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Economy 
 
1.National Summit on Agro and Food Processing 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address farmers during the valedictory session of 
the National Summit on Agro and Food Processing on 16th december at 11 AM at 
Anand in Gujarat through video conferencing.  

 The three-day Summit which started yesterday, is being organized by the Gujarat 
government with the focus on natural farming.  

 Farmers will be provided all the information related to the benefits of adopting natural 
farming methods. 

 The summit is being attended by over five thousand farmers with thousands others 
connecting virtually from across the country. 
Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) 

 
 Zero budget natural farming is a method of chemical-free agriculture drawing from 

traditional Indian practices. 
 Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a type of chemical-free farming where the 

total cost of growing and harvesting plants comes out to be zero (taking into 
consideration the costs incurred by the farmers are recovered through inter-
cropping). 

 Subash Palekar (Indian Agriculturist and Padma Shri Recipient) is the father of Zero 
Budget Natural Farming. 

 Zero Budget Natural Farming minimizes the dependence of farmers on purchased 
inputs and reduces the cost of agriculture by relying on traditional field-based 
technologies which lead to improved soil health. 
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RBI ushers in corrective action scheme to better control 
NBFCs 

 
 The Reserve Bank of India announced a Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) Framework 

for Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs), to strengthen applicable supervisory 
tools. 

 This is in line with the PCA framework for banks, whose aim was to help improve 
their financial condition and governance issues. 

 The framework will apply to all deposit-taking NBFCs, all non-deposit-taking NBFCs 
in the middle, upper and top layers, including investment and credit firms, core 
investment firms, infrastructure debt funds, infrastructure finance firms and 
microfinance institutions.  

 It has excluded NBFCs not accepting or not intending to accept public funds, primary 
dealers and housing finance firms, along with government-owned ones.  

 This will take effect from October 1, 2022. 
 The objective of the framework is to enable supervisory intervention at the 

appropriate time and require the supervised entity to initiate and implement remedial 
measures in a timely manner, so as to restore its financial health. 

 Among large NBFCs (assets exceeding ₹25,000 crore), rating agency ICRA noted 
that three entities were in breach of the net NPA criterion as of September. However, 
all the entities have established parentage. 
Prompt Corrective Action (PCA)  

 PCA is a framework under which banks with weak financial metrics are put under 
watch by the RBI. 

 The RBI introduced the PCA framework in 2002 as a structured early-intervention 
mechanism for banks that become undercapitalised due to poor asset quality, or 
vulnerable due to loss of profitability. 

 It aims to check the problem of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) in the Indian banking 
sector. 
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Saryu Nahar National Project 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Saryu Nahar National Project in 
Uttar Pradesh which will provide assured water for irrigation of over 14 lakh hectares 
of land and benefit about 29 lakh farmers of the region. 

 The project involves interlinking of five rivers -- Ghagra, Saryu, Rapti, Banganga and 
Rohini -- to ensure optimum usage of water resources of the region. 

 The project will provide assured water for irrigation of over 14 lakh hectares of land 
and benefit about 29 lakh farmers of more than 6,200 villages. 

 It will benefit nine districts of eastern Uttar Pradesh, namely Bahraich, Shravasti, 
Balrampur, Gonda, Siddharthnagar, Basti, Sant Kabir Nagar, Gorakhpur and 
Maharajganj, the statement said. 

 The farmers of the region, who were the worst sufferers of the inordinate delay in the 
project, will now immensely benefit from the upgraded irrigation potential, it said. 

 They will now be able to grow crops on a larger scale and maximise the agri-potential 
of the region, it added. 

 

Centre grants Bihar’s Mithila Makhana GI tag 

 
 The Geographical Indications Registry (GIR) under the Central ministry of commerce 

has accepted the plea to rename Bihar Makhana as Mithila Makhana and also 
suggested further amendments in the brand logo to better reflect its origins apart 
from identifying and protecting the product’s Geographical Indications (GI) rights. 

 A geographical indication (GI) is a name or sign used on certain products which 
corresponds to a specific geographical location or origin .  

 Such products with a GI tag are protected under the Geographical Indications of 
Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. 

 The war over Makhana’s GI tagging started after the Sabour based Bihar Agriculture 
University (BAU) filed an application on behalf of Purnia based fox nut growers’ 
association-- also known as the Mithilanchal Makhana Utpadak Sangh (MMUS)-- 
arguing for naming their produce as Bihar Makhana for the welfare of fox nut growers 
from the state.  
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India’s first Green Hydrogen Microgrid Projects to be set up in 
Andhra Pradesh 

 
 India’s first Green Hydrogen Microgrid Projects to be set up at Simhadri near 

Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh.  
 National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, NTPC said, the projects will be a 

precursor to large-scale hydrogen energy storage projects and would be useful for 
studying and deploying multiple microgrids in various off-grid and strategic locations 
of the country. 

 The hydrogen produced during sunshine hours will be stored at high pressure and 
electrified using a 50 Kilowatt Solid Oxide Fuel Cell. 

 This unique project for India, will open doors for decarbonising the far-off regions of 
the country like Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

India registers highest-ever annual FDI inflow of 81.97 billion 
dollars in 2020-21 

 India has registered the highest ever annual Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) inflow of 
81.97 billion dollar in 2020-21.  

 The Commerce and Industry Ministry said, FDI inflows in the last seven financial 
years is over 440 billion dollars, which is nearly 58 percent of the total FDI inflow in 
the last 21 financial years. 

 Top five countries from where FDI Equity Inflows were received during 2014 to 2021 
are Singapore, Mauritius, USA, Netherlands and Japan. 

 The Computer Software and Hardware sector attracted the largest share of FDI 
inflows, followed by Service, Trading and Telecommunications.  
Foreign direct investment (FDI) 

 A foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment in the form of controlling ownership 
in a business in one country by an entity based in another country.  

 It is thus distinguished from a foreign portfolio investment by a notion of direct 
control. 
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Polity and Governance 
 

 
1.Digital Platform for Management of complaints- 
‘LokpalOnline’ 

 Chairperson, Lokpal of India, Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose today inaugurated’ a 
digital Platform for Management of Complaints called ‘LokpalOnline’ here that can be 
accessed by all citizens of the country and complaints can be filed from anywhere, 
anytime at  http://lokpalonline.gov.in.  

 Corruption is a key element in underperformance of the economy and it undermines 
democracy and rule of law. LokpalOnline is an end-to-end digital solution for the 
management of complaints against public servants filed under the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas Act, 2013.  

 The Portal, hosted on NIC Cloud, has been developed on an Open Source 
Technology.  Its security audit has been done by an agency empanelled by the 
CERT-In (Indian Computer Emergency Response Team), Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology. 
Important features of this digital platform are following: 

 Convenience to complainants for filing complaint online from anywhere anytime 
 Information to the complainant about action on complaint at every stage through e-

mails and SMS 
 Facility to complainant to ascertain status of complaint at anytime 
 Identity of the complaint is kept confidential 
 The CVC, CBI and other inquiry agencies can upload their reports directly on 

‘LokpalOnline’ platform. 
 Reminders to inquiry agencies through e-mails and SMS 
 Generation of analytical reports as per requirement 

Background 
 It may be recalled that Lokpal of India, has been established under the Lokpal and 

Lokayuktas Act, 2013 to inquire and investigate allegations of corruption against 
public functionaries falling within the scope and ambit of this Act.  

 At present complaints sent by post, e-mail or delivered by hand are entertained by 
the Lokpal of India.   

 

2.Rajya Sabha passes Delhi Special Police Establishment 
(Amendment ) Bill 2021  

 Parliament has passed the Delhi Special Police Establishment (Amendment) Bill, 
2021. The Lok Sabha has already passed the bill.  

 The Bill will replace the ordinance promulgated in this regard.  
 The Bill seeks to amend the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act, 1946.  Under the 

Act, the minimum tenure of the Director of Central Bureau of Investigation is two 
years.  

 The Bill permits extension of the tenure of the CBI Director up to one year at a time, 
till the completion of five years from the initial date of appointment.  

