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1. PM announces Jan 16 as National Start-up Day 
 

 India Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that 16th January will be celebrated 
as National Start-Ups Day. 

 Highlighting the importance of startups in the nation's progress, the Prime 
Minister said, the country's startups are changing the rules of the game and 
these startups are going to be the backbone of New India. He said, the golden 
era of India's start-ups is starting now.  

 He said, this decade is being called the techade of India and the government 
is taking concrete steps to strengthen the innovation, entrepreneurship and 
start-up ecosystem across the country.   

 Over 150 startups have been divided into six working groups based on 
several themes. These include Growing from Roots, Nudging the DNA, From 
Local to Global, Technology of the Future, Building Champions in 
Manufacturing and Sustainable Development. 

 The interaction is aimed to understand how startups can contribute to the 
national needs by driving innovation in the country. 

 

2. “Purple Revolution” 
 

 
 The “Purple Revolution” is Jammu & Kashmir’s contribution to "Start-

ups India", an initiative that was launched by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2016 and today we are observing the first National Start-up 
Day. 

 The Aroma Mission launched by the Union Ministry of Science & 
Technology through the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 
(CSIR), has led to the well-known “Purple Revolution” in India. 

Economy 
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 The CSIR had, to begin with introduced high-value essential oil bearing 
lavender crop through its Jammu based laboratory, Indian Institute of 
Integrative Medicines (IIIM) for cultivation in districts Doda, Kishtwar, 
Rajouri and later also in the other districts including Ramban, Pulwama, 
etc.  

 In a brief span of time, aroma/lavender cultivation has become a 
popular option in farming for agricultural Start-up. 

 

3. Design Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme from domestic 
semiconductor chip design firms 
 

 With an overall vision to create a vibrant ecosystem for Semiconductor 
Chip Design in the country, the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
(MeitY) is seeking applications from 100 domestic companies, start-ups 
and MSMEs under its Design Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme. 

 Under the DLI Scheme, which was announced by MeitY in December, 
financial incentives and design infrastructure support will be extended to 
domestic companies, startups and MSMEs across various stages of 
development and deployment of semiconductor design for Integrated 
Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips (SoCs), Systems & IP Cores 
and semiconductor linked design for over a period of 5 years. 

 The scheme aims to nurture at least 20 domestic companies involved in 
semiconductor design and facilitate them to achieve turnover of more 
than ₹1500 Crore in the next 5 years. 

 C-DAC (Centre for Development of Advanced Computing), a scientific 
society operating under MeitY, will serve as the nodal agency for 
implementation of the DLI scheme. 

 The scheme has three components –  
o Chip Design infrastructure support,  
o Product Design Linked Incentive and  
o Deployment Linked Incentive. 

 

4. Railways Launches ‘Mission Amanat’ For Passengers to Find 
Out Lost Belongings 
 

 The Western Railway has come to the rescue of the passengers and 
has launched a new service called Mission Amanat.  

 In this new service, the Western Railway said that the Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) will locate the lost luggage of railway 
passengers and upload a photo and description of the belongings on 
the website. And then the passengers can then identify and retrieve 
their luggage. 

 The rail passengers who want to get back their lost belongings first 
need to go to the Western Railway website — 
http://wr.indianrailways.gov.in. 
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 Then, they need to click on the “Mission Amanat – RPF” tab. 
 Notably, the RPF shares the details of the missing items, as well as 

photos. 
 If the passengers find their belongings on the website, then they can 

claim them by providing proof of ownership. 
 

5. PM delivers ‘State of the World’ special address at the World 
Economic Forum’s Davos Agenda 
 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi delivered a ‘State of the World’ 
special address at the World Economic Forum’s Davos Agenda. 

 The Prime Minister said that India is providing a record number of 
software engineers. More than 50 lakh software developers are working 
in India.  

 He informed that India has the third largest number of unicorns today. 
More than 10 thousand start-ups have registered during the last six 
months.  

 He also talked about India's huge, safe and successful digital payments 
platform and informed that in the last month itself more than 4.4 billion 
transactions took place through Unified Payments Interface.  

 India has deregulated areas like Drones, Space, Geo-spatial mapping 
and has brought reforms in the outdated telecom regulation related to 
the IT and BPO sectors. 

 

6. New Rehabilitation & Resettlement Policy of NLC India Ltd 
 

 Union Minister of Coal, Mines and Parliamentary Affairs Shri Pralhad 
Joshi said that NLC India Ltd, a Navratna public sector enterprise under 
the Ministry of Coal has been playing a pivotal role in ensuring India’s 
energy security during the last six decades of performance.  

 The Minister was virtually launching the new rehabilitation & 
resettlement (R&R) policy applicable to land owners of NLCIL mines 
area.  

 Lauding the efforts of NLCIL and Tamil Nadu Government in framing a 
very flexible rehabilitation policy with multiple options available to the 
affected people, Minister Shri Joshi ensured that compensation to the 
affected villagers will be based on fair and transparent process. 

 The new policy has provisions for enhanced amenities to project 
affected families. Shri Joshi pointed out that NLCL has signed an MOU 
with Tamil Nadu government to impart skill development to the youth 
under the Skill India Mission.  
Background 

 NLCIL commenced its operations in Tamil Nadu way back in 1956 in 
lignite mining and lignite-based power generation.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Over a period of more than six decades, the company has diversified 
into coal-based Power Generation, Renewable Power Primarily Solar 
and Coal Mining.   

 In this process, the Company has made a PAN India presence with 
50.60 MTPA mining and 6,061 MW power generating capacity. 

 

7. Training programme on “Bamboo Shoot Processing and 
Preservation” conducted by the NECBDC from 13th to 17th, 
December 2021 
 

 North East Cane And Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC) 
sponsored a training programme on “Bamboo Shoot Processing and 
Preservation” which was conducted by the NECBDC empanelled cluster 
M/s Delicacies food processing Center, Meghalaya the same venue 
from 13th to 17th, December 2021. 

 The primary goal for such training is to empower the women and other 
rural folks to have means to a decent livelihood. 
North East Cane And Bamboo Development Council (NECBDC) 

 Formerly known as the ‘Cane and Bamboo Development Council’ 
(CBDC), NECBDC was incorporated with the objective of organizing the 
hitherto untapped bamboo sector of North East India. 

