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9/08/2021 

Polity and Governance  

Threat to human rights is highest in police stations: CJI 
● Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana, speaking at the release of National 

Legal Services Authority’s legal services app and vision statement at 

Vigyan Bhawan expressed few concerns. 

● Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana said police stations pose the “highest 

threat” to human rights and dignity, which are ‘sacrosanct’. 

● “The threat to human rights and bodily integrity is the highest in police 

stations... Going by recent reports, even the privileged are not spared 

third-degree treatment,” the Chief Justice said. 

● Custodial torture and police atrocities still prevail despite constitutional 

guarantees. 

● Lack of effective legal representation at police stations is a huge 

detriment to arrested or detained persons. The first hours of arrest or 

detention often decide the fate of the case for the accused. 

● Chief justice Ramana noted that if the judiciary wants to gain the trust of 

the poor and vulnerable, it has to assure the marginalised that it exists 

for them. 

● For the longest time, he noted, the vulnerable sections have lived 

outside the system of justice. 

● Lengthy, expensive formal processes followed by courts dissuade the 

poor and the vulnerable. The judiciary’s toughest challenge today is to 

break these barriers. 

● If we want to remain as a society governed by the rule of law, it is 

imperative to bridge the gap of accessibility to justice between the 

highly privileged and the most vulnerable.  

● For all times to come, it has to be ensured that the realities of socio-

economic diversity which prevail in our nation cannot ever be a reason 

for denial of rights.  

● Digital divide 

● The digital divide has worsened the cause of easy access to justice. Rural 

and remote areas suffer from lack of connectivity. 
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International Relations 

Taliban Seize 3 Afghan Capital Cities in a Day 

 

● The Taliban tightened the noose around northern Afghanistan on 

August 8, 2021, capturing three more provincial capitals as they took 

their fight to the cities after seizing much of the countryside in recent 

months. 

● The insurgents have snatched up five provincial capitals in Afghanistan 

since August 6 2021 in a lightning offensive that appears to have 

overwhelmed government forces. 
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● Kunduz, Sar-e-Pul and Taloqan in the north fell within hours of each 

other on August 8, lawmakers, security sources and residents in the 

cities confirmed. 

● The insurgents seized their first provincial capital, Zaranj in 

southwestern Nimroz on the border with Iran, and followed it up by 

taking Sheberghan in northern Jawzjan Province the next day onAugust 

6,2021. 

● "U.S. forces have conducted several air strikes in defence of our Afghan 

partners in recent days. 

 

Governance 

International Day of the World's Indigenous People 2021 
● International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples is observed on 

August 9 every year across the world.  

● This day is marked as the contribution and achievement of indigenous 

people who hold a vast diversity of unique cultures, traditions, 

languages, and knowledge systems.  

● The day is observed to raise awareness to protect the social, economic, 

and political rights of the indigenous communities.  

● As human activities are resulting in the damaging of the ecosystem, the 

survival, identity, and livelihoods of these people are at risk. 

Significance: 

● On this day, UNESCO considers the multiple challenges indigenous 

people face for their sustainability.  

● They share updates on projects and activities related to the annual 

theme. 

Theme: 

● The theme for International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples 

2021 is “Leaving no one behind: Indigenous peoples and the call for a 

new social contract. 
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Governance 

PM to launch Ujjwala 2.0 
● Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Ujjwala 2.0 (Pradhan 

Mantri Ujjwala Yojana - PMUY) by handing over LPG connections at 

Mahoba Uttar Pradesh on 10th August, 2021.  

● During Ujjwala 1.0 launched in 2016, a target was set to provide LPG 

connections to 5 crore women members of BPL households.  

● Subsequently, the scheme was expanded in April 2018 to include 

women beneficiaries from seven more categories (SC/ST, PMAY, AAY, 

Most backward classes, tea garden, forest dwellers, Islands).  

● Also, the target was revised to 8 Crore LPG connections. This target was 

achieved in August 2019, seven months ahead of the target date.  

Ujjwala 2.0 

● In the Union budget for FY 21-22, provision for an additional one crore 

LPG connection under the PMUY scheme was announced.  

● These one crore additional PMUY connections (under Ujjwala 2.0) aim 

to provide deposit-free LPG connections to those low-income families 

who could not be covered under the earlier phase of PMUY. 

● Along with a deposit-free LPG connection, Ujjwala 2.0 will provide first 

refills and hotplates free of cost to the beneficiaries. Also, the enrollment 

procedure will require minimum paperwork.  

● In Ujjwala 2.0, migrants will not be required to submit ration cards or 

address proof. A self-declaration for both ‘family declaration’ and as a 

‘proof of address’ will suffice.  

● Ujjwala 2.0 will help achieve the Prime Minister’s vision of universal 

access to LPG. 

 

S&T 

ISRO to send Bhutan’s INS-2B satellite into space by year-end 
● India’s premier space agency Indian Space Research Organization 

(ISRO) is set to launch a Bhutanese satellite in December this year.  

● India and Bhutan are collaborating to build a satellite. This satellite is 

going to be launched in 2021 from ISRO’s facilities.” 
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● The development of the INS-2B satellite of Bhutan is being underway by 

four Bhutanese engineers who are being trained by ISRO. 

The Indo-Bhutan space cooperation 

● India and Bhutan have been engaged in space cooperation with a 

ground Earth station for South Asia Satellite (SAS) that was inaugurated 

in Thimphu, Bhutan during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit in 

August 2019. 

● The SAS was launched by India in 2017 as a gift to the countries in the 

South Asia region, including Bhutan. Under the project, New Delhi has 

offered increased bandwidth on an additional transponder on the 

satellite for Bhutan as a gift as per the country’s requirement. 

 

Sports 

Neeraj Chopra wins gold medal in javelin, first athletics gold for 

India in Olympics 

 

● It was a historic day for the nation as Neeraj Chopra’s javelin pierced the 

Tokyo night sky to herald a new dawn for Indian sports.  

● The 23-year-old from Haryana won India’s first track and field gold 

medal at the Tokyo Olympics with a throw of 87.58m in his second 

attempt.   

● This was also India’s first gold medal since shooter Abhinav Bindra won 

the 10m air rifle gold in 2008.  



 
 

             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

● With Neeraj’s gold on the penultimate day, India ended its campaign at 

the XXXII Olympiad with seven medals – the country’s best performance 

at the Summer Games. 

● A Junior Commissioned Officer (JCO) in the Indian Army, Chopra is the 

first track and field athlete to win an Olympic gold medal for India 

● Debuting at the 2018 Commonwealth Games and the 2018 Asian Games, 

at which he was the opening flag-bearer, he won gold medals in both 

Games. 

 

Sports 

Aditi Ashok missed out on a Golf Tokyo Olympic medal 

 

● Indian golfer Aditi Ashok had to suffer disappointment when she 

finished 4th after 72 holes of the women’s individual event by just one 

shot. 

● The Bengaluru native is currently the 200th-ranked woman golfer in the 

world.  
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● She plays on the Ladies European Tour (LET) and the LPGA Tour in the 

United States.  

● Aditi has three LET titles to her name and two on the Indian circuit, both 

of which she won as an amateur. 

● She is the first Indian to play and win on the LET and finished second on 

the European circuit in 2016, also clinching the Rookie of the Year 

honour. 

 

State news 

Polinkana Utsava celebrated in Bhagamandala 
● Polinkana Utsava was celebrated in Bhagamandala with traditional 

fervour on 8th August. 

● During the occasion, gratitude was paid to Mother Cauvery, by offering 

special prayers. 

● As per the custom, the Polinkana Utsava is observed on the new moon 

day of Karkataka month. 

● It is believed that the River Cauvery flows underground as 

'Gupthagamini' till Bhagamandala and joins Sujyothi and Kannike rivers 

in Triveni Sangama. 

● At the time, there was a fear of floods in the Bhagamandala region. 

Therefore, the farming fraternity prays to Mother Cauvery to flow 

calmly. 

● In the olden days, when people were marooned due to floods in River 

Cauvery, people termed it to be the anger of the river. In order to pacify 

Mother Cauvery, married women, sailing on a coracle, offered 'bagina' to 

the river. The tradition is continued even to this day. 

● In Bhagandeshwara temple on Sunday morning, jewels, saree and 

bangles were placed on a silver plate and a prayer was offered on the 

occasion. 
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'Bengaluru Chalo' on August 10 
● Urging for a ministerial berth for Madikeri MLA M P Appachu Ranjan, 

Taluk BJP members will take out a 'Bengaluru Chalo' rally on August 10. 

● During a meeting held at the residence of BJP leader and Town 

Panchayat member B Amrit Raj, the members decided to take a 

delegation to Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai and former chief 

minister B S Yediyurappa and submit a memorandum to the leaders, 

urging them to include Appachu in the cabinet, so that Kodagu district 

gets a representation. 

