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1. Telangana tops in implementation of Rurban Mission 
 Telangana stood first in the implementation of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban 

Mission (SPMRM) that was launched four years ago to stimulate local economic 
development, enhance basic services and create well planned clusters. 

 Sangareddy and Kamareddy districts stood in the first two positions among the 300 
clusters across the country where the programme was being implemented. 

 Tamil Nadu and Gujarat took the second and third positions respectively. 
 In Telangana, in as many as 17 clusters (12 non-tribal and five tribal), the programme 

was being implemented at an estimated cost of ₹1,885.12 crore. 
Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM)  

 The Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM) follows the vision of 
"Development of a cluster of villages that preserve and nurture the essence of rural 
community life with focus on equity and inclusiveness without compromising with the 
facilities perceived to be essentially urban in nature, thus creating a cluster of 
"Rurban Villages". 

 The objective of the Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM) is to 
stimulate local economic development, enhance basic services, and create well 
planned Rurban clusters. 

 The larger outcomes envisaged under this Mission are: i. Bridging the rural-urban 
divide-viz: economic, technological and those related to facilities and services. ii. 
Stimulating local economic development with emphasis on reduction of poverty and 
unemployment in rural areas. iii. Spreading development in the region. iv. Attracting 
investment in rural areas. 

 

2. Development and production of receiver modules essential 
for an app that provides navigation support 
 India will soon develop and manufacture receiver modules essential for the NavIC 

(NAVigation with Indian Constellation), an application developed by ISRO for a 
constellation of seven satellites that, together, provide navigation support over India 
and 1,500 km around it.  

 Technology Development Board, a statutory body of Department of Science & 
Technology, Government of India, has approved financial support to Hyderabad 
based Manjeera Digital Systems Private Limited (MDS), a Digital Signal Processing 
(DSP), Research & Development company, which aims to design next-generation 
computing architectures for high-performance computing for manufacturing of 
receiver modules in bulk which will be essential for the NavIC App.  

 The company has also designed and fabricated a baseband processor using the 
patented Universal Multifunctional Accelerator (UMA).  

 This UMA can be used in generic Digital Signal Processing (DSP) applications such 
as Server Acceleration, Edge Computing, Node Computing, Computer Vision, Signal 
Processing, etc. 
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3. Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods 
Mission 
 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) 

organised a special event called “Discourse on Rural Financial Inclusion” on 18th 
December, 2021.  

 As a part of the event, the facility for overdraft (OD of Rs. 5,000/- to verified SHG 
members under DAY – NRLM having accounts under the prime Minister Jan Dhan 
Yojana with Banks was launched.    

 Six Women SHG members from three States i.e Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Uttar 
Pradesh (Two from each State) were provided with a cheque of Rs. 5,000 to mark 
the start of the scheme.  

 It is estimated that about 5 crore women SHG members under DAY-NRLM would 
benefit from this facility eventually.       
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission 

 Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana or DAY is one of the Government of India schemes 
for helping the poor by providing skill training. It replaces Aajeevika.  

 The objective of the scheme is to train 0.5 million people in urban areas per annum 
from 2016. In rural areas the objective is to train 1 million people by 2017.  

 Further, in urban areas, services like SHG promotion, training centres, vendors 
markets, and permanent shelters for the homeless.  

 The aim of the scheme is skill development of both rural and urban India as per 
requisite international standards. 

 

4. Flex Fuel Vehicles (FFV) and Flex Fuel Strong Hybrid 
Electric Vehicles (FFV-SHEV) 

 
 Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways has said in order to substitute 

India’s import of petroleum as a fuel and to provide direct benefits to farmers, the 
Automobile Manufacturers in India have now been advised to start manufacturing 
Flex Fuel Vehicles (FFV) and Flex Fuel Strong Hybrid Electric Vehicles (FFV-SHEV) 
complying with BS-6 Norms in a time bound manner within a period of six months. 
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 In line with Prime Minister’s vision of Atma Nirbhar Bharat and government’s policy 

on promoting ethanol as a transport fuel, Flex Fuel Vehicles are capable to run on a 
combination of 100% Petrol or 100% bio-ethanol and their blends, along with strong 
Hybrid Electric technology in case of FFV-SHEVs. 

 This move will drastically reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions from vehicles on a 
Well-to-Wheel basis, helping India to comply with its commitment made at COP26 to 
reduce the total projected carbon emissions by One Billion Tonnes by 2030. 

 In order to accelerate the introduction of Flex Fuel vehicles, the Production Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme has included automobile & auto components and auto 
components of flex fuel engines.  

 NITI Aayog, after acknowledging the strong foundation for the Ethanol blending 
programme (EBP), has formulated the road map for Ethanol blending for the period, 
2020-2025. 

 

5. 2021- A Year of Game Changing Reforms for Ministry of 
Textiles 

 India has the unique advantage of the entire value chain for textile production present 
within the country vis-à-vis other competing nations which have to import fibre, yarn 
and fabric to meet their requirement for garment production.  

 The textile and apparel industry contributed 2% in the overall GDP of India in 2019 
and 11% to total manufacturing in GVA. 
Recent key initiatives of the Ministry during the year are as under: 

 PM MITRA PARKS: Government has approved Setting up of 7 Pradhan Mantri Mega 
Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (MITRA) Parks with a total outlay of Rs. 4445 
Crores in a period of 5 years.  

 The Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Textiles is specially focused at 
high value and expanding MMF and Technical Textiles segments of the Textiles 
Value Chain. Incentives worth Rs. 10,683crore will be provided over five years for 
manufacturing notified products of MMF Apparel, MMF Fabrics and 
segments/products of Technical Textiles in India.  

 RoSCTL scheme and Duty Structure : Government has approved continuation of 
the RoSCTL scheme up to March 2024 to boost export competitiveness of Indian 
apparel and made-ups.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) is a credit linked subsidy scheme 
intended for modernization and technology up-gradation of the Indian textile industry, 
promoting ease of doing business, generating employment and promoting exports.  

 TECHNICAL TEXTILES: The Technical Textiles segment is a new age textile, whose 
application in several sectors of economy, including infrastructure, water, health and 
hygiene, defense, security, automobiles, aviation will improve the efficiencies in those 
sectors of economy. Government has also launched a National Technical Textiles 
Mission for promoting R&D efforts in that sector. 

 SAMARTH (SKILL DEVELOPMENT & CAPACITY BUILDING): Samarth is a 
placement oriented programme targeting skill development of unemployed youth in 
the value chain of textiles for gainful employment in the organized sector and skill 
upgradation of weavers & artisans in the traditional sector.  

 

6. Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021 
 The Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (zg) of sub-

section (2) of section 101 read with section 94 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 
has notified  the Consumer Protection (Direct Selling) Rules, 2021. 

 These Rules shall apply to all goods and services bought or sold through direct 
selling, all models of direct selling, all direct selling entities offering goods and 
services to consumers in India. 

 These rules shall also apply to a direct selling entity which is not established in India, 
but offers goods or services to consumers in India. 

 Existing direct selling entities need to comply with these rules within ninety days from 
the date of publication of these rules in the Official Gazette. 