 Such extensions may be granted in the public interest, on the recommendation of the 
Committee. Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office, Dr. Jitendra Singh said 
that the amendment brought in the bill reiterates the commitment of the Narendra 
Modi government of adopting zero-tolerance against corruption.  
Need for the bill 

 In several countries, the term of Director and Chief of a premier investigation agency 
is in the range of 6 to 10 years, and in the case of CBI, the tenure of Director is fixed 
as a minimum of 2 years but how much beyond it, is not defined.  

Polity and Governance 
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 He said, with a view to make the Agency more democratized and institutionalized, 
the amendment to the existing Act has been brought. He said, after two years the 
tenure of Director of CBI will be extended for one year at a time. The Union Minister 
said that the Modi government wants to make the law more candid and clear. 

 

3.Rajya Sabha passes the Central Vigilance Commission 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 

 The Central Vigilance Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2021 was introduced in Lok 
Sabha on December 3, 2021.  It replaces the Central Vigilance Commission 
(Amendment) Ordinance, 2021.   

 The Bill seeks to amend the Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003.  The 2003 Act 
provides for the constitution of a Central Vigilance Commission to conduct inquiries 
into offences alleged to have been committed under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 
1988.   

  Extension of term of the Director of Enforcement: Under the 2003 Act, the Director of 
Enforcement is appointed by the central government, on the recommendation of a 
Committee.  This Committee is chaired by the Central Vigilance Commissioner, and 
includes the Secretaries from the Ministries of Home Affairs, Personnel, and the 
Revenue Department.  The Director of Enforcement has a tenure of minimum two 
years.   

 The 2021 Bill adds that the tenure of the Director may be extended by up to one year 
at a time, till the completion of five years from the initial appointment.  Such 
extensions may be granted in public interest, on the recommendation of the 
Committee. 

 

Sixth Schedule 

 BJP MP from Ladakh Jamyang Tsering Namgyal on Tuesday demanded that the 
region be included in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to safeguard land, 
employment, and cultural identity of the local population.  
What is the Sixth Schedule? 

 The Sixth Schedule under Article 244 provides for the formation of autonomous 
administrative divisions — Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) — that have some 
legislative, judicial, and administrative autonomy within a state. 

 ADCs have up to 30 members with a term of five years, and can make laws, rules 
and regulations with regard to land, forest, water, agriculture, village councils, health, 
sanitation, village- and town-level policing, inheritance, marriage and divorce, social 
customs and mining, etc.  

 The Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam is an exception with more than 40 
members and the right to make laws on 39 issues. 

 The Sixth Schedule applies to the Northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram (three Councils each), and Tripura (one Council). 
Why does Ladakh want to be part of the Sixth Schedule? 

 The Buddhist-dominated Leh district had long demanded UT status because it felt 
neglected by the erstwhile state government, which was dominated by politicians 
from Kashmir and Jammu. 

 The UT has two Hill councils in Leh and Kargil, but neither is under the Sixth 
Schedule. Their powers are limited to collection of some local taxes such as parking 
fees and allotment and use of land vested by the Centre. 
What has been the government’s response? 

 In January, the MHA announced that a committee under then MoS Home G Kishan 
Reddy would be formed to address “the issues related to language of Ladakh, culture 
of Ladakh and conservation of land in Ladakh”. In July 2021, Reddy promised KDA 
representatives that representatives of Kargil would be included in the committee. 
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4.The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister 
releases the report on State of Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy in India 

 The Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) released the report 
on the State of Foundational Literacy and Numeracy in India.  

 The report prepared by the Institute for Competitiveness highlights the importance of 
early education years in the overall development of a child.  

 It further highlights the role of well-planned early interventions like the National 
Education Policy (2020) and the NIPUN Bharat guidelines, leading to long-term 
improved learning outcomes. 

 Access to quality early childhood education is a fundamental right for all children.The 
earliest years of a child's life needs to be understood in the backdrop of the socio-
economic, psychological, and technological hindrances they face, which further 
affects the potential of a child in numerous ways. 

 Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) skills refer to basic reading, writing, and 
mathematics skills.  

 The Index on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy is the first step in this direction, 
establishing an understanding of the overall state of Foundational Learning across 
children aged below ten years in Indian States and Union territories.  

 The Index includes five pillars comprising 41 indicators. The five pillars are : 
Educational Infrastructure, Access to Education, Basic Health, Learning Outcomes 
and Governance.  

 India is committed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 2030. Zero 
Hunger, Good health and Well being and Access to Education are the significant 
goals that have been mapped with the Index on Foundational Literacy and 
Numeracy. 
Key Highlights : 

 Some states may serve as role models for others in certain aspects, but they too 
need to learn from other states while addressing their challenges. This holds true not 
only for high performers but also for low performing states. For instance, while Kerala 
has the best performance in the small state, it can also learn from some lower-
scoring regions, such as Andhra Pradesh (38.50), which outperforms Kerala (36.55) 
with respect to access to education. 

 States have performed particularly worse in the Governance pillar because over half 
of the states have a score that is below the national average, i.e., 28.05, the lowest 
across all pillars. 

 The issue of Access to Education is one that demands prompt action on the part of 
theStates. The performance of Large States such as Rajasthan (25.67), Gujarat 
(22.28), and Bihar (18.23)is noticeably below average. Whereasthe North-eastern 
states have the highest scores as a result of their superior performance. 

 

5. Raise in legal age of marriage for women 

 The Cabinet’s decision to raise the legal age of marriage for women is based on the 
recommendation of a panel led by Jaya Jaitly. 

 The task force was set up by the WCD Ministry to re-examine age of marriage and its 
correlation to health and social indices such as infant mortality, maternal mortality, 
and nutrition levels among mothers and children.  

 Jaitly has said the recommendation is not based on the rationale of population 
control (India’s total fertility rate is already declining) but more with women’s 
empowerment and gender parity.  

 The committee has said access to education and livelihood must be enhanced 
simultaneously for the law to be effective. 
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Recommendations 
 The committee has recommended the age of marriage be increased to 21 years. 
 The committee also asked the government to look into increasing access to schools 

and colleges for girls, including their transportation to these institutes from far-flung 
areas.  

 Skill and business training has also been recommended, as has sex education in 
schools. 

 The committee said these deliveries must come first, as, unless they are 
implemented and women are empowered, the law will not be as effective. 

 The committee has further recommended that an awareness campaign be 
undertaken on a massive scale on the increase in age of marriage, and to encourage 
social acceptance of the new legislation, which they have said would be far more 
effective than coercive measures. 

 

Geo  

 
1.Increase in prey base and forest cover: How Buxa tiger 
reserve turned a corner 

 
 An increase in the forest density and the big cat prey base, especially deer, had 

attracted a Royal Bengal tiger, a first such sighting in 23 years, to the Buxa reserve in 
Airpurduar district in north Bengal. 

 They believed that a favourable habitat at the tiger reserve would invite more tigers, 
which had migrated to neighbouring Bhutan. The state shares a contiguous range of 
the protected area with Bhutan. 
Buxa Tiger Reserve 

Geography 
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 Buxa Tiger Reserve lies in Alipurduar district of West Bengal, India.  
 Its northern boundary runs along the international border with Bhutan. The Sinchula 

hill range lies all along the northern side of BTR and the eastern boundary touches 
that of the Assam state.  

 It is the easternmost extension of extreme bio-diverse North-East India and 
represents highly endemic Indo-Malayan region. The fragile "Terai Eco-System" 
constitutes a part of this reserve.  
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International Relations  

 

 

1.New Caledonia votes to stay in France; separatists boycott 

 
 Voters in the French island territory of New Caledonia chose overwhelmingly to stay 

part of France, in a referendum boycotted by pro-independence forces and closely 
watched around the South Pacific. 

 New Caledonia is a sui generis collectivity of overseas France in the southwest 
Pacific Ocean, south of Vanuatu, about 1,210 km east of Australia, and 17,000 km 
from Metropolitan France.  

