
 

Weekly Current Affairs – OCT 4 to OCT 9 

 

www.credenceias.com 

Join Telegram: @Crispycurrentaffairs 

Vijaynagar, Bengaluru 

9654506161 



 

Telegram -@crispycurrentaffairs          www.credenceias.com                      9654506161 Page 1 

Polity and Governance  

World's largest Khadi national flag inaugurated in Leh 

 
 The world's largest Khadi national flag was installed in Leh town on 2nd October on 

the occasion of Mahatma Gandhi's 152nd birth anniversary.  

 The flag was inaugurated by Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur. 

 The ―Khadi national flag" has been installed in Leh, the UT's capital city. It has a 

length of 225 feet with a width of 150 feet and weighs 1000 kilogram. 

 The flag was made by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) and was 

displayed by the 57 Engineer Regiment of the Indian Army. 

 2nd October 2021 marks the 152nd birth anniversary of Mohandas Karamchand 

Gandhi, known in India, and across the globe as Mahatma Gandhi. The freedom 

fighter, who was born on October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, Gujarat, was a peace activist 

renowned for his non-violent means of demonstrations against British rule. 

 

VAHAN portal 
 Delhi government asks banks to integrate vehicle loan data with the VAHAN portal. 

 Vahan - (The Integrated Solution for Vehicle Registration) is a highly flexible and 

comprehensive system that takes care of all the burdensome activities of Vehicle 

Registration, leaving the Transport Department to deal with more important business 

issues.  

 The software enables the processes at RTO/DTO/MLO/SDM involving Vehicle 

Registration, Fitness, Taxes, Permits & Enforcement to get computerized. 

 The State Transport Department is governed by both Central Motor Vehicle 

Regulation (CMVR) and state specific Motor Vehicle Regulation (State MVR).  

 Consequently, Vahan was conceptualized as a product that would capture the 

functionalities as mandated by CMVR as well as state MVRs. 

 
History 
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Chola inscriptions detail qualifications for civic officials 

 
 At a time when the rural local bodies in nine newly constituted districts are going to 

the polls, some Chola-era inscriptions bear testimony to the qualifications required for 

members of the village administrative council. 

The inscriptions at Thenneri village in Kancheepuram district  
 The inscriptions at Thenneri village in Kancheepuram district also shed light on how 

farm produce was taxed.  

 But very little is known about the Thenneri inscriptions laying down qualifications for 

candidates to village administrative committees (‗perumkuri sabai‘).  

The inscriptions of Uthiramerur in Kancheepuram district  
 The inscriptions of Uthiramerur in Kancheepuram district that dwells upon 

‗Kudavolai‘ — a system to elect members to the annual committee (‗variyam‘), 

garden committee, tank committee and other committees for 30 wards — are well-

known.  

 The inscriptions are on the walls of the Kanthaleeswarar temple. 

Details 
 The Kachaleeswarar temple and the Abathsahayeswarar temple are on the banks of 

the 3.80-km-long Thenneri.  

 They were constructed by Sembian Mahadevi, the grandmother of Chola King 

Rajaraja, in memory of her son Uthama Chola. 

 According to the inscriptions, candidates should own land and should not have any 

case pending against them. ―He should be highly educated and should have 

maintained his accounts in a transparent manner.‖ 

 The lake bears testimony to Thenneri‘s ancientness. Perumpanattrupadai, a Sangam-

era literary work, refers to the king who created the lake as ‗Thondaiman 

Ilanthirayan‘. 

 The copper plates of the Pallava period found at Kaasakudi refer to the lake as 

‗Thiraiyan Eri‘. Over centuries, it has become Thenneri. 

 There is a Vijayanarayana Perumal temple. Village meetings took place in the front 

hall of the temple during the reign of Rajaraja. The temple is known as Mummudi 

Chola Vinnagaralvar. 

 He said the lake had close association with the Varadharaja Perumal temple of 

Kancheepuram. The deity would visit the lake during the float festival in the Tamil 
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month of ‗Masi‘, and villagers would offer paddy and other commodities on His 

return to Kancheepuram. 

 

Shringla visits Trincomalee oil tank farm, key India-Sri Lanka 

economic partnership link 
 Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla on Sunday visited the World War II-era oil 

storage facility in the strategically advantaged port district of Trincomalee in Sri 

Lanka‘s east coast. 

 This has been a key bilateral economic partnership link for decades. 

 The Trincomalee Harbour, one of the deepest natural harbours in the world, was 

developed by the British during World War II. 

 Since 2003, the Lanka IOC, the Sri Lankan subsidiary of India's oil major Indian Oil 

Corporation (IOC), has the lease rights to 99 tanks at the facility for a period of 35 

years for an annual payment of $ 100,000. 

 His visit to the site assumes significance as oil sector trade unions in Sri Lanka have 

demanded that tanks be brought under the control of the state fuel entity Ceylon 

Petroleum Corporation (CPC). 

 
Economy  

“One GP one B C Sakhi” mission 
 To commemorate the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, 50,000 women SHG members are 

dedicated to the nation as Business Correspondents (B C) Sakhi in the rural areas 

during the week, 24th to 30th September, 2021.  

 These Business Correspondents will provide doorstep services in every Gram 

Panchayat (GP).  

 The initiative has been named as the ―One GP one B C Sakhi‖ mission. It is proposed 

to deploy at least one B C Sakhi in the rural areas by the end of 2023-24.  

 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) 

under the Ministry of Rural Development has initiated a novel process of engagement 

of women Self Help Group (SHG) members as Business Correspondents (BC) for 

providing basic banking services in the rural areas of the country. 

 More than 50,000 SHG women who have been trained and certified as B C Sakhi are 

already providing services at the doorsteps in rural areas. 

 To boost cashless/digital transactions amongst SHGs and their members, State Rural 

Livelihoods Missions (SRLMs) have been advised to coordinate with different banks 

including Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) operating in their state to engage SHG 

members as their BCs. 

 

Pandora Papers 
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 A leak of 6.4 million documents, more than a million emails, almost three million 

images, and nearly half a million spreadsheets has revealed the hidden wealth, tax 

workarounds and in some cases, money laundering by some of the global elites. 

 There are at least 380 persons of Indian nationality in the Pandora Papers.  

 The expose, called Pandora Papers, was led by the International Consortium of 

Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) in Washington DC. The leak discloses the names of 

330 politicians from 90 countries who used secret offshore companies to hide their 

wealth. 

What are the Pandora Papers? 
 These are 11.9 million leaked files from 14 global corporate services firms which set 

up about 29,000 off-the-shelf companies and private trusts in not just obscure tax 

jurisdictions but also countries such as Singapore, New Zealand, and the United 

States, for clients across the world. 

 These documents relate to the ultimate ownership of assets ‗settled‘ (or placed) in 

private offshore trusts and the investments including cash, shareholding, and real 

estate properties, held by the offshore entities. 

How is Pandora different from the Panama Papers and Paradise Papers? 
 The Panama and Paradise Papers dealt largely with offshore entities set up by 

individuals and corporates respectively.  

 The Pandora Papers investigation shows how businesses have created a new normal 

after countries have been forced to tighten the screws on such offshore entities with 

rising concerns of money laundering, terrorism funding, and tax evasion. 

Is setting up a trust in India, or one offshore/ outside the country, illegal? 
 No. The Indian Trusts Act, 1882, gives legal basis to the concept of trusts.  

 While Indian laws do not see trusts as a legal person/ entity, they do recognise the 

trust as an obligation of the trustee to manage and use the assets settled in the trust for 

the benefit of ‗beneficiaries‘. India also recognises offshore trusts i.e., trusts set up in 

other tax jurisdictions. 

 

Under Jal Jeevan Mission, 5 crore houses given water connections 
 Since the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019, five crore households have got 

water connection and now tap water is reaching every household in about 1.25 lakh 

villages. 

 The mission is not just about bringing water to people but it is also a decentralisation 

movement that is village and women-driven. 
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 From the time of Independence till 2019, only three crore households in our country 

had access to tap water. Since the launch of the Jal Jeevan Mission in 2019, five crore 

households have been provided with water connections. 