 The direct sellers as well as the direct selling entities using e-commerce platforms for 
sale shall comply with the requirements of the Consumer Protection (e-Commerce) 
Rules, 2020. 
Direct selling entities and direct sellers are prohibited from: 

 Promoting a Pyramid Scheme or enroll any person to such scheme or participate in 
such arrangement in any manner whatsoever in the garb of doing direct selling 
business; 

 Participate in money circulation schemes in the garb of doing direct selling business. 
 Rules provide for Monitoring by State Government.–– For ensuring compliance of 

these rules by direct selling entity and direct sellers, every State Government to set 
up a mechanism to monitor or supervise the activities of direct sellers and direct 
selling entities. 

 

7. Gram Ujala programme. 
 Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy 

Efficiency Services Limited (EESL), has achieved a remarkable milestone of 
distributing 50 lakhs LED bulbs under Project Crore of their Gram Ujala programme. 
Gram Ujala scheme  

 The Gram Ujala scheme is being implemented in rural households in Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and Telangana. 

 Under the scheme CESL provides high quality 7-Watt and 12-Watt LED bulbs with 3 
years guarantee at a cost of INR 10 per bulb in exchange for working incandescent 
bulbs. 

 Every household can exchange a maximum of 5 bulbs. 
 The distribution has resulted in energy savings of 71,99,68,373.28 units per year with 

cost savings of 250 crores per year in the rural areas of the aforementioned states.  
 The programme is active till March 31, 2022. 
 CESL is supported by C-Quest Capital in the entire distribution journey under the 

SHINE programme. 
About CESL: 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL) is a subsidiary of state-owned Energy 
Efficiency Services Limited, a joint venture of public sector companies under the 
Ministry of Power, Government of India.  

 CESL is focused on delivering clean, affordable, and reliable energy. 
 Convergence focuses on energy solutions that lie at the confluence of renewable 

energy, electric mobility, and climate change. CESL is also working towards enabling 
battery-powered electric mobility and its infrastructure and design business models to 
increase the uptake of electric vehicles in India.  

 

8. Project to upskill the cane and bamboo artisans of Nagaland 
 Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar, Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

launched a pilot project for upskilling the cane and bamboo artisans of Nagaland 
under Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL), component of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).  

 The objective of this initiative is to upskill the local weavers and artisans to enhance 
their productivity through RPL assessment and certification in traditional handicrafts.  

 The upskilling project under RPL is expected to improve the competencies of the 
unorganized workforce existing in the region.  

 The artisans and weavers will be aligned with the standardized National Skills 
Qualifications Framework (NSQF).  

 It will provide access to existing artisans and weavers to sustain their livelihoods and 
enhance their skills, and technical knowledge.  

 Additionally, the pilot project will augment the marketing skills and techniques, 
promoting traditional and local crafts of cane and bamboo artisans.  

 After the orientation programme along with the Bridge Module, the artisans and 
weavers shall be certified with the Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Type-1.  

 National Skill Development Corporation, the nodal implementation agency for the 
Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, supported by the Handicrafts and 
Carpet Sector Skill Council (HCSSC) will monitor the day-to-day progress of the 
project.  

 The project aims at achieving learning outcomes including entrepreneurship 
development, digital literacy, communication skills at workplace and development of 
sales, and marketing skills.  

 The project will also be backed by industry participation which is vital for the 
successful implementation of this project and the ongoing support. The industry will 
be supporting in areas like training of 150 trainers, infrastructure, providing raw 
material and promotion of crafts in domestic and international markets. 

 

9. Rythu Bandhu, Telangana govt’s DBT scheme for farmers’ 
assistance 

 The total funds disbursed under Rythu Bandhu, Telangana government’s direct 
benefit transfer scheme for farmers, will soon touch Rs 50,000 crore in the coming 
days.  

 Since 2018, when the scheme was launched by the state government, the 
government has been crediting Rs 5000 per acre per season into bank accounts of 
land-owning farmers ahead of Rabi and Kharif seasons. 
What is Rythu Bandhu? 

 Rythu Bandhu is a scheme under which the state government extends financial 
support to land-owning farmers at the beginning of the crop season through direct 
benefit transfer so that they can take care of the initial investment needs and do not 
fall into a debt trap. 

 This in turn instills confidence in farmers, enhances productivity and income, and 
breaks the cycle of rural indebtedness. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Each farmer gets Rs 5,000 per acre per crop season without any ceiling on the 
number of acres held. So, a farmer who owns two acres of land would receive Rs 
20,000 a year, whereas a farmer who owns 10 acres would receive Rs 1 lakh a year 
from the government.  

 The grant helps them cover the expenses on input requirements such as seeds, 
fertilizers, pesticides, and labour. 

 

Polity and Governance 
 

 

1. Good Governance Index 2021 launched on Good 
Governance Day, December 25, 2021 
 Union Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Cooperation, released the Good 

Governance Index 2021 prepared by DARPG on Good Governance Day. 
 Good Governance Index, GGI 2021 Framework covered ten sectors and 58 

indicators.  
 The sectors of GGI 2020-21 are 1) Agriculture and Allied Sectors, 2) Commerce & 

Industries, 3) Human Resource Development, 4) Public Health, 5.) Public 
Infrastructure & Utilities, 6) Economic Governance, 7) Social Welfare & Development, 
8) Judicial & Public Security, 9) Environment, and 10) Citizen-Centric Governance.  

 The GGI 2020-21 categorises States and UTs into four categories, i.e., (i) Other 
States – Group A; (ii) Other States – Group B; (iii) North-East and Hill States; and (iv) 
Union Territories. 

 Gujarat, Maharashtra and Goa top the composite rank score covering 10 sectors.  
 GGI 2021 says that Gujarat registered a 12.3 percent increase and Goa registered 

24.7 percent increase over GGI 2019 indicators.  
 Rajasthan has topped the Other States (Group B) category in Judiciary and Public 

Safety, Environment & Citizen Centric Governance.  
 In the North-East and Hill States category, Mizoram and Jammu and Kashmir have 

registered an overall increase of 10.4% and 3.7% respectively over GGI 2019.  
 In the Union Territories category, Delhi tops the composite rank registering a 14 

percent increase over the GGI 2019 indicators. 
 The GGI 2021 says that 20 States have improved their composite GGI scores over 

the GGI 2019 index scores.  

 

2. Right to be forgotten: govt position, court rulings, and 
laws elsewhere 

 The Centre told the Delhi High Court that the “right to be forgotten” is part of the 
fundamental right to privacy, but added it has no significant role to play in the matter.  

 Petitions across courts have been seeking enforcement of this “right” — a legal 
principle that is not yet backed by statute in India. 
What is the right to be forgotten? 

 It allows a person to seek deletion of private information from the Internet.  
 The concept has found recognition in some jurisdictions abroad, particularly the 

European Union. While the right is not recognised by law in India, courts in recent 
months have held it to be an intrinsic part of the right to privacy.  

 The EU in 2018 adopted the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Article 17 
of which provides for the right to erasure of certain categories of personal data.   

 In May 2019, Justice Pratibha M Singh of the Delhi High Court, dealing with a civil 
suit seeking removal of certain news reports on MeToo allegations against the 
managing director of a media house, said the “right to be forgotten” and “right to be 

Polity and Governance 
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left alone” are inherent aspects of the right to privacy, and restrained republication of 
these news reports. 

 In April 2021, the court directed removal of a judgment from search results; the order 
is now being opposed by Google.  

 

3. Atal innovation rankings 
 Seven Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, are 

among the top 10 central institutions in promotion and support of innovation and 
entrepreneurship development, according to Atal Ranking of Institutions on 
Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) announced. 

 The top rank has been bagged by IIT Madras followed by IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi, 
IIT Kanpur and IIT Roorkee. 

