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30/08/2021 

International Relations  

India, Russia to expand cooperation in Central Asia, says envoy 
● India and Russia are expecting to conclude the bilateral logistics 

agreement, Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS), and a 

Navy to Navy cooperation Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) when 

Russian Defence Minister Gen Sergei Shoigu visits India later this year.  

● India to conclude the contract for the supply of S-400 systems to 

preserve and protect its national security interests. 

● India is scheduled to start receiving the S-400 systems in the next few 

months and one team of Indian Air Force personnel have been trained 

in Russia and a second team is undergoing training, Russian officials 

stated. 

2+2 ministerial dialogue 

● Both countries are also scheduled to hold the maiden 2+2 ministerial 

dialogue during the visit of Gen Shoigu towards the end of this year. 

● Both sides were also looking at how they can cooperate in using India as 

a production base for exporting to third countries of Russian-origin 

equipment and services and will add to the Make in India programme. 

“Russia will remain a key defence partner for India for decades to 

come,”. 

Afghanistan crisis 

● While a number of countries in the region and beyond are affected by 

the Afghan developments, India and Russia are in essence, affected even 

more due to the rise of Islamic fundamentalist and radical groups and 

the sanctuary that could be claimed by terror groups.  

● This would impact both India and Russia and normal inter-state 

relations especially with respect to Central Asia, with additional threats 

emanating from drug trafficking, organized crime and the flow of 

refugees. 

● Both leaders agreed to set up a mechanism that would provide for 

quality conversations between India and Russia that would be action 

oriented, to align our interests in such a way that our security interests 
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bilaterally, and our interests with regard to third countries, especially 

the Central Asian countries, would be protected and preserved. 

● The transformation in the India-Russia relationship in the last couple of 

years was a “quiet revolution.” The traditional pillars of defence, 

nuclear, energy and space have been supplemented by India’s 

engagement in economic, trade, science and technology sectors and 

inter-regional cooperation. 

● We are engaging with Russia in areas which were unthinkable in the 

past. The Prime Minister’s Act Far East policy is a revolutionary step of 

huge geopolitical significance. 

Russian engagement with the ‘Make in India’ program 

● With regard to Russian engagement with the ‘Make in India’ program, 

the Brahmos program is the first example of a ‘Make in India’ program 

that has produced a product that is of the highest global standards. Our 

services have acquired a Brahmos variant; we are also actively looking 

at exports to third countries. 

● Amongst the ongoing projects, which are at advanced stages of 

discussion or finalization, we expect the delivery of S-400 systems later 

this year; the manufacture of two frigates of Project 1135.6 in 

Kaliningrad, in parallel with the production of 3rd and 4th units of the 

same frigates at the Goa shipyard. 

● We also have two important projects on the anvil.  

○ First, which is pretty close to finalization is the production of AK-

203 advanced assault Kalashnikov rifle which will be produced by 

an India-Russia joint venture in Uttar Pradesh, which when 

completed will be a 100% Indian product, for we envisage 100% 

indigenization, for equipping more than 700,000 of our troops 

and paramilitary forces. 

○ We are also in advanced stages of discussion for Kamov-226 

which is yet another instance of a ‘Make in India’ programme. 

Military Exercise 

● Visit of INS Tabar for naval exercises with the Russian Navy as part of 

INDRA-NAVY 2021. 
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● India and Russia have been undertaking periodic bilateral exercises 

(Exercise INDRA) to strengthen mutual confidence and interoperability 

between the armed forces and enable sharing of best practices between 

the contingents of both countries. 

● India and Russia are also seeking to expand cooperation in Central Asia 

and the possibility of supplementing bilateral exercises with trilateral 

and multilateral ones. 

 

Economy 

National Oil palm plan for northeast, Andamans a recipe for 

disaster, say activists 
● Environmental experts and politicians are warning that the Centre’s 

move to promote oil palm plantations cultivation in India’s northeastern 

States and in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands could be disastrous 

● Concerns 

● Prior experience of the widespread destruction of rainforests and native 

biodiversity caused by oil palm plantations in Southeast Asia. 

● Other concerns include the impact on community ownership of tribal 

lands, as well as the fact that the oil palm is a water-guzzling, 

monoculture crop with a long gestation period unsuitable for small 

farmers.  

● However, the government says land productivity for palm oil is higher 

than for oilseeds, with the Agriculture Minister giving an assurance that 

the land identified for oil palm plantations in northeastern States is 

already cleared for cultivation. 

National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP) impact 

● Soon after the launch of the ₹11,040 crore National Mission on Edible 

Oil-Oil Palm (NMEO-OP), Meghalaya MP Agatha Sangma wrote a letter 

warning that the focus areas were “biodiversity hotspots and 

ecologically fragile” and oil palm plantations would denude forest cover 

and destroy the habitat of endangered wildlife.  

● It could also detach tribespeople from their identity linked with the 

community ownership of land and “wreak havoc on the social fabric''. 
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● Earlier proposals for large-scale oil palm cultivation had been studied 

and rejected as part of the technology mission on edible oils in the late 

1980s as it was a “recipe for ecological disaster”.  

● It is also alleged that the present proposal is designed to benefit the 

corporates with interests in edible oil expansion like Patanjali and 

Adani. 

● The palm is an invasive species. It’s not a natural forest product of 

northeastern India and its impact on our biodiversity as well as on soil 

conditions has to be analysed even if it is grown in non-forest areas. Any 

kind of monoculture plantation is not desirable. 

● In Andhra Pradesh, which currently grows more than 90% of India’s oil 

palm, farmers depended on bore well irrigation. G.V. Ramanjaneyulu, an 

agricultural scientist who heads the Hyderabad-based Centre for 

Sustainable Agriculture, pointed out that oil palm requires 300 litres of 

water per tree per day, as well as high pesticide use in areas where it is 

not a native crop, leading to consumer health concerns as well. 

Government's Stand 

● The Central government insists it is already proceeding on the basis of 

cautious scientific analysis.  

● A study done by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

recommended 28 lakh hectares across the country where oil palm can 

be cultivated, out of which only 9 lakh hectares are in the northeastern 

States. 

● “This 9 lakh hectares is not being given by cutting forests or other crops. 

This is land available for cultivation. The other reason is that besides the 

availability of land and the suitability of climate, in the context of 

environment too, it will help bring balance. 

● There is research going on to increase the production of oilseeds like 

mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, and there has been 

increasing growth in the production of these oilseeds. 

● But if we have to fill the huge gap in production versus demand [of 

edible oils] soon, we will have to venture into crops where production is 

more. The production of palm oil from one hectare is far greater than 

the production of mustard oil in the same area.  
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● So naturally, though we are promoting the production of other oilseed, 

the production rate of oilseeds cannot be compared to that of palm oil.  

● Palm oil currently makes up a whopping 55% of India’s edible oil 

imports, and the new Mission is intended to move towards domestic 

production and self reliance instead. 

● The high levels of investment and the long wait for high returns tend to 

attract large corporate investors, while small cultivators have struggled 

with the long gestation period, and have required heavy government 

support.  

● If similar subsidies and support are extended to oilseeds which are 

indigenous to India and suited for dryland agriculture, they can help 

achieve self-reliance without dependence on oil palm. 

 

Economy  

NITI Aayog bats for tax breaks to achieve monetisation goal 

 

● To make the National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) a success, the NITI 

Aayog has recommended that the government should give Income tax 

breaks to attract retail investors into instruments like Infrastructure 

Investment Trusts (InvITs). 

● The Centre’s think tank driving the NMP, estimated to raise almost ₹6 

lakh crore for the exchequer over four years, has also called for 
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bringing such Trusts under the ambit of the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC) to provide greater comfort to investors. 

● Bringing in policy and regulatory changes to scale up monetisation 

instruments like InvITs and Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) and 

expand their investor base have been identified as a critical element for 

the NMP.  

● The government plans to use the InvITs and REITS route to monetise 

public assets like highways, gas pipelines, railway tracks and power 

transmission lines. 

● More tax-efficient and user-friendly mechanisms like allowing tax 

benefits in InvITs as eligible security to invest under Section 54EC of the 

Income-Tax Act, 1961, are important starting points for initiating retail 

participation in the instruments. 

● Section 54EC allows taxpayers to offset long-term capital gains from 

transactions in immovable properties through investments in bonds 

issued by some government-backed infrastructure firms. 

● While InvIT Trusts are not considered a 'legal person' and cannot be 

brought under IBC proceedings, it deters lenders from participating. 

Hence they should be brought under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Code. 

● Extending IBC provisions to InvITs would help lenders access a faster 

and more effective debt restructuring and resolution option.  

● ‘Streamlining operational modalities, encouraging investor participation 

and facilitating commercial efficiency’ could ensure ‘efficient and 

effective’ outcomes from the monetisation drive, according to the NITI 

Aayog. 
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Governance 

Launch of the Y-Break application 

 

● The launch of the Y-Break application is one of the most important 

activities planned by the Ministry of Ayush.  

● The Yoga protocol includes Asanas, Pranayama and Dhyan and is helpful 

for all workaholics including government and private employees to de-

stress, refresh and refocus with enhanced immunity at their workplaces. 

● The Y-Break mobile application has been developed by MDNIY (Morarji 

Desai National Institute of Yoga).  

● Through this app, yoga and meditation can be done anywhere in just 5 

minutes. 
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Sports 

India’s First-ever Medal in Table Tennis in Paralympics 

 

● Bhavinaben Patel created history by winning India's first silver medal in 

women's singles class 4 table tennis today at the Tokyo Paralympics.  

● The 34-year-old Indian para-Table Tennis player is ranked 12th in the 

world in the Class 4 category.  

● Bhavina has been given the utmost support as possible by the 

Government of India in terms of participation in international 

competitions, financial assistance towards procuring a TT Table, TT 

Robot ‘Butterfly – Amicus Prime’, worth Rs 2.85 lakh as well as an 

Ottobock Wheelchair worth Rs 2.74 Lakh. 

 

Governance 

Vivad se Vishwas Act 
● CBDT extends the date under section 3 of the Vivad se Vishwas Act. 

● Under The Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas Act 2020 (hereinafter referred 

to as “Vivad se Vishwas Act”), the amount payable by the declarant is 

stated in the table under section 3 of the Vivad se Vishwas Act. 