 The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has huge Bamboo reserves 
that can boost its economy in the future. 
National Bamboo Mission (NBM): 

 The mission was launched in April 2018. 
 It aims to-increase the area under bamboo cultivation and also adopting 

regional based strategies to promote bamboo products. 
 The NBM envisages promoting holistic growth of the bamboo sector by 

adopting the area-based, regionally differentiated strategy and 
increasing the area under bamboo cultivation and marketing. 

 The NBM will be a sub-scheme of the National Mission on Sustainable 
Agriculture (NMSA) under the umbrella scheme Krishonnati Yojana. 

 

8. SAMARTH (Sustainable Agrarian Mission on use of Agro 
Residue in Thermal Power Plants) 
 

 Union Power Secretary  chaired the second meeting of Steering 
Committee for SAMARTH i.e. National Mission on Use of Biomass in 
coal based thermal Power Plants on 14.01.2022.  

 He reviewed the status of biomass co-firing and progress of the actions 
being taken to promote the co-firing in the thermal power plants in the 
meeting. 

 In order to reduce stubble burning and to reduce carbon footprint of 
Thermal Power Plants while increasing the income of farmers, 
Government of India has taken various proactive steps with the 
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establishment of National Mission on Use of Biomass in Thermal Power 
Plants.  

 The agro-residue/ biomass, earlier considered as a waste product, has 
now begun to produce zero-carbon electricity for the citizens of the 
country.  

 In turn farmers are getting additional income by selling the stubble/ 
biomass for conversion into torrefied/ non-torrefied biomass pellets.  

 For overall monitoring of the Mission and to facilitate the Mission on 
inter-ministerial issues/constraints, a Steering Committee under the 
chairmanship of the Secretary, Ministry of Power (MoP) has been 
constituted. 

 The Ministry of Power's policy on “Biomass Utilization for Power 
Generation through Co-firing in Coal based Power Plants” issued in 
October 2021 mandates all thermal power plants in the country to use 5 
to 10% biomass along with coal for power production. The policy has 
started showing promising results. 

 

9. Over 76500 ‘Agri Nutri Gardens’ established under Agri Nutri 
Garden Week 
 

 
 Over 76 thousand 500 ‘Agri Nutri Gardens’ have been established 

under the Agri Nutri Garden Week’ as against the target of 7 thousand 
500.  

 Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihood Mission (DAY-
NRLM) observed this week from 10th to 17th of january 2022.  

 It is the Mission’s agenda to support every rural poor household to have 
an Agri Nutri Garden to fulfill the family’s nutritional needs. Excess 
production can also be sold for income generation. 

 In line with Prime Minister’s vision of enhancing strength of Rural 
Economy and his clarion call of Atma Nirbhar Bharat, Rural India is 
showing the way with establishment of over 78 lakh Agri Nutri Gardens 
towards ensuring Food and Nutritional Security in Rural India.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 A total of 76,664 ‘Agri Nuti Gardens’ were established this week against 
the target of 7500. 

 The initiative is also helping in promoting nutritional awareness, 
education and behavioral change in rural areas involving farm women 
and school children, harnessing traditional knowledge through the local 
recipe to overcome malnutrition and implementing nutrition-sensitive 
agriculture through homestead agriculture and Nutri-garden. 

 

Solar Rooftop Scheme 

 
 The Union Minister of Power and New & Renewable Energy Shri R.K 

Singh reviewed the progress of the Roof Top Scheme on 19th January 
2022.   

 After the review, the Minister gave directions for simplifying the RoofTop 
Scheme, so that the people are able to access it easily.   

 He has directed that henceforth, it will not be necessary for any 
household to get the rooftop installed by any of the listed vendors.   

 The households may also install the roof top by themselves or get the 
rooftop installed by any vendor of their choice, and inform the 
distribution company about the installation along with a photograph of 
the system which has been installed.  

 The intimation to the DISCOM of the installation of the roof top can be 
given either in the material form through a letter / application or on the 
designated website which has been set up by every DISCOM and by 
the Govt. of India for the RoofTop Scheme.   

 The distribution company will ensure that the net metering will be 
provided within 15 days of the information being received.   

 The subsidy to be given by the Govt. of India which is 40% for roof top 
of upto 3 KW capacity and 20% beyond that upto 10 KW will be credited 
to the account of the householder by the DISCOM within 30 days of the 
installation.   

http://www.credenceias.com/
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1. Double Engine Government 

 The BJP has frequently used the phrase ‘double engine government’ during 
campaigns for various state Assembly elections.  

 The party first used the expression during the 2014 Haryana and 
Maharashtra Assembly elections, which took place after six months of the 
Lok Sabha elections: BJP leaders appealed to voters to choose the 
same party (BJP or NDA) in these states as the one ruling at the 
Centre for better development of their states.  

 The same appeal was echoed in subsequent Assembly elections.  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has repeated the need for a ‘double engine 

government’ for better development of the states during his election 
campaigns in Tripura, Assam, West Bengal and most recently in Uttar 
Pradesh and Goa, where elections are scheduled during February-March 
2022. 

 

National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) 

 
 In order to promote inclusive good governance, strengthening of local 

institutions and implementation of government programmes, the 
National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG), Government of India 
and National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRD & 
PR), Hyderabad signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
Monday, 17th Jan’22. 

 The main purpose of having this agreement is to focus on different 
collaborative activities by drawing upon the strengths of these two 

Polity and Governance  
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national institutions for bringing better good governance mechanisms 
into practice across all programmes and schemes. 

 The National Centre for Good Governance (NCGG) is an autonomous 
institute under the aegis of the Department of Administrative Reforms 
and Public Grievances, Government of India. Its head office is at New 
Delhi and its registered office at Mussoorie. 

 NCGG was constituted in February, 2014 by upgrading National 
Institute of Administrative Research (NIAR), the arm of LBSNAA-the 
IAS Training Academy at Mussoorie. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. India-Israel to widen scope of Industrial R&D & Technological 
Innovation Fund 

 
 Further strengthening the Indo-Israel relations, Experts from both 

countries deliberated on widening the scope of the India-Israel Industrial 
R&D and Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) at its 8th Governing Body 
meeting.  

 They approved three joint R&D projects totaling 5.5 million $ and 
proposed measures to create a larger India-Israel collaborative 
ecosystem. 

 The projects were titled Centrally Monitored IoT Nanosensors for 
Molecular Diagnostics in Healthcare and Screening Applications, 
NoMoreMos- a mosquito control biological solution, and IoT enabled 
satellite communication for real-time agriculture and environment data 
collection across India. 
About India-Israel Industrial R&D and Technological Innovation 
Fund: 

 India-Israel Industrial R&D and Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) 
fund is a collaboration between the Department of Science and 

International Relations  
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Technology (DST), and the Israel Innovation Authority, to promote, 
facilitate and support joint industrial R&D projects between companies 
from India and Israel to address the challenges in the agreed ‘Focus 
Sectors’.  