● Presidents of all Gram Panchayats in Kushalnagar taluk, along with 

leaders from all communities and Town Panchayat members will take 

part in 'Bengaluru Chalo'. 

 

Karnataka's heritage: High on Wi-Fi, low on toilets 
● Karnataka, a state which boasts a rich historical and cultural heritage, 

has 506 monuments under the jurisdiction of the Archaeological Survey 

of India (ASI) but less than 15% of them have basic infrastructure 

facilities like drinking water and toilets. 

● In terms of the number of monuments under central protection, 

Karnataka is next only to Uttar Pradesh (743) and fares better than 

other states in one category: the highest number of monuments (22) 

with Wi-Fi facility in the country. 

● However, lack of basic amenities overshadows technological 

advancement. 

● Of the 506 monuments, only 53 have toilets, 69 have drinking water, 

100 have benches to sit and less than half (249) have signages providing 

information about the place. As many as 160 of them are yet to get an 

approach road. 

● It’s the responsibility of both ASI and the State Government to provide 

these basic facilities. 
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Modernisation, upgradation of 5 govt industrial training 

institutes under way in Dakshina Kannada 
● The modernisation and upgrade works of five government-run 

Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) in Dakshina Kannada district are 

under progress. 

● As many as 150 government-run ITIs will be upgraded across Karnataka 

with the state government entering into a Memorandum of Agreement 

(MoA), for a period of 10 years, with Tata technologies Ltd. 

● The upgradation of each ITI comprises construction of a workshop lab 

and refurbishment of Technology (tech) Lab. 

● The project is expected to bring qualitative improvements in the field of 

industrial training and education. The upgraded centres will facilitate 

up-skilling, product verification and virtual analysis, design for artisans 

and handicrafts, product design and development etc. 
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10/08/2021 

International Relations 

PM Modi outlines five-point framework for maritime security debate 

at UNSC 
● As part of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) presidency, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi chaired a debate on maritime security titled, 

‘Enhancing Maritime Security — A Case for International Cooperation’. 

● The UNSC adopted a ‘Presidential [India’s] Statement’ which reaffirmed 

that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 

establishes the legal framework for maritime activities. 

● Prime Minister Modi outlined a five-principle framework for the debate.  

○ The first was removing barriers to maritime trade. In this 

context, Mr Modi highlighted SAGAR (‘Security and Growth for all 

in the Region’) — a 2015 Indian framework for regional maritime 

security. Also respect the rights of the seafarers of other 

countries. 

○ Second, maritime disputes should be resolved peacefully and in 

accordance with international law, as this was “extremely 

important for promoting mutual trust and confidence, and 

ensuring global peace and stability.” 

It was with this understanding, and maturity, that India resolved 

its maritime boundary with its neighbour Bangladesh. 

○ The third principal proposed was that countries jointly tackle 

maritime threats from non-state actors and natural disasters. 

○ Fourth, the maritime environment and marine resources needed 

to be conserved, highlighting pollution from plastic waste and oil 

spills. 

○ Fifth, Mr Modi called for responsible maritime connectivity, 

saying a structure was required to boost maritime trade, with the 

development of global norms and standards. 
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Polity and Governance 

₹11000 crore for new edible oil mission, says PM Modi 
● The Centre will spend ₹11,000 crore for a new mission to ensure self-

sufficiency in edible oil production at a time when India’s dependence 

on expensive imports has driven retail oil prices to new highs.  

Import dependence    

● The share of imported palm oil is more than 55%. “We have to change 

this situation.  

Details 

● The NMEO proposal would aim to reduce import dependence from 60% 

to 45% by 2024-25, by increasing domestic edible oil production from 

10.5 million tonnes to 18 million tonnes, a 70% growth target.  

● It projected a 55% growth in oilseed production, to 47.8 million tonnes.  

● This financial outlay for the National Mission on Edible Oil-Oil Palm 

(NMEO-OP) will be over a five-year period. 

● Noting that August 9 is the anniversary of the Quit India movement 

which fought for political independence, the Prime Minister said the 

NMEO-OP would resolve to allow India to be independent or self-reliant 

in edible oil production.  

● Through this mission, more than ₹11,000 crore will be invested in the 

edible oil ecosystem. The government will ensure that farmers get all 

needed facilities, from quality seeds to technology. Along with 

promoting the cultivation of oil palm, this mission will also expand the 

cultivation of our other traditional oilseed crops. 

Rise in yields 

● The NMEO-OP’s predecessor was the National Mission on Oil Seeds and 

Oil Palm, which was launched at the fag end of the UPA government’s 

tenure and later merged with the National Food Security Mission. 

● Laying out its achievements in May 2020, the Agriculture Ministry said 

oilseed production had grown 35% from 27.5 million tonnes in 2014-15 

to 37.3 million tonnes by 2020-21. Although oilseed acreage rose only 

8.6% over that six year period, yields rose more than 20%. 
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Environment and Ecology  

Atlantic Ocean current system is slowing down 
● A study published in Nature Climate Change notes that the Atlantic 

Meridional Overturning Circulation (AMOC), is losing its stability. 

According to the IPCC’s Report (AR6) released on August 9, it is very 

likely that AMOC will decline over the 21st century. 

What is AMOC? 

● The AMOC is a large system of ocean currents. It is the Atlantic branch of 

the ocean conveyor belt or Thermohaline circulation (THC), and 

distributes heat and nutrients throughout the world’s ocean basins. 

● AMOC carries warm surface waters from the tropics towards the 

Northern Hemisphere, where it cools and sinks. It then returns to the 

tropics and then to the South Atlantic as a bottom current. From there it 

is distributed to all ocean basins via the Antarctic circumpolar current. 

What happens if AMOC collapses? 

● Gulf Stream, a part of the AMOC, is a warm current responsible for mild 

climate at the Eastern coast of North America as well as Europe. 

Without a proper AMOC and Gulf Stream, Europe will be very cold. 

● Modelling studies have shown that an AMOC shutdown would cool the 

northern hemisphere and decrease rainfall over Europe. It can also have 

an effect on El Nino. 

● Why is the AMOC slowing down? 

● Climate models have long predicted that global warming can cause a 

weakening of the major ocean systems of the world. 

● Last month researchers noted that a part of the Arctic’s ice called “Last 

Ice Area” has also melted. The freshwater from the melting ice reduces 

the salinity and density of the water. Now, the water is unable to sink as 

it used to and weakens the AMOC flow. 

● A 2019 study suggested that the Indian Ocean may also be helping the 

slowing down of AMOC. The researchers said: As the Indian Ocean 

warms faster and faster, it generates precipitation. With so much 

precipitation in the Indian Ocean, there will be less precipitation in the 

Atlantic Ocean, leading to higher salinity in the waters of the tropical 
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portion of the Atlantic. This saltier water in the Atlantic, as it comes 

north via AMOC, will get cold much quicker than usual and sink faster. 

● “This would act as a jump start for AMOC, intensifying the circulation,” 

author Alexey Fedorov said in a release.  

 

Governance 

‘Seekho Aur Kamao’ Scheme 
● Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi informed 

about the scheme in a written reply to the Rajya Sabha. 

● Seekho Aur Kamao is a skill development scheme for youth of 14 - 35 

years age group and aiming at providing employment and employment 

opportunities, improving the employability of existing workers, school 

dropouts etc.  

● The scheme ensures 75% placement, out of which 50% should be in the 

organized sector.  

● As per scheme guidelines, the implementing organizations will be 

required to establish linkages with placement services, and for the 

candidates interested in self employment after availing the training, the 

organization shall arrange easy microfinance/ loans for them through 

financial institutions, National Minority Development Finance 

Corporation (NMDFC), banks etc. 

● Post placement support of Rs. 2000/- per month is provided to placed 

trainees for two months as placement assistance. 
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Governance 

Khadi’s new products launched by Government 
● Khadi & Village Industries Commission (KVIC), under the Ministry of 

MSME, has launched two new products- Khadi babywear and handmade 

paper ‘Use and Throw’ Slippers. 

● It’s objective is supporting the handmade paper industry, strengthening 

traditional art and creating sustainable employment for artisans.  

● These slippers use thick handmade paper board and soft handmade 

paper as raw material and hence creates a new line of product which 

will not only increase the consumption of handmade paper but will also 

create sustainable employment for handmade paper industry artisans.            

Salient features of Khadi Babywear:- 

● KVIC has introduced Babywear for the first time for the age group of 

new-born and upto 2 years. 

● Khadi babywear is made of high quality hand-spun and hand-woven 

Khadi Cotton fabric. 

