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06/09/2021 
Internal Security  
Agencies flag surge in number of foreign ultras in north 
Kashmir 

 Taking the security agencies by surprise, foreign militants outnumber 
local militants in north Kashmir — comprising three districts of 
Baramulla, Bandipora and Kupwara — in a changing trend, according to 
official figures. 

 The sudden spike in numbers has forced the police to restrict the 
movement of mainstream leaders and elected grassroots 
representatives because of fears of an increase in attacks on them. 
Details 

 According to the latest data of the police, there are between 40 to 50 
foreign militants active in north Kashmir compared to just 11 local 
militants. 

 It is for the first time in a decade that north Kashmir is witnessing 
heightened militant activities compared to south Kashmir, which 
remained the hub of militants after the hanging of Parliament attack 
convict Afzal Guru in 2013. 

 “The foreign militants’ build-up was taking place for a long time and 
cannot be connected with the recent situation in Afghanistan. The 
changing trend was visible in the past two months,” a police officer said. 

 The presence of foreign militants in the ranks of the groups such as the 
Jaish-e-Muhammad, Al-Badr, Lashkar-e-Taiba and The Resistance Front 
(TRF) had dried up in the first quarter of 2021.  

 In fact, the first foreign militant, Hamas alias Asrar alias Saria, who was 
active since March 2018, was killed on May 4 in north Kashmir’s Sopore, 
according to the police. 

 Against 32 foreign militants killed in 2020, only nine foreign militants 
have been killed this year so far, according to official figures. 

 A total of 102 militants, “mostly commanders”, were killed, 88 youth 
recruited, 30 arrested and 425 over ground workers held this year, 
according to the police data. 

 The biggest success against foreign militants in Kashmir this year was 
the killing of Saifullah alias Adnan alias Lamboo, an IED expert who 
played a role in the 2019 Pulwama attack on July 31. 
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Impacting security scenario 
 The rising numbers of militants in north Kashmir, which is already over 

50 militants, has forced the security agencies to re-strategise their 
response. 

 Most mainstream leaders and elected grassroots representatives have 
been asked to lie low and provided with dos and don’ts when they plan 
to move around. 

 To ensure that police personnel remain on alert after the sundown. 
 
International Relations  
Logistics agreement with Russia shortly 

 India is all set to conclude the bilateral logistics agreement the 
Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement (RELOS) with Russia.  

 The RLSA will be a tri-service agreement, meaning that the Russians 
could not only use ports like Mumbai and Visakhapatnam for refuelling 
but also, airports after the agreement is signed.  

 India, of course, could do the same, when it came to Russian ports and 
air bases. Interestingly, global warming makes the signing of the 
agreement with Russia, one of India's closest defence allies, more 
imperative. 
Access to facilities in Arctic region 

 The RELOS, which has seen several delays, gives India access to Russian 
facilities in the Arctic region which is seeing increased global activity as 
new shipping routes open up and India’s own investments in the 
Russian Far East.  

 In addition, it comes at a time when both nations are looking at 
significantly scaling up the already broad military-to-military 
cooperation. 

 While the two sides held the INDRA-NAVY 2021 in July and INDRA-
ARMY 2021 in August, 2021. 
India’s logistics agreements 

 India has now signed all four foundational agreements with the US, 
LEMOA in 2016, Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement 
(COMCASA) in 2018 and Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement 
for Geo-Spatial cooperation (BECA)in 2020. While the General Security 
of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) was signed a long time 
ago, an extension to it, the Industrial Security Annex (ISA), was signed in 
2019. 
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 All logistics agreements are reciprocal, also “With the U.S., we have been 
constantly engaging at various levels, exchanges, exercises and 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) efforts, and all that 
has been under LEMOA.” 

 India now has access to encrypted communication systems from the U.S. 
under COMCASA and to geospatial information through BECA which 
cumulatively have been beneficial. 

 The agreements with the U.S. and those with Australia and Japan have 
been especially beneficial as they also operate several common military 
platforms along with India’s increasing share of U.S. origin platforms. 

 The Navy has also been signing maritime cooperation agreements with 
several countries including all Quad members and soon with Russia 
which also improve Maritime Domain Awareness among other things. 

 

Governance 
Teacher’s Day being celebrated across country 

 
 Teacher’s Day is celebrated on the 5th september of every year. The day 

is celebrated to mark the birth anniversary of former President and 
great educationist Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. 

 Teachers' Day is celebrated across the country in memory of former 
President Dr S Radhakrishnan, a philosopher-author and India's second 
President who was born on September 5, 1888. His contribution to the 
field of education is exemplary.  
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 Dr Radhakrishnan was a popular teacher among his students during his 
teaching career. In his later period of life, he served as a vice chancellor 
of Andhra University and Banaras Hindu University. 

 When Dr Radhakrishan took the office of the second president of India 
in 1962, his students sought his permission to celebrate September 5 as 
a special day. Dr Radhakrishnan instead made a request to observe 
September 5 as Teachers’ Day to recognise the contribution of teachers 
to society. He said, "Instead of celebrating my birthday, it would be my 
proud privilege if September 5 is observed as Teacher's Day." Since 
then, his birthday is celebrated as Teacher's Day. 

 The tradition to celebrate Teachers' Day began in 1962 to honour the 
former president and all the teachers across the country. 

 Dr Radhakrishnan was posthumously awarded the Bharat Ratna, the 
nation's highest civilian honour. 

 
Health 
12-year-old dead as Nipah reappears in Kozhikode 
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 After a gap of over three years, a case of the zoonotic Nipah virus 

infection was reported in Kozhikode district of Kerala on Sunday 
morning, with the death of a 12-year-old boy from Pazhoor, near 
Chathamangalam, at a private hospital. 

 The virus is transmitted to people from animals and can also be passed 
on through contaminated food or directly from person-to-person.  

 Fruit bats are considered to be a natural reservoir of the virus.  
 Symptoms include acute encephalitis and respiratory illnesses. 
 Treatment: There are currently no drugs or vaccines specific for Nipah 

virus infection although WHO has identified Nipah as a priority disease 
for the WHO Research and Development Blueprint.  Intensive 
supportive care is recommended to treat severe respiratory and 
neurologic complications. 

 
Polity 
Less representation of women at the top 

 Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana lamented that “very few women 
find representation at the top” and admitted that even a “mere” 11% 
representation of women on the Bench of the Supreme Court was 
achieved with “great difficulty”. 

 Ideally, women should have got at least 50% representation at all levels 
after 75 years of Independence. 

 The CJI’s remarks come within days of the Supreme Court Collegium led 
by him scripting history by successfully recommending three women 
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judges to the court in one go. The court has four women judges now, the 
highest ever. 

 A majority of women lawyers suffered within the profession and 
continued to face significant challenges even after they reached the top.  

 Women lacked basic amenities in court complexes. “Women do not have 
restrooms in lower courts… It is difficult for them to wait for long hours 
in the court corridors,” the CJI pointed out. 

 The CJI refused to accept sole credit for the recent appointment of nine 
judges to the Supreme Court in one shot. The Collegium, led by the CJI, 
had followed this feat by recommending a whopping 68 judges to 12 
High Courts, again in one go.  
Other Severe challenges faced by judiciary 

 Deficient infrastructure, shortage of administrative staff and judicial 
vacancies. Most court buildings dated back to the colonial times and 
were ill-suited for modern needs, he highlighted. 

 Chief Justice Ramana also referred to the digital divide between lawyers. 
A whole generation of lawyers, unable to adapt to modern technology 
suddenly being thrust upon them by the pandemic, have been left 
behind. The digital divide had also affected rural lawyers who did not 
have access to the Internet, he added. 

 The CJI stated that he had prepared a voluminous report in this regard 
by collecting information from every nook and corner of the country, 
and would present it before the Law Minister in a week. 

 
Environment and Ecology 
'28% of 138,000 assessed species face extinction' 

 Some 28% of the 1,38,374 species assessed by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) for its survival watchlist are now 
at high risk of vanishing forever, the global conservation body said. 

 Habitat loss, overexploitation and illegal trade have hammered global 
wildlife populations for decades, and climate change is now kicking in as 
a direct threat as well. 

 Some 37% of the 1,200 shark and ray species assessed by experts are 
directly threatened by extinction, a third more than only seven years 
ago. 

 The conservation status of the group as a whole continues to 
deteriorate. 
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 The IUCN also officially launched its “green status” - the first global 
standard for assessing species recovery and measuring conservation 
impacts. 

 It makes the invisible work of conservation visible 
Komodo dragons 

 
 Trapped on island habitats made smaller by rising seas, Indonesia’s 

fearsome Komodo dragons were listed as “endangered”.  
 The species “is increasingly threatened by the impacts of climate 

change” said the IUCN, with rising sea levels expected to shrink its tiny 
habitat by at least 30% over the next 45 years. 
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S&T 
INSPIRESat-1 primed for launch, says Indian Institute of Space Science 
and Technology 

 
 INSPIRESat-1 CubeSat, developed under the International Satellite 

Program in Research and Education (INSPIRE), is ready for launch, 
the Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST) has said. 

 The small satellite that weighs less than 10 kg will be launched aboard 
an upcoming Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) mission of the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO). 

 The satellite, which will be placed in a low earth orbit, is equipped with 
a Compact Ionosphere Probe for studying the earth's ionosphere. A 
constellation of earth and space-weather observation satellites is 
envisaged under the INSPIRE programme. 
IIST role 

 IIST students were responsible for the design and development of the 
onboard computer and the electrical power supply for INSPIRESat-1. 

 It gave the IIST students hands-on experience in the areas of design, 
development and also miniaturisation since these are small satellites. 
The students also gained valuable experience from the global 
collaboration. 
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History 
Rajasthan: Footprints of 3 dinosaur species found in Thar desert 

 
 Footprints of three species of dinosaurs have been found in the Thar 

desert in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer district, proving the presence of the giant 
reptiles in the western part of the State, which formed the seashore to 
the Tethys Ocean during the Mesozoic era. 