 The goal of I4F is to promote, facilitate and support joint industrial R&D, 
which would lead to the co-development and commercialization of 
innovative technologies that can benefit both nations.  

 The Global Innovation & Technology Alliance (GITA) is appointed to 
implement the I4F program in India, while the Israel Innovation Authority 
is the implementing agency in Israel. 
About Indo-Israeli Agriculture Project: 

 In the agricultural sector, both countries have jointly developed new 
crop varieties and share post-harvest technologies following the 
success of the 10-year-old Indo-Israeli Agriculture Project (IIAP) whose 
accomplishments include the successful growing of cherry tomatoes in 
Haryana, rejuvenating mango orchards in Maharashtra, and 
demonstrating to Indian farmers the effectiveness of state-of-the-art 
irrigation technologies. 

 

2. India & Denmark agree to work together on green fuels 
including green hydrogen 

 

 
 India & Denmark agreed to initiate joint research and development on 

green fuels including green hydrogen, during the Joint S&T Committee 
meeting on 14th January 2022. 

 The Joint Committee discussed national strategic priorities and 
developments in Science, Technology, and Innovation of both countries 
with a special focus on green solutions of the future - strategy for 
investments in green research, technology, and innovation at the virtual 
meeting. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 The committee emphasised on development of bilateral collaboration on 
mission-driven research, innovation, and technology development, 
including climate and green transition, energy, water, waste, food, and 
so on as agreed by the two Prime Ministers while adopting the Green 
Strategic Partnership – Action Plan 2020-2025.  

 The Joint Committee also reviewed the progress of the ongoing projects 
of the last two joint calls being implemented in the areas of energy 
research; water; cyber-physical systems, and bioresources & secondary 
agriculture. 

 

India - Mauritius Relations 

 
 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the Prime Minister of Mauritius, 

Mr. Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, today jointly inaugurated the Social 
Housing Units Project in Mauritius.  

 This project has been implemented as part of the vibrant development 
partnership between India and Mauritius.  

 On this occasion, the two Prime Ministers also took part in a virtual 
foundation stone laying ceremony for two other projects - construction 
of a state-of-the-art Civil Service College and a 8 MW Solar PV Farm - 
also undertaken as part of India's development support. Explanation  

 The Civil Service College project, located in Reduit, is being financed 
through a grant support of US$ 4.74 million, under an MoU signed in 
2017 during the visit of Prime Minister of Mauritius Pravind Jugnauth to 
India.  

 The 8 MW Solar PV Farm project involves the installation of 25,000 PV 
cells to generate approximately 14 GWh of green energy annually, to 
electrify approximately 10,000 Mauritian households with an estimated 
avoidance of 13,000 tons of CO2 emissions every year, helping 
Mauritius mitigate the effects of climate change. 

 There was also an exchange of two key bilateral agreements: 
Agreement for the extension of USD 190 million Line of Credit from the 
Government of India to the Government of Mauritius for the Metro 
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Express and other infrastructure projects and MoU on the 
Implementation of Small Development Projects. 

 

Suspected drone attack on Abu Dhabi by Yemen rebels kills 
two Indians 

 
 Two Indians were among three people killed in a suspected drone 

attack carried out by the Iran-backed Houthi militant group on three 
petroleum tankers in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab 
Emirates. 

 The attack was claimed by the Iran-backed Houthi rebels of Yemen. 
Indians were not the target of the attack. 

 Yemen is located at the junction of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, its 
coastline commanding the strategic strait of Bab al-Mandab. The 
country has been wracked by civil war for more than seven years now, 
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and the Houthis control the western part of the country, including the 
capital Sana’a. 

 The war involves several nations directly or indirectly, and the attack in 
Abu Dhabi spotlights the multiple conflicts that are playing out in Yemen 
and the wider region as a whole. 

 The Houthis are a large clan belonging to the Zaidi Shia sect, with roots 
in Yemen’s northwestern Saada province. Zaidis make up around 35 
per cent of Yemen’s population. 

 The Zaidis ruled over Yemen for over a thousand years until 1962, 
when they were overthrown and a civil war followed, which lasted until 
1970. The Houthi clan began to revive the Zaidi tradition from the 
1980s, resisting the increasing influence of the Salafists, who were 
funded by the state. 

 

 

 

 

1. Tonga hit by tsunami after volcanic eruption 

 
 The Pacific country of Tonga experienced a large volcanic eruption 

Saturday followed by a tsunami that flooded parts of the capital, 
Nuku’alofa, which lies just 65km north of the volcano. 

 According to the US-based Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, the surge 
wave reached a height of 2.7 feet in Nuku’alofa.  

 The eruption of the Hunga Tonga-Hunga Haʻapai volcano sent 
shockwaves across the South Pacific. 

Geography 
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 Hunga Tonga–Hunga Haʻapai is a submarine volcano in the South 
Pacific located about 30 km south of the submarine volcano of 
Fonuafoʻou and 65 km (40 mi) north of Tongatapu, Tonga's main 
island.  

 It is part of the highly active Kermadec-Tonga subduction zone and its 
associated volcanic arc, which extends from New Zealand north-
northeast to Fiji, and is formed by the subduction of the Pacific Plate 
under the Indo-Australian Plate.  

 It lies about 100 km (62 mi) above a very active seismic zone. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1. A grand statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose to be installed 
at India Gate 
 

 
 In order to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of the great 

freedom fighter Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and as part of the year-
long celebrations, the government has decided to install a grand statue 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at India Gate.  

 The statue, made of granite, shall be a fitting tribute to the immense 
contribution of Netaji in our freedom struggle, and would be a symbol of 
the country’s indebtedness to him.  

 Till the work for the statue is completed, a hologram statue of Netaji will 
be present at the same place. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will 
unveil the hologram statue of Netaji at India Gate on 23rd January, 
2022.                          

 The hologram statue will be powered by a 30,000 lumens 4K projector.  
 An invisible, high gain, 90% transparent holographic screen has been 

erected in such a way so that it is not visible to visitors. The 3D image of 
Netaji will be projected on it to create the effect of a hologram. The size 
of the hologram statue is 28 feet in height and 6 feet in width. 
Subhas Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskars 

 During the programme, Prime Minister will also confer the Subhas 
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskars, for the years 2019, 2020, 

History 
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2021 and 2022 in the investiture ceremony. A total of seven awards will 
be presented during the ceremony. 