● The fabric is eco-friendly and made using natural fibres to suit the 

sensitive skin of newborn babies. 

● The fabric is free from any chemical treatment and harmful dyes to 

prevent babies from any skin irritation. 

● Fabrics used in Khadi babywear are breathable and skin friendly. 

● The idea behind introducing babywear is to further diversify the 

product range for more consumption of Khadi fabric and ultimately 

creating more income for Khadi Artisans. 

Salient features of Handmade Paper ‘Use and Throw’ Slippers:- 

● Khadi handmade paper ‘Use and Throw’ Slippers have been developed 

for the first time in the country. 

● Khadi handmade paper ‘Use and Throw’ Slippers are made of fine-

textured handmade paper and are 100% eco-friendly and cost-effective. 

● Suitable for travel and indoor usage like in homes, hotels, hospitals, 

places of worship, laboratories, etc. 
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Environment and Ecology 

IPCC report forecasts a future of severe weather 

 

● The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)’s Sixth 

Assessment Report has been made public. 

Details 

● The current global warming trends overall are likely to lead to an 

increase in annual mean precipitation over India, with more severe 

rains expected over southern India in the coming decades. 

● The planet was irrevocably headed towards warming by 1.5° Celsius 

over pre-industrial times in the next two decades, according to the most 

updated scientific consensus from the IPCC. 

● The 3,000-plus-page report said warming is already accelerating sea 

level rise and worsening extremes such as heat waves, droughts, floods 

and storms.  

● Tropical cyclones are getting stronger and wetter, while Arctic sea ice is 

dwindling in the summer and permafrost is thawing. All of these trends 

are going to get worse. 

● Keeping global warming below 2° Celsius of pre-industrial levels by the 

turn of century and endeavouring to limit it to 1.5°C was at the heart of 

the 2015 Paris Agreement.  
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● Unless extremely deep emission cuts were undertaken by all countries 

immediately, these goals were unlikely to be met.  

● In line with this, the IPCC has recommended that countries strive to 

achieve net zero emissions — that is, no additional greenhouse gases 

were emitted — by 2050. 

● India has not yet committed to a net zero timeline. 

● India is currently the world’s third largest greenhouse gas emitter, but 

per capita emissions are much lower.  

● Based on existing commitments by countries to curb their emission, the 

world is on track for global temperature warming by at least 2.7°C by 

2100, predicts the report, calling it ‘Code red for humanity’. 

Impact on India 

● The report warns that with a 7,517 km coastline, India will face 

significant threats from rising seas. Across six Indian port cities — 

Chennai, Kochi, Kolkata, Mumbai, Surat and Visakhapatnam — 28.6 

million people will be exposed to coastal flooding if sea levels rise 50cm, 

according to one study that forms part of the IPCC report. 

● With warming, we are seeing that there are specially varying patterns of 

change that are projected over the future. There is intensification of the 

water cycle, which is going to affect the rainfall patterns... Change in the 

monsoon precipitation is also expected.  

● While there isn’t much (scientific) model agreement on the changes in 

the heavy precipitation events, we can definitely say that hot extremes 

are projected to increase and cold extremes are projected to decrease in 

the 21st century. 

Recommendations 

● The next decade is decisive so countries should follow the science and 

embrace their responsibility to keep the goal of 1.5C alive. 

● This can be done by coming forward with ambitious 2030 emission 

reduction targets and long-term strategies with a pathway to net zero. 
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Polity and Governance 

Tribals in Rajasthan seek more panchayats in scheduled areas 
● The tribal outfits in Rajasthan have demanded inclusion of over 165 

village panchayats of seven districts in the scheduled areas under the 

Tribal Sub-Plan (TSP). 

● It is to facilitate the control of local communities over minor minerals 

and minor forest produce as well as development activities in the 

region. It will also ensure statutory protection of the tribal population. 

● The tribal groups said the population of Scheduled Tribes in these 

panchayats had crossed 50%, making them eligible to be declared as 

scheduled areas. Consequently, the provisions of the Panchayats 

(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, will apply to these areas. 

Fifth Schedule areas 

● In Article 244(1) of the Constitution, the expression Scheduled Areas 

means such areas as the President may by order declare to be Scheduled 

Areas. 

● The President may at any time by order direct that the whole or any 

specified part of a Scheduled Area shall cease to be a Scheduled Area or 

a part of such an area. 

● Presently, 10 States namely Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, 

Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, 

Rajasthan and Telangana have Fifth Schedule Areas. 

Criteria for Declaring Schedule Areas 

● The criteria followed for declaring an area as Scheduled Area are: 

○ Preponderance of tribal population; 

○ Compactness and reasonable size of the area; 

○ Under-developed nature of the area; and 

○ Marked disparity in economic standard of the people. 

Special Provisions for Fifth Schedule Areas 

● The Governor of each State having Scheduled Areas (SA) shall annually, 

or whenever so required by the President, make a report to the 

President regarding the administration of Scheduled Areas in that State. 

● The Union Government shall have executive powers to give directions to 

the States as to the administration of the Scheduled Areas. 
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● The Fifth Schedule provides for the establishment of a Tribes Advisory 

Council (TAC) in any State having Scheduled Areas. The TAC consists of 

not more than twenty members of whom, three-fourths shall be the 

representatives of the Scheduled Tribes in the Legislative Assembly of 

the State.  

● The TAC shall advise on such matters pertaining to the welfare and the 

advancement of the STs in the State as may be referred to them by the 

Governor. 

● The Governor may make rules prescribing or regulating the number of 

members of the Council, the mode of their appointment and the 

appointment of the Chairman of the Council and of the officers and 

servants thereof, the conduct of its meetings and its procedure in 

general; and all other incidental matters. 

 

State news 

Demands for Reservation in the State 
● Kudalasangama-based Panchamasali Mutt Seer Jagadguru Basava Jaya 

Mrityunjaya Swamy threatened to launch an agitation in Freedom Park, 

Bengaluru from October 1 if the state government fails to add the 

Panchamasali community under the 2A category before September as it 

promised.   

● The Centre has decided to restore the power of states to prepare a list of 

backward classes. 

● With the passage of the 127th Constitution Amendment Bill 2021 in Lok 

Sabha, the bill aims to clear a constitutional amendment that aims to 

restore the power of states to identify backward castes. 

● With this, the state government gets the power to provide reservation 

benefits to backward classes.  
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Karnataka plans to build 1400 check dams in Western Ghats 
● The Karnataka government plans to build 1400 check dams in the 

Western Ghats to store water, Minor Irrigation Minister J C 

Madhuswamy said on Monday. 

● Since it is a massive project, the Centre's assistance would help to 

complete it at the earliest, the Minister said.  

● Through these mini dams, the government planned to store water 

generated in the Western Ghats which currently goes to sea. 

● Besides, the state also sought money to provide piped water supply to 

individual households under the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM). 

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 

● Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to provide safe and adequate drinking 

water through individual household tap connections by 2024 to all 

households in rural India.  

● The programme will also implement source sustainability measures as 

mandatory elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey water 

management, water conservation, and rain water harvesting.  

● The Jal Jeevan Mission will be based on a community approach to water 

and will include extensive Information, Education and communication 

as a key component of the mission. JJM looks to create a jan andolan for 

water, thereby making it everyone’s priority. 
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11/08/2021 

Polity and Governance 

Lok Sabha clears Bill restoring States' rights to specify OBC 

groups 

 
● The Lok Sabha passed the Constitution 127th Amendment Bill, 2021 

with unanimous support from the House. 

● Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar stated 

that there was a need for a careful examination of the demand made by 

several Lok Sabha MPs to remove the 50% cap on reservations 

currently in place. 

● Replying to the debate on the Bill, the first such debate in an orderly 

manner in a session marked by three weeks of disruptions and 

adjournments, Dr. Kumar said the issue required a careful go over of 

legal and constitutional issues. 

Background 

● “In the Indra Sawhney case the court has observed that the limit can be 

increased beyond the 50% but only in certain special circumstances. 

The government is aware of the wishes of the members. 

Details 

● The Minister said the current Constitutional Amendment Bill was a 

historic legislation as 671 castes in the country would benefit from it 
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and restore the States’ rights to make their own list of OBCs and should 

be considered as the 105th Constitution Amendment Bill after being 

renumbered. 

● The Constitution 127th Amendment Bill, 2021 seeks to restore the 

power of State governments to identify Other Backward Classes that are 

socially and economically backward after a Supreme Court order in May 

2021 , which had empowered only the Central government for such 

identification.  

● The amendment was thought necessary because the SC in its order on 

Maratha reservations upheld the 102ndConstitutional Amendment Act 

that inserted Articles 338B and 342 A (with two clauses) after Article 

342 which said that the President of India, in consultation with 

governors would specify socially and economically backward classes, 

taking away the powers of state governments to do so. 

