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1. In first level of selecting astronauts for the Gaganyaan mission, which of the 

following tests pilots of Indian Air Force necessarily have to go through? 

A. Radiological tests 

B. Clinical tests 

C. Various test of their psychology 

D. All the above 

Ans: D 

The Indian space agency successfully conducted a 25-second qualification test for its liquid 

propellant-based Vikas engine to be used under the Gaganyaan mission. 

Gaganyaan Mission: 

 The Gaganyaan is a crewed orbital spacecraft that is expected to carry three astronauts 

into space for at least seven days.  

 The project was first announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 

2018Independence Day speech. 

 ISRO’s successfully tested GSLV Mk-III, now called LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3) 

is the declared launch vehicle for taking the manned crew module into space.  

 If India does launch the Gaganyaan mission, it will also become the fourth nation to do 

so after the United States, Russia and China. 

 According to the Air force, the pilots underwent necessary physical exercise tests, lab 

investigations, radiological tests, clinical tests and evaluation on various aspects of their 

psychology. India is likely to receive assistance from Russia in the project. 

 

2. ‘The Silver line project’ recently seen in news and is related to which of the 

followings: 

A. Promotion of sericulture in NE India 

B. Branding and export scheme for gems and jewelry 

C. Promotion of Cotton industries in Maharashtra 

D. Semi high speed train project in Kerala 

Ans: D 

Silver line project: 

 The Kerala Rail Development Corporation (K-Rail), a joint venture between the 

Ministry of Railways and the Kerala government to execute projects on a cost-sharing 

basis, will be the nodal agency. 

 It involves laying of semi high-speed trains between the two corners of the state of 

Kerala. 

 It is 532- km long. The corridor will be built away from the existing line between 

Thiruvananthapuram and Thrissur. 

 It aims to connect major districts and towns with semi high-speed trains that will run on 

their own tracks. 
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3. Which among the following countries recognize Bitcoin as a Legal tender? 

A. El Salvador 

B. Guatemala 

C. Nicaragua 

D. Honduras 

Ans: A 

 El Salvador became the world's first country to adopt bitcoins as legal tender. Recently, 

El Salvador intended to issue the world's first sovereign Bitcoin bonds and build Bitcoin 

City, which will be free of income, property and capital gains taxes.  

 The president said the Government had made history and that it would make it easier for 

Salvadoreans living abroad to send money home. 

 The new law means every business must accept Bitcoin as legal tender for goods or 

services unless it is unable to provide the technology needed to do the transaction. 

 

4. Which of the following projects will require mandatory Environmental Impact 

Assessment(EIA) to set-up? 

1. Special Waste Incineration 

2. Thermal Power Station 

3. Crude Oil Refineries 

Choose the correct answer using the code given below 

A. Only 1 and 2 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans: D 

Environmental Impact Assessment(EIA) : 

Environmental Impact Assessment has been defined as an activity that has been designed to  

identify, predict and interpret the impact of an action on human health, including the well 

being of ecosystems on which the survival of human beings depends. EIA was introduced in 

India in 1978.  

EIA covers the following projects:  

Mandatory EIA:  

Major projects that are mandatorily subjected to EIA before execution include crude oil 

refineries, thermal power stations, chemical installations, trading ports, special waste 

incineration, installations for the disposal of radioactive wastes, motorways and major roads, 

waste treatment or landfill, iron and steel industry, heavy mining, etc 

Discretionary EIA:  

 Some projects are subjected to discretionary environmental assessment in case they are 

likely to have significant environmental effects.  

 Such projects include poultry units, metal processing, mineral extracting, glass making, 

food manufacturing, holiday resorts, tanneries, paper industry etc 
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5. With reference to the ‘Henley Passport Index’ consider the following statements: 

1. It is a ranking of the world’s passports according to the number of destinations 

their holders can access without a prior visa. 

2. India has been ranked 90th in the ‘Henley Passport Index 2022’. 

3. The index is based on exclusive data from the International Air Transport 

Association (IATA). 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: C 

 ‘Henley Passport Index 2022’ has been released recently, where Indian passport power 

has improved and ranks 83 compared to 90 last year.  

 Now, India has visa-free access to 60nations worldwide. 

 Japan and Singapore have topped the list in the annual Henley & Partners’ Henley 

Passport Index of 199 countries. 

 The Henley Passport Index is the original, authoritative ranking of all the world’s 

passports according to the number of destinations their holders can access without a prior 

visa.  

 The index is based on exclusive data from the International Air Transport Association 

(IATA). 
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