 IISc Bengaluru has bagged the sixth position in the ranking followed by IIT 
Hyderabad, IIT Kharagpur, National Institute of Technology (NIT), Calicut and Motilal 
Nehru National Institute of Technology, Uttar Pradesh. 

 ARIIA is an initiative of the Ministry of Education (MoE) to systematically rank all 
major higher educational institutions in India on indicators related to innovation, start-
up and entrepreneurship development among students and faculties. 
Key parameters 

 ARIIA evaluates institutions on parameters such as patent filing and grants, number 
of registered students and faculty start-ups, fund generation by incubated start-ups, 
specialised infrastructure created by institutions to promote innovation and 
entrepreneurship, etc. 

 ARIIA-2021 ranking has been announced in various categories which include 
Centrally funded technical institutions (eg. IITs, NITs, etc), State universities, State 
stand-alone technical colleges, private universities, private stand-alone technical 
colleges, non-technical government and private universities and institutions. 

 

History 
 

 

1. ‘Sankalp Smarak’ dedicated to the nation by CINCAN 
 In order to preserve this important event in history, a Sankalp Smarak was dedicated 

to the nation by Lt Gen Ajai Singh, Commander-in-Chief Andaman and Nicobar 
Command (CINCAN), exactly 78 years after Netaji’s arrival on 29 Dec 2021.  

 The Smarak is a tribute not only to the resolve of the soldiers of the Indian National 
Army and their innumerable sacrifices but also reminds us of the values enshrined by 
Netaji himself, “Nishtha, Kartavya aur Balidan” or “Commitment, Duty and Sacrifice” 
that continue to underscore the ethos of the Indian Armed Forces and the resolve of 
the Indian Soldier. 

 On 30 December 1943 holds a special place etched in time. It was on this day that a 
national flag was hoisted for the first time on Indian soil, at Port Blair.  

 It is also significant that Netaji escaped British surveillance from Kolkata on 16 Jan 
1941 and stepped back on Indian soil after nearly three years, at Port Blair 
Aerodrome on 29 Dec 1943 at 11:30 am and unfurled a National flag the next day.  

 Netaji’s visit to the islands as the Head of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind 
and Supreme Commander of the Indian National Army marked a symbolic fulfilment 
of his promise that the Indian National Army would stand on Indian soil by the end of 
1943.  

 This historic visit also marked a declaration of Andaman and Nicobar Islands as the 
“first liberated territory of India”. 

 

History 
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1. INS SUDARSHINI DEPLOYMENT TO GULF REGION - 
SAMBANDH 

 
 Sail Training Ship INS Sudarshini, was deployed to the Gulf as part of the Indian 

Navy’s endeavour to enhance maritime cooperation with the friendly navies in the 
region.  

 During the month-long deployment, the ship made port calls at Muscat, Dubai and 
Bandar Abbas and had professional interactions with the Royal Oman Navy (RNO), 
UAE Navy and Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI) Navy.  

 The Ship built at Goa Shipyard Ltd, showcased indigenous ship building capabilities 
and revisited India’s historic maritime linkages with the Gulf.  

 The ship, during the deployment, undertook various training exchanges, wherein sail 
training was imparted to trainees from RNO and IRI Navy and sea sorties 
conducted.  

 

2. MISSION SAGAR 

       

International Relations 
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 As part of yet another deployment undertaken by the Indian Navy since May 2020 
under Mission SAGAR, Indian Naval Ship Kesari entered Port of Maputo, 
Mozambique on 25 December 2021.  

 This is the eighth such deployment in consonance with the Hon’ble Prime Minister's 
vision of Security And Growth for All in the Region and is being conducted in close 
coordination with the Ministry of External Affairs, and other agencies of the 
Government of India. 

 500 Tons of food aid has been shipped by INS Kesari to support the efforts of the 
Government of Mozambique to cope with ongoing drought and concurrent challenges 
of the pandemic.  

 India also remains committed to supporting the capacity building efforts of the Armed 
Forces of Mozambique. To this end INS Kesari is carrying two Fast Interceptor Craft 
and self-defence equipment to be handed over to the Armed Forces of Mozambique.  

 INS Kesari, a Landing Ship Tank (Large) had undertaken a similar mission in May – 
June 2020 to provide humanitarian and medical assistance to Maldives, Mauritius, 
Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, including deployment of Medical Assistance 
Teams of the Indian Navy in multiple locations. 

 Since May 2020, the Indian Navy has deployed ships to 15 Friendly Foreign 
Countries under SAGAR missions.  

 

3. India welcomes Egypt as 4th member of BRICS New 
Development Bank 

 India has welcomed Egypt as the fourth new member of the BRICS New 
Development Bank.  

 Bangladesh, UAE, and Uruguay joined in September 2021. Membership expansion 
enables New Development Bank to position itself as a premier development 
institution for emerging economies. 

 The New Development Bank aims to mobilize resources for development projects in 
BRICS, emerging economies, and developing countries. 
New Development Bank 

 The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS Development 
Bank, is a multilateral development bank established by the BRICS states (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa). 

 The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, China. 
 According to the Agreement on the NDB, "the Bank shall support public or private 

projects through loans, guarantees, equity participation and other financial 
instruments."  

 Moreover, the NDB "shall cooperate with international organizations and other 
financial entities, and provide technical assistance for projects to be supported by the 
Bank." 

 

4. Japan launches huge Inmarsat-6 F1 communications 
satellite into orbit 

 The Inmarsat-6 F1 satellite launched atop a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries H-2A rocket 
on Dec. 22  from Japan's Tanegashima Space Center. 

 The I-6 pair "are the largest and most sophisticated commercial communications 
satellites ever launched," Inmarsat representatives wrote in a fact sheet.  

 "Inmarsat's first dual-payload satellites, the I-6s feature both L-band (ELERA) and 
Ka-band (Global Xpress) payloads." 
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5. India To Chair Counter-terrorism Committee At UNSC In 
January 2022 

 India will be chairing the Counterterrorism Committee in January 2022 at United 
Nations Security Council.  

 The committee stands for greater significance for India, as the country has been 
pitching pertinent measures to evict and fight terrorism on the global platform.  

 The UNSC Committee on Counterterrorism will be chaired by India after 10 years, as 
India last chaired this committee in 2012.  

 This Committee was formed in September 2001 soon after the tragic terrorist attack 
of 9/11 in New York, while India had chaired this Committee in the Security Council in 
2011-12. 

 

Health 
 

 

1. Mission Indradhanush 
 Mission Indradhanush which was launched on 25th December 2014 as a special 

drive to expand full immunization coverage in India has completed seven years 
today. 

 Under the Mission, 701 districts across the country have been covered and 3 crore 
86 lakh children have been vaccinated.  

 Around 97 lakh pregnant women have also been immunized under the Mission. 
 Full immunization coverage among children aged 12 to 23 months has increased to 

76.4 per cent. 
Details 

 Mission Indradhanush is a health mission of the Government of India. It was 
launched by the Union Health Minister on 25 December 2014. 

 The scheme seeks to drive towards 90% full immunisation coverage of India and 
sustain the same by 2020.  

 Vaccination is being provided against eight vaccine-preventable diseases nationally, 
i.e. Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Tetanus, Polio, Measles, severe form of Childhood 
Tuberculosis and Hepatitis B and meningitis & pneumonia caused by Haemophilus 
influenza type B; and against Rotavirus Diarrhea and Japanese Encephalitis in 
selected states and districts respectively. 