 The archipelago, part of the Melanesia subregion, includes the main island of Grande 
Terre, the Loyalty Islands, the Chesterfield Islands, the Belep archipelago, the Isle of 
Pines, and a few remote islets.  
Instruments of Direct Democracy 

 In a direct democracy, citizens have the right to participate and be heard in political 
decision making. This is done through certain instruments or components of direct 
democracy. 
Referendum 

 The referendum is a tool by which the citizens of a nation declare its choice about a 
decision. It is a direct vote in which an entire electorate is asked to either accept or 
reject a particular proposal. This may be adoption of a new law; change in the 
existing policy or even a change in the constitution of the country. It is of two kinds, 
i.e., mandatory and optional. 
Initiative 

 The initiative is defined as the people's power to approve or reject legislation initiated 
or proposed by someone other than the legislature. Initiative is of two kinds, 
i.e.,Direct and Indirect. 
Recall 

 Recall is the name given to an instrument by which a specified number of citizens 
can demand a vote of the electorate on whether an elected holder of public office 
should be removed from that office before the end of his/her term. 

 

International Relations 
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2.‘India committed to safeguarding maritime interests and 
strengthening security in Indian Ocean Region’ 

 
 India remained committed to promoting a free, open and rules-based order rooted in 

international law and undaunted by coercion, the Centre informed Parliament while 
reiterating support for the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS). 

 As a State party to the UNCLOS, India promoted utmost respect for the UNCLOS, 
which established the international legal order of the seas and oceans, the statement 
said. 

 India developed its maritime cooperation with regional partners in consonance with 
the government’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR).  

 India proactively engaged with regional and extra-regional maritime forces through 
multilateral exercises, joint surveillance, coordinated patrols among others to 
promote maritime security in the region in an inclusive and cooperative manner. 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also called the 
Law of the Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea Treaty, is an international 
agreement that establishes a legal framework for all marine and maritime activities.  

 As of June 2016, 167 countries and the European Union are parties. 
 UNCLOS came into force in 1994. 

 

3.Dubai 1st In World To Go 100% Paperless 

 Dubai has become the world's first government to turn 100 per cent paperless, the 
Emirate's Crown Prince, Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
has announced.  

 it saves around 1.3 billion Dirham (USD 350 million) and 14-million-man hours. 
 All internal, external transactions and procedures in the Government of Dubai are 

now 100 per cent digital and managed from a comprehensive digital government 
services platform. 

 This accomplishment also reinforces Dubai's status as a world-leading digital capital 
and its status as a role model in designing government operations and services that 
enhance customer happiness. 
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4.Leena Nair, Chanel’s new Indian-origin CEO 
 

 
 French luxury fashion house Chanel has named Leena Nair, who previously served 

as Unilever’s top HR executive, as its new global CEO.  
 With this, Nair has joined a growing list of Indian-origin executives who have taken up 

top roles in some of the world’s biggest companies in recent years. 
 Nair, 52, started her career as a management trainee at Unilever in 1992. She 

steadily rose through the ranks to become the “first female, first Asian, youngest 
ever” Chief Human Resources Officer (CHRO) at Unilever in 2016.  

 Born in Kolhapur, Maharashtra, Nair studied electronics and telecommunications 
engineering at Walchand College in Sangli. She did her MBA in Human Resources 
from XLRI, Jamshedpur, in 1992. 

 Nair is the second woman of Indian origin after Pepsico’s former chief Indra Nooyi — 
who is also coincidentally her mentor — to take over as global CEO of a company. 

 

5.Treaty between India and Poland concerning Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
the Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters between the Government 
of the Republic of India and the Republic of Poland with a view to enhance capability 
and effectiveness of both countries in investigation and prosecution of crimes, 
including crimes related to terrorism through mutual legal assistance.   
Benefits: 

 The Treaty aims to enhance effectiveness of both the countries in investigation and 
prosecution of crime, through cooperation and mutual legal assistance in criminal 
matters.  

 In the context of transnational crime and its linkages to terrorism, the proposed 
Treaty will provide a broad legal framework for bilateral cooperation with Poland in 
investigation and prosecution of crime as well as in tracing, restrain and confiscation 
of proceeds and instruments of crime as well as the funds meant to finance terrorist 
acts. 

 After signing and ratification of the Treaty, suitable Gazette Notifications will be 
issued under the relevant provisions of Cr.P.C. 1973 to give effect to the provisions 
of the Treaty in India.   
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 It will increase the effectiveness of India in tackling criminal activities involving 
Poland.  Once in operation, the Treaty will be instrumental in gaining better inputs 
and insights in the modus operandi of organized criminals and terrorists.  These in 
turn can be used to fine tune policy decisions in the field of internal security.   

 

6.Third India-Central Asia Dialogue  

 
 The third India-Central Asia Dialogue will begin today in New Delhi. External Affairs 

Minister S Jaishankar will host the 3-day Dialogue.  
 Foreign Minister of Kyrgyz Republic, Ruslan Kazakbaev and Tajikistan Foreign 

Minister Sirojiddin Muhriddin arrived in New Delhi yesterday. 
 The Ministers are expected to discuss further strengthening of relations between 

India and Central Asian countries with particular focus on trade, connectivity and 
development cooperation.  

 The second meeting was organised by India in October 2020. There has been an 
ongoing engagement between India and the five Central Asian countries over the last 
few years. India considers Central Asia as part of its extended neighbourhood.  

 Dr Jaishankar visited Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan this 
year and he also met Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan in October this year. 

 The holding of the Annual Meetings of the India Central Asia Dialogue is symbolic of 
the interest on part of all member countries for greater engagement between them in 
a spirit of friendship, trust and mutual understanding. 
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Environment and Ecology  

 
1.International Mountain Day 

 The International Mountain Day is celebrated on 11th of December every year.  
 The day aims to encourage sustainable development in the mountains. The 

increasing attention to the importance of mountains led the UN to declare 2002 the 
UN International Year of Mountains. 

 International Mountain Day gives us an opportunity to spread awareness about 
protecting the mountain biodiversity as these delicate ecosystems are under 
tremendous pressure from climate change, overexploitation and pollution. 

 The theme of this year’s International Mountain Day is 'Sustainable mountain 
tourism'.  

 Sustainable tourism in mountains can contribute to creating additional and alternative 
livelihood options and promoting poverty alleviation, social inclusion, as well as 
landscape and biodiversity conservation. 

 Mountains are home to 15 percent of the world's population and host about half of 
the world's biodiversity hotspots. They provide fresh water for everyday life to half of 
humanity. 

 

2.Protecting wildlife: 2,054 cases registered in three years 
 Between 2018 and 2020 about 2054 cases were registered for killing or illegal 

trafficking of wild animals in India.  
 In the three years about 3836 accused were arrested for the crime.  
 The number of cases registered in the year 2018 was 648 and 1099 persons were 

arrested, followed by 805 cases and 1506 arrests in 2019 and 601 cases and 1231 
arrests in 2020. 
WCCB has conducted a number of species-specific enforcement operations  

 The WCCB had launched operation “Save Kurma” from 15th December 2016 to 30th 
January 2017 to focus on the poaching, transportation and illegal trade of live turtles 
and tortoises. 

 Another operation “Operation Turtshield” was taken up to tackle the illegal trade of 
live turtles. 

 WCCB’s “Operation Clean Art” in October 2019 to draw attention of enforcement 
agencies towards illegal wildlife trade in Mongoose hair brushes. 

 Another “Operation Softgold” from 1st October, 2018 to 31st March, 2019 to tackle 
Shahtoosh Shawl (made from Chiru wool) illegal trade. 

 The agency also conducted “Operation Birbil” to curb illegal trade in wild cat and 
wild bird species (1st Nov 2017 to 30th Nov 2017). 

 “Operation Wildnet” was aimed to draw the attention of the enforcement agencies 
within the country to focus their attention on the ever increasing illegal wildlife trade 
over the internet using social media platforms. 

