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Weekly Current Affairs -7th to 14th  
 
Economy 

Community Resource Persons-Enterprise Promotion (CRP-EP) 

 As part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’, under the Start-up Village Entrepreneurship 
Programme, 102 Community Resource Persons – Enterprise Promotion (CRP-EPs) 
were certified during 29th Oct – 4thNov, 2021. 

 Start-up Village Entrepreneurship Programme (SVEP), the sub-scheme under the 
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) 
programme supports the Self-Help Group (SHG) members and their family members 
to set-up small enterprises in the non-farm sector. 

 SVEP develops an eco-system for enterprise development in rural areas consisting 
of Community Enterprise Fund (CEF) for enterprise funding, Cadre of Community 
Resource Persons-Enterprise Promotion (CRP-EP) for providing Business Support 
Services which includes preparation of business plans, trainings, accessing loans 
from Banks etc. and dedicated centre at block level for providing information to 
entrepreneurs. 

 CRP-EPs are selected from the community where the programme is being 
implemented as they understand the local context and their familiarity with the NRLM 
eco-system.  

 

Big Boost to Rail Electrification in North East 

 In a historical achievement, CRS authorization has been received for the introduction 
of AC electric traction to & from Guwahati railway station.  

 Guwahati is the biggest and busiest railway station of the Northeast, being located in 
the capital of Assam.  So the biggest city of Northeast is now literally connected with 
all metros and other big cities through 25KV AC traction. 

 Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) has successfully completed Electrification work of 
total 649 RKM / 1294 TKM from Katihar to Guwahati. This way, Total HDN (High 
Density Network) routes (649 RKM) falling in NFR have been commissioned with 
Electric Traction. 

 This great feat will now connect New Delhi to Guwahati on seamless Electric 
Traction. This is yet another effort by NFR for capital connectivity by Green 
Transportation. 

 It may be mentioned here that Northeast Frontier Railway has already started 
running trains with electric traction from the Kamakhya station with the arrival and 
departure of the Brahmaputra Mail with AC traction since 22nd October last. 

 With the completion of the electrification of the Guwahati station, other prestigious 
trains like Rajdhani Express, Tejas Rajdhani Express etc from Northeast can now be 
switched over to run on electric traction from Guwahati to the National capital and 
other cities like Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata etc directly without change of traction 
enroute. 

 

Haryana govt notifies State Employment of Local Candidates 
Act, 2020 

 Haryana government has notified the State Employment of Local Candidates Act, 
2020, which will come into force from January 15, next year.  

 The Act was passed on March 2 this year to provide 75 per cent reservation to the 
local youth for employment in the private sector. 

 The upper limit of gross monthly salary under the Act has been reduced from 50,000 
rupees to 30,000 rupees. 
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 The Act will be applicable to employers of private sector companies, societies, trusts, 
limited liability partnership firms, partnership firms and any person who employs 10 or 
more persons on salary, wages, or other remuneration for the purpose of 
manufacturing, carrying on business, or rendering any service in Haryana. 

 It will be mandatory for all these employers to register all their employees drawing a 
gross monthly salary or wages not more than 30,000 rupees on the designated portal 
available on the official website of the Labour Department, Haryana. 

 They have to hire 75 percent of local candidates in all-new recruitments for posts 
where the gross monthly salary or wages do not exceed 30,000 rupees.  

 The employer may claim exemption where the adequate number of local candidates 
of the desired skill, qualification, or proficiency is not available by applying to the 
Designated Officer. 

 The violation of any provision of this Act will be a punishable offence. 

 

Three day Ganga Utsav 

 The three-day-long Ganga Utsav has started.  
 The National Mission for Clean Ganga celebrates Ganga Utsav every year to mark 

the anniversary of the announcement of River Ganga as the National River on 4th 
November.  

 This year’s River Festival will be celebrating not just River Ganga but all the rivers 
across the country.  

 Activities have been planned across 150 districts, 112 in the Ganga belt and the 
remaining along other major rivers.  

 This year, the aim is to take Ganga Utsav to the various river basins in India and 
promote the celebration of the River Festival. It was highlighted by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on the occasion of World River Day on 26th September this year in 
order to connect with the traditions which are associated with rivers for centuries in 
the country.  

 

Srinagar declared a ‘major airport’ 
 The Union Ministry of Civil Aviation on Saturday declared the Srinagar airport as a 

“major airport” under the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority Act, 2008 (AERA). 
 In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (i) of Section 2 of the Airports 

Economic Authority Act, 2008 (NO. 27 OF 2008), the central government hereby 
declares the airport of Srinagar as a major airport. 

 The move will allow the AERA to determine the tariff, including the development fee 
and passenger service fee, for aeronautical services at the Srinagar airport. 

 The Centre designates an airport as a major airport if it crosses a particular volume 
of annual passenger traffic. 

 Previously, the Airports Authority of India, a body under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, 
would determine the traffic for Srinagar airport. 

 

NITI Aayog announces five top aspirational districts in 
education sector 

 NITI Aayog has announced the top five most improved aspirational districts in the 
education sector for the month of September, 2021.  

 Bhoopalpalli in Telangana tops the ranking.  
 It is followed by Chatra and Sahibganj in Jharkhand, Nuapada in Odisha and 

Jaisalmer in Rajasthan.  
 This is as per NITI Aayog's delta rankings. 
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Mechanism for procurement of ethanol 
 

 
 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister, Shri 

Narendra Modi, has given its approval for fixing higher ethanol price derived from 
different sugarcane based raw materials under the EBP Programme for the 
forthcoming sugar season 2021-22 during ESY 2021-22 from 1st December 2021 to 
30th November 2022. 
Approval is also given for the following: 

 The Price of ethanol from C heavy molasses route be increased from Rs. 45.69 per 
litre to Rs. 46.66 per litre, 

 The price of ethanol from B heavy molasses route be increased from Rs. 57.61 per 
litre to Rs. 59.08 per litre, 

 The price of ethanol from sugarcane juice, sugar / sugar syrup route be increased 
from Rs. 62.65 per litre to Rs. 63.45 per litre, 

 Additionally, GST and transportation charges will also be payable. 
 Government has decided that Oil PSEs should be given the freedom to decide the 

pricing for 2G ethanol as this would help in setting up advanced biofuel refineries in 
the country. It is important to note that grain-based ethanol prices are currently being 
decided by Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) only. 
Advantages 

 The approval will not only facilitate the continued policy of the Government in 
providing price stability and remunerative prices for ethanol suppliers, but will also 
help in reducing the pending arrears of Cane farmers, dependency on crude oil 
imports and will also help in savings in foreign exchange and bring benefits to the 
environment. 

 The decision to allow Oil PSEs to decide the price of 2G ethanol would facilitate 
setting up advanced biofuel refineries in the country. 

 All distilleries will be able to benefit from the scheme and a large number of them are 
expected to supply ethanol for the EBP Programme. 
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India Launches E-Amrit Portal on EVs at COP26 

 India today launched ‘E-Amrit’, a web portal on electric vehicles (EVs), at the ongoing 
COP26 Summit in Glasgow, UK. 

 E-Amrit is a one-stop destination for all information on electric vehicles—busting 
myths around the adoption of EVs, their purchase, investment opportunities, policies, 
subsidies, etc. 

 The portal has been developed and hosted by NITI Aayog under a collaborative 
knowledge exchange programme with the UK government and as part of the UK–
India Joint Roadmap 2030, signed by the Prime Ministers of the two countries. 

 E-Amrit intends to complement initiatives of the government on raising awareness on 
EVs and sensitizing consumers on the benefits of switching to electric vehicles.  

 In the recent past, India has taken many initiatives to accelerate the decarbonisation 
of transport and adoption of electric mobility in the country. Schemes such as FAME 
and PLI are especially important in creating an ecosystem for the early adoption of 
EVs. 

 NITI Aayog intends to add more features and introduce innovative tools to make the 
portal more interactive and user-friendly. 

 The launch was attended by UK High-Level Climate Action Champion Nigel Topping 
and NITI Aayog Adviser Sudhendu Jyoti Sinha. 

 

The Mineral Conservation and Development (Amendment) 
Rules, 2021 Notified 

 The Ministry of Mines has notified the Mineral Conservation and Development 
(Amendment) Rules, 2021 on 3rd November, 2021 to amend the Mineral 
Conservation and Development Rules, 2017 [MCDR]. 