● There are demands to remove the 50% ceiling in reservation. States 

should be listened, make it legal for States to cross the 50% ceiling. 

 

Polity and Governance 

Parties get 48 hours to publish candidates' criminal records 

 

● The Supreme Court warned Parliament that the nation is losing patience 

with the advent of criminals in politics even as it imposed fines on major 

political parties, including the BJP and Congress, for covering up from 
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voters the criminal past of the candidates they had fielded in the Bihar 

Assembly polls last year. 

● The court had directed political parties to publish the criminal history, if 

any, of their election candidates on the homepage of their party 

websites under the caption ‘candidates with criminal antecedents’ 

within 48 hours of their selection. 

● The judgment based on a plea by advocate Brajesh Singh, said the 

Supreme Court’s repeated appeals to legislators to amend the law to 

weed out the criminals amidst them is not being heard. 

● The court said it did not take political parties much time to disobey its 

February 2020 judgment, which had directed them to prominently 

publish the criminal antecedents of their candidates in newspapers and 

on social media accounts, including Twitter and Facebook. 

● Eight months from the February judgment, in the run-up to the Bihar 

Assembly elections in October-November last year, these parties had 

already subverted the verdict by either publishing inadequate 

information about their candidates’ criminal antecedents or cleverly 

printing them in obscure newspapers. 

● The court imposed fines on the major political parties for subverting the 

February 2020 judgment.  

● In a series of directions to make the right of information of a voter 

“more effective and meaningful”, the court further ordered the Election 

Commission of India to launch a dedicated mobile app for voters to get 

details of the criminal history of the candidates at the touch of a button.  

● The Commission should also form a separate cell to monitor political 

parties on their compliance with the court’s judgment. 

● In fact, Justice Nariman reasoned that publishing the details of their 

candidates may even benefit the parties in the Indian scenario where 

political vendettas were a reality. 
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Governance 

Scheme for Beggars 
● The information abou scheme for Beggars was given by The Minister of 

State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri. A. Narayanaswamy in 

the Lok Sabha. 

● The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated a 

scheme “SMILE - Support for Marginalized Individuals for Livelihood 

and Enterprise”, which includes sub scheme - ‘Central Sector Scheme for 

Comprehensive Rehabilitation of persons engaged in the act of Begging’. 

● The focus of the scheme is on rehabilitation, provision of medical 

facilities, counselling, basic documentation, education, skill 

development, economic linkages of the persons found to be engaged in 

begging. 

● The Ministry has released an amount of Rs. 1.50 crore to National 

Backward Classes Finance & Development Corporation (NBCFDC) for 

conducting skill development programmes for the persons engaged in 

begging. So far, 514 persons engaged in Begging have been provided 

skill development training. 

 

Governance 

National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) 
● This information about NMEEE was given by Shri R.K. Singh, Union 

Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy in a written reply in 

Rajya Sabha. 

● National Mission for Enhanced Energy Efficiency (NMEEE) consists of 

four initiatives to enhance energy efficiency in energy intensive 

industries which are as follows: 

● Perform, Achieve and Trade (PAT) scheme aims at reducing Specific 

Energy Consumption (SEC) i.e. energy use per unit of production for 

Designated Consumers (DCs) in energy intensive sectors, with an 

associated market mechanism to enhance the cost effectiveness through 

certification of excess energy saving which can be traded.  
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● Market Transformation for Energy Efficiency (MTEE) aims to accelerate 

the shift to energy efficient appliances in designated sectors through 

incentives and innovative business models.  

● Energy Efficiency Financing Platform (EEFP) was launched to provide a 

platform to interact with Financial Institutions (FIs) and project 

developers for implementation of energy efficiency projects.  

● Framework for Energy Efficient Economic Development (FEEED) was  

designed for development of fiscal instruments to promote energy 

efficiency. The objective was to provide comfort to concerned 

stakeholders through implementation of Energy Efficiency schemes 

such as Partial Risk Sharing Facility (PRSF) to provide partial credit 

guarantees to cover a share of the default risk that participating 

financial institutions face in extending loans to eligible Energy Efficiency 

sub-projects.  

 

Governance  

World Lion Day 
● The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has greeted all those 

passionate about lion conservation on World Lion Day observed on 

August 10 of every year. 

● Lions, listed as "vulnerable" on the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature's Red List of Threatened Species, have lost a vast majority of 

their habitat -- and resultantly their population -- primarily because of 

conflict with humans, poaching, and trophy hunting. 

● Their population has increased steadily in India, especially in Gir forest 

– the only wild population of lions outside Africa. 

● The Asiatic lions of India are a distant cousin of the much bigger African 

lions. Historically, they have roamed from Gir forest in Gujarat to the 

Indo-Gangetic plains in Bihar. But their population decreased over the 

years. 

● After seeing a decline for some time, the Asiatic lion population has 

increased steadily in Gujarat's Gir forest and the larger Saurashtra 

protected region. Their population has gone up from 523 in 2015 to 674 

in 2020. 
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Governance 

Draft Indian Ports Bill 2021 
● The present draft Indian Ports Bill, 2021 was circulated on 10th June, 

2021 for stakeholders’ comments, prior to the 18th meeting of Maritime 

States Development Council (MSDC) scheduled on 24th June 2021.  

● The proposed legislation is still under consultative stage. 

● The draft Indian Ports Bill, 2021 proposes to leave the management and 

administration of the major ports to the Board of Major Port Authority 

for each port, constituted by the Major Ports Authorities Act, 2021 and 

to State Maritime Boards for the management and administration of all 

non-major ports in each State/UT.  

● This is clearly reflected in the clauses of the draft Indian Ports Bill, 2021 

which require every coastal State and Union Territory to constitute a 

State Maritime Board, if it does not already exist through State statutes 

and, which empower the said State Maritime Boards with uniform 

powers and functions including planning, development, supervisory, 

administrative and adjudicatory powers and functions. 

 

State news 

100% waste collection in 98% wards of ULBs, Karnataka 

government tells NGT 

● The Karnataka government has informed the National Green Tribunal 

(NGT) that out of 6,902 wards in the urban local bodies (ULBs) in the 

state, 98 percent wards have achieved 100 percent door-to-door 

collection of waste while 78 percent wards have achieved 100 percent 

source segregation. 

● A total of 313 urban local bodies with 6,902 wards having 2.36 core 

population in the state generate 11,085 tonnes of municipal solid waste 

per day, including wet and dry waste. In this, 10,662 tonnes of waste is 

being collected every day, the state informed the Green Bench. 
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● Earlier, the Tribunal had asked all the states, including Karnataka, to 

submit details about the implementation of solid, plastic, biomedical 

waste management rules in urban local bodies and gram panchayats. 

● A total of 5,876 tonnes of waste is being processed generating 672 

tonnes of city compost and 158.16 cubic meter biogas. Efforts are being 

taken to sell the city compost through the Agriculture Department, the 

state said in the affidavit. 

● The government also announced plans to establish two waste to energy 

plants to handle 800-tonne non-recycled combustible dry waste in the 

state with one jointly by BBMP and KPCL and another by NTPC. 

National Green Tribunal  

● The National Green Tribunal has been established in 2010 under the 

National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal 

of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of 

forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal 

right relating to environment and giving relief and compensation for 

damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith 

or incidental thereto.  

● It draws inspiration from India's constitutional provision of 

(Constitution of India/Part III) Article 21 Protection of life and personal 

liberty, which assures the citizens of India the right to a healthy 

environment. 

● The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the 

Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of 

natural justice. 
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Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav: Karnataka Coast Guard holds 

walkathon 
● The Coast Guard District Headquarters (Karnataka) organised a 

walkathon in order to commemorate India's 75 years of Independence 

with a theme “Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav”.  

● A target of 75,000 steps for "Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav" should be one 

such event in which the spirit of freedom struggle, tribute to the martyrs 

and their pledge to create India could be experienced. 

● The significance of the event is to emphasise on India's glorious history 

and showcase India's development since Independence and to 

encourage people to remain healthy and fit by including physical 

activities and sports in their daily lives. 

 

Coffee planters demand scrapping of SARFAESI Act 
● The government should scrap the Securitisation and Reconstruction of 

Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 

as it is detrimental to farmers, said the Taluk Coffee Planters’ 

Association. 

● Commercial banks have been using SARFAESI Act to recover the loans 

from farmers. 

● The commercial banks serve an intimation letter after 60 days of the 

due date of agricultural loan repayment. Later, without giving any 

notice, they can auction the properties belonging to the farmers. This 

will bring the families of farmers to the streets. 