 Today, water is reaching every household in about 1.25 lakh villages in about 80 

districts of the country. In aspirational districts, piped water connections have risen 

from 31 lakh to over 1.16 crore. 

 Out of over six lakh villages, pani samitis/VWSCs have been constituted in around 

3.5 lakh villages. More than 7.1 lakh women have been trained to test the quality of 

water by using field test kits. 

New measures taken 
 The Prime Minister also launched the Jal Jeevan Mission app for improving 

awareness among stakeholders and for greater transparency and accountability of 

schemes under the mission. 

 Rashtriya Jal Jeevan Kosh was launched , where any individual, institution, corporate 

or philanthropist, be it in India or abroad, can contribute to help provide tap water 

connection in every rural household, school, anganwadi centre, ashramshala and other 

public institutions. 

Jal Jeevan Mission 
 Jal Jeevan Mission is envisioned to provide safe and adequate drinking water through 

individual household tap connections by 2024 to all households in rural India.  

 The programme will also implement source sustainability measures as mandatory 

elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey water management, water 

conservation, and rain water harvesting.  

 The Jal Jeevan Mission will be based on a community approach to water and will 

include extensive Information, Education and communication as a key component of 

the mission. JJM looks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone‘s 

priority. 

 

Comprehensive Handicrafts Cluster Development Scheme 
 The Ministry of Textiles has approved continuation of the Comprehensive Handicrafts 

Cluster Development Scheme (CHCDS) with a total outlay of Rs 160 crore.  

 The scheme will continue up to March 2026.  

 Infrastructural support, market access, design and technology up-gradation support etc 

will be provided to handicraft artisans under this scheme. 

 CHCDS aims  to create world-class infrastructure that caters to the business needs of 

the local artisans & SMEs to boost production and export. In brief, the main objective 

of setting up these clusters is to assist the artisans & entrepreneurs to set up world-

class units with modern infrastructure, latest technology, and adequate training and 

human resource development inputs, coupled with market linkages and production 

diversification. 

 The focus will be on integration of scattered artisans, building their grass root level 

enterprises and linking them to SMEs in the handicrafts sector to ensure economies of 

scale.  

 The mega handicraft clusters having more than 10,000 artisans will be selected for 

overall development under this scheme. 

 

Ministry of Coal Notifies rules for 50% Sale of Coal from Captive 

Mines 
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 The Ministry of Coal has amended Mineral Concession Rules, 1960 with a view to 

allowing sale of coal or lignite, on payment of additional amount, by the lessee of a 

captive mine up to 50 percent of the total coal or lignite produced in a financial year, 

after meeting the requirement of the end use plant linked with the mine.  

 Earlier this year, the Mines and Minerals (Development & Regulation) Amendment 

Act had been amended to this effect. This is applicable for both the private and public 

sector captive mines. 

 With this amendment, the Government has paved the way for releasing of additional 

coal in the market by greater utilization of mining capacities of captive coal and 

lignite blocks,which were being only partly utilized owing to limited production of 

coal for meeting their captive needs.  

 Availability of additional coal will ease pressure on power plants and will also aid in 

import-substitution of coal. 

 The Government has also made provisions for grant of mining leases to a Government 

company or corporation for coal or lignite for a period of fifty years.  

 

Industrial Park Ratings System Report 
 41 Industrial Parks have been assessed as "Leaders" in the Industrial Park Ratings 

System Report released by DPIIT.  

 90 Industrial Parks have been rated as under Challenger category while 185 have been 

rated as under "Aspirers". These ratings are assigned on the basis of key existing 

parameters and infrastructure facilities etc. 

 The 2nd edition of the Industrial Park Rating System (IPRS) Report was launched by 

the Minister of State for Commerce & Industry, Shri Som Prakash here today. 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Som Parkash said the IPRS 2.0 Report will enhance 

India‘s industrial competitiveness and attract investment. 

 These IPRS 2.0 ratings will be instrumental to contribute to India‘s growth story and 

to chart out the path of progress for both the industry and the country.  

 The aim to take India to new heights in manufacturing seems to be getting nearer. 

 The IPRS pilot exercise was launched in 2018, with an objective of enhancing 

industrial infrastructure competitiveness and supporting policy development for 

enabling industrialization across the country. 

 Based on the learnings from the pilot stage, the Government started the IPRS 2.0 in 

2020.  

 All the States of India and 51 SEZs, including 29 Private, have participated in the 

IPRS 2.0 Report. 24 Private Sector Industrial Parks have also been nominated. 

The India Industrial Land Bank (IILB)  
 Report is an extension of the India Industrial Land Bank which features more than 

4,400 industrial parks in a GIS-enabled database to help investors identify their 

preferred location for investment.  

 The portal is currently integrated with industry-based GIS systems of 21 States and 

UTs and plot-wise information in these are updated on a real-time basis, he said. 

 The India Industrial Land Bank (IILB) provides details of more than 5.6 lakh 

hectares, roughly the size bigger than 30-40 countries, on the click of a button and 

prospective entrepreneurs can apply sitting from anywhere across the world. 

 The GIS-enabled IILB acts as a one-stop source of information on Industrial 

Infrastructure.  

 Significant scaling up in coverage of Industrial Parks on this Land Bank has played a 

key role in facilitating the IPRS. 
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Government has approved setting up of 7 Mega Integrated 

Textile Region and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks 
 To position India strongly on the Global textiles map, the Government has approved 

the setting up of 7 PM MITRA parks as announced in the Union Budget for 2021-22.  

 PM MITRA is inspired by the 5F vision of the Hon'ble Prime Minister. The '5F' 

Formula encompasses - Farm to fibre; fibre to factory; factory to fashion; fashion to 

foreign.  

 The 7 Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel Parks (PM MITRA) will be set up 

at Greenfield / Brownfield sites located in different willing States.   

The PM MITRA parks will have the following: 
 Core Infrastructure: Incubation Centre & Plug & Play facility, Developed Factory 

Sites, Roads, Power, Water and WasteWater system, Common Processing House & 

CETP and other related facilities e.g. Design Centre, Testing Centres etc. 

 Support Infrastructure: Workers‘ hostels & housing, logistics park,  warehousing, 

medical, training & skill development facilities. 

 

Govt unveils National Digital Livestock Mission Blueprint 
 NDLM aims to create a farmer-centric, technology-enabled ecosystem where the 

farmers are able to realise better income through livestock activities. 

 Union Minister of State Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying unveiled the 

National Digital Livestock Mission Blueprint at NDDB, at Anand, Gujarat.  

 The livestock sector is poised for a major leap after the implementation of NDLM, a 

digital platform being developed jointly by DAHD and NDDB on the foundation of 

the existing Information Network for Animal Productivity and Health (INAPH).  

 The aim is to create a farmer-centric, technology-enabled ecosystem where the 

farmers are able to realise better income through livestock activities with the right 

information. 

 The farmers will be able to effortlessly access the markets, irrespective of their 

location or holdings through this digital platform as a wide range of stakeholders will 

be connected in this ecosystem.  

 The system will also include robust animal breeding systems, nutrition, disease 

surveillance, disease control programmes and a traceability mechanism for animals 

and animal products. 

 

After 68 years, Tatas win back Air India with ₹18,000-crore bid 
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 After 68 years, Air India is all set to return to the Tata fold. Tata Sons subsidiary 

Talace Pvt Ltd emerged as the winning bidder for the debt-laden national carrier after 

quoting an enterprise value of ₹18,000 crore. The government will take a hit of 

₹28,844 crore. 

 The Tatas will own 100% stake in Air India, as well as 100% in its international low-

cost arm Air India Express and 50% in the ground handling joint venture, Air India 

SATS.  

 Apart from 141 planes and access to a network of 173 destinations including 55 

international ones, Tatas will also have the ownership of iconic brands like Air India, 

Indian Airlines and the Maharajah. 

 The Group of Ministers led by Home Minister Amit Shah approved the winning 

bidder in its meeting on October 4, 2021. The government aims to complete the 

transaction by December, 2021, when it will transfer its shares and handover the 

airline to the new buyer. 