 The other operations include “Operation Freefly” on illegal trade of live birds and 
“Operation Wetmark” to ensure prohibition of sale of meat of wild animals in wet 
markets across the country. 
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3.AIM NITI Aayog, & Embassy of Denmark launches 2nd 
edition of water innovation challenges to address global water 
woes 

 Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and the Royal Embassy of Denmark to India 
announced the second edition of water innovation challenges here to address the 
global water woes through innovations as part of the Indo-Danish Bilateral Green 
Strategic partnership. 

 Doubling down on the efforts to scale up innovations in the water sector, the AIM-
ICDK water challenge is being rolled out under the year-old ambitious partnership of 
AIM, NITI Aayog and Innovation Center Denmark (ICDK) under the aegis of Denmark 
Embassy in India, and the Denmark Technical University (DTU). 

 The initiative aims to identify innovative & next-gen solutions to solve proposed 
challenges in collaboration with corporate and public partners.  

 The initiative will engage young talents from leading universities and innovation hubs 
across the nation to build their skills and apply their technical disciplines and 
innovation capacity. 

 The winners of the challenges will also represent India at the International Water 
Congress 2022. The Denmark Embassy in India, and the DTU will be preparing the 
Indian participants for the Global Next Generation Water Action (NGWA) program to 
be hosted by DTU. 

 

4.India votes against U.N. draft resolution on climate change 

 India voted against a draft resolution at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
linking climate to security, saying it was an attempt to shift climate talks from the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to the 
Security Council and a “step backward” for collective action on the issue. 

 The resolution was sponsored by Ireland and Niger, and it did not pass, with 12 
UNSC members voting for it, India and Russia voting against it and China abstaining. 

 India’s Permanent Representative and Ambassador to the U.N. T.S. Tirumurti said, 
positing that the reason countries were attempting to bring climate talks to the 
Security Council was that decisions could be taken without consensus or the 
involvement of most developing countries. 

 “If the Security Council indeed takes over the responsibility on this issue, a few states 
will then have a free hand in deciding on all climate-related issues. This is clearly 
neither desirable nor acceptable,” he said. 

 The draft resolution, as per the ambassador, would undermine progress made at 
Glasgow, where the latest round of talks under the UNFCCC, the 26th Conference of 
the Parties (COP26), concluded in November. 

 Developing and ‘least developed’ countries had worked, over the last two decades, to 
make “common but differentiated” responsibilities a fundamental tenet of climate 
action, Mr. Tirumurti noted. 
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5.Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana for 2021-26 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi, has approved implementation of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee 
Yojana (PMKSY) for 2021-26 with an outlay of Rs.93,068 crore. 

 Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP), Har Khet ko Paani (HKKP) and 
Watershed Development components have been approved for continuation during 
2021-26. 

 Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme - a flagship programme of Government of 
India aims for financial support to irrigation projects.  

 Central funding of 90% of water components for two national projects, namely 
Renukaji Dam Project (Himachal Pradesh) and Lakhwar Multipurpose Project 
(Uttarakhand) has been provisioned.  

 Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP) aims for enhancement of physical access on the farm and 
expansion of cultivable area under assured irrigation. Under HKKP, surface minor 
irrigation and repair-renovation-restoration of water bodies component of PMKSY is 
targeted to provide additional 4.5 lakh hectare irrigation.  

 Watershed Development component focuses on development of rainfed areas 
towards soil and water conservation, regeneration of groundwater, arresting runoff 
and promoting extension activities related to water harvesting and management.  
Background: 

 Launched in 2015, PMKSY is an umbrella scheme, providing central grants to the 
State Governments for specific activities detailed below.  

 It consists of two major components by the Department of Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, namely, Accelerated Irrigation Benefits 
Programme (AIBP), and Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP).  

 HKKP, in turn, consists of four sub - components, being Command Area 
Development (CAD), Surface Minor Irrigation (SMI), Repair, Renovation and 
Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies, and Ground Water Development. In addition, the 
Watershed Development part is being implemented by the Department of Land 
Resources. 

 Another component of PMKSY, Per Drop More Crop is being implemented by the 
Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. 

 

6.Environmentalists oppose proposed changes to Biological 
Diversity Act 

 Environmentalists have expressed concern over amendments to the Biological 
Diversity Act, 2002 on the grounds that it prioritises intellectual property and 
commercial trade at the expense of the Act’s key aim of conserving biological 
resources. 

 The Biological Diversity Act, 2002 was enacted for conservation of biological diversity 
and to ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the use of 
biological resources with indigenous and local communities. 

 Amendments to the Act were introduced as a Bill in the Lok Sabha by Environment 
Minister Bhupender Yadav.  

 The amended Bill was drafted in response to complaints by traditional Indian 
medicine practitioners, seed sector, and industry and researchers that the Biological 
Diversity Act, 2002, imposed a heavy “compliance burden” and made it hard to 
conduct collaborative research and investments and simplify patent application 
processes. 

 The text of the Bill also says that it proposes to widen the scope of levying access 
and benefit sharing with local communities and for further conservation of biological 
resources. 
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 The Bill seeks to exempt registered AYUSH medical practitioners and people 
accessing codified traditional knowledge, among others, from giving prior intimation 
to State biodiversity boards for accessing biological resources for certain purposes. 
Concerns against the amendments 

 A statement from the Legal Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE) said the Bill 
would “undo all the efforts made in the last few years to implement the Biological 
Diversity Act.”  

 There was not a “single provision in the proposed amendment to protect, conserve or 
increase the stake of local communities in the sustainable use and conservation of 
biodiversity.” 

 LIFE said the amendments were done to “solely benefit” the AYUSH Ministry. The 
Bill in the current form would pave the way for “bio piracy” and would mean AYUSH 
manufacturing companies would no longer need to take approvals and thus defeat 
the purpose for which the Act was created in the first place. 

 

Culture  

 
1.Kashi Vishwanath Corridor 

 
 On December 13, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kashi Vishwanath 

Corridor connecting the ancient Kashi Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi to the ghats of 
the Ganga. 

 The corridor has been built over an area of 5,000 hectares, and seeks to not only 
decongest but to also transform the temple complex. 
The vision 

 The Rs-800-crore project was launched by the PM in his parliamentary constituency 
in March 2019, with the aim of restoring the “lost glory” of the spiritual centre. 

 The Kashi Vishwanath temple lacked direct access to the Ganga, and a 20-foot-wide 
corridor was envisaged to connect Lalita Ghat on the holy river to Mandir Chowk on 
the temple premises. 

 

Culture 
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2.UNESCO inscribes ‘Durga Puja in Kolkata’ on the 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity 

 The Intergovernmental Committee of UNESCO’s 2003 Convention on Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage has inscribed ‘Durga Puja in Kolkata’ on the 
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity during its 16th 
session being held at Paris, France from 13th to 18th December 2021.  

 The Committee commended Durga Puja for its initiatives to involve marginalized 
groups, and individuals as well as women in their participation in safeguarding the 
element. 

 Durga Puja not only is a celebration of the feminine divinity but is a consummate 
expression of dance, music, crafts, rituals, practices, culinary and cultural aspects.  

 The festival transcends the boundaries of caste, creed and economic classes and 
joins the people together in its celebration. 

 With the inscription of Durga Puja in Kolkata, India now has 14 intangible cultural 
heritage elements on the prestigious UNESCO Representative List of ICH of 
Humanity.  

 In recent years, the  ICH elements that saw inscriptions are Kumbh Mela (inscribed 
2017), Yoga (inscribed 2016) among others.  

 India is a signatory of the 2003 UNESCO Convention which aims for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage along with traditions and living expression.   

 Intangible cultural heritage means the practices, representations, expressions, 
knowledge, skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts and cultural spaces 
associated with them that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals 
recognize as a part of their cultural heritage.   

