards-

based digital systems while ensuring the security, confidentiality and 

privacy of health-related personal information.  

● The Mission will enable access and exchange of longitudinal health 

records of citizens with their consent. 

● The key components of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission include  

○ A health ID for every citizen that will also work as their health 

account, to which personal health records can be linked and 

viewed with the help of a mobile application;  

○ A Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and Healthcare 

Facilities Registries (HFR) that will act as a repository of all 

healthcare providers across both modern and traditional systems 

of medicine.  

● The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox, created as a part of the 

Mission, will act as a framework for technology and product testing that 

will help organizations, including private players, intending to be a part 

of the National Digital Health Ecosystem become a Health Information 

Provider or Health Information User. 

 

 

 

 

Shortage of doctors and paramedical workers 
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● The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu called for addressing the 

shortage of trained human resources in the health sector on a war 

footing. 

● Noting the low doctor to population ratio at 1:1,511 in India against the 

WHO norm of 1:1,000, he stressed the need for creating more medical 

colleges in line with the government’s intention of setting up one 

medical college and hospital in every district of the country. 

● Referring to the paucity of paramedical staff in the country, Shri Naidu 

called for improving the nurse to population ratio (1:670 in India, 

compared to the WHO norm of 1:300) in a mission mode.  

● On the shortage of trained manpower in rural areas, he suggested 

creating better incentives and infrastructure to attract health care 

workers to serve in the villages. 

● He referred to the 15th Finance Commission recommendations, which 

said that states should increase spending on health to more than 8% of 

their respective budgets by 2022 and the public health expenditure of 

the iCentre and States together should be increased in a progressive 

manner to reach 2.5 percent of GDP by 2025. 

● Referring to the recommendation of the 15th Finance Commission for 

allocating more than Rs.13,000 crore to train allied health workers, he 

said it is expected to create an additional 15 lakh workforce. 

 

‘COVID Teeka Sang Surakshit Van, Dhan aur Uddyam’ 

● The Ministry of Tribal Affairs, virtually launched the nationwide 

campaign “COVID Teeka Sang Surakshit Van, Dhan aur Uddyam”  to 

accelerate the pace of COVID vaccination among tribals, in India.   

● The campaign will leverage the 45,000 Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVK) 

of the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India 

(TRIFED), a national level cooperative body under the administrative 

control of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India. 

● The campaign is being launched in partnership with UNICEF and WHO. 

The goal is to connect over 50 lakh tribals emphasizing COVID-19 

vaccination is free, available in the nearby centres and it not only 
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protects people from hospitalization cost and death but also  helps to 

continue with livelihood activities.  

● The campaign will highlight the three key Js: 

○ Jeevan (Life) – Every life and livelihood is precious, so vaccination 

is key to life and is free. 

○ Jeevika (Livelihood) – You can continue with your Van Dhan Vikas 

Kendra and livelihood activities without any fear of getting the 

disease if you are vaccinated. It also saves you from 

hospitalization and other opportunity costs. 

○ Jaagrookta (Awareness) – Simplification of the process of 

registration for vaccination, place, accessibility to different 

audiences and age groups, especially women and elderly 

population. Van Dhan Vikas Kendras collaborate and work with 

other stakeholders with service as a motto and with dedication 

and commitment that they have a key role to make Panchayats 

and villages coronavirus free. 

 

 

 

National Action Plan for dog Mediated Rabies Elimination by 2030 

● On the occasion of World Rabies Day today, Union Minister for Animal 

Husbandry and Dairying unveiled the National Action Plan for dog 

Mediated Rabies Elimination by 2030 (NAPRE). 

● The Ministers urged all the States and UTs to make Rabies a notifiable 

Disease. Shri Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri Parshottam Rupala also 

launched the “Joint Inter-Ministerial Declaration Support Statement” for 

the Elimination of Dog mediated Rabies from India by 2030 through 

One Health Approach. 

● Villagers refer to the disease as ‘Hadakwa’ unfamiliar with the English 

name. The mere mention of ‘Hadakwa’ induces terror in rural areas. 

Villagers will actively come forward when they understand that Rabies 

translates to ‘Hadakwa’. They will actively help the government in this 

noble endeavour. 
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● So the senior officials present were advised to use the more familiar 

term ‘Hadakwa’ in popularizing the activities to be taken up under the 

Plan. 

● Rabies is 100% fatal but 100% vaccine preventable. 33% of global 

rabies deaths are recorded in India. 

 

 

Centrally Sponsored National Scheme for PM POSHAN 

 

● The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by the 

Hon’ble Prime Minister has approved the continuation of ‘National 

Scheme for PM POSHAN in Schools’ for the five year period 2021-22 to 

2025-26 with the financial outlay of ₹ 54061.73 crores from the Central 

Government and ₹ 31,733.17 crore from State Governments & UT 

administrations. 

● The Central Government will also bear additional costs of about ₹ 

45,000 crore on foodgrains. Therefore, the total scheme budget will 

amount to ₹ 1,30,794.90 crore. 
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● The CCEA cleared the PM POSHAN Scheme for providing one hot cooked 

meal in Government and Government-aided schools from 2021-22 to 

2025-26.  