 Talace has quoted an enterprise value of ₹18,000 crore. Of this, ₹15,300 crore is the 

debt component of Air India to be taken on by the winner, and the remaining ₹2,700 

crore will be paid to the government. 

 It will provide a very strong market opportunity to the Tata Group's presence in the 

aviation industry". Tata Sons owns 84% share in Air Asia which has a market share of 

5.2%, and 51% stake in Vistara which has a market share of 8.3%. Together with Air 

India's market share of 13.2%, Tatas could be in control of 26.7% market share and be 

the second biggest player after IndiGo. 

 

Samarth training at 75 training centers in different crafts 

inaugurated across the country 
 The office of Development Commissioner (Handicrafts), Ministry of Textiles, has 

actively been participating in the celebration by up scaling its various schemes and 

programmes meant for handicraft artisans of the country. 

 To coincide with the occasion of Mahatma Gandhi Jayanti, on 2nd October, 2021, the 

office of DC (H) inaugurated Samarth training at 75 training centers in different craft 

throughout the country.  

 Samarth training is providing skill training to the 2,250 artisans as well as extending 

wage compensation of Rs. 300 per day per trainee at these centres.  

 All the courses in Samarth training are National Skill Qualification Framework 

(NSQF) aligned as per Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

guidelines. The wage compensation to successful trained artisans is paid through DBT 

mode directly into the account of the artisans.  

 The Raw material during the training is also provided by the department. 

 The Office of Development Commissioner (handicrafts) is working hard to make 

Handicrafts artisans skilled through handicrafts training programs.  

 
International Relations 

INDIA – SRI LANKA JOINT “EXERCISE MITRA SHAKTI” 
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 The 8th edition of India-Sri Lanka bilateral joint exercise Mitra Shakti commenced 

today at the Combat Training School, Ampara in Sri Lanka from 04 to 15 October 

2021. 

 The Indian Army contingent of 120 personnel of Infantry Battalion Group and a 

similar strength from a Battalion of the Sri Lankan Army are participating in the 

bilateral exercise.  

 Over the next few days, troops will train, share and rehearse tactical drills to 

undertake joint counter-terrorism operations in a semi urban/rural environment under 

United Nations mandate. 

 The exercise provides an ideal platform for both contingents to share their operational 

experience and expertise while also being instrumental in broadening the 

interoperability and cooperation between the Armies of India and Sri Lanka. 

 

30th anniversary of the signing of the Protocol on Environmental 

Protection (Madrid protocol) of the Antarctic Treaty 
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 The Union Minister of State Science & Technology addressed the International 

Conference commemorating the signing of the Madrid Protocol on Environmental 

Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. 

 India is committed to curtail carbon emissions in the Antarctic atmosphere. 

 India has already adopted the green energy initiative by experimenting with the 

feasibility of wind energy production and installed moderate output of Wind Energy 

Generators (WEG) on an experimental basis. The choice of Combined Heat and 

Power (CHP) for Bharati station to reduce carbon emissions in the Antarctic also 

promotes India's pledge to protect the environment, he added. 

 India signed the Antarctic Treaty on 19th August 1983 and soon thereafter received 

consultative status on 12th September 1983.  

 The Madrid Protocol was signed by India which came into force on 14th January, 

1998.  

 India is one of the 29 Consultative Parties to the Antarctic Treaty. India is also a 

member of the Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programme (COMNAP) 

and Scientific Committee of Antarctica Research (SCAR). All these representations 

show the significant position that India holds among the nations involved in Antarctic 

research. 

 India has two active research stations; Maitri (commissioned in 1989) at Schirmacher 

Hills, and Bharati (commissioned in 2012) at Larsemann Hills in Antarctica.  

 India has successfully launched 40 annual scientific expeditions to Antarctica till 

date.  

 With Himadri station in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, Arctic, India now belongs to the elite 

group of nations that have multiple research stations within the Polar Regions. 

 The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty was signed in 

Madrid on October 4, 1991 and entered into force in 1998. It designates Antarctica as 

a ―natural reserve, devoted to peace and science‖. 

 

JAPAN-INDIA BILATERAL MARITIME EXERCISE „JIMEX‟ 
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 The fifth edition of India – Japan Maritime Bilateral Exercise, JIMEX, between the 

Indian Navy (IN) and the Japan Maritime Self-Defence Force (JMSDF), will be held 

in the Arabian Sea from 06 to 08 October 2021.  

 JIMEX series of exercises commenced in January 2012 with special focus on 

maritime security cooperation. The last edition of JIMEX was conducted in 

September 2020. 

 JIMEX-21 aims to develop common understanding of operational procedures and 

enhance interoperability through conduct of a multitude of advanced exercises, across 

the entire spectrum of maritime operations.  

 Multi-faceted tactical exercises involving weapon firings, cross-deck helicopter 

operations and complex surface, anti-submarine and air warfare drills will consolidate 

coordination developed by the two navies. 

 JIMEX-21 will further enhance the cooperation and mutual confidence between the 

two navies and fortify the long-standing bond of friendship between the two 

countries.  

 

EXERCISE AJEYA WARRIOR COMMENCES AT 

UTTARAKHAND 
 The 6th Edition of India - UK Joint Company Level Military Training EXERCISE 

AJEYA WARRIOR has commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand and will culminate on 

20 Oct 2021.  

 The exercise is part of an initiative to develop interoperability and sharing expertise 

with friendly foreign nations.  

 During this exercise, an Infantry Company from the Indian Army and an equivalent 

strength from the UK Army would be sharing their experiences gained during the 

conduct of various military operations in their respective countries and during 

overseas engagements.  

 As part of the training, both the Armies would familiarise themselves with each 

other‘s weapons, equipment, tactics, techniques and procedures for carrying out joint 

military operations. 

 
Social Issues 

Swachh Bharat Diwas celebrated across the nation on 2nd 

October, 2021 under Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin Phase 2 
 The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti 

organized important activities/campaigns under Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin 

(SBMG) Phase 2 to accelerate the ODF Plus momentum and sustain the Open 

Defecation Free (ODF) achievements in villages.  

 Like every year, DDWS celebrated the birth anniversary of Swachhata inspiration and 

Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi on 2nd Oct, 2021 as Swachh Bharat Diwas 

strengthening the people‘s movement or Jan Andolan for comprehensive cleanliness. 

Satyagraha se SwachhagrahRath Yatra 
 As part of the AKAM celebrations, States and UTs launched SwachhtaRaths which 

visited their districts/blocks and GPs before concluding journey at the state/UT 

capital. The Raths played a significant role in spreading mass awareness on Swachhta, 

influencing behaviour changes for effective Solid and Liquid Waste Management 

(SLWM) and ODF Sustainability.  

Swachhta Hi Seva (SHS) 2021 
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 During the SHS 2021 fortnight, various activities were organized to promote 

community mobilization where over 60 lakh people participated and contributed in 

over 1.5 lakh Shramdaan activities.  

Swachhta Samvads 
 DDWS has been organising virtual discussions, or ‗samvads‘ with Sarpanches, 

Collectors, Zilla Parishad officials, BDOs and other sanitation stakeholders since 

April 2020.   

Sthayitva evam Sujalam Abhiyan 
 Launched on 25th August 2021 for a period of 100 days, the SthayitvaevamSujalam 

Abhiyan has focussed on liquid waste management by targeting construction of 1 

million soak pits, retrofitting of toilets and ODF Sustainability.  

 

Drugs bust case 
 Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan‘s son Aryan Khan and seven others, booked by the 

Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB), are charged with various sections of the Narcotic 

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act. 

What are the sections invoked in the case so far? 
 The NCB has invoked four sections of the NDPS Act so far.  

 These include section 8(c) of the Act. The section has wide provisions for producing, 

manufacturing, possessing, selling, purchasing, transporting, using, consuming, 

importing, exporting any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance. This section is read 

with three others. 

 Section 20 (b) relates to use of cannabis.  

 Section 27 relates to consumption of any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance and 

Section 35 which is a presumption of a culpable mental state. Section 27 which is a 

charge for consumption has a maximum charge of one year. 