 

Science and Technology 
  

 

1.Differences between Webb and Hubble telescopes 

 

Science and Technology 
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 The James Webb Space Telescope, NASA’s most powerful telescope, is scheduled 
to be rocketed into orbit no earlier than December 22. Though Webb is often called 
the replacement for the Hubble Space Telescope, NASA said it prefers to call it a 
successor. 
Wavelength 

 The James Webb Space Telescope, carrying four scientific instruments, will observe 
primarily in the infrared range and provide coverage from 0.6 to 28 microns. The 
instruments on Hubble see mainly in the ultraviolet and visible part of the spectrum. It 
could observe only a small range in the infrared from 0.8 to 2.5 microns. 
Size comparisons 

 Webb’s primary mirror has a diameter of 6.5 metres. Hubble’s mirror was much 
smaller – 2.4 metres in diameter. So, Webb will have a larger field of view compared 
to the camera on Hubble. 
Orbit 

 Hubble orbits around the Earth at an altitude of ~570 km. Webb will not orbit the 
Earth. It will orbit the sun at about 1.5 million kilometres away from Earth. As the 
Earth orbits the Sun, Webb will orbit with it – but it will stay fixed in the same spot 
with relation to the Earth and the Sun. 

 

2.ABU Robocon 2022 

 In what is being seen as recognition of India’s marvels in the field of Technology, 
Doordarshan will be hosting the international finals of Robocon 2022 in August 2022.  

 The Robot competition, which is organised by Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union and 
hosted by different member countries every year, will be held in New Delhi in 2022. 

 ABU Robocon 2021 was hosted by China wherein the international Robocon contest 
was held on December 12, 2021. Teams from Nirma University and Gujarat 
Technological University (GTU), Ahmedabad, who were the India finalists, 
participated in the international contest from India. 

 The contest aims to create friendship among young people with similar interests who 
will lead their countries in the 21st century, as well as help advance engineering and 
broadcasting technologies in the region. 

 The theme of DD Robocon 2022 will be Lagori. 

 

3.7th edition of India International Science festival begins in 
Panaji 

 Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology, Dr Jitendra 
Singh inaugurated the seventh edition of India International Science Festival at 
Panaji, Goa.   

 He said that advances in Science and Technology will propel India as a frontline 
country in the world, in the years to come.  

 The main aim of the Science Festival is to bring into use the innovations by the 
people and develop technology that is affordable to the masses. 

 The theme of the 4-day science festival is ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ - "Celebrating 
Creativity, Science, Technology and Innovation for a prosperous India".  

 The Minister exhorted the youth to join the “Vigyan Utsav” and take the lead through 
Innovative Start-ups to make India a 5 Trillion Dollar Economy by 2024-25.  
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4. Samudrayaan Project 

 Under the Deep Ocean Mission launched by the Government of India, a manned 
scientific submersible has been proposed to be developed for deep ocean 
exploration. The project is named as Samudrayaan.  

 National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), an autonomous Institute under the 
Ministry of Earth Sciences, had developed and tested a 'personnel sphere’ for a 
manned submersible system for 500 metre water depth rating. 

 A Personnel Sphere of 2.1m diameter to be used as a crew module up to 500 m 
water depth has been developed using mild steel and tested up to 600 m water depth 
in the Bay of Bengal using the research Vessel Sagar Nidhi during October, 2021. 

 One Titanium alloy personnel sphere for manned submersible system for 6000 metre 
water depth rating, is under development in association with Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre, ISRO, Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

Defence and Security  

 
1.Successful tests carried out for Pinaka Extended Range 
System 

 
 Successful tests of Pinaka Extended Range (Pinaka-ER), Area Denial Munitions 

(ADM) and indigenously developed fuzes have been carried out at various test 
ranges.  

 The Pinaka-ER Multi Barrel Rocket Launcher System was successfully tested at 
Pokharan range.  

 The system is jointly designed by laboratories of Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) - Armament Research & Development 
Establishment (ARDE), Pune and High Energy Materials Research Laboratory 
(HEMRL), Pune. 

 The DRDO, after establishing the performance efficacy of the enhanced range 
Pinaka, transferred the technology of the system to the industry.  

 The Pinaka-ER is the upgraded version of the earlier Pinaka version which has been 
in service with the Indian Army for the last decade. The system has been designed in 
the light of emerging requirements with advanced technologies enhancing the range. 

Defence and Security 
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 The Area Denial Munition (ADM) variants of munition designed by the ARDE, Pune 
for Pinaka and manufactured by the industry partners under technology transfer were 
successfully carried out at Pokhran Field Firing Ranges.  

 The indigenously-developed proximity fuzes for Pinaka rockets have also been 
tested.These has been developed through dedicated indigenous R&D efforts for the 
first time in the country.  

 

2.DRDO & Indian Air Force successfully flight-test indigenous 
Stand-Off Anti-Tank Missile 

 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Air Force 

(IAF) flight-tested the indigenously designed and developed Helicopter launched 
Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT) Missile from Pokhran ranges on December 11, 2021.  

 The flight-test was successful in meeting all its mission objectives.  
 The missile is equipped with a state-of-the-art MMW seeker which provides high 

precision strike capability from a safe distance. The weapon can neutralise targets in 
a range up to 10 kms.  

 The SANT missile has been designed and developed by Research Centre Imarat 
(RCI), Hyderabad in coordination with other DRDO labs and participation from 
industries.  

 This is the third in the series of indigenous stand-off weapons to be tested in recent 
times after long range bomb and smart anti airfield weapon for strengthening the 
arsenal of IAF.  
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3.Supersonic missile-assisted torpedo system successfully 
launched: DRDO 

 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) developed a supersonic 

missile assisted torpedo system which was successfully launched from Wheeler 
Island in Odisha on December 13, 2021.  

 The system is a next generation missile-based standoff torpedo delivery system. 
During the mission, full range capability of the missile was successfully 
demonstrated.  

 The system has been designed to enhance anti-submarine warfare capability far 
beyond the conventional range of the torpedo.  

 The missile carried a torpedo, parachute delivery system and release mechanisms.  
 This canister-based missile system consists of advanced technologies viz. two stage 

solid propulsion, electro-mechanical actuators and precision inertial navigation.  
 The missile is launched from a ground mobile launcher and it can cover a range of 

distances.  
 A number of DRDO laboratories developed various technologies for this advanced 

missile system. Industry participated in the development and production of various 
sub-systems.  

 

Awards 
1.Karnataka Bank awarded for digital payments by GoI 

 Karnataka Bank has been conferred with two DigiDhan awards instituted by the 
Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology, Govt. of India. 

 It was awarded for achieving the target with highest percentage in BHIM – UPI 
transactions under the Private Sector Bank Category consecutively for two years i.e 
FY 2019-20 & FY 2020-21.  

 Karnataka Bank has always stood ahead of the time in adopting latest digital 
technology to its products in order to provide best in class service to our customers.  

 It’s unflinching commitment to promote digital payments in the country and a less 
cash economy has been rewarded through this award. 

  

 

 

Awards 
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2.The new Miss Universe is Harnaaz Sandhu of India 

 Harnaaz Sandhu of India was crowned the 70th Miss Universe, topping a field of 
some 80 contestants in a pageant that was touched by politics and the pandemic. 

 Before Harnaaz, only two Indians have won the Miss Universe crown. First, Sushmita 
Sen won the title in 1994. Lara Dutta was crowned Miss Universe six years later in 
2000. 

 Harnaaz was crowned Miss Universe India 2021 in October.  
 Harnaaz Sandhu started her beauty pageant journey when she was just 17. She has 

previously been crowned Miss Diva 2021, Femina Miss India Punjab 2019 and she 
also made it to the Top 12 at Femina Miss India 2019. 

 

3.Bhutan confers its highest civilian award on PM Modi 
 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been conferred with the highest civilian award of 

Bhutan, Ngadag Pel gi Khorlo, on the occasion of the country’s National Day. 
 Bhutan highlighted all the unconditional friendship and support Modiji extended over 

the years and particularly during the pandemic.  

 

4.KM Birla bags Global Entrepreneur of the Year Award 

 Silicon Valley-based The Indus Entrepreneurs (TiE) has conferred the Global 
Entrepreneur of the Year Award- Business Transformation on Kumar Mangalam 
Birla, Chairman Aditya Birla Group. 