● As per the latest notification dated 25th June 2021, the last date of 

payment of the amount (without any additional amount) has been 

notified as 31st August 2021. Further, the last date for payment of the 
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amount (with additional amount) under the Vivad se Vishwas Act has 

been notified as 31st October, 2021. 

The Direct Tax Vivad se Vishwas act, 2020 

●  The Direct Tax ‘Vivad se Vishwas’ Act, 2020 was enacted on March 17, 

2020, with the objective to reduce pending income tax litigation, 

generate timely revenue for the government and benefit taxpayers. 

● It proposes a resolution mechanism under which an appellant can file a 

declaration to the designated authority to initiate resolution of pending 

direct tax disputes.   The last date to file such a declaration will be 

notified by the central government.  

 

Sports 

Youth Affairs and Sports Minister to launch Fit India Mobile 

App  
● To celebrate the second anniversary of the Fit India Movement and as 

part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, Youth Affairs and Sports Minister 

Anurag Singh Thakur launched the Fit India Mobile Application.  

● The Fit India App will be available on both the Android and the iOS 

platforms and has been developed keeping in mind that it works even 

on basic smartphones. 

● The Fit India Movement was launched on 29th August 2019 by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi with the vision of making India a Fit and 

Healthy Nation.  

● Over the past two years, the Fit India Movement has reached millions of 

people across the country through its various fitness campaigns such as 

Fit India School Week, Fit India Freedom Run, Fit India Cyclothon and 

many others. 

● Currently, the Fit India Movement is also conducting Fit India Freedom 

Run 2.0 in celebration of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to celebrate and 

commemorate 75 years of India’s Independence. 
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State news 

No social impact study for 495 acres of Yettinahole project land 
● The state government has planned to sidestep social impact assessment 

(SIA) for the acquisition of 495 acres of land, in an apparent bid to 

expedite the long-pending Yettinahole project. 

● The land in question is spread across 17 villages in Tumkur, the nerve 

centre of the Yettinahole project. 

● Officials believe that skipping the SIA will save them at least one year's 

time. 

● SIA is a prerequisite for land acquisition as per the Right to Fair 

Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation 

and Resettlement Act, 2013. 

● However, in 2019, the previous Congress-JD(S) coalition amended the 

state Act, giving the government the power to skip SIA for projects 

broadly classified under irrigation, drinking water, educational 

institutions, among others. 

Yettinahole project 

● The Yettinahole project aims to provide drinking water to Chikmagalur, 

Tumakuru, Bengaluru Rural, Ramanagar, Chikkaballapur and Kolar 

districts from the Netravati river in Hassan district.  

● The proposed project of the Karnataka Government aims to divert the 

west-flowing Nethravathi river to the eastern districts of the State.                                                   

● The project has seen stiff resistance from farmers in the region over 

land compensation, leading to challenges in acquisition. 

 

Karnataka's floral waste has a solution to dye for 

● Two independent cooperatives, working hundreds of kilometres from 

each other, are developing methods to extract natural colour dyes from 

floral waste, a development that can dramatically reshape the way the 

state deals with flowers that are no longer useful. 

● According to data from government sources, Karnataka produces an 

average of about 1.3 lakh tons of flowers annually, the bulk of which 

constitute marigolds. 
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● Working out of Melukote in Mandya district, the Janapada Seva Trust 

Prakashana said it is working on methods to extract colours out of 

marigolds that can be used as clothing dyes. This has the twin benefit of 

reusing flowers destined for the trash heap while potentially curtailing 

the use of chemical dyes. 

● The Trust has been harvesting natural yellows from about two tons of 

wasted marigolds annually. 

Kadike cooperative 

● Over 200 kilometres west, in Udupi district, another cooperative has 

also been experimenting with extracting dyes from discarded marigolds, 

obtained primarily from temples nearby. 

● The Trust also holds workshops for weaves and dyers. 

Massive floral harvest 

● The quantities of floral waste being generated are massive. Huge land in 

and around Bengaluru is being used for flower cultivation, translating to 

about 30 million flowers being harvested daily. 

● Whole harvests were ending up in the trash heap until recently due to 

Covid-19. 

● There is also an environmental aspect to floral waste, as some 

commercial flowers have chemicals added to them, such as paraffin, to 

keep the flowers alive for longer. 

 

Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai asks officials to expedite disposal of 

SC/ST atrocity cases 

● Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai chaired a meeting of the 

state-level vigilance and monitoring committee formed under the SC/ST 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.  

● Bommai issued a slew of directions towards speedy disposal of atrocity 

cases against SC/STs, including witness protection measures, expediting 

investigation and beefing up prosecution. 

● It is found that in several cases, there’s a delay in investigation and after 

filing of the chargesheet, a delay in prosecution. The departments of 

home and law are instructed to take measures to address the delays. 
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● Bommai also noted that witnesses in the atrocity cases often faced 

threats or inducements to become hostile. “Directions were issued to 

make sure the witnesses are given protection, even while attending 

court. 

● The government will consider amending the law to extend the time limit 

for the dependents of the SC/STs who die due to atrocities to apply for 

government jobs on compassionate grounds. “It will be extended from 

one year to two years and up to three years for minors. 

SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 

● It is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to prohibit discrimination, 

prevent atrocities and hate crimes against scheduled castes and 

scheduled tribes. 

● The objectives of the Act clearly emphasised the intention of the 

government to deliver justice to these communities through proactive 

efforts to enable them to live in society with dignity and self-esteem and 

without fear or violence or suppression from the dominant castes.  

● The practice of untouchability, in its overt and covert form was made a 

cognizable and non-compoundable offence, and strict punishment is 

provided for any such offence. 
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31/08/2021 

Polity and Governance 

Right To Reside, Move Freely In Country Can't Be Denied On 

Flimsy Grounds: Supreme Court 
● The Supreme Court has said that a person cannot be denied on flimsy 

grounds his fundamental right to reside or move freely anywhere in the 

country. 

● The observation by a bench comprising justices Indira Banerjee and V 

Ramasubramanian came while setting aside an externment order 

against a journalist and social worker issued by the district authorities 

in Amravati city, Maharashtra. 

Externment order  

● Analysis with respect to the Article 19 and 21 of the Indian Constitution. 

Externment orders prevent the movement of a person in certain areas. 

The most prevalent restriction under 19(5) of the Indian Constitution is 

the externment of a person entering a particular place. 

● "A person cannot be denied his fundamental right to reside anywhere in 

the country or to move freely throughout the country, on flimsy 

grounds," the bench said. 

● Externment orders prevent the movement of a person in certain areas. 

● The top court said that the drastic action of externment should only be 

taken in exceptional cases to maintain law and order. 

Relevant constitutional provisions 

● Articles 19(1)(d), 19(1)(e), and 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantee 

the right to every citizen of India to move freely throughout the country 

and have a right to personal liberty. 

● Article 19(1)(d) of The Indian Constitution guarantees to all Citizens of 

India the Right "to move freely throughout the territory of India. 

● Article 19(1)(e) of the Indian Constitution guarantees to every citizen of 

India, the right "to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India". 

● Article 21 states that “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal 

liberty except according to a procedure established by law.” Thus, 
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article 21 secures two rights: Right to life, and. 2) Right to personal 

liberty. 

● The Rights under Article 19(1)(d) and 19(1)(e) are subjected to 

coherent restrictions enabled by the State “in the interest of general 

public” as defined under Article 19(5) of the Constitution of India. The 

most prevalent restriction under 19(5) of the Indian Constitution is the 

externment of a person entering a particular place. 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Leaded petrol eradicated, says UNEP 
● The use of leaded petrol has been eradicated from the globe, a milestone 

that will prevent more than 1.2 million premature deaths and save 

world economies over $2.4 trillion annually, the UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP). 

● Nearly a century after doctors first issued warnings about the toxic 

effects of leaded petrol, Algeria — the last country to use the fuel — 

exhausted its supplies last month, UNEP said. 

● “The successful enforcement of the ban on leaded petrol is a huge 

milestone for global health and our environment,”. 

Tetraethyllead 

● Tetraethyllead (TEL) is an organolead compound with the formula 

(CH3CH2)4Pb.  

● It is a petro-fuel additive, first being mixed with gasoline beginning in 

the 1920s as a patented octane rating booster that allowed engine 

compression to be raised substantially.  

● This in turn caused increased vehicle performance and fuel economy. 

The practice of adding tetraethyl lead to petrol had spread widely to all 

countries soon after its anti-knock and octane-boosting properties were 

discovered. 

Issues 

● Concerns were later raised over the toxic effects of lead, especially on 

children. Lead also poisons catalytic converters and is a major cause of 

spark plug fouling. 
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● Lead is toxic, affects multiple body systems and is particularly harmful 

to young children. 

● It affects the brain, liver, kidneys and bones. Lead is measured in blood 

to understand exposure. 

● Lead in bone is released into blood during pregnancy and becomes a 

source of exposure to the developing foetus. 

● From the 1970s many countries began phasing out and eventually 

banning TEL in automotive fuel. In 2011, a study backed by the United 

Nations estimated that the removal of TEL had resulted in $2.4 trillion 

in annual benefits, and 1.2 million fewer premature deaths. 

 

New initiative in J&K to restore lost glory of Pashmina shawls 

● Over a period, the number of women associated with hand-spinning of 

yarns for Pashmina shawls has dwindled significantly in Kashmir, but a 

rare initiative to double the wages and ensure round-the-year orders is 

likely to see the re-engagement of women artisans in a critical 

production process of the world-famous hand-made shawls. 

● The Centre For Excellence (CFE) has been set up by shawl trader 

Mujtaba Kadri, who owns the ‘Me&K’ brand and Aadyam-Aditya Birla 

Group at the old city’s Narwara area to restore the lost hand-driven 

processes involved in the intricate shawl weaving industry here. It will 

start enrolling women weavers from September 1. 

Pashmina 

● Pashmina refers to a fine variant of spun cashmere, the animal-hair fibre 

forming the downy undercoat of the Changthangi goat.  

● The word pashm means "wool" in Persian, but in Kashmir, pashm 

referred to the raw unspun wool of domesticated Changthangi goats. 
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Environment and Ecology 

Mapping groundwater sources by CSIR 
● Union Minister of Science & Technology said, latest state-of-the-art 

technology is being employed by Council of Scientific & Industrial 

Research (CSIR) for mapping groundwater sources in arid regions and 

thus help utilise groundwater for drinking to supplement Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s ambitious “Har Ghar Nal Se Jal” scheme. 