 Section 35 states that the accused must have a culpable mental state. This means that 

it is upon the accused to show that he did not have an intention, motive, or knowledge 

to commit the offences he is charged with. 

 

State of the World‟s Children report 
 Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare released 

UNICEF‘s global flagship publication – ―The State of the World‘s Children 2021; On 

My Mind: promoting, protecting and caring for children‘s mental health‖.  

 The report details the significant impact of COVID-19 pandemic on children‘s mental 

health. 

 The State of the World‘s Children 2021 report has found that around 14 percent of 15 

to 24-year-olds in India, or 1 in 7, reported often feeling depressed or having little 

interest in performing tasks.  

 Children have not only been living an emotional tragedy, many are also at a higher 

risk of neglect and abuse. 

 In the same report, it is mentioned that more than 1 in 7 adolescents aged 10-19 is 

estimated to live with a diagnosed mental disorder globally. 

 Meanwhile, wide gaps persist between mental health needs and mental health 

funding.  

 The report finds that about 2 percent of government health budgets are allocated to 

mental health spending globally. 
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Government Issues Guidelines For PM Cares For Children 

Scheme 

 
 The Ministry of Women and Child Development has issued the detailed guidelines for 

the PM CARES for Children Scheme.  

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 29th May, 2021 had announced 

comprehensive support for children who have lost both their parents due to the 

COVID 19 pandemic.  

 The objective of the scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of 

children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained manner, 

enable their wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through education 

and equip them for self-sufficient existence with financial support on reaching 23 

years of age. 

 The PM CARES for children scheme provides support to these children through a 

convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education, health, monthly stipend 

from the age of 18 years, and a lump sum amount of Rs. 10 lakh on attaining 23 years 

of age. 

 The eligible children shall be enrolled from 29.05.2021 which is the date of 

announcement by the Prime Minister to 31.12.2021 to avail benefits of PM CARES 

for Children Scheme.  

 The Scheme is expected to continue till the year when every identified beneficiary 

shall turn 23 years of age. 

 The eligibility criterion for the scheme will cover all children who have lost  

a. Both parents or  

b. Surviving parent or  

c. legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent due to COVID 19 

pandemic, starting from 11.03.2020 the date on which WHO has declared and 
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characterized COVID-19 as pandemic till 31.12.2021, shall be entitled to 

benefits under this scheme.  

d. Child should not have completed 18 years of age on the date of death of 

parents. 

 
Environment and Ecology  

Kamdhenu Deepawali 2021 campaign launched 
 The Kamdhenu Deepavali 2021 campaign was launched to manufacture and market 

more than 100 Crore Cow dung-based Deepak lamps and Laxmi-Ganesh Idols.  

 Kamdhenu Deepawali is to make Cows to be economically useful by proper economic 

use of Cow Dung and Cow Urine too along with its Milks, Curd, Ghee.  

 More than 300 items are being made now by Panchgavya from Cow. This includes 

Deepawali items too like – Deepak, Lamps, Candles, Sambrani cup, Havansamagri, 

Dhoopbatti, incense sticks, Hard board, Wall piece, Laxmi-Ganesh idols etc made up 

of Cow dung. 

 The Gomaya lamps made by Cow Entrepreneurs and Cow owners will save the 

environment by providing an eco-friendly alternative to chemical based Chinese 

lights.  

 

A tiny plant that can „digest‟ low density plastic sheets 
 In a major scientific development, a group of researchers from the University of 

Madras and Presidency College, Chennai, has segregated an alga species that shows 

promise as an agent of biodegradation of plastic sheets.  

 It could be a species of microalgae that‘s generally present in Africa, Asia & Europe. 

In Rangoon, Burma, it was famous for being an epiphyte, attaching itself to different 

algae and vegetation. 

Plastic pollution  
 As per the annual report of the Central Air pollution Management Board, for the year 

2011-12, the plastic waste generated in a year amounted to 5.6 million metric tons and 

60% of the plastic used in India was gathered & reused.  

 Metropolitan cities alone contributed about 21.2% of the entire waste, led by Delhi, 

followed by Chennai, Kolkata, and Mumbai.  

 Right now, the standard techniques of plastic-waste disposal like land-filling, 

incineration, and recycling are in practice. These techniques have limitations and also 

generally produce side effects that might be dangerous to the setting.  

 So, a pool of researchers is focussing on some biodegradation strategies which might 

be protected, setting pleasant, and helps in Ecosystem Restoration. 

Details  
 In previous research, species of micro-organism that can degrade plastic have been 

analyzed. In the current research, this function is performed by the Microalga 

Uronema Africanum Borge.  

 The samples had been collected on the Kallukuttai lake space close to Taramani 

railway station, in Chennai.  

 Within the experiments, they examined the microalgae on low-density polyethylene, 

in sheets that are extremely immune to degradation, into less complicated molecules. 

 It was noticed that the remoted algae Uronema africanum produced enzymes, 

hormones, and a few polysaccharides which slowly degrade [the sheets], and the 

structural integrity of the polymer [breaks down] and it disintegrates into monomers. 
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 After incubation of the algae within the polyethylene sheet for thirty days, they 

observed beneath the microscope that there have been aberrations, ridges, grooves, 

and furrows within the materials of the sheets.  

 The microalgae produce totally different varieties of additional mobile 

polysaccharides, enzymes, toxins akin to cyanotoxins, hormones which react with the 

polymer sheets (polymer bonds) and break them up into the less complicated 

monomers which are not going to have a dangerous impact within the environment. 

 

Dust Control & Management Cells 
 The Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and 

Adjoining Areas (CAQM) is taking steps to effectively tackle dust pollution 

emanating from roads, right of way and open areas spread across the National Capital 

Region (NCR). 

 The approach is to strategically strengthen the dust mitigation measures with 

innovative solutions to curb the dust pollution sources.  

 To this end, directions have been issued by CAQM to all road owning/ maintaining/ 

road construction agencies of the State Governments of Uttar Pradesh (U.P.), 

Rajasthan, Haryana and GNCTD to set up Dust Control & Management Cells in their 

respective states.  

 The Cell will regularly monitor the compliance of road dust control measures by the 

authorities concerned and will also keep track of the progress of measures 

undertaken.  

 Apart from this, exhaustive reports prepared on a monthly basis by the cell will help 

in the fight against dust pollution more systematically. 

CAQM has formulated a 10-point dust monitoring parameter in this regard: 
 This parameter involves a variety of measures that needs to be strictly adopted by the 

Dust Control & Management Cells. These measures include: 

o optimum utilization of road sweeping machines,  

o scientific disposal of dust collected in designated sites/ landfills,  

o water sprinkling to suppress dust especially after mechanized sweeping,  

o augmentation of mechanized sweeping and sprinkling capacity, 

o proper management of roads to ensure potholes-free roads,  

o laying or repairing roads in a manner which extensively supports mechanized 

sweeping,  

o conversion of non-paved roadsides into paved one or into a green area,  

o greening of central verges,  

o laying cemented roads over bituminous roads especially in industrial areas 

and, 

o identification of hotspots of road dust and target-specific implementation of 

road dust control measures. 

 

Two day meeting of 30 range countries of Central Asian Flyway 

begins 
 The two day Online Meeting of Range countries began today with a resolve to 

strengthen the conservation actions for migratory birds and their habitats in the 

Central Asian Flyway.  

 The Central Asian Flyway (CAF) covers a large area of Eurasia between the Arctic 

and Indian Oceans.  
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 This flyway comprises several important migration routes of birds. Including India, 

there are 30 countries under the Central Asian Flyway. 

 During the CMS COP 13 held at Gandhinagar in February, 2020 a resolution and 

Decision were adopted inter-alia providing for establishing, by COP14, under the 

umbrella of CMS an institutional framework, under the leadership of India and in 

consultation with the other range states and relevant stakeholders with the aim to 

agree on, inter alia, conservation priorities and related actions, and measures to 

support Parties with the implementation of conservation action for migratory birds in 

the region, including by promoting research, studies, assessments, capacity building 

and conservation initiatives thereby further strengthening the implementation of CMS 

and its avian-related instruments. 