 The Union government has instituted the annual Subhas Chandra Bose 
Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar to recognize and honour the invaluable 
contribution and selfless service rendered by individuals and 
organisations in India in the field of disaster management.  

 The award is announced every year on 23rd January.  
 The award carries a cash prize of Rs. 51 lakh and a certificate in case 

of an institution and Rs. 5 lakh and a certificate in case of an individual. 
 

Amar Jawan Jyoti 
 The government has put out the eternal flame of the Amar Jawan Jyoti 

underneath India Gate and merged it with the one instituted at the 
National War Memorial in 2019 a few hundred meters away. 
What was the Amar Jawan Jyoti and why was it constructed? 

 The eternal flame at the Amar Jawan Jyoti underneath India Gate in 
central Delhi was an iconic symbol of the nation’s tributes to the soldiers 
who have died for the country in various wars and conflicts since 
Independence. 

 Established in 1972, it was to mark India’s victory over Pakistan in the 
1971 War, which resulted in the creation of Bangladesh. The then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi had inaugurated it on Republic Day 1972, after 
India defeated Pakistan in December 1971. 

 The key elements of the Amar Jawan Jyoti included a black marble 
plinth, a cenotaph, which acted as a tomb of the unknown soldier. The 
plinth had an inverted L1A1 self-loading rifle with a bayonet, on top of 
which was a soldier’s war helmet.  

 The installation had four urns on it, with four burners. On normal days 
one of the four burners were kept alive, but on important days like 
Republic Day, all four burners were lit. These burners were what is 
called the eternal flame, and it was never allowed to be extinguished. 
How was the eternal flame kept burning? 

 For 50 years the eternal flame had been burning underneath India Gate, 
without being extinguished. But on Friday, the flame was finally put off, 
as it was merged with another eternal flame at the National War 
Memorial. 

 Since 1972, when it was inaugurated, it used to be kept alive with the 
help of cylinders of liquified petroleum gas, or LPG. One cylinder could 
keep one burner alive for a day and a half. 

 In 2006 that was changed. Through a project that cost around Rs 6 
lakh, the fuel for the flames was changed from LPG to piped natural 
gas, or PNG. It is through this piped gas that the flame marking the 
tribute to Indian soldiers had been kept alive eternally. 
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1. 10th Century stone idol of Goat Head Yogini to return home 
 

 
 India’s 10th century stone idol is set to return home. Union Culture 

Minister G Kishan Reddy informed that the stone idol of Goat Head 
Yogini, illegally removed from a temple in Lokhari, Banda, Uttar 
Pradesh is being returned to India. 

 The idol was illegally removed sometime in the 1980s.  
About the Idol 

 Installed in Lokhari temple, the goat-headed Yogini sculpture originally 
belonged to a group of stone deities in sandstone.  

 These were also studied by Indian scholar Vidya Dahejia on behalf of 
the National Museum in New Delhi in 1986.  

 It was later published under the title, Yogini Cult, and Temples: A 
Tantric Tradition. 

 Yoginis are a group of powerful female divinities associated with the 
Tantrik mode of worship. They are worshipped as a group, often 64, 
and are believed to possess infinite powers. 

 The sculpture had briefly surfaced in the art market in London in 1988.  
 Later in October 2021, the High Commission of India received 

information about the finding of a goat-headed Yogini Sculpture that had 
matched the description of the Lokhari set, in the garden of a private 
residence near London. 
 

 

Culture 
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2. PM Modi pays tributes to Tamil poet, philosopher Thiruvalluvar 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to the Tamil poet and 

philosopher Thiruvalluvar on Thiruvalluvar Day, 15th January. 
 His ideals are insightful and practical... they stand out for their diverse 

nature and intellectual depth.  
 Thiruvalluvar is regarded as a cultural icon. His most popular work is a 

collection of couplets on politics, ethics, economy, and love, called 
"Thirukkuaaa". 

 To honour his contribution, Thiruvalluvar Day is observed either on 
January 15 or 16 as a part of the Pongal celebrations.  

 While a lot is not known about the life of Thiruvalluvar, it is believed that 
he used to live in the town of Mylapore, which in today's time is a 
neighbourhood in Chennai. 

 

3. PM to inaugurate new Circuit House at Somnath 

 
 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will inaugurate the new Circuit 

House at Somnath on 21st January, 2022. The inauguration will be 
followed by the Prime Minister’s address on the occasion.  

 Somnath Temple is visited by lakhs of devotees from India and abroad 
every year. The need for the new Circuit House was felt as the existing 
government facility was located far off from the temple.  

 The new Circuit House has been built at a cost of over Rs 30 crore and 
is located near the Somnath Temple.  

 It is equipped with top class facilities including suites, VIP and deluxe 
rooms, conference room, auditorium hall etc.  
Somnath Temple 
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 The Somnath temple, also called Somanātha temple or Deo Patan, is 

located in Prabhas Patan, Veraval in Gujarat, India.  
 One of the most sacred pilgrimage sites for the Hindus, they believe it to 

be the first among the twelve Jyotirlinga shrines of Shiva. 
 Reconstructed several times in the past after repeated destruction by 

several Muslim invaders and rulers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Composite Regional Centre (CRC) for Skill Development, 
Rehabilitation & Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities at 
Kozhikode 

 Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) 
(DEPwD) is going to launch its first bi-monthly E-Newsletter during the 
inauguration of main building of Composite Regional Centre for Skill 
Development, Rehabilitation & Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRC), Kozhikode on 18th January, 2022. 

 CRC in Kozhikode was established in 2012 by the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment, Government of India under the 
administrative control of National Institute for Empowerment of Persons 
with Multiple Disabilities (NIEPMD), Chennai (an autonomous Institute 
under the administrative control of DEPwD) as its outreach/ extension 
centre.  

 At present, the services of the Centre are being operated from a rented 
building with a total area of 5000 sq ft of space with 12 rooms available 
for services. 

Social issue 
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 The building is equipped with facilities for the departments of 
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Special Education, Units of 
Prosthetic and Orthotics, Vocational Rehabilitation and Training, 
Rehabilitation, Multipurpose halland hall for Group Therapy. It also 
houses a full-fledged Cross Disability Early Intervention Center.  