 Mr. Birla is the first Indian industrialist to receive the award. He was conferred with 
this award at a ceremony in Dubai for his extraordinary leadership of a globally 
diversified conglomerate during the unprecedented period of global turmoil induced 
by the pandemic. 

 These awards are meant to acknowledge the enablers of the global ecosystem. 
These are the people who are providing opportunities for wealth creation, job 
creation and the inspiration to our next generation of enablers.” 
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Important days  

 
1.International Universal Health Coverage Day 2021 

 Every year Universal Health Coverage is observed on December 12 to raise 
awareness about having strong and resilient world-class health systems across the 
globe with multi-stakeholder partners.  

 The reason behind the day is to have access to quality, affordable health care for 
international development.  

 The day plays a significant role in reviewing the progress and identifying loopholes of 
the healthcare system. So that it is ensured to help the needy with an accessible 
health care system without failing the financial hardship. The idea is to achieve 
continuous, concrete progress towards a fairer and healthier world. 

 In the year 2017, the United Nations proclaimed Universal Health Coverage Day. 
 This year's theme for Universal Health Coverage Day 2021 is ‘Leave No One 

Behind When It Comes to Health: Invest in Health Systems for All.’ 

 

2.National Energy Conservation Day 2021 

 National Energy Conservation Day 2021 is celebrated in India every year on the 14th 
of December, the day has been celebrated since 1991. The Ministry of Power leads 
the day of National Energy Conservation.  

 The day focuses on raising awareness of climate change and global warming. By 
conserving mankind can ensure a safer and greener planet.  

 Energy forms the basis of the sustainability of humans thus its conservation is our 
priority. The Energy Conservation Act, enshrined in the Indian Constitution, defines 
the actions, procedures, and strategies that help with the conservation of energy. The 
act was formed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency.  

 Theme of National Energy Conservation Day 2021 : ‘AzadikaAmritMahotsav: 
Energy Efficient India” and ‘AzadikaAmritMahotsav: Cleaner Planet’.  

 

3.National Minority Rights Day 2021 

 India observes Minorities Rights Day on December 18 every year to ensure the 
Constitutionally-assured rights of religious minorities in the country are safeguarded. 

 India stands tall as the epitome of ‘unity in diversity’. It is home to people from 
diverse races, religion, colors and language.  

 Despite all diversities, they all stand united in one spirit, as the citizens of India.  
Significance 

 National Minorities Rights Day is observed to safeguard constitutional provisions for 
minorities including: 

 Prohibition of discrimination against citizens on the basis of race, religion, sex or birth 
place. 

 Citizens’ rights to equality of opportunity in employment. 
 Freedom of conscience and right to freely profess, practice and propagate religion 

and other Fundamental Rights; etc. 
Theme 

 Minority Rights Day is observed with the sole goal to uplift the minority section in the 
society. In India, the commonly considered minorities in terms of religion are Sikhs, 
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Parsis and Jains. 

 

 

Important days 
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State News  

 
1.Karnataka govt signs LoU with UNDP to improve 
employment opportunities for youth 

 The Karnataka Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports has signed a Letter 
of Understanding (LoU) with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) as 
part of the state-level initiative ‘Code-Unnati’ with the aim of improving access to 
entrepreneurship and employment opportunities among the youth, including women. 

 The initiative involving United Nations Volunteers (UNV) and supported by  SAP India 
lab’s CSR strategies will be implemented in 4 districts of Bengaluru Rural, 
Ramanagara, Dakshina Kannada, and Raichuru to start with, the Minister said. 

 They will work together in areas of training and capacity building, training on 21st 
century and digital skills, entrepreneurship development, innovation challenges/boot 
campus, corporate volunteering, and industry connect. 

 

2.Third Omicron Covid-19 infection in Karnataka: S Africa 
returnee tests positive 

 A 34-year-old Bengaluru native who returned to the city following a business trip in 
South Africa has officially become the third person in the state to be infected with the 
Omicron variant of Covid-19. 
Omicron Variant of COVID-19 

 Omicron (B.1.1.529) is a variant of SARS-CoV-2 that has been identified initially in 
COVID-19 patients in Botswana and South Africa.  

 The WHO Technical Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-VE) felt that this virus 
had too many mutations and may be easily spread globally causing a spike in COVID 
cases worldwide. Hence, TAG-VE labelled it a Variant of Concern(VOC). 
The SARS-CoV-2 variants are classified as : 

 Variants Being Monitored (VBM) (eg. Alpha, Beta, Gamma)-not a significant threat to 
the public at present and are circulating at low levels. 

 Variant Of Interest (VOI)(no variant at present)-has specific attributes including 
changes in the receptor binding, transmission, potential of increase in clusters of 
cases. 

 Variant Of Concern (VOC)(eg. Delta, Omicron)-increased transmission or more 
severe disease 

 Variant Of High Consequence (VOHC) (no variant at present)-failure to be detected 
by current diagnostic tests and significantly reduced susceptibility to treatment and 
vaccines, more severe disease. 

 

3.Uranium in groundwater in Karnataka villages: Study 

 Chemical analysis of groundwater in 73 villages of Karnataka has found high and 
unsafe levels of uranium concentration in 78% of these locations, said a new study. 

 The World Health Organisation’s (WHO) recommended upper safety limit is 30 
micrograms per litre (μg/l), while India’s Atomic Energy Regulatory Board has set a 
higher safety limit of 60 micrograms per litre. 

 For the study, researchers surveyed 73 villages in the eastern part of the state. They 
found that 57 villages had a uranium concentration of more than 30 micrograms per 
litre while 48 of them had concentration of more than 60 micrograms per litre. 

 Uranium exposure can lead to health problems. Immediate effects are haziness of 
the mind, headaches, low grade fever, vomiting. However, long-term exposure, over 
a period of months to years, leads to cancer of the liver, the bones and lungs 
The reason for high uranium concentration 

State News 
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 The researchers stressed that the high uranium concentration is a result of decline in 
the groundwater table plus the geological makeup of Karnataka. 

 Gamma-ray spectrometric surveys have shown that there is a higher abundance of 
potassium, uranium and thorium in the eastern part of Karnataka compared to the 
western part, which the geologists refer to as the Eastern and Western Dharwar 
craton respectively. 

 Karnataka being dominantly made up of ancient granites, gneisses and schistose 
rocks is called hard rock terrain. 

 In hard rocks, water occurs in fractures at depth and the top of the saturated zone 
which is usually at the base of the weathered zone (soil layer) and constitutes the 
water table.  

 The thicker the weathered zone, greater is the thickness of the oxidized layer. This 
promotes oxidation of uranium in the minerals. 

 

4.What is good for people will become law: Bommai on anti-
conversion Bill 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that the ruling BJP would bring in 
laws that are good for the people and in the larger interest of society. 

 Bommai said that a decision on the anti-conversion bill, which is before the scrutiny 
committee of the law department, will be taken.  

 Once it gets clearance from the committee, it will come to the cabinet. After 
discussion, the new legislation would be tabled before the state Assembly. 
Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill 2021 

 The draft bill says that “conversion from one religion to another by misrepresentation, 
force, fraud, undue influence, coercion, allurement or marriage’’ is prohibited. 

 “No person shall convert or attempt to convert either directly or otherwise any other 
person from one religion to another by use of misrepresentation, force, undue 
influence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage, nor shall 
any person abet or conspire for conversions.” 

 A jail term of three years to five years, and a fine of Rs 25,000, has been proposed 
for people violating the law in the case of people from general categories and a jail 
term of three to 10 years, and a fine of Rs 50,000 for people converting minors, 
women and persons from the SC and ST communities has been proposed. 

 

5.Karnataka government likely to introduce bill prohibiting 
'Love Jihad' 

 Even as the BJP-ruled Karnataka looks set to introduce the anti-conversion Bill, 
Kannada & Culture Minister V Sunil Kumar stirred the pot further by saying that a law 
against 'Love Jihad' is also in the pipeline. 