● There is a nexus between the land mafia, banks and the middlemen. In 

the auction, the agricultural lands will be purchased at a low price and 

will be converted for other commercial purposes.  

● As a result, there will be not enough agricultural produce, further 

resulting in scarcity of food. 

● Further the growers have experienced losses due to natural calamities 

and Covid-19. 
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Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 

Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 

● The act empowers banks and other financial institutions to recover 

their non-performing asset (NPA) loan dues without the intervention of 

the Court.  

● SARFAESI Act India empowers the Bank to: 

○ To issue notices under the act to the borrower.   

○ Recall the entire loan advance.               

○ Bring pledged assets to auction. 

● If the borrower fails to comply with the notice, the Bank may take 

recourse as follows: 

○ Take possession of the asset pledged (Agricultural property is 

exempt). 

○ Sell or lease or assign the right of the asset pledged.                       
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12/08/2021 

Polity and Governance 

Fill consumer disputes panel vacancies in eight weeks: SC 
● The Supreme Court gave the Centre and the States eight weeks to fill up 

the vacancies in the consumer disputes redressal commissions. 

● The Bench asked the Centre to conduct a comprehensive “legislative 

impact study” on the Consumer Protection Act of 2019. 

● The court asked if the governments, both at the Centre and in the States, 

had deliberately kept the vacancies pending to dissuade people from 

filing complaints. 

● All vacancies to be filled up by States, Union Territories within a 

maximum eight weeks, SC ordered. 

Consumer Protection Act of 2019 

● It repeals and replaces the Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 

○ An Act to provide for protection of the interests of consumers and 

for the said purpose, to establish authorities for timely and 

effective administration and settlement of consumers' disputes 

and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. 
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Economy 

Centre to soon free up untapped space in SEZs 
● The government will soon free up unused built-up area worth about 

₹30,000 crore and idle land inside Special Economic Zones (SEZs) for 

other economic activity. 

● The move to free up unutilised land parcels is part of a simpler 

regulatory regime that the government is ringing in for SEZs. 

○ SEZs account for about 30% of India’s exports. 

● Government is going to ease up the process for denotification of that 

land as there’s a lot of space within SEZs, including land that is free. That 

land will be used for some industrial purposes, we will allow SEZ land to 

be hived out. 

Import monitoring cell  

● An import monitoring cell had been set up this month to track any 

spurts in an item’s inflows and flag it to the concerned ministries. 

● These can be potential areas for manufacturing within the country. 

Restructuring exercise 

● The ministry has also kicked off a restructuring exercise for the 

Directorate General of Foreign Trade. “They should actually become a 

trade promotion organisation from an incentive-distribution one.  

Export incentives 

● The government will remit about ₹50,000 crore of pending export 

benefits over a two-year period. 

● The government would also notify the RoDTEP scheme rates awaited by 

exporters. 

● The old schemes like MEIS, SEIS were WTO non-compliant. 
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Economy 

India Inc should increase its appetite for risk 
● Mr. Modi addressed the annual session of the Confederation of Indian 

Industries (CII). 

● Calling on India Inc to strengthen its partnership with the government 

to build “brand India”, the Prime Minister asked industry to increase its 

risk-taking appetite and step up investments, especially in research and 

development. 

● To achieve Atmanirbhar Bharat, industries  need to adopt new and 

difficult routes. The country has lots of expectations from the industry 

to increase the rate of investment and employment in India.” 

● He added that for a self-reliant India, investments in R&D need to 

increase manifold, which is not possible with government efforts alone.  

● For the success of Atmanirbhar Bharat, a big responsibility rests on 

Indian industries.There is a need for partnership with industry for this. 

The aim is to make brand India a strong brand for that we need to 

strengthen our partnership. 

● India should adopt a five-pronged approach, including  

○ Augmenting design and innovation capability,  

○ Establishing end-to-end value chains,  

○ Participation in global agendas for climate action,  

○ Reducing cost of doing business, and  

○ Focus on indigenous research, innovation and IPR (intellectual 

property rights). 

● There is a need to increase financing capabilities to realise the dream of 

high growth. An atma nirbhar (self-reliant) Bharat needs an atma 

nirbhar financial sector. The markets should be well-regulated but free 

to operate. 

● India has to work towards enhancing technological capabilities in areas 

such as electronics and 5G, developing a skill ecosystem and creating 

protocols and partnerships with countries for cooperation in 

technology, “so that the decade belongs to India in the technological 

sectors”. 
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Governance 

Kaziranga guards equipped with satellite phones 

 

● Kaziranga has become the first National Park in India to have been 

equipped with satellite phones. 

● The State’s Chief Secretary, Jishnu Barua, handed over 10 such phones 

to the Kaziranga forest personnel. 

● The satellite phones will be used in pockets of the park’s six ranges with 

no wireless or poor mobile connectivity. 

● Kaziranga has become the first in the country to use satellite phones, 

which are generally used by the law-enforcing agencies.  

● The satellite phones will give an edge to the forest personnel over the 

poachers and also during emergencies like floods. 

● The public is barred from using satellite phones in India. 

● The Assam State Disaster Management Authority had procured the 10 

satellite phones for Kaziranga at an estimated cost of Rs 16 lakh. The 

park authorities will bear the monthly expenses for the service provided 

by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd. 
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‘Atmanirbhar Narishakti se Samvad’ 
● Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will participate in ‘Atmanirbhar 

Narishakti se Samvad’ and interact with women Self Help Group (SHG) 

members/community resource persons promoted under the Deendayal 

Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) on 

12th August 2021. 

● During the event, a compendium of success stories of women SHG 

members from all across the country, along with a handbook on 

universalization of farm livelihoods will also be released by the Prime 

Minister.  

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission 

(DAY-NRLM) 

● DAY-NRLM aims at mobilizing rural poor households into Self Help 

Groups (SHGs) in a phased manner and provide them long-term support 

to diversify their livelihoods, improve their incomes and quality of life.  

● Most of Mission’s interventions are being implemented and scaled up by 

the SHG women themselves who are trained as community resource 

persons (CRPs) – Krishi Sakhis, Pashu Sakhis, Bank Sakhis, Bima Sakhis, 

Banking Correspondent Sakhis etc.  

● The Mission is also working on empowering the SHG women through 

awareness generation and behaviour change communication on issues 

like domestic violence, women’s education and other gender related 

concerns, nutrition, sanitation, health etc. 

 

 

LS adjourned two days ahead of schedule, sees 22% 

productivity 
● As the Lok Sabha was adjourned sine die o, Speaker Om Birla expressed 

pain over the repeated disruptions that allowed only 21 hours of 

functioning and 22 per cent productivity of the House in the monsoon 

session. 

● Zero Hour – time allotted to individual members to raise important 

issues – was most affected and Question Hour too witnessed disruptions 

on most of the days. 
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Adjournment sine die 

● Termination of a sitting of the House without any definite date being 

fixed for the next sitting. This is different from adjournment which 

terminates a sitting of the house for a specified time. 

● The presiding officer has the power of adjournment and adjournment 

sine die. 

 

 

State news 

Karnataka faces Zika virus scare too from Kerala, Maharashtra 
● Even as Karnataka is struggling with Covid, the state Commissionerate 

of Health and Family Welfare Services stressed the need for prevention 

and control of Zika Virus Disease (ZVD) in the state. 

● Considerable number of cases being reported from Kerala and one case 

reported from Maharashtra indicates that the vector control measures 

should be intensified in Karnataka, with special focus in the districts 

bordering Kerala, and Maharashtra, and in Bengaluru city. 

● Issuing necessary instructions to all districts, the department has sought 

daily reports mandatorily to monitor the situation in the state. 

● Travel history to affected areas or visits of the guests from affected 

areas may also be considered for suspecting the ZVD. 

Zika virus 

● Transmitted by Aedes aegypti, the same mosquito which transmits both 

dengue and chikungunya, ZVD presents symptoms of fever, rashes, 

conjunctivitis, joint pain etc. 

● Zika can be passed from a pregnant woman to her fetus. Infection 

during pregnancy can cause certain birth defects. 

● There have also been increased reports of Guillain-Barré syndrome, an 

uncommon sickness of the nervous system, in areas affected by Zika. 

● There is no vaccine or medicine for Zika. 
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Karnataka govt brings in major changes in diploma courses 

under NEP 
● Announcing admission to various diploma courses under technical 

education, the Karnataka government has made several changes in the 

admission and academic activities. 

● As per the new changes, the students will get an option to exit after 

completion of the first-year diploma course with a certificate in hand.  

● Keeping in mind the declining trend in admission to diploma courses 

across Karnataka and limited job opportunities, the Higher Education 

Department has implemented National Education Policy (NEP) in 

Diploma Education from the current academic year.  