● This is a Centrally-Sponsored Scheme which covers all school children 

studying in Classes I-VIII of Government, Government-Aided Schools.  

● The earlier name of the scheme was ‘National Scheme for Mid Day Meal 

in Schools’ , popularly known as Mid Day Meal Scheme. 

● The scheme covers about 11.80 crore children studying in 11.20  lakh 

schools across the country. During 2020-21, Government of India 

invested more than ₹ 24,400 crore in the scheme, including a cost of 

about ₹ 11,500 crore on foodgrains. 

Highlights of the decision that would improve the efficiency and 

effectiveness of the scheme are as below: 

○ The scheme is proposed to be extended to students studying in 

pre-primary or Bal Vatikas of Government and Government-aided 

primary schools in addition to all the 11.80 crore children from 

elementary classes. 

○ The concept of TithiBhojan will be encouraged extensively. 

TithiBhojan is a community participation programme in which 

people provide special food to children on special 

occasions/festivals. 

○ Government is promoting development of School Nutrition 

Gardens in schools to give children first hand experience with 

nature and gardening. The harvest of these gardens is used in the 

scheme, providing additional micro nutrients. School Nutrition 

Gardens have already been developed in more than 3 lakh 

schools. 

○ Social Audit of the scheme is made mandatory in all the districts. 

○ Vocal for Local for Atma Nirbhar Bharat: Involvement of Farmers 

Producer Organizations (FPO) and Women Self Help Groups in 

implementation of the scheme will be encouraged. Use of locally 

grown traditional food items for a fillip to local economic growth 

will be encouraged. 
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Nipah antibodies found in bat samples in Kerala 

● Nipah virus antibodies (IgG antibodies) were detected in bat samples 

collected by the National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune, from 

Kodiyathoor and Thamarassery in Kozhikode district near the 

panchayat where a Nipah virus outbreak had been confirmed last 

month. 

Why is Nipah a cause of concern? 

● Nipah virus (NiV) is said to be on the top-10 priority list of pathogens 

identified by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

● Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonotic virus (it is transmitted from animals to 

humans) and can also be transmitted through contaminated food or 

directly between people.  

● Although Nipah virus has caused only a few known outbreaks in Asia, it 

infects a wide range of animals and causes severe disease and death in 

people, making it a public health concern. 

● Nipah virus infection in humans causes a range of clinical presentations, 

from asymptomatic infection (subclinical) to acute respiratory infection 

and fatal encephalitis. 

● The case fatality rate is estimated at 40% to 75%. This rate can vary by 

outbreak depending on local capabilities for epidemiological 

surveillance and clinical management. 

● Nipah virus can be transmitted to humans from animals (such as bats or 

pigs), or contaminated foods and can also be transmitted directly from 

human-to-human. 

● Fruit bats of the Pteropodidae family are the natural host of Nipah virus. 

● There is no treatment or vaccine available for either people or animals. 

The primary treatment for humans is supportive care. 

● The 2018 annual review of the WHO R&D Blueprint list of priority 

diseases indicates that there is an urgent need for accelerated research 

and development for the Nipah virus. 

● In terms of preventive measures, it’s advised to follow everything that 

one would for other viral infections, including frequent washing of 

hands, avoiding going to an area which is infested by bats. “We also 

need to avoid eating those fruits [which are found in those trees] where 
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bats are found. Besides bats, pigs are the common reservoir [for the 

virus].” 

 

 

NITI Aayog Launches Report on Best Practices in the Performance of 

District Hospitals 

 

● NITI Aayog today released a performance assessment report of district 

hospitals in India, titled Best Practices in the Performance of District 

Hospitals.  

● The report is an outcome of collaboration with the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare and WHO India. The National Accreditation Board 

for Hospitals and Healthcare Providers, a constituent board of the 

Quality Council of India, conducted the on-ground data validation. 

● This report is the first-ever performance assessment of district hospitals 

undertaken across the country. 

● It marks a major shift in the healthcare delivery system towards data-

driven governance and takes us even closer to communities and people 

availing health services.  
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● The entire objective of the exercise is to pave the way for a more 

informed understanding of healthcare services available in different 

regions. 

● The assessment framework covers 10 Key Performance Indicators 

across the domains of Structure and Output. 

● A total of 707 district hospitals across all States and Union Territories 

participated in the performance assessment.  

● The Health Management Information System (HMIS) data for the year 

2017–18 has been used as baseline for this exercise.  

● The framework classifies hospitals in three categories: Small Hospitals 

(less than or equal to 200 beds), Mid-sized Hospitals (between 201–300 

beds) and Large Hospitals (more than 300 beds).  

● Overall, 75 district hospitals across 24 States and Union Territories 

emerged as top performers on indicators ranging from availability of 

beds, medical and paramedical staff, core health and diagnostic testing 

services to outputs such as bed occupancy rate and number of surgeries 

per surgeon. 