● CSIR, along with National Geophysical Research Institute NGRI, have 

undertaken High Resolution Aquifer Mapping & Management in Arid 

Regions of North Western India to augment the groundwater resources.  

● Heli-borne geophysical mapping technique of CSIR-NGRI provides a 

high resolution 3D image of the subsurface up to a depth of 500 meters 

below the ground. 

● Arid areas in north western India spread over parts of states of 

Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana and Punjab cover nearly 12% of the total 

geographical area of the country and are home to more than 8 crore 

people. With an annual rainfall in the range of less than 100 to 400 mm, 

this area faces acute shortage of water throughout the year and it is 

proposed to take up high resolution aquifer mapping and management 

to augment the groundwater resources. 

● The entire work will be completed by 2025 with more than 1.5 lakh 

square kilometers of area.  

● The ultimate aim of this project is to map the potential sites for 

groundwater withdrawal and conservation and results will be used to 

meet the broader objectives of aquifer mapping, rejuvenation and 

management of groundwater resources in the arid areas. 
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Sports 

Paralympic Games 

 
● Sumit Antil wins F64 Javelin Throw gold medal with a World record on 

his debut at the Paralympic Games. 

● Sumit Antil set three world records on his way to winning the men’s 

Javelin Throw F64 gold medal on debut in the Paralympic Games in 

Tokyo. He dominated the competition with the four best throws by any 

competitor, finally writing the world record at 68.55m with his fifth 

attempt.  

● India also won a silver and a bronze medal in the F46 Javelin Throw 

through Devendra Jhajharia (64.35m) and Sundar Singh Gurjar 

(64.01m) respectively. 

 

Economy 

National Small Industry Day 2021 
● Every year on August 30, the country celebrates National Small Industry 

Day. The day is dedicated to encouraging small businesses around the 

country. 

● On August 30, 2000, a comprehensive policy package for the SSI sector 

was launched, providing significant support to small firms in India. It 
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was subsequently agreed that August 30 would be designated as “SSI 

Day" by the Ministry. 

Some of the key reforms introduced by Ministry of MSME are: 

● Revision of MSME definition: In line with Government of India's top 

focus on energizing MSMEs in the country, Government of India 

approved the upward revision of MSME definition on 1st June 2020 

under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Package. The Government revised the 

MSME classification by inserting composite criteria of both investment 

and annual turnover. 

● Udyam Registration: Udyam is an online and simplified procedure of 

filing of registration which enables MSMEs to obtain registration 

without any documentation and fees. 

● Champions Portal: CHAMPIONS is an online platform to help and 

handhold the MSMEs especially in this difficult time. It is an ICT based 

technology system aimed at making the smaller units big by solving 

their grievances, encouraging, supporting, helping and handholding 

throughout the business lifecycle. The platform facilitates a single 

window solution for all needs of MSMEs. 

● National SC-ST Hub (NSSH): National SC-ST Hub has been launched to 

promote entrepreneurship culture in the SC-ST community and fulfill 

the 4% procurement target mentioned in the Public Procurement Policy 

order, 2018. 

● Self-Reliant India (SRI) Fund: The scheme is expected to facilitate 

equity financing of Rs.50,000 crore in the MSME Sector. The infusion of 

equity will provide an opportunity to get MSMEs listed in stock 

exchanges. 

● Procurement Policy: For providing marketing support to MSEs, all 

Central Ministries/Government Departments and CPSEs are required to 

procure 25% of their annual requirements of goods and services from 

MSEs including 4% from MSEs owned by SC/ST and 3% from MSEs 

owned by women entrepreneurs under the Public Procurement Policy. 

● Establishment of Enterprise Development Centers (EDCs): With a 

view to provide Information related to MSMEs at one place, Enterprise 

Development Centres (EDCs)have been conceptualized. Till date, the 
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Ministry of MSME has set up 102 EDCs across India. The aim of these 

centers is to build a network of entrepreneurial leaders by providing 

professional mentoring and handholding support services to existing as 

well as aspiring MSMEs with special focus on rural enterprises on a 

continuous basis. 

 

States news 

75 sportspersons to be trained for next Olympics: Karnataka 

Sports Minister 
● Youth Empowerment & Sports Minister Narayana Gowda stated that the 

government would identify 75 sportspersons in the state on the 

occasion of India's 75th year of independence and would train them 

effectively to ensure that they represent India in the 2026 Paris 

Olympics. 

● All possible steps towards constructing a synthetic track in all districts 

including Davangere have been taken. 

● Also the Khelo India games would be held in Karnataka in 2022 and the 

government is making necessary arrangements for the same. 

 

Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai plans special programme to tackle 

malnutrition 

● Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai Bommai said after chaired the 

quarterly Karnataka Development Programme (KDP) meeting at Vikasa 

Soudha. 

● Karnataka will launch a special programme to tackle malnutrition 

among girls and adolescents in three districts. 

● Children in Kalaburagi, Raichur and Yadgir districts are suffering from 

malnutrition. The special programme will give more importance to the 

children's health and education. 

● According to data presented during the meeting, as many as 89,000 

children are malnourished, underweight or stunted in Raichur, while 

the number is 1.26 lakh in Yadgir.  

● The districts also had a larger percentage of low birth weight babies, 

prompting the government to come up with a special plan. 
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Administration reforms 

● Bommai said an advisory committee will be constituted to implement 

the recommendations made by the Karnataka Administrative Reforms 

Commission-II (KARC). 

● The KARC-II, headed by former chief secretary TM Vijay Bhaskar, 

submitted its first report in July 2021 recommending sweeping reforms 

that include passport-like Tatkal for faster citizen services, home 

delivery of ration, paperless offices and issuance of income certificates 

based on self-declaration.  

● The first set of recommendations deal with Revenue, Food & Civil 

Supplies and Transport departments. Most of the recommendations will 

be implemented starting from November 1 2021. 

● Bommai said that finances of the state had improved this year due to the 

revival in economic activity across the state. "GST collections have also 

improved". 

● Directions were issued to all departments to ensure that new 

programmes announced in the budget are implemented at the earliest. 

 

NEP will provide autonomy to academic institutions: Ashwath Narayan 

● Minister for Higher Education Dr C N Ashwath Narayan said the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will strengthen the education 

system by eliminating rigidity, granting flexibility and autonomy to 

institutions. 

● Launching NEP 2020 at Mangalore University (MU), he said that the 

NEP was drafted after wide consultations that spanned for five years 

and after considering more than three lakh suggestions.   

● The policy aspires that students should become globally competitive 

while retaining one’s own identity. 

● The government aims to bring in reforms in higher education 

institutions in the state. 

● At present, all educational institutions are functioning either under the 

government or universities. Our aim is to ensure that all institutions get 
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autonomy and each institution should have the powers to award 

degrees.    

● NEP has the objective of providing the right kind of education, aims at 

all-round development of the students and upholding the rich culture 

and heritage of the country. The economy could thrive only through 

knowledge, innovation, scientific and technical progress. 

● It will take 10 years to implement NEP fully in the state. NEP aims at 

developing critical thinking and creative learning in students. Through 

the new system, there will be daily evaluation and assessment of 

students. 

● During this academic year, NEP is focusing on learning methods, 

curriculum and pedagogy. 

● The other languages can be studied under open electives. Students get 

credits for NCC, NSS, cultural activities, sports and other activities. Even 

the educational institutions can collaborate with other educational 

institutions for offering the courses. 
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01/09/2021 

Geography 

IMD forecast foiled by 24% rain shortfall 

 
● According to data from the India Meteorological Department (IMD), 

India ended the August month with a 24% shortfall which is far from 

the forecast of a “normal” monsoon in the month. 

● This brings India’s overall monsoon rainfall deficit to 9%, just a 

percentage-point shy of what would be considered “deficient” rainfall. 

○ 'Deficit rainfall' is when it drops below the margin of 10 percent of 

the average. 

● Meteorologists said that because of the shortfall in August, it was 

unlikely that rainfall in September, even if substantial, would be enough 

to wipe out the deficit, and India could well end up with “below normal” 

rainfall, which is characterised by rainfall being 90-96% of the long 

period average of 88 cm. 

○ August normally receives the second highest rainfall in the four 

monsoon months. 

● In June, the IMD, as part of its forecast, had also said that rainfall in 

northwest, south, east and central India would be “normal” or within an 

8% error window of their historical average. This forecast too has been 

significantly off the mark, with Northwest India and Central India 

registering a 14% shortfall. 
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Monsoon Break 

● The key reason for the August monsoon failure has been an extended 

break in rainfall from August 8 to 18. It was expected to last three or 

four days, but a week or a 10-day break is quite difficult to recover from. 

● Depressions on decline 

● Wind-bearing depressions in the Bay of Bengal, coupled with moisture 

from the Arabian Sea, usually inject surges of rain over central India. But 

this did not happen and did not salvage the break-like conditions. 

Effects of global warming 

● Other meteorologists said that large effects of global warming were 

impacting monsoon rainfall.  

● The number of rain-bearing depressions in the Bay of Bengal was 

declining and pre-monsoon cyclones, such as Tauktae that veered very 

close to Mumbai, possibly altered heat distribution patterns over the 

landmass, influencing moisture distribution and thereby causing erratic 

rainfall. 

● A single month’s failure isn’t climate change, but the predicted pattern 

of long dry spells with bursts of heavy rain is one of the consequences of 

warming. 

 

International Relations 

UNSC resolution addresses 'key concerns' on Afghanistan: India 
● Despite the abstention of two “P-5” countries, Russia and China, from 

the India-led United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2593, 

the Government of India said it was a “matter of satisfaction” that the 

resolution addressed India's “key concerns” on Afghanistan. 

● The resolution, which called on the Taliban to keep its commitments on 

preventing terror groups in Afghanistan. 

● It also urged them to assist the safe evacuations of all Afghan nationals 

wishing to leave the country,  

○ It was the result of careful coordination and high-level official 

contacts with UNSC members. 
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● The Resolution demands that Afghan territory not be used to threaten 

or attack any country or to shelter and train terrorists and plan or 

finance terrorist attacks.   

● It specifically mentions individuals designated by the UNSC resolution 

1267,” which includes the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-

Mohammad (JeM), explaining why India played an “active role” in 

ensuring the UNSC resolution went through a day before it demits from 

its role as UNSC President for August, 2021. 