● After one year if a student wishes to exit, a certificate will be provided 

which will be associated with National Skill Qualification Framework 

(NSQF) level 1 and if students exit after the second year, they will be 

given certificates associated with NSQF level 3 which will help students 

in getting jobs. 

● To make diploma courses more attractive and industry-oriented, the 

department has revamped the entire curriculum with the help of 

industry leaders. 

● Along with 33 existing traditional courses, the department has 

introduced eight new courses including Robotics, Cybersecurity, Food 

processing, Alternative Energy Technology etc. 

 

Covid-19 lockdowns left kids with speech disorders 
● A surge in cases of children having speech development problems and 

behavioural changes due to lockdowns in the past one-and-a-half-years 

has resulted in a spurt in special helplines with child psychologists, 

behavioural, occupational and speech therapists dealing with such 

problems. 

● Doctors are currently seeing children born around 2018-19 and aged 

between two years and two-and-a-half-years, who are still unable to 

speak even a few words properly in the absence of peers to 

communicate with. 
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● Instead, they sound like cartoon characters having been exposed only to 

gadgets instead of other children at daycare, nannies or grandparents. 

● Serious implications like sleep disturbance, irritability, and 

stubbornness because of increase in screen time has been seen. 

● Physical interaction and socialisation are essential for a child’s sensory, 

speech and social development. Due to online classes, personal touch 

with teachers is also absent 
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13/08/2021 

Disaster Management 

Landslides in Himachal Pradesh raise concerns if they are part 

of a larger climate shift 
● A bus accident killed at least 10 people following a landslide in Kinnaur, 

Himachal Pradesh (HP). It was the second landslip this month, raising 

concerns if they are part of a larger climate shift. 

 

How vulnerable is Himachal Pradesh? 

● The mountainous terrain of Himachal Pradesh means that erosion and 

geological forces will always be at work making the region particularly 

prone to natural disaster. ‘÷÷ 

○ According to a report by the Centre for Science and Environment 

over the last three months at least 200 have lost their lives to 

natural disasters. 

● Deforestation, landslips, land degradation, desertification and Glacier 

Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) are some of the common but critical 

environmental issues in the Himalayan regions.  

● The major challenges currently faced by the Himalayan environment are 

the escalation of such issues through atmospheric as well as man-made 

interferences. 

● Himachal Pradesh, though a small Himalayan State, is nevertheless 

playing a very crucial role in sustaining the livelihoods of downstream 

areas. The conservation, sustenance of these ecologically fragile regions 

is the biggest challenge being faced at the moment. 
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Role of climate change in landslides 

● Attributing single events to climate change is hard because the latter 

refers to a broader shift in the average weather over a region.  

● The most recent report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) while pointing out that a global rise of 1.5 C (from pre-

Industrial times) was inevitable in the next two decades, it also 

references studies that show rising temperatures would lead to 

increased glacier melt as well as snowlines (the portion of mountain 

tops that are perennially snowy) rising higher. 

● This ties into forecasts of extreme events being on the rise — that is 

longer, more intense bouts of droughts as well as short, intense spells of 

rain.  

● This implies that activities such as road-building, heavy-concrete 

constructions at higher elevation are all at increased risk at being 

besieged by natural disasters and will have knock-off effects on people 

and their habitations. 

 

Impacts of climate change manifested in Himachal Pradesh 

● The environment report has already noted such effects. The 

temperature in the NW Himalayan Region has risen by 1.6°C in the last 

century.  

● The warming rate of Shimla was higher during 1991-2002 as compared 

to earlier decades. About 17% decrease in rainfall in Shimla was 

observed from 1996 onwards. The decreasing trend in seasonal 

snowfall in Shimla has been very conspicuous since 1990 and it was 

lowest in 2009. 

● Monsoon discharge in Beas River has shown a significant decrease. 

Winter discharge in River Chenab too has shown a significant increase. 

● Satluj is showing an increasing trend in winter and spring discharge. 

● The quality of apples, a major crop, has been affected and cultivation has 

shifted upwards.  

● Areas that traditionally grew apples are being diverted to vegetables 

due to rising temperature. Incidence of pest and disease had also 

increased. 
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Disaster Management 

Odisha to map coastal stretches vulnerable to tidal surges 
● The Odisha government has directed engineers of its Water Resources 

Department to prepare an action plan for the coastal stretches of the 

State, which are highly vulnerable to storm surges. 

● The State plans to raise saline and flood embankments along the coast 

to prevent tidal surges from inundating human habitations.  

● As there is every possibility of increased frequency and intensity of the 

cyclones in the future, raising and strengthening embankments has 

become vital. 

● Raising the height of the embankments would save people from tidal 

surges and inundation in future. 

Vulnerability of Odisha 

● Odisha is the sixth most cyclone prone area of the world.  

● With around 480 km of India’s coastline, Odisha faces around 35% of 

cyclonic storms along with tidal surges.  

● There are also flat terrains with fertile agricultural land with a dense 

population adjacent to the coastline. 

● In the last ten years, Odisha has faced seven very severe to extremely 

severe cyclones. The coastal belt witnessed tidal surges of 3.5 metres to 

4.5 metres during cyclones, thereby causing large-scale saline 

inundation. 

● According to a report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC), the port town of Paradip in Odisha is among 12 Indian 

coastal towns that are at a greater risk of being submerged by a rise in 

sea levels. 

Recommendations  

● Development Commissioner Pradeep Kumar Jena asked for a scientific 

assessment of coastal geo-physical features for locating areas where an 

engineering intervention could be a solution. 

● It also emphasised the need for creating robust structures to save 

people as well as agriculture from tidal surges. 
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S&T 

GSLV-F10 fails to launch earth observation satellite into 

intended orbit 
● Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), the national space agency 

could not accomplish the mission to launch earth observation satellite 

EOS-03 into the intended orbit due to a technical anomaly which 

prevented the ignition of the GSLV-F10 rocket’s cryogenic upper stage. 

● The performance of the first and second stages was normal. However, 

cryogenic upper stage ignition did not happen due to a technical 

anomaly.  

EOS-03 

● EOS-03 is a powerful earth observation satellite that was supposed to 

help in near real-time monitoring of the Indian landmass. 

● EOS-03, intended to be positioned in the geostationary transfer orbit 

initially, was supposed to reach the final geostationary orbit.  

● It was expected to provide near real-time imaging of a large area of 

interest at frequent intervals, which could be used for quick monitoring 

of natural disasters, episodic events and any short-term events.  

● The mission life of the satellite was 10 years. 

GSLV-F10 

● GSLV-F10 was ISRO’s eighth flight with indigenous cryo, 14th GSLV 

flight and 79th launch from Sriharikota. 

● A 4-metre diameter Ogive-shaped payload fairing was flown for the first 

time in this GSLV flight. 

● While the first stage of the GSLV is solid fuel, the second is liquid fuel 

and the third the cryogenic engine. 

 

India, Saudi Arabia begin maiden naval exercise 

● Maiden bilateral naval exercise ‘AL – Mohed AL – Hindi’ between India 

and Saudi Arabia got under way on Thursday, the Navy said. 

● On the operational front, gearing up for the maiden bilateral exercise 

‘AL – Mohed AL – Hindi’, the Indian Navy team met with counterparts of 

the Royal Saudi Navy for a co-ordinating conference at King Abdulaziz 

Naval base in Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia. 
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● For deeper understanding of each other’s operational practices, lectures 

by subject matter experts from both navies were also held. 

 

Renewable Energy: How India Is Faring 

 
● The Indian renewable energy sector is the fourth most attractive 

renewable energy market in the world.  

● India was ranked fifth in wind power, fifth in solar power and fourth in 

renewable power installed capacity, as of 2019. 

● The total installed renewable energy capacity in India, excluding large 

hydro, has crossed the milestone of 100GW, of which 50 GW is under 

installation and 27 GW is under tendering. 

● India has also enhanced its ambition to install 450GW of renewable 

energy capacity by 2030. 
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Governance 

Fit India Freedom Runs 2.0  
● Union Minister of Youth Affairs & Sports Shri Anurag Singh Thakur and 

Minister of State for Youth Affairs & Sports on August 13th launched the 

nationwide programme of Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 as part of Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav which celebrates 75 years on India’s Independence.  

● The Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 was launched to celebrate the Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav and to encourage the youth of the nation to take up 

fitness.  

● The run is being organized at 75 iconic locations across the country, 

who will further take it to 75 villages in nearly 750 districts of the 

nation and promote the Fitness ki Doze, AadhaGhunta Roz campaign.  

● Each week Fit India Freedom Run is being held in 75 districts and at 75 

villages in each district till 2nd October 2021.  

● The aim of the campaign is to encourage people to take up fitness 

activities such as running and sports in their daily life. 