 

NITI Aayog launches ‘The State Nutrition Profiles” for 19 States and 

Union Territories 

● NITI Aayog, in a joint effort with International Food Policy Research 

Institute (IFPRI), Indian Institute of Population Sciences (IIPS), UNICEF 

and Institute of Economic Growth (IEG) launched ‘The State Nutrition 

Profiles” for 19 States and Union Territories on 30th September, 2021.  

● The ‘State Nutrition Profiles’ (SNPs) give insights on nutrition outcomes, 

immediate and underlying determinants and interventions based on 

NFHS-rounds 3, 4 and 5.  

● The SNPs include a comprehensive compilation of crucial data that can 

positively affect policy decisions and facilitate research in the area.  

● The trend analysis of key indicators such as wasting, stunting, anemia, 

underweight and overweight and NCDs (Diabetes and High blood 

pressure) showcase the variability of performance across districts.  

● The reports highlight the best and worst performing districts, highest 

burden districts and top coverage districts of the country.  



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

India and US to set-up joint working group in defence industrial security 

● The Industrial Security Agreement (ISA) summit between India and the 

United States was held between September 27to October 01, 2021 at 

New Delhi.  

● The summit was organised to develop a protocol for the exchange of 

classified information between the defence industries of both the 

nations.  

● The Summit was led by Designated Security Authorities (DSAs) namely 

Shri Anurag Bajpai and Mr David Paul Bagnati from the Indian and US 

sides respectively. 

● The ISA was signed in December 2019 to facilitate the exchange of 

classified information between the defence industries of both the 

countries. It was held to create a roadmap for the implementation of the 

ISA.  

● During the summit, both sides agreed in-principle to establish the Indo-

US Industrial Security Joint Working Group.  

● This group will meet periodically to align the policies and procedures 

expeditiously that will allow the defence industries to collaborate on 

cutting edge defence technologies. 

 

Defence and Security  

Akash Prime range of missile test-fired successfully 

● India successfully test-fired a new version of the Akash missile on 27 

September 2021 from the integrated test range at Odisha’s Chandipur.  

● The new missile named Akash Prime intercepted and destroyed an 

unmanned aerial target which mimicked an enemy aircraft during its 

maiden flight test. 

● The Akash Prime is equipped with indigenous active RF seeker for 

improved accuracy, which makes sure that the target at which the 

missile is fired is hit. Other improvements were also incorporated in 

Akash Prime like ensuring reliable performance under a low-

temperature environment at higher altitudes. 

● In comparison to the existing Akash system, Akash Prime is equipped 

with an indigenous active RF seeker for improved accuracy.  
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● Other improvements also ensure more reliable performance under a 

low-temperature environment at higher altitudes.  

● The modified ground system of the existing Akash weapon system was 

for the flight test. 

 

Defence Ministry issues order for Ordnance Factory Board dissolution 

● The Defence Ministry has issued an order for the dissolution of the 

Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) with effect from October 1 upon which 

its assets, employees and management would be transferred to seven 

newly constituted Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).  

Details 

● This would mean the end of the OFB, the establishment of which was 

accepted by the British in 1775. 

● On June 16 2021, the Union Cabinet had approved a long awaited 

reform plan to corporatise the OFB, which has 41 factories, into seven 

fully government-owned corporate entities on the lines of DPSUs. 

● Accordingly, with effect from October 1, the management, control, 

operations and maintenance of these 41 production units and identified 

non-production units would be transferred to seven government 

companies — Munitions India Limited, Armoured Vehicles Nigam 

Limited, Advanced Weapons and Equipment India Limited, Troop 

Comforts Limited, Yantra India Limited, India Optel Limited, and Gliders 

India Limited. 

● This is in respect of production activities, viz production of arms, 

ammunitions, weapons, vehicles, defence equipment and non-defence 

equipment; and identified non-production activities.  

● The government has also decided to transfer the management, control, 

operations and maintenance of certain identified non-production units 

of OFB and identified surplus land at 16 production units of OFB to the 

Directorate of Ordnance (Coordination & Services) under the DDP. 

● All the employees of OFB (Group A, B and C) belonging to the 

production units and also the identified non-production units shall be 

transferred en masse to the new DPSUs on terms of foreign service 

without any deputation allowance initially for a period of two years. 
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Environment and Ecology  

The burden of climate change on children born today 

● In a study published in the journal Science, researchers have found that 

children born today will be hit much harder by extreme climate events 

than today’s adults.  

Details  

● During his or her lifetime, a child born in 2021 is likely to experience on 

average twice as many wildfires, two to three times more droughts, 

almost three times more river floods and crop failures and about seven 

times more heat waves compared to a person who is, say, 60 years old 

today. 

● This is a community-driven climate-impacts modelling initiative that 

assesses the differential impacts of climate change. 

● Under a scenario of current “insufficient” climate policies, dangerous 

extreme heatwave events, which affect about 15% of the global land 

area today, could treble to 46% by the end of this century.  

● However, if countries are able to follow through with their climate 

policies as decided under the Paris Climate Agreement, this effect could 

be limited to 22%, which is just seven percentage points more than the 

global land area that is affected today. 