 The footprints, made in the sediment or silt of the seashore, later 
become permanently stone-like. They belong to three species of 
dinosaurs —  

o Eubrontes cf. giganteus,  
o Eubrontes glenrosensis and  
o Grallator tenuis.  

 While the giganteus and glenrosensis species have 35 cm footprints, the 
footprint of the third species was found to be 5.5 cm. 

 The footprints were 200 million years old. They were found near 
Jaisalmer’s Thaiat village. 

 The dinosaur species are considered to be of the theropod type, with the 
distinguishing features of hollow bones and feet with three digits. All 
the three species, belonging to the early Jurassic period, were 
carnivorous. 

 Eubrontes could have been 12 to 15 metres long and weighed between 
500 kg and 700 kg, while the height of the Grallator is estimated to have 
been two metres, as much as a human, with a length of up to three 
metres. 

 Careful geological observations enabled the scientists to interpret 
ancient environments in which the rocks of the footprints, which were 
once soft sediments, were deposited.  
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 Geochemical analyses and calculation of weathering indices showed 
that the hinterland climate was seasonal to semi-arid during the 
deposition of the footprints. 

 

State news 
Bommai launches 'Mukhyamantri Raitha Vidya Nidhi' to benefit 17 lac 
students 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai formally launched the "Mukhyamantri 
Raitha Vidya Nidhi" announced by him on the day he assumed office for 
granting scholarships to benefit 17 lac students through the Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme. 

 The Chief Minister said the time has come to ensure that farmers 
receive remunerative prices for their work and pointed out that the 
State Government would give priority for post-harvest management 
under the comprehensive agricultural policy. 

 
Lay emphasis on harvest management: CM Bommai 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that thrust would be 
given to post-harvest management under the Comprehensive 
Agriculture Policy (CAP).  

 The chief minister, who launched the ambitious CM Raitha Nidhi 
Scholarship programme, said efforts will be made to get better prices 
for the crops grown by the farmer through scientific storage of 
agricultural produce, transportation, marketing facilities and other 
amenities. 

 Bommai said agriculture universities must successfully grow the plant 
variety, which are researched in the agriculture fields. Universities must 
come out of their premises to the fields, he opined. 

 Appreciating Prime Minister Narendra Modi's determination to double 
the income of farmers, he said that though it is a challenge the Prime 
Minister has accepted the challenge and has charted out a plan. 

 He also said that the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Scheme was 
implemented to provide security to farmers' lives. 

 The State government too added Rs 4,000 additional assistance under 
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Scheme when B S Yediyurappa took 
charge as CM.  
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07/09/2021 
S&T 
Chandigarh gets its pollen calendar that will help identify 
allergy triggers 

 Chandigarh now has its first pollen calendar which can identify 
potential allergy triggers and provide a clear understanding for 
clinicians as well as allergy sufferers about their causes to help limit 
their exposure during high pollen loads. 

 About 20-30 per cent of India''s population suffer from allergic 
rhinitis/hay fever and approximately 15 percent develop asthma. 

 Pollen is considered a major outdoor airborne allergen responsible for 
allergic rhinitis, asthma and atopic dermatitis in humans.  

 Pollen calendars represent the time dynamics of airborne pollen taxa in 
graphical form in a particular geographical area. 

 They yield readily accessible visual details about various airborne 
pollen taxa present throughout the year, with their seasonality in a 
single picture.  

 Pollen calendars are location-specific with concentrations closely 
related to locally distributed flora. 

 The Department of Community Medicine and School of Public Health, 
PGIMER, Chandigarh, examined the seasonal periodicities of airborne 
pollen spectrum and developed the first pollen calendar for Chandigarh 
city. 

 "This will help prepare early advisories and disseminate them through 
media channels to the citizens so that they can use protective gear 
during the period when the concentration of allergic pollen will be high.  

 

International Relations  
‘AUSINDEX’ –  BILATERAL EXERCISE 

 Indian Navy Task Group comprising IN Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt, 
under the Command of Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet, Rear 
Admiral Tarun Sobti, VSM is participating in the 4th edition of 
AUSINDEX from 06 to 10 Sep 21.  

 Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Anzac Class Frigate, HMAS Warramunga 
which participated in Exercise MALABAR along with the IN units is also 
part of the exercise.  
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 This edition of AUSINDEX includes complex surface, sub-surface and air 
operations between ships, submarines, helicopters and Long Range 
Maritime Patrol Aircraft of the participating Navies. 

 Commenced in 2015 as a bilateral IN-RAN maritime exercise, AUSINDEX 
has grown in complexity over the years and the 3rd edition of the 
exercise, held in 2019 in the Bay of Bengal, included anti-submarine 
drills for the first time. 

 

Polity and Governance  
'Right to sit': Tamil Nadu tables Bill mandating establishments 
to provide seating for employees 

 The Tamil Nadu government tabled a bill in the assembly, which makes 
it mandatory for business establishments to provide seating 
arrangements for their employees, who stand for long hours. 

 The bill is subject to assent from the governor, and once it is an act, 
Tamil Nadu would be the second state after Kerala to legalise the ‘right 
to sit’ at the workplace. 
Intention behind the bill 

 Persons employed in shops and establishments in the state are made to 
stand throughout their duty time, resulting in varied health issues.  

 Considering the plight of the employees, who are on their toes 
throughout their duty time, it is necessary to provide seating facilities to 
all the employees of the shops and establishments. 

 Details 
 The government amended the Tamil Nadu Shops and Establishments 

Act, 1947 to be called the Tamil Nadu Shops and Establishments 
(Amendment) Act, 2021. 

 Inserting a sub-section to the legislation, it reads “The premises of every 
establishment shall have suitable seating arrangements for all 
employees so that they may take advantage of any opportunity to sit 
which may occur in the course of their work and thereby avoid ‘on their 
toes’ situation throughout the working hours.” 

 This has come as a huge relief to employees and salespeople working in 
shops and showrooms across the state – some of whom work in 
undesirable working conditions.  

 Experts say that this is in the right direction for the health and dignity of 
workers. “To treat all employees with dignity and provide them with 
basic facilities is the most basic duty of any employer. 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 
 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

 Providing seating facilities for the employees will pave the way for 
efficient working of the employees, as they will not be exhausted and 
have the energy to attend to their customers. 
Challenge 

 However, the bill does not detail the implementation and if shop owners 
would be penalised for not providing seating arrangements. HT 
contacted labour commissioner Atul Anand for clarification but he did 
not respond to calls and messages. 
Note 

 Workers of textile showrooms in Kerala had protested for their right to 
sit during work, and in 2018, the neighbouring state amended the 
Kerala Shops and Establishments Act allowing the same. 

 

Agriculture 
National database created with records of 5.5 cr. farmers 

 The Centre has created a National Farmers’ Database with records of 5.5 
crore farmers, which it hopes to increase to 8 crore farmers by 
December by linking it to State land record databases, according to 
Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar. 

 Farmers’ databases are key to advances in digital agriculture. 
Agriculture has to be linked with digital technology, scientific research 
and knowledge. 

 The national database was created by taking data from existing national 
schemes such as PM-KISAN, soil health cards and the insurance scheme 
PM Fasal Bima Yojna. So far, 5.5 crore farmers have been identified in 
this manner. 

 The Agriculture Minister urged States to create their own databases 
using the national database’s federated structure and also allow 
linkages to the land records maintained by the States.  

 With the help of State governments, a total of eight crore farmers would 
be included by the end of the year, he said. He also urged them to study 
the Karnataka model for digital agriculture presented at the conference. 

 In July, 2021, Mr. Tomar had told the Lok Sabha that the database could 
be used “for targeted service delivery with higher efficiency and in a 
focussed & time bound manner” and that it was the core for the 
proposed Agristack digital agriculture ecosystem.  

 Already, companies like Microsoft, Amazon and Patanjali have been 
asked to develop technology solutions for farmers using data from the 
database.  
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 Activists have raised some privacy and consent concerns about using 
farmers’ data in such a way. 

 

Economy 
NAMASYA Mobile App 

 
 National Aluminium Company Ltd (NALCO), a Navratna CPSE under the 

Ministry of Mines, has been playing a key role in empowering the Micro 
and Small Enterprises (MSEs) through providing a modern & innovative 
platform ‘NALCO Micro And Small enterprise Yogayog Application’ 
(NAMASYA), a bi-lingual App developed exclusively for the benefit of 
the Company’s MSE Vendors. 

 NALCO's efforts at reaching out to the MSE community and 
development of the ecosystem within the mining and mineral sector of 
the country are complimented. 

 The NAMASYA App provides a platform to highlight the Company's 
efforts towards development of MSEs.  

 The App empowers MSEs with required information about vendor 
registration process, items which can be supplied by them with 
technical specification, vendor development and training programmes 
of NALCO, a Navratna CPSE under the Ministry of Mines. 
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Governance 
Account Aggregators: new framework to access, share financial 
data 

 
 On September 2 eight of India’s major banks — State Bank of India, 

ICICI Bank, Axis Bank, IDFC First Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, HDFC 
Bank, IndusInd Bank and Federal Bank — joined the Account 
Aggregator (AA) network that will enable customers to easily access 
and share their financial data.  

 The framework, which has been under discussion since 2016 and in the 
testing phase for some time, will now be open to all customers. 
What is an Account Aggregator? 

 An Account Aggregator is a non-banking financial company engaged in 
the business of providing, under a contract, the service of retrieving or 
collecting financial information pertaining to its customer.  

 It is also engaged in consolidating, organising and presenting such 
information to the customer or any other financial information user as 
may be specified by the bank. 

 The licence for AAs is issued by the RBI, and the financial sector will 
have many AAs. 

 The AA framework allows customers to avail various financial services 
from a host of providers on a single portal based on a consent method, 
under which the consumers can choose what financial data to share and 
with which entity. 
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What does an Account Aggregator do? 
 It reduces the need for individuals to wait in long bank queues, use 

Internet banking portals, share their passwords, or seek out physical 
notarisation to access and share their financial documents.  