● The key activities of Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 include pledge, 

rendering of the National Anthem,Freedom Run, cultural functions at 

venues, awareness among Youth Volunteers to participate and also 

organize similar Freedom Runs in their villages. 

 

 

Delhi government’s ‘faceless’ transport initiative 
● The Delhi government has launched an ambitious “faceless” initiative by 

locking down four Regional Transport Offices (RTO), the one-stop 

destination for all transport department services ranging from driving 

licences to transfer of ownership of vehicles. 

● The RTO offices, where crucial transport-related services are offered, 

had over the years turned into dens of corruption as the nexus of 

middlemen and officials covered everything, ranging from issuance of 

learner’s licenses to change of address in registration certificates (RC).  

● The “faceless services” scheme seeks to eliminate any scope of 

corruption by ending the need for people to visit the RTOs. 
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How will it work? 

● Aadhaar-based verification will be relied upon in dispensing the 

services online. A separate provision for those not having or willing to 

share their Aadhaar details has also been kept.  

● For example, an applicant for a learner’s licence will have to file an 

online application using an Aadhaar number by visiting the portal – 

transport.delhi.gov.in.  

● Upon entering the Aadhaar number, an OTP will be sent to the Aadhaar-

linked mobile number of the applicant. The verification of the 

documents will be done automatically as the application developed by 

the government will draw details from the central Aadhaar database.  

● There will be separate provisions for making payments and making 

digital signatures. In case of learner’s license, e-licenses will be issued 

instantly after taking the test online. 

 

State news 

Karnataka to observe 'Krantiveera' Sangolli Rayanna's birth, 

martyrdom 
● The BJP government in Karnataka decided to organise official events to 

mark the birth of 18th Century freedom fighter 'Krantiveera' Sangolli 

Rayanna on August 15 and his martyrdom on January 26 in Bengaluru 

and across the state. 

● In a circular, the protocol wing of the Department of Personnel & 

Administrative Reforms (DPAR) directed officials to hold events on both 

days to "pay respects" to Rayanna.  

● Born 1798, Rayanna was the army chief of the erstwhile Kittur kingdom 

ruled by Rani Chennamma and fought against the British who hanged 

him from a banyan tree near Nandagad in Belagavi district in 1831.  

● Bengaluru's railway station is named after Rayanna. 

● In recent years, Rayanna has been projected as an icon of the Kuruba 

community, which is considered to be the dominant of all backward 

castes making up an estimated 6% of the population.  
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Open new branches, govt tells banks to improve SDG score 
● The government has asked banks to consider opening new outlets in 

order to improve the density of branches, which is an indicator of 

“decent work and economic growth,” one of the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs).  

● Karnataka’s score on the number of functional branches of commercial 

banks per one lakh population has decreased for two years in a row, 

according to the SDG India Index. 

● In 2019-20, the state had 19.67 banking outlets for one lakh people. 

This dropped to 16.69 last year.  

● A study commissioned by the government to understand the ground 

situation revealed that the density of bank branches in the state was 

17.21 per lakh population, still lower than the SDG target of 31.26.  

● The state’s coverage of business correspondents (there are 8,916 of 

them) and brick-and-mortar branches was good.  

● However, due to the amalgamation of bank branches, the 5-km radius of 

a village within which banking services have to be provided has been 

exceeded in a few cases. Banks have been told to rectify this within a 

month 

● According to the district-wise comparative study done by the SLBC, 

Udupi has the highest number of commercial bank branches per lakh 

population at 31.85. This is followed by Dakshina Kannada (28.19) and 

Kodagu (28.13). 

● Bengaluru Urban, the most populous district, has 26.73 bank branches 

for every one lakh people.    

 

Karnataka far from natural immunity against Covid-19: Sero-

survey 
● Karnataka was far from attaining natural immunity against the SARS-

CoV-2 virus in January 2021, and hence must step up vaccination 

coverage and enforce public health measures to prevent the spread of 

Covid-19, concluded the second serosurvey done in January-February 

2021. 
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● The study found antibodies in 15.6 per cent of the population and active 

Covid infection in just 0.5 per cent.  

● Statewide infection fatality rate (IFR) was estimated as 0.11 per cent, 

and Covid-19 burden estimated between 26.1 to 37.7 per cent. 

● The study of 41,228 participants across 290 healthcare facilities in all 

30 districts of Karnataka was done among three groups of participants 

(low, moderate, and high risk). 

● The study found lower levels of IgG seroprevalence (antibodies), mostly 

due to antibody waning. We found near zero prevalence of active cases 

during mid-February 2021.  

● Karnataka was far from attaining population levels of immunity during 

the survey. 

● Also There was a subsequent surge seen in Karnataka due to a mix of 

alpha, and delta (variants) which was picking up speed in April, and a 

large susceptible population were infected. 
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14/08/2021 

Environment and Ecology 

Centre allows import of GM soymeal to support poultry 

industry 
● The Centre has decided to allow the import of crushed genetically 

modified soybean, which is a major ingredient of poultry feed.  

● However, environmental activists have raised concerns about the 

permission given for something derived from a genetically modified 

plant to enter the human food chain, given that India’s regulatory 

system has yet to approve GM foods. 

Details 

● The poultry industry has been crushed by multiple disasters over the 

last year and a half.  

● In January 2020, a false rumour that coronavirus could be spread by 

eating chicken meat led to a crash in demand.  

● A year later, avian flu cases led to another crash, followed by a crippling 

rise in the prices of poultry feed.  

● With farmers facing fresh losses and a reduction in capacity, chicken 

prices for the retail consumer have also spiked. 

● Poultry feed makes up 65% of the cost of production for the farmer.  

● Soy meal [which is left over after oil is extracted from the bean] is the 

main protein ingredient in the feed, especially for broilers.  

● Over the last three to four years, soy meal has been available at an 

average cost of ₹34 to 36/kg. This month, it shot up to ₹96/kg. That 

kind of price spike is unsustainable. 

● The poultry industry has been lobbying for the import of soymeal to tide 

over domestic shortages and tame prices, but have been stymied by the 

grey area of regulation regarding genetically modified ingredients, given 

that most imported meal comes from GM beans. 

Issue 

● Concerns have been raised by the Environmental activists about the 

public being subjected to the hazards of this genetically engineered feed 

affecting the human food chain. 



 
 

             CREDENCE IAS 
                                          “A RESULT DRIVEN TRAINING CENTRE THAT DELIVERS WHAT IT PROMISES” 

 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Rare turtles rescued in Maharashtra return to Assam 

 

● Sixty-three endangered turtles rescued in Maharashtra reached their 

native habitat in Assam. 

● The turtles belong to five species, including the spotted pond turtle and 

the crowned river turtle marked as endangered in the Red List of the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature. 

● The turtles were housed in interim facilities of the Indian Herpetological 

Society and Resq Charitable Trust in Pune, after they were rescued from 

poachers and illegal sellers by Maharashtra wildlife officials. The 

conditions were not suitable for these turtles away from their native 

habitat. 

Turtle Survival Alliance’s (TSA) India programme 

● Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA) India is dedicated towards conserving 

non-marine chelonians, crocodilians and cetaceans, and functions as a 

field program of WCS-India through five field-based projects across the 

country in the Ganges and Brahmaputra River systems. 

● The extirpation of turtle populations in many regions of Asia has been 

driven by increased market demand for turtles as food, traditional 

medicine, or pets, resulting in unprecedented trade and trafficking of 

wild turtle populations.  
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● The WCS-TSA-India team has been supporting the Forest Department to 

effectively address the challenges by employing a suite of conservation 

actions including ex-situ measures, and capacity building of 

enforcement agencies to minimize illegal turtle trade. 

 

Environment and Ecology 

Vehicles Scrappage Policy launched 
● The policy will help phase out unfit and polluting vehicles in an 

environment-friendly manner. The vehicles will not just be scrapped by 

their age but also if they are found to be unfit in automated testing. 

● The launch of Vehicle Scrappage Policy today is a significant milestone 

in India’s development journey.  

● Vehicle scrapping will help phase out unfit and polluting vehicles in an 

environment-friendly manner. Our aim is to create a viable circular 

economy and bring value for all stakeholders while being 

environmentally responsible 

Details 

● The scrappage policy will come into effect immediately after the 

registration period of a vehicle is over; it would then have to undergo a 

mandatory fitness test.  

● As per motor vehicle laws in the country, a passenger vehicle has a life 

of 15 years and commercial vehicles have a lifespan of a decade.  

● Vehicles plying on the roads beyond these durations are considered to 

pollute the environment at a greater pace compared to newer cars. They 

are likely to feature old technology, making them unsafe for usage on 

roads. The vehicles also consume more fuel compared to newer 

vehicles.  