 

Health 
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2. NITI Aayog Releases Fourth Edition of State Health 
Index

 
 NITI Aayog released the fourth edition of the State Health Index for 2019–20.          
 The report, titled “Healthy States, Progressive India”, ranks states and Union 

Territories on their year-on-year incremental performance in health outcomes as well 
as their overall status. 

 Round IV of the report focuses on measuring and highlighting the overall 
performance and incremental improvement of states and UTs over the period 2018–
19 to 2019–20. 
The Findings 

 The State Health Index is an annual tool to assess the performance of states and 
UTs. 

 It is a weighted composite index based on 24 indicators grouped under the domains 
of ‘Health Outcomes’, ‘Governance and Information’, and ‘Key Inputs/Processes’. 
Each domain has been assigned weights based on its importance with higher scores 
for outcome indicators. 

 Among the ‘Larger States’, in terms of annual incremental performance, Uttar 
Pradesh, Assam and Telangana are the top three ranking states. 

 Among ‘Smaller States’, Mizoram and Meghalaya registered the maximum annual 
incremental progress. 

 Among UTs, Delhi, followed by Jammu and Kashmir, showed the best incremental 
performance. 

 On overall ranking based on the composite index score in 2019–20, the top-ranking 
states were Kerala and Tamil Nadu among the ‘Larger States’, Mizoram and Tripura 
among the ‘Smaller States’, and DH&DD and Chandigarh among the UTs. 

 The index is being compiled and published since 2017. The reports aim to nudge 
states/UTs towards building robust health systems and improving service delivery. 

 The importance of this annual tool is reemphasized by MoHFW’s decision to link the 
index to incentives under the National Health Mission. This has been instrumental in 
shifting the focus from budget spending and inputs to outputs and outcomes. 
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1. Mexican fish that do the wave 

 
 In the sulfur-infused ponds of Tabasco state in Mexico lives a tiny silver slip of a fish, 

the sulphur molly.  
 Every few seconds, thousands of fish will repeat a quick diving motion to generate 

the wave, sometimes for up to two minutes. 
 The mollies are prey for an array of winged predators, including egrets, kingfishers 

and kiskadees. When birds dive to attack, the mollies flash and swirl.  
 It seems to be aimed at predators perched on the shore. 
 Not every bird attack triggers the uncanny flashing, said  

Sulphur molly 
 The sulphur molly (Poecilia sulphuraria), locally known as molly del Teapa, is a 

critically endangered species of fish in the family Poeciliidae. 
 It is endemic to Mexico, specifically to the Baños del Azufre (Grijalva River basin) 

near Teapa, Tabasco.  
 The Baños del Azufre are sulfidic springs that contain high concentrations of toxic 

hydrogen sulfide (H2S).  
 Poecilia sulphuraria has apparently evolved the ability to tolerate toxic conditions. A 

few other Poecilia species are known from similar habitats in Mexico. 

 

Science and Technology 
 
 

 

1. Study of distant magnetar reveals facets of the exotic star 

 

Environment 
 

Science and Technology 
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 An international group of researchers has succeeded in measuring for the first time 
the characteristics of a flare on a distant magnetar.  

 A magnetar is a rare compact type of neutron star teeming with energy and 
magnetism.  

 The magnetar they have studied is about 13 million light years away, in the direction 
of NGC 253, a prominent galaxy in the Sculptor group of galaxies. 

 The flare, which spewed within a few tenths of a second as much energy as the Sun 
would shed in 100,000 years, was captured accidentally on April 15, 2020, by the 
Atmosphere-Space Interactions Monitor instrument (ASIM) of the International Space 
Station. 

 Magnetars are relatively rare objects, with only about thirty having been spotted 
within the Milky Way so far. The present magnetar is only the second one to be 
studied which is located outside the galaxy and is also the furthest, at 13 million light 
years away. 

 

2. NASA launches world’s most powerful space telescope to 
scour universe for hints of life 

 World’s largest and most powerful space telescope has been launched successfully 
into orbit to make breakthrough discoveries on the origins of the Universe and Earth-
like planets beyond our solar system. 

 The James Webb Space Telescope, NASA's premier space observatory of the next 
decade, launched in an Ariane rocket from the European Space Agency's base in 
French Guiana on Christmas Day. 

 The Webb telescope will reach its destination in solar orbit some 1.5 million km from 
Earth - about four times farther away than the moon.  

 And Webb's special orbital path will keep it in constant alignment with the Earth as 
the planet and telescope circle the sun in tandem. 

 It will see farther into our origins, from the formation of stars and planets, to the birth 
of the first galaxies in the early Universe. It intends to show humans what the 
Universe looked like even closer to its birth nearly 14 billion years ago. 

 Webb, named after one of the architects of the Apollo Moon landings, is the 
successor to the Hubble telescope. Jointly built by NASA, the European Space 
Agency, and the Canadian Space Agency, the new observatory is, however, 100 
times more powerful. 

 

3. India successfully tests indigenous Aerial Target 'Abhyas' 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted 

the flight test of indigenously developed High-speed Expendable Aerial Target 
(HEAT) Abhyas. 

 The successful flight test of Abhyas was conducted from Integrated Test Range 
(ITR), Chandipur off the coast of Odisha. During the flight trial, a high subsonic speed 
trajectory at a very low altitude with high endurance was demonstrated. 

 Two boosters provided initial acceleration during launch and a small turbo jet engine 
was used to sustain high subsonic speed with long endurance. The indigenous data 
link designed by a Bengaluru based industry partner was also successfully tested 
during the flight. 

 The performance of the system during the entire flight duration has been confirmed 
from the data captured by various Range instruments deployed. 

 The Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), DRDO laboratory along with 
other laboratories has developed this HEAT to meet the requirement of aerial targets 
of the Indian Armed Forces. 
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 The aircraft is controlled by a ground based controller and an indigenously developed 
MEMS based Inertial Navigation System along with the Flight Control Computer 
which helps it to follow the pre-designated path in a fully autonomous mode. 

 

4. Japanese professor creates ‘tele-taste’ TV screen 

 
 A Japanese professor has developed a prototype lickable TV screen that can imitate 

food flavours, another step towards creating a multi-sensory viewing experience. 
 The device, called Taste the TV (TTTV), uses a carousel of 10 flavour canisters that 

spray in combination to create the taste of a particular food. The flavour sample then 
rolls on a while hygienic film over a flat TV screen for the viewer to try. 

 In the COVID-19 era, this kind of technology can enhance the way people connect 
and interact with the outside world, said Meiji University professor Homei Miyashita. 

 The goal is to make it possible for people to have the experience of something like 
eating at a restaurant on the other side of the world, even while staying at home. 

 Potential applications include distance learning for sommeliers and cooks, and 
tasting games and quizzes. 

 

5. Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog releases ‘Innovations 
For You’ & ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’ 

 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) NITI Aayog released the second edition of – 
‘Innovations for You’ and ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’. 

 The second edition of – ‘Innovations for You’ is a compendium of innovations 
focused on agriculture featuring 70 startups supported by Atal incubation Centers 
(AICs) of AIM. The ‘Innovations For You’ is a compilation of successful innovations 
by the entrepreneurial minds of India solving problems of present for future. 

 ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’ is a compendium of innovations on technology featuring 41 
innovations from Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) of India. 

