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1.  ‘Padhe Bharat’, a 100 days reading campaign 
 

 Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched a 100 days reading 

campaign 'Padhe Bharat'.   

 The launch of 100 Days Reading Campaign is in alignment with the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020  which emphasises on promotion of joyful reading 

culture for children by ensuring availability of age appropriate reading books for 

children in local/mother tongue/regional/tribal Language. 

 The Padhe Bharat  campaign will focus on children studying in Balvatika to Grade 8. 

 The reading campaign will be organised for 100 days (14 weeks) starting from 1st 

January 2022 to 10th April 2022. 

 The reading campaign aims to have participation of all stakeholders at national and 

state level including children, teachers, parents, community, educational 

administrators etc. 

 The 100 days reading campaign will also focus on Indian languages including mother 

tongue/local/regional languages. It is in this regard, 21st February which is celebrated 

as International Mother Tongue Day, has also been integrated with this campaign.  

 

2. Mahatma Gandhi's "Nai Talim" 
 

 The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that the New 

Education Policy follows the ‘Nai Talim’ of Mahatma Gandhi by giving importance to 

the mother tongue as the medium of instruction at school level. 

 Addressing the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi International Hindi 

University, the Vice President recalled that the "Nai Talim" proposed by Mahatma 

Gandhi in Wardha in 1937 laid emphasis on making mother tongue as the medium of 

instruction in addition to free compulsory education and skill training to the students.   

Nai Talim 

 Gandhiji introduced the concept of Nai Talim in 1937. It aimed to achieve Gram 

Swaraj. 

  Gram means village and Swaraj means liberation. In short, Gandhiji dreamed to 

make 

  all villages independent; and self-reliant. It is an approach to the total personality 

  development of body, mind and spirit and was based on four principles namely: 

o  Education or learning in mother tongue along with handicraft work, 

Economy 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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o Work should be linked with most useful vocational needs of the locality, 

o Learning should be linked with vocational work, and 

o Work should be socially useful and productive (needed for living). 

 This approach of work centric education with technology accessible locally was the 

basic approach of Nai Talim. 

 

3. Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Uran Akademi (IGRUA)sets a new 

record of 19000 flying hours in 2021   

 

 During the year 2021, IGRUA piled up 19000 hours of flying as against an 

average yearly flying output of 15000 per year during the previous five years while 

it was 11641 hours in 2020.  

 IGRUA achieved this milestone of 19000 hours despite continued effect of 

pandemic and inclement weather conditions due to Tauktae Cyclone in 2021.   

 Indira Gandhi RashtriyaUranAkademi(IGRUA) was established by the 

Government of Indiain the year 1986 at Fursatganj Airfield, presently in the district 

of Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.   

 IGRUA is an Autonomous Body established under the Societies Registration Act 

1860 and is administered by a Governing Council under the Ex-officio 

Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation.  

 

4. Pradhan Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing 
Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme 

 

 
 

 Union Minister for Ministry of Food Processing Industries and senior officials of 

NAFED launched six, One District One Product (ODOP) brands under the Pradhan 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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Mantri Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme at 

Panchsheel Bhawan, New Delhi. 

 The Ministry of Food Processing Industries has signed an agreement with NAFED for 

developing 10 brands of selected ODOPs under the branding and marketing 

component of the PMFME scheme. Out of these, six brands namely Amrit Phal, Cori 

Gold, Kashmiri Mantra, Madhumanthra, Somdana, and Whole Wheat Cookies of Dilli 

Bakes were launched. 

 The brand Amrit Phal for amla juice has been exclusively developed under the 

ODOP concept for Gurugram, Haryana.  

 Cori Gold brand has been developed for coriander powder which is the identified 

ODOP for Kota, Rajasthan.  

 Brand Kashmiri Mantra brings out the essence of spices from Kulgam, Jammu and 

Kashmir. The Kashmiri Lal Mirch product has been developed under the ODOP 

component for spices for Jammu and Kashmir.  

 Brand Madhu Mantra has been developed under the ODOP concept for honey from 

Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh.  

 Whole wheat cookies is the second product developed under the brand Dilli Bakes. 

 Brand Somdana has been developed under the ODOP concept of millets from 

Thane, Maharashtra.  

About the PMFME Scheme: 

 
 Launched under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan, the Pradhan Mantri 

Formalisation of Micro food processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme is a 

centrally sponsored scheme. 

 It aims to enhance the competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises in 

the unorganized segment of the food processing industry and to promote 

formalization of the sector and provide support to Farmer Producer Organizations, 

Self Help Groups, and Producers Cooperatives along their entire value chain.  

 With an outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore over a period of five years from 2020-21 to 

2024-25, the scheme envisions to directly assist the 2,00,000 micro food 

processing units for providing financial, technical, and business support for up-

gradation of existing micro food processing enterprises. 
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5.  Centre to organize the FIRST EVER Startup India Innovation 
Week from 10th -16th of January 2022. 

 
 The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is organizing 

the first-ever Startup India Innovation Week from 10th -16th of January 2022.   

 This week-long innovation celebration aims to commemorate the 75th year of India’s 

independence ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ and is designed to showcase the spread 

and depth of entrepreneurship across India. 

 This startup and innovation festival's primary goal is to bring together the country's 

key startups, entrepreneurs, investors, incubators, funding entities, banks, 

policymakers, and other national/international stakeholders to celebrate 

entrepreneurship and promote innovation.  

 Furthermore, to exchange knowledge on nurturing startup ecosystems; to develop 

entrepreneurial ecosystem capacities; to mobilise global and domestic capital for 

startup investments; to encourage and inspire the youth for innovation and 

entrepreneurship; to provide market access opportunities to startups; and to 

showcase high-quality, high-technology, and frugal innovations from India. 

 

       BIS celebrates its 75th Anniversary 

 
 The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) completed 75 glorious years of its existence 

on 6th January 2022. BIS came into existence as Indian Standards Institution (ISI) in 

1947.  

 Through its core activities of Standardization and Certification, BIS has been 

contributing to the national economy for the past 75 years. 

 Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) came into existence, through an Act of Parliament 

dated 26th November 1986, on 1st April 1987, with a broadened scope and more 

powers; taking over the staff, assets, liabilities and functions of erstwhile ISI.  

 Through this change over, the government envisaged building a climate for quality 

culture and consciousness and greater participation of consumers in formulation and 

implementation of standards. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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6. Himachal becomes, first smoke-free state of the country 
 

 Ujjwala and Himachal Grihini Suvidha scheme of Centre and State government prove 

boon for the people of the state and making Himachal Pradesh the first state in the 

country to become a smoke-free state. 

 Ujjwalla Yojna was started by the Centre government with the view to free the 

women of the country from indoor pollution.  

 Along with this, the Himachal government also started the Grihini Suvidha Yojana to 

benefit as many women as possible, under the scheme. 

 3.23 lakh housewives, provided with free gas cylinders under Grihini Suvidha Yojana: 

 

 

 

 

1. Centre notifies rules for Consumer Protection Rules, 2021 
 

 The Central Government has notified the Consumer Protection (Jurisdiction of the 

District Commission, the State Commission and the National Commission) Rules, 

2021. 

 The revised pecuniary jurisdiction for entertaining consumer complaints shall be upto 

- 

o 50 lakh for District Commissions, 

o More than ₹50 lakh to ₹2 Crore for State Commissions and 

o More than ₹2 Crore for National Commission 

 With notification of the aforementioned rules, the new pecuniary jurisdiction, subject 

to other provisions of the Act, shall be as under: 

o District Commissions shall have jurisdiction to entertain complaints where 

value of the goods or services paid as consideration does not exceed 50 lakh 

rupees. 

o State Commissions shall have jurisdiction to entertain complaints where value 

of the goods or services paid as consideration exceeds 50 lakh rupees but 

does not exceed 2 crore rupees. 

o National Commission shall have jurisdiction to entertain complaints where 

value of the goods or services paid as consideration exceeds 2 crore rupees. 

o  

Polity and Governance  
 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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Background 

 The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 promulgates a three-tier quasi-judicial 

mechanism for redressal of consumer disputes namely district commissions, state 

commissions and national commission.  

 After the Act came into force, it was observed that the existing provisions relating to 

pecuniary jurisdiction of consumer commissions were leading to cases which could 

earlier be filed in National Commission to be filed in State Commissions and cases 

which could earlier be filed in State Commissions to be filed in District Commissions.  