 An Account Aggregator is a financial utility for secure flow of data 
controlled by the individual. 

 Account Aggregators will allow banks to access consented data flows 
and verified data.  

 This will help banks reduce transaction costs, which will enable us to 
offer lower ticket size loans and more tailored products and services to 
our customers. It will also help us reduce frauds and comply with 
upcoming privacy laws. 

 

International Relations  
Taliban claim complete control of Afghanistan's Panjshir 
province 

 The Taliban claimed victory over opposition forces in the Panjshir valley 
northeast of Kabul, completing their takeover of the country following 
the stunning capture of Kabul last month and the chaotic withdrawal of 
foreign troops. 
Background 

 Panjshir was the last pocket of armed resistance against the Taliban. It 
has a history of being difficult for enemies to take. The rugged mountain 
valley is still littered with the wreckage of tanks destroyed during the 
long war against the Soviet Union in the 1980s. 

 The Panjshir fighting has been the most prominent example of 
resistance to the Taliban. 
Details  

 Panjshir province completely fell to the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 
the Islamist militant group's spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, said in a 
tweet, adding that some enemy fighters had been killed in battle and 
others had fled. 

 The Taliban assured the people of Panjshir, who are ethnically distinct 
from the Pashtun-dominated Taliban and fought against the Islamists 
during their 1996-2001 rule, that there would be no "discriminatory act 
against them". 
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Space 
Inspiration4, SpaceX’s first all-civilian space mission 

 Entrepreneur Elon Musk’s SpaceX announced that ‘Inspiration4’, its first 
all-civilian, non-governmental spaceflight, is on track for launch on 
September 15, 2021. 

 The Crew Dragon spacecraft is set to be launched from NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Centre in Florida in the US. It will take a group of four private 
citizens into space for three days. 
What is Inspiration4? 

 The mission involves circling the Earth for three days, and then 
splashing down into the Atlantic Ocean. 

 Inspiration4 will orbit the Earth at 575km, higher than the International 
Space Station (408km) and the Hubble space telescope (547km). This 
will be the farthest distance travelled by a crewed mission since 2009, 
when astronauts last went to repair the Hubble. 
Why is the journey significant? 

 The journey will present an opportunity for collecting large amounts of 
health data that will aid in planning future crewed space missions. 

 As per the report, they will collect data on ECG (electrocardiograph) 
activity, movement, sleep, heart rate and rhythm, blood oxygen 
saturation, cabin noise and light intensity, which will help in assessing 
behavioural and cognitive changes over the journey. 

 The travellers will undergo balance and prescription tests just before 
and after their journey to assess their response to the change in gravity.  

 Immune system function will also be monitored by collecting blood. 
Their organ systems will also be monitored by an AI-powered 
ultrasound device. 

 Along with the recent space journeys by billionaires Jeff Bezos and 
Richard Branson, Inspiration4 is seen as part of an effort to open up 
space travel to non-professionals. 
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S&T 
Satellite Phone 

 Since earlier this week, the Internet has been abuzz with news that the 
next-generation iPhone could have satellite connectivity, thus enabling 
it to make calls without a cellular network.  

 It all started when top Apple analyst Ming-Chi Kuo said the iPhone 13 
will support low-orbit satellite communication.  

 The Bloomberg report said the ‘iPhone 13’ will come with satellite 
communication capabilities, but limited to emergency calls and texts 
when the phone signal is not available.  

 In theory, this would mean that those with the new iPhone would be 
able to send messages and make calls using satellite networks.  
What does Low Earth Orbit (LEO) mean? 

 Low earth orbit (LEO) satellites operate 311 miles (roughly 500 
kilometers) above the Earth’s surface. There are hundreds of satellites 
that move around at this height.  

 Because they are closer to the earth’s surface, unlike traditional 
satellites that are stationed higher at roughly 36,000 km, the time 
needed for data to be sent and returned is shorter.  
What is a satellite phone? 

 A satellite phone, or sat phone as it is commonly called, works by 
connecting to a telecommunications satellite in space.  

 What makes a satellite phone different from current smartphones is 
that they are capable of receiving and making calls anywhere in the 
world, even in the remotest parts be it the Himalayas or an uninhabited 
island in the Pacific.  

 Instead of depending on a GSM network, they are tied to a satellite 
company.  
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State news 
CM Bommai meets FM; seeks wider implementation of 
NABARD, SIDBI schemes in Karnataka 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai called on Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and requested for wider implementation 
of schemes like 'one district, one product' operated by agencies 
NABARD and SIDBI. 

 Emerging from the meeting, Bommai said, "I have requested the FM to 
ensure NABARD and SIDBI implement the schemes like 'one district, 
one product' and microfinance in a big way in our state." 

 Sitharaman assured him that she will direct NABARD and SIDBI officials 
on the matter and promised to visit the state after the concerned 
schemes were implemented fully in Karnataka.  

 These schemes are important for skill development and creating 
employment opportunities for scheduled caste and scheduled tribes 
people and self-help groups, among others. 
'One District, One Product' 

 The ODOFP programme covers products of agriculture and allied 
sectors for 728 districts of the country. 

 The products have been identified from agricultural, horticultural, 
animal, poultry, milk, fisheries, aquaculture, marine sectors across the 
country. 

 These identified products will be supported under the PM-FME scheme 
of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, which provides incentives 
to promoters and micro-enterprises 

 This scheme is being implemented for a period of five years from 2020-
21 to 2024-25. 
Objectives 

 The ODOP scheme aims to identify one product per district based on the 
potential and strength of a district and national priorities. 

 A cluster for that product will be developed in the district and market 
linkage will be provided for that. 

 It is operationally merged with the ‘Districts as Export Hub’ initiative 
implemented by the Director-General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), 
Department of Commerce. 
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08/09/2021 
Education 
Survey details 'catastrophic' impact of school closures across 
India 

 The School Children’s Online and Offline Learning (SCHOOL) survey was 
conducted by researchers, who worked in coordination with eminent 
economist Jean Dreze, the ‘Emergency Report on School Education’. 
Key Findings 

 The prolonged closure of primary and upper primary schools during the 
pandemic months has led to “catastrophic consequences” for school 
students, particularly in rural India, says an emergency report. 

o It says that only 8% of school students in rural India have been 
able to access online education, while at least 37% have stopped 
studying altogether. 

o The SCHOOL survey makes it clear that the reach of online 
education is very limited: the proportion of school children who 
were studying online “regularly” was just 24% and 8% in urban 
and rural areas respectively.  

o One reason for this is that many sample households (about half in 
rural areas) have no smartphone. 

o According to the findings, access to online education among 
students in those houses with smartphones is also handicapped 
by the fact that the smartphones are mainly used by the working 
adults who are not always able to share the gadgets with the 
school going children at home. 

 The survey also found that the Dalit and Adivasi children were at a 
greater disadvantage as a mere 5% of the children from these groups 
had access to online classes. 

 In addition to education, the closure most importantly affected the level 
of nutrition among the children in rural schools where the mid day 
meals have been stopped. 

 Midday meals have been discontinued in all the sample States with the 
closure of schools.  
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Governance 
More delays on Data Protection Bill as panel reopens debate 

 The Joint Parliamentary Committee on the contentious Personal Data 
Protection Bill, 2019 has called a meeting on September 15 and 16 to 
finalise its long-pending report.  

 The panel finalised the draft report last year but it wasn’t circulated to 
any of the members.  

 The agenda papers circulated ahead of the latest meeting brings the 
panel back to square one- instead of the finalised report, it reopens the 
consultations. 

 He has proposed a few additional changes, including expanding the 
scope of the Data Protection Authority to cover personal as well as non-
personal data that could lead the already contentious law into more 
muddy waters.  

 While the Bill seeks to set up a body for governance of personal data, the 
government, in September 2019, set up a new committee to recommend 
a framework to regulate non-personal data. 
Why the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 matters 

 The Bill seeks to regulate the use of individual data by the government 
and private companies and a Data Protection Authority has been 
envisaged for ensuring the compliance of the law. 

 The proposed Act states that among other things, the authority will take 
“prompt and appropriate action in response to personal data breach in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act”. 

 The committee has recommended that the word “personal” be omitted 
“to enlarge the ambit of the authority to look into data breach”. 

 Similarly, it has recommended the removal of “personal” from another 
clause, wherein the authority needs to specify codes of practice for 
appropriate action to be taken by the data processor in response to a 
data breach. 
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Economy 
Govt. mulls allowing SEZ occupants to sell locally; sales not to 
be treated as imports 

 The government is considering a proposal to allow producers in Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) to sell their output to the domestic market 
without treating them as imports.  

 It is also reviewing the exclusion of export-oriented units (EOUs) and 
SEZs from the recently notified tax refund scheme for exports. 

 The Government has also assured the top brass of the Export Promotion 
Council for EOUs and SEZs (EPCES) of a resolution of the massive 
container shortages afflicting exports. 

 At the moment, thousands of containers are held up at SEZs for 
shipments. That is a big issue. adding that freight rates and input costs 
had gone up, but SEZ and EOU units had not been given any benefits 
under the Remission of Taxes and Duties on Export Products (RoDTEP) 
scheme. 

 Stressing that SEZs are governed by an Act of Parliament, not a scheme, 
and most benefits that were offered to units in these zones had expired, 
including the erstwhile export incentive schemes for merchandise and 
services (MEIS and SEIS), the EPCES has urged the government to bring 
them under the RoDTEP as well. 
Remission of Taxes and Duties on Export Products (RoDTEP) scheme 

 It is formed to replace the existing MEIS (Merchandise Exports from 
India Scheme).  

 The scheme will ensure that the exporters receive the refunds on the 
embedded taxes and duties previously non-recoverable.  

 The scheme was brought about with the intention to boost exports 
which were relatively poor in volume previously. 

 
International Relations  
13th BRICS Summit 

 As part of India’s ongoing Chairship of BRICS in 2021, Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi will chair the 13th BRICS Summit on 9 September 
2021 in virtual format. 

 The theme for the Summit is ‘BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS cooperation for 
continuity, consolidation and consensus’.  