 ‘The Ingenious Tinkerers’ is a compilation of the top innovations created by young 
student innovators who participated in the ATL Marathon - which invites school 
students to address a problem that they see or face on a day-to-day basis. 
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6. Indian Army Establishes Quantum Laboratory at Mhow 
(MP) 

 The Indian Army is making steady, yet significant strides in the field of emerging 
technology domains.  

 The Army, with support from the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) has 
recently established the Quantum Lab at Military College of Telecommunication 
Engineering, Mhow (MP) MCTE to spearhead research and training in this key 
developing field.  

 The Indian Army has also established an Artificial Intelligence (AI) Centre at the 
same institution with over 140 deployments in forward areas and active support of 
industry and academia.  

 Training on cyber warfare is being imparted through a state of the art cyber range, 
and cyber security labs.  

 Research undertaken by the Indian Army in the field of Quantum Technology will 
help leapfrog into next generation communication and transform the current system 
of cryptography in the Indian Armed Forces to Post Quantum Cryptography (PQC).  

 Key thrust areas are Quantum Key Distribution, Quantum Communication, Quantum 
Computing and Post Quantum Cryptography. 

 

 

 

1. Year End Review-2021: Ministry of Women and Child 
Development 

 To ensure development, care and protection of Women and Children, the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development has undertaken various measures through initiatives 
under various schemes, legislation, simplification of procedures, celebrations to 
spread awareness and facilitate access to learning, nutrition, institutional and 
legislative support for enabling the women and children to grow, strengthen and 
develop to their full potential.  
The key initiatives/achievements of the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development during the Year 2021 are as under: 

 Age of Marriage of Women: The Bill on Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) 
Act, 2021 has been introduced in Lok Sabha on 21.12.2021 for raising the age of 
marriage of women from 18 years to 21 years. 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao: The Scheme has stirred up collective consciousness 
towards changing the mindset of the Nation towards valuing the girl child. This is 
reflected in the improvement of Sex Ratio at Birth (SRB) by 19 points at National 
level, from 918 in 2014-15 to 937 in 2020-21(HMIS, of MH&FW). 

 POSHAN Tracker: Poshan Tracker application has been built on the latest 
technology for ensuring real-time monitoring of supplementary nutrition and providing 
information for prompt supervision and management of services.  

 Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY): The Scheme envisages 
providing cash incentive amounting to ₹ 5,000/- in three installments directly to the 
Bank/Post Office Account of Pregnant Women and Lactating Mother (PW&LM) in 
DBT Mode during pregnancy and lactation.  

 PM CARES Fund for children in distress due to COVID-19- A web portal for PM 
CARES for Children Scheme namely pmcaresforchildren.in has been launched on 
15.07.2021 for registration and identification of the beneficiaries to support children 
who have lost both the Parents or legal Guardian or Adoptive Parents or Surviving 
Parent to COVID-19 pandemic. 

Social issues 
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 One Stop Centres: For women affected by violence and in need of assistance, a 
range of integrated services are being provided under one roof, including facilitation 
with police, medical and legal aid and counseling and psycho-social counseling 
through 704 One Stop Centers or Sakhi Centers across 34 States/UTs. Also, 
emergency/non-emergency help is provided through toll-free women helpline (181). 
As on 24.12.2021, assistance has been provided to over 54 lakh women. 

 Expansion of Childline: Childline 1098, a 24-hour a day, 365 days a year, free, 
emergency phone service, is a nation-wide initiative for rescuing and assisting 
children in need of aid. This year, Childline has also started Childline Services at Bus 
Stands and presently is available at 9 Bus Stands, in addition to its presence in 
railway stations. 

 

 

 

1. Defence Technology & Test Centre and BRAHMOS 
Manufacturing Centre of DRDO 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh laid the foundation stone for Defence Technology 
& Test Centre and BRAHMOS Manufacturing Centre, established by Defence 
Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh on 
December 26, 2021.  

 A first of its kind Defence Technologies & Test Centre (DTTC), over approximately 22 
acres, is being set up to accelerate the growth of the defence and aerospace 
manufacturing clusters in Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor (UP DIC).  

 It will consist of the following six sub centres:  
o Deep-Tech Innovation & Startup Incubation Centre 
o Design & Simulation Centre 
o Testing & Evaluation Centre 
o Centre for Industry 4.0/Digital Manufacturing 
o Skill Development Centre 
o Business Development Centre  

 The BRAHMOS Manufacturing Centre, announced by BrahMos Aerospace, is a 
modern, state-of-art facility in the Lucknow node of UP DIC.  

 It will cover over 200 acres and produce the new BRAHMOS-NG (Next Generation) 
variant, which carries forward the lineage of the BRAHMOS weapons system.  

 This new centre would be ready over the next two to three years and will commence 
production at a rate of 80-100 BRAHMOS-NG missiles per year.  

 

 

 

1. World Sangeet Tansen festival organized in Madhya 
Pradesh 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the World Sangeet Tansen festival was held. The festival will be 
organised till December 30th  in Gwalior.  

 This is the 97th edition of the festival. The stage of the program has been 
constructed on the theme of Siddhanath temple situated in Omkareshwar. 

 The formal opening of the ceremony will take place on Sunday December 26 at 6 
pm. 

 

Defence and security 
 

Culture 
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1. Vijay Hazare Trophy: Himachal Pradesh Beat Tamil Nadu 
to Win Maiden Title 

 Himachal Pradesh beat Tamil Nadu by 11 runs (VJD Method) in the final to win their 
maiden Vijay Hazare Trophy title, at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium. 

 Batting first, Tamil Nadu posted a challenging total of 314 in 49.4 overs, courtesy of a 
brilliant hundred by experienced Dinesh Kartik (116 off 103). Apart from Kartik, Baba 
Indrajith (80), Shahrukh Khan (42), and Vijay Shankar (22) also chipped in with 
useful knocks. 

 

 

2. Pankaj Advani wins his 11th National Billiards title 

 
 Ace cueist Pankaj Advani defended his national billiards title—his 11th one—after he 

defeated his PSPB teammate Dhruv Sitwala 5-2 in a best-of-nine final in Bhopal. 

 

3. Nitesh Kumar wins double gold at 4th Para-Badminton 
National Championship  

 

Sports News 
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 World No. 7 Nitesh Kumar doubled his gold tally at the 4th Para-Badminton National 
Championship, which concluded in Bhubaneswar, Odisha yesterday. Haryana’s 
Nitesh along with his partner Tarun defeated World No. 1 Paralympic Games gold 
medallist Pramod Bhagat and Manoj Sarkar in straight sets 21-19, 21-11 in the Men’s 
doubles finals to win the gold. 

 Earlier, Nitesh also won the gold medal in the Men’s singles category. World No 1 
SL3 Para-Badminton player Parul Parmar from Gujarat also secured gold while 
Mandeep Kaur from Uttarakhand won Silver and Mansi won bronze. 

 In the Women Wheelchair 1 category, Alphia James from Kerala secured gold, while 
silver went to Neerja Goyal from Uttarakhand. Nirmala Mehta from Uttarakhand and 
Ranjeeta Maurya from Uttar Pradesh secured bronze.  

 In Women Wheelchair 2 category, Ammu Mohan from Karnataka secured gold while 
silver went to Shabana from Punjab and Prema Biswas and Suman Rawat had to 
settle for bronze. 