● In terms of experiencing droughts, heatwaves, river floods and crop 

failures, people under the age of 40 today will live what the researchers 

call “an unprecedented life”. 

Inter-sectoral Impact Model Intercomparison Project (ISIMIP) 

● The study is based on data from the Inter-sectoral Impact Model 

Intercomparison Project (ISIMIP). 

● This is a community-driven climate-impacts modelling initiative that 

assesses the differential impacts of climate change. 

● The ISIMIP data were used alongside country-scale, life-expectancy 

data, population data and temperature trajectories from the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 
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Supreme Court lashes out at firecracker manufacturers 

 

● The Supreme Court lashed out at firecracker manufacturers for violating 

the spirit of its 2018 judgment banning toxic ingredients like barium in 

fireworks, saying the prime focus of the court is the “right to life of 

innocent people”. 

Concerns 

● Many manufacturers continue to use toxic ingredients knowing that the 

court had banned them.  

● Children “whose nimble fingers are used to tie the knots on the 

firecrackers” are employed in these factories and exposed to the poison.  

● There is poison to start with and it ends in poisoning the air for 

innocents. 

 

Details 

● The manufacturers’ contended that thousands of employees earn their 

livelihood in the industry. 

● The Bench retorted that “we have to balance between employment, 

unemployment and the right to life and health of citizens”. 
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● We cannot sacrifice the lives of many for a few. Our prime focus is the 

right to life of innocent people. 

● The “joined crackers” continue to be burst with impunity across the 

country despite the ban imposed on them by the apex court in a 

judgment on October 23, 2018. 

● The Supreme Court had directed the Centre in 2018 that “The 

manufacture, sale and use of joined firecrackers [series crackers or 

laris] is hereby banned as the same causes huge air, noise and solid 

waste problems”. 

● The 2018 judgment had balanced employment concerns in the industry 

and the right to life of citizens by approving the government’s 

suggestions for “green crackers” and those with reduced emission.  

● However, the authorities have turned a blind eye as toxic crackers flood 

the market even without the approval of the Petroleum and Explosives 

Safety Organisation (PESO). 

What are 'green' crackers? 

● Green crackers are made using less polluting raw materials. Their 

chemical formulation ensures reduced particle emission into the 

atmosphere by suppressing the dust produced. 

● While regular crackers emit about 160 decibels of sound, green 

crackers’ emission rate is limited to 110-125 decibels 

● Manufacturers need to sign a deal with the CSIR in order to make 

fireworks using the green cracker formulation. 

● Green crackers too, in many cases, use polluting chemicals like 

aluminium, barium, potassium nitrate and carbon, But the quantity is 

reduced which in turn lowers the emission by about 30 per cent. In 

some green crackers, these chemicals are not at all used. 
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Social Issue  

International Day of Older Persons on 1st October, 2021 

 

● The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment will organise the VAYO 

NAMAN Programme in the honour of Senior Citizens on the occasion of 

the International Day of Older Persons at the Plenary Hall of Vigyan 

Bhawan, New Delhi on 1st October, 2021.  

● The Ministry celebrates International Day of Older Persons every year 

on 1st October for the cause of elderly persons. 

● The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu will be the chief 

guest of the programme and will confer the Vayosheshtra Samman 

awards.  

● The Vice President will also dedicate the Elderly Line 14567 to the 

Nation and launch the Senior Able Citizens' Reemployment in Dignity 

(SACRED) & Senior Care Ageing Growth Engine (SAGE) Portals on this 

occasion. 
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PM to launch Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 

● In a landmark initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch 

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 on 1st October 2021, at Dr. Ambedkar 

International Centre, New Delhi. 

● In line with the vision of the Prime Minister, SBM-U 2.0 has been 

designed to realize the aspiration to make all our cities ‘Garbage Free’ 

and ‘Water Secure’.  

● This flagship Missions] signifies a step forward in our march towards 

effectively addressing the challenges of rapidly urbanizing India and will 

also help contribute towards achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2030. 

About Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 

● SBM-U 2.0 envisions to make all cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ensure grey 

and black water management in all cities other than those covered 

under AMRUT, make all urban local bodies as ODF+ and those with a 

population of less than 1 lakh as ODF++, thereby achieving the vision of 

safe sanitation in urban areas.  

● The Mission will focus on source segregation of solid waste, utilizing the 

principles of 3Rs (reduce, reuse, recycle), scientific processing of all 

types of municipal solid waste and remediation of legacy dumpsites for 

effective solid waste management.  

● The outlay of SBM-U 2.0 is around ₹1.41 lakh crore. 

Impact of SBM-U 

● Swachhta has become a Jan Andolan today.  

● All urban local bodies have been declared Open Defecation Free (ODF) 

and 70% solid waste is being scientifically processed now.  

 

PM to launchAMRUT 2.0 

● Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Atal Mission for 

Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0 on 1st October 2021, at Dr. 

Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi. 

About AMRUT 2.0 

● AMRUT 2.0 aims to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all 

households in around 4,700 urban local bodies by providing about 2.68 
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crore tap connections and 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in 

500 AMRUT cities by providing around 2.64 crore sewer/ septage 

connections, which will benefit more than 10.5 crore people in urban 

areas.  