 This caused a significant increase in the workload of District Commissions, leading to 

rise in pendency and delay in disposal of cases, defeating the very object of securing 

speedy redressal to consumers as envisaged under the Act. 

 

2. Government says ₹8-lakh EWS cap derived after study 
 

 The Supreme Court on Thursday wondered how the Union government came up with 

the ₹ 8 lakh annual income limit within just three days of introducing 10% reservation 

for the economically weaker sections (EWS) of society. 

Background 

 The Constitution (One Hundred and Third) Amendment Act introducing EWS quota 

came into force on January 14, 2019.  

 In the same year, the government released an official memorandum (OM) informing 

that families earning a gross annual income below ₹ 8 lakh would be identified as 

EWS for the benefit of reservation. 

Details  

 The Bench questioned the criterion for the ₹ 8 lakh threshold fixed to identify EWS 

and said it was a “mechanical adoption” of the OBC creamy layer cut-off 

 The committee, formed by the government to review the ₹ 8 lakh limit, in its report on 

December 31, maintained that the ₹ 8 lakh threshold fixed to identify EWS was not a 

“mechanical adoption” of the OBC creamy layer cut-off. 

 In his arguments for the Centre, Mr. Mehta said EWS had “stricter criterion” and 

considered the gross annual income of the family and not just that of the individual 

seeking reservation benefits. He referred to the Pandey committee report, which said 

the ₹ 8 lakh criterion struck a “fine balance” between over-inclusion and inclusion 

errors. 

 “Firstly, EWS’s criteria relates to the financial year prior to the year of application 

whereas the income criterion for the creamy layer in OBC category is applicable to 

gross annual income for three consecutive years.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Secondly, in case of OBC creamy layer, income from salaries, agriculture and 

traditional artisanal professions are excluded from the consideration whereas the Rs. 

8 lakh criteria for EWS includes all sources, including farming.  

 So, despite being the same cut-off number, their composition is different and hence, 

the two cannot be equated. 

 

3. Telangana tops in highest number of ODF villages 
 

 Telangana stood first in the country in the list of highest number of open defecation 

free (ODF Plus) villages under the Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) Phase-II 

programme till December 31, 2021. 

 As many as 13,737 out of 14,200 villages in the State are in the ODF Plus list, which 

is 96.74%.  

 This was followed by Tamil Nadu with 4,432 villages (35.39%) and Karnataka with 

1,511 villages (5.59%). Gujarat took the 17th position with only 83 villages (0.45%). 

 Sanitation drives have often been carried out through the Palle Pragathi programme 

in villages. Vermicompost made out of wet litter is given to plants in the green belt of 

villages as manure. Also, magic soak pits and drainage facilities have been arranged 

in all houses for proper liquid waste management. 

Swachh Bharat Mission – Gramin 

 To accelerate the efforts to achieve Universal Sanitation Coverage and to put the 

focus on sanitation, the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India had launched the Swachh 

Bharat Mission on 2nd October 2014.  

 Under the mission, all villages, Gram Panchayats, Districts, States and Union 

Territories in India declared themselves “open-defecation free” (ODF) by 2 October 

2019, the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, by constructing over 100 

million toilets in rural India. 

 The Swachh Bharat Mission – Gramin (SBM-G) programme, under the Ministry of 

Drinking Water and Sanitation, is a flagship programme of the Government of India.  

 

4. Union Education Minister launches NEAT 3.0 
 

 Union Education Minister and Skill Development Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 

launched NEAT 3.0, a single platform to provide the best-developed ed-tech 

solutions and courses to students of the country.  

 Speaking on the occasion Shri Pradhan said that NEAT will be a game-changer in 

bridging the digital divide, especially among the economically disadvantaged 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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students and also in fulfilling the knowledge-based requirement of India and the 

world.  

 The Minister informed that 58 global and Indian start-up ed-tech companies are 

onboard NEAT and are offering 100 courses & e-resources for bettering learning 

outcomes, developing employable skills and overcoming learning loss. 

 More than 12 lakh socially and economically disadvantaged students have received 

free ed-tech course coupons worth over ₹253 crore under NEAT 3.0.  

 This is one of the biggest gift to the student community from Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi in the new year 2022, he added. He stated that India will lead the 

global economy in the 21st century and will be the most preferred market for trade & 

economy. 

NEAT: 

 National Educational Alliance for Technology (NEAT) is an initiative to provide the 

use of best-developed technological solutions in the education sector to enhance the 

employability of the youth on a single platform for learners' convenience.  

 These solutions use Artificial Intelligence for a personalized and customized learning 

experience for better learning outcomes  and skill development in niche areas.  

 

5. Election Commission hikes expenditure limit for candidates in 
Parliamentary and Assembly polls 

 
 The Election Commission has enhanced the existing election expenditure limit for 

candidates in Parliamentary and Assembly constituencies.  

 These limits will be applicable in all upcoming elections. 

 The ceiling on parliamentary poll expenditure has been raised from 70 lakh  to 95 

lakh rupees in bigger states and 54 lakh to 75 lakhs in smaller states.  

 The bigger states include Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal and Karnataka, and the smaller states include Goa, Sikkim, Arunachal 

Pradesh and UTs.  

 The ceiling on poll expenditure in UT of Jammu and Kashmir has been raised to 95 

lakhs. 

 For Assembly constituencies, expenditure limits have been enhanced from 28 lakh 

rupees 40 lakh rupees in bigger states and from 20 lakhs to 28 lakhs in smaller 

states. 

 Last major revision in the election expenditure limit was carried out in 2014, which 

was further increased by 10 percent in 2020. EC had formed a Committee to study 

the cost factors and other related issues, and make suitable recommendations. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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6. 24th Conference on e-Governance 2020-21 

 Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh will inaugurate the 24th Conference on e-

Governance 2020-21 in Hyderabad.  

 The two-day conference themed ‘India’s Techade: Digital Governance in a Post 

Pandemic World’ will be organized by the Department of Administrative Reforms and 

Public Grievances and Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in 

association with the Government of Telangana. 

 During the event, National Awards for e-Governance 2021 will be presented under 6 

categories to 26 e-Governance initiatives at Central, State and District levels and 

also to Academic and Research Institutions and Public Sector Undertakings. 

 This includes 12 Gold, 13 Silver and 1 Jury Award.  

 Delegates from 28 states and 9 Union Territories along with academia, research 

institutions, IT Industry would be participating in the conference through Virtual Mode. 

 

 

 

 

1. India, Pakistan exchange lists of nuclear installations and 
facilities  

 
 India and Pakistan exchanged, through diplomatic channels simultaneously at New 

Delhi and Islamabad, the list of nuclear installations and facilities, covered under the 

Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear Installations and Facilities 

between India and Pakistan. 

 The Agreement, which was signed on 31 December 1988 and entered into force on 

27 January 1991 provides, inter alia, that India and Pakistan inform each other of the 

nuclear installations and facilities to be covered under the Agreement on the first of 

January of every calendar year.  

 This is the 31st consecutive exchange of such lists between the two countries, the 

first one having taken place on January 01, 1992. 

 Meanwhile, India and Pakistan also exchanged lists of prisoners held in their prisons, 

which includes civilians, defence personnel and fishermen. 

 Pakistan shared with the Indian High Commission in Islamabad a list of 628 Indian 

prisoners in Pakistan, including 51 civilians and 577 fishermen. While,  

 India handed a list of 355 Pakistani prisoners in India, including 282 civilians and 73 

fishermen, to the High Commission for Pakistan in New Delhi. 

International Relations 
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2. Trincomalee oil tank farm 
 

 Last week, Sri Lanka’s Energy Minister Udaya Gammanpila announced that the 

Indian Oil Subsidiary Lanka IOC would be given 49% stake in the joint development 

of the Trincomalee Oil Tank farm, with Ceylon Petroleum Corporation keeping 51%. 

 The CPC has formed a special purpose company, Trinco Petroleum Terminals Ltd, 

and it is expected to get Cabinet approval soon.  

 If it goes according to plan — and that is a big if — India and Sri Lanka would have 

finally achieved the implementation of an agreement —  contained in an exchange of 

letters between then Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan President J R 

Jayewarndene as part of the annexure to the India-Sri Lanka Accord of July 29, 1987 

— that the tank farm would be developed jointly. 

 

Why Trincomalee matters 

 The pre-WWII era oil storage facility has a capacity of nearly 1 million tonnes, which 

far outstrips the demand in Sri Lanka. Located inland from China Bay, the facility was 

meant to be serviced by the natural harbour at Trincomalee.  