 

4. Uttar Pradesh Crowned 11th Hockey India Junior National 
Championship Winners 

 Uttar Pradesh were crowned the winners of the 11th Junior National Men’s Hockey 
Championship following a 3-1 victory over Chandigarh in the final. 

 UP thus maintained their 100 percent record in the tournament. 
 Tournament top-scorer Sharda Nand Tiwari opened the scoring for Uttar Pradesh in 

the 15th minute with a trademark penalty corner, before Arun Sahani (16′, 34′) 
stretched the lead further with a brace. 

 

 

 

 

1. Anukrti Upadhyay's Kintsugi wins the Sushila Devi Award 
2021 for the best book of fiction by a woman author 

 
 HarperCollins India is delighted to announce that Anukrti Upadhyay has won the 

Sushila Devi Award 2021 for the Best Book of Fiction for her critically acclaimed 
novel, Kintsugi, which was published under its prestigious Fourth Estate imprint. 

 This prize has been instituted by the Shri Ratanlal Foundation. 
 Now in its fourth year, the Sushila Devi award has gained a prestigious position in the 

literary sphere. Previous winners have been Namita Gokhale (Things To Leave 

Awards 
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Behind), Shubhangi Swarup (Latitudes of Longing) and Avni Doshi (Girl in White 
Cotton).  

 The latter two novels were also published by HarperCollins India. 

 

2. Ace Indian skier Aanchal Thakur wins Bronze medal in 
Montenegro 

 
 Ace Indian skier Aanchal Thakur has won a Bronze medal at the FIS Alpine Skiing 

Competition in Montenegro. She finished 3rd with an overall timing of 1:54:30. 
Georgia Epiphaniou, who won Silver medal, was just 2 seconds ahead of Anchal. 

 With this, Aanchal has become the first Indian Ski athlete to win two medals at 
international level. She has previously won a bronze medal in the 2018 FIS Alpine 
3200 Cup held in Turkey. 

 

3. Viral Desai bagged “Global Environment And Climate 
Action Citizen Award 2021” 
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 Viral Sudhirbhai Desai, an industrialist from Surat, who is popularly known as the 
Greenman or green man of Gujarat has been honoured with the Global Environment 
and Climate Action Citizen Award 2021. 

  Among the 28 personalities from 11 countries (which includes the United 
Kingdom(UK), the United States(US), New Zealand, France, and Malaysia,) who 
were honoured with this award, Viral Desai was the only Indian to win the honour for 
climate change. 

 

4. Alia Bhatt is PETA India’s 2021 ‘Person of the Year’ 

 
 Alia Bhatt is now turning out to be an inspiration off-screen as well as she was 

recently named 2021 ‘Person of the Year’ by People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) India. 

 She was awarded the prestigious title to “celebrate her work in support of an animal-
friendly fashion industry and her advocacy for dogs and cats in need,” PETA India 
said 

 Alia is actively involved in animal welfare activities and regularly voices out the need 
for stronger animal protection laws.  

 In 2021, she invested in Phool, the company behind Fleather, a vegan leather made 
from discarded temple flowers. Last year, she had also launched her vegan kidswear 
line, Ed-a-Mamma, which was awarded the 2021 PETA India fashion award “for 
helping to nurture kids’ love for animals and nature”. 

 Prior to this, she had launched an animal welfare platform, Coexist, in 2017 to 
educate and engage communities to build a future in which man and nature live 
together in harmony. 
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Books and Authors 
 
 

 

1. A new book titled "The Modi Gambit: Decoding Modi 2.0" 
by Sanju Verma 

 
 

 
 Sanju Verma, an economist and the BJP National Spokesperson, has authored a 

new book titled "The Modi Gambit: Decoding Modi 2.0".  
 The book features the various achievements in the last 2 years of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's 2nd term as PM of India. 
 The foreword of the book is written by Padma Shri Mohandas Pai and the Afterword 

is written by ace journalist Anand Narasimhan, Managing Editor at CNN News 18. 
 

 

 

 

1. International Day of Epidemic Preparedness 2021 
 The United Nations and World Health Organization marked December 27 as the 

International day for Epidemic Preparedness. 
 The day was first observed in December 2020 when the United Nations General 

Assembly had emphasised the need to advocate the importance of the preparedness 
for, prevention of and partnership against epidemics. 

 As per a WHO statement, the need of the hour is to invest in systems that can help 
detect, prevent and respond to outbreaks which have the ability of disrupting health 
systems, supply chains and livelihood of especially the most poor countries.  

 The UN also aims at popularising the One Health approach that fosters integration of 
plant health, human health and animal health along with other relevant sectors. 
 

 

Books and Authors 
 

Important days 
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2. Good Governance Day observed on 25 December 
 Good governance is observed annually on December 25. The day aims to let the 

citizens, the students, who are the future of the country know about the government's 
responsibilities and duties that it needs to fulfill.  

 The day is also celebrated to commemorate the birth anniversary of India's former 
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 To create awareness of accountability in government among the citizens of India, 
Good Governance Day is observed every year. 

 

Obituaries 
 

 

1. South Africa anti-apartheid hero dies aged 90 
 Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the Nobel Peace prize laureate who helped end 

apartheid in South Africa, has died aged 90. 
 Archbishop Tutu had helped bequeath "a liberated South Africa,". 
 Tutu was one of the country's best known figures at home and abroad. 
 A contemporary of anti-apartheid icon Nelson Mandela, he was one of the driving 

forces behind the movement to end the policy of racial segregation and 
discrimination enforced by the white minority government against the black majority 
in South Africa from 1948 until 1991. 

 He was awarded the Nobel prize in 1984 for his role in the struggle to abolish the 
apartheid system. 

 Tutu was "an iconic spiritual leader, anti-apartheid activist and global human rights 
campaigner". 

 He’s described as "a patriot without equal; a leader of principle and pragmatism who 
gave meaning to the biblical insight that faith without works is dead. 

 

 

 

1. Powered by 'Kutumba' database, CM Bommai's pet 
project takes off 

 some two lakh students received money in their bank accounts and many of them 
are clueless over the reason why and didn't know anything beyond the fact that it 
came from the government.  

 The reason behind this is Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai’s pet project Vidyanidhi 
— an annual scholarship for agriculturists' children studying in PU or ITI, degree, 
LLB/para medical, B Pharm, MBBS and engineering courses. 

 Vidyanidhi is the first welfare scheme in Karnataka for which the government is using 
Kutumba, an extensive database that contains a treasure trove of data on families 
across the state, to automatically identify eligible beneficiaries. 

 This is the first time Kutumba is being used to give benefits on a suo motu basis. 
 Kutumba currently has data on 5.5 crore citizens belonging to 1.6 crore families.  
 It is further linked to the education department’s database and the Farmer 

Registration & Unified Beneficiary Information System (FRUITS) that has details of 
seven million farmers, databases of ration cards and caste/income certificates. 

 So, the government knows who the farmers are, and if they have any students in 
their families.     

Obituaries 
 

State News  
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 A recent government order said the Vidyanidhi scholarship will be given on an 
entitlement basis, which means eligible students need not apply. 
Challenges 

 The downside of this is that beneficiaries won’t even know under what scheme they 
have received money.  

 Another challenge is that Aadhaar is static data. Aadhaar is just the financial address 
and payments are triggered to the Aadhaar-seeded bank accounts. But, if a citizen 
has changed his or her phone number, how will someone come to know they’ve 
received a benefit. 