 The MCDR has been framed under section 18 of the Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 [MMDR Act] to provide rules regarding 
conservation of minerals, systematic and scientific mining, development of the 
mineral in the country and for the protection of the environment. 
The highlights of amendments in the Rules are as follows: 

 Rules prescribed that all plans and sections related to mine shall be prepared by 
combination of Digital Global Positioning System (DGPS) or Total Station or by drone 
survey in relation to certain or all leases as may be specified by the Indian Bureau of 
Mines (IBM). 

 New Rule inserted to provide for submission of digital images of mining areas by 
lessees and Letter of Intent holders.  

 Requirement of submitting satellite images obtained from CARTOSAT-2 satellite 
LISS-IV sensor on the scale of cadastral map deleted in view of the insertion of 
provision for submission of high resolution Georeferenced Ortho-rectified 
Multispectral satellite and use of drone survey as per Rule 34A. 

 Provision of daily return omitted to reduce compliance burden. Power to take action 
against incomplete or wrong or false information in monthly or annual returns given to 
IBM, in addition to the State Govt. 

 Allowed engagement of a part-time mining engineer or a part-time geologist for 
category 'A' mines having leased area below 25 hectares. This will ease the 
compliance burden for small miners. 

 Penalty provisions in the rules have been rationalized. Previously, the rules provided 
for penalty of imprisonment upto 2 years or fine upto 5 lakh rupees or both for 
violation of each and every rule irrespective of the severity of the violation. 
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 Provision for forfeiture of financial assurance or performance security of the lease 
holder added in case of non-submission of a final mine closure plan within the period 
specified. 

 

Remote education was inaccessible to most children, says 
survey 

 
 Only 20% of school age children in India had access to remote education during the 

pandemic, of whom only half participated in live online lessons, according to a new 
national sample survey by ICRIER and LIRNEAsia, a think tank focussed on digital 
policy.  

 In fact, 38% of households said at least one child had dropped out of school 
completely due to COVID-19. 

 The survey, released on Friday, found that although digital connectivity shot up 40% 
during the pandemic, low access to devices, poor signal and high costs prevented 
most children from reaping the benefits.  

 Among children aged 5-18 years, it found that 80% of those who were enrolled in 
schools prior to the pandemic did not receive any educational services at all during 
school closure.  

 The situation was significantly worse among those from lower socio-economic 
classes, where the head of the household had lower education levels, and among 
rural households. 

 Among the 20% who received education, only 55% had access to live online classes, 
while 68% had access to recorded audio or video lessons.  

 Three fourths of the students had work sent to them over a smartphone, usually via 
Whatsapp, and 61% via text messages.  

 Almost 70% had contact with their teachers via phone calls, while 58% had work 
delivered at their homes. About half the students were also instructed to listen to 
educational TV and radio programmes. 
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Geography 

Earth’s first landmass emerged in Singhbhum 

 A new study has challenged the widely accepted view that the continents rose from 
the oceans about 2.5 billion years ago.  

 It suggests this happened 700 million years earlier — about 3.2 billion years ago — 
and that the earliest continental landmass to emerge may have been Jharkhand’s 
Singhbhum region.  

 The study, by researchers from India, Australia and the US, has been published in 
the journal PNAS. 
Sandstones of Singhbhum 

 Scientists have found sandstones in Singhbhum with geological signatures of ancient 
river channels, tidal plains and beaches over 3.2 billion years old, representing the 
earliest crust exposed to air. 

 They found a particular type of sedimentary rocks, called sandstones. We then tried 
to find their age and in which conditions they have formed. We found the age by 
analysing the uranium and lead contents of tiny minerals. These rocks are 3.1 billion 
years old, and were formed in ancient rivers, beaches, and shallow seas.  

 All these water bodies could have only existed if there was continental land. Thus, we 
inferred that the Singhbhum region was above the ocean 3.1 billion years ago. 

 Patches of the earliest continental land, however, exist in Australia and South Africa, 
too. 
The analysis 

 The researchers studied the granites that form the continental crust of the 
Singhbhum region.  

 These granites are 3.5 to 3.1 billion years old and formed through extensive 
volcanism that happened about 35-45 km deep inside the Earth and continued on-
and-off for hundreds of millions of years until all the magma solidified to form a thick 
continental crust in the area.  

 Due to the thickness and less density, the continental crust emerged above the 
surrounding oceanic crust owing to buoyancy. 

 The researchers believe the earliest emergence of continents would have contributed 
to a proliferation of photosynthetic organisms, which would have increased oxygen 
levels in the atmosphere. Once you create land, what you also create is shallow 
seas, like lagoons. 

 

Polity and Governance 

Member of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS) 

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved 
the restoration and continuation of Member of Parliament Local Area Development 
Scheme (MPLADS) during the remaining part of Financial Year 2021-22 and up to 
Financial Year 2025-26 co-terminus with the period of 15th Finance Commission. 
Details of the Scheme: 

 The MPLADS is a Central Sector Scheme fully funded by the Government of India.  
 The objective of the scheme is to enable MPs to recommend works of developmental 

nature with emphasis on the creation of durable community assets in the areas of 
drinking water, primary education, public health, sanitation and roads, etc. primarily in 
their Constituencies. 
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 The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per Member of Parliament (MP) constituency 
is Rs.5 crore, released in two instalments of Rs.2.5 crore each, subject to the 
fulfilment of conditions as per the MPLADS Guidelines. 

 For managing the health and adverse impacts of covid 19 in the society, the Cabinet 
in its meeting held on 6th April 2020, had decided not to operate MPLADS during the 
FY 2020-21 and 2021-22 and place the fund at the disposal of Ministry of Finance for 
managing the impacts of covid 19 pandemic. 

 As the country is now on the road to economic recovery and the Scheme continues 
to be beneficial for the creation of durable community assets, in fulfilling the 
aspirations of locally felt needs of the Community, in skill development and creation 
of jobs across the country. 

 The Ministry will release MPLADS fund at the rate of Rs. 2 crore per Member of 
Parliament for the remaining period of FY 2021-22 in one instalment and at the rate 
of Rs. 5.00 crore per annum per Member of Parliament during FY 2022-23 to FY 
2025-26 in two instalments of Rs.2.5 crore each. 

 

National Achievement Survey (NAS) 

 The Government of India has been implementing a rolling programme of sample-
based National Achievement Survey (NAS) aimed at classes III, V, VIII and X with a 
cycle period of three years.  

 The last National Achievement Survey (NAS) was held on 13th November, 2017 for 
assessing the competencies developed by the children at the grade levels III, V and 
VIII. 

 The next round of NAS will be held on 12th November 2021 across the country, 
which will help to assess the learning interruptions and new learnings during the 
COVID pandemic and help to take remedial measures.  

 The instrument development, testing, finalization of the test items, sampling of the 
schools etc. has been done by NCERT.  

 However, the actual administration of the test in the sampled schools will be done by 
CBSE in collaboration with the respective states/UTs. NAS 2021 will cover the entire 
spectrum of schools i.e. Government Schools (Central Government and State 
Government), Government Aided Schools and Private schools across the country.   

 It is expected that nearly 1.23 lakh schools and 38 lakh students in 733 districts 
across 36 States and UTs will be covered in the NAS 2021. 

 

Environment 

Silchar to host Northeast Green Summit from Nov 16 

 Sustainable development and conservation strategies for the Northeast and its 
contiguous biodiversity zones, a round table of forest ministers of the region, besides 
green art and green music events are on the agenda of the three-day Northeast 
Green Summit beginning here from November 16, 2021. 

 The focus area of the sixth edition of the summit is ‘Greening after Covid: Regional 
Cooperation, Innovation & Entrepreneurship’. 

 Several stalls showcasing sustainable products from across the northeastern region 
will be part of the summit, which is organised by Vibgyor NE Foundation and 
supported by the United Nations Environment (UNEP). 

 The agenda of the forest ministers’ round table will be primarily to focus matters of 
common concerns – climate change, animal migration, movement of forest produce, 
management of natural resources on interstate and international borders, forest and 
wildlife offence with ramifications across each other’s territory among many other 
issues. 