● AMRUT 2.0 will adopt the principles of circular economy and promote 

conservation and rejuvenation of surface and groundwater bodies.  

● The Mission will promote data led governance in water management 

and Technology Sub-Mission to leverage latest global technologies and 

skills.  

● ‘Pey Jal Survekshan’ will be conducted to promote progressive 

competition among cities.  

● The outlay of AMRUT 2.0 is around ₹2.87 lakh crore. 

Impact of AMRUT 

● AMRUT has been ensuring water security by adding 1.1 crore household 

water tap connections and 85 lakh sewer connections, thus benefiting 

more than 4 crore people. 

 

Government’s SACRED senior citizens job portal 

● Senior citizens seeking work opportunities will be able to register on a 

first-of-its-kind dedicated employment exchange from October 1. 

● The portal developed by the Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment is named Senior Able Citizens for Re-Employment in 

Dignity (SACRED). 

● Citizens above 60 years of age can register on the portal and find jobs 

and work opportunities. 

● The SACRED platform will provide employment opportunities for the 

elderly by bringing together various stakeholders. 

● To facilitate the process, the ministry has written to various industry 

associations such as Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry (FICCI), Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry of 

India (Assocham), and Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) in its bid 

to bring about more job prospects for senior citizens. 
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● Eligible senior citizens will be able to register themselves with the 

portal for finding jobs. They will be required to enter details such as 

education qualification, work experience and areas of interest. 

 

'Senior care Ageing Growth Engine' (SAGE) project to support India’s 

elderly 

● There is a sharp rise in India’s elderly population and thrust is on 

creating an ecosystem that supports their needs more holistically.  

● There are 110 million elders in this country, who are above the age of 

60.  

● As per the latest industry reports, the share of elders, as a percentage of 

the total population in the country, is expected to increase from around 

7.5 percent in 2001 to almost 12.5 percent by 2026, and surpass 19.5 

percent by 2050.  

● To provide 'one-stop access' to elderly care products and services, the 

union government has designed the 'Senior care Ageing Growth Engine' 

(SAGE) project. 

● Objectives are, to focus on addressing the needs of India’s fast rising 

elderly population, to select, support and create a “one-stop access” of 

elderly care products and services, to encourage the selected “startups” 

based on the innovative products and services address the services 

from health, housing, care centers, technology access linked to needs 

ranging from finances, food and wealth management to legal guidance. 

● SAGE Portal: In order to provide a transparent mechanism for selecting 

the start-ups, a dedicated portal has been designed. All proposals will be 

uploaded and selection will be based on blind review by an independent 

screening committee of experts. 

● Outcomes expected: SAGE project aims to identify, evaluate, verify, 

aggregate, and deliver products, solutions, services which can be 

directly provided to the stakeholders, giving them wide choice to select 

the products, solutions and services that would suit their requirements 

and help in improving their quality of life.  
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State News  

Plans afoot to make Sunday working day for health staff: CM Bommai 

● The Karnataka government is mulling over making Sunday a working 

day for the health staff and allow them to take weekly off on one of the 

weekdays, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said. 

● Many visit hospitals for treatment on Sundays. They find it difficult to 

avail of treatment since most of the doctors and paramedic staff take 

break from work on Sundays.  

● Hence, the government is considering a proposal to make Sunday a 

working day for the health staff and instead allow them take off on a 

weekday. 

 

 

Winter session of Karnataka Assembly likely to be held in Belagavi: CM 

Bommai 

● Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said the government is 

mulling hosting the winter session of the state legislature in this border 

district in December, and more government offices will be shifted here, 

by then. 

● Belagavi in north Karnataka, bordering Maharashtra, has been hosting 

legislature sessions once a year since 2006.  

● Karnataka has constructed the Suvarna Vidhana Soudha, modelled on 

the Vidhana Soudha, the seat of state secretariat and legislature in 

Bengaluru, for this purpose, and it is also seen as an assertion that 

Belagavi is an integral part of Karnataka. 

● Maharashtra claims that Belgaum belongs to it. Other than the session 

held once a year for about two weeks, the Suvarna Vidhana Soudha 

building remains mostly unutilised.  

● It has been a long-standing demand of the people of north Karnataka to 

shift some government offices to Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in Belgaum 

aimed at addressing regional imbalance, and for the benefit of citizens of 

the regions, who otherwise have to travel to Bengaluru. 

● In 2018, then Congress-JDS coalition government in the state had given 

in principle approval to shift some government departments, boards 
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and commissions to the north Karnataka region to address the alleged 

discrimination. 

● Last year, the then Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa had directed 

authorities to identify state level government offices to be shifted to 

Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in Belgaum within a month and execute it. 

 

Karnataka directed to release ‘some quantity’ of water to T.N. 

● The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) has directed 

Karnataka to immediately release the balance quantum of water due for 

Tamilnadu.  

● Also, according to the Tamilnadu government, the CWMA dropped 

discussion on the Mekedatu reservoir project following ‘strong protest’ 

from TN, Kerala and Puducherry. 