 India had outlined four priority areas for its Chairship. These are 
Reform of the Multilateral System, Counter Terrorism, Using Digital and 
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Technological Tools for achieving SDGs and Enhancing People to People 
exchanges.  

 In addition to these areas, the leaders will also exchange views on the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and other current global and regional 
issues. 

 This is the second time Prime Minister Modi will be chairing the BRICS 
Summit. Earlier he had chaired the Goa Summit in 2016.  
BRICS 

RICS is 
the acronym coined to associate five major emerging economies: Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and South Africa.  

 The BRICS members are known for their significant influence on 
regional affairs. Since 2009, the governments of the BRICS states have 
met annually at formal summits. 

 Together, BRICS accounts for about 40% of the world’s population and 
about 30% of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product), making it a critical 
economic engine. 

 It’s an emerging investment market and global power bloc. 
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Economy 
Road Map for Coal based Hydrogen Production 

 Ministry of Coal Constitutes Task Force and Expert Committee to 
Prepare Road Map for Coal based Hydrogen Production. 

 On India’s 75 th Independence Day, the Prime Minister announced a 
Hydrogen Mission. Coal is one of the important sources of hydrogen 
making (Brown Hydrogen) apart from Natural Gas (Grey hydrogen) and 
renewable energy (Green Hydrogen) through electrolysis.  

 In the case of renewable energy (Green Hydrogen) surplus solar power 
is used to electrolyze water into hydrogen and oxygen.  

 The global emphasis is on substituting liquid fuels with hydrogen (as 
fuel in vehicles), storage of surplus renewable power as hydrogen (as 
power cannot be stored at a cost effective price), and cutting down 
emission. 

 Coal is one of the important sources of hydrogen making (Brown 
Hydrogen). 

 However, Coal has not been encouraged elsewhere because of the fear 
that while extracting hydrogen via coal (from the moisture embedded in 
coal) there may be carbon emission.  

 Almost 100% of Hydrogen produced in India is through Natural Gas. 
 In light of the above, the Ministry of Coal has constituted 2 Committees 

today,  
o One to oversee the program is a Task Force constituted under the 

Chairmanship of Shri Vinod Kumar Tiwari, Additional Secretary 
Coal and  

o Another of experts to give guidance to the Ministry is the Expert 
Committee under the chairmanship of Shri R.K. Malhotra, Director 
General (FIPI). 

 This is aimed at contributing to the PM's agenda of a hydrogen-based 
economy in a clean manner. 
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Culture 
‘Bujurgon ki Baat-Desh Ke Saath’ 

 Culture Minister G Kishan Reddy launched a program Bujurgon ki Baat-
Desh Ke Saath in New Delhi. 

 The programme aims at enhancing the interaction between the youth 
and the elder persons who are 95 years and above and have spent 
around 18 years in India before independence. 

 The video of the interaction should preferably be kept below 60 seconds 
and can be uploaded at www.rashtragaan.in. 

 This is a unique programme where the Country’s youth will spend time 
and interact with the older generation. 

 They will then upload these videos and the Ministry of culture will 
integrate them. 

 

Economy 
21.02 lakh unorganised workers registered so far 

 Since its launch on August 26, the government’s e-Shram portal 
registered 21 lakh unorganised sector workers as of Tuesday, according 
to data on the Labour and Employment Ministry’s portal. 
What is the e-Shram portal? 

 The government aims to register 38 crore unorganised workers, such as 
construction labourers, migrant workforce, street vendors and domestic 
workers, among others. The workers will be issued an e-Shram card 
containing a 12 digit unique number, which, going ahead, will help in 
including them in social security schemes, officials said. 

 How will the registration for workers happen on the portal? 
 The registration of workers on the portal will be coordinated by the 

Labour Ministry, state governments, trade unions and CSCs, officials 
said. Awareness campaigns would be planned across the country to 
enable nationwide registration of workers. 

 Following the launch of the portal, workers from the unorganised sector 
can begin their registration from the same day. A national toll free 
number — 14434 — will also be launched to assist and address the 
queries of workers seeking registration on the portal. 

 A worker can register on the portal using his/her Aadhaar card number 
and bank account details, apart from filling other necessary details like 
date of birth, home town, mobile number and social category. 

 

http://www.rashtragaan.in/
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Culture 
Ashramwasis impacted by Gandhi Ashram revamp 

 In October 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s proposal for a larger 
Sabarmati Ashram complex had caused much anxiety among its 
Trustees and residents, with the ashramwasis — third or fourth 
generation of ashram residents — sitting on protests fearing eviction.  

 Over 250 families residing in the Gandhi Ashram in Ahmedabad will 
have to be relocated as part of the redevelopment plan of the area. 
Who are the ashramwasis? 

 Descendants of the people who were brought into the Harijan Ashram 
that Mahatma Gandhi established on the bank of the Sabarmati river in 
1917, to do various tasks and help run the ashram, and those who 
continued to stay on the premises, now controlled by one or the other 
trust, call themselves ashramwasis.  

 They comprise all communities as Gandhi believed in ‘sarva dharma 
sambhav’.  

 Current residents include OBCs, Dalits, a few Muslims and some 
Brahmins. 

 There are some 263 such families on the premises who are tenants of 
the respective trusts on whose land they reside and will have to be 
relocated in order to proceed with the Gandhi Ashram redevelopment 
plan as envisaged by the planners, which include the Government of 
Gujarat,  
The original ashram 

 
 On his return from South Africa, Gandhi established the first ashram at 

Kochrab in 1915 which he shifted after the plague to a piece of open 
land on the banks of the river Sabarmati in 1917 for experiments in 
farming, animal husbandry, cow breeding, Khadi and related activities. 
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 Originally called Harijan Ashram, spread over 120 acres, the ashram 
was split into six trusts later. 

 
 

Economy 
Odisha’s Manda buffalo 19th buffalo breed to be recognised by 
NBAGR 

 
 The National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources has recognised the 

Manda buffalo found in Odisha’s Koraput district and characterised by 
its flat forehead with short muzzle and broad semi circular horns has 
become the 19th buffalo breed in India. 

 A detailed survey was conducted by the Animal Resources Development 
Department of Odisha in collaboration with Odisha University of 
Agriculture and Technology in 2019. 
Characteristics of the Manda buffalo 

 Manda are small, sturdy buffaloes, and both male and females are used 
for ploughing and in agricultural operations in Koraput, Malkangiri and 
Nabarangpur districts. 

 These buffaloes have ash grey and grey-coloured coats with copper-
colored hair. Their lower legs are light in colour with copper-coloured 
hair at the knee. Some animals are silver-white in colour.  

 These animals are resistant to parasitic infection and less prone to 
diseases,s and can live, produce and reproduce in a low/nil input 
system.  

 These buffaloes mature at around three years and drop the first calf at 
around four years.  

 Every 1.5 to 2 years they give birth to a calf for the whole life of around 
20 years. 
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 There are around 100,000 Manda buffaloes in the Eastern Ghats. 
Way forward 

 After the recognition, the state and Centre will make efforts to conserve 
this unique buffalo genetic resource of Odisha and enhance their 
productivity through breeding strategy.  

 The governments will help in marketing the produce- milk, curd and 
ghee- at a premium price resulting in the improvement of the livelihood 
of the stakeholders. 

 
El Salvador adopts bitcoin as legal tender 

 El Salvador became the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as 
legal tender. 

 It got off to a bumpy start, as the government took its bitcoin e-wallet 
offline for several hours after tens of thousands of people tried to 
download the app, overloading servers. 

 Bitcoin’s adoption will be closely monitored by crypto advocates, global 
financial institutions and governments around the world. 

 “It’s a pretty monumental step in the evolution of bitcoin,” said Garrick 
Hileman, head of research at Blockchain.com, one of the world’s largest 
cryptocurrency transactions firms. 

 The crypto asset has proven to be much more volatile than traditional 
currencies, as it lacks economic fundamentals to support its value and 
trades entirely on sentiment. 

 

State news 
It cannot be business as usual once schools reopen: Report 

 With lower primary schools closed from March 2020 due to the 
pandemic, various studies and surveys, including the ASER report 
published, have highlighted learning loss among students. 

 The government and school managements are under pressure from a 
section of stakeholders to resume physical classes for lower primary 
students. 

 But a paper published by the Azim Premji Foundation has stated that it 
could not be ‘business as usual’ once schools reopen. 

 There is a need for changes in the curriculum with a reduction in 
curricular load, stated the report titled, Open Schools, Focus on 
Recovering Lost Learning: Clear Voice of Teachers. 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 
 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

 Around 56% of teachers surveyed felt initial teaching-learning should 
focus only on recovery of learning loss, while 57% of them felt changes 
in teaching-learning processes would be needed. 

 The study took into account the impact of school closure on the learning 
levels of children and also sought the opinion of teachers on what needs 
to be done once schools reopen.  

 According to the survey, 96% of teachers said that once schools reopen 
there is a need to assess children on abilities from the previous years 
(2019–20 and 2020–21), rather than just focus on abilities of the 
current academic year (2021–22). 

 One of the recommendations the authors have made is that once schools 
reopen, there needs to be “changes in the curriculum, with a reduction 
in curricular load to align with foundational abilities, along with a 
conscious, meticulously planned focus on foundational literacy and 
numeracy”. 
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09/09/2021 
International Relations  
India-Australia 2+2 dialogue 

 India and Australia will hold the inaugural ‘2+2’ Ministerial meeting 
here during the upcoming visit of Foreign Minister Marise Payne and 
Minister of Defence Peter Dutton of Australia.  
Details 

 These inaugural 2+2 discussions are a cornerstone of the Australia-
India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, which is founded on a 
shared commitment to a secure, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific 
region. 

 A statement from the Minister said the bilateral relationship is at a 
“historic high” and the discussion between Ms. Payne and her Indian 
counterpart Dr. S. Jaishankar will cover economic issues, cyber security, 
climate change, critical technology and supply chains. 