Russia, China stand 

● In their statements explaining the split within the UNSC’s permanent 

members, Russia and China said they wanted all the groups, especially 

Islamic State (ISIL) and the Uighur East Turkestan Islamic Movement 

(ETIM) be named specifically in the document, and listed a number of 

objections to the drafting of the resolution.  

● They accused the resolution’s sponsors the U.S., the U.K. and France of 

having rushed it through on a “tight schedule” while seeking to absolve 

the U.S. of responsibility, and distinguish between “their and our 

terrorists”. 

● “The adoption of the resolution is a strong signal from the Security 

Council and the international community on its expectations in respect 

of Afghanistan,” Mr. Shringla told the media after the resolution was 

passed. 

● India is expected to chair the 1988 Sanctions committee that looks at 

Taliban sanctions next and participate in the decision to extend the 

mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), where 

it will also have to balance competing demands from the U.S., the U.K. 

and France bloc ranged against Russia and China. 

● Meanwhile, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s travel plans in September 

will be watched closely, as he has been invited to attend the SCO summit 

in Dushanbe, of countries including Russia, China, Pakistan and Central 

Asian states on September 16-17, 2021 as well as the Quad summit in 

Washington, including the U.S., Australia and Japan, expected to be held 

on September 26-27, 2021. 
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Economy 

Economy grows 20.1% in Q1, lags pre-COVID level 

 

● India’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) grew by 20.1% in the first 

quarter of 2021-22, compared to the 24.4% contraction recorded in the 

same quarter a year ago, but economic activity remained well-below 

pre-pandemic levels due to the second wave of COVID-19. 

● Gross Value Added (GVA) in the economy during the 2021 April to June 

period rose 18.8%, as per the National Statistical Office (NSO).  

○ GVA from agriculture, forestry and fishing, the only sector to grow 

amid last year’s national lockdown, picked up pace to grow 4.5% 

in Q1 2021-22. 

○ Electricity, Gas, Water Supply & Other Utility Services, whose GVA 

grew in Q1 of 2021-22, was the only sector along with Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fishing, to recover beyond the pre-pandemic levels 

of 2019-20. 

○ GVA from Trade, Hotels, Transport, Communication & Services 

related to Broadcasting recorded a 34.3% jump  

○ However, this employment- and contact-intensive services sector 

was still 30.2% below 2019-20 levels. 

Government’s stand 

● The government said the NSO numbers ‘reaffirm'' its prediction of an 

‘imminent V-shaped recovery’ made this time last year, and said the 
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20.1% rise in GDP ‘despite the intense second wave in the months of 

April-May’ highlights the continued economic recovery. 

○ A V-shaped recovery is characterized by a quick and sustained 

recovery in measures of economic performance after a sharp 

economic decline. Because of the speed of economic adjustment 

and recovery in macroeconomic performance, a V-shaped 

recovery is a best case scenario given the recession. 

Critics 

● However, economists as well as the NSO cautioned about reading too 

much into the record quarterly growth print. 

● “The spectacular headline number cannot be interpreted as a V-shaped 

recovery. The fact that the economy has still not recovered to the 2019-

20 level, which was in itself seen as a disastrous year for growth, is not 

good news,” and also the first quarter GDP is even lower than the first 

quarter of 2018-19. 

Consumption pattern 

● The share of consumption in GDP was lower this time which indicates 

that the second wave and lockdowns impacted households more than 

the first wave. 

● ICRA chief economist Aditi Nayar said the low base of last year's 

stringent nationwide lockdown had ended up concealing the impact of 

the second wave of COVID-19 on the economy and the sharp year-on-

year expansion in Q1 is analytically misleading, as it marks a sequential 

slowdown of 16.9% over the last quarter of 2020-21. 

Base effect 

● “The growth rates in 2021-22 in some cases are unduly high due to the 

low base,” this could be misleading. 

○ Construction and Manufacturing GVA recorded a 68.3% and 

49.6% uptick between April and June this year. 

Output 

● On the output front, public administration, defence and other services 

such as education, health and recreation grew 5.8% but remained 5% 

lower than the pre-pandemic level. 
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● This is a clear indication that the government has been far too cautious 

in increasing its expenditures to contain the fiscal deficit. 

● Manufacturing and construction were the key drivers of the pickup in 

GVA growth in Q1, whereas on the expenditure side, private 

consumption and investment powered the turnaround in the GDP 

performance. 

● Chief Economic Advisor Krishnamurthy Subramanian said growth for 

the full year is likely to remain around the ‘ballpark’ of 11% as projected 

by the Economic Survey.  

● India is poised for stronger growth, driven by structural reforms, the 

government’s push for capital expenditure to enable private investment 

and a rapid COVID-19 vaccination drive, he said. 

● However, economists were worried about a decline in public capital and 

revenue spending in July indicated by data released separately by the 

Controller General of Accounts. “Despite the lifting of State-wise 

restrictions, revenue and capital spending contracted by 23% and 28%, 

respectively, in July 2021”. 

● The Reserve Bank of India and the International Monetary Fund had 

revised their growth projections for the year to 9.5%.  

● CARE Ratings revised its GDP growth estimate for the year to 9.1% from 

9.2%, as it expects growth rates in the next three quarters to be 

progressively lower with the base effect wearing off. 
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Security 

China opens first road-rail transport link to Indian Ocean 

 

● China has a newly-launched railway line from the Myanmar border to 

the key commercial hub of Chengdu in western China. 

● It provides China a new road-rail transportation channel to the Indian 

Ocean. 

● A “test cargo” through what is being called the China-Myanmar New 

Passage arrived at the Chengdu rail port in Sichuan province on August 

27 2021. 

● The transport corridor involves a sea-road-rail link. Goods from 

Singapore reached Yangon Port, arriving by ship through the Andaman 

Sea of the northeastern Indian Ocean, and were then transported by 

road to Lincang on the Chinese side of the Myanmar-China border in 

Yunnan province. The new railway line that runs from the border town 

of Lincang to Chengdu, a key trade hub in western China, completes the 

corridor. 

● This passage connects the logistics lines of Singapore, Myanmar and 

China, and is currently the most convenient land and sea channel linking 

the Indian Ocean with southwest China. 

● Chinese planners have also looked at the Gwadar port in Pakistan as 

another key outlet to the Indian Ocean that will bypass the Malacca 
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Straits. Gwadar is being developed as part of the China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

 

Environment and Ecology 

India to make it mandatory for auto makers to offer biofuel 

vehicles in 6 months: Gadkari 
● Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said India will make it mandatory for auto 

manufacturers to offer vehicles running 100% on biofuels in the next six 

months. 

● Such a move will be cost-effective for consumers, who are hassled by 

the high petrol prices as a litre of bioethanol costs ₹65 as against ₹110 

for petrol. 

● The fuel is also less polluting and saves forex. 

● Such a measure will provide an impetus to large scale adoption of 

biofuels in the transport sector which would not only be less 

environmentally polluting but also help save valuable forex and 

improve India’s fuel security in the long run and also provide an 

impetus to economic growth in the farm sector. 

 

Health 

Indian Royal Jelly 
● For the first time, Indian Royal Jelly has been found to surpass top-

quality sellers, including those produced in Thailand and Taiwan.  

● Known for being a good antioxidant, and helping women with fertility 

issues, among other health benefits, the Indian Royal Jelly meets the 

ISO-prescribed standards imposed by the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) in 2019, according to Pune-based 

researchers. 

What is Royal Jelly? 

● It is a pearly white or pale yellow-coloured cohesive mixture of honey 

and secretions from the hypopharyngeal and mandibular glands of 

worker honeybees.  
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● It contains moisture or water (60-70 per cent), lipids (1-10 per cent), 

minerals (0.8-3 per cent), proteins (9-18 per cent), sugar (7 per cent) 

and other elements.  

● Being highly nutritious, this substance is used as food to young larvae 

and adult queen honeybees. 

● Commercially, royal jelly is produced artificially by stimulating bee 

colonies to produce queen bees, grown outside its natural habitat. The 

larvae in the queen cells are fed with nutritious royal jelly. The perfect 

time to harvest royal jelly is when the maximum amount gets 

accumulated upon the larva turning 5 days old. 

 

International Relations 

India elected to Council of Administration at 27th UPU Congress 

in Abidjan 
● India has been elected to the Council of Administration(CA) at 27th 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) Congress in Abidjan. India was also 

elected with 106 votes out of 156 countries to the Postal Operations 

Council (POC) at the 27th UPU Congress in Abidjan. 

Universal Postal Union (UPU) 

● The Universal Postal Union (UPU), established by the Treaty of Bern of 

1874, is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN). 

● It coordinates postal policies among member nations, in addition to the 

worldwide postal system.  

● The UPU contains four bodies consisting of the Congress,  

○ The Council of Administration (CA),  

○ The Postal Operations Council (POC) and  

○ The International Bureau (IB).  

○ It also oversees the Telematics and Express Mail Service (EMS) 

cooperatives.  

● The UPU's headquarters are located in Bern, Switzerland. 
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Governance 

102 Vande Bharat trains to be operational by March 2024 
● The Railways plans to operate 102 Vande Bharat trains by March 2024. 

● Days after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the operation of 

75 Vande Bharat trains, the Ministry of Railways has floated tenders for 

manufacturing 58 rakes, each comprising 16 coaches. Tenders have 

already been floated for making 44 rakes. 

● The Train18, later named Vande Bharata Express, was rolled out by the 

Integral Coach Factory, Chennai.  

● It was showcased as India’s first semi high-speed train with an 

operational efficiency of 160 kmph. 

● Though the Vande Bharata train was celebrated as one of the most 

successful products of the “Make in India” mission, it ran into a 

controversy over allegations of compromises on safety bringing 

production of more rakes to a grinding halt. 

● There were also allegations that one company was favoured in the 

making of the first two rakes. 

 

State news 

New sand policy soon: Karnataka CM Bommai 
● Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai has suggested the officials prepare a 

sand policy draft and that the new policy would be implemented soon.  

● There's a confusion among the stakeholders due to multiple sand 

policies in the state. Hence there's a need for one comprehensive and 

inclusive policy. 