● The Authority directed Karnataka to immediately release ‘some 

quantity’ of water towards making up for the shortfall in realisation of 

the latter’s share of Cauvery water. 

● The release should be as per the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal’s 

decision of 2007, which was modified by the Supreme Court in 2018. 

● The Tamilnadu government also pointed out that the Karnataka 

government released 85.8 tmc of water instead of 119.5 tmc till 26 

September. 

Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) 

● It has been created as per the Cauvery Water Management Scheme 

earlier framed by the Centre and approved by the Supreme Court. 

● It will comprise a chairman, a secretary and eight members. Out of the 

eight members, two will be full time, while two will be part time 

members from the centre's side. Rest four will be part time members 

from the states. 

Functions of CWMA: 

● The main mandate of the CWMA will be to secure implementation and 

compliance of the Supreme Court’s order in relation to “storage, 

apportionment, regulation and control of Cauvery waters”. 

● It will also advise the states to take suitable measures to improve water 

use efficiency. 
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● It will do so by promoting use of micro-irrigation, change in cropping 

patterns, improved farm practices and development of command areas. 

● It will also prepare an annual report covering its activities during the 

preceding year. 

 

Award for TIFR scientist for work on celestial bodies 

● The Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), Bengaluru, has awarded the 

Professor Peraiah Foundation Award for 2021 to Dr Shravan 

Hanasoge of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) in 

Mumbai for his work on deciphering the internal structure of the sun, 

stars and the earth. 

● Dr Hanasoge's work has focused on the development and refinement of 

methods of seismology and the application of computational, theoretical 

and data-analysis techniques to enable the discovery of solar and stellar 

physics. 

● Seismology is the science of making quantitative inferences of the 

hidden interior structure of an object using measurements of its surface 

motions.  

● High-quality observations of the Sun, which have been taken nearly 

continuously for many decades, and sensitive space-based 

measurements of the scintillations of distant stars make detailed and 

careful studies of solar and stellar interiors possible. 

● In a statement, IIA said that using novel techniques of seismology, Dr 

Hanasoge inferred that motions associated with convection in the Sun 

are more than ten times smaller than expected, an influential result that 

has come to be termed the “convective conundrum.”  

● The award, instituted by the Professor Peraiah Foundation and 

administered by IIA, is meant to recognise outstanding work in the field 

of Theoretical Astrophysics and is awarded every two years. The 

nominees have to be scientists working in India who are below 60 years 

of age. 

● The award consists of a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh, a citation, and an 

invitation to deliver a special lecture at IIA. 
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Bengaluru tourism summit in Feb to boost investment 

● An investors summit will be held in February 2022 to attract 

investments to the tune of Rs 5,000 crore in the pandemic-hit tourism 

sector, Tourism Minister Anand Singh said on the occasion of World 

Tourism Day. 

● Briefing reporters on the occasion of World Tourism Day, Singh said 

that the government was planning several initiatives to revive the 

sector, which was badly affected by the Covid-19 lockdown.  

● A kite festival will be held in Bengaluru between February 24 and 26 

2022, at Palace Grounds in Bengaluru. 

● The government is also mulling a single-window clearance system to 

allow films to be shot at restricted locations across the state. 

● The single-window will provide the required clearances from 

Archaeology, Forest and Tourism departments. This will help both the 

tourism sector and film industry. 

● Disruption faced by the sector in the last two years due to the Covid-19 

pandemic has resulted in losses to the tune of Rs 25,000 crore. 

Tourism’s share in state GDP was 14.8%, which has dipped.  

 

Visvesvaraya Technological University to implement NEP from current 

academic year 

● The Visvesvaraya Technological University (VTU) is all set to implement 

National Education Policy (NEP) from the current academic year by 

introducing a BSc course in line with the course offered at the Indian 

Institute of Science (IISc). 

● In a virtual meeting, Higher Education Minister Dr C N Ashwath Narayan 

said, A lot of choices will be made available for students under open 

electives.  

● The concept (open electives) will be made more dynamic and the 

regulations with regard to the Board of Studies (BOS) will be relaxed to 

facilitate timely decisions regarding revamping of curriculum and 

introduction of new courses. 
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● Ability enhancement courses are added to make students globally 

competitive. A subject called 'Scientific Foundations of Health' has been 

introduced to emphasise the importance of health & wellness.  

● Flexibility in teaching will be brought in, and to inculcate social 

responsibility in students pedagogy is being developed for the subject 

“Social connect & responsibility". 

● Taking into consideration the importance of engineering in recent 

global medical technology, a subject called 'Biology for Engineers' has 

been introduced in the 4th semester.  

● Similarly to make students aware of the importance of sustainable 

development 'Environment Studies' will be introduced. 

● To promote experiential learning, integration of theory and practicals 

will be given priority. Another new subject called 'Music and Mechanical 

Vibrations' has been added. 

● With the NEP, 24 weeks of internship will be made mandatory for 

engineering courses wherein students will also have the opportunity to 

go abroad.  