 The first floor has facilities for departments of Clinical psychology, 
Speech therapy & audiology, Conference hall, Auditorium, Library and 
eight class rooms. 

 

2. Streets for People and Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge 
 

 The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) organised an 
online event wherein it announced eleven winning cities for the Streets 
for People Challenge, and ten winning cities for the pilot stage of the 
Nurturing Neighbourhoods Challenge.  

 These cities will now enter the scale-up stage of the challenge wherein 
the projects undertaken in the pilot stage will now be scaled up in a 
sustainable manner.  

 At the event, the Ministry also launched Season-2 of India 
Cycles4Change and Streets for People Challenges and a book titled 
“Nurturing Neighborhoods Challenge: Stories from the Field”.   

 Since 2020, the Smart Cities Mission (SCM) has been anchoring inter-
city challenges to make public spaces more people-friendly. This is in 
line with the 2006 National Urban Transport Policy, which called for a 
paradigm shift from car-centric roads to people-centric streets.  

 Over the past 18 months, these challenges vis. Cycles4Change and 
Streets for People have transformed into a nationwide movement 
beyond the 100 Smart Cities. 

 Under the ‘Streets for people Challenge’, 38 cites piloted re-
imaginations of an important street each by prioritizing them for 
pedestrians. 

 

3. How the Supreme Court has interpreted inheritance of 
daughters 
 

 The Supreme Court said the daughters of a male Hindu dying without a 
will would be entitled to inherit self-acquired and other properties 
obtained in the partition by the father.  

 The court also said that such daughters would get preference over other 
collateral members of the family such as sons and daughters of 
brothers of the deceased father.  

 The judgement dealt with the property rights of Hindu women and 
widows under the Hindu Succession Act. 

 If a property of a male Hindu dying intestate (without a will) is a self-
acquired property or obtained in the partition of a coparcenary or a 
family property, the same would devolve by inheritance and not by 
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survivorship, and a daughter of such a male Hindu would be entitled to 
inherit such property in preference to other collaterals (such as 
sons/daughters of brothers of deceased father). 
 

How did the court reach the conclusion? 
 

 Tracing the sources of customary Hindu law on inheritance, the court 
discussed Mitakshara law and looked into among others to ‘Vyavastha 
Chandrika’, a digest of Hindu Law by Shyama Charan Sarkar Vidya 
Bhushan which quoted ‘Vrihaspati’ as saying ‘the wife is pronounced 
successor to the wealth of her husband; in her default, the daughter. As 
a son, so does the daughter of a man proceed from his several limbs. 
How then, should any other person (b) take her father’s wealth?”. 

 The SC also noted that the book quoted Manu as saying “the son of a 
man is even as himself, and the daughter is equal to the son. How then 
can any other inherit his property, notwithstanding the survival of her, 
who is, as it were, himself.” 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Fourth Asia Ministerial Conference on Tiger Conservation 

 Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Bhupender 
Yadav stated that the natural resources dependent community is an 
important aspect of tiger conservation and the ‘people agenda’ ranks 
prominently in India’s ‘tiger agenda’.  

 The Minister was speaking at the 4th Asia Ministerial Conference on 
tiger conservation, an important event for reviewing progress towards 
the Global Tiger Recovery Programme and commitments to tiger 
conservation. 

 The Government of Malaysia and Global Tiger Forum (GTF) for organiz 
the 4th Asia Ministerial Conference on tiger conservation. 

 He appreciated the efforts of the Government of Malaysia in creating a 
role model for mitigation measures with respect to linear infrastructure 
in tiger habitat, in the form of “Central Spine and landscape level 
planning. 

 The Minister said that India will facilitate Tiger Range Countries towards 
the finalisation of the New Delhi declaration for the Global Tiger Summit 
to be held at Vladivostok, Russia later this year. 

  A “Pre-Tiger Summit” meeting was held at New Delhi in 2010, wherein 
the draft declaration on tiger conservation for the Global Tiger Summit 
was finalised. 

 Stating that India has achieved the remarkable feat of doubling the tiger 
population in 2018 itself, 4 years ahead of the targeted year 2022, Shri 

Environment and Ecology 
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Yadav informed that the model of success of India’s tiger governance is 
now being replicated for other wildlife like the Lion, Dolphin, Leopard, 
Snow Leopard and other small wild cats, while the country is on the 
threshold of introducing Cheetah in its historical range. 

 The budgetary allocation for tiger conservation has increased from Rs 
185 crore in 2014 to Rs 300 crore in 2022 and informed that 14 Tiger 
Reserves in India have already been awarded with international CA|TS 
accreditation and efforts are on to bring in more Tiger Reserves under 
CA|TS accreditation. 

 India is one of the Founding members of the intergovernmental platform 
of Tiger Range Countries – Global Tiger Forum, and over the years, 
GTF has expanded its programme on multiple thematic areas, while 
working closely with the Government of India, tiger states in India and 
tiger range countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. South Africa launches its first indigenously developed 
satellite  

 South Africa has launched its first satellite constellation developed 
entirely in the continent of Africa, a move hailed by the country's 
Science and Innovation Minister Blade Nzimande as a milestone. 

 Three locally produced nanosatellites, which made up the country's first 
Maritime Domain Awareness Satellite (MDASat) constellation, were 
launched from Cape Canaveral in the United States as part of American 
aerospace company SpaceX's Transporter-3 mission. 

 Transporter-3, SpaceX's third dedicated rideshare mission, carried a 
total of 105 spacecraft for various organisations and governments, 
including CubeSats, microsats, Pocket Cubes.                        and orbital 
transfer vehicles. 

 The full MDASat constellation will be an operational constellation of nine 
cube satellites that will detect, identify and monitor vessels in near real-
time in support of South African maritime domain awareness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science and Technology 
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1. BrahMos supersonic cruise missile 

 
 In the first export order for the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile 

system, Philippines has approved a $374.96 million contract for the 
purchase of a shore-based anti-ship variant of the missile from India, 
while discussions are ongoing with a few other Southeast Asian 
countries.  

 Secretary of National Defence of Philippines, Delfin Lorenzana has 
signed the ‘Notice of award’ for the purchase, the contract for which is 
expected to be signed very soon. 

 Negotiated with the Government of India, it includes the delivery of 
three batteries, training for operators and maintainers as well as the 
necessary Integrated Logistics Support (ILS) package. 

 The coastal defence regiment of the Philippine Marines will be the 
primary employer of this modern strategic defense capability of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines. 