 A Silchar Declaration may be unveiled at the end of the round table, subject to 
consensus on the issues raised, Marak adds. 
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Earth Day Network Rising Star 2021 (USA)  
 A 15 year old girl from Tamil Nadu who was recognized Earth Day Network Rising 

Star 2021 (USA) for her idea of ‘Solar Ironing Cart’ has exhorted the world to move 
towards clean energy during the recently concluded COP 26. 

 Miss Vinisha Umashankar, a class 10 student from Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil 
Nadu who received the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam IGNITE Awards instituted by National 
Innovation Foundation (NIF) – India, an autonomous body of the Department of 
Science and Technology, Government of India for her mobile ironing cart, which uses 
solar panels to power a steam iron box is now an inspiration for the world for her 
speech at the 26th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (31st Oct – 12th Nov) at Glasgow, Scotland. 

 The prototype of Vinisha’s mobile ironing cart which uses solar panels to power a 
steam iron box has been developed by National Innovation Foundation (NIF) – India 
in the year 2019. 

 A key benefit of the solar ironing cart is that it eliminates the need for coal for ironing, 
bringing about a welcome shift towards clean energy. End users can move around 
and offer services at their doorstep to increase their daily earnings. The ironing cart 
can also be fitted with a coin-operated GSM PCO, USB charging points and mobile 
recharging which can fetch extra income.  

 It is an ingenious solar-powered alternative for the millions of charcoal burning 
ironing carts for pressing clothes and can benefit the workers and their families.  

 The device can also be powered by pre-charged batteries, electricity or a diesel-
powered generator in the absence of sunlight. 

 

COP26 

 The 2022 edition of the Conference of Parties, or the 27th COP, will take place at at 
Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt and the 28th edition in 2023 will be held in the United Arab 
Emirates, the Council decided even as a final agreement to conclude COP26 proved 
elusive until the time of going to press. 

 For a final agreement, all countries have to agree to every word in the text agreement 
that has been drafted by the team of COP President Alok Sharma. This text is a 
synthesis of all the discussions since November 1 when COP26 began. 

 The COP26 will not unveil a treaty like in 2015 when the Paris Agreement came into 
being but is expected to guide implementation of the Paris Agreement that exhorted 
countries to take steps to keep temperatures from rising beyond 2C by the turn of the 
century and “pursue efforts to keep it” to 1.5C.  

 Developing countries such as India and China are pushing for formal 
acknowledgment from the West that they haven't delivered on past promises of 
providing $100 billion annually until 2020. 

 Developed countries have promised to deliver on this by 2023-24 but India and 
several other low income and developing countries have demanded financing post 
2025 and also funds for the loss and damage that has already been incurred in their 
countries due to climate catastrophes. 
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History 

PM pays tribute to Onake Obavva on her Jayanti 

 
 The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi bowed to the great Kannada warrior woman, 

Onake Obavva on the special occasion of her Jayanti. Shri Modi said that Onake 
Obavva ‘inspires us as a symbol of our Nari Shakti.’ 

 Onake Obavva (18th Century) was a Hindu warrior who fought the forces of Hyder Ali 
single-handedly with a pestle (Onake) in the kingdom of Chitradurga of Karnataka, 
India.  

 Her husband was a guard of a watchtower in the rocky fort of Chitradurga. 
 In the state of Karnataka, she is celebrated along with Abbakka Rani, Keladi 

Chennamma and Kittur Chennamma, as the foremost women warriors and patriots.  
 She belonged to the Holayas (Chalavadi) community. 

 

Health 

LZTFL1 Gene 

 Researchers at the Medical Research Council Weatherall Institute of Molecular 
Medicine, University of Oxford, have identified the gene responsible for doubling the 
risk of respiratory failures from COVID-19. 

 This gene — called LZTFL1 — can be found in 60 percent of people with South 
Asian ancestry and the researchers say that it may be able to explain the excess 
deaths seen in some of the UK communities and the impact of pandemic during the 
second wave in India. 

 Even so, the gene is possibly just one factor that could have led to these outcomes, 
since socio-economic factors also partly explain why some communities were more 
severely impacted by the disease. 

 For instance, while 60 percent of people with South Asian ancestry carry this gene, 
15 percent of those with European ancestry carry it and two percent of people with 
Afro-Caribbean ancestry also carry it. Therefore, this gene does not explain the 
higher death rates that were reported for black people and some minority ethnic 
communities. 
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How does the gene make people carrying it more vulnerable to the disease? 
 They found that the higher risk version of the gene possibly prevents the cells lining 

the airways and the lungs from responding to the virus properly.  
 This means that the presence of this gene changes how an individual’s lungs 

respond to the virus, thereby increasing risk of developing respiratory failure from 
COVID-19. 

 But while the gene impacts the response of the lungs, it does not impact the immune 
system, therefore, researchers believe that people carrying this version of the gene 
should respond normally to the vaccines. 

 

Paxlovid Drug 
 For Paxlovid, Pfizer plans to submit its trial data to the US FDA for emergency use 

authorisation as soon as possible. 
 Pfizer announced trial results for its investigational Covid-19 oral antiviral candidate, 

Paxlovid, saying it significantly reduced hospitalisation and death. 
 It is an investigational SARS-CoV-2 “protease inhibitor antiviral therapy”. 
 It inhibits viral replication at proteolysis, a stage that occurs before viral replication.  
 It is “designed to be administered orally so that it can be prescribed at the first sign of 

infection or at first awareness of an exposure, potentially helping patients avoid 
severe illness”. 

 Pfizer said it has entered into advance purchase agreements with “multiple countries 
and is in negotiations with several others”. 

 Pfizer’s phase 2-3 study is being conducted across several countries.  
 On Friday, it said an interim analysis found that Paxlovid reduces the risk of 

hospitalisation or death by 89% compared to placebo in non-hospitalized high-risk 
adults with Covid-19.  

 

Global Drug Policy Index 

 
 The inaugural Global Drug Policy Index, released on Sunday by the Harm Reduction 

Consortium, ranks Norway, New Zealand, Portugal, the UK and Australia as the five 
leading countries on humane and health-driven drug policies. 

 The five lowest-ranking countries are Brazil, Uganda, Indonesia, Kenya, and Mexico. 
India’s rank is 18 out of 30 countries.  

 It is a data-driven global analysis of drug policies and their implementation.  
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 It is composed of 75 indicators running across five broad dimensions of drug policy: 
criminal justice, extreme responses, health and harm reduction, access to 
internationally controlled medicines, and development. 

 Norway, despite topping the Index, only managed a score of 74/100. And the median 
score across all 30 countries and dimensions is just 48/100.  

 India has an overall score of 46/100. On the criteria of use of extreme sentencing and 
responses, it has a score of 63/100, on health and harm reduction, 49/100; on 
proportionality of criminal justice response, 38/100; on availability and access of 
internationally controlled substances for the relief of pain and suffering, 33 /100. 

 

75 Nutrition smart villages will strengthen India’s campaign 
against malnutrition 

 As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, to commemorate the 75th year of Independence 
of India a programme on “Nutrition Smart Village” was initiated to strengthen the 
Poshan Abhiyan.  

 This new initiative aims to reach out to 75 villages across India through the network 
of All India Coordinated Research Project on Women in Agriculture (AICRP-WIA) 
which is in operation at 13 centres in 12 States of India besides the coordinating 
institute located at Bhubaneswar. 

 The initiative has been undertaken in line with the Prime Minister's call to all the 
academicians, agricultural scientists and all the institutions to adopt and transform 75 
villages.  

 Under the initiative, A total of 75 villages will be adopted by AICRP centres and 
ICAR-CIWA, for which the AICRP centres will adopt 5 villages each with the 
remaining to be adopted by ICAR-CIWA with an aim to develop 75 Nutri-Smart 
villages. 

 The objectives of the initiative are promoting nutritional awareness, education and 
behavioural change in rural areas involving farm women and school children, 
harnessing traditional knowledge through the local recipe to overcome malnutrition 
and implementing nutrition-sensitive agriculture through homestead agriculture and 
Nutri-garden. 

 To achieve the goal of Malnutrition free villages, intensive awareness campaigns and 
field activities will be undertaken focusing on the concept of Nutri-village / Nutri-food / 
Nutri-diet/ Nutri-thali etc. for strengthening the Poshan Abhiyan.  