 

3. China opens longest Metro line in the world 

 
 Shanghai has maintained its position as the city with the largest Metro network in the 

world, with the opening of two driverless lines—Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18. 

 With the new lines, the total length of Shanghai’s metro network has extended to 831 

km, continuing to be the longest in the world. 

 The opening of the two new lines will bring the total number of fully automatic metro 

lines in Shanghai to five, with an operating length of 167 km, ranking first in the world 

for the first time. 
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4. China constructing bridge on Pangong Tso 

 
 China is constructing a bridge in Eastern Ladakh connecting the North and South 

Banks of Pangong Tso which would significantly bring down the time for People’s 

Liberation Army (PLA) to move troops and equipment between the two sectors. 

 On the North Bank there is a PLA garrison at Kurnak fort and on the South Bank at 

Moldo and the distance between the two is around 200 kms.  

 The new bridge between the closest points on two banks which is around 500m will 

bring down movement time between the two sectors from around 12 hours to 3-4 

hours.  

 The bridge is located around 25 kms ahead of the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

 The bridge is in China's territory, and the Indian Army will have to factor this in its 

operational plans. 

 India holds one third of the 135 km long boomerang shaped lake located at an 

altitude of over 14,000 feet. The lake, a glacial melt, has mountain spurs of the 

Chang Chenmo range jetting down referred to as fingers. 

 The North bank, which has much higher differences in perception of LAC than the 

South bank, has been the initial site of the clashes in early May 2020 while tensions 

on the South Bank had flared up later in August.  

 The Indian Army gained tactical advantage over the PLA on the south bank in late 

August by occupying several peaks lying vacant since 1962 gaining a dominating 

view of the Moldo area. On the north bank too, Indian troops set up posts facing PLA 

positions on the ridgelines of Finger 4. 
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 In February 2020, as part of the first phase of disengagement, both sides agreed  for 

complete disengagement on the North and South Banks of Pangong Lake. The 

Indian Army has a permanent position near Finger 3, the Dhan Singh Thapa post, 

while the PLA has a base East of Finger 8. The South Bank of Pangong leads to 

Kailash range and to the Chushul sector. 

 

 

 

 

1. HC allows woman to terminate 28-week pregnancy 
 The Delhi High Court has said that reproductive choice is a facet of reproductive 

rights of a woman and a dimension of her ‘personal liberty’, while allowing a woman 

to terminate her 28 weeks’ pregnancy as the foetus suffers from a rare congenital 

heart disease. 

 Under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, termination is permissible 

where the length of pregnancy does not exceed 20 weeks, on an opinion formed of a 

doctor, that the pregnancy would cause a risk to the life of the pregnant woman or 

grave injury to her physical or mental health or if there is a risk that upon birth of the 

child, it would suffer serious physical or mental abnormality. 

 Where the length of pregnancy exceeds 20 weeks but not 24 weeks, termination is 

permissible on the opinion formed of two registered medical practitioners. 

 However, in the present case, the woman has completed 28 weeks of pregnancy. As 

the MTP Act does not permit pregnancy termination beyond 24 weeks, she 

approached the court. 

 The High Court said the woman cannot be deprived of the freedom to take a decision 

to continue or not to continue with the pregnancy, in the backdrop of the fetal 

abnormalities. 

 

2.1 woman member in panel that will examine bill to raise legal 
marriage age 

 The parliamentary panel assigned to examine the landmark bill, piloted by the 

Women and Child Development Ministry which seeks to raise the legal age of 

marriage for women from 18 to 21 has only one woman MP out of 31 members. 

 The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, which will have wider influence 

over society, especially females, was introduced in Lok Sabha during the winter 

Social issues 
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session and referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, 

Women, Children, Youth and Sports. 

 The legal age of marriage for women is being raised by the Centre on the 

recommendations of the Jaya Jaitly Committee, which was constituted by the WCD 

Ministry in June 2020. 

 The Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 2021 seeks to raise the age of 

legal marriage for women from 18 to 21, will apply to all communities in the country 

and, once enacted, will supersede existing marriage and personal laws. 

 Introduced in Lok Sabha by Smriti Irani, Union Minister for Women and Child 

Development, the Bill which proposes amendments to the 2006 law was sent to a 

Parliamentary Standing Committee for further discussion.     

 

3. National Youth Festival 2022 in Puducherry 
 

 Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri Anurag Thakur and Lt. Governor of 

Puducherry Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan today unveiled the 25th National Youth 

Festival to be held in Puducherry from 12th -16th January 2022.      

 Shri Anurag Thakur also unveiled the tag-line of the National Youth Festival, 

Shaksham Yuva Shashakth Yuva meaning Capable Youth- Forceful Youth, Able 

Youth- Strong Youth. 

 National Youth Festival is organized by the Government of India every year in 

collaboration with one of the States from January 12th to 16th to commemorate the 

birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda i.e. 12th January.  

 The basic objective of the NYF is to bring the youth of the country together in an 

attempt to showcase their talents in various activities to cover almost all socio-

cultural aspects of life, providing an opportunity to amateur young artists to express 

themselves and interact with fellow artists and to further learn the new art forms from 

experts of various disciplines. 

 

4. ICAR-Sugarcane Breeding Institute for its tribal - empowerment 
interventions’ 

 
 ICAR – Sugarcane Breeding Institute (ICAR-SBI), Coimbatore in collaboration with 

Anamalai Tiger Reserve, conducted a campaign on “Knowledge empowerment of 

tribals’ and launched its STC (Scheduled Tribe Component) project at Attagatti in 

Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR),  on 5 January 2022. 

 Unlike other tiger reserves, the Anamalai Tiger Reserve has diverse groups of 

indigenous people, he mentioned. 
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 The ‘Malasar’ tribes are of great help to  the Forest Department in training the 

elephants with their profound knowledge and skill on handling Asian elephants, the 

Deputy Director said that  saving tribals is akin to saving forests. 

 This is the first time this project is being implemented in ATR.  

 The interventions by the Institute for implementing STC, was finalized based on a 

systematic need assessment by conduct of Focus groups among two tribes viz., 

‘Malasar’ and ‘Malai malasar’ tribes belonging to the tribal settlements of Nagaroothu 

-1, Nagaroothu – 2, Old Sarkarpathy, Chinnarpathy, Koomapatti and Paalakinaru.  

 Mentioning that over 47 lakhs of Indian tribal children suffer from chronic nutrition 

deprivation, he said that the tribal community in these settlements, will be educated 

on setting up and maintaining a nutrition garden and kitchen garden seed kits will be 

distributed during this campaign on ‘knowledge empowerment of tribals’ .  

 Along with distribution of radio sets, the tribals are being informed of those radio 

programmes that could assist in their knowledge empowerment. ICAR-SBI is also 

distributing farm tools, household items and seedlings to the tribal folk in the villages, 

he added. 

 

 
 
 

 

1. The significance of Delhi government’s recognition to fifth Sikh 
Takht 

 Ahead of the Punjab Assembly elections, the Aam Aadmi Party(AAP)-led Delhi 

Assembly on Monday passed an amendment Bill to the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Act, 

1971, recognising Takht Damdama Sahib as the fifth Takht of Sikhs. 

What is a Sikh Takht? 

 A Takht, which means a throne, is a seat of temporal authority for Sikhs.  

 There are five Sikh Takhts, three in Punjab and one each in Maharashtra and Bihar. 

 Akal Takht: Located in Amritsar, it is the oldest of the Takhts, and considered 

supreme among the five. It was set up in 1606 by Guru Hargobind, whose 

succession as the sixth Guru after the execution of his father, Guru Arjan Dev, is 

considered a turning point in Sikh history.  

 The other four Takhts are linked to Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru. 

 Takht Keshgarh Sahib: Located in Anandpur Sahib in Punjab. It was here that Guru 

Gobind Singh raised Khalsa, the initiated Sikh warriors, in 1699. 

 Takht Patna Sahib: Guru Gobind Singh was born here in 1666. 

Culture 
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 Takht Hazur Sahib: In Nanded, where Guru Gobind Singh spent time and where he 

was cremated in 1708. 

 Takht Damdama Sahib: In Talwandi Sabo of Bathinda. Guru Gobind Singh spent 

several months here. 

What does the amendment to the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Act mean? 

 It adds one more ex officio member in the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management 

Committee (DSGMC) house.  

 Earlier, there were four ex officio members in the house — the chiefs (jathedars) of 

the other four Sikh Takhts. 