 With a view to fulfill its commitment, India is organizing a two day online meeting on 

6th -7th October 2021 with CAF Range Countries, anchored by the Wildlife Institute 

of India. 

 Approximately one in five of the world's 11,000 bird species migrate, some covering 

enormous distances. Conserving migratory birds requires cooperation and 

coordination along the entire flyway between countries and across national 

boundaries. 

 

India Joins High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and 

People 
 At a ceremony held between the French and Indian governments on  7thOctober in 

New Delhi, India officially joined the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and 

People, a group of more than 70 countries encouraging the adoption of the global goal 

to protect 30x30. 

 HAC members currently include a mix of countries in the global north and south; 

European, Latin American, Africa and Asia countries are among the members. India 

is the first of the BRICS bloc of major emerging economies (Brazil, Russia, India, 

China and South Africa) to join the HAC. 

 India‘s announcement comes in the lead up to a high-level biodiversity meeting, 

hosted by China. The virtual meeting to take place October 11-15 will tackle key 

aspects of the biodiversity treaty to be finalized in 2022.  

 The global 30x30 goal is currently a centrepiece of the treaty. 

 Stating that India is a major player for biodiversity protection, the French ambassador 

informed that this coalition aims to promote an international agreement to protect at 

least 30 % of the world's land and ocean by 2030. 

 

India‟s newest Tiger Reserve, No. 4 in Chhattisgarh 
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 On October 5 2021, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) approved the 

Chhattisgarh government‘s proposal to declare the combined areas of the Guru 

Ghasidas National Park and Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary as a Tiger Reserve. 

Details  
 The new Reserve is located in the northern part of the state, bordering Madhya 

Pradesh and Jharkhand. This will be the fourth Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh, after 

the Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, and Indravati Reserves 

 Guru Ghasidas National Park is in Koriya district; Tamor Pingla is in Surajpur district 

in the northwestern corner of Chhattisgarh. 

 The approval was granted under Section 38V(1) of The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972 which states that ―Tiger Conservation Plan: The State Government shall, on the 

recommendation of the Tiger Conservation Authority, notify an area as a tiger 

reserve.‖ 

Significance 
 Guru Ghasidas National Park was the last known habitat of the Asiatic cheetah in the 

country. Originally part of the Sanjay Dubri National Park, Guru Ghasidas Park was 

created as a separate entity in Chhattisgarh‘s Sarguja region after the formation of the 

state in 2001. 

 Wildlife experts and activists in the state believe that turning Guru Ghasidas into a 

Tiger Reserve is important because it connects Jharkhand and Madhya Pradesh and 

provides a corridor for tigers to move between the Bandhavgarh and Palamau Tiger 

Reserves. 

 Bhoramdeo, on the other hand, connects the Indravati Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh 

with the Kanha Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh and, experts say, the decision to 

create a Tiger Reserve at Guru Ghasidas National Park should not affect attempts to 

notify Bhoramdeo as a Tiger Reserve too. 

 
Defence and Security  

DRDO Dare to Dream 2.0 & Young Scientists awards 
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 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh felicitated the winners of ‗Dare to Dream 2.0‘ 

Contest of Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) in New Delhi on 

October 04, 2021.  

 The Raksha Mantri gave away awards to 40 winners - 22 in the Individual category 

and 18 in the Startup category. He also launched ‗Dare to Dream 3.0‘ to promote 

innovators & startups and provide a platform for the young ignited minds in the 

country. 

 Dare to Dream is DRDO's pan-India contest to promote Indian academicians, 

individuals and startups to develop emerging defence and aerospace 

technologies/systems.  

 DRDO provides technical and financial support to the winners for the realisation of 

their ideas under the Technology Development Fund (TDF) scheme. 

DRDO Young Scientists awards  
 Shri Rajnath Singh also gave away DRDO Young Scientists awards for the year 

2019.  

 Sixteen DRDO scientists, under the age of 35 years, were awarded for their 

outstanding contribution in areas of their expertise. 

 
Health 

Guduchi (Tinospora cordifolia) 

 
 The Ministry of Ayush has recently noticed safety concerns on the use of Guduchi 

(Tinospora cordifolia) that were published in social media and in some scientific 

journals. 

 This advisory is being issued to confirm that Guduchi (Tinospora cordifolia) is safe to 

use but some similar-looking plants like Tinospora crispa may be harmful.  

 Guduchi is a popularly known herb, familiar as Giloy and has been used in 

therapeutics for a long time in AYUSH systems. 

 Its hepato-protective properties are also well established. Guduchi is known for its 

immense therapeutic applications and the practices are regulated in accordance with 

various applicable provisions. 



 

Telegram -@crispycurrentaffairs          www.credenceias.com                      9654506161 Page 19 

 It is observed that different species of Tinospora are available and only Tinospora 

cordifolia should be used in therapeutics, whereas similar looking species like 

Tinospora crispa may manifest adverse effects. 

 

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 
 Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI), the implementing 

agency of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) has completed 

the target of opening of 8,300 Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) for 

the FY 2021-22 before end of September, 2021.  

 All the districts of the country have been covered under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan 

Aushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP).  

 The Government has set a target to increase the number of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya 

Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) to 10,000 by March 2024. As of 5th October, 2021, 

the number of stores has increased to 8355.  

 These kendras will ensure easy access of affordable medicine to the people in every 

nook and corner of the country. 

 ―Janaushadhi Sugam‖ , a mobile application for Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana (PMBJP) , facilitates the public by providing a digital platform at the tip of 

their fingers. 

 Under the Scheme, medicines are procured from World Health Organization – Good 

Manufacturing Practices (WHO-GMP) certified suppliers for ensuring the quality of 

the products.  

 Apart from this, each batch of drug is tested at laboratories accredited by ‗National 

Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories‘ (NABL). Only after 

passing the quality tests, the medicines are dispatched to PMBJP Kendras.  

 Medicines available under PMBJP are priced 50%-90% less than that of branded 

prices.  

 

ICMR releases MUDRA Toolbox to diagnose dementia 

 
 Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has released the Multilingual Dementia 

Research and Assessment (MUDRA) Toolbox in five Indian languages - Hindi, 

Bengali, Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam.  
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 ICMR Director General Dr Balram Bhargava said that the toolbox includes various 

cognitive tests to assess different domains of cognition such as attention and executive 

function, memory, language, and visuospatial functions. Principal of Christian 

Medical College Ludhiana, Prof Jeyaraj D Pandian said  

 MUDRA Toolbox is a comprehensive tool specifically to diagnose dementia in the 

Indian population. 

 It is a unique tool consisting of various tests and questionnaires and is sensitive to the 

factors that affect performance on cognitive tests including education, language and 

culture.  

 MUDRA Toolbox is an initiative undertaken by the ICMR Neuro-Cognitive Tool Box 

(ICMR -NCTB) consortium to transform India's dementia and mild cognitive 

impairment research and clinical practices.  

 It is a collective effort by seven leading centres in India NIMHANS (Bengaluru), 

AIIMS (New Delhi), SCTIMST (Thiruvananthapuram), NIMS (Hyderabad), Apollo 

Hospital (Kolkata), Manipal Hospital (Bengaluru) and Jawaharlal Nehru Medical 

College. 

 

World Health Organization recommends first anti-malarial 

vaccine 
 In a historic move, the World Health Organization (WHO) on Wednesday endorsed 

the first anti-malarial vaccine. 

 The WHO said that it was recommending the widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 

(RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions 

with moderate to high P. falciparum malaria transmission, based on results from an 

ongoing pilot programme in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi. 

 The development comes at a time when the WHO and its partners have reported a 

stagnation in the progress against the disease that kills more than 2,60,000 African 

children under the age of five annually.  

 Malaria remains a primary cause of childhood illness and death in sub-Saharan 

Africa, according to the WHO. 

 The vaccine does significantly reduce life-threatening severe malaria, ―It‘s not the 

only tool. Vaccination against #malaria does not replace or reduce the need for other 

measures, including bed nets.‖ 

 RTS,S was first authorised in 2015 by the European Medicines Agency for use in 

Africa in infants and children. 