● A sand policy was formulated when C C Patil was the Mines and Geology 

minister. The officials will look into the said policy while preparing the 

draft. The government will make sand easily accessible to state projects, 

beneficiaries of Ashraya and other housing schemes and common man. 
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02/09/2021 

International Relations 

What did America achieve in Afghanistan? 
● For the first time since October 2001, there are no American troops in 

Afghanistan.  

Details 

● While defending his decision to pull back the forces, which led to the 

Taliban’s quick takeover of Kabul on August 15, U.S. President Joe Biden 

said he was left with only two options after the withdrawal agreement 

the Trump administration signed with the Taliban in February 2020 —  

○ Either honour the deal or  

○ Default on it and send in more troops to continue the war.  

● I was not going to extend this forever war, and I was not extending a 

forever exit, said Mr. Biden. 

What did the U.S. gain from it? 

● Mr. Biden is now trying to reinterpret America’s foreign policy from a 

realistic, national security point of view.  

● Biden asserts that the U.S. invaded Afghanistan not because it was ruled 

by the Taliban but because the September 11 attacks originated from 

Afghanistan.  

○ America’s primary objectives in Afghanistan were to disrupt al-

Qaeda and capture or kill Osama bin Laden.  

○ The argument is that the Taliban were not America’s main enemy 

and defeating them was not its primary objective. 

● While it’s true that America went to Afghanistan because the 9/11 

attacks originated from that country, Mr. Biden’s assessment of the 

Taliban was not shared by his predecessors.  

○ The Taliban had offered to surrender on modest terms in 

December 2001, but President George W. Bush rejected the offer.  

○ America did not pull back from Afghanistan after the Taliban 

regime fell and the insurgents retreated to the Afghan mountains 

and Pakistan.  

○ America did not withdraw after bin Laden was killed in 2011 

either.  
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○ The U.S. stayed in Afghanistan, propping up the Islamic Republic 

because American leaders were of the view that a return of the 

Taliban to power would derail the global war on terror. 

● The Taliban are now a problem of the Afghans, not of Americans, 

according to the Biden doctrine. 

War on terror 

● In 2001, al-Qaeda was largely concentrated in Afghanistan.  

● The U.S. invasion and the fall of the Taliban led to al-Qaeda’s 

disintegration.  

○ The terrorist outfit was driven underground, but was not defeated 

or decimated.  

● Over the years, new branches of al-Qaeda sprang up in different parts of 

the world. Of them, the deadliest was al-Qaeda in Iraq, which was led by 

Abu Musab al-Zarqawi after the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.  

○ The Jordan-born terrorist was killed by a U.S. strike in 2006, but 

AQI transformed into the Islamic State of Iraq, which later became 

the dreaded Islamic State (IS) that declared a Caliphate and 

established a proto-state across Iraq and Syria in 2014. 

● The IS’s physical infrastructure was destroyed by coordinated and 

separate war efforts by a group of powers, including the U.S., Iran, Iraq, 

Kurdish and Shia militias, Syria and Russia. But the rump of the outfit 

continues to operate in parts of Syria and Iraq.  

● The IS has also established provinces in other parts of the world, 

including the IS West Africa Province (ISWAP) and the IS Khorasan 

Province (ISKP) that claimed responsibility for the August 26,2021 

Kabul blasts in which over 200 people were killed, including 13 

Americans.  

● Al-Qaeda has also established a strong presence in Africa, particularly in 

the Sahel region, where they have carried out dozens of attacks in 

recent years.  

● So if al-Qaeda was an organised terrorist machinery concentrated in 

Afghanistan in 2001, it’s now a decentralised amalgam that has 

metastasised across the world. 
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Economy 

August manufacturing PMI shows recovery losing steam 
● India’s manufacturing recovery lost momentum in August with the 

survey-based Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) sliding to 52.3. as 

demand showed ‘signs of weakness due to the pandemic’ and input 

price pressures persisted.  

● Growth in new orders softened, pushing the expansion below the long-

term average. 

● August saw the Indian manufacturing sector extend its recovery, but 

growth lost momentum as demand weakened. 

● Manufacturers’ cost burdens have now been rising for 13 straight 

months, and were linked by producers to raw material scarcity and 

transportation problems. 

Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) 

● The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an index of the prevailing 

direction of economic trends in the manufacturing and service sectors.  

● It consists of a diffusion index that summarizes whether market 

conditions, as viewed by purchasing managers, are expanding, staying 

the same, or contracting.  

● The purpose of the PMI is to provide information about current and 

future business conditions to company decision makers, analysts, and 

investors. 

● It is a survey-based measure that asks the respondents about changes in 

their perception about key business variables as compared with the 

previous month. 

● The PMI is a number from 0 to 100.  

○ PMI above 50 represents an expansion when compared to the 

previous month; 

○ PMI under 50 represents a contraction, and 

○ A reading at 50 indicates no change. 

○ If the PMI of the previous month is higher than the PMI of the 

current month (as is the case mentioned above), it represents that 

the economy is contracting. 
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Defence 

National Naval Aviation to get President's Colour 

 

● President Ram Nath Kovind will award the President’s Colour to Indian 

Naval Aviation at a ceremonial parade to be held at INS Hansa, Goa.  

○ The President’s Colour is the highest honour bestowed on a 

military unit in recognition of its exceptional service to the nation. 

Details 

● Naval Aviation came into being with the acquisition of the first Sealand 

aircraft on January 13, 1951 and the commissioning of INS Garuda, the 

first Naval Air Station, on May 11, 1953, the Navy said in a statement. 

● At present Naval Aviation has nine air stations and three naval air 

enclaves along the Indian coastline and in the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands. 

● It had transformed into a modern, technologically advanced and highly 

potent force, with more than 250 aircraft comprising carrier-borne 

fighters, maritime reconnaissance aircraft, helicopters and remotely 

piloted aircraft (RPA). 

● The Navy was the first amongst the armed forces to be awarded the 

President’s Colour on May 27, 1951 by then President Rajendra Prasad. 
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Governance 

Ladakh adopts State animal and bird 
● Two years after it was carved out as a separate Union Territory (UT) 

from the erstwhile State of J&K, Ladakh has adopted its State animal and 

State bird. 

● Two endangered species,The snow leopard (Panther unica) and 

black-necked crane (Grus nigricollis) shall be the State animal and 

State bird respectively of the UT of Ladakh. 

Black-necked crane 

 

● Black-necked crane, only found in Ladakh region, was the State bird of 

J&K before August 5, 2019. 

● Protection Status: 

IUCN Red List: Near Threatened 

CITES: Appendix I 

Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule I 

● Black-necked cranes, considered loyal couples, are only found in 

Ladakh’s Changtang region. 
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Snow Leopard 

 

● Snow leopards, whose numbers are dwindling worldwide, have been 

categorised as “vulnerable” in the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature Red List. 

● It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List because the global 

population is estimated to number fewer than 10,000 mature 

individuals and is expected to decline about 10% by 2040. 

● It is threatened by poaching and habitat destruction following 

infrastructural developments. 
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Security 

China’s new maritime law may spike tensions in South China 

Sea 

 

● From September 1, 2021, China’s new maritime rules designed to 

control the entry of foreign vessels in what Beijing calls “Chinese 

territorial waters” take effect.  

● The move is expected to have far-reaching consequences for passage of 

vessels, both commercial and military, in the disputed South China Sea, 

East China Sea and Taiwan Strait, and is likely to escalate the existing 

tension with the US and its neighbours in the region. 

What is the new law? 

● Foreign vessels, both military and commercial, will be henceforth 

required to submit to Chinese supervision in “Chinese territorial 

waters,” as per the new law.  
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● Operators of submersibles, nuclear vessels, ships carrying radioactive 

materials and ships carrying bulk oil, chemicals, liquefied gas and other 

toxic and harmful substances are required to report their detailed 

information upon their visits to Chinese territorial waters. 

Why is this important? 

● The South China Sea, which lies between China, Taiwan, the Philippines, 

Brunei, Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam, is of great economic 

importance globally. Nearly one-third of the world’s shipping passes 

through its lanes, and the waters house numerous important fisheries. 

● The waters around China are hotly contested. Under a “nine-dash line” 

map, China claims most of the South China Sea as its sovereign territory. 

This claim is contested by its neighbours in the region and by the United 

States, which, though it has no claim in the Sea, backs the smaller 

nations in the fight against Chinese overreach. 

● It is also a critical route for India, both militarily and commercially. The 

South China Sea plays a vital role in facilitating India’s trade with Japan, 

South Korea and ASEAN countries, and assists in the efficient 

procurement of energy supplies. In fact more than 55% of India’s trade 

passes through the South China Sea and Malacca Straits.  

● India is also involved in oil and gas exploration in offshore blocks in the 

margins of the Sea, which has led to standoffs with Chinese authorities. 

● The waters around China are hotly contested. Under a “nine-dash line” 

map, China claims most of the South China Sea as its sovereign territory. 

This claim is contested by its neighbours in the region and by the United 

States, which, though it has no claim in the Sea, backs the smaller 

nations in the fight against Chinese overreach. 

International position 

● Currently, international maritime activities are governed by an 

international agreement called the United Nations Convention on the 

Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) of which China, India and over a hundred 

other countries are signatories (the US, significantly, is not).  

● Accordingly, states have the right to implement territorial rights up to 

12 nautical miles into the sea. The UNCLOS also states that all vessels 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

have the right of “innocent passage” through this region – China’s new 

law violates this. 

 

 

Economy 

India's fiscal deficit crosses ₹3.21 lakh crore in April-July 

period 
● India saw its fiscal deficit reach ₹3.21 lakh crore during the first four 

months of the current financial year. This is 21.3 percent of the 

budgetary estimates for fiscal deficit set by the central government as 

compared to 103 per cent seen during the corresponding period of the 

previous year, as per the government data. 

● The Centre has set the fiscal deficit target for the financial year 2021-22 

at ₹15.07 lakh crore. 

● The central government received ₹6.83 lakh crore as total receipts, or 

34.6 percent of the corresponding budgetary target for the fiscal year, 

till July. This comprised tax revenue to the tune of ₹5.29 lakh crore, and 

₹1.40 lakh crore of non-tax revenue. 

● The central government's total expenditure in the first four months of 

FY22 stood at ₹10.04 lakh crore, or 28.8 percent budgetary estimate for 

the fiscal year. 

Fiscal Deficit 

● A fiscal deficit is a shortfall in a government's income compared with its 

spending. 