 There is interest in acquiring BrahMos missiles from several countries 
and negotiations are in advanced stages with Indonesia and Thailand. 

 BrahMos is a joint collaboration between India and Russia and is 
capable of being launched from land, sea, sub-sea and air against 
surface and sea-based targets and has been long inducted by the 
Indian armed forces. 

Defence and Security 
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 The range of the missile was originally capped at 290 kms as per 
obligations of the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). 

 

2. Virat, Darmi and Heena awarded Army Chief Commendation 

 

 
 Virat, Darmi and Heena were awarded the Chief of the Army Staff 

Commendation on the eve of Army Day on January 15 for their 
exemplary service.  

 Virat is a horse with the President’s Bodyguard (PBG), while Darmi and 
Heena are Army dogs. 

 Virat, a Hanoverian breed, was issued to the PBG on September 12, 
2000. He performed his duties as the Commandant’s Charger for over a 
decade and awed spectators, including foreign dignitaries, with his 
trademark poise and confidence. 
Army dogs 

 The Army has eight different trades of dogs: tracker, guard, mine 
detection, explosive detection, infantry patrol, avalanche rescue 
operations, search and rescue, assault and narcotic detection. 

 Darmi was pressed into service for a search and rescue operation at a 
post on the Siachen Glacier on April 25 last year.  

 Heena, a Labrador retriever, is a tracker aged five years and is highly 
loyal, even tempered, intelligent, highly obedient and exceptionally 
reliable. In February 2021, Heena was part of an extensive search 
operation along the Line of Control in Kashmir after an infiltrator was 
eliminated, the officer said. 
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3. Brahmos missile test-fired validating several new indigenous 
systems: DRDO 

 
 THE Brahmos Supersonic Cruise Missile was test-fired from the 

Integrated Test Range (ITR) off the coast of Odisha validating several 
new indigenous systems, the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) said. 

 The DRDO said, “BrahMos supersonic cruise missile with increased 
indigenous content and improved performance was successfully test 
fired at 10.30 am from Integrated Test Range, Chandipur off the coast 
of Odisha on January 20.  

 The launch was conducted by Brahmos Aerospace in close 
coordination with DRDO teams. In this text book flight, the missile 
followed the predicted trajectory meeting all mission objectives.” 

 The missile was equipped with the advanced indigenous technologies 
and followed a modified optimal trajectory for enhanced efficiency and 
improved performance. The missile with the modified control system 
has been fine tuned to achieve an enhanced capability. 

 A combination of the names of Brahmaputra and Moskva rivers, 
BrahMos missiles are designed, developed and produced by BrahMos 
Aerospace, a joint venture company set up by DRDO and NPOM of 
Russia.  

 The first test launch of the initial version of Brahmos took place in 2001. 
Various types of the BrahMos including those which can be fired from 
land, warships, submarines and Sukhoi-30 fighter jets have already 
been developed and successfully tested since then. 

 On December 8 2021, the Air version of BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missile was successfully test fired from the Indian Air Force’s frontline 
fighter aircraft Sukhoi-30 MKI clearing the system for the serial 
production within the country. 
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1. Virat Kohli steps down as Indian Cricket Team's Test 
Captain 

 
 Virat Kohli has stepped down as the Test captain of the Indian Men's 

cricket team. The decision comes after the series defeat against South 
Africa.    

 Kohli replaced MS Dhoni as the captain of the Indian team and became 
the most successful Test captain with 40 wins in 68 matches.  

 Under his dynamic captaincy India became a formidable  force and 
dominated every team at home. He became the first-ever Asian captain 
to win a Test series in Australia. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1. World Bank and Consumer Technology Association’s Global 
Women’s Health Tech Awards 

 Two start-ups supported by the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance 
Council have received the World Bank Group and the Consumer Technology 
Association’s Global Women’s Health Tech Awards.  

 The start ups are NIRAMAI Health Analytics Pvt. Ltd. and InnAccel 
Technologies Pvt. Ltd.  

Sports News  
 

Awards 
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 These awards recognise innovative startups that leverage technology to 
improve women’s health and safety in emerging markets.  

 Department of Biotechnology’s Secretary Rajesh Gokhale said that as a 
funding agency, these success stories are a validation about the impact 
the department has created. 

 NIRAMAI Health Analytics Pvt. Ltd was selected for its novel software-
based medical device that detects early-stage breast cancer in a simple 
and private way on women of all age groups and breast densities. The 
solution developed is a low cost, accurate, automated, portable, 
contactless, radiation-free, and painless cancer screening tool with no 
known side effects.  

 InnAccel Technologies Pvt Ltd. was adjudged the winner for Fetal Lite. 
It is a next-generation, AI-powered fetal heart rate monitor based on 
fetal ECG signal extraction technology for mothers in labour or post 37 
weeks of gestation.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. INDIAN ARMY CELEBRATES 74TH ARMY DAY 

 
 The Indian Army celebrated its 74th Army Day today.  
 Every year, 15 January is commemorated as “Army Day” to remember 

the occasion when General (later Field Marshal) KM Cariappa took over 
the command of the Indian Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the last 
British Commander-in-Chief in 1949 and became the first Indian 
Commander-in-Chief of Independent India. 

 The Indian Army’s theme for the year 2022, “In Stride with the Future”, 
is an acknowledgement of the increasingly critical role played by niche 
and disruptive technologies in modern warfare.           

 During the celebrations on Saturday, which also included a parade and 
an address by Army Chief Gen M M Naravane, the new combat uniform 
for the Indian Army was unveiled. 

Important days 
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How is the new uniform different from the Army’s old 
uniform? 

 The main changes in the new uniform, compared to the old one that has 
been in use since 2008, are with regard to the camouflage pattern, 
design, and the use of a new material. 

 While the new unique camouflage pattern retains the combination of the 
same colours — olive green and earthy shades — the pattern is digital 
now.  

 It has been designed keeping in mind the many kinds of operational 
conditions that the soldiers function in, from deserts to high-altitude 
areas, jungles and plains. 

 
 

 

 

 

1. PM Modi, others condole passing of doyen of kathak, Pandit 
Birju Maharaj 

 
 Kathak dancer and Padma Vibhushan awardee Pandit Birju Maharaj 

has passed away of a heart attack at the age of 83. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he was “deeply saddened” at the 

demise of Pandit Birju Maharaj and recognised the immense 
contribution the Kathak legend made to his art. 