 

2. Ladakh celebrates ‘Losar’ the traditional new year with symbolic 
performances 

 
 Ladakh is celebrating Losar, the traditional new year on January 3, 2022.  

 Losar is being celebrated by the Buddhist Community in the region with elaborate 

symbolic festivities in the name of God and Goddess. 

 The Festival consists of lighting, offering rituals to God and Goddess, and culinary 

delights.  

 The festivities began with the celebration of Birth and Nirvana Anniversary Je 

Tsongkhapa with illuminations of religious places like Monasteries,  Stupas, 

residential and other places. The eve of Losar festival is also celebrated with 

memorial food offerings for the departed loved ones. 
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 1.'Malabar is the most complex naval exercise' 
 

 With China’s continuous expansion of its presence and assistance in the Indian 

Ocean region, the latest being the delivery of the Ming class diesel-electric 

submarine to Myanmar, India also is taking measures to protect the region. 

Logistics agreements 

 These engagements are further amplified by the bilateral logistics agreements, Navy 

to Navy agreements and information sharing agreements that India has concluded 

with several countries. 

 India also exchanges maritime Information bilaterally with Friendly Foreign Countries 

to create Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

Information exchange 

 Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) has emerged as an important theme for regional 

cooperation in recent years and the Navy’s Information Fusion Centre for Indian 

Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) positioned itself as an important hub for it.  

 India has also signed white shipping exchange agreements with 22 countries and 

one Multi-national Construct. 

Exercise Malabar 

 Exercise Malabar is a naval exercise involving the United States, Japan and India as 

permanent partners.  

 The annual Malabar exercises includes diverse activities, ranging from fighter combat 

operations from aircraft carriers through maritime interdiction operations, anti-

submarine warfare, diving salvage operations, amphibious operations, counter-piracy 

operations, cross–deck helicopter landings and anti–air warfare operations.  

 Malabar, which began as a bilateral exercise between India and the U.S. in 1992 and 

became multilateral with the addition of Australia and Japan, has also significantly 

grown in scope and complexity.  

 Twenty-five editions of the exercise have been conducted till date with the last edition 

conducted in two phases in August and October 2021. 

 

 

 

 

Defence and Security 
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2. Multi Agency Centre (MAC) 
 

 The Centre wants the States to share more intelligence inputs through the Multi 

Agency Centre (MAC), a common counter-terrorism grid under the Intelligence 

Bureau (IB) that was made operational in 2001 post-Kargil war. 

 At a high-level meeting, Union Home Minister Amit Shah asked the Directors General 

of Police to share adequate information and actionable inputs through the MAC. 

 As many as 28 organisations, including the Research and Analysis Wing (R&AW), 

armed forces and State police are part of the platform and various security agencies 

share real-time intelligence inputs on the MAC.  

 The IB had informed the committee that all organisations that are in any way involved 

in the counter-terrorism effort is a member of this centre. All the States have a 

subsidiary multi-agency centre (SMAC) located in all State capitals.  

 

3. Exercise Milan 2022: India to host mega naval battle games of 46 
nations 

 
 India A total of 46 friendly countries have been invited to participate in the 

multinational navy. exercise matching In Visakhapatnam, Scheduled from February 

25, 2022.  

 The theme of this 11th edition of Exercise Milan is Brotherhood, harmony and 

cooperation. The exercise was started in 1995 and was conducted biennially and 

was conducted with friendly navies. 

 Professional competitions and conferences planned during this phase will build 

operational momentum for the planned sea phase from March 1-4. This phase will be 

used to consolidate lessons learned during harbor interactions and to build on the 

experience of operating together at sea. 

 Countries that have been invited to participate include Russia, the United States, the 

United Kingdom, Australia, Israel, Iran, France, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, 

Bangladesh, Brazil, the United Arab Emirates, among others. 

 According to an official, India has increased its naval engagements with friendly 

countries at the bilateral, trilateral and multilateral levels since 2018. 
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4. Union Home Ministry constitutes 3 member committee to probe 
lapses in PM Modi’s security during Punjab visit 

 
 Union Home Ministry has constituted a committee to enquire into the serious lapses 

in the security arrangements during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Punjab. 

 The three-member committee will be led by Sudhir Kumar Saxena, Secretary 

(Security), Cabinet Secretariat and will comprise Balbir Singh, Joint Director, IB and 

S. Suresh, IG, SPG.  

 The committee has been advised to submit the report at the earliest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Two new plant species discovered in the Western Ghats 

 
          Neanotis Prabhuii.                  Fimbristylis Sunilii 

 Two new plant species, namely Fimbristylis Sunilii and Neanotis Prabhuii, have been 

discovered in the Western Ghats region in Thiruvananthapuram and Wayanad 

districts in Kerala.  

 The Western Ghats is home to numerous species of plants and animals and 

traverses the States of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra, and 

Gujarat. 

Fimbristylis sunilii 

 Fimbristylis sunilii, named after plant taxonomist C.N. Sunil was collected from the 

grasslands of Ponmudi hills, Thiruvananthapuram.  

 It was collected at an elevation of 1,100 metres. Fimbristylis sunilii, a perennial plant, 

belongs to the Cyperaceae family and is 20-59 cm tall. 

 Perennial plants are those that lives more than two years. These flowering plants 

usually grow and bloom over the spring and summer.  

 The plant has been provisionally assessed as data deficient (DD) under the IUCN 

Red List categories. This means that there is inadequate information to make a direct 

or indirect assessment on the risk of extinction on the plant. 

Environment and Ecology 
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Neanotis prabhuii:v 

 The other plant species discovered is Neanotis prabhuii. It is a prostrate perennial 

herb named after K.M. Prabhukumar, Senior Scientist at CSIR-NBRI, Lucknow, 

recognized for his research on flowering plants of the Western Ghats. 

 Neanotis prabhuii was discovered in the Chembra Peak grasslands of Wayanad. 

Belonging to the family Rubiaceae, Neanotis prabhuii grows up to 70 cm on high-

altitude grasslands. Its petals are pale pink in color. 

 Rubiaceae is a flowering plant and consists of terrestrial trees, shrubs, lianas, or 

herbs.  

 

2. 10.74 lakh birds flock to Chilika, largest wintering ground in 
Indian subcontinent 

 
 Chilika Lake, the largest brackish water lake and wintering ground of the birds in the 

Indian subcontinent, saw a million of birds, including an uncommon Mongolian gull, 

visiting the waterbody in 2022. 

 As per the water bird status survey-2022 conducted in the Chilika, a total of 

10,74,173 birds of the 107 water bird species and 37,953 individuals of 76 wetland 

dependent species were counted at the entire lagoon.  

 Last year, the count in Chilika was over 12 lakh. Bird census members reported rare 

sightings of the uncommon Mongolian gull. 

 The census was undertaken jointly on Tuesday by the Odisha State Wildlife 

Organisation, the Chilika Development Authority (CDA) and the Bombay Natural 

History Society.  

 The increase in numbers for the greater flamingo at Nalabana mudflat indicates that 

the restoration at Nalabana is effective. This year’s greater flamingo count was the 

highest in the last one decade. It is largely due to appropriate management of 

mudflats. 

Chilika lake 
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 Chilika Lake is a brackish water lagoon, spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam 

districts of Odisha state on the east coast of India, at the mouth of the Daya River, 

flowing into the Bay of Bengal, covering an area of over 1,100 km2.  

 It is the biggest lake of India. This lake is the largest coastal lagoon in India and the 

largest brackish water lagoon in the world. It is the largest salt water lake in India. 

 Chilika lake hosts birds migrating from thousands of miles away from the Caspian 

Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea, remote parts of Russia, Kirghiz steppes of Mongolia, 

Central and South East Asia, Ladakh and the Himalayas. 

 

3. Union Jal Shakti Minister Announces 3rd National Water Awards 
 

 Union Minister of Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat announced 3rd National 

Water Awards-2020.  In the Best State category, Uttar Pradesh has been awarded 

first prize, followed by Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu.  

 Speaking on the occasion, Shri Shekhawat stated that water is fundamental to life.  

 The objective of the awards is encouraging the stakeholders to adopt a holistic 

approach towards water resources management in the country. Also, it strives to 

create awareness among the people about the importance of water and attempts to 

motivate them to adopt best water usage practices. 

 The first National Water Award was launched by the Jal Shakti Ministry in 2018.  

 National Water Awards have provided a good opportunity to start-ups as well as 

leading organizations to engage and deliberate with senior policymakers on how to 

adopt the best water resources management practices in India. 