● The policy will help individuals dump their old vehicles systematically 

and even offer incentives. 

● The objective of the Vehicle Scrappage Policy is simply to phase out and 

recycle old vehicles through a systematic process. The ultimate goal of 

the policy is to reduce environmental pollution caused by old vehicles 

that have surpassed their lifecycle and run without a valid fitness 

certificate. 
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‘Operation Blue Freedom – Land World Record at Siachen 

Glacier’ 
● People with disabilities from across the country will undertake an 

expedition till Siachen Glacier to create a new World Record for the 

largest team of people with disabilities to reach the world’s highest 

battlefield.  

● Recently, The Government of India has permitted a team of people with 

disabilities to scale Siachen Glacier. The team of people with disabilities 

trained by ‘Team CLAW’ a team of Armed Forces veterans.  

● The selected people with disabilities from across the country will 

undertake an expedition till Kumar Post (Siachen Glacier) to create a 

new World Record for the largest team of people with disabilities to 

reach the world’s highest battlefield. 

● The successful execution of this pioneering expedition, ‘Operation Blue 

Freedom’, shall firmly place India on the global stage as a leader in 

empowering Divyangjan to set a benchmark for other nations to 

emulate.  

 

Governance 

Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) 
● The Union Minister of Commerce & Industry Shri Piyush Goyal today 

chaired a meeting for the review of the Open Network for Digital 

Commerce (ONDC) initiative of DPIIT.  

● Open Network for Digital Commerce christened ONDC is globally first-

of-its-kind initiative that aims to democratise Digital Commerce, moving 

it from a platform-centric model to an open-network.  

● As UPI is to the digital payment domain, ONDC is to  e-commerce in 

India.  

● ONDC will enable buyers and sellers to be digitally visible and transact 

through an open network. no matter what platform/application they 

use.  
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● ONDC will empower merchants and consumers by breaking silos to 

form a single network to drive innovation and scale, transforming all 

businesses from retail goods, food to mobility. 

● ONDC shall take all measures to ensure confidentiality & privacy of data 

in the network 

○ ONDC shall not mandate sharing of any transaction-level data by 

participants  with ONDC. 

○ ONDC will work with its participants to publish anonymised 

aggregate metrics on network performance without 

compromising on confidentiality and privacy. 

○ ONDC will be compliant with the Information Technology Act, 

2000 and designed for compliance with the emerging Personal 

Data Protection Bill. 

 

Governance 

MoHUA launches one brand -‘SonChiraiya’ 
● The Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, launched 

‘SonChiraiya’ – (A brand and logo)- for marketing of urban Self-Help 

Group (SHG) products.  

● This initiative will help women to become financially empowered and 

live a dignified life. 

● DAY-NULM, under the aegis of MoHUA, has focussed on equipping the 

urban poor women with adequate skills and opportunities, and to 

enable them to promote sustainable micro enterprises.  

● It mobilises women from urban poor households into SHGs and their 

federations to create a support system for these women.  

● Many of these SHGs are engaged in livelihood activities, producing 

goods such as handicrafts, textiles, toys, eatables and so on.  

● This initiative will certainly prove as a step towards increased visibility 

and global access for the products made by urban SHG women.  

● The Ministry expects to link many more such SHG members, with a 

variety of professionally packaged, hand-crafted ethnic products, 

reaching the doorsteps of the customers globally. 
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State news 

Western Ghats will lose 33% biodiversity by 2050 due to 

climate change 
● The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report recently issued 

a grim warning to the world. 

● According to two scientists who were part of the team that wrote the 

latest UN climate change report, climate change will wreak havoc in 

north-eastern parts of the Karnataka as well as the districts housing the 

Western Ghats as high-intensity rain in short duration will overwhelm 

the existing systems of precipitation and run-off channels within the 

next 30 years. 

● The models for Karnataka show that it was imperative for the state 

government to ensure every single development project takes into 

consideration the potential long-term climate impact. 

● There was concern raised that even when we commit to the COP-25 

agreement and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, the changes that will 

occur in the next 20 to 30 years are disastrous. Because the change is 

not enough to reduce the damage. 

● At the state level, Karnataka has much to lose from the extreme weather 

phenomena.  

● About 33 per cent of the biodiversity of the Western Ghats will be lost 

by 2050 due to extreme weather. This is irreversible.  

● As part of this change, the forests will change from evergreen to 

deciduous and dry deciduous. 

● However, it is the arid regions of Belagavi, Vijayapura, Kalaburagi and 

Bagalkot which will witness the largest disasters.  

● The geographical formations, starting from the time of the soil, will not 

be able to handle the intense downpour that occurs in a short duration. 

This will be followed by prolonged drought which will prevail for years 

together. 

● The CO2 level in the atmosphere was this high 2 million years ago. The 

temperature has already gone up by 1.1 degrees Celsius. The planet was 

warm like this for a brief duration around 6,000 years ago. 
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● Despite the warnings, the Centre allocates about Rs 20 lakh once in two 

or three years. This is the time the government should step up. People 

should ensure the state leaders do not touch forests. 

 

CM Bommai initiates work on Jalasiri water project 
● Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai virtually launched work on Jalasiri 

water project, which envisages to supply water 24X7 to Mangaluru City 

Corporation (MCC) limits. 

● The water supply project is being implemented through KUIDFC with 

ADB funds. 

Jalasiri water project 

● The Jalasiri project is being implemented under the Karnataka 

Integrated Water Management Investment Programme (KIWMIP) 

which aims at strengthening the distribution system and providing 24 X 

7 water supply. 

● The project envisages supplying water to 60 wards in Mangaluru city 

24/7. 

 

Independence Day: When Karnataka's 'sheroes' led the way 
● India is celebrating its 75th Independence Day this year, a fact that 

likely would not have been possible were it not for the sacrifice of tens 

of thousands of gallant Indians who unconditionally laid down their 

lives to drive the British Raj away from the country. 

● Women had an important part to play during the struggle, and many of 

them are noted in the annals of history for their valour and courage in 

the face of a global empire that was known for its utter ruthlessness in 

crushing dissent. 

● Here's a look at some women from Karnataka who contributed to the 

Indian freedom struggle, and eventually became locally and nationally 

revered heroes. 

Rani Abbakka Chowta:  

● Abbakka Chowta, the Queen of Ullal, was amongst the first female rulers 

to fight a fierce war to safeguard her kingdom from European invaders 

— in her case the Portuguese. Her story dates back to 1555.  
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● Over a century before the British set foot in India, the Portuguese had 

already begun making advances, building forts and capturing territories 

on the western coast, and were eyeing Abbakka's Ullal, a strategic and 

thriving port location in present-day Mangalore. 

● The defiant Abbakka refused to give in to the Portuguese forces trying 

to extort through numerous demands for tribute. An exasperated 

Portuguese force, under Admiral Dom Álvaro da Silveira in 1555, 

attacked Ullal, only to be repealed by Abbakka and her army.  

● Many attacks from the Portuguese followed but were subsequently 

quashed by the valiant queen and her forces until the 1568 attack where 

they successfully captured Ullal.It is said that the final defeat came as a 

result of Abbakka's estranged husband joining forces with the 

Portuguese. 

● Rani Chennamma of Kittur:  

● The queen of Kittur, a princely state in present-day Belgaum, Rani 

Chennamma was one of the first female fighters to rise in revolt against 

the British Raj. She led an armed rebellion against the British in 1824. 

● The revolt came as a result of a British attempt to annex Kittur citing the 

Doctrine of Lapse.  

● She fought alongside her trusted lieutenants Sangolli Rayanna and 

Gurusiddappa, a quest that ended with her ultimate arrest and 

imprisonment at Bailhongal Fort, where she died. 

● Apart from the two valiant Ranis who are way ahead of their times, 

Karnataka also saw several other contemporary women Satyagrahis 

that spearheaded the movement in the state. 

● Dharwad's Bellary Siddamma, for instance, was one of the few women 

who were arrested following the unfurling of the national flag during 

the Shivapura Dhwaja Satyagraha (flag satyagraha) 1938, a major 

turning point for the freedom movement in Karnataka. 

● Staunch Gandians like Hubli's Umabai Kundapur, Mangaluru's 

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, Jayadevi Tayi Ligade, Honnavar's 

Krishnabai Panjikar, Bengaluru's Yashodhara Dasappa, Subbamma Jois, 

Nagamma Veeranagouda Patil, among so many others don't find a place 

in the books at all. 
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● Along with spreading Gandhi's message across Karnataka and 

mobilising people to join the movement, most of them also worked 

towards the larger cause of emancipation of women in the state, 

something that they continued doing even after August 15, 1947. 