● A fiscal deficit is calculated as a percentage of gross domestic product 

(GDP), or simply as total money spent in excess of income. 

 

Security 

Indian Army to participate in multi-nation military exercise 

'ZAPAD 2021' in Russia 
● The Indian Army contingent will participate in a two-week 

multinational military exercise named 'ZAPAD 2021' at Nizhny in Russia 
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beginning on 3rd September that is aimed at boosting anti-terror 

cooperation. 

● ZAPAD 2021 is a 13-day exercise and will end on 16 September. Over a 

dozen nations will take part in the 'Zapad' exercise, which will primarily 

focus on anti-terror operations. 

● China and Pakistan are also expected to take part in the exercise as 

observers. 

● The defence ministry said a contingent of 200 personnel of the Indian 

Army will participate in an exercise that is taking place from September 

3-16, 2021.         

Note 

● The India-Kazakhstan joint military exercise “KAZIND-21" commenced 

today at training Node Aisha Bibi, Kazakhstan. 

● It is the fifth edition of the annual bilateral exercise by both armies. The 

fourth edition of the exercise was held at Pithoragarh in September 

2019. 

● The scope of the exercise includes professional exchange, planning and 

execution of operations in a counter-terrorism environment and sharing 

of expertise. 

 

Bangladeshi vaccine scientist wins Ramon Magsaysay award 

● A Bangladeshi vaccine scientist and a microfinance pioneer from 

Pakistan were among the five recipients of this year’s Ramon Magsaysay 

Award — regarded as the Asian version of the Nobel Prize. 

● Apart from Dr. Firdausi Qadri from Bangladesh and Muhammad Amjad 

Saqib from Pakistan, the other winners are Filipino fisher and 

community environmentalist Roberto Ballon, American Steven Muncy 

for humanitarian work and refugee assistance and Indonesian torch 

bearer for investigative journalism, Watchdoc. 

Ramon Magsaysay Award 

● The Ramon Magsaysay Award is an annual award established to 

perpetuate former Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay's example of 

integrity in governance, courageous service to the people, and 

pragmatic idealism within a democratic society.  
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● The prize was established in April 1957 by the trustees of the 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund based in New York City with the concurrence 

of the Philippine government. 

 

State news 

Panel recommends overseeing committee for children’s safety 

in schools 
● Former minister for education S Suresh Kumar had constituted the 

committee to examine the need for safety certificates from various 

departments for schools while getting renewal of affiliation. This 

committee was formed following the demand from the private unaided 

schools. 

● A committee, constituted by the department of primary and secondary 

education to examine the need for safety and security certificates during 

the renewal of recognition for schools, submitted its report asking the 

government schools to follow all safety and security norms.  

● The committee, headed by MLC V S Sankanur, submitted the report to 

Primary and Secondary Education Minister B C Nagesh. 

● It said the department should follow all safety and security measures at 

the government-run schools on a par with the private unaided schools. 

● The committee recommended the government set aside funds in the 

upcoming budget for the upgradation of safety and security measures at 

government schools and colleges. 

● Another major recommendation of the committee is for the constitution 

of a state-level overseeing committee under the department of public 

instructions to address any issues related to the safety of children. 

○ This committee should include officials from all departments to 

address safety issues including unsafe buildings, lack of toilets, no 

drinking water, lack of infrastructure, violence, abuse etc. 

Concern 

● While preparing the report, the committee has considered only the 

2009 order of the Supreme Court and ignored all other orders which 

came later regarding safety and security issues at schools. There is no 

clarity in the report. 
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Govt can allow bullock cart race, says Karnataka High Court 

● The High Court has directed the state government to ensure fulfilment 

of conditions laid down by the Supreme Court, while granting 

permission to bullock-cart racing. 

● The court held that under the amended provisions of the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Animals (Karnataka Second Amendment) Act, 2017, the state 

government can permit the holding of bullock cart racing. 

● A division bench, headed by Acting Chief Justice Satish Chandra Sharma, 

disposed of a PIL filed by People for Animals, a Mysuru-based animal 

welfare organisation. 

Baji Rao Patil and the State of Maharashtra case 

● The bench referred to the Supreme Court order in the case of Baji Rao 

Patil and the State of Maharashtra, which was heard along with the 

Jallikattu matter. The Supreme Court had stipulated that a separate 

track for each bullock cart would have to be provided at every bullock-

cart race event. 

● The other conditions stipulate the organisers to inform district 

administration and the local police station. 

● The apex court had also said that a veterinary doctor, in association 

with NGOs espousing the cause of animals, and the committee 

appointed by the High Court, shall be permitted to videograph the event. 

● The order also restricted cart men from whipping the bull or causing 

pain or injury to the animal. 

● The bench said that under section 28A of the amended Act, the state 

government can permit the holding of bullock cart racing.  

 

Karnataka govt plans internal audit to vet crop loans waived 

● Three years and Rs 15,000 crore later, the Karnataka government has 

prepared an audit plan to scrutinise the crop loan waiver scheme, the 

flagship programme of the previous Congress-JD(S) coalition.  

● From 2018 till date, 19.87 lakh crop loan accounts received Rs 15,608.8 

crore towards the waiver. This includes loans borrowed from both 

commercial and cooperative banks. 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs
 COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 

 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

● However, the internal audit, whose draft guidelines are awaiting the 

Finance department’s nod, will be done for the loans that were waived 

in commercial banks, covering more than 10 lakh farmers with a cash 

outgo of over Rs 7,600 crore.  

● The main objective of the proposed internal audit is to ascertain if the 

loan waiver scheme benefited all eligible farmers and the exclusion of 

those who were ineligible.  

● The purpose of the pre-audit was to check that the data entry by banks 

was in accordance with documents. 

● The top four banks with the highest number of loans waived are the 

Karnataka Gramin Bank, Karnataka Vikas Grameena Bank, Canara Bank 

and the State Bank of India.  

Karnataka Crop loan waiver Scheme 2018 

● The most important thing in this scheme, it has to reduce the financial 

money burden of farmers and they can focus on the crops with free 

mind without any tension.  
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03/09/2021 

International Relations 

India watches keenly as Taliban-Pakistan ties remain in focus 
● India is closely watching the Taliban’s stance towards Pakistan as it 

appears imminent that the outfit will form the next government based 

in Kabul or Kandahar in the next few days.  

● The concern in this regard is shaped by the fact that Sher Mohammed 

Stanekzai, head of the Taliban’s Political Office in Doha, met India’s 

envoy to Qatar, giving the first sign that channels of communication 

between the two sides are now open. 

Pakistan - Taliban ties 

● Pakistan has taken care of Taliban leaders for a long time. They have got 

shelter, education and a home in Pakistan.  

● However, Taliban refused to extend the general amnesty to former 

Pakistani military ruler General Pervez Musharraf.  

● General Musharraf had ended Pakistan’s open support for the Taliban 

just before a military coalition led by the United States overthrew the 

Taliban regime in 2001.  

● The Taliban responded by launching multiple attacks on General 

Musharraf that failed to succeed.  

● Mr. Mujahid refused to follow the Pakistani position on the contested 

Durand Line, which is a sensitive issue for the Pashtun community that 

resides in both Afghanistan and Pakistan. “We are still in the process of 

forming a government, but the Durand Line is an important matter for 

our nation and it will be what the nation wants,” he said. 

Kashmir issue 

● A Taliban spokesperson has said, “Kashmir is an issue between India 

and Pakistan. We have nothing to do with issues that are internal to our 

neighbours.” He described India-Pakistan tension as “political and 

geographical”, and urged both countries to not use Afghan territory to 

deal with that dispute.  
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Polity 

Long wait for a Deputy Speaker for Lok Sabha 
● The Delhi High Court has asked the Central government to explain its 

stand on a petition that claimed keeping the post of Deputy Speaker of 

the Lok Sabha vacant is a violation of Article 93 of the Constitution. 

Details 

● It is a constitutional mandated position and not a ceremonial one. 

During each session, the Congress has demanded that the election to the 

post be held, but our demands have been ignored”. 

● Petitioner in his petition said the post has been vacant for more than 

two years in violation of Article 93. 

○ Article 93 states that “The Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the 

House of the People shall, as soon as may be, choose two members 

of the House to be respectively Speaker and Deputy Speaker 

thereof and, so often as the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker 

becomes vacant, the House shall choose another member to be 

Speaker or Deputy Speaker, as the case may be”. 

● “The expression ‘as soon as may be’ under Article 93 cannot, at any 

stretch of imagination, be extended by the Respondents to the 

substantial period of 2 years and more. any further delay in electing the 

Constitutional office of the Deputy Speaker will breach the collective 

trust in the Lok Sabha which is founded on the bedrock of the 

Constitutional trust.” 

Deputy Speaker: 

● The position of Deputy Speaker is a Constitutional post. 

● The Deputy Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its 

members right after the election of the Speaker has taken place. 

● A Deputy Speaker enjoys the same legislative powers as the Speaker. 

And in absence of the Speaker because of death, illness or any other 

reason, the Deputy Speaker also assumes the administrative powers. 
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Environment and Ecology 

Indian biologist wins global award for turtle conservation 
● Indian biologist Shailendra Singh has been awarded the Behler Turtle 

Conservation Award for bringing three critically endangered turtle 

conservation species back from the brink of extinction which include: 

The Red-crowned Roofed Turtle (Batagur kachuga) 

 

● The red-crowned roofed turtle or Bengal roof turtle (Batagur kachuga) 

is a species of freshwater turtle endemic to South Asia.  

● It was the type species of its former genus Kachuga. Females can grow 

to a shell length of 56 cm (22 in) and weigh 25 kilograms (55 lb), but 

males are considerably smaller. The turtles like to bask in the sun on 

land.  

● In the breeding season, the heads and necks of male turtles exhibit 

bright red, yellow and blue coloration. The females excavate nests in 

which they lay clutches of up to thirty eggs. 

● Conservation Status: 

IUCN : Critically Endangered 

Wildlife Protection Act (IWPA) : Schedule I 

CITES : Appendix II 
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Northern River Terrapin (Batagur baska) 

 

● A brackish water species, the Northern River Terrapin (Batagur baska) 

is one of the largest turtles to be found in Southeast Asia. 

● It is one of the world’s most endangered turtles classified as Critically 

Endangered by the IUCN Red List. 

● Fewer than 50 adults remain, in four captive locations around the 

world. 