 
S&T 

Generation of Hydrogen from agricultural residue developed 
 Indian researchers have developed a unique technology for direct generation of 

Hydrogen from agricultural residues.  

 This innovation by Indian researchers can promote eco-friendly hydrogen fuel-cell 

electric vehicles by overcoming the challenge of hydrogen availability. 

 India has set a target of 60% renewable energy of about 450 GW by 2030.  

 One of the most economical ways to achieve this is to produce hydrogen from a 

cheap, abundant, and renewable source. Agricultural waste, which faces a great 

challenge for disposal, could be one of the sources of hydrogen production, and this 

could solve the dual problem of energy generation and waste disposal. 

 A team of researchers from Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, an autonomous 

institute of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), GOI, in collaboration 
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with Sentient labs of KPIT Technologies, have developed this technology at lab-scale 

to extract hydrogen from agricultural residues. 

 The technology is 25% more efficient as compared to conventional anaerobic 

digestion processes used today.  

 The two-stage process eliminates the pretreatment of biomass, thus making the 

process economical and environmentally friendly. This process generates a digestate 

that is rich in nutrients which can be used as an organic fertilizer. 

 The process generates Hydrogen in the first stage and Methane in the second. The 

methane generated in the process can also be used to generate additional hydrogen. 

 

2021 Physiology Nobel winners 

 
 American scientists David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian have won the 2021 Nobel 

Prize for Physiology or Medicine for their discoveries of receptors for temperature 

and touch. 

 Dr. Julius has been studying the different compounds in chili peppers and spider 

venom to understand how our bodies sense heat and chemical irritants. Decoding the 

neuroscience of pain can help develop new targets for pain therapy.  

 Dr. Patapoutian helped discover a novel class of sensors in our skin and internal 

organs that respond to cold and other mechanical stimuli. 

 In its release, nobelprize.org said: ―The groundbreaking discoveries by this year‘s 

Nobel Laureates have allowed us to understand how heat, cold and mechanical force 

can initiate the nerve impulses that allow us to perceive and adapt to the world around 

us.‖ 

What did they find? 
 In 1997, Dr. Julius and his team published a paper in Nature detailing how capsaicin, 

or the chemical compound in chilli peppers, causes the burning sensation.  

 They created a library of DNA fragments to understand the corresponding genes and 

finally discovered a new capsaicin receptor and named it TRPV1. This discovery 

paved the way for the identification of many other temperature-sensing receptors. 

 Ardem Patapoutian further studied if these receptors can be activated by mechanical 

stimuli. His team poked cells with a micropipette and identified a cell line that 

produced an electric signal in response. They identified a single gene, which when 
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silenced made the cells insensitive to poking. They named this new mechanosensitive 

ion channel Piezo1. 

 This knowledge [of the TRPV1, TRPM8 and Piezo channels] is being used to develop 

treatments for a wide range of disease conditions, including chronic pain. 

 

2021 Nobel Prize in Physics 

 
 The Nobel Prize for Physics has been awarded to scientists from Japan, Germany and 

Italy. Scientists Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and Giorgio Parisi won the 2021 

Nobel Prize for Physics for their "groundbreaking contributions to our understanding 

of complex physical systems". 

 Starting in the 1960s, Manabe demonstrated how increases in the amount of carbon 

dioxide in the atmosphere would increase global temperatures, laying the foundations 

for current climate models. 

 About a decade later, Hasselmann created a model that linked weather and climate, 

helping explain why climate models can be reliable despite the seemingly chaotic 

nature of the weather. 

 He also developed ways to look for specific signs of human influence on the climate. 

 Parisi ―built a deep physical and mathematical model" that made it possible to 

understand complex systems in fields as different as mathematics, biology, 

neuroscience and machine learning. 

 

Benjamin List, Briton David MacMillan win Chemistry Nobel 

Prize for mirror-image molecules 



 

Telegram -@crispycurrentaffairs          www.credenceias.com                      9654506161 Page 23 

 
 Two scientists have been awarded the 2021 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for their work 

on building molecules that are mirror images of one another.  

 German-born Benjamin List and Briton David MacMillan (Born in Bellshill, United 

Kingdom and Professor at Princeton University, USA) were announced today as the 

winners at an event in Stockholm. 

 Their chemical toolkit has been used for discovering new drugs and making 

molecules that can capture light in solar cells. The winners will share the prize money 

of 10 million Swedish kroner  (1,135.54 million US Dollars). 

 The technique, called asymmetric organocatalysis, has made it much easier to produce 

asymmetric molecules - chemicals that exist in two versions, where one is a mirror 

image of the other. 

 Chemists often just want one of these mirror images - particularly when producing 

medicines - but it has been difficult to find efficient methods for doing this. 

 The Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel founded the prizes in his will written a year 

before his death in 1896. A total of 187 individuals have received the chemistry prize 

since it was first awarded in 1901. 

 Only seven of these laureates have been women. One person, the British biochemist 

Frederick Sanger, won the prize twice - in 1958 and 1980. 

 
Awards 

Nobel Prize for Literature 
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 Abdulrazak Gurnah, 72, who was born in Zanzibar and now lives in the UK, became 

the fifth African writer to win the Nobel Prize for Literature, after Nigerian writer 

Wole Soyinka (1986), Egyptian Naguib Mahfouz (1988), and South African writers 

Nadine Gordimer (1991) and John M Coetzee (2003). 

Gurnah’s work 
 The author of 10 novels and several short stories and essays, including Memory of 

Departure (1987), Pilgrims Way (1988), Paradise (1994), By the Sea (2001), 

Desertion (2005), Gravel Heart (2017) and, most recently, Afterlives (2020), 

Gurnah‘s writing explores the immigrant experience and how exile and loss shape 

identities and cultures. 

 Most of his books feature African Arab protagonists trying to come to terms with 

dislocation and estrangement, looking in on societies and cultures on which their 

holds are tenuous.  

 

Nobel Peace Prize 
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 In an age marked by authoritarian regimes around the world, misinformation and hate 

speech, the Nobel Prize for Peace was awarded on Friday to two journalists who have 

been running independent news organisations in their countries, often under the threat 

of detention and even death.  

 Maria Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov of Russia received the Prize ―for 

their courageous fight for freedom of expression‖. 

 An investigative journalist, Ressa in 2012 co-founded Rappler, a digital media 

platform for investigative journalism, which she continues to head. The Nobel 

Committee noted that Rappler has ―focused critical attention‖ on President Rodrigo 

Duterte 's controversial, murderous anti-drug campaign.  

 In the RSF‘s 2021 World Press Freedom Index, the Philippines ranked 138 of 180 

nations (India was ranked lower, at 142).  

 Muratov has ―has for decades defended freedom of speech in Russia under 

increasingly challenging conditions‖. During the Vladimir Putin regime, Russia has 

ranked 150 in the RSF‘s 2021 World Freedom Index. Calling it a ―stifling atmosphere 

for independent journalists,‖ RSF said Russia has ―draconian laws, website-blocking, 

Internet cuts and leading news outlets reined in or throttled out of existence‖. 

 Five years after Muratov left the popular daily Komsomolskaya Pravda, he along with 

around 50 colleagues started Novaja Gazeta in 1993, as one of its founders. He has 

served as the newspaper‘s editor-in-chief since 1995. 
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Culture 

Future-proofing the Langa-Manganiyar heritage 

 
 

 Considered the repository of the Thar region‘s rich history and traditional knowledge, 

the ballads, folklore and songs of the Langa-Manganiyar artistes are being preserved 

through an initiative for documentation and digitisation.  

 The project is aimed at saving the rapidly disappearing narrative traditions of these 

communities. 

 The Jodhpur-based Rupayan Sansthan has extended support to the initiative taken by 

the Archives and Research Centre for Ethnomusicology at the American Institute of 

Indian Studies (AIIS) in the research project. 

 The Langas and Manganiyars are hereditary communities of Muslim musicians 

residing mostly in western Rajasthan‘s Jaisalmer and Barmer districts and in 

Pakistan‘s Tharparkar and Sanghar districts in Sindh.  

 The music of the two marginalised communities, who were supported by wealthy 

landlords and merchants before Independence, forms a vital part of the Thar desert‘s 

cultural landscape.  