 

2. Weavers' children to be covered under Vidya Nidhi 
scheme: Karnataka Minister 

 The Karnataka government is contemplating Rs five lakh compensation to the family 
members of a handloom weaver who has committed suicide. 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai after hearing the concerns of weavers had decided 
to extend benefits such as compensation and Vidya Nidhi scheme to children of 
weavers. Soon, weavers will get all the benefits on par with the farmers. 
Vidya Nidhi scheme 

 Raitha Vidya Nidhi Scheme is a scholarship scheme. The Karnataka Government 
launched this scheme on 7th August 2021 to give scholarships to the children of 
farmers in the state.  
Features/benefits- 

 The scheme will provide scholarships for the children of farmers in the state 
 Under the scheme, scholarships will be of rupees 2500 to rupees 11000 which will be 

provided to the children of farmers pursuing higher education. 
 The amount of the scholarship given under the scheme will be directly transferred to 

the bank account of the beneficiaries. 
 The scheme aims to provide higher education to each and every student of the 

state.  
 The beneficiaries can avail the benefits of the scheme even if they are getting 

benefits from any other scholarship scheme. 

 

3. Karnataka MLAs frown as govt discards file tracking 
portal 

 An online portal that tracked movement of files in government departments has been 
taken down by the Bommai government, angering legislators who say they are 
having a hard time finding out the status of their pleas now. 

 The Sachivalaya Vahini portal — which was put in place in October 2011 under the 
Online Digital Government Communication (ODGC) project — showed where and 
with whom every file and letter received by the government was.  

 Sachivalaya Vahini's main beneficiaries were legislators, who are overloaded with 
requests from their constituents to keep tabs on tapals, a government parlance that 
refers to letters or mail. 

 Sachivalaya Vahini was closed as physical files have no meaning now because of 
the implementation of e-Office. 

 Under e-Office, all files are scanned and uploaded onto the system for further 
transactions. Besides saving reams of paper, e-Office cuts manual movement of files 
and ensures speedy clearances. All secretariat offices have moved to the e-Office. 
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4. World Bank to help Karnataka take up drinking water 
project in three cities 

 The World Bank has approved additional financing of $150 million to the ongoing 
Karnataka Urban Water Supply Modernisation Project (KUWSMP) in Hubballi-
Dharwad, Belagavi and Kalaburagi cities.  

 The project is aimed at providing piped drinking water supplies to households in 
these three cities. 

 In Belagavi, Hubballi-Dharwad and Kalaburagi, the establishment of modern water 
utilities is aimed at ensuring universal and continuous access to water supply, 
regardless of income level and housing status. 

 Under the project, the municipal corporations in each of the three cities will establish 
a city water company which, in the long term, will be responsible for managing water 
services in the city. 

 

5. Cattle slaughter cases in Karnataka up by 67% since 2019 
 Karnataka has seen a 67 percent rise in cases of illegal transportation of cattle to 

slaughterhouses since the BJP came to power in 2019, according to government 
data.  

 The rise in cases coincides with the enactment of stringent amendments to the 
Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act earlier this year.  

 There were 245 cases in 2019, which went up to 354 in 2020 and 411 this year. 
 The new Act prohibits transportation of any cattle from any place within the state to 

any other place within the state or outside for slaughter. Transportation is allowed 
only for bona fide agricultural or animal husbandry purposes. 

 As soon as illegal transportation of cattle is reported, local revenue authorities are 
informed and the animals are taken to cattle sheds for safety. 

 The new law imposes a blanket ban on the slaughter of cows in the state, forcing 
farmers to either take care of cows even after they become barren, or simply 
abandon them. The only slaughter allowed is of terminally-ill cattle. Also, buffalo 
above the age of 13 years can be slaughtered with permission. 

 

6. Power under Section 25 KLR Act only for revenue courts, 
not individual revenue officers: HC 

 The high court has said that a revenue officer cannot constitute himself as a revenue 
court just because he holds an office, not inferior in rank to that of a tahsildar.   

 A division bench observed this while passing an order in an appeal. 
 The appeal challenged the order passed by a single judge with a direction to make 

entries of the names in the record of rights by way of inheritance khata. 
 The name of the owner of the property was abruptly deleted by the revenue 

authorities and proceedings were initiated for getting the names re-entered in the 
RTC. 

 The deputy commissioner, Chamarajanagar district, sitting as a revenue court, 
ordered the restoration of the names in November 2006 under Section 136 (3) of the 
Karnataka Land Revenue Act.  

 Subsequently, a succeeding deputy commissioner passed another order in June 
2007 under Section 25 of the Act rejecting the revision application. 

 The bench said that power under Section 25 of the Act is available to be exercised 
only by the ‘revenue court’ and not by individual revenue officers. 

 The court said that exercising power under Section 25 of the Act must be for the 
determination of any question between the state government and any person or 
between parties to any proceedings. 

 As there was no proceeding pending before the deputy commissioner for an inquiry 
he could not, in law, be a ‘revenue court’ in the case on hand, the court said. 
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7. Karnataka government to implement 'e-RUPI' for cashless 
education scholarship fee payment 

 The Karnataka government's e-Governance department has partnered with the 
National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and State Bank of India (SBI) for 
enabling and implementing 'e-RUPI', a cashless and contactless payment solution to 
students under its scholarship programme.  

 e-RUPI will be used to ensure a leak-proof delivery of education fees of eligible 
students by paying digitally to the college or institute by the Karnataka government. 

 The Karnataka government will get e-vouchers delivered to the mobiles of eligible 
students. The voucher code can be received on the feature phone also.  

 The students will be able to redeem e-RUPI at the identified colleges or institutes for 
the intended purpose of fees payment. 

 e-RUPI is indeed a very powerful tool for governments to use as it allows direct 
transfer of the benefits to the targeted beneficiary, with safety and security.  

 The instrument ensures that the beneficiary gets the benefit as per the guidelines of 
the scheme. 

 Under this initiative, each transaction is mapped with the beneficiary and the 
institution ensuring that the e-Voucher can be redeemed by the college where the 
student has enrolled. 

 Following the successful implementation of this pilot project, the state is examining 
the use of e-RUPI Voucher in other schemes such as seed distribution, fertiliser 
distribution, micro irrigation schemes, issue of laptops to students, and Imparting 
skilled training. 

 e-RUPI is a revolutionary initiative in the direction of ensuring a convenient and leak-
proof delivery of schemes. This is a win-win for both students and colleges. While 
students receive the voucher, they can redeem it only for payment of fees to 
colleges/Institutes. 

 

8. Karnataka first state to draft a bill protecting pedestrians, 
cyclists 
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 The government is preparing a first-of-its-kind bill offering protection to pedestrians 
and cyclists, which will also ensure their rights in all cities of Karnataka. 

 The Directorate of Urban Land transport (DULT) has published the draft ‘Active 
Mobility Bill, Karnataka 2021’ mandating Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to design and 
build infrastructure for pedestrians and fix penalties for failure. 

 The bill envisages equitable space on roads and streets, while striving to create a 
safe and accessible environment for walking and cycling.  

 Pedestrians and cyclists are classified as most vulnerable since they account for 
most road fatalities. 

 The bill holds urban local bodies duty-bound and responsible to design, construct 
and maintain a network of “complete and connected streets, with footpaths of 
adequate width and cycle tracks or shared paths”.  