 The discussion in Delhi is also likely to include a bilateral free trade 
agreement. India and Australia have been in negotiation over a possible 
free trade deal, which has so far not yielded a positive result. 

 India and Australia have increased interoperability in the maritime 
domain in recent months. Both sides have signed a 'Joint Guidance for 
Navy to Navy Relationship Document'.  

 Close cooperation in regional and multilateral fora like Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS), Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS), 
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and ASEAN are some of the 
highlights of the document.  

 The document is aligned to the '2020 Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership' agreed by the Prime Ministers of India and Australia. 
Expanding bilateral defence relations, India and Australia signed a 
Mutual Logistics Support Agreement. Australia has also deployed a 
Liaison Officer at the Indian Navy's Information Fusion Centre for 
Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) as part of joint maritime efforts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 
 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

International Relations  
Afghanistan crisis | Russian security chief discusses joint 
coordination with Doval 

 India and Russia conducted their first “detailed and extensive review” of 
the situation in Afghanistan.  

 They agreed to coordinate their positions at the United Nations as a 
delegation led by Russia’s Security Council Secretary General Nikolai 
Patrushev met National Security Advisor Ajit Doval in Delhi. 

 The two sides stressed on areas of ‘convergence’, including the need to 
hold the Taliban to their promises thus far, the threat of terrorism from 
international terror groups inside Afghanistan, flow of weapons, 
radicalisation and increase in opium production and drug trafficking 
under the new Taliban regime. 
Humanitarian and migration problems 

 The Russian-Indian joint effort is also aimed at creating conditions for 
launching a peaceful settlement process on the basis of an intra-Afghan 
dialogue, adding that the two sides “agreed to coordinate the 
approaches of Russia and India in multilateral formats on the Afghan 
settlement. 

 Also the issue of Pakistan’s links with Taliban, international terror 
groups, and the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammad, believed to be 
operating in Afghanistan as well, in the talks with the Russian 
delegation. 

 The Indian delegation also raised the special responsibility that Pakistan 
bears to ensure that Afghanistan soil is not used to spread terrorism.  
India’s independent posture 

 The Modi government has thus far maintained an independent posture 
from both the U.S. and Russian stands on the Taliban regime, deciding to 
close down its embassy in Kabul unlike Russia, China and other 
countries that kept their missions open, or like the U.S. and European 
countries who moved their mission bases to Doha. 

 India also only publicly acknowledged talks last week with Taliban 
leader Mohammad Stanekzai, who has now been named Deputy Foreign 
Minister of the new regime, though the U.S. and Russia have both 
engaged the Taliban for some years.  
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Intensive regional discussions 
 Soon Prime Minister Narendra Modi will host Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and leaders of China, Brazil and South Africa for the 
BRICS summit in a virtual format, where Afghanistan is expected to be 
discussed as well, and Mr. Doval is expected to make a presentation. 

 Also there will be more intensive regional discussions at the SCO 
summit, which will include PM Modi, President Putin, Chinese President 
Xi, Pakistan PM Imran Khan and leaders of Central Asian countries, with 
an Afghan contact group meeting on the side-lines. Afghanistan is an 
observer state, and it remains to be seen how it would be represented. 

 

Economy  
Amid protests, Centre hikes minimum support price for rabi 
crops 

 The Centre has increased the minimum support price (MSP) for wheat 
for the upcoming rabi season to ₹2,015 per quintal, a 2% hike from the 
₹1,975 per quintal rate of last year. 

 Oilseeds and pulses such as mustard, safflower and masoor dal saw 
higher MSP increases of up to 8% in a bid to encourage crop 
diversification, according to a statement on the decision of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs. 
Minimum support price 

 The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from 
farmers.  

 Currently, rates are fixed for 23 crops, including six crops during the 
upcoming rabi or winter season for which sowing will begin in October. 
Details 

 The government has taken another big decision in the interest of 
farmers by increasing the MSPs of rabi crops. The increased MSPs would 
ensure remunerative prices to farmers and also encourage them for 
sowing operations. 

 It is proof that the government was committed to the MSP system. 
“Some people who are spreading the illusion that MSP will be abolished 
should also learn from this decision. After the passage of the new 
agricultural reform laws, not only have the rates of MSP increased but 
there has also been a continuous increase in the procurement by the 
government. 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 
 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

 Mr. Tomar said the government had decided to fix the MSPs of all kharif 
and rabi crops at least 1.5 times more than their production cost and 
this has helped in enhancing the farmers’ income. 

 The Centre’s decision to procure pulses and oilseeds apart from wheat 
and paddy is also benefiting farmers.  

 The government also said that concerted efforts were made over the 
past few years to realign the MSPs in favour of oilseeds, pulses and 
coarse cereals to encourage farmers to shift to a larger area under these 
crops and adopt best technologies and farm practices to correct the 
demand-supply imbalance. 
Issues 

 Farm unions under the Samyukt Kisan Morcha pointed out that the rate 
of inflation is higher than the MSP hike for most crops, arguing that in 
real terms, the MSP for wheat has actually dropped 4%.  

 The RSS-affiliated farm union Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) pointed out 
that most farmers would not get the benefits as they were still unable to 
sell their crops at the MSP due to a lack of universal procurement. 

 The government does not procure crops from all farmers. We still need 
a law which will guarantee remunerative prices for all. 

 

Economy 
The Government has approved the Production Linked Incentive 
(PLI) Scheme for Textiles. 

 Taking steps forward towards the vision of an ‘Atma Nirbhar Bharat’, 
the Government has approved the PLI Scheme for Textiles for MMF 
Apparel, MMF Fabrics and 10 segments/ products of Technical Textiles 
with a budgetary outlay of Rs. 10,683 crore.  

 PLI for Textiles along with RoSCTL, RoDTEP and other measures of the 
Government in the sector e.g. providing raw material at competitive 
prices, skill development etc will herald a new age in textiles 
manufacturing. 

 The PLI scheme for Textiles is part of the overall announcement of PLI 
Schemes for 13 sectors made earlier during the Union Budget 2021-22.  

 With the announcement of PLI Schemes for 13 sectors, minimum 
production in India is expected to be around Rs. 37.5 lakh crore over 5 
years and minimum expected employment over 5 years is nearly 1 
crore. 

 There are two types of investment possible with different set of 
incentive structures.  
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 Any person, (which includes firm / company) willing to invest minimum 
₹300 Crore in Plant, Machinery, Equipment and Civil Works (excluding 
land and administrative building cost) to produce products of Notified 
lines (MMF Fabrics, Garment) and products of Technical Textiles, shall 
be eligible to apply for participation in first part of the scheme.  

 In the second part any person (which includes firm / company) willing 
to invest a minimum ₹100 Crore shall be eligible to apply for 
participation in this part of the scheme.  

 In addition, priority will be given for investment in Aspirational 
Districts, Tier 3, Tier 4 towns, and rural areas and due to this priority 
Industry will be incentivized to move to backward areas.  

 The Technical Textiles segment is a new age textile, whose application 
in several sectors of economy, including infrastructure, water, health 
and hygiene, defense, security, automobiles, aviation, etc. will improve 
the efficiencies in those sectors of economy.  

 Government has also launched a National Technical Textiles Mission in 
the past for promoting R&D efforts in that sector. PLI will help further in 
attracting investment in this segment. 

 

International Relations  
Recruitment of Indian citizens to work in the Portuguese 
Republic 
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 The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 
approved the signing of an agreement on the recruitment of Indian 
citizens to work in the Portuguese Republic between the Government of 
the Republic of India and the Government of Republic of Portugal 
Details: 

 The present agreement would set an institutional mechanism for 
partnership and cooperation between India and Portugal on sending 
and accepting Indian workers. 

 Under this agreement, a Joint Committee will be set up to follow up the 
implementation of the same. 
Impact: 

 Signing this agreement with Portugal will add a new destination for 
Indian migrant workers in an EU member nation, especially in the 
context of many Indian workers who have returned to India following 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 It will provide new opportunities for skilled Indian workers and 
professionals.  

 With the conclusion of this agreement, Portugal and India will have a 
formal arrangement for recruitment of Indian workers. 
Benefits: 

 Indian workers would have enhanced job opportunities to work in 
Portugal. The Government-to-Government mechanism proposed in the 
agreement will ensure that the movement of workers happens smoothly 
with the maximum support from both sides. 

 
Economy 
Jharkhand assembly clears Bill to reserve 75% of pvt sector jobs for 
locals 

 The Jharkhand Assembly cleared the Jharkhand State Employment of 
Local Candidates in Private Sector Bill, 2021, which reserves 75 percent 
of all existing jobs in the private sector with a monthly salary of up to 
₹40,000 for locals. 

 Once notified, the Act will make Jharkhand the third state in the country, 
after Andhra Pradesh and Haryana, to have passed a law reserving jobs 
for locals in the private sector. 

 Every employer shall register such employees receiving gross monthly 
salary as wages not more than ₹ 40,000 as the limit notified by the 
government from time to time on the designated portal within three 
months of the Act coming into force”, said the Bill,  
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 Adding, “every employer shall fill up 75% of the total existing vacancies 
on the date of notification of this Act and subsequent thereto by local 
candidates with respect to such posts where the gross monthly salary or 
wages are not more than ₹40,000 

 Andhra Pradesh became the first state in 2019 to pass a Bill providing 
for a 75% quota for locals in private industrial jobs. In June this year, 
Haryana passed a similar law, reserving 75% of private sector jobs with 
a monthly salary of less than ₹50,000 for locals. 

 

Education  
PM addresses the inaugural conclave of Shikshak Parv 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed the inaugural conclave of 
Shikshak Parv today and launched a number of initiatives of the 
Ministry of Education.  

 He launched Indian Sign Language Dictionary (audio and text embedded 
sign language video for the hearing impaired, in conformity with 
Universal Design of Learning), Talking Books (audiobooks for the 
visually impaired), School Quality Assurance and Assessment 
Framework of CBSE, NISHTHA teachers' training programme for NIPUN 
Bharat and Vidyanjali portal (for facilitating education volunteers/ 
donors/ CSR contributors for school development).   