 The term 'Love Jihad' is widely believed to be a right-wing coinage referring to 
conversion for the sake of marriage. 

 Article 25 of the Constitution says there shouldn't be forced conversion. But, it 
doesn't spell out the action that needs to be taken. We are only framing rules. 

 The BJP government said it is committed to protecting Hindus "falling prey to forced 
religious conversion. 
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6.Scholarship for poor students 

 The city-based Smt Vijayalakshmi R L Jalappa Education Foundation has invited 
applications for scholarships from the students belonging to Arya Idiga Community. 

 Students hailing from Bengaluru, Bengaluru Rural, Ramanagara, Kolar, 
Chikkaballapur, Tumakuru, Mandya, Mysuru, Chamarajanagar, Hassan, Chitradurga, 
Davangere and Bellary districts will be eligible for the scholarship. 

 The scholarship is made available to the kids of small, marginal farmers and daily 
wage labourers belonging to the BPL category. Students pursuing ITI, Diploma, PUC, 
Undergraduate, Post Graduation, Engineering and Medical courses can apply for 
scholar... 

 Those who availed of the scholarship previously must have scored higher than the 
previous year and those who are applying for the first time must have passed exams 
in first-class.  

 

7.MLCs demand ethanol policy, insurance for sugarcane 
 MLCs from sugarcane-growing areas in the North Karnataka region, who are 

associated with sugar factories, demanded a separate policy to promote ethanol 
production and also to bring the sugarcane crop under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) coverage for sugarcane. 

 Madhya Pradesh and some other states have a separate ethanol policy and 
Karnataka should also have one even as grain-based ethanol manufacturing is also 
gaining importance. 

 The issue came up during a discussion on MLC Mahantesh Kavatagimath’s question 
on delay in payment to cane growers and the need for a scientific price for 
sugarcane.   

 He stated that the Centre is offering interest subsidies to promote ethanol production 
at sugar factories, and the state should also support it. 
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) 

 The Pradhan Mantri fasal bima yojana (PMFBY) launched on 18 February 2016 by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is an insurance service for farmers for their yields. 

 It was formulated in line with the One Nation–One Scheme theme by replacing earlier 
two schemes National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National 
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS) by incorporating their best features and 
removing their inherent drawbacks.  

 It aims to reduce the premium burden on farmers and ensure early settlement of crop 
assurance claims for the full insured sum. 

 It will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 
1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the 
premium to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. 

 

8.Karnataka: Chikki to replace bananas as alternative to eggs 
in midday meals 

 The Karnataka government has decided to replace bananas with groundnut-jaggery 
chikki for school kids who do not eat eggs.  

 It decided to provide chikki in place of bananas in order to match the nutritional 
content of eggs.   

 The Department of Public Instruction has already held talks with the Karnataka Milk 
Federation (KMF) and is working out modalities for the preparation and supply of 
chikki. 

 Following objections and suggestions from nutritionists that bananas are no match to 
boiled eggs, the department has taken a decision to replace them with chikki.   

 The department has even consulted some nutritionists and they said jaggery and 
slightly crushed groundnuts are good sources of protein and iron. 
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 The overall idea behind providing boiled eggs to children in government and aided 
schools of seven Kalyana Karnataka districts was to address the issue of malnutrition 
among kids.  

 Eggs and bananas were introduced in the mid-day meals scheme by the union 
government.     
Midday Meal Scheme 

 The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme in India designed to better 
the nutritional standing of school-age children nationwide.  

 The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children in primary and 
upper primary classes in schools supported under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and 
National Child Labour Project schools run by the ministry of labour. 

 Serving 120 million children in over 1.27 million schools and Education Guarantee 
Scheme centres, the Midday Meal Scheme is the largest of its kind in the world. 

 

9.Kannada writer Rajeshwari Tejaswi no more 

 
 Noted Kannada writer Rajeshwari Tejaswi, wife of renowned literateur late KP 

Poornachandra Tejaswi passed away in Bengaluru.  
 The daughter-in-law of Rashtrakavi Kuvempu, Rajeshwari (84) was admitted to 

Rajalakshmi Multispeciality Hospital in Bengaluru a couple of days ago due to age-
related illness. 

 Rajeshwari began writing only after her husband's death in 2007.  
 Her biographical work on her husband Tejaswi--'Nanna Tejaswi' was her first book 

and reprinted over five times for its popularity and several unknown details of writer 
Tejaswi's life and works. 

 Subsequently, she wrote a memoir 'Namma Manege Bandaru Gandhiji'. 
 She was also a passionate philatelist and gardener. Rajeshwari used to collect rare 

seeds from various parts of the state and propagate them at their farm in Mudigere. 
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10.Give Backward Class status to Kodava community, 
Karnataka High Court tells state government 

 The Karnataka High Court directed the state government to accept the 
recommendation of the Karnataka State Commission for Backward Classes 
extending backward caste status to Kodavas.  

 The court quashed two government orders, in 2015 and in September 2021, rejecting 
the recommendations of the Commission. 

 The petition was filed by Codava National Council. The court noted that the 
recommendation was made after thorough investigation by the expert statutory body 
twice, first in 2005 and then in 2010.  

 The purpose of the recommendation was to enable the members of the community to 
avail benefits of reservation under category 3-A. 

 The petitioner’s counsel cited section 9(2) of the Karnataka State Commission for 
Backward Classes Act, 1995, saying the advice of the commission shall ordinarily be 
binding on the government.  

 The government advocate said that since the provision uses the word “ordinarily”, it 
is open to the government to accept the advice or not. 
Kodavas 

 The Kodavas (Kodava, anglicized as Coorgs), are a patrilineal ethnolinguistic group 
from the region of Kodagu (in the southern Indian state of Karnataka), who natively 
speak the Kodava language (Coorgi).  

 They are traditionally land-owning agriculturists with martial customs. Kodavas are 
the only ones in India permitted to carry firearms without a license. 

 

11.Over one lakh Sakala applications overdue: Minister 

  The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP), the Inspector General of 
Registration & Stamps (IGRS) and the Revenue department have the maximum 
number of appeals pending against them for delay in delivering timely citizen 
services. 

 A total of 1,01,669 applications under Sakala scheme are overdue with different 
departments and institutions, as on December 6. Among such applications 23,818 
are related to Rural Development & Panchayat Raj department, 21,196 applications 
pertain to Revenue department, and 12,121 are related to BBMP. 
Karnataka Sakala Services Act 

 Karnataka Sakala Services Act was passed in 2011 to provide guarantee of services 
to citizens in the Indian state of Karnataka with a stipulated time limiting to citizen 
related services.  

 The act came to be known as the Sakala act since November 2012. Karnataka is the 
tenth state to incorporate an act under Right to Public Services legislation.  

 The Sakala program is backed by a comprehensive information technology network, 
developed by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) to provide solutions and services 
and to monitor the services. 
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12.Pandemic effect: Karnataka's debt rose 31% 

 Karnataka’s public debt rose 31.38 per cent between 2019-20 and 2020-21, the 
Comptroller & Auditor General (CAG) said in its report tabled in the Assembly, 
painting a grim picture of the state economy. 

 The burgeoning borrowings can be attributed to the government's excess borrowings 
to offset revenue deficits during the Covid-induced lockdown 

 Among factors contributing to the increase in the state's loan burden is borrowing to 
the tune of 5 per cent of GSDP in the previous fiscal. 

 Moreover, falling short of GST revenue due to the pandemic, the Centre chose to 
offer GST compensation for states in the form of loans, increasing Karnataka's 
burden by around Rs 18,000 crore. 

 Among state revenue sources that witnessed a sharp decline was state GST. Other 
major revenue sources for the state exchequer such as excise, stamps and 
registration fees and other taxes also decreased, the audit found. 

 

13.Karnataka designs consent system for citizens to share 
personal data 

 Karnataka unveiled the e-Sahamathi platform, a consent-driven system that 
authorities say will give citizens complete control over sharing their personal data 
with private companies. 