 The Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, 

Ministry of Jal Shakti is giving 57 awards to States, Organizations, Individuals etc. in 

11 different categories. 

o These are Best State, Best District, Best Village Panchayat, Best Urban Local 

Body, Best Media (Print & Electronic), Best School, Best 

Institution/RWA/Religious organization for Campus usage, Best Industry, Best 

NGO, Best Water User Association, and Best Industry for CSR Activity. Some 

of these categories have sub- categories for different zones of the country. 

The award winners in different categories will be given a citation, trophy and 

cash prize. 
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Background 

 India’s current water requirement is estimated to be around 1,100 billion cubic meters 

per year, projected to go up to 1,447 billion cubic meters by 2050.  

 Water as a resource is crucial to India, which is one of the fastest growing economies 

in the world. While India has more than 18% of the world’s population, it has only 4% 

of the world's renewable water resources.  

 It is in this backdrop that the National Water Awards (NWA) were instituted to 

recognize and encourage exemplary work and efforts made by States, Districts, 

individuals, organizations, etc across the country in attaining the government’s vision 

of a ‘Jal Samridh Bharat’. 

 

 

 

 

1. ICMR approves India-made kit to detect Omicron 
 

 
 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has approved a testing kit for 

detecting the Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus.  

 The kit is manufactured by Tata Medical and Diagnostics and is named OmiSure.  

 The RT-PCR kit, Omisure will be used to confirm the Omicron in patients with its S-

Gene Target Failure (SGTF) strategy.               

 The kit currently in use to detect Omicron in India has been developed by the U.S.-

based scientific instrumentation company Thermo Fisher. It, too, uses the SGTF 

strategy to detect the variant. 

 
 
 
 
 

Health 
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2. ‘IHU’ variant of Covid-19 
 

 Even as the Omicron variant of the coronavirus continues to infect people in large 

numbers across the world, news about the emergence of another highly-mutated 

variant spread rapidly on January 4, 2022, raising fears of yet another wave of 

infections.  

 This variant, B.1.640, has been found mostly in France so far, although it has also 

been detected in several other countries. The variant was reported to have 46 

mutations, including some in the spike protein. 

 The B.1.640 variant is not new. It has been around for at least three months.  

 The sudden discussion around it was triggered by the circulation of a week-old study 

by researchers from Méditerranée Infection in Marseille, part of France’s Instituts 

hospitalo-universitaires (IHU, or University Hospital Institutes). 

 The study reports the detection of a new variant in November last year among 12 

people living in the same geographical area of southeastern France, the first of which 

had returned from a trip to Cameroon.  

 The IHU variant that the researchers mention is B.1.640 which, according to global 

databases, was first discovered way back in January last year. The one that the 

French researchers found among people in November has now been classified as a 

sub-lineage B.1.640.2. 

 While the large number of significant mutations in this variant has attracted the 

interest of researchers, and raised concerns among the public, the B.1.640 is not 

spreading at a rate that is unnerving. It is certainly not as alarming as the spread of 

Omicron.  

 

3. IndianOil’s CSR initiative to help eliminate TB in Punjab & UP 
 

 IndianOil has committed to support the National TB elimination Program (NTEP) in 

India by providing an enabling environment through integrated and prioritised 

intervention with City Coordination Committees, District Health Societies, Technical 

support groups, etc., in each of the 75 districts of Uttar Pradesh and 23 districts in 

Punjab.  

 The program’s key objective will be to screen and test the entire population of UP & 

Punjab every year for the next three years. Once patients are notified, their treatment 

will continue as per the protocol of the National TB Elimination Program. 
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 In 2018, Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India had given a clarion call 

to End TB in India by 2025, five years ahead of the Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) target of 2030.  

 To fulfil the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision, Indian Oil Corporation Limited, under the 

aegis of Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, in collaboration with Ministry of Health 

& Family Welfare, is joining the “Jan Andolan” of “TB Mukt Bharat”.  

 Uttar Pradesh is the state with the largest population in India (accounting for about 

20% of the population of India). In 2020, Uttar Pradesh, with a population of over 

23.4 crores, had the highest share of tuberculosis notifications in India (over 20%).  

 Punjab caters to a large number of migrant labourers from many states and ensuring 

cascade of care to TB patients among migrants is a challenge. 

Tuberculosis (TB) 

 
 Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by bacteria (Mycobacterium tuberculosis) that most 

often affect the lungs. Tuberculosis is curable and preventable. 

 TB is spread from person to person through the air. When people with lung TB 

cough, sneeze or spit, they propel the TB germs into the air. A person needs to 

inhale only a few of these germs to become infected. 

 About one-quarter of the world's population has a TB infection, which means people 

have been infected by TB bacteria but are not (yet) ill with the disease and cannot 

transmit it. 
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4. Anti-Covid pill Molnupiravir: Approved, not recommended 
 

 Barely a week after it was approved for early-stage Covid-19 patients, molnupiravir, 

an anti-viral drug developed by US companies Merck and Ridgeback, has been kept 

out of the treatment protocol recommended by the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR).  

 Dr Balram Bhargava, head of ICMR, said that the drug had “major safety concerns”.  

 This has resulted in an awkward situation: The drug is approved for use, but not 

recommended. 

Molnupiravir 

 Molnupiravir is a repurposed Covid-19 drug, originally developed to treat influenza.  

 It is meant for mild or moderately ill Covid-19 patients who are at risk of developing 

serious illness. The pill, if administered during the first five days after contracting the 

infection, has the potential to prevent serious illnesses. 

 The pill is among the first few therapeutics now being deployed for treatment of 

Covid-19. Molnupiravir was first cleared for use in the UK in November, and more 

recently in the US. 

The concerns 

 There have been concerns on two counts — low effectiveness, and some potential 

side-effects.  

 Both were taken into account by drug regulating agencies while approving them. 

 Molnupiravir was found to be only 30% effective in trials, much lower than earlier 

indications.  

 Besides, there have been worries over its mechanism: The drug molecule 

incorporates itself into the RNA of the virus, inducing mutations with the objective of 

hampering replication. But this carries the risk of introducing mutations that can make 

the virus stronger and more dangerous.  

 A bigger worry is the risk of the drug creating mutations in the human DNA itself. 
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1. Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research in Space Science & 
Technology 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated Kalpana Chawla Centre for Research 

in Space Science & Technology (KCCRSST) at Chandigarh University on January 

03, 2022. 

 It is established with the objective of training students in space science, satellite 

development and meeting future challenges in space research. 

 The state-of-the-art KCCRSST would be the Ground Control Station for the 

Chandigarh University's Student Satellite (CUSat), an in-house developed nano-

satellite being designed by the students of the university and a Geo-Spatial Centre 

for research, besides other projects. 

 The CUSat will be among the 75 student-built satellites to be launched into space on 

the eve of the 75thIndependence Day in 2022.  

 The Chandigarh University has joined the list of 13 institutes like Indian Institute of 

Technology (IIT) Kanpur, IIT Bombay and became the first university in North India to 

design and develop its own satellite.  

 With the launch of CUSat, Punjab will become the first border state in India to have 

its own satellite in space.  

 The launch of the university's nanosatellite - CUSat will prove to be an important step 

for the country, as it will collect data related to border intrusion detection, agriculture, 

weather forecasting, natural disaster forecasting, which will be helpful in research 

and study of various problems in these areas.  

 In addition, the GCS will help develop satellite research facilities and launch satellites 

in countries that do not have developed satellite technology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science and Technology 
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Kalpana Chawla 

 
 Kalpana Chawla (March 17, 1962 – February 1, 2003) was an Indian-American 

astronaut and engineer who was the first woman of Indian origin to go to space. 

 She first flew on Space Shuttle Columbia in 1997 as a mission specialist and primary 

robotic arm operator. 

 Her second flight was on STS-107, the final flight of Space Shuttle Columbia in 

2003.  

 Chawla was one of the seven crew members who died in the Space Shuttle 

Columbia disaster when the spacecraft disintegrated during its re-entry into the 

Earth's atmosphere. 

 

2. India’s first Open Rock Museum at Hyderabad 
 

 The Union Minister of Science & Technology inaugurated India’s first unique “Rock” 

Museum and later addressed the Hyderabad Scientists at the CSIR-National 

Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI). 

 The Open Rock Museum, set up with the aim to educate and enlighten the masses 

about several lesser known facts, displays around 35 different types of rocks from 

different parts of India with ages ranging from 3.3 Billion years to around 55 Million 

years of the Earth’s history.  