 The Prime Minister said 'Vidyanjali 2.0' is like a platform for the 
country's resolve of 'Sabka Prayas' with 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas'. In this society, our private sector has to come forward 
and contribute to increasing the quality of education in government 
schools. 

 The Prime Minister said that for the progress of any country, education 
should not only be inclusive but should also be equitable.  

 He added that National Digital Architecture i.e. N-DEAR is likely to play 
a major role in eradicating inequality in education and its 
modernization. N-DEAR will act as a ‘super-connect’ between various 
academic activities in the same way as UPI interface revolutionized the 
banking sector.  The country is making technology like Talking Books 
and Audiobooks a part of education.  

 School Quality Assessment and Assurance Framework (S.Q.A.A.F), which 
was operationalized, would address the deficiency of the absence of a 
common scientific framework for dimensions like curricula, pedagogy, 
assessment, infrastructure, inclusive practices and governance process. 
SQAAF will help in bridging this inequality. 
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 The theme of Shikshak Parv has been identified keeping in view three of 
the five pillars of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations - Ideas@75, 
Actions@75 and Achievements@75 and looks at the practitioners of 
school education like Teachers, Principals, etc. to share their 
experiences on webinars based on the current year’s theme: “Quality 
and Sustainable Schools: Learnings from Schools in India”. 

 

Education  
'Vidyanjali 2.0' 

 Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addressed the inaugural conclave of 
Shikshak Parv today via video conferencing. 

 The Prime Minister said 'Vidyanjali 2.0' is like a platform for the 
country's resolve of 'Sabka Prayas' with 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas'. In this society, our private sector has to come forward 
and contribute to increasing the quality of education in government 
schools. 

 Vidyanjali 2.0 is an amalgamation of the words Vidya meaning "correct 
knowledge" or "clarity" and Anjali meaning “an offering with both 
hands” in Sanskrit language. 

 It is an initiative taken by the Ministry of Education, Government of 
India with the aim to strengthen Schools through community and 
private sector involvement in schools across the country.  

 This initiative would connect schools with varied volunteers from the 
Indian Diaspora, namely, young professionals, school alumni, in service 
and retired teachers / Government officials / professionals and many 
others. 

 Vidyanjali has two verticals : “Participate in school Service/Activity” and 
“ Assets/Material/Equipment” in which volunteers can support and 
strengthen the government and government-aided schools.  
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State news 
Centre urged to take up work on satellite ring road around 
Bengaluru under Bharatmala project 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai called on Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari and urged him to instruct the 
National Highways Authority of India to take up development of the 
remaining part of the Satellite Town Ring Road around Bengaluru under 
the Bharatmala Pariyojana. 

 The development of the road would mitigate traffic congestion in the 
Bengaluru city. 

 The State has urged the Union Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways to take up construction of a 26-km tunnel bypass in Shiradi 
Ghat section between 237 km and 263 km on a joint venture, in 
association with the Japanese government. 

 The ghat section of the highway is key to connecting the route between 
Mangaluru and Bengaluru.  

 The region receives heavy rainfall during the monsoon and is 
susceptible to landslides, disrupting traffic movement.  

 To mitigate this problem, the Ministry has assigned the task of 
preparing the feasibility report to JICA. 

 The Ministry of Economic Trade and Industry of Japan conducted a 
feasibility study on tunnel bypass and estimated the cost of the project 
at ₹10,146 crore in 2015.  

 The Union Ministry for Road Transport and Highways has already 
included the project under ‘Capital Development Project in Mountain 
Region’ being implemented by JICA. 
Bharatmala project 

 The Bharatmala Pariyojana (lit. 'India garland project') is a centrally-
sponsored and funded Road and Highways project of the Government of 
India. 

 The project will build highways from Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Punjab, Haryana and then cover the entire string of Himalayan 
territories - Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand - and 
then portions of borders of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar alongside Terai, 
and move to West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, and right 
up to the Indo-Myanmar border in Manipur and Mizoram. 

 Special emphasis will be given on providing connectivity to far-flung 
border and rural areas including the tribal and backward areas.  
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10/09/2021 
History 
Porunai river [Thamirabarani] civilisation is 3,200 years old 

 A carbon dating analysis of rice with soil, found in a burial urn at 
Sivakalai in Thoothukudi district of Tamil Nadu, by the Miami-based 
Beta Analytic Testing Laboratory has yielded the date of 1155 BC, 
indicating that the Thamirabarani civilisation dates back to 3,200 years. 

 Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on Thursday announced in the Assembly the 
establishment of Porunai Museum in Tirunelveli at a cost of ₹15 crore. 
Details 

 “The finding has established that the Porunai river [Thamirabarani] 
civilization dates back to 3,200 years. It is the government’s task to 
scientifically prove that the history of the Indian subcontinent should 
begin from the Tamil landscape. 

 The Tamil Nadu Government said archaeological excavations would be 
carried out in other States and countries in search of Tamil roots.  

o In the first phase, studies would be undertaken at the ancient port 
of Muziris, now known as Pattanam, in Kerala. 

o Similar studies would be conducted at Vengi in Andhra Pradesh, 
Talakadu in Karnataka and Palur in Odisha. 

o The Tamil Nadu Archaeology Department would conduct research 
at Quseir al-Qadim and Pernica Anekke in Egypt, which were once 
part of the Roman empire, as well as in Khor Rori in Oman, to 
establish the Tamils’ trade relations with these countries. 

 The excavations of Keezhadi threw up new findings, the carbon dating 
of the objects unearthed there had proved that the Tamil society had 
achieved literacy even in the sixth century BCE. “Keezhadi has united 
Tamils across the world.” 

o The outcome of the excavations at Keeladi, Kodumanal and other 
sites in Tamil Nadu have corroborated the view that there might 
have been contacts between south India and north India as early 
as 600 BCE-700 BCE or even earlier. 
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International Relations  
BRICS seeks ‘inclusive’ intra-Afghan dialogue 

 The 13th BRICS summit held virtually was chaired by India under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. 
Details  

 The discussion was dominated by the developments in Afghanistan, and 
adopted the BRICS Counter Terrorism Action Plan. 

 It called for an “inclusive intra-Afghan dialogue” for stability in 
Afghanistan. 

 The discussion on Afghanistan at the event attended by the leaders of 
India, Russia, China, Brazil and South Africa was held in the backdrop of 
the Taliban announcing an interim government in Kabul. 

 The BRICS leaders called for “settling the situation by peaceful means” 
and condemned the terrorist attacks at the Hamid Karzai International 
Airport which killed at least 100 persons including several American 
military personnel. 

 We stress the need to contribute to fostering an inclusive intra-Afghan 
dialogue so as to ensure stability, civil peace, law and order in the 
country.  

 We underscore the priority of fighting terrorism, including preventing 
attempts by terrorist organisations to use Afghan territory as terrorist 
sanctuary and to carry out attacks against other countries. 

 The document, titled the ‘New Delhi Declaration’, also called for 
addressing the humanitarian situation in Afghanistan and urged the 
need to uphold rights of women, children and minorities. 

 The summit emphasised the importance of the principle of “non-
interference” in international affairs and said disputes and conflicts 
should be resolved by peaceful means. 

 Apart from Afghanistan, the BRICS leaders also took up the conflicts in 
Myanmar, Syria, the tension in the Korean peninsula, Israel-Palestine 
violence and other territorial disputes. 

 The summit also discussed the COVID-19 pandemic and the strategy to 
strengthen counter-pandemic cooperation and multilateral reform.  

 The New Delhi Declaration called against playing politics with the 
pandemic and the COVID-19 virus and urged for a global effort to 
eradicate the virus. 

 The summit said it supports science-based, inclusive of broad expertise, 
transparent and timely processes, free from politicisation or 
interference to strengthen international capabilities to better 
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understand the emergence of novel pathogens and to help prevent 
future pandemics.  

 The summit called for reform of the UN Security Council and urged to 
“revitalise” the UN General Assembly. 

 

International Relations  
Al-Qaeda may seek comeback in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan: 
Pentagon chief 

 U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said the al-Qaeda extremist group 
that used Afghanistan as a staging base to attack the United States 20 
years ago may attempt to regenerate there following an American 
withdrawal that has left the Taliban in power. 
Background  

 The Taliban had provided al-Qaeda with sanctuary while it ruled 
Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001.  

 The U.S. invaded and overthrew the Taliban after it refused to turn over 
al-Qaeda leaders following the September 11, 2001 attack on the United 
States.  

 During the course of the 20-year U.S. war, al-Qaeda was vastly 
diminished, but questions have arisen about its future prospects with 
the Taliban back in Kabul. 

 In a February 2020 agreement with the U.S administration, Taliban 
leaders pledged not to support al-Qaeda or other extremist groups that 
would threaten the United States in return for American troop 
withdrawal from Afghanistan.  
Details  

 U.S. officials believe the Taliban maintain ties to al-Qaeda, and many 
nations, including Gulf Arab states, are concerned that the Taliban's 
return to power could open the door to a resurgence of al-Qaeda 
influence. 

 The U.S. asserted that their military is capable of containing al-Qaeda or 
any other extremist threat to the United States emanating from 
Afghanistan by using surveillance and strike aircraft based elsewhere, 
including in the Persian Gulf.  
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Defence 
New Airbus transport aircraft to replace IAF's Avro planes 

 The Cabinet Committee on Security approved the procurement of 56 C-
295 medium transport aircraft for the Indian Air Force to replace its 
ageing Avro planes which were first inducted around 60 years ago. 

 16 aircraft will be delivered in a flyaway condition by the Airbus 
Defence and Space of Spain within 48 months of signing the contract 
while the remaining 40 planes will be manufactured in India, according 
to the defence ministry. 

 The C-295MW aircraft is a transport plane of 5-10 tonne capacity. 
 All 56 aircraft will be installed with indigenous electronic warfare suite. 
 This is the first project of its kind in which a military aircraft will be 

manufactured in India under technology transfer by a private company. 
 The project will give a boost to the aerospace ecosystem in India 

wherein several MSMEs spread over the country will be involved in 
manufacturing of parts of the aircraft. 