 Private or public companies and nonprofits willing to use the e-Sahamathi platform to 
access citizen data will have to pay a one-time registration fee of Rs 50,000.  

 Citizens get full control over their data and the government won’t have any role in 
what they choose to share. 

 The platform, which will use Aadhaar authentication, will act as a consent manager 
for citizens who are data principals.  

 Citizens are the owners of their personal data. Government departments that collect 
and maintain citizen information are data fiduciaries. 

 Let’s say a student has landed a job with Wipro and the company requires his or her 
academic credentials. The student can log into e-Sahamathi and give consent for his 
or her data to be shared with Wipro. The government has the student’s academic 
data, which will be shared once there is consent. 

 Citizens can specify the purpose and validity of the consent. The citizen can revoke 
consent anytime. 

 e-Sahamathi is a more advanced version of DigiLocker. “DigiLocker is where you 
store data, which may not be genuine. Data shared through e-Sahamathi is genuine 
as it comes from the government. 
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14.Former Union Minister RL Jalappa dies at 96 

 
 Jalappa died at a hospital named after him in Kolar. He was admitted a month ago 

and was shifted to the ICU a few weeks ago. Besides age-related ailments, Jalappa 
suffered kidney and lung problems.  

 Born on October 19, 1925, at Rajanukunte, Doddaballapur, Jalappa's first foray into 
politics was in 1968 when he became president of the Taluk Development Board.   

 Jalappa, an Idiga, represented Chikballapur in the Lok Sabha four times from 1996 
until his political retirement in 2009. He was a union minister in the HD Deve Gowda 
government. 

 He was associated with former chief minister D Devaraj Urs. They were with the 
Congress before they broke away to form Kranti Ranga, which was later merged into 
the Janata Party.  

 It was Urs who got Jalappa into the Legislative Council in 1980. In 1983, Jalappa 
entered the Assembly as a representative of the Doddaballapur constituency.  

 

15.Prohibitory orders imposed in Belagavi as Sangolli Rayanna 
statue vandalised 

 Prohibitory orders were issued in the city following two untoward incidents of 
vandalisation of freedom fighter Sangolli Rayanna's statue and hurling stones at 
government vehicles. 

 According to the Police Commissioner's office, the prohibitory order is imposed under 
Section 144 CrPC, for Belagavi police commissionerate area, which comprises 
Belagavi taluk. 

 Incidents like stone pelting, causing damage to public property and government 
vehicles is illegal, so police have been directed to take long term measures, so that 
such incidents don't recur. 
Section 144 in The Code Of Criminal Procedure, 1973 

 Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973 authorises the Executive 
Magistrate of any state or territory to issue an order to prohibit the assembly of four 
or more people in an area. According to the law, every member of such 'unlawful 
assembly' can be booked for engaging in rioting. 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

Mains 
 

 

1.Female labour income in India is at 18%, says World 
Inequality Report 

 
 According to the first-ever estimates of the gender inequality in global earnings 

presented in the World Inequality Report 2022 released, Men in India capture 82% of 
labour income, while women earn just 18%. 

 The female share of the total labour income is the national aggregate labour income 
earned by women relative to the total aggregate of labour income within a country.  

 In a country with perfect equality between women and men, the female labour 
income share would be equal to 50%.  

 But the report finds that it is below 50% around the world. 
 Female labour income in India of 18.3% is lower than the average for Asia, which 

was at 27% in 2019. 
 Eleven countries in the region have values above 30%. Among the neighbours that 

performed worse than India were Bhutan (17.5%), Bangladesh (16.9%), Pakistan 
(7.4%), and Afghanistan (4.2%); and those with a higher share were Nepal (23.2%), 
Sri Lanka (23.3%) and China (33.4%). 

 After the pandemic, there was a worsening of female labour participation rate, which 
fell to 16.1% during the July-September 2020 quarter, according to the Ministry of 
Statistics. 

 Eastern Europe has the highest female labour income shares, with the average 
female share near 41%. Moldova has the highest female labour income in the world 
at 45%.  

 The Middle East and North Africa exhibit low levels of female labour income share, 
with an unweighted average of 15%. Yemen has the lowest female labour income of 
1%.  

 Overall, the share of women in total incomes from work neared 30% in 1990 and 
stands at 34% today. 

Mains 
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2.High inflation and it’s implications 

 
 Wholesale inflation, based on the Wholesale Price Index, jumped to 14.23 per cent in 

November, 2021 from 12.54 per cent in October (on a year-on-year basis), primarily 
due to rise in food prices especially of vegetables, and minerals and petroleum 
products, as per the data released by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry.  
Factors behind the uptick 

 High food, fuel and commodity prices along with supply-side bottlenecks are reflected 
in the inflation rates at both retail and wholesale level.  

 A sharp surge in primary articles inflation which doubled to 10.34 per cent in 
November 2021 from 5.20 per cent in October 2021 was mainly responsible for 
taking the wholesale inflation to record levels.  

 Within primary articles, food articles inflation jumped to 4.88 per cent in November 
from negative 1.69 per cent a month ago. At retail level, food inflation increased to 
1.87 per cent in November from 0.85 percent  a month ago. 

 Inflation in crude petroleum at the wholesale level inched further to 91.74 per cent in 
November 2021 as compared to 80.57 per cent a month ago. As a result, fuel and 
power inflation remained firm at 39.81 per cent in November 2021 (October 2021: 
37.18%). 

 Core inflation — the non-food, non-fuel inflation component — jumped to a five-
month high of 6.08 per cent at retail level in November. At the wholesale level, it 
climbed to a fresh high of 12.3 per cent in November 2021. 
Gap between WPI and CPI inflation 

 Despite not being a policy tool, the surge in the WPI is a cause of worry. While the 
CPI-based retail inflation — the more widely tracked policy tool — looks at the price 
at which the consumer buys goods, the WPI tracks prices at the wholesale, or factory 
gate/mandi levels.  

 Between the wholesale price and the retail price, the difference essentially is the 
former only tracks basic prices devoid of transportation cost, taxes and the retail 
margin etc.  

 And that WPI pertains to only goods, not services. So, the WPI basically captures the 
average movement of wholesale prices of goods and is primarily used as a GDP 
deflator (the ratio of the value of goods an economy produces in a particular year at 
current prices to that of prices that prevailed during the base year). 
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3.Special Status for Bihar 

 Nitish Kumar has again raised his nearly 15-year-old demand for the status of special 
category state (SCS) for Bihar. On Monday (December 13), the Chief Minister said 
that his deputy, Renu Devi, who had earlier described the demand as “meaningless”, 
had “no detailed information” on Bihar’s claim. 

 Nitish has been seeking SCS for Bihar since at least 2007.  
Special category states 

 In a special category state, the Centre-state funding of centrally-sponsored schemes 
is split in the ratio of 90:10, much more favourable than the 60:40 or 80:20 splits in 
other                                                     (non-SCS) states. 

 The Constitution does not provide for any state to receive special treatment 
compared to others; however, for a range of reasons including historical 
disadvantage, difficult or hilly terrain, nature of population (low density or a large 
share of tribals), strategic location along the border, economic or infrastructural 
backwardness, etc., the Centre has over the decades extended special assistance to 
some states. 

 From 1969 onward, a body called the National Development Council (NDC) — which 
used to be a part of the now defunct Planning Commission of India — recommended 
SCS status for 11 states: eight from the Northeast, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal 
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand. 

 After the government accepted the recommendations of the Fourteenth Finance 
Commission in 2015, however, the concept of SCS effectively disappeared.  

 The NITI Aayog, which has replaced the Planning Commission, has no power to 
allocate funds — and therefore, the discretion that the ruling party at the Centre had 
to dole out special favours to states through the Plan panel, no longer exists. 

 States such as Bihar, Odisha, and Jharkhand have, however, persisted with the 
demand.  

 Andhra Pradesh too has claimed SCS as fulfillment of the promise that it says was 
made by the previous UPA government when the state was bifurcated in 2014.  
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