 These rocks also represent the deepest part of the earth up to 175 kms of distance 

from the surface of the earth. 

 “Big Earth data” occupies the strategic high ground in the era of knowledge 

economies and India is fully exploiting this new frontier contributing to the 

advancement of Earth science. 
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1. Sahitya Akademi Awards in 20 languages announced 
 

 Sahitya Akademi has announced its annual Sahitya Akademi Awards in 20 

languages.  

 Seven books of poetry, two novels, five short stories, two plays, one biography, one 

autobiography, one critique and one Epic Poetry have won the Sahitya Akademi 

Awards 2021.  

 Awards in Gujarati, Maithili, Manipuri and Urdu languages will be announced at a 

later date. 

 Assamese writers Anuradha Sarma Pujari and Namita Gokhale have won the award 

in the novel category.  

 Awards for Poetry category include Mwdai Gahai in Bodo, Sanjiv Verenkar in 

Konkani, Hrushikesh Mallick in Odia and Vindeshwari Prasad in Telugu. 

Sahitya Akademi Award 

 The Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honour in India, which the Sahitya Akademi, 

India's National Academy of Letters, annually confers on writers of the most 

outstanding books of literary merit published in any of the 24 major Indian languages 

such as Tamil, English, Bengali, Punjabi and the 22 listed languages in the Eighth 

Schedule of the Indian Constitution recognised by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi. 

 Established in 1954, the award comprises a plaque and a cash prize of ₹ 1,00,000. 

 The award's purpose is to recognise and promote excellence in Indian writing and 

also acknowledge new trends.  

 

2. Ramnath Goenka Award 

 

Awards 
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 The winner of the Ramnath Goenka Award in the Photo Journalism category 

documented the plight of people who were dropped from the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC), and put a face to an untold human story. 

 Zishaan A Latif won the award for his photo essay, The arduous struggle for inclusion 

in the NRC, which was published in The Caravan in October 2019. 

 About a month after the NRC list was released, Latif made his way through four 

districts in Assam, documenting people’s struggle for inclusion in the NRC.  

 Most of those he met were poor Muslims who did not understand the NRC process 

and had been excluded from the first two drafts of the list, published in December 

2017 and July 2018.  

 In some cases, despite possessing legacy documents to prove their Indian ancestry, 

they faced the prospect of being sent to detention centres. 

 

3. JC Chaudhry achieves the first Guinness World Record on 
Numerology, first of 2022 

 
 The first-ever Guinness World Record in Numerology and the first world record of 

2022 was achieved by one of India's top numerologists JC Chaudhry educating 

about ancient science to around 6000 participants, enthusiasts of numerology joined 

from USA, UK, Middle East, and India. 

 The initiative was organised by CNPL (Chaudhry Nummero Pvt Ltd) and the Indian 

Institute of Numerology to create awareness regarding numerology, which was 

prevalent across ancient cultures like Greece, Egypt, China, Chaldea and India. 

 Guinness World Record London office has opened a new category itself for this 

achievement, and this is a pioneering achievement for the year of 2022. 
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1. World Braille Day 2022 
 

 Every year on January 04, World Braille Day is observed to raise the importance of 

Braille, which serves as a communication medium for blind and partially sighted 

people. This day is marked as the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, who was the 

inventor of Braille, born on January 04, 1809, in France. 

 World Braille Day is observed every year on January 4 as it is Louis Braille’s 

birthday. He is the inventor of braille. 

 Louis was born in 1809 in France and became blind after a childhood accident. But, 

he quickly mastered his new way of living. When Louis was only 15 years old, he 

created a reading and writing system based on Charles Barbier’s night writing 

system. We know Louis’ system today as braille. Adjusted over time, braille is now 

easier to read and used all over the world. 

 In November 2018 (Resolution A/RES/73/161), the UN General Assembly decided to 

proclaim 4 January as World Braille Day, recognizing that the full realization of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms relies on an inclusive written promotion. 

 The World Health Organization estimates that globally, at least 1 billion people have 

a near or distance vision impairment that could have been prevented or has yet to be 

addressed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important days 
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1. India lift U-19 Asia Cup beating Sri Lanka by 9 wickets in Dubai 

 
 In cricket, India lifted the Under-19 Asia Cup by defeating Sri Lanka by nine wickets 

in a rain-interrupted One-Day International final in Dubai through Duckworth-Lewis-

Stern method. 

 Earlier, Sri Lanka opted to bat first and scored 106 for nine in the stipulated 38 overs 

 

2.  PM Modi lays foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand Sports 
University in Meerut 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Major Dhyan Chand 

Sports University in Uttar Pradesh's Meerut. 

 One of the key areas of focus for the Prime Minister is inculcating sporting culture 

and establishing world-class sporting infrastructure in all parts of the country. The 

Sports news  
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establishment of Major Dhyan Chand Sports University at Meerut will be a major step 

towards fulfilling this vision, PMO said. 

 The Sports University will be equipped with modern and state-of-the-art sports 

infrastructure including synthetic Hockey ground, Football ground, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Handball, Kabaddi ground, Lawn tennis court, Gymnasium hall, Synthetic 

running stadium, Swimming pool, Multipurpose hall, and a Cycling Velodrome. 

 It will also house facilities for Shooting, Squash, Gymnastics, Weightlifting, Archery, 

Canoeing, and Kayaking, among other facilities with the capacity of training 1080 

sports persons including 540 female and 540 male sportspersons.            

 

3.  ‘National Air Sports Policy’ 
 The Ministry of Civil Aviation has released a draft National Air Sports Policy (NASP) 

for public feedback.  

The key features of the Draft National Air Sports Policy are: 

 NASP 2022 covers sports like aerobatics, aeromodelling, amateur-built and 

experimental aircraft, ballooning, drones, gliding, hang gliding and paragliding; 

microlighting and paramotoring; skydiving and vintage aircraft. 

 The vision is to make India one of the top air sports nations by 2030. The mission is 

to provide a safe, affordable, accessible, enjoyable and sustainable air sports 

ecosystem in India. 

 NASP 2022 seeks to leverage India’s huge potential for air sports given its large 

geographical expanse, diverse topography and fair weather conditions.  

 An Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) will be established as the apex governing 

body.  Associations for each air sport will handle day to day activities e.g. Paragliding 

Association of India or Skydiving Association of India etc. 

 The air sports associations shall be accountable to ASFI with respect to the 

regulatory oversight and for providing safe, affordable, accessible, enjoyable and 

sustainable conduct of their respective air sport. 

 ASFI shall represent India at FAI and other global platforms related to air sports. 

Greater participation and success of Indian sportspersons in global air sports events 

will be facilitated. 

 Domestic design, development and manufacturing of air sports equipment will be 

promoted in line with the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

 The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI), headquartered in Lausanne, 

Switzerland is the world governing body for air sports.  All competitions in India will 

be conducted as per the guidelines laid down by FAI. 
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 Air sports by their very nature involve a higher level of risk than flying a regular 

aircraft. NASP 2022 places strong focus on ensuring international best practices in 

safety. 

 Schools, colleges and universities will be encouraged to have air sports included in 

their curriculum.  

 To make air sports affordable to the common public, the Government will request the 

GST Council to consider rationalising the GST rate on air sports equipment to 5% or 

less. 

 

 

 

1.  Social worker Sindhutai Sapkal, 'orphan children's mother', 
dies 

 
 Renowned social worker Sindhutai Sapkal, fondly known as 'orphan children's 

mother', died following a heart attack. 

 Sapkal, who had received the Padma Shri last year, had completed 74 years. 

 Sapkal, who grew up in extreme poverty and had to suffer immense hardship, went 

on to set up institutes for orphan children. 

 Born on November 14, 1948, in the Wardha district of Maharashtra, Sapkal was 

forced to drop out of school after she had passed Std 4th. 

 In 2010, a Marathi biopic on her, "Mee Sindhutai Sapkal" released. It was selected 

for world premiere at the 54th London Film Festival. 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray condoled her death. 

Obituaries 
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 Sapkal, who took care of thousands of children, was a veritable goddess in the form 

of a mother. 

 

 

 

1.  CID to probe into police atrocities on Koragas: Araga 
 

 Home Minister Araga Jnanendra said the investigation into the alleged police excess 

against members of the Koraga community during a pre-wedding Mehendi ritual at 

Kota Thattu village will be handed over to the CID. 