 “Deeply saddened at the demise of Pandit Birju Maharaj ji, who gave 
Indian dance form a unique recognition across the world. His passing is 
an irreparable loss to the entire art world. My condolences to his family 
and fans in this hour of grief,” PM Modi tweeted in Hindi. 
Pandit Birju Maharaj 

Obituaries 
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 Pandit Birju Maharaj (born Brijmohan Nath Mishra; 4 February 1937 – 
17 January 2022) was an Indian dancer, composer, singer and 
exponent of the Lucknow "Kalka-Bindadin" Gharana of Kathak dance in 
India.  

 He was a descendant of the Maharaj family of Kathak dancers, which 
includes his two uncles, Shambhu Maharaj and Lachhu Maharaj, and 
his father and guru, Acchan Maharaj.  

 He also practised Hindustani classical music and was a vocalist. 
 After working along with his uncle, Shambhu Maharaj at Bhartiya Kala 

Kendra, later the Kathak Kendra, New Delhi, he remained head of the 
latter, for several years, till his retirement in 1998 when he opened his 
own dance school, Kalashram, also in Delhi. 

 

Padma Shri awardee Shanti Devi passes away 

 
 Shanti Devi, a well-known Gandhian and social worker from Odisha, 

passed away at Gunupur in Rayagada district of Odisha. She was 88.  
 She served the poor for six decades in the Maoist-dominated Rayagada 

district. 
 Shanti Devi was recently conferred with India’s third highest civilian 

honor, Padma Shri, by President Ram Nath Kovind for her six decades 
of service among poor and marginalized sections and upliftment of tribal 
girls.  

 She was known for her work on the eradication of Yaws, a chronic 
bacterial infection. 

 Born on April 18, 1934, in Balasore, Shanti Devi had moved to Koraput 
after her marriage to Dr Ratan Das at the age of 17. She started her 
career as a social worker with the support of her husband. 

 She met Gandhian follower Acharya Vinoba Bhave in 1955-56. Inspired 
by his ideology, she started working for the development of tribals, 
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destitute women and orphaned girls and took part in his Bhoodan 
Movement. 

 Devi started social work by founding an ashram at Gobarapalli in 
Rayagada district and worked for the development and education of 
tribal girls. Later, she shifted to Gunupur and founded the Seva Samaj 
ashram in 1964 to provide education to tribal girls. 

 

PM Modi Mourns Cartoonist Narayan Debnath's Death 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed his heartfelt condolences over 

the demise of acclaimed cartoonist Narayan Debnath.  
 Known for his creation of iconic Bengali comics, Debnath passed away 

in Kolkata at the age of 97 due to an age-related illness.  
 Narayan Debnath (25 November 1925 – 18 January 2022) was an 

Indian comics artist, writer and illustrator. 
 Debnath was known for creating comic characters like Bantul the Great, 

Handa Bhonda, and Nonte Phonte.  
 He reportedly held a record for Handa Bhonda as it became the 

longest-running comic. The comic was in circulation for 53 years. 
 Debnath had received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2013. The 

Government of India also honoured cartoonist Narayan Debnath with 
the Padma Shri in January 2021. He had also been felicitated by 
Bengal's highest honour Banga Bibhushan in 2013. 
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1. Karnataka's role to be bigger in driving our nation to $5-trillion 
economy, says CM Bommai 
 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai exuded confidence that the 
role of the State would be significant in leading the country to a five-
trillion dollar economy. 

 Karnataka's role will be much bigger in shaping the New India and a 
new economy of five trillion dollars in the coming years," Bommai said in 
his address on the occasion of National Startups Day on January 16. 

 Speaking about Karnataka, Bommai said the State is the most preferred 
destination for the startups as it provides opportunities for the new 
ventures to grow and flourish.  

 Karnataka is the hub of IT-BT based startups in the country. Of the 
54,000 startups nationwide, over 13,000 are in Karnataka alone. 

 Further, there is a startup cell in the State and programmes like Elevate-
100, Elevate-Unnati, Elevate-75 and Elevate-25 are aimed at giving fillip 
to the new ventures, said the Chief Minister. He added that about 450 
startups are getting about Rs 220 crore as government aid. 
Background 

 Elevate 2021 is an Idea2PoC Grant in aid scheme for startups as per 
the Karnataka Startup Policy 2015-2020. Elevate was intended to 
identify top innovative startups in Karnataka, who would be given 
Government support to scale up their product or solution so that they 
can elevate to the next level. 

 Elevate Unnati is an Idea2PoC Grant in aid scheme for Startups by 
SC/ST Entrepreneurs. Elevate Unnati is a social inclusion program to 
promote startups from SC/ST community. 

 

2. Karnataka's R-Day tableau to showcase handicrafts diversity 

 

State News 
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 Home to different forms of handicrafts dating back to several centuries, 
Karnataka will showcase its traditional artistic diversity in the form of a 
tableau during the 73rd Republic Day parade on Rajpath in New Delhi 
on January 26.  

 The state’s tableau ‘Karnataka: The Cradle of Traditional Handicrafts’ is 
the only tableau chosen from South India. Karnataka is among the 12 
states which got a chance to take part in the parade this year. 

 It is for a record 13th consecutive time that Karnataka will showcase its 
tableau during the parade. 

 The float will feature all the traditional handicrafts that have earned 
the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.  

 Karnataka has the highest number of GI tags in the country. Out of the 
346 products that have obtained GI tags in India, Karnataka accounts 
for 46. This is helping in the marketing and export of these products. 

 Sixteen such traditional artefacts that have GI tags will be showcased in 
the tableau. It will be a tribute to 50,000 plus artisans in different parts of 
the state working tirelessly to carry on the legacy of these products. 

 This apart, the tableau will feature acclaimed freedom fighter and social 
reformer Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, hailed as the ‘Mother of 
Traditional Handicrafts in India’. 

 The music for the tableau has been composed by Music Director 
Praveen D Rao. 

 

3. Interstate Water Disputes Act creating more disputes: 
Karnataka CM Basavaraj Bommai 
 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Monday asked the 
Centre to revisit the Interstate River Water Disputes Act saying the law 
“creates more disputes than resolving them”. 

 There are some legal interventions that are necessary. Our irrigation 
projects are delayed, bogged down by the Interstate Water Disputes 
Act. In fact, it creates more disputes than resolving them. Time has 
come to revisit this. 