 Awareness among the women farmers will also be created about their legal rights in 
all walks of life. The products/tools/technologies developed by AICRP centres will be 
evaluated through multi-location trials. 
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Norovirus confirmed in Kerala’s Wayanad 

 
 Kerala health minister Veena George on Friday asked people to be vigilant and 

issued guidelines after norovirus, a highly contagious stomach bug that causes a 
range of symptoms, was confirmed in the state’s Wayanad district. 

 Norovirus, an animal-borne disease transmitted through contaminated water and 
food, was reported in as many as 13 students of a veterinary college in Pookode 
near Vythiri in Wayanad district two weeks ago. 
What is norovirus? 

 Norovirus causes gastrointestinal illness, including inflammation of the lining of the 
stomach and intestines, severe vomiting and diarrhoea. 

 Norovirus does not significantly affect healthy people but it can be serious in young 
children, the elderly and people with comorbidities. 

 Norovirus is easily transmitted through close contact with people who have been 
infected, or by touching contaminated surfaces.  

 It can also be spread by eating food that has been prepared or handled by someone 
with the stomach bug. The virus is spread through the excrement and vomit of an 
infected person. 
Symptoms of norovirus 

 Diarrhoea, abdominal pain, vomiting, nausea, a high temperature, headache and 
body aches are some of the common symptoms of norovirus. 

 Experts say acute vomiting and diarrhoea can lead to dehydration and further 
complications. 
Guidelines to prevent norovirus 

 The Kerala health ministry's guidelines say those infected with norovirus should rest 
at home, drink oral rehydration solutions (ORS) and boiled water. 

 People should wash their hands thoroughly with soap and water before eating and 
after using the toilet. “Those who interact with animals should pay special attention," 
the health ministry's guidelines read. 

 The guidelines said that drinking water sources, wells and storage tanks must be 
chlorinated with bleaching powder. People must use chlorinated water for domestic 
use and drink only boiled water, it added. 
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 Fruits and vegetables should be thoroughly washed before eating. According to the 
guidelines, sea fish and shellfish such as crab and mussels must only be eaten after 
they are well cooked. It added that stale and exposed foods must be avoided. 

 

Defence and Security 

GOA MARITIME CONCLAVE – 2021 
 The third edition of Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC) – 2021 is being hosted by the 

Indian Navy from 07 to 09 November 2021 under the aegis of Naval War College, 
Goa.  

 The theme for this year’s edition of GMC is “Maritime Security and Emerging Non-
Traditional Threats: A Case for Proactive Role for IOR Navies”, which has been 
derived keeping in mind the necessity of ‘winning everyday peace’ in the maritime 
domain.  

 The Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC) was symbolic of India’s constructive engagement 
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). The Defence Secretary noted that Maritime 
Security and Economic prosperity were interrelated and interdependent from time 
immemorial.  

 The Defence Secretary also highlighted India’s engagement and continued efforts 
towards reaching out to the nations in the region bilaterally and under the framework 
of IONS, IORA, BIMSTEC, Colombo Security Conclave and other structures.  

 

India’s submarine strength 

 Last week, the CBI filed two chargesheets against serving and retired naval officers, 
and some others, for allegedly sharing details of the ongoing modernisation project of 
India’s Kilo Class submarines. The Kilo Class comprises imported submarines that 
are being retrofitted. 
How many submarines does India have? 

 Currently, India has 15 conventional diesel-electric submarines, classified as SSKs, 
and one nuclear ballistic submarine, classified as SSBN. 

 Of the SSKs,  
o Four are Shishumar Class, which were bought and then built in India in 

collaboration with the Germans starting 1980s;  
o Eight are Kilo Class or Sindhughosh Class bought from Russia (including 

erstwhile USSR) between 1984 and 2000; and 
o Three are Kalvari Class Scorpene submarines built at India’s Mazagon Dock 

in partnership with France’s Naval Group, earlier called DCNS. 
 The SSBN, INS Arihant, is a nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, built 

indigenously. A second SSBN, INS Arighat, an upgraded version of Arihant, is likely 
to be commissioned within the next few months. 

 Most of India’s submarines are over 25 years old, and many are getting refitted. 
What are the current projects underway? 

 Of the six being built, P-75 has delivered three Kalvari Class Scorpene submarines 
so far. The P-75I is yet to take off; the first Request for Information was issued in 
2008, then again in 2010, and the Request for Proposal was finally issued in July this 
year. 

 The project will be India’s first under the Strategic Partnership Model, which came up 
in 2015. The government will give the contract to an Indian Strategic Partner, which 
will then partner with a foreign OEM. 

 

Centre amends the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) 
Rules 2011 for enhanced protection of Consumer Rights 
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 To safeguard the interest of consumers, the Department of Consumer Affairs under 
the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution has omitted Rule 5 of 
the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities), Rules 2011 defining the Schedule II 
prescribing the pack sizes of various types of commodities.  

 A new provision has been introduced to indicate the unit sale price on pre packed 
commodities, which will allow easier comparison of the prices of the commodities at 
the time of purchase. 

 Earlier, the month and year in which the commodity is manufactured or pre-packed or 
imported was required to be mentioned in the package. Representation from Industry 
and associations in this respect has been received to remove this ambiguity. 

 For reducing compliance burden and removing the ambiguity of the declaration of 
date on pre-packaged commodities for consumers, the declaration has now been 
required to the month and year in which the commodity is manufactured for the pre-
packaged commodities. 

 The provisions of declarations of MRP have been simplified by removing illustration 
and providing for making the mandatory declaration of MRP in Indian currency 
inclusive of all taxes. This has allowed the manufacturer/packer/importer to declare 
the MRP on the pre-packaged commodities in a simplified manner. 

 

SUBMARINE ‘VELA’ 
 The fourth submarine of the Project – 75, Yard 11878 was delivered to the Indian 

Navy today, 09 November 2021.  
 Project – 75 includes construction of six submarines of Scorpene design.  
 These submarines are being constructed at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited 

(MDL) Mumbai, under collaboration with M/s Naval Group, France.  
 Christened ‘Vela’, the submarine was launched on 06 May 19, and has completed all 

major harbour and sea trials including weapon and sensor trials despite COVID 
restrictions.  

 Three of these submarines are already in commission with the Indian Navy. 
 The submarine would soon be commissioned into the Indian Navy and enhance the 

Indian Navy's capability. 

 

Indo-France joint military exercise 'EX-SHAKTI 2021' 
 The sixth edition of Indo French joint military exercise 'EX-SHAKTI 2021' is being 

conducted at the French port town of Frejus. 
 Defence Ministry said exercise SHAKTI will focus on Counter-Terrorism operations in 

the backdrop of semi-urban terrain under UN Mandate with an aim to enhance 
military cooperation and inter-operability between the two Armies.   

 A platoon strength of a Gorkha Rifles Infantry Battalion is representing the Indian 
Army in this 12-day bilateral exercise. Whereas The French side is being represented 
by troops of the 21st Marine Infantry Regiment of the 6th Light Armoured Brigade. 

 The last edition of Exercise SHAKTI was conducted at Foreign Training Node in 
Mahajan Field Firing Ranges, Rajasthan from 31 October to 13 November 2019 in 
which Counter-Terrorism operations in semi-desert terrain were practised and 
validated. 

 India and France carry out three biennial training exercises namely, Exercise 
GARUDA with the Indian Air Force, Exercise VARUNA with the Indian Navy and 
Exercise SHAKTI with the Indian Army. 

 

Centre agrees to grant permanent commission to 11 women 
Army officers 
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 The Central government agreed to grant permanent commission (PC) to 11 women 
Army officers who meet the eligibility criteria, after the Supreme Court threatened to 
initiate contempt proceedings. 

 Short Service Commission (SSC) women officers, who have not approached the 
court but nonetheless meet the various eligibility criteria, would be granted PC in 
three weeks, the government informed the court. 

 In October, the court similarly intervened with the government in favour of granting 
PC to 39 other SSC women officers. 

 In August, a little over 72 women officers approached the court, challenging the 
Army’s decision finding them ineligible for PC. They said they were disqualified 
despite satisfying the 60% assessment threshold for PC as prescribed by the court. 

 The order had directed the government to grant PC to “Women Short Service 
Commissions Officers who obtained 60% marks in their assessment subject to their 
meeting the medical criteria prescribed by the Army’s August 1 2020 order and 
receiving disciplinary and vigilance clearance.” 