Koraga community 

 The Koraga are a tribal community found mainly in the Dakshina Kannada, Udupi 

districts of Karnataka and the Kasaragod district of Kerala, south India.  

 These areas in Karnataka, are altogether often referred to as Tulunaad, which 

roughly corresponds to the boundaries of the erstwhile South Canara district. 

 The Koraga are classified by the Government of India as a Scheduled Tribe. 

 The Koraga, who numbered 16,071 according to the 2001 census of India, have their 

own language, classified as an independent Dravidian language, which is strongly 

influenced by Tulu, Kannada, Malayalam, languages commonly found in their area. 

 

2. Konkani activist Basti Vaman Shenoy passes away 

 
 Basti Vaman Shenoy, Konkani activist and founder of World Konkani Centre at 

Shaktinagar in Mangalore, passed away due to age-related illness. He was 87.  

 Shenoy has been involved with the Konkani Bhasha Mandal since 1980. He was 

made the organising secretary of the Konkani jatha movement for mobilising people 

      State news 
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for Konkani Academy. In 1993, he became the president of Konkani Bhasha Mandal-

Karnataka.  

 He had played a vital role in pressuring the government for the setting up of Konkani 

Academy. 

 Shenoy organised the first World Konkani convention in Mangalore in 1995. He was 

honoured with ‘Vishwa Konkani Sardar’ title.  

 The convention gave a mandate to establish the World Konkani Centre in Mangalore, 

for the preservation and promotion of Konkani language, art and culture. 

 In 1997, Shenoy became the president of Karnataka Konkani Sahitya Academy and 

served for two terms till 2001. He initiated efforts to introduce Konkani in schools as 

the optional third language. 

 Karnataka government had conferred Rajyotsava award on Shenoy in 2010. 

 

3. Andhra Pradesh objects to national project status for Upper 
Bhadra 

 Andhra Pradesh has objected to Karnataka's proposal seeking National Project 

status to the Upper Bhadra Project (UBP), Water Resources Minister Govind Karjol 

has said. 

 In the high-level committee meeting held on December 6, the Centre had allowed 

Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh to express their opinions on the proposal.  

 The Andhra Pradesh government has raised objections to the project. 

Upper Bhadra Project 

 Upper Bhadra Project is a major lift irrigation scheme under implementation in the 

central region of Karnataka State.  

 It envisages lifting of water in first stage from Tunga to Bhadra and lifting of water in 

second stage from Bhadra reservoir and providing it to Tunnel near Ajjampura by 

micro irrigation in drought-prone districts of Chikmagalur, Chitradurga, Tumkur and 

Davanagere.  

 The primary objective of the projects is providing a sustainable irrigation facility in 

Kharif season and the other objective of the project is to recharge the groundwater 

table, dilute the chemical contaminants of which Fluoride is predominant. 
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 4. Demand for NREGA jobs surge for second consecutive year 
 

 The demand for employment under National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(NREGA) has witnessed a growing trend, as the number of man-days created under 

the scheme almost doubled since 2017-18. 

 Job crunch caused by the pandemic-induced economic crisis has forced many to 

resort to the scheme. 

 During the current fiscal alone 10.68 lakh people were included in the scheme - 

which was one-sixth of the 58.96 lakh beneficiaries under NREGA in the state. 

 According to data, 13.14 crore man-days were generated in the first nine months of 

the 2021-22 fiscal, which was higher than the 13-crore target set for the state for the 

entire fiscal. 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)  

 National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 ( later renamed as the "Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act" or MGNREGA), is an Indian 

labour law and social security measure that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'.  

 This act was passed on 23 August 2005. 

 It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of 

wage employment in a financial year to at least one member of every household 

whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled manual work. 

 Women were guaranteed one third of the jobs made available under the MGNREGA. 

 Another aim of MGNREGA is to create durable assets (such as roads, canals, ponds 

and wells).  

 

3. Karnataka mulling ethanol policy, says Munenakoppa 
 

 The efforts are being made to have an ethanol policy in Karnataka for promoting 

production of ethanol by using not just sugarcane, but also maize and paddy. 

 Ateam of experts would be shortly constituted to make recommendations for the 

proposed policy. 

 A committee comprising experts from S Nijalingappa Research Institute and officials 

would be formed to submit a report within a month. 

 Petroleum companies are now purchasing ethanol produced in sugar factories, but 

ethanol production in the state is less compared to the demand. It is being planned to 

promote sugar, maize and paddy based ethanol, to empower farmers and to 

encourage entrepreneurs. 
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 The plan includes giving subsidies, bank loans, licence simplification and other 

facilities for ethanol producers.  

 According to a report with the Union Government, 25 percent ethanol can be mixed 

with petrol, and it would reduce crude oil imports also. 

 

4.  Paternity test: DNA sampling is not violative of Article 20 (3), 
says HC 

 
 The Kalaburagi bench of the high court has said that drawing of the blood sample of 

an accused to determine the paternity of the child is neither self-incrimination nor 

violative of Article 20 (3) of the Constitution. 

 The court observed this in a recent judgment while dismissing a petition filed by a 

person accused of rape challenging the DNA sampling that proved that he was the 

biological father of the child which was born to the victim. 

Article 20 (3) of the Constitution 

 The Indian Constitution provides immunity to an accused against self-incrimination 

under Article 20(3) – 'No person accused of an offence shall be compelled to be a 

witness against himself.  

 

5. Karnataka likely to get an index for youth development 
 

 Karnataka is likely to get a first-of-its-kind index focusing on youth development that 

will map the state of their education, health and mental well-being among others.   

 The Youth Development Index (YDI) will cover the 15-29 age group, and once in 

place could serve as a proxy indicator for the state's development, which is otherwise 

measured only by the GDP. 

 A committee constituted by the government to frame Karnataka’s Youth Policy is 

holding consultations on developing the index and a draft could be ready by April 

2022. 

 Education, health, emotional status, contribution to the economy, potential livelihood 

opportunities are among the parameters that will be considered for the index. 

 Chairperson of the Committee is Dr R Balasubramaniam, who is also the founder of 

Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement (SVYM). 
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6. Karnataka government asks Centre to relax lending norms to 
sugar factories 

 
 Karnataka on Wednesday requested the Centre to liberalise banking norms to extend 

loan to ethanol units and existing sugar factories to overcome the financial crisis due 

to low sugar price and Covid-19 pandemic. 

 Sugar factories have not generated expected revenue leading to poor balance sheets 

which eventually affected their loan borrowing. To help them, flexibility should be 

given in providing loans. 

Fair and Remunerative Price 

 The Fair and Remunerative Pricing is used in the sugarcane industry to replace the 

MSP.  

 The FRP is fixed by the government but is paid by the mill owner. 

 This is because owing to its weight-losing properties, sugarcane must reach the mills 

in a stipulated amount of time. Government procurement would not be a viable 

solution so in this case, MSP is replaced by FRP. 

 This is based on the Rangarajan Committee report of reorganising the sugarcane 

industry. The committee found that in the production of sugar 70% of the input cost is 

sugarcane. 

 In FRP the farmer is paid 70% of the total turnover of the company if only the sugar 

turnover is considered and 75% of the total turnover if other products like bagasse 

and molasses etc are also considered. 

 This FRP method is useful in times when the sugar prices are high but the FRP 

method asks the sugar companies to pay the farmer the MSP for sugar when the 

sugar price is low.  

 This adversely affects the financial health of the sugar factories in times of low sugar 

prices where the companies have to pay the MSP even though the sugar prices are 

low. 

 

7. New portal to help GPs clear power bill dues 
 

 Rural development and panchayat raj minister K S Eshwarappa said that the gram 

panchayats (GPs) owed Rs 4,229 crore to electricity supply companies. 

 “e-Belaku” platform was launched to help the panchayats easily repay dues online. 

The platform aims to streamline electricity consumption in rural areas.  

 The online platform has been developed in coordination with Bescom. 

 The platform will also help digitally document electricity meters and defunct water 

units or street lights. Panchayats will be able to log in to the portal and update details 
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on these infrastructure issues. To begin with, this will be open for GPs under Bescom 

limits. 

 

8. ‘Gandhi Sakshi Kayaka’ portal 2.0 version 
 

 The department also launched an updated 2.0 version of the ‘Gandhi Sakshi Kayaka’ 

portal, rectifying technical lacunae in the previous version. 

 The website will help get real-time information about projects taken up by the 

department, which will help in ensuring that there is no duplication of projects. This 

will also be helpful to pay contractors their dues on time, added the release.  