 The programme will act as a catalyst in employment generation in the 
aerospace ecosystem of the country and is expected to generate 600 
highly skilled jobs directly, over 3000 indirect jobs and an additional 
3000 medium skill employment opportunities with more than 42.5 lakh 
man-hours of work within the aerospace and defence sector of India. 

 Also the programme will provide a major boost to the 'Atmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan' (self-reliant India initiative) as it offers a unique 
opportunity for the Indian private sector to enter into technology-
intensive and highly competitive aviation Industry. 
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Environment  
First Dugong Conservation Reserve to be built in India 

 
 India’s first Dugong conservation reserve will be built in Tamil Nadu for 

the conservation of Dugong, a marine animal that has been declared 
vulnerable to extinction on a global scale by the World Conservation 
Union (IUCN). 

 The reserve will be spread over an area of 500 km in Palk Bay on the 
southeast coast of Tamil Nadu. Palk Bay is a semi-enclosed shallow 
water body with a water depth maximum of 13 meters.  

 Located between India and Sri Lanka along the Tamil Nadu coast, the 
dugong is a flagship species in the region. 
Dugong: The sea cow 

 Dugong or the sea cow is the State animal of Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands. This endangered marine species survives on seagrass and other 
aquatic vegetation found in the area.  

 It is the only herbivorous mammal that is strictly marine and is the only 
extant species in the family Dugongidae. 

 Dugongs are usually about three-meter long and weigh about 400 kg. 
Dugongs have an expanded head and trunk-like upper lip. Elephants are 
considered to be their closest relatives. However, unlike dolphins and 
other cetaceans, sea cows have two nostrils and no dorsal fin. 

 Distributed in shallow tropical waters in the Indo-Pacific region, in 
India, they are found in the Gulf of Kutch, Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
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Causes of extinction 
 Having been declared vulnerable, the marine animal calls for conserving 

efforts. Studies have suggested the reasons for the extinction of the 
animal such as slow breeding rate, fishing, and the loss of habitat. 

 Natural and human induced activities: Due to natural and human-
induced activities, the natural habitat of the animal is at risk. The 
herbivorous mammal feeds on seagrass, which is at a loss.  

 Human activities such as riding of speed-boats cause death of the animal 
due to boat and propeller strikes. Further, habitat loss is also attributed 
to the increase in conversion of coastal forests to banana, areca nut, and 
coconut plantations and high boat traffic. 

 Gill-net fishing: Dugongs are also known to suffer due to accidental 
entanglement and drowning in gill-nets. Fishing activities around the 
Indian, Andaman, Nicobar, and Sri Lankan coasts include gill netting and 
dynamite fishing. 

 

Geography  
Expedition discovers island believed world’s northernmost 
 

 
 A team of Arctic researchers from Denmark say they accidentally 

discovered what they believe is the world’s northernmost island located 
off Greenland’s coast. 

 The scientists from the University of Copenhagen initially thought they 
had arrived at Oodaaq, an island discovered by a Danish survey team in 
1978, to collect samples during an expedition that was conducted in 
July. 

 They instead wound up on an undiscovered island further north. 
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 “Island hunters” are known as adventurers whose hobby it is to search 
for unknown islands. 

 The yet-to-be-named island is 780 meters north of Oodaaq, an island off 
Cape Morris Jesup, the northernmost point of Greenland and one of the 
most northerly points of land on Earth. 

 The tiny island, apparently discovered as a result of shifting pack ice, is 
about 30 by 60 meters (about 100 by 200 feet) in size and rises to about 
three to four meters (10 to 13 feet) above sea level, the university said.  

 The research team reportedly doesn’t consider the discovery to be a 
result of climate change and has allegedly proposed naming the island 
Qeqertaq Avannarleq, which means “the northernmost island” in 
Greenlandic. 

 

International Relations  
U.S.-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP) 

 Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas and Minister of Housing and 
Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri co-chaired a virtual Ministerial 
meeting with U.S. Secretary of Energy Ms. Jennifer Granholm to launch 
the revamped U.S.-India Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP). 

 The SCEP is launched in accordance with U.S.-India Climate and Clean 
Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership announced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and President Joe Biden at the Leaders Summit on 
Climate held in April this year. 

 The SCEP organizes inter-governmental engagement across five pillars 
of cooperation: (1) Power and Energy Efficiency; (2); Responsible Oil 
and Gas; (3) Renewable Energy; (4) Sustainable Growth and (5) 
Emerging Fuels. 

 A new India-US Task Force on Biofuels was also announced to build on 
the scope of work on cooperation in the biofuels sector. 

 The two sides also announced rechristening of the Gas Task Force to 
India-US Low Emissions Gas Task Force, which would continue to forge 
collaboration between U.S. and Indian companies on innovative projects 
to support India’s vision of a gas-based economy.  

 Both sides have initiated institutionalization of India Energy Modeling 
Forum with the constitution of Six Task Forces for carrying out research 
and modeling in different areas.  

 Building on the success of the first phase, the two sides agreed to 
expand the scope of the work to include smart grid and grid storage as 
part of the second phase of the Partnership to Advance Clean Energy 
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(PACE)-R initiative anchored on the Indian side by the Department of 
Science & Technology. 

 

Economy 
'Main Bhi Digital 3.0'  

 Ministry of Housing and urban Affairs( MoHUA) in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) launched 
the pilot drive 'Main Bhi Digital 3.0' - A special Campaign for Digital 
Onboarding and Training for street vendors under PM SVANidhi scheme 
across 223 cities in the country.  

 The drive is in line with Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision 
of  “SabkaSaathSabkaVikas” 

 BharatPe, Mswipe, PhonePe, Paytm, Aceware are participating in this 
drive to issue UPI IDs, QR code and provide digital training.  

 Digital Payment Aggregators will handhold the street vendors to bring 
about enhanced adoption of digital transactions and behaviour change.  

 To promote digital transactions instruction has been issued to the 
Lending Institutions (LIs) to handover a durable QR Code and train the 
beneficiaries for conducting digital receipt and payment transactions 
within a week of disbursement. 

 PM Street Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) was launched on 
June 1, 2020 as a Central Sector Scheme. The scheme facilitates 
affordable working capital loans of up to ₹10,000 with an interest 
subsidy @7% on regular repayment.  

 

Governance  
Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2021 

 The Minister of State, Jal Shakti Ministry, Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 
presided over the e-launch of Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2021 under 
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase -II at an event organized by 
Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS).  

 The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) will 
undertake Swachh Survekshan Gramin 2021 countrywide to support 
acceleration of ODF Plus interventions and increase momentum for 
improving ODF Sustainability as well as Solid and Liquid Waste 
Management (SLWM)activities across the villages in the country.  

 DDWS had commissioned Swachh Survekshan Gramin (SSG)on two 
occasions earlier in 2018 and 2019. 
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 As part of the Survekshan, Villages, Districts and States would be ranked 
using key parameters. As part of Swachh Survekshan Gramin 17,475 
villages in 698 Districts across India will be covered. 87,250 public 
places namely schools, anganwadis, public health centres, 
haat/bazaars/religious places in these 17,475 villages will be visited for 
survey.  

 The weightage to different elements of the SSG 2021 are as below: 
o Direct Observation of sanitation in villages including HHs/public 

places -30% 
o Citizen’s Feedback including feedback from common citizens, key 

influencers at the village level and from citizens online using a 
mobile App -35% 

o Service Level Progress on sanitation related parameters -35% 
 In line with the Swachh Bharat Mission phase II program, SSG 2021 

would focus on assessing ODF Sustainability & Implementation of ODF 
Plus in the villages.  

 Many new elements have been added in the SSG 2021. These elements 
include - Assessment of Solid, Liquid, Plastic Waste & faecal Sludge 
Management Arrangements, Awareness on Menstrual Hygiene and 
Management & Disposal Arrangements for Menstrual Waste. 

 The Primary objective of SSG is not merely a ranking exercise but it has 
been an important vehicle for creating a Janandolan (people’s 
movement) and ensuring prompt action for achievement of programme 
elements.  

 

State news 
Nipah virus: Will get a report on possible impact and take 
action to control, says Karnataka CM 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said he will be getting a 
report on the possible impact of Nipah virus infections in the state, and 
necessary action will be taken to control it. 

 "Regarding Nipah virus, I have given directions to the Health Secretary 
and experts. I will get a report on its behaviour in Kerala and its impact 
on us by this evening, following which necessary action will be taken," 
Bommai said. 

 With confirmed cases of the Nipah virus (NiV) infection reported 
recently in neighboring Kerala, the Karnataka government had directed 
district administrations, especially those bordering that state, to 
strengthen surveillance and preparedness. 
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Nipah virus (NiV) 
 Nipah virus (NiV) is a zoonotic virus, meaning that it can spread 

between animals and people.  
 Fruit bats, also called flying foxes, are the animal reservoir for NiV in 

nature. Nipah virus is also known to cause illness in pigs and people.  
 Infection with NiV is associated with encephalitis (swelling of the brain) 

and can cause mild to severe illness and even death.  
 Symptoms may initially include Fever, Headache, Cough, Sore throat, 

Difficulty breathing, Vomiting. Encephalitis, inflammation of the brain, is 
a potentially fatal complication of Nipah virus infection. 

 

11/09/2021 
Social Issues 
Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura takes charge as the Chairman, 
National Commission for Minorities 

 Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura took charge as the Chairman, National 
Commission for Minorities in the presence of Minority Affairs Minister 
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in New Delhi. 
Background 

 The Union Government set up the National Commission for Minorities 
(NCM) under the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. 

 Initially five religious communities, viz., Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis) were notified as minority 
communities by the Union Government. Further vide notification dated 
27th January 2014, Jains were also notified as another minority 
community. 

 The Union Government constituted the National Commission for 
Minorities, New Delhi and the State Government constituted State 
Minorities Commissions in their respective State Capitals.  