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted the people on the 

occasion of Mahalaya 
 Mahalaya marks the beginning of the Devipaksha and the end of the Pitrupaksha 

according to Hindu calendar. For the unversed, Pitru Paksha is a 16-lunar day period 

when Hindus pay homage to their ancestors through shradh prayers and food 

offerings. 

 The period begins on the full moon day or a day after in the lunar month of 

Bhadrapada. Devotees believe that performing rites during this period helps liberate 

souls to attain salvation from the circle of life and death. 

Significance of Mahalaya Amavasya 
 On the day of Mahalaya, people pay obeisance to the soul of their father by 

performing tarpan in Ganga. This day is also ideal to conduct Shradh rituals for 

anyone who breathed their last on the Purnima Tithi, Chaturdashi Tithi or Amavasya 

Tithi. 

 It is believed that on Mahalaya, Goddess Durga begins her journey to the Earth from 

her home in Kailash. Durga brings her children Kartik, Ganesha, Lakshmi and 

Saraswati as she visits her father‘s home. The vehicle she boards to descend also 

changes every year. 
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State news  

Karnataka aims to increase forest cover to 30%, says Forest 

Minister Katti 
 The state government said that it has been aiming to bring 30 percent of Karnataka‘s 

geographical area under forest cover.  

 Taking part in the 67th Wildlife week celebration in Bengaluru, Forest minister 

Umesh Katti said that the forest department is taking steps in that regard to increasing 

the forest cover in the state.  

 Currently the state has 20.11 per cent of its geographical area under forest cover. Our 

(Government) aim is to increase it to 30 per cent in the coming days. To achieve the 

desired target, the department has been planning a variety of programmes. 

 Batting for more and more awareness about forest and wildlife conservation, Katti 

pointed out, ―We need to educate more and more people about the importance of 

wildlife and forest. If we protect forests, it will protect us in the future.  

 Karnataka is hailed as the land of Sandalwood and it is the responsibility of all of us 

to take it forward. The department has been contemplating making Karnataka one of 

the largest forest cover states in India in the coming days. 

 On the occasion of Wildlife Week celebrations, a special postal cover on one of the 

endangered fish species and a walkathon to create awareness on wildlife conservation 

from Cubbon Park to Lalbagh was flagged off by the Governor. 

 

Dasara elephant Abhimanyu carries wooden howdah 
 Dasara elephant Abhimanyu successfully carried the wooden howdah on his back for 

the second time as part of the Jamboo Savari rehearsal at Mysore Palace premises. 

 The Jamboo Savari is scheduled for October 15. Kumki elephants Chaitra and Kaveri 

accompanied Abhimanyu. The howdah was mounted using a crane where the Golden 

howdah will be mounted on Jamboo Savari day. 

 The wooded howdah weighs 280 kg. Along with the howdah, sandbags were mounted 

on his back. The elephant successfully carried the weight. 

Howdah 
 Howdah is a seat for riding on the back of an elephant or camel, typically with a 

canopy and accommodating two or more people. 

 

Karnataka Cabinet forms sub-committees over Datta Peeta, 

Mysugar factory 
 The Karnataka Cabinet decided to form sub-committees regarding a court order on 

Datta Peeta in Chikkamagaluru and the future of the MySugar factory in Mandya. 

 The sub-committee on Datta Peeta will be headed by Law and Parliamentary 

Affairs minister J C Madhuswamy, with Revenue minister R Ashok, Energy minister 

V Sunil Kumar and Hajj and Wakf minister Shashikala Jolle as members, while the 

one on MySugar factory will be headed by Sugar minister Shankar Patil 

Munenakoppa, with Water Resources minister Govind Karjol, Youth Affairs and 

Sports minister K C Narayana Gowda and Ashok as members. 

 There has been a decision by the Court on Datta Peeta recently. The sub-committee 

will decide how to proceed further with respect to the case, whether we should 

approach the Court again by filing an affidavit, etc. 
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 The Karnataka High Court had recently issued an order directing the state government 

to appoint a Hindu priest to Datta Peeta, a shrine at Bababudangiri near 

Chikkamagaluru.  

 It had quashed a March 2018 order, which permitted a Muslim priest to enter the 

sanctum of the shrine and distribute 'teertha'. 

 The second sub-committee will explore the measures to revive the MySugar factory in 

Mandya. "There has been severe opposition to privatise the factory. 

 We are exploring whether it can be run on the Operate and Maintain model by the 

government. The sub-committee will explore these options. 

 

Karnataka govt activates CM dashboard after two year hiatus 
 The Karnataka government launched the Chief Minister's dashboard to monitor the 

progress of various government schemes and programmes across departments. 

 According to Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai, the CM Dashboard has been 

designed in line with the Prime Minister's Office. Launching the dashboard, he 

directed officials to provide accurate and real time information on the portal. 

 On the occasion, he directed the officials to monitor each department's progress on a 

daily basis and ensure that all the programmes were implemented on time. 

 The Karnataka government first launched such a dashboard 'Pratibimba' in 2017, 

during the then Siddaramaiah government. 

 The dashboard went offline during the B S Yediurappa administration and the same 

concept has been redesigned and launched afresh now.  

 While earlier there was a monthly review, this time the CM has insisted on daily 

reviews and has been specific about uploading photographs and videos to monitor the 

progress of the various works. 

 

Karnataka notifies law banning online gambling 
 Amendments to the Karnataka Police Act, which bans online gambling and betting 

were notified by the state government. 

 The law which was passed in both the houses of Karnataka legislature in the recently 

concluded monsoon session, provides for a maximum imprisonment of three years 

and fines of upto Rs 1 lakh for violations.  

 The law has raised serious concerns in the gaming industry, and is likely to be 

challenged in courts.  

 Amendments to the Act have made online gambling a cognisable and non-bailable 

offence.  

 The newly enacted provisions covered all forms of betting in "games of chance" and 

exempted lotteries and horse racing. 

 As per the law, games means and includes online games, involving all forms of 

wagering or betting, including in the form of tokens valued in terms of the money 

paid before or after the issue of it, or electronic means and virtual currency, electronic 

means and virtual currency, electronic transfer of funds in connection with any game 

of chance. 

 The legislation was proposed during the tenure of current Chief Minister Basavaraj 

Bommai as Home Minister, following cases of suicide due to addiction and losses 

suffered by online betting. 
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NEP effect: Weightage of theory internal exam marks raised to 

40% 
 In wake of the introduction of National Education Policy (NEP) at higher education 

level from the current academic year, the state higher education department has 

revised the assessment pattern for undergraduate courses.  

 As per the new system applicable for first-year undergraduate students, the internal 

assessment component has been increased from 30 percent to 40 percent for theory 

subjects. 

 The remaining 60 percent will be for the year-end examination. In the practical 

section, however, 50 percent weightage will be given for the term-end 

   exam and the remaining for internal assessment. 

 A decision in this regard was taken in the State Higher Education Council meeting 

with vice-chancellors of state-run universities recently. 

 

Tribunals hold jurisdiction over civil disputes of Waqf properties: 

HC 
 The High Court has said that only Waqf Tribunals hold jurisdiction over disputes 

relating to any Waqf property. 

 The petitioners, who are tenants of structures belonging to Waqf, challenged the 

eviction orders made under the provisions of Karnataka Public Premises (Eviction of 

Unauthorised Occupants) Act, 1974. 

 The eviction notices were issued to tenants of Waqf properties in Mysore city. 

 Justice Krishna S Dixit noted that section 85 of Waqf (Amendment) Act, which came 

into effect on November 1, 2013, unequivocally indicates that the jurisdiction of ―civil 

court, revenue court and any other authority‖ is excluded in respect of any dispute 

dispute, question or other matter inter alia relating to any Waqf property. 

 Thus, it is an all pervasive bar and everything now falls within the province of the 

Waqf Tribunal; if the Parliament intended that the State enactments such as the 1974 

Act should continue to apply, it would not have employed a broader sweep language 

of specifically mentioning ‗any other authority‘,‖ the court said. 