● Also, multidisciplinary internships will be encouraged. Mapping of 

industry, academia, students and faculty will be made to integrate them 

and interdisciplinary project work will be encouraged and self-study 

components will also be introduced. 

● The new curriculum has been aligned to the national skill qualification 

framework and formative assessment will be followed to replace the 

earlier practice of summative assessment. 

 

Anti-cow slaughter law: 400 cases but no gaushalas in every Karnataka 

district yet 

● Nearly eight months after the BJP government brought in an anti-

slaughter law to protect cows, authorities have booked over 400 cases 

for offences, but are far from setting up gaushalas in every district 

meant to shelter senile bovines.  

● The Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act 

was introduced earlier this year, imposing a blanket ban on the 

slaughter of cows in the state.  
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● The only slaughter allowed is of terminally ill cattle or cattle suffering 

from contagious diseases or operated upon for experimental or 

research purposes. Also, buffalo above the age of 13 years can be 

slaughtered with certification from a competent authority.  

● Uttara Kannada (Karwar) tops the list of districts with 95 out of the total 

413 cases filed under the new law in February 2021.  

● It is feared that the new law will burden farmers as they will have to 

take care of cattle, especially cows, even after they become barren.  

● The government asked farmers to leave the animals at any of the 188 

non-government gaushalas and promised to construct shelters, one in 

each of the 30 districts, by earmarking Rs 15 crore in the 2021-22 

Budget.  

● In the first phase, Rs 24 lakh has been released to each district. The 

gaushalas will be opened through Societies for Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals in every district.  

● The first gaushala - a public-private partnership facility - to be opened 

under the new Act is scheduled to start functioning in Vijayapura on 

October 2, Gandhi Jayanti Day.   

Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act 

● The Ordinance prohibits: (i) the slaughter of cows, bulls, and bullocks of 

all ages, and buffaloes up to the age of 13 years, and (ii) sale, purchase, 

and disposal of these animals for slaughter. It also restricts intra-state 

and inter-state transport of these animals for slaughter. 

● If the competent authority has a reason to believe that an offence under 

the act has been or is likely to be committed, they can inspect, and seize 

the cattle, and premises (including vehicles) used or intended to be used 

for the offence. 

● The seized cattle and premises may be confiscated by the Sub-Divisional 

Magistrate irrespective of the status of prosecution.  Upon conviction, 

the cattle and premises will be forfeited to the state government.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

SM Krishna to inaugurate Dasara festivities this year 

● Former Karnataka Chief Minister SM Krishna will inaugurate the 

Mysuru Dasara festivities this year. 

● The decision was following a meeting chaired by Chief Minister 

Basavaraj Bommai in Bengaluru.  

● SM Krishna was not only CM, but is also a senior leader who has 

contributed immensely for the development of this (old Mysuru) region. 

Therefore, it was decided to invite him to inaugurate Dasara. 

● Krishna had served as Union External Affairs Minister in the UPA regime 

from 2009 to 2012 and was Governor of Maharastra from 2004 to 2008. 

He was also Union Minister of State for Industry and Finance in the past. 

He had joined the BJP in 2017. 

 

Bababudangiri: Karnataka HC asks govt to reconsider decision on 

religious practices 

 
● The Karnataka High Court directed the state government to reconsider 

its decision on religious practices in the controversial cave shrine of 

Bababudangiri in Chikkamagaluru district. 

● The court quashed the March 19, 2018, order of the government 

permitting only a Mujawar, appointed by Shah Khadri, to enter the 

sanctum of the cave and to distribute 'teertha' to both Hindus and 

Muslims. 
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● The then government had accepted the report submitted by the high-

level committee, headed by retired judge of the high court Justice H N 

Nagamohan Das. 

● The court said that directing only a Mujawar to perform the rituals 

violates the constitutional rights of both Hindus and Muslims. 

 

NHAI expects Rs 5,000 crore from monetisation of 11 Karnataka projects 

● The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) expects to generate 

over Rs 5,000 crore revenue from the monetisation of highway assets 

spanning 849 kilometres over the next three years in Karnataka. 

● The NHAI has identified 11 key projects in the state, to begin with, as 

part of the national monetisation pipeline (NMP) announced recently. 

● They include Hyderabad-Bengaluru (six sections), Hadadi-Devagiri, and 

Maharashtra/Karnataka border to Belgaum to name a few, rating 

agency ICRA said. 

● The NHAI is "expediting work" identified within the NMP across 

Karnataka, which is roughly about 3% of the total road network 

envisaged under the framework 

● It has so far spent Rs 3,514 crore on developing eight out of 11 key road 

projects.  

● The Rs 6-lakh-crore NMP launched by Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman last month had identified roughly 26,700 km of national 

highways for monetisation. 

● Credit rating agency CARE has a word of caution in its recent report on 

the pipeline, stating that investors have been watchful of BOT (Build-

Operate-Transfer) & TOT (Toll-Operate-Transfer) models largely on 

account of regulatory risks. It observed that investors see risk in the 

application of terms of concession and reimbursement from toll 

receivables, with the timeline for the resolution being long-drawn. 