 

Science and Technology 

Messier 87 

   
 Scientists studying the galaxy Messier 87 (M87) – which surrounds the only black 

hole to have been imaged so far – have come up with a theoretical model of the jets 
of material emanating from M87. 

 The black hole at M87’s center is more than 6 billion times more massive than the 
Sun. Material drawn inward forms a rotating disk — called an accretion disk — 
closely orbiting the black hole. Most of the material in the disk falls into the black 
hole, but some surrounding particles escape and are ejected far out into space in jets 
moving at nearly the speed of light. 

 Messier 87 (also known as Virgo A or NGC 4486, generally abbreviated to M87) is a 
supergiant elliptical galaxy with several trillion stars in the constellation Virgo.  
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 One of the most massive galaxies in the local universe,[a] it has a large population of 
globular clusters—about 15,000 compared with the 150–200 orbiting the Milky 
Way—and a jet of energetic plasma that originates at the core and extends at least 
1,500 parsecs (4,900 light-years), traveling at a relativistic speed.  

 It is one of the brightest radio sources in the sky and a popular target for both 
amateur and professional astronomers. 

 

Swarnajayanti Fellowship scheme 

 Seventeen scientists from scientific institutions across India have been awarded the 
Swarnajayanti Fellowships for their innovative research ideas and the potential of 
creating impact on R&D in different disciplines. 

 Scientists selected for the award will be allowed to pursue unfettered research with 
freedom and flexibility in terms of expenditure as approved in the research plan.  

 The scientists with a proven track record and selected through a rigorous three 
layered screening process will pursue basic research in frontier areas of science and 
technology. 

 The Swarnajayanti Fellowship scheme was instituted by the Govt. of India to 
commemorate India’s fiftieth year of Independence.  

 Under the scheme, the awardees are facilitated by the Department of Science & 
Technology, GOI with support for all the requirements for performing the research 
including a fellowship of Rs. 25,000/- per month for five years.  

 In addition, DST supports the awardees by giving them a research grant of 5 lakh 
Rupees for 5 years. The fellowship is provided in addition to the salary they draw 
from their parent Institution.  

 In addition to fellowship, grants for equipment, computational facilities, consumables, 
contingencies, national and international travel and other special requirements, are 
covered based on merit. 

 

INDIAN ARMY SIGNS MOU WITH BHASKARACHARYA 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR SPACE APPLICATIONS AND GEO-
INFORMATICS (BISAG-N) 

 The Indian Army has inked a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Bhaskaracharya National Institute for Space Applications and Geo-Informatics 
(BISAG-N), Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  

 This MoU will facilitate exchange of knowledge and collaboration in the fields 
emerging technologies for development of GIS and IT based Enterprise Resource 
Planning Software, Training Content, Telecasting of Audio-Visual Content, Research 
and Knowledge Partnership, Technical Support and Upgradation for Resources 
Developed under a holistic partnership for projects which have the prior approval of 
Army Management Studies Board (AMSB).  

 The MOU will leverage the relative advantage of BISAG-N to support training and 
evolving innovative solutions to boost operational capabilities of the Indian Armed 
Forces. 

 BISAG-N which is an autonomous scientific society under the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology, Government of India will act as a medium of exchange 
of knowledge and collaboration in the fields of emerging technologies. 

 The landmark MoU will facilitate and strengthen institutional cooperation between the 
Indian Army and BISAG-N towards strategizing and implementing programmes 
pertaining to training, research and capability development. 
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Social Issues 

Cabinet approves declaration of 15th November as Janjatiya 
Gaurav Divas 

                                
 The Union Cabinet has approved the declaration of 15th November as Janjatiya 

Gaurav Divas dedicated to the memory of brave tribal freedom fighters so that 
coming generations could know about their sacrifices for the country.  

 India’s freedom struggle was strengthened by several movements by tribal 
communities such as Santhals, Tamars, Kols, Bhils, Khasis and Mizos to name a 
few.  

 The date is the birth anniversary of Sri Birsa Munda who is revered as Bhagwan by 
tribal communities across the country.  

 Birsa Munda fought bravely against the country against the exploitative system of the 
British colonial system and spearheaded a movement against British oppression 
giving a call for ‘Ulgulan’ (Revolution).  

 The declaration acknowledges the glorious history and cultural heritage of tribal 
communities.  

 The day will be celebrated every year and would recognize the efforts of the tribals 
for preservation of cultural heritage and promotion of Indian values of valour, 
hospitality and national pride.  

 Tribal Freedom Fighter Museum at Ranchi where Birsa Munda breathed his last will 
be inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister. 

 

International Relations 

UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 
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 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
designated Srinagar as a part of UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN). 

 With this, the capital city of Jammu and Kashmir has entered the club of 295 creative 
cities across the world.  

 After Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad, Varanasi and Jaipur, Srinagar is the sixth Indian 
city to achieve this distinction. 

 The UNESCO Creative Cities Network is a project launched by UNESCO in 2004 to 
“promote cooperation among cities which recognize creativity as a strategic factor in 
their urban development”.  

 According to UNESCO, the cities designated as creative cities work together towards 
a common objective of “placing creativity and cultural industries at the heart of their 
development plans at the local level and cooperating actively at the international 
level”. 

 UNESCO designated 49 cities as part of the creative cities network. With this, the 
total number of creative cities in the world has reached 295 across 90 countries. 

 UNESCO designates the creative cities in seven fields — Craft, Folk Art, Media Arts, 
Film Design, Gastronomy, Literature and Music. 

 Srinagar city has been designated the creative city in the field of Crafts and Folk Arts 
— only second city in India in this category after Jaipur.  

 While Mumbai has been honoured in the film category, Chennai and Varanasi have 
been made part of UCCN for their music. Hyderabad is a UCCN city in the 
gastronomy category. 

 

State News  

Karnataka government to tighten open data policy amid 
concerns 

 The state government will revisit its open data policy to allay concerns raised by civil 
society, especially on monetisation of citizen information. 

 The new Karnataka Open Data Policy states that only anonymised personal data will 
be monetised; pro-privacy campaigners are concerned that complete anonymisation 
is not possible. 

 The State Government is working with the Wadhwani Institute for Artificial 
Intelligence and Nasscom to learn how citizen data can be kept anonymous and 
make sure there is no way a person’s identity can be traced or derived. 
Karnataka Open Data Policy 

 Karnataka has become only the fifth state after Telangana, Odisha, Sikkim and 
Punjab to open its citizen data to private parties. 

 According to the Karnataka Open Data Policy, personal and sensitive citizen 
information like name, address, ID details and religion will be masked before sharing 
with private parties or individuals for monetisation. 

 As a result of this policy change, any private educational institute, organisation, 
enterprise, industry, or service sector player, registered in India and operational for 2 
years, can sign a pact with the state government, including a non-disclosure pact, 
and buy data to make business decisions, the media house reported. 

 

Bt cotton, maize field trials: Forest dept gets 200 responses 

 The forest, ecology and environment department has received more than 200 
responses to the proposal to conduct field trials for Bt cotton and maize. 

 On October 15 2021, the department had issued a public notice stating that Rallis 
India Limited, a Bengaluru-based company, had sought a no objection certificate 
(NoC) to conduct 'confined field trials' and sought responses from the public for the 
proposal by October 31, 2021. 
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 Activists had vehemently opposed the move, stating that the field trials were 
completely unsafe as the state lacks a monitoring system to ensure that the 
genetically modified (GM) seeds do not get leaked to mainstream agriculture. 
Bt Crops 

 Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) crops are plants genetically engineered (modified) to 
contain the endospore (or crystal) toxins of the bacterium, Bt to be resistant to certain 
insect pests thereby, protecting the crops from pests.  

 The bacterium secretes specific proteins known as “cry proteins” that are toxic to 
insects. A few of the Bt crops include cotton, brinjal, corn, etc. 