 The Gandhi Sakshi Kayaka portal was launched on October 3, 2013 is the nodal 

point to clear any bills for projects taken up by taluk panchayats, gram panchayats, 

Karnataka Rural Road Development Agency, Karnataka Rural Infrastructure 

Development Limited and Panchayat Raj Engineering department. 

 The website will ensure that bills cleared for infrastructure projects are monitored in a 

transparent manner. Only if a project is completed, with photographic proof and 

linked to Google maps, will the system allow the bills to be cleared by the 

department. 

 

9. Education dept to restart Vidyagama programme 
 

 The Department of Primary and Secondary Education has decided to restart the 

Vidyagama programme for continuous learning of children to prepare for further 

restrictions on the movement of the public to curb Covid. 

 According to the schedule, Vidyagama will be implemented in three modes:  

o First, through physical classes for those who do not have the necessary 

devices or access to the network;  

o secondly, online classes for those who have mobile and other facilities and 

the  

o third mode involves the playing of recorded classes for those do not have 

internet access. 

 Even the midday meal will be organised for those attending offline classes under 

Vidyagama. 
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10. Rs 6,000 cr infrastructure push for Bengaluru; plan to ease 
traffic at Hebbal 

 
 With the Bengaluru civic polls looming, the Cabinet approved a Rs 6,000-crore boost 

to the city’s infrastructure along with a grand plan to address mobility issues at the 

notorious Hebbal junction.  

 Bengaluru will get Rs 6,000 crore over three years under the Chief Minister’s Amrit 

Nagarotthana scheme. 

 The funds will be used for the development of basic infrastructure in the city. This will 

be in addition to the works already taken up by the BBMP. 

 The state government granted administrative approval for several development 

works including a proposed 10 lane flyover from Hebbal to Kempegowda 

International Airport (KIA) keeping the situation of traffic in the upcoming years. 

 

 

 

1. What is ‘hate speech’, and how is it treated in Indian law? 
 

 A recent religious conclave held in Haridwar witnessed inflammatory and provocative 

speeches by proponents of Hindutva, many of them leaders of religious 

organisations. Political parties and concerned citizens have termed these as ‘hate 

speech’ and demanded legal action against those involved in the propagation of hate 

and violence. 

What is ‘hate speech’? 

 There is no specific legal definition of ‘hate speech’. Provisions in law criminalise 

speeches, writings, actions, signs and representations that foment violence and 

spread disharmony between communities and groups and these are understood to 

refer to ‘hate speech’. 

 The Law Commission of India, in its 267th Report, says: “Hate speech generally is an 

incitement to hatred primarily against a group of persons defined in terms of race, 

ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religious belief and the like ... Thus, hate speech 

is any word written or spoken, signs, visible representations within the hearing or 

sight of a person with the intention to cause fear or alarm, or incitement to violence.” 

 In general, hate speech is considered a limitation on free speech that seeks to 

prevent or bar speech that exposes a person or a group or section of society to hate, 

violence, ridicule or indignity. 

Mains 
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Legal provisions for Hate Speech in India 

 Sections 153A and 505 of the Indian Penal Code are generally taken to be the main 

penal provisions that deal with inflammatory speeches and expressions that seek to 

punish ‘hate speech’. 

 Under Section 153A, ‘promotion of enmity between different groups on grounds of 

religion, race, place of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudicial to 

maintenance of harmony’, is an offence punishable with three years’ imprisonment.  

 It attracts a five-year term if committed in a place of worship, or an assembly 

engaged in religious worship or religious ceremonies. 

 Section 505 of IPC makes it an offence to make “statements conducing to public 

mischief”. 

What has the Law Commission proposed? 
 The Law Commission has proposed that separate offences be added to the IPC to 

criminalise hate speech quite specifically instead of being subsumed in the existing 

sections concerning inflammatory acts and speeches.  

 It has proposed that two new sections, Section 153C and Section 505A, be added. 

 Its draft says Section 153C should make it an offence and proposes a two-year jail 

term for this and/or a fine of ₹5,000 or both if anyone  

(a) uses gravely threatening words, spoken or written or signs or visible 

representations, with the intention to cause fear or alarm; or  

(b) advocates hatred that causes incitement to violence, on grounds of religion, race, 

caste or community, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, place of birth, residence, 

language, disability or tribe.  

 Its draft for Section 505A proposes to criminalise words, or display of writing or signs 

that are gravely threatening or derogatory, within the hearing or sight of a person, 

causing fear or alarm or, with intent to provoke the use of unlawful violence against 

that person or another”. It proposes a prison term of up to one year and/or a fine up 

to ₹5,000 or both. 

 

2. World powers vow to stop spread of nuclear weapons 
 

 Five global nuclear powers pledged on Monday to prevent atomic weapons 

spreading and to avoid nuclear conflict, in a rare joint statement ahead of a review of 

a key nuclear treaty later in 2022. 

 “We believe strongly that the further spread of such weapons must be prevented,” 

said permanent UN Security Council members China, France, Russia, the U.K. and 

U.S., adding: “A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought.” 
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 The statement was issued after the latest review of the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) — which first came into force in 1970 — was 

postponed from its scheduled date of January 4 to later in the year due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The statement comes as tensions between Russia and the United States have 

reached heights rarely seen since the Cold War over a troop build-up by Moscow 

close to the Ukrainian border. 

 That has raised fears that the Kremlin is planning a new attack on its pro-Western 

neighbour. 

 The rise of China meanwhile has also raised concerns that tensions with Washington 

could lead to conflict, notably over the island of Taiwan. Beijing considers Taiwan 

part of its territory and has vowed to one day seize it, by force if necessary. 

 

3.‘India spent record $55.7 bn on gold imports in 2021’ 
 

 India splurged a record $55.7 billion on gold imports in 2021, buying more than 

double the previous year’s tonnage as a price drop favoured retail buyers and pent-

up demand emerged for weddings that were delayed when the pandemic first hit. 

 Details of the world’s second-biggest consuming nation’s soaring imports were 

disclosed to Reuters by a senior government official who requested anonymity.  

 The 2021 gold import bill easily doubled the $22 billion spent in 2020, and surpassed 

the previous high, set in 2011, of $53.9 billion, according to the official, who tracks 

broad import trends.  

 In volume, India imported 1,050 tonnes in 2021, the most in a decade, and far more 

than the 430 tonnes imported in 2020, the official said. 

 Last year, demand was robust as lots of weddings were postponed to 2021 from 

2020 because of the coronavirus outbreak. 

 

4. Code of Practice for securing consumer Internet of Things(IoT) 
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 In order to secure Consumer Internet of Things (IoT) devices, Telecommunication 

Engineering Centre(TEC), under Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of 

Communications, has released a report “Code of Practice for Securing Consumer 

Internet of Things(IoT)” as a baseline requirement aligned with global standards and 

best practices.  

 These guidelines will help in securing consumer IoT devices & ecosystem as well as 

managing vulnerabilities.  

 This report is intended for use by IoT device manufacturers, Service providers/ 

system integrators and application developers etc. 

 Internet of Things (IoT) is one of the fastest emerging technologies across the globe, 

providing enormous beneficial opportunities for society, industry, and consumers.  

 It is being used to create smart infrastructure in various verticals such as Power, 

Automotive, Safety & Surveillance, Remote Health Management, Agriculture, Smart 

Homes and Smart Cities etc, using connected devices.  

 IoT is benefitted by recent advances in several technologies such as sensors, 

communication technologies (Cellular and non-cellular), AI/ ML, Cloud / Edge 

computing etc. 

 As per the projections, there may be 26.4 billion IoT devices in service globally by 

2026. Out of this approximately 20% will be on cellular technologies. Ratio of 

Consumer and Enterprise IoT devices may be 45% : 55%. 

 As per the National Digital Communication Policy (NDCP) 2018 released by 

Department of Telecommunications (DoT), an eco-system is to be created for 5 

billion connected devices by 2022. Therefore, it is expected that around 60% of 5 

billion i.e. 3 billion connected devices may exist in India by 2022. 

 In view of the anticipated growth of IoT devices, it is important to ensure that the IoT 

end points comply to the safety and security standards and guidelines in order to 

protect the users and the networks that connect these IoT devices.  

 The hacking of the devices/networks being used in daily life would harm companies, 

organisations, nations and more importantly people, therefore securing the IoT eco-

system end-to-end i.e. from devices to the applications is very important. 
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