 The court said that the authorities are at liberty to initiate proceedings before the 

jurisdictional Waqf Tribunal and in such proceedings, it will not be open to the 

petitioners to contend that the Tribunal has no jurisdiction.  

 The petitioners had contended that notices issued under the 1974 Act suffered from 

jurisdiction. 

 The authorities defended the action claiming that the 1974 Act being a special 

legislation and having been assented to by the President of India, overrides the law 

enacted inter alia in sections 83 and 85 of the Waqf Act. 

 

Experts fear Delta Covid-19 variant could be evolving to beat 

vaccines 
 There may not be any new variants of the novel coronavirus at the moment, but 

experts are worried as evidence building from breakthrough infections point to the 

virus potentially acquiring vaccine evasion abilities 

 This comes at a time when projections made on behalf of the state Genomic 

Surveillance Committee show that there is a possibility that Covid-19 cases could 

increase from the third week of October. 
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 At the moment, we have not found any new variants of the novel coronavirus. The 

major lineages in Karnataka continue to be AY.4 and AY.12 Delta variants.  

 The good news is that vaccinations are largely keeping these under check.  

 However, there is now concern that breakthrough infections being recorded will 

hasten the emergence of a new variant that could have the means to evade a vaccine 

response in the body. 

 As of August 26, the state had recorded 14,421 breakthrough infections. The overall 

number has now risen to about 15,000. 

Breakthrough infection 
 A breakthrough infection is a case of illness in which a vaccinated individual becomes 

sick from the same illness that the vaccine is meant to prevent. Simply, they occur 

when vaccines fail to provide immunity against the pathogen they are designed to 

target. 

 

NIMHANS to launch MindNotes app, online peer support forum 
 The National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS) will mark 

the World Mental Health Day on October 10, with the theme 'Mental healthcare for 

all: Let's make it a reality', by launching the Min app, and an online peer support 

forum. 

 NIMHANS has come up with MindNotes app to help individuals in the community 

who may be experiencing distress/common mental health concerns but are unsure or 

ambivalent about seeking professional help. 

 The app has been developed by a team of mental health professionals from the 

Department of Clinical Psychology and Centre for Public Health at NIMHANS, and 

International Institute of Information Technology, Bengaluru (IIIT-B) in collaboration 

with and funding support from Microsoft Research India. 

 It contains multiple sections with interactive exercises aimed at enhancing self- 

awareness, gaining clarity about the nature of common mental health concerns, 

recognising and dealing with barriers that prevent individuals from seeking 

professional help, and picking up self-help tools along the way. 

Online Peer Support Forum 
 Psych-Care Online Peer Support Forum for mental health will also be launched to 

provide a safe space for youth to anonymously share their thoughts, feelings and 

concerns impacting their mental wellbeing, and receive support from trained peer-

volunteers. 

 Responses will be offered by youth volunteers trained at NIMHANS and their 

responses would be moderated by a panel of experienced mental health professionals.  

 The first batch of peer support providers have already been trained for this purpose. 

The online forum, currently available in English, is a collaboration between 

NIMHANS and IIIT-B. 

 It is an extension of MANAS, an initiative by the Office of the Principal Scientific 

Advisor to the Government of India.  

 This forum is a step towards empowering Indian youth, helping them to engage in 

conversations on their wellbeing and offer first-line of basic mental health support to 

each other.  

 

New book explores Kannada literary icon Shivarama Karanth's 

life and works 
 Rich tributes were paid to Kannada literary icon and thinker K Shivarama Karanth. 
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 The occasion was the soft launch of his new memoir, written by his children Malavika 

Kapur, K Ullas Karanth, and Kshama Rau. It‘s called ‘Growing Up Karanth’. 

 Held at Bangalore International Centre, the event started with a montage on Karanth‘s 

life, followed by speeches. 

 The book throws light on the intimate side of Karanth‘s life and highlights the 

contribution of his wife Leela Karanth in his illustrious journey. 

 

Power generation hit at Karnataka's thermal plants as coal 

supply dips 
 Thermal power plants in the Kalyana Karnataka region – Raichur, Ballari and 

Yermarus Thermal Power Stations (RTPS, BTPS, and YTPS) are facing a shortage of 

coal to generate power as coal transportation has been hit due to heavy rains in the 

colliery areas. 

 However, the saving grace is that the demand for thermal power has gone down due 

to the availability of wind, solar, and hydropower in the rainy season.  

 Due to the shortage of coal, only four units out of eight are generating power in RTPS 

and two of the three units have been shut down at BTPS. 

 Singareni Collieries Company Limited in Telangana and Western Coal Field in 

Maharashtra are supplying coal to the thermal power stations in Karnataka. 

 The power station requires around 25,000 metric tonnes (MT) of coal a day if all the 

eight units with a total installed capacity of 1,720 MW run at the optimum level. 

 
Mains 

Government notifies new rules to clear retro tax mess 

 
 The Taxation Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021 (2021 Act), inter-alia, amended the 

Income-tax Act, 1961 (Income-tax Act) so as to provide that no tax demand shall be 

raised in future on the basis of the amendment to section 9 of the Income-tax Act 
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made vide Finance Act, 2012 for any offshore indirect transfer of Indian assets if the 

transaction was undertaken before 28th May, 2012 (i.e., the date on which the Finance 

Bill, 2012 received the assent of the President). 

 The 2021 Act also provides that the demand raised for offshore indirect transfer of 

Indian assets made before 28th May, 2012 (including the validation of demand 

provided under Section 119 of the Finance Act 2012) shall be nullified on fulfillment 

of specified conditions.  

 The amount paid/collected in these cases shall be refunded, without any interest, on 

fulfillment of the said conditions. 

 Firms such as Cairn and Vodafone disputing retrospective tax demands in India will 

not only have to withdraw all legal proceedings and waive all rights to claim costs or 

attach Indian assets but also indemnify the government on costs and liabilities from 

any action pursued by other interested parties in future. 

 

75 Science Technology and Innovation (STI) Hubs will be set up 

in the country, exclusively for SCs and STs 
 Union Minister of State Science & Technology said that the Government will be 

setting up 75 Science Technology and Innovation (STI) Hubs in different parts of the 

country, exclusively for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), which 

will not only promote scientific talent but also contribute to socio-economic 

development of these communities.  

 After a high level review meeting with senior officials of Department of Science and 

Technology (DST) here, the Minister said,  

 The training and skill development programmes under the STI Hubs will build the 

Science Technology and Innovation (STI) Capacities and Capabilities among the 

SC/ST population.  

 The STI Hubs also improve the Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) through inputs 

of S&T and converting them to appropriate technologies for creating better livelihood 

options. 

 STI hubs will have mainly three-fold objectives:  

o To address the weakest linkages in the predominant livelihood systems 

through Science & Technology (S&T) interventions; 

o Creation of social enterprises based on the strengths in livelihood systems  

o To improve the Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) through inputs of S&T 

for strengthening livelihoods. 

 In the last two years, 20 STI Hubs (13 for SCs and 7 for STs) have already been 

established by DST which will directly benefit 20,000 SC and ST population through 

various interventions spreading across farm, non-farm, other allied livelihood sectors 

and various livelihoods assets like energy, water, health, education, etc. 

 

Cabinet approves Productivity Linked Bonus to railway 

employees for the financial year 2020-21 
 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, today 

approved the Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) equivalent to 78 days' wages for the 

financial year 2020-21 for all eligible non-gazetted Railway employees (excluding 

RPF/RPSF personnel). 

 About 11.56 lakh non-gazetted Railway employees are likely to benefit from the 

decision. Payment of PLB to eligible railway employees is made each year before the 
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Dussehra/ Puja holidays. The decision of the Cabinet shall be implemented before the 

holidays for this year as well. 

Background: 
 Railways were the first departmental undertaking of the Government of India wherein 

the concept of PLB was introduced in the year 1979-80.  

 The PLB Scheme for the Railways came into force from the year 1979-80 and was 

evolved in consultation with the two recognized Federations namely, All India 

Railwaymen's Federation and National Federation of Indian Railwaymen and with the 

approval of the Cabinet. The scheme envisages a review every three years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