 

Karnataka promises cheaper sand under new policy 
 The Karnataka Cabinet approved a new policy that promises to regulate the soaring 

price of sand, whose shortage has impacted the construction sector. 
 Under the new policy, a truck load of sand will cost around Rs 10,000 to Rs 12,000, 

down from the existing Rs 30,000 to Rs 40,000. 
 Lack of regulation affected the availability of sand for development works, besides 

the realty sector. The new policy was in the works for more than a year. 
 Sand extracted at the level of a gram panchayat will be sold at Rs 300 per metric 

tonne, while the price of river sand is fixed at Rs 700 to be supplied to towns. Inter-
district supply of sand will also be done at Rs 700 per tonne. Royalty for the state 
exchequer will be Rs 50-60 per tonne. 

 Under the policy, a provision has been introduced to allow gram panchayats to 
supply sand at a discounted rate for rural housing projects and government-
sponsored schemes. Sand for poor people will also be given at a subsidized rate. 

 Sand for such projects can be extracted only with permission from local authorities.  
 A district-level body is formed to permit the extraction of sand based on survey 

reports. Enforcement and monitoring responsibilities are fixed to these district-level 
bodies as per the rules. 

 Of the royalty collected by the government, 25 per cent will be for gram panchayats 
where the sand is extracted from and 25 per cent will be for panchayats through 
which the sand is transported.  

 

Family ID will be the backbone of the welfare State: Rajeev 
Chawla 

 Amid concerns over data privacy, 1987-batch IAS officer Rajeev Chawla, widely 
credited as the father of Bhoomi — the project that digitised Karnataka’s land records 
— is spearheading the massive Kutumba (Family ID) project that banks on citizen 
data to deliver services.  
Family ID project. What will this ID mean for citizens? 

 Kutumba (Family ID) will be a single input that will auto-fetch information about your 
family.  

 Kutumba helps the government identify eligible people for benefits. Kutumba will be 
the backbone to create a welfare State that will work on a suo motu basis. Citizens 
shouldn't (have to) apply for any service. You'll see this year that all scholarships will 
be given to students without them applying for it.  

 We know your caste when you applied for a caste certificate. We know your income 
when you wanted an income certificate. We know which families have farmers. We 
also know which child is studying where because our education database is linked 
with Kutumba. You are registered in my property tax database, so I know your 
house.  

 The beauty of Kutumba is that it is based on a government database. It complies with 
the (pending) Personal Data Protection Bill completely. We won't show your data to 
anybody else. 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

Cabinet nod for renaming Mumbai-Karnataka as Kittur 
Karnataka 

 The Cabinet decided that the winter session of the legislature will be held at the 
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in Belgaum, after a gap of three years. 

 The Cabinet decided that the Mumbai-Karnataka region will be officially known as 
Kittur Karnataka. The region comprises seven districts - Uttara Kannada, Dharwad, 
Belagavi, Vijayapura, Bagalkot, Gadag and Haveri. 

 

Harekala Hajabba, others receive Padma awards 

 President Ram Nath Kovind presented the prestigious Padma Awards of the year 
2020 to achievers of various fields at a colourful ceremony held at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan. 

 Harekala Hajabba of Dakshina Kannada district, an orange seller-social activist, who 
started a school from his meagre earning received the Padma Shri award from the 
president. 

 When Hajabba, clad in his trademark white dhoti and white shirt, walked barefoot to 
receive the award from the president, the schoolchildren at ‘Hajabba’ school in 
Newpadpu village, on the outskirts of Mangalore city, clapped hands in delight 
watching the programme on an LED screen. 

 Vishwesha Theertha Swami of Pejawar Adhokshaja Mutt was felicitated with the 
Padma Vibhushan posthumously. His successor Vishwaprasanna Theertha received 
the award.  

 Thulasi Gowda of Halakki community (Uttara Kannada) who planted over one lakh 
saplings, transport giant Vijay Sankeshwara, Nimhans former director Dr B N 
Gangadhar, late K V Sampath Kumar and K S Jayalakshmi, editors of Sanskrit 
newspaper Sudharma of Mysore received the Padma Shri award.  

 

Padma Shri award presented to folk artiste Manjamma Jogathi 
 President Ram Nath Kovind presented Padma Awards for the year 2021 to various 

personalities, including folk artiste Manjamma Jogathi. 
 Matha B Manjamma Jogathi is a transgender folk dancer of Jogamma tradition and 

the first transwoman president of Karnataka Janapada Academy. Wearing a purple 
colour Ilkal saree, she blessed the President in traditional style before getting an 
award amidst applause from the audience. 

 A native of Vijayanagar district, Manjamma practised and single-handedly 
popularised rural folk arts for many years. She mastered the Jogathi dance and folk 
songs and Kannada language sonnets in praise of various female deities. 

 The President also conferred Padma Vibhushan on renowned cardiologist, 
professional educator and author Dr Belle Monappa (B M) Hegde. 

 A native of Udupi district, Hegde has authored several books on medical practice and 
ethics. He was conferred the Padma Vibhushan for his work on medicine. He has 
published over 280 research papers both in India and abroad. 

 

OtherOther Padma awardees 
 The President presented Padma Bhushan to Jnanapith awardee Chandrashekhar 

Kambara. Poet, playwright, folklorist and film director in Kannada, Kambara is also at 
present serving as the president of the Kendra Sahitya Akademi. 

 K Y Venkatesh, Indian para-athlete and shot putter from Bengaluru, was given the 
Padma Shri award. He won his first gold for India in the shot put in 1999 in Australia. 
In 1994, he represented India at the 1st International Paralympic Committee (IPC) 
Athletics World Championships in Berlin, Germany.  
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 Rangasami Lakshminarayan Kashyap, an applied mathematician and a professor of 
Electrical Engineering at Purdue University, was given the Padma Shri award. The 
Padma Bhushan award was also given to popular singer K S Chitra. 

 Playback singer S P Balasubrahmanyam was awarded the Padma Vibhushan 
posthumously. His son S P Charan received the award. 

 

India’s COP26 stance could hit species of Western Ghats 

 India's unwillingness to commit to halting deforestation during COP26, the climate 
change conference in Glasgow, could deepen biodiversity losses in the Western 
Ghats, where a slew of new species of reptiles are being discovered. Experts say 
there are many more undiscovered species out there.  

 Herpetologists at the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) alone have found over 16 new 
species of snakes, frogs and lizards this year, some named after kung-fu master 
Jackie Chan and dragons from The Hobbit and Game of Thrones. They said that 
further pressure on the ghats could eradicate species not yet found. 

 Vulnerable habitats 
 For the CES researchers who identified 12 new species of geckos in the ghats this 

year, the study also highlighted the fragility of their habitats. Most of the geckos were 
found in localised places vulnerable to damage through developmental activities. 

 The loss of such habitats could be destroying species we know nothing about. 

 

CM Bommai announces Rs 10 crore grant for Kannada Bhavan 
in Goa 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai announced a grant of Rs 10 crore to construct a 
Kannada Bhavan in Goa.   

 There are many people from Uttara Kannada living in Goa. They are protecting and 
nurturing Kannada and its culture in Goa. But, they don’t have their own place. So, 
the government is ready to construct a Kannada Bhavan in Goa. 

 

When will you start midday meals? Karnataka HC asks 
government 

 The High Court has directed the government to submit a compliance report indicating 
as to what time hot cooked midday meals will be provided to children in government 
schools and anganwadis. 
Midday Meal Scheme 

 The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme in India designed to better 
the nutritional standing of school-age children nationwide. 

 The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children in primary and 
upper primary classes in government, government aided, local body, Education 
Guarantee Scheme, and alternate innovative education centres, Madarsa and 
Maqtabs supported under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and National Child Labour Project 
schools run by the ministry of labour. 

 Serving 120 million children in over 1.27 million schools and Education Guarantee 
Scheme centres, the Midday Meal Scheme is the largest of its kind in the world. 

 

Karnataka to have new aerospace and defence policy by end of 
year 

 Although Karnataka’s aerospace and defence policy is valid until 2023, the state is 
planning to push an updated policy into place as early as the end of December, 
2021. 
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 Officials said that the new policy, which is still in the draft stage, could be unveiled at 
the end of december. enhanced incentives will be offered to MSMEs to provide a 
level playing field and make them competitive as part of the new A&D policy. 

 The government is also in the process of setting up a 1,200-acre defence and 
aerospace park in Devanahalli, which may also be officially announced at the end of 
December. 

 The new policy would also concentrate on drawing original equipment manufacturers 
(OEM) to the state. We are looking to create clusters not only in Bengaluru but other 
parts of the state like Tumkuru where the helicopter complex under Hindustan 
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is coming up, Chamarajnagar and even Chitradurga which 
is turning into an important hub for units of the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO). 