 These organisations are set-up to safeguard and protect the interests of 
minorities as provided in the Constitution of India and laws enacted by 
the Parliament and the State Legislatures. 

 Aggrieved persons belonging to the minority communities may 
approach the concerned State Minorities Commissions for redressal of 
their grievances. 
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Economy 
Champaran Satyagraha Express 

 Minister of State for Railways and Textiles, flagged off Champaran 
Satyagraha Express through video conferencing from New Delhi 
through video conferencing.  

 The train will run with increased frequency from weekly to bi-weekly.   
 The Champaran Satyagrah Express is an Express train belonging to the 

Northern Railway zone that runs between Bapudham Motihari and 
Anand Vihar Terminal in India.  

 It is currently being operated with 14009/14010 train numbers on a 
weekly basis.    

 The Champaran Satyagraha of 1917 was the first Satyagraha movement 
led by Mahatma Gandhi in India and is considered a historically 
important rebellion in the Indian freedom struggle. It was a farmer's 
uprising that took place in Champaran district of Bihar in India, during 
the British colonial period. 

 

Health 
World Suicide Prevention Day 

 World Suicide Prevention Day is observed on September 10th every 
year to highlight various ways by which suicide can be prevented. 

 This day was marked on September 10, 2003, for the first time as an 
initiative by the International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) 
and the World Health Organization (WHO) who teamed up to create a 
day dedicated to a very important message: suicides are preventable. 

 The first year of the day was a success, so in 2004, the WHO formally 
agreed to co-sponsor the event again, making it an annually recognized 
day.  

 Suicide is an act of intentionally taking one’s life and it is a major public 
health issue, especially during the testing times of pandemic and 
periods of lockdowns.  

 Every 40 seconds someone in the world takes their life, with 75% cases 
from the low and middle-income countries. Approximately 1.3% of 
deaths in 2019 were due to suicide. 

 Suicide is a global phenomenon and according to the World Health 
Organization, it was the 17th leading cause of death in 2019. 
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S&T 
FOSS4Gov Innovation Challenge 

 The government has extended the last date of participation and 
submission in the FOSS4Gov Innovation Challenge till 15th of 
September 2021.  

 The Ministry of Electronics and IT has appealed to the Free and Open 
Source Software (FOSS) innovators to participate in large numbers to 
drive the FOSS revolution to its maximum potential.  

 In July 2021, on the occasion of 7-year anniversary of MyGov, the 
Ministry had launched #FOSS4Gov Innovation Challenge to accelerate 
adoption of Free and Open Source Software in Government and build 
Indian FOSS Ecosystem.  

 Through this challenge, various innovators, start-ups, working 
professionals, academics and students in India are invited to showcase 
their existing FOSS based innovations or build new, implementable, 
open-source product innovations in Customer Relationship 
Management and Enterprise Resource Planning.  

 The winners of the Challenge will receive cash rewards and incubation 
support to scale their products for listing on Government e Market. 

 

Economy  
Average debt of farm households up 57% in five years till 2018 

 The survey — Situation Assessment of Agricultural Households and 
Land Holdings of Households in Rural India, 2019 — was released by 
the Ministry of Programme Implementation and Statistics. 

 The average outstanding loan per agricultural household increased 57.7 
per cent to Rs 74,121 in 2018 compared with Rs 47,000 five years ago in 
2013, according to the latest findings of a survey by the National 
Statistical Office. 

 The estimated average monthly income from different sources rose 59 
per cent to Rs 10,218 based on the ‘paid out expenses’ approach in 
2018-19 compared with Rs 6,426 in 2012-13.  

 More than 50 percent of the increase in income was on account of 
higher monthly wages, which almost doubled to 4,063 in 2018 
compared with Rs 2,071 in 2013. 

 In the ‘paid out expenses’ approach, all out of pocket expenditure 
incurred for each type of input is taken into account.  

 The agricultural year in India begins in July and ends the following June. 
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 The survey also revealed the number of agricultural households with 
outstanding loans at 4.67 crore during July-December 2018, about one 
lakh less than the 2013 estimate. The number of agricultural households 
was estimated at 9.30 crore during 2018-19. 

 The survey defines an agricultural household as one receiving more 
than Rs 4,000 as value of produce from agri activities (e.g., cultivation of 
field crops, horticultural crops, fodder crops, plantation, animal 
husbandry, poultry, fishery, piggery, bee-keeping, vermiculture, 
sericulture, etc.) and having at least one member self-employed in 
agriculture either in principal status or in subsidiary status during the 
last 365 days. 

 

Economy 
Centre revises Transport and Marketing Assistance for 
specified agriculture products scheme 

 Centre has revised the "Transport and Marketing Assistance" (TMA) 
scheme for Specified Agriculture Products’. 

 In February 2019, the Department of Commerce had introduced 
‘Transport and Marketing Assistance (TMA) for Specified Agriculture 
Products Scheme’ to provide assistance for the international component 
of freight, to mitigate the disadvantage of higher freight costs faced by 
the Indian exporters of agriculture products.  

 The scheme was initially applicable for exports affected during the 
period from 01.03.2019 to 31.03.2020 and was later extended for 
exports effected up to 31.03.2021. 

 Now the Department has notified ‘Revised Transport and Marketing 
Assistance (TMA) for Specified Agriculture Products Scheme’ for 
exports effected on or after 01.04.2021 up to 31.03.2022.  

 The existing scheme will remain in operation for exports effected up to 
31.03.2021. 

 Following major changes have been made in the revised scheme: 
o Dairy products, which were not covered under the earlier scheme, 

will be eligible for assistance under the revised scheme. 
o Rates of assistance have been increased, by 50% for exports by 

sea and by 100% for exports by air.  
 Enhanced assistance under the revised scheme is expected to help 

Indian exporters of agricultural products to meet rising freight and 
logistics costs. 
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Culture 
Jain Samvatsari 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted people on the occasion of 
Jain Samvatsari.  

 Saṃvatsari (Forgiveness Day) is the last day of Paryushan Shwetambar 
sect of Jainism.  

 It falls on Shukla Panchami each year in the Jain calendar month of 
Bhadrapada, somewhere between the middle of August and September 
in the Gregorian calendar. 

 On this day, Jains forgive and seek forgiveness for their mistakes 
committed knowingly or unknowingly from all the living beings.  

 A yearly, elaborate penitential retreat called "samvatsari pratikraman" 
is performed on this day.  

 After the pratikraman, Jains seek forgiveness from all the creatures of 
the world, including friends and relatives by uttering the phrase — 
Micchami Dukkadam or its variants like "Khamau Sa", "Uttam Kshama" 
or "Khamat Khamna". 

 Samvatsari is derived from Sanskrit language. Samvatsara refers to a 
"year" in Vedic literature such as the Rigveda and other ancient texts. 
Thus, Samvatsari literally refers to a day that comes annually. 

 
ATL Space Challenge 2021 

 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog in collaboration with the 
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE) successfully launched the ATL Space 
Challenge 2021 for all school students across the country. 

 The challenge has been designed for all the school students, mentors 
and teachers across the country who not only are associated with 
schools having ATL labs but for all the non ATL schools as well. 

 This is to ensure that students of classes 6 to 12 are given an open 
platform where they can innovate and enable themselves to solve digital 
age space technology problems.  

 The ATL Space Challenge 2021 aligns with the World Space Week 2021 
which is being observed from 4 to 10 October each year at the global 
level in order to celebrate the contributions of space science and 
technology. 

 Students can create a solution that can be implemented and adopted 
leveraging technologies such as: 

o Explore Space 



 
 

 
 

 

Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru. DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL - www.credenceias.com 
 ENQUIRY :9654506161 

o Reach Space 
o Inhabit Space 
o Leverage Space 

 

State news   
Unique Umamaheshwara sculpture found in Udupi 

 According to Prof T Murugeshi, serving as Associate Professor in the 
department of Ancient History and Archaeology, MSRS College, Shirva, 
the sculpture was discovered while levelling a mound at the site. 

 This unique sculpture is about 9 cm in height, 9 cm in length and 4 cm in 
breadth.  

 The Umamaheshwara is shown riding on his vehicle Bull. Lord Shiva 
riding on the bull with four hands.  

 Two hands in the front are shown holding the ears of the bull, holding 
the handle of the vehicle. 

 While, in one of the back hands, he is shown holding Mriga (dear) and 
the left hand is mutilated. The back of the lord Shiva, Uma is shown 
sitting and holding the shoulders of the Shiva.  

 But, unfortunately the upper portion of Uma has been destroyed. 
 All the Shiva Ganas including Veerabhadra, Ganapathi, Brungi are 

depicted around the bull. 
 Umamaheshwara cult, also known as Soma cult or Someshwara cult, 

which had its origins in Gujrat had spread across the country within no 
time. It was popular in the 11th century and sculpture under study also 
belongs to the 11th century, Prof Murugeshi informed. 

 
Karnataka CM Bommai designates ministers to oversee 'Amrith' 
schemes 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai assigned ministers to 
oversee the implementation of the 'Amrith' schemes, which he had 
announced on August 15 to mark the platinum jubilee of India's 
independence, in their respective districts. 

 The order further said the ministers will also be tasked with 
implementing the Amrith schemes and chair meetings to identify the 
beneficiaries of the welfare programmes. 

 The Chief Minister had announced various Amrith schemes to celebrate 
the 'Amrith Mahotsav' (Platinum Jubilee) of India's independence on 
August 15, including 'Amrith Nirmala Nagara', 'Amrith School', 'Amrith 
Anganwadi' and 'Amrith Gram Panchayat'. 
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 Planning 'Clean and Beautiful' urban areas, the Amrith Nirmala Nagara 
programme will be launched in 75 urban local bodies to keep them 
clean and beautiful, according to Bommai. "Each urban local body will 
be provided with Rs 1 crore and we will set aside Rs 75 crore for this," 
he said. Further, a total of Rs 75 crore will be spent on providing basic 
infrastructure such as library, building, lab and toilets at the selected 
750 schools at a cost of Rs 10 lakh per school. 