● The Niti Aayog has earmarked Rs 1,60,200 crore as an indicative 

monetisation value over FY 2022-2025 for roads that are up for grabs. 

National Monetisation Pipeline 

● NITI Aayog has developed the pipeline, in consultation with 

infrastructure line ministries, based on the mandate for 'Asset 
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Monetisation' under Union Budget 2021-22. NMP estimates aggregate 

monetisation potential of Rs 6.0 lakh crores through core assets of the 

Central Government, over a four-year period, from FY 2022 to FY 2025. 

● Asset monetisation, based on the philosophy of Creation through 

Monetisation, is aimed at tapping private sector investment for new 

infrastructure creation.  

● This is necessary for creating employment opportunities, thereby 

enabling high economic growth and seamlessly integrating the rural and 

semi-urban areas for overall public welfare. 
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Engineering will be taught in Kannada in 4 colleges from current year: 

Karnataka Education Minister 

● Karnataka Higher Education Minister C N Ashwath Narayan on 

Wednesday said engineering will be taught in Kannada in four colleges 

from the current year. 

● Teaching engineering in Kannada will begin in four colleges from the 

current year itself. Bheemanna Khandre Institute of Technology, Bhalki 

(Civil), BLDAE VP Dr P G Halakatti College of Engineering, Vijayapura 

(Civil), SJC Institute of Technology, Chikkaballapura (Mechanical), and 

Maharaja Institute of Technology, Mysuru (Mechanical) will start to 

teach in Kannada. 

● National Board of Accreditation (NBA) accredited colleges have been 

permitted to teach engineering in Kannada, he said, adding that upto 30 

students can be admitted. 

 

Karnataka's 31st district, Vijayanagara, comes into being 

● Karnataka's 31st district Vijayanagara, named after the Vijayanagara 

empire of Raja Krishna Devaraya, officially came into being. 

● Carved out of the mine-rich Ballari district, Vijayanagara will have 

Hospet, Harapanahalli, Kudligi, Hoovina Hadagali, Hagaribommanahalli 

and Kotturu Taluks. 

● Hospet will be its administrative capital. 

● The district is already a major tourist destination as all the important 

sites of the Vijayanagara dynasty are located here. 

● Bommai laid the foundation for 56 various public works projects in the 

newly formed district on the occasion. 
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Mains 

Various Export Related Schemes and Initiatives taken by Govt. 

in last few years 
● Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20) extended upto 30-09-2021 due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic situation 

● Rs 56,027 crore released in September 2021 to liquidate all pending 

arrears under all script base Schemes to provide liquidity in the COVID-

19 times 

● Roll out of a new Scheme - Remission of Duties and Taxes and Exported 

Products (RoDTEP). Rs 12,454 crore sanctioned for the Scheme in FY 

2021-22. It is a WTO compatible mechanism for reimbursement of 

taxes/ duties/ levies, which are currently not being refunded under any 

other mechanism, at the central, state and local level 

● Support to textiles sector was increased by the remission of Central/ 

State taxes through the ROSCTL scheme, which has now been extended 

till March 2024 

● Common Digital Platform for Certificate of Origin has been launched to 

facilitate trade and increase FTA utilization by exporters 

● A comprehensive “Agriculture Export Policy” to provide an impetus to 

agricultural exports related to agriculture, horticulture, animal 

husbandry, fisheries and food processing sectors, is under 

implementation 

● Promoting and diversifying services exports by pursuing specific action 

plans for the 12 Champion Services Sectors 

● Promoting districts as export hubs by identifying products with export 

potential in each district, addressing bottlenecks for exporting these 

products and supporting local exporters/manufacturers to generate 

employment in the district 

● Active role of Indian missions abroad towards promoting India’s trade, 

tourism, technology and investment goals has been enhanced 

● Package announced in light of the covid pandemic to support domestic 

industry through various banking and financial sector relief measures, 

especially for MSMEs, which constitute a major share in exports. 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

● Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES), Market Access 

Initiatives (MAI) Scheme and Transport and Marketing Assistance 

(TMA) schemes to promote trade infrastructure and marketing. 

 

BP, cholesterol control key for Type 1 diabetics 

 

● Good control of not only blood sugar, but also blood pressure and 

cholesterol is essential for survival and a good quality of life among 

Type 1 diabetics (T1D), according to a pan India study of long-term 

survivors with the condition. 
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● A first-of-its kind report of long term survivors of T1D from India, a 

multicentric study, was published in the peer-reviewed journal Diabetes 

Technology and Therapeutics.  

● Comparing survivors for over 40 years with people who did not survive 

up to 40 years, the researchers found that “survivors had better 

glycemic and blood pressure control, more favourable lipid profiles and 

lower prevalence of complications compared to non-survivors.” 

● Individuals with T1D have increased morbidity and excess premature 

mortality compared to those without diabetes and their life expectancy 

is reduced by an estimated 15-20 years, even with the life-saving insulin 

to their assistance. However, long-term survival with T1D is possible. 

● India is home to more than 95,000 children with T1D, reported to be the 

highest in the world, according to the 9th International Diabetes 

Federation Atlas. 

 