 Moreover, the Karnataka Land Reforms Act was also amended. Earlier, any industry 
which wanted to purchase land directly there were impediments since several 
government clearances were required. Now, there is a single window for clearance 
and the industry can purchase land from private developers. This was done keeping 
ease of doing business in mind. 

 Karnataka is already leading the realm when it comes to a strong industrial base. 
“Our Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) is approximately Rs. 17 lakh cr and 
accounts for the highest total exports among all states in India. 

 As per data shared by the minister, some 25% of India's aircraft and spacecraft 
industry is based in Karnataka.  

 More than 67% of all Aircraft and Helicopters manufacturing for Defence services is 
done in Karnataka and Karnataka contributes to 65% of the country's aerospace 
related exports from India.  

 Karnataka is home to more than 2,000 Small and micro enterprises along with 70% 
of India’s supplier base which execute subcontracting work for the Defence PSUs. 

 Karnataka was the first state to announce the Aerospace and Defence Policy. 

 

Karnataka to soon have anti-conversion law: CM 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said the state will soon have an anti-
religious conversion law. The state government is studying related laws enacted by 
other states and soon an anti-conversion legislation will be formulated. 

 The Chief Minister categorically stated that the constitution does not permit forced 
conversion, including by allurement. 

 There were concerns that the schools and hospitals were being used for religious 
conversion. Many illegal churches were also coming up in the state. 

 

Bengaluru hosts Karnataka's first National Education Policy 
Conclave 

 The Karnataka government's Higher Education Council, in collaboration with the 
International Skill Development Corporation (ISDC), a UK headquartered skill 
development and education company, organised the state's first NEP conclave in 
Bengaluru. 

 With the theme of 'Strategising the Future of Higher Education', the Karnataka 
NEP Conclave 2021 was inaugurated by the Minister of Higher Education, C N 
Ashwath Narayan. 

 With the successful implementation of NEP, Karnataka will become the top-notch 
education destination in the next 20 years for India as well as for the globe. 
Education is the only source of sustainable and quality lives. 

 The event witnessed over 200 participants including government officials, 
educationists, and representatives of leading universities, industry experts and 
corporates. 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  Opposite Vijayanagar club, Vijayanagar Bengaluru.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs                                  

COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -  www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 Five panel discussions were curated with 25 panellists discussing international 
opportunities for the NEP and developing schemes for effective implementation of 
the policy in the state by adopting the best of global practices, identifying skill gaps, 
catering to industry, skill-centric awareness and creating job opportunities both 
nationally and internationally. 

 

 

 

 

 

Naada Geethe tune: Confusion continues over govt’s version 

 Following controversy over adapting Mysore Ananthaswamy’s version or that of C 
Ashwath's version of ‘Naada Geethe’ (state anthem) , the H R Leelavathi Committee 
had recommended Ananthaswamy’s version.  

 The committee has recommended Ananthaswamy’s version with the sole intention of 
honouring the eminent composer, according to noted poet B R Lakshman Rao, who 
was also a member of the committee.  

 But others argue that C Ashwath had composed and sung the whole song with all of 
its stanzas. It is also the most popular version now. The committee is wrong to 
recommend that version and in releasing a CD of the whole song in Ananthaswamy’s 
tune which they themselves have sung. 

 Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate (English: Victory to you Mother Karnataka, The 
Daughter of Mother India!) is a Kannada poem, which was composed by the Indian 
national poet Kuvempu. The poem was officially declared the state song of the Indian 
state of Karnataka on 6 January 2004. 

 

Mains 

India-Bhutan relations 

 The Commerce Secretary Level meeting was held between India and Bhutan on 
trade and transit issues. 

 The two sides held extensive discussions on the current trade and transit issues 
including measures to further strengthen bilateral trade relations and issues of mutual 
interest, on ways to increase trade connectivity between the two countries.  

 Through Letters of Exchange (LOE), the following seven additional entry/exit points 
for trade between India and Bhutan were formalized:- 

o Nagrakata Land Customs Station without commodity restriction. 
o Agartala Land Customs Station as an entry /exit point. 
o Pandu port (Guwahati Steamerghat) as an entry /exit point, subject to cross 

border control at Dhubri. 
o Jogighopa port is an entry/exit point, subject to cross border control at Dhubri. 
o Asian Highway 48 connecting Torsa Tea Garden in India and Allay in Bhutan 

as an additional route corresponding to the Land Custom Station at Jaigaon. 
o Kamardwisa as an entry/exit point. 
o Birpara as an entry/exit point. 

 This will form an addendum to the Protocol of 2016 India-Bhutan Agreement on 
Trade, Commerce and Transit. This will facilitate India-Bhutan bilateral trade to our 
mutual advantage. 

 Since 2014, trade between India and Bhutan has more than doubled from USD 484 
million in 2014-15 to USD 1083 million in 2020-21. 

 

France emphasizes partnership with India as a major pillar of 
its Indo Pacific strategy 
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 France has emphasized partnership with India as a major pillar of its Indo Pacific 
strategy. It has stressed upon its continuing commitment to the Indo Pacific region as 
a resident power. This was highlighted during National Security Advisor Ajit Doval’s 
visit to Paris yesterday for the annual India-France Strategic Dialogue.  

 During his visit, the two countries have agreed to strengthen bilateral defence and 
security partnership.  

 This will be done through enhanced intelligence and information sharing, operational 
cooperation, bolstering mutual capabilities and  expanding bilateral exercises.  

 New initiatives in maritime, space and cyber domains will also be pursued.  
 France has reiterated its commitment to fully support Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat and defence industrialisation, joint research and 
technology development in India.   

 India and France also agreed that emerging trends in global affairs reinforce the 
need for closer partnership between the two countries, including in the United 
Nations Security Council and other UN forums.  

 Building on the successful India-France initiative of the International Solar Alliance, 
the two sides also stressed the need to accelerate cooperation in clean energy, 
including civil nuclear energy and green hydrogen. 

 

RBI tweaked Prompt Corrective Action norms for banks 

 The RBI issued a notification on November 2 revising norms for commercial banks to 
be placed under the regulator’s Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework should 
any of their key metrics fall out of line. The revision takes effect from January 1, 
2022. 
Purpose of the PCA framework 

 The objective of the PCA framework is to enable supervisory intervention at 
appropriate times and require the supervised entity to initiate and implement remedial 
measures in a timely manner so as to restore its financial health.  

 The PCA framework is also intended to act as a tool for effective market discipline. 
The PCA framework does not preclude the Reserve Bank of India from taking any 
other action as it deems fit at any time, in addition to the corrective actions prescribed 
in the framework”.  

 In the last almost two decades — the PCA was first notified in December 2002 — 
several banks have been placed under the framework, with their operations 
restricted.  

 In 2021, UCO Bank, IDBI Bank and Indian Overseas Bank exited the framework with 
improved performance. Only the Central Bank of India remains under it now. 
What are banks measured on? 

 As per the revised PCA norms issued in 2017, banks were to be evaluated on 
capital, asset quality, profitability and leverage.  
What curbs do banks face under the PCA? 

 Banks move from risk thresholds 1 through 3 with increasing restrictions if they are 
unable to arrest deterioration.  

 First, banks face curbs on dividend distribution/remittance of profits. For foreign 
banks, promoters are to bring in capital.  

 In the second category, banks additionally face curbs on branch expansion.  
 In the final category, the bank additionally faces restrictions on capital expenditure 

with some exemptions.  
 The RBI also has the option of discretionary actions across strategy, governance, 

credit risk, market risk and human resources. 
What has changed? 

 The notification has removed return on assets as an indicator to qualify for PCA.  
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 Further, the 2017 notification applied to scheduled commercial banks but excluded 
Regional Rural Banks from its purview, while the 2021 version excludes Small 
Finance Banks and Payment Banks too.  

 In the latest set of rules, the RBI has clearly spelt out that exit from the PCA would be 
based on four continuous quarterly results, with one being the Audited Annual 
Financial Statement as per the new framework apart from Supervisory Comfort of the 
RBI, assessment on sustainability of profitability. 