 Making provisions to inspect infrastructure works, the bill also prescribes penalties up 
to Rs 2 lakh on anyone failing to comply with its rules, including the head of the ULB. 
Continued non-compliance will attract an additional Rs 5,000 penalty per day. 

 The bill also promises to create pedestrianised zones where private vehicles, except 
that of local residents, will be barred. 

 

9. Kannada biographer among 20 writers to win Sahitya 
Akademi Award 

 Kannada biographer DS Nagabhushan, English author Namita Gokhale, Telugu poet 
Goreti Venkanna, Tamil writer Ambai are among the 20 awardees of the Sahitya 
Akademi Award 2021. The award, which carries an amount of Rs 1,00,000 was 
announced.  

 The Sahitya Yuva and Sahitya Bal Puraskar, too, were awarded in various 
languages. 

 Awardees of the Sahitya Yuva Puraskar from Karnataka include Kannada poet H 
Lakshmi Narayan Swamy (for his poems in Togala Cheelada Kara). 

 Awardees of the Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2021 include Basu Bevinagida (Kannada), Mu. 
Murugesh (Tamil), Devaraju Maharaju (Telugu), Anita Vaccharajani (English), among 
the 22 awardees this year. 

 All the 22 awardees of the Sahitya Yuva Puraskar will receive Rs 50,000 each.  
Sahitya Akademi Award 

 The Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honour in India, which the Sahitya Akademi, 
India's National Academy of Letters, annually confers on writers of the most 
outstanding books of literary merit published in any of the 24 major Indian languages 
such as Tamil, English, Bengali, Punjabi and the 22 listed languages in the Eighth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution recognised by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi. 

 The award's purpose is to recognise and promote excellence in Indian writing and 
also acknowledge new trends. 

 

10. Former Karnataka chief justice N K Sodhi passes away 

  

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 Former chief justice of Karnataka and Kerala high courts, Justice N K Sodhi, passed 
away. Justice Sodhi (78) is survived by his wife Neelam Sodhi, daughter Gayatri 
Sodhi and grandson Sidharth.  

 Justice Sodhi was appointed as a judge of the Punjab and Haryana High Court in 
March 1991. In January 2004, he was elevated as chief justice of Kerala High Court 
and subsequently transferred to Karnataka as chief justice. 

 He was chief justice of the Karnataka High Court between November 19, 2004, and 
November 29, 2005.  

 

11. Self-defence classes for girls in Karnataka govt schools, 
PU colleges from this week 

 More than four lakh girl students studying at various government high schools and 
pre-university colleges in the state will be trained in self-defence techniques through 
special classes starting from the first week of this month.  

 The government has released Rs 2 crore for the training under the Samagra 
Shikshana Karnataka (earlier known as Samagra Shikshana Abhiyana) project. 

 Self-defence training mainly helps girl students get stronger physically and mentally. 
Self-defence does not mean only teaching karate. 

 Schools and colleges have to upload photographs and videos of the self-defence 
training on the Shagun portal. 
Samagra Shikshana Abhiyana 

 The Union Budget, 2018-19, has proposed to treat school education holistically 
without segmentation from pre-nursery to Class 12.  

 Samagra Shiksha - an overarching programme for the school education sector 
extending from pre-school to class 12 has been, therefore, prepared with the broader 
goal of improving school effectiveness measured in terms of equal opportunities for 
schooling and equitable learning outcomes.  

 It subsumes the three erstwhile Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). 
Shagun portal 

 SE Shagun, i.e., School Education Shagun is an all-encompassing platform relating 
to the entire gamut of activities of the Department of School Education in the 
Government of India and all States and Union Territories. 

 The word 'ShaGun' is coined from two different words - 'Shala' meaning Schools and 
'Gunvatta' meaning Quality, and the ShaGun portal likewise has two parts: 

 One part is a repository of best practices, photographs, videos, studies, newspaper 
articles etc on elementary education in schools of the Central Government, States & 
UTs & Autonomous bodies. Its purpose is to showcase success stories, thus 
providing a platform for all stakeholders to learn from each other, and instilling a 
positive competitive spirit among all the States and UTs. 

 The second part is the online monitoring module of ShaGun which measures State-
level performance and progress against key educational indicators to conduct real-
time assessments which normal paper-based monitoring mechanisms did not allow. 
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Mains 
 

 

1. Poverty key factor in determining institutional delivery: 
study 

 
 Poverty, education, and exposure to a community health worker are more important 

than age at marriage in determining whether a mother will be able to have a safe 
birth in a medical facility, according to a first-of-its-kind study on utilisation of 
institutional delivery in the country. 

 Published in the peer-reviewed journal Global Health Action, the study analyses data 
on State-level maternal mortality ratio (2016 to 2018), as well as the National Family 
Health Survey-4 (2015-2016).  

 The study is unique in its exploration of socio-demographic factors as well as barriers 
in low coverage of institutional deliveries, which is a key intervention in averting the 
risk of maternal mortality due to childbirth-related complications.   

 It focuses on nine low-performing States (LPS) with high burden of maternal mortality 
— Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, 
Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.  

 These States constitute about half of the country’s population and contribute 62% of 
maternal deaths, 71% of infant deaths, 72% of under-five (years) deaths, and 61% of 
births in the country. They also account for 12% of global maternal deaths. 

 India has a maternal mortality rate of 113 per 100,000, and the rate remains 
“alarmingly high” in these nine States at 161 deaths per 100,000 . 

 As far as socio-demographic factors are concerned poverty (1.4 to 3.5) is responsible 
more than twice as much as age at marriage (.78) in determining whether a woman 
will seek institutional delivery. Education (1.2 to 3.8) is 1.5 times more important than 
age at marriage.  

 As far as barriers in accessing institutional deliveries were concerned, about 17% of 
women expressed distance or lack of transportation, and 16% cited costs, to be 
some of the challenges. Other reasons were facility closures (10%), poor service or 
trust issues (6%). 
Concern 

 The research comes at a time the government has proposed to raise the age of 
marriage for women to 21 years in order to reduce maternal deaths — a decision that 

Mains 
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has come under heavy criticism for ignoring social realities such as poverty, 
education and access to health services that are said to play a bigger role in 
preventing child marriages. 
Way forward 

 The authors recommend State-specific interventions not only to increase the number 
of public health facilities but also to improve associated quality of care, underlining 
that inadequate clinical training and insufficient skilled human resources affected the 
quality of available maternity services resulting in low coverage of institutional 
deliveries. 

 

2. MoD notifies positive indigenisation list 
 A positive indigenisation list of sub-systems/ assemblies/ subassemblies/ 

components has been notified by Department of Defence Production, Ministry of 
Defence, as part of the efforts to achieve self-reliance in defence manufacturing and 
minimise imports by Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs).  

 The list contains 2,500 imported items which have already been indigenised and 351 
imported items which will be indigenised in the next three years.  

 This Atma Nirbhar initiative will save foreign exchange approximately equivalent to 
Rs. 3,000 cr every year.  

 For a product to be considered as an indigenous system, items on the positive 
indigenisation list must not only use technologies designed and developed by the 
Indian defence industry or the DRDO but also meet the specified requirement of 
sourcing indigenous content of 50 per cent. 
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CREDENCE IAS 

CREDENCE IAS has proved its credentials again!!  

“It is the Best Coaching Centre for KAS in Karnataka”.  

More than 100 Selections in KAS - 2015 batch.  

AC – 11, DYSP -6, ACCT-20, Tahasildar -16 

 