● One of the reasons that populations crashed is unsustainable harvesting 

across the subcontinent and Southeast Asia. 

● The turtles used to be exploited for their meat, and were once 

commonly sold in the fish markets of Kolkata. 

Black Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia nigricans)  

 

● A freshwater species and there are 29 species of freshwater turtles and 

tortoises found in India. 

● They are found in ponds of temples in northeastern India and 

Bangladesh. Its distribution range also includes the Brahmaputra River 

and its tributaries. 
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● Protection Status: 

IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered 

CITES: Appendix I 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: No legal protection 

● Consumption of turtle meat and eggs, silt mining, encroachment of 

wetlands and change in flooding patterns. 

 

Governance 

TOD highlighted in draft regional plan 2041 

● As a part of urban regeneration, Transit Oriented Development (TOD) 

and planned housing along TOD corridors have been highlighted in the 

draft Regional Plan-2041 for the National Capital Region. 

○ In urban planning, a transit-oriented development (TOD) is a type 

of urban development that maximizes the amount of residential, 

business and leisure space within walking distance of public 

transport. 

● The TOD policy, which proposes to have residential, commercial, civic 

and institutional establishments in close proximity, also features 

prominently in the draft Master Plan for Delhi-2041. 

● Apart from enhanced walkability and last-mile connectivity through a 

higher dependence on public transport and multi-modal integration, the 

development of strategic transit nodes has also been proposed. 
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Environment and Ecology 

World’s first ‘Plant based’ smart air-purifier “Ubreathe Life” 

 
● Scientists of Indian Institutes of Technology, Ropar and Kanpur and 

Faculty of Management Studies of Delhi University have developed a 

living-plant based air purifier “Ubreathe Life”. 

● It amplifies the air purification process in indoor spaces. These indoor 

spaces can either be hospitals, schools, offices and your Homes. 

●  IIT Ropar’s startup company, Urban Air Laboratory, that has developed 

the product claims it to be the world's first, state-of-the art ‘Smart Bio-

Filter’ that can make breathing fresh.  

● It has been incubated at IIT Ropar, which is a designated iHub - AWaDH 

(Agriculture and Water Technology Development Hub) by the 

Department of Science and Technology, Govt. of India. 

● The technology works through the air-purifying natural leafy plant. The 

room-air interacts with leaves and goes to the soil-root zone where 

maximum pollutants are purified.  

● The novel technology used in this product is ‘Urban Munnar Effect’ 

along with patent pending “Breathing Roots” to exponentially amplify 

the phytoremediation process of the plants. Phytoremediation is a 

process by which plants effectively remove pollutants from the air. 
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Economy 

More than 4 billion people still lack any social protection, ILO 

report finds 
● Despite the unprecedented worldwide expansion of social protection 

during the COVID-19 crisis, more than 4 billion people around the world 

remain entirely unprotected, a new International Labour Organization 

(ILO) report says. 

Details 

● Social protection includes access to health care and income security, 

particularly in relation to old age, unemployment, sickness, disability, 

work injury, maternity or loss of the main income earner, as well as for 

families with children. 

● Currently, only 47 per cent of the global population are effectively 

covered by at least one social protection benefit, while 4.1 billion people 

(53 per cent) obtain no income security at all from their national social 

protection system. 

● There are significant regional inequalities in social protection.  

○ Europe and Central Asia have the highest rates of coverage, with 

84 percent of people being covered by at least one benefit.  

○ The Americas are also above the global average, with 64.3 per 

cent.  

○ Asia and the Pacific (44 per cent), the Arab States (40 per cent) 

and Africa (17.4 percent) have marked coverage gaps. 

● The pandemic response was uneven and insufficient, deepening the gap 

between countries with high and low income levels and failing to afford 

the much-needed social protection that all human beings deserve. 
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Governance 

“A-HELP” (Accredited Agent for Health and Extension of Livestock 

Production) 

● Department of Animal husbandry and Dairying and Department of  

Rural Development signed an MoU between DAHD and MoRD for 

Leveraging SHG platform for rural economic growth through 

convergence of Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), 

MoFAHD and National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), MoRD. 

● Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying is giving more 

employment and entrepreneurship opportunities to the farming 

community through different interventions and flagship programs like 

AHIDF (Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund), DIDF 

(Dairy Infrastructure Development Fund), NADCP (National Animal 

Disease Control Program) for FMD (Foot and Mouth Disease) and 

Brucellosis etc. 

● As per the MoU, it has also decided to use the services of the members of 

the SHGs as livestock resource persons and primary service providers 

through a new accredited model named as “A-HELP” (Accredited Agent 

for Health and Extension of Livestock Production). 

● This model will be implemented across the country by using the existing 

cadre developed under DAY-NRLM for livestock (Pashusakhis) by 

providing further training and accreditation as A-HELP workers. 

● Pashusakhis 

● Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-

NRLM) has been supporting the farm livelihood sector both through 

backward and forward linkages.  

● Under backward linkages, the support is being provided through cadres 

of pashusakhis who are being trained through structured modules as 

part of training and capacity building architecture and are providing 

services by handholding the Mahila Kisans through Pashu Pathshalas 

and services at the doorstep of farmers.  

● The mission has more than 40,000 Pashusakhis in its fold.  
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State news 

Demonstration on processing saltwater into freshwater 
● A demonstration for converting seawater into freshwater using 

technology in the deep-sea fishing boats will be held in the presence of 

the Minister for Fisheries, Port and Inland Water Transport S Angara on 

September 3, 2021. 

● The fishing boats that venture into the deep sea remain in mid-sea for 

seven to 10 days. Each boat will have a minimum of 15 fishermen. 

● The fishermen who venture into deep-sea fishing have been facing 

inconvenience with the shortage of potable water when the water 

carried by them in the boat gets exhausted. Now, a technology has been 

developed to process the salt water for drinking purposes. 

● Here using a portable purifier, the seawater can be converted into 

potable water. This in turn helps the fishermen and prevents them from 

spending money on the purchase of potable water, which in turn 

reduces the weight in the boat as well. The space used for storing water 

can be in turn used for storing the fish catch. 

● The saltwater is collected in a small pipe when the boat starts its 

journey. Later with the help of a purifier fixed in the machine, about 

2000 litre of water can be purified daily. The purifier machine costs Rs 

4.50 lakh. 

 

Ensure no illegal mining at Sadahalli bande, HC to Karnataka govt 

● The High Court of Karnataka directed the state government to ensure 

that no illegal mining takes place at Sadahalli quarry/Sadahalli Bande at 

Sadahalli and Chowdenahalli villages of Devanahalli taluk off 

Kempegowda International Airport Road. 

● The mining activities are barely 100-200 meters away from some 

residential areas such as Jade Garden, Hollywood Town and Swiss Town 

residential layouts. 

● The resumption of activities has affected the residents, mostly senior 

citizens.  

○ The petitioners contended that the quarry dust can cause serious 

fatalities as well as diseases like “Silicosis”.  
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○ They said many residents have fallen ill and also apprehended 

that dust may also aggravate the Covid risk. 

 

More than a lakh await corneal donations in Karnataka but pledges 

sparse 

● Every year, on average, 5,600 eye donations are made in Karnataka, but 

an estimated 1.25 lakh corneal blind are waiting for corneal donations. 

● Of the 32 eye banks functioning in Karnataka, only seven are 

government-run. At state-run Minto Eye Hospital, for example, an 

average of 250 eye donations were made every year pre-Covid which 

has reduced to 55 during Covid. 

● When the waiting list at this hospital alone was less than 10 prior to the 

pandemic, it has increased to 80 patients now. 

● With a death rate of eight per 1,000 currently in the country, even if 

10% of the population donate their eyes, it would suffice. 

● Deaths at homes can contribute significantly, even though cornea 

retrieval programmes at hospitals exist.  
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04/09/2021 

Economy 

Edible oil prices likely to ease by December: official 
● Soaring edible oil prices are likely to soften by December as 

international commodity futures show a declining trend and there is the 

arrival of domestic oilseed crops.  

● However the government would be constrained from further import 

duty cuts to reduce oil prices as it needs to augment its own resources 

which have also been affected by COVID. 

● Retail prices of major edible oils have risen up to 48% over the last year, 

driven by surging global prices, and lower domestic production of 

soybean which is India’s largest oilseed crop. However, there is hope 

that the spike is over. 

● December futures for soybean and palm oil are showing marginally 

declining trends. So at least it is expected that there will be no more rise 

in prices. 

● Also the arrivals of domestic soybean crop and the rabi season mustard 

crop would also help to soften prices.  

Background 

● India currently imports about 60% of its edible oil needs, leaving the 

country’s retail prices vulnerable to international pressures. 

Reasons for surge in oil prices 

● Officials say that one of the reasons that global prices have surged is 

excessive buying of edible oil by China.  

● Another reason is that many major oil producers are aggressively 

pursuing biofuel policies and diverting their edible oil crops for that 

purpose. That includes oil palm in Malaysia and Indonesia as well as 

soybean in the United States, the two oil types that make up 50% of 

India’s domestic consumption. 

Steps taken to contain edible food oil price 

● Governmental taxes and duties make up a major chunk of the retail 

price of edible oils.  

● Two months ago, the Centre cut import duties on crude palm oil from 

15% to 10%, saying that reduction would remain in effect till the end of 
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September. However, effective duties, which include cess and other 

charges, are still at 30.25% on crude palm oil and 41.25% on refined 

palm oil. 

● The governmental interventions such as duty reduction and port 

facilitation had also ensured that although global soy and palm prices 

shot up 22% and 18% respectively over the last week, Indian prices 

have only gone up about 2%.  

● The money earned through agriculture cess would actually be used to 

promote domestic edible oil production and reduce dependence on 

imports. 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Experts express concern over diversion of fresh water from 

Odisha's Brahmani river 
● Environmentalists on Friday expressed concern over the massive 

diversion of fresh water from the Brahmani river basin, which could 

pose a grave threat to the famous mangrove vegetation in Odisha. 

Bhitarkanika 

● Bhitarkanika — a notified Ramsar wetland — is spread over 195 sq. km 

and is home to 62 mangrove species.  

● Besides, 1,600 saltwater crocodiles crawl on the mudflats of the 

Bhitarkanika mangrove forest. 