 

 

Department of Justice launches “Tele-Law on Wheels” 
Campaign 

 The Department of Justice kicked-off the week- long “Tele-Law on Wheels” campaign 
from 8th to 14th November, 2021.  

 As part of this campaign, a series of activities are being undertaken to empower 
people through pre-litigation advice for rightfully claiming their entitlements and for 
timely redressal of their difficulties. 

 A special Logon week is being organized throughout the country to encourage those 
in need to seek legal advice and consultation through tele-and video conferencing 
facilities by urging them to visit their nearest Common Service Centers(CSCs) 
offering Tele-Law services.  

 These CSCs have been branded as Kanooni Salah Sahahyak Kendra for this 
purpose.  

 The Tele-Law on Wheels Campaign is being conducted with the aid of CSC e 
Governance which has a network of 4lakth + digitally enabled CSCs across the 
country. 
Citizens’ Tele-Law Mobile App 

 The key highlight of the week-long Campaign would be the launch of the Citizens’ 
Tele-Law Mobile App by the Minister of Law and Justice and Minister of State for Law 
and Justice on 13th November, 2021.  

 This App would connect the beneficiaries directly with Panel Lawyers offering legal 
advice and consultation.  

 

India now ahead of China in financial inclusion metrics 

 India is now ahead of China in financial inclusion metrics, with mobile and Internet 
banking transactions rising to 13,615 per 1,000 adults in 2020 from 183 in 2015 and 
the number of bank branches inching up to 14.7 per 1 lakh adults in 2020 from 13.6 
in 2015, which is higher than in Germany, China and South Africa, as per a report. 

 States with higher financial inclusion / more bank accounts have also seen a 
perceptible decline in crime along with a meaningful drop in consumption of alcohol 
and tobaccos.  

 Under the no-frills accounts scheme, the number of persons with deposit accounts at 
banks has significantly increased, becoming comparable with emerging economy 
peers and even some of the advanced economies.  

 In the use of digital payments also, there has been noteworthy progress.  
 The number of no-frills bank accounts opened has reached 43.7 crore with ₹1.46 

lakh crore in deposits as of October 20, 2021.  
 Of these, almost two-thirds are operational in rural and semi-urban areas and more 

than 78% of these accounts are with state-owned banks, 18.2% with regional rural 
banks, and 3% are opened by private sector banks. 

 The number of banking outlets in villages / BCs had risen from 34,174 in March 2010 
to 12.4 lakh in December 2020, the report showed. 

 

Service export target of one trillion dollars by 2030 
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 Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal said that India is poised to achieve 
a services export target of one trillion dollars by 2030.  

 He was addressing the Global Services Conclave-2021 in New Delhi. The Minister 
said that in 2020, India became the 7th largest services exporter in the world, moving 
up the ladder by two positions. 

 Emphasizing that India had the potential to become the top services exporter in the 
world, Mr. Goyal said that the services sector is boosting India’s transition from an 
Assembly economy to a Knowledge-based economy. 

 Mr. Goyal said that today India’s services export largely comprises IT and IT-enabled 
services. He stressed that we need to focus on other potential growth sectors.  

 The Minister also highlighted the need for assisting states in formulating a 
comprehensive export strategy with districts as Export Hubs. 

 

Centre for Bioresources and Sustainable Development in 
Arunachal Pradesh 

 Union Minister Science & Technology Dr Jitendra Singh today inaugurated DBT - 
APSCS&T Centre of Excellence for Bioresources and Sustainable Development and 
Rural Technology Demonstration Centre at Kimin in Papum Pare District of 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Funded by the Department of Biotechnology, Govt of India, the prestigious project 
under the Ministry of Science & Technology is an integrated centre for performing 
cutting-edge basic research and its translation into reality. 

 The objective behind setting up this Centre of Excellence is to cater the scientific 
needs of bio-technological intervention and research on developing the bio-resources 
for its conservation and sustainable utilization for improvement of socio-economic 
status of the tribal people of the state. 

 The CoE will also be useful in exploration of fruit and organic food potential, and the 
diverse flora of the state. It will serve as a nodal point for collection and dissemination 
of information relating to bio-technology. 

 The centre will not only benefit Arunachal Pradesh but  also help the scientists of 
other parts of the North East region, and the scholars from various universities may 
also take advantage. 

 

Demand for portable oxygen cans on the rise in country 

 After oxygen cylinders, it’s every day-use portable oxygen cans that are now 
witnessing brisk sales across the country, with escalating air pollution levels and 
increased travel and outdoor activities. It is also being used by those recovering from 
COVID-19. 

 Sales of these portable oxygen cans, according to industry experts, have doubled 
post-Diwali, and going by the current trend they are expected to triple in the coming 
weeks. 

 Delhi-NCR alone claims to bring in 65% of the sales, while Mumbai, Bengaluru and 
Pune also are witnessing a steady climb in demand for this product.  

 This is when medical doctors are not ready to give an all-clear for the product, stating 
that it can actually delay medical intervention and lead to a false sense of well-being. 

 However, doctors are not ready to give an all-clear for the product. They say these 
cans are not useful and they should not be recommended. 

 Technically, a patient in need of oxygen will require at least 1 litre per minute. While 
these portable oxygen spray cans can have up to 12 litres of oxygen, they will last for 
about 10 minutes or even less. They shouldn’t be seen as a medical intervention. 

 These oxygen spray cans will hardly help in times of acute respiratory failure. One 
requires a continuous, high flow of oxygen supply with a proper setting. 
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 These spray cans may only be used in areas with severe air pollution, for certain 
sports activities, high-altitude climbing and expeditions, mountaineering, sky 
expeditions etc., and not to treat a COVID-19 patient.  

 As oxygen supports combustion, storing these at homes is also hazardous.  
 
 
 

 

Reservation norms for Jute Packaging Materials for Jute Year 
2021-22 

 Government under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has 
approved Reservation norms for mandatory use of jute in packaging for the Jute Year 
2021-22 (1st July, 2021 to 30th June, 2022).  

 The mandatory packaging norms approved for Jute Year 2021-22 provide for 100% 
reservation of the foodgrains and 20% of sugar to be compulsorily packed in jute 
bags. 

 The Jute industry occupies an important place in the national economy of India in 
general and Eastern Region in particular i.e. West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha, Assam, 
Tripura, Meghalaya, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. It is one of the major industries 
in the eastern region, particularly in West Bengal. 

 The reservation norms under the Jute Packaging Material Act (JPM Act) provide for 
direct employment to 3.7 lakh workers and 40 lakh farmers in the Jute Sector. JPM 
Act, 1987 protects the interest of Jute farmers, workers and persons engaged in jute 
goods’ production.  

 75% of the total production of the Jute Industry is Jute Sacking Bags of which 90% is 
supplied to the Food Corporation of India (FCI) and State Procurement Agencies 
(SPAs) and the remaining is exported/sold directly. 

 

India & US hold 11th Defence Technology & Trade Initiative 
Group meeting  

 The 11thDefence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) Group meeting between 
India and the United States (US) was held on November 09, 2021.  

 The DTTI Group meetings are normally held twice a year, alternating between India 
and the US. However, this DTTI meeting was held via Video Teleconferencing 
consecutively for a second time on account of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The aim of the DTTI Group is to bring sustained leadership focus to the bilateral 
defence trade relationship and create opportunities for co-production and co-
development of defence equipment.  

 Four Joint Working Groups focused on land, naval, air and aircraft carrier 
technologies have been established under DTTI to promote mutually agreed projects 
within their domains.  

 The co-chairs were also pleased to note that since the last DTTI Group meeting in 
September 2020, the first Project Agreement for Air-Launched Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle under the Joint Working Group Air Systems was signed, which is a major 
accomplishment for DTTI.   

 To further encourage US and Indian industries to develop niche technologies under 
the DTTI Group, the Defence Industry Collaboration Forum (DICF) Virtual Expo was 
conducted on November 08, 2021.  

 This forum offers an opportunity for Indian and US industries to be directly involved in 
DTTI and facilitates dialogue between government and industry on issues that impact 
industrial collaboration.  
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CREDENCE IAS 

CREDENCE IAS has proved its credentials again!!  

“It is the Best Coaching Centre for KAS in Karnataka”.  

More than 100 Selections in KAS - 2015 batch.  

AC – 11, DYSP -6, ACCT-20, Tahasildar -16 

 