Concerns 

● Mangroves grow in brackish water. Proportionate fresh water flow from 

the Brahmani river basin and the Kharasrota river keep the salinity 

level of the water along the shore down. The brackish water becomes 

ideal for the mangroves to grow and stay healthy. 

● The Wildlife Society of Orissa (WSO), an environmental pressure group, 

had drawn public attention on the excess water allocation for industries, 

which is likely to reduce fresh water discharge to the sea. 

● The Talcher-Angul coal mines, steel and power plants as well as the 

Kalinganagar steel and power hub are drawing enormous quantities of 

fresh water from the Brahmani river. 
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● The reduction in water flow would lead to drastic changes in the water 

regime of the Bhitarkanika mangroves. The Sundarbans mangrove 

forest was drastically affected after the Farakka barrage was 

commissioned. 

● Stating that the lack of normal flow of fresh water would increase saline 

ingression upstream, it would affect the local flora and fauna as well as 

the livelihoods of the farmers and fishermen dependent upon the 

Brahmani and the Kharasrota. 

● Besides, there could be a quantum increase in the man–crocodile 

conflict since the estuarine crocodiles would leave the core sanctuary 

area and migrate upstream once salinity increases. 

 

Polity 

Nine judges of the Supreme Court took oath 
● Nine judges of the Supreme Court took oath, the biggest ever number at 

one go. 

● A third of the new judges are women, another first, even though the 33-

strong Bench still has only four women.  

How are Supreme Court judges appointed? 

● Articles 124(2) and 217 of the Constitution governs the appointment of 

judges to the Supreme Court and High Courts respectively.  

● Under both provisions, the President has the power to make the 

appointments “after consultation with such of the Judges of the 

Supreme Court and of the High Courts in the States as the President may 

deem necessary”. 

● Over the years, the word “consultation” has been at the centre of debate 

on the executive’s power to appoint judges. In practice, the executive 

held this power since Independence, and a convention of seniority was 

evolved for appointing the Chief Justice of India. 

● This changed, however, in the ’80s in a series of Supreme Court cases, in 

which the judiciary essentially impounded the power of appointment to 

itself. 
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Three judges cases 

● The tussle between the executive and the judiciary over judges’ 

appointment began following the Indira Gandhi-led government’s move 

in 1973 to supersede three senior judges and appoint Justice A N Ray as 

the CJI. 

● In three cases — which came to be known as the Judges Cases — in 

1981, 1993 and 1998, the Supreme Court evolved the collegium system 

for appointing judges. A group of senior Supreme Court judges headed 

by the CJI would make recommendations to the President on who 

should be appointed.  

● These rulings not only shrank the executive say in proposing a 

candidate for judgeship, but also took away the executive’s veto power. 

National Judicial Appointments Commission 

● In 2014, the NDA government attempted to claw back control on judicial 

appointments by establishing the National Judicial Appointments 

Commission through constitutional amendments.  

● Although the law, which gave the executive a greater foot in the door in 

appointments, had support across political parties, the Supreme Court 

struck it down as unconstitutional. 

 

Education 

Glue grant scheme 
● Forty central universities will kick off implementation of innovative 

measures such as the academic credit bank and the glue grant meant to 

encourage multidisciplinarity. 

● Without a sufficient number of teachers, the other ambitious initiatives 

proposed under the National Education Policy would come to naught.  

● The first step has been taken by appointing vice-chancellors at many of 

the institutions where the position was vacant or filled by temporary 

personnel. Now they must get their act together. 

● Glue grant scheme 

● Under the glue grant, announced in this year’s budget, institutions in the 

same city would be encouraged to share resources, equipment and even 

allow their students to take classes from each other.  
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● This is the first step for multidisciplinarity. Ultimately, faculty will be 

able to design joint courses, and you could see a DU student able to take 

a few classes at IIT-Delhi, or vice versa. 

● This also meant that institutions need not duplicate work by developing 

the same capacities, but would be able to build on each other’s 

expertise. 

Credit bank 

● The first step would be the academic credit bank, which would have to 

be adopted separately by the academic council of each university to kick 

off implementation.  

● To start with, the system would allow students to attain qualifications 

by amassing credits rather than specific durations on campus.  

● A certain number of credits would add up to a certificate, then a diploma 

and then a degree, allowing for multiple entry and exit points.  

● Students can earn up to 40% of their credits in online Swayam classes, 

rather than in the physical classroom.  

● In the future, these credits will hold validity across different institutions. 

 

Health 

‘Eat Right Station’ certification by FSSAI 
● Indian Railways’ Chandigarh Railway Station has been awarded a 5- star 

'Eat Right Station' certification for providing high-quality, nutritious 

food to passengers.  

● This certification is granted by FSSAI to railway stations adhering to 

standard food storage and hygiene practices.  

● The 'Eat Right Station' certification is awarded by FSSAI to railway 

stations that set benchmarks in providing safe and wholesome food to 

passengers.  

● The station is awarded a certificate upon a conclusion of an FSSAI-

empanelled third-party audit agency with ratings from 1 to 5. The 5-star 

rating indicates exemplary efforts by stations to ensure safe and 

hygienic food is available to passengers. 
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● The certification is part of the 'Eat Right India' movement- a large-scale 

effort by FSSAI to transform the country's food system to ensure safe, 

healthy and sustainable food for all Indians.   

● Eat Right India adopts a judicious mix of regulatory, capacity building, 

collaborative, and empowerment approaches to ensure that our food is 

suitable both for the people and the planet. 

Note 

● Chandigarh Railway Station becomes the fifth station in India to get this 

recognition.  

● The other railway stations with this certification include Anand Vihar 

Terminal Railway Station; (Delhi), Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus; 

(Mumbai), Mumbai Central Railway Station; (Mumbai) and Vadodara 

Railway Station. 

 

Health 

National campaign to promote cultivation of medicinal plants 
● The National Medicinal Plants Board (NMPB), Ministry of AYUSH has 

launched a national campaign to promote cultivation of medicinal plants 

in the country as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.  

● This will help in increasing the income of farmers and realize the dream 

of Green India.  

● Under this campaign, cultivation of medicinal plants will be done on 

75,000 hectares of land in the next one year across the country.  

● The program has been started from Saharanpur in UP and Pune in 

Maharashtra.  

● This program is second in the series of programs being organized by the 

Ministry of Ayush under the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'. 

● The country has immense potential in the field of medicinal plants and 

cultivation of medicinal plants on 75000 hectares of land will ensure 

availability of medicines in the country and it will be a big source of 

income for the farmers. This will make the country self-reliant in the 

field of medicines.  

● Significantly, in the last 1.5 years, the market of medicinal plants has 

increased in a big way not only in India but all over the world. This is 
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the reason that Ashwagandha has been the third best-selling product in 

America. 

 

Governance 

‘Journalist Welfare Scheme’ 
● The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has constituted a ten 

member Committee headed by Shri Ashok Kumar Tandon, renowned 

Journalist and Member, Prasar Bharati to take a look at the existing 

guidelines of Journalists Welfare Scheme of the Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting and make appropriate recommendations for changes 

therein.  

● This decision is considered significant in the light of the several changes 

that have taken place in the media eco space including the loss of a large 

number of journalists due to COVID-19 and the broad basing of the 

definition of the “Working Journalists”. 

● With the enactment of Occupational, Safety, Health and Working 

Condition Code 2020, the definition of the Working Journalists has been 

broadened to include within its fold those working in both traditional 

and digital media.  

● Further, it was also considered necessary to look at the possible parity 

between accredited and non-accredited journalists from the perspective 

of welfare and availing of benefits under the scheme. 

Note 

● The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has in recent times taken 

very proactive steps for grant of ex-gratia payment to the families of 

journalists who unfortunately died due to COVID-19 and such assistance 

has been given in over 100 cases @ Rs.5 lakh each.  

● The Committee is expected to give its report in a time-bound manner 

within two months. Its recommendations would enable the Government 

to frame guidelines afresh for the benefit of the journalists. 
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S&T 

‘Blue straggler’ 

 

● Blue stragglers, a class of stars on open or globular clusters that stand 

out as they are bigger and bluer than the rest of the stars, have intrigued 

scientists who have for long probed their origin. 

● Carrying out the first-ever comprehensive analysis of blue stragglers, 

Indian researchers found that  

○ Half of the blue stragglers in their sample are formed through 

mass transfer from a close binary companion star,  

○ One third are likely formed through collisions of 2 stars, and  

○ The remaining are formed through interactions of more than 2 

stars. 

● A bunch of stars born at the same time from the same cloud form a star 

cluster. As time passes, each star evolves differently depending on its 

mass.  

● The most massive and bright stars evolve and move off the main 

sequence creating a bend in their track, known as the turnoff.  

● Stars above this bend or brighter and hotter stars are not expected in a 

cluster, as they leave the main sequence to become red giants. But in 
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1953, Allan Sandage found that some stars seem to be hotter than the 

turnoff of the parent cluster.  

● Initially, these blue stars still straggling above the turnoff were not part 

of these clusters. However, later studies confirmed that these stars are 

indeed cluster members, and they were termed “Blue Stragglers”.  

● The only probable way these stars can still be present in these clusters 

is if they have somehow acquired extra mass along the way while on the 

main sequence. Confirming the mechanisms of the mass gain required a 

study using a large sample of blue-straggler stars and estimates of the 

mass they have gained. 

● This first-ever comprehensive analysis of blue stragglers is published in 

the journal Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. 

● It showed that these stars are primarily present in the older and 

massive star clusters. And due to their large mass, they are segregated 

towards the centre of the clusters.  

● The researchers compared the mass of the blue stragglers to the mass of 

the turnoff stars (which are the most massive ‘normal’ stars in the 

cluster) and predicted the formation mechanisms. 

 

State news 

Colleges can't hike fee citing NEP, says Ashwath Narayan 
● Higher Education Minister C N Ashwath Narayan warned private 

colleges against hiking fees in the name of National Education Policy 

(NEP). 

● Colleges are not allowed to increase the fees in the name of NEP. The 

intention of the government is to provide quality education at an 

affordable cost. Running colleges by collecting heavy fees is not 

justifiable. 

● The minister also warned of initiating action against such colleges if the 

department receives any complaints. 

● The results of KCET will be announced on September 20. The 

government will take a final decision on engineering fees during a 

meeting with private engineering colleges next week. 
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● The last date for admissions into colleges had been extended till October 

1 