 Bommai’s argument comes at a time when Karnataka is pushing for 
clearances on the Mekedatu project that Tamil Nadu has opposed. The 
state is also locked horns with Maharashtra, Goa and Andhra Pradesh 
when it comes to inter-state water disputes. 
Interstate River Water Disputes Act 

 The Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956 (IRWD Act) is an Act of 
the Parliament of India enacted under Article 262 of Constitution of India 
on the eve of reorganization of states on linguistic basis to resolve the 
water disputes that would arise in the use, control and distribution of an 
interstate river or river valley.   

 Article 262 of the Indian Constitution provides a role for the Central 
government in adjudicating conflicts surrounding inter-state rivers that 
arise among the state/regional governments.       
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4. In Karnataka, only the western side of the mountain is green 

 

 Eighteen districts of Karnataka have less than 15 percent of their total 
geographical area (GA) under forest cover, as per the India State of 
Forest Report, 2021 compiled by the Forest Survey of India (FSI). 

 While the FSI report paints a rosy picture of the state as one of the top 
five states to increase its forest cover (by 155 sq km) compared to 
2019. However, more than half of its 30 districts do not even have 50 
per cent of the forest cover targets set by the government. The state 
government has set itself an ambitious target of covering every district 
with at least 33 per cent green cover. 

 A total of 38,729.99 sq km of land (which is 20.19 per cent of state GA) 
is covered with forest patches in Karnataka. 

 Vijaypur, which is blessed with two major rivers (Krishna and Bhima), 
has just 0.26 per cent of its total landmass under green cover, while 
Raichur (0.52 per cent), Koppal (0.65 per cent), Kalaburagi (1.78 per 
cent), Bidar (1.79 per cent), Yadgir (2.79 percent), Gadag (3.03 per 
cent), Bagalkot (3.93 per cent), Bengaluru rural (6.49 per cent), 
Chitradurga (7.20 per cent), Belagavi (8.68 per cent), Ballari (8.72 per 
cent), Dharwad (8.80 per cent) and Kolar (9.64 per cent) have less than 
10 percent of its total area under tree cover. 

 One of the major reasons for low forest cover in the district is the lack of 
forest land. “We have only 0.17 per cent of total GA under the forest 
department. Every time we take up afforestation on revenue or 
wasteland, the public and revenue officials remove the saplings. As the 
forest department does not have jurisdiction over those lands, the 
district continues to have the least forest cover, 

 

5. 'Grama One' offering govt services for citizens to be launched 
in 12 Karnataka districts on Republic Day 

 
 To facilitate a single-window interaction between citizens and 

government, Karnataka plans to launch ‘Grama One’ centres in villages 
across the state, similar to ‘Bangalore One’ and ‘Karnataka One’ 
centres. 

 The Grama One project of the state government, which will offer 
services to various departments in rural areas, will be launched in 12 
districts on January 26, Republic Day. 

 According to a release from the Chief Ministers’ Office, around 3,000 
Grama One centres will be launched. 

 The districts where the project will be launched are Bidar, Koppal, 
Ballari, Belagavi, Haveri, Vijayapura, Davangere, Shivamogga, 
Tumakuru, Chikkamagaluru, Udupi and Kodagu. 
Grama One project  
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 With Grama One, people don’t need to visit government offices in taluka 
and district levels as they can avail services at Grama One offices by 
eliminating middlemen.  

 Grama One is envisaged to be a single-point assistance centre for all 
citizen-centric activities at the village level which include G2C services, 
banking services, RTI queries and so on. 

 Around 100 services from departments such as Revenue, Food and 
Civil Supplies, Health and Family Welfare, and Labour will be made 
available at Grama One centres. Such centres will be equipped with 
internet connections. 

 

6. Funds crunch hits Karnataka's first modern, humane abattoir 
 

 In order to stop the functioning of illegal and unhygienic 
slaughterhouses in and around Bengaluru, the state government had 
announced Karnataka’s first modern and humane abattoir at 
Cheelanahalli near Sira in Tumakuru district. 

 Though the work on the project, proposed by the Karnataka Sheep and 
Wool Development Corporation, began in 2017, electrification and 
procurement of machinery and equipment is yet to be completed. 

 

7. TAC recommends Ayurvedic formulations for mild, moderate 
and asymptomatic Covid patients 
 

 The Karnataka Covid-19 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has 
recommended administering AYUSH-64 for mild to moderate Covid 
patients and asymptomatic ones. 

 It is an Ayurvedic formulation that was developed by the Central Council 
for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) functioning under the 
central government and studied for repurposing in the management of 
Covid-19 by AYUSH-CSIR collaborative study, as per the TAC report 
submitted to the government.  

 The outcomes of seven clinical studies demonstrated early clinical 
recovery and reduced duration of hospital stay without any progression 
of the disease to the severe or critical stage of Covid-19.  

 In addition, there was an improvement in quality of life parameters. 
AYUSH-64 was found to be well-tolerated and safe. 
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8. Fixing not cheating under IPC, says HC 
 

 The High Court quashed the proceedings against four accused in the 
Karnataka Premier League (KPL) match-fixing case. 

 Declining to accept the prosecution case that match fixing amounts to 
cheating under IPC section 420, Justice Sreenivas Harish Kumar said 
that a “general feeling of cheating” does not constitute an offence. 

 The essential ingredients for invoking IPC section 420 were not found in 
the chargesheet.  

 The essential ingredients are deception, dishonest inducement of a 
person to deliver any property or to alter or destroy the whole or any 
part of a valuable security. 

 The court also said that though a general feeling arises that a player 
has cheated the lovers of the game when he indulges in match fixing, 
this does not give rise to an offence.  

 The match fixing may indicate dishonesty, indiscipline and mental 
corruption of a player and for this purpose the BCCI is the authority to 
initiate disciplinary action. 

 But, registration of an FIR on the ground that a crime punishable under 
section 420 IPC has been committed, is not permitted. 

 

9. Karnataka records 11 patients with TB and Covid co-infection 
 

 After the devastating second Covid wave during which 288 Covid 
patients were co-infected with tuberculosis (TB) because of 
compromised lungs, double infections have again started in the third 
Covid wave despite talk of reduced lung involvement with Omicron. 

 In less than two months (in December last and January 2022), after the 
third wave started, the health department found 8,885 TB patients out of 
whom eleven tested positive for Covid-19 too. 

 The Health Ministry has added TB as one of the high-risk criteria to the 
clinical management protocol of Covid. 

 The Centre has asked the states to subject the Covid patients having 
coughs that persist for two to three weeks to TB investigation. 
Tuberculosis (TB) 

 Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a bacterium called Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis.  

 The bacteria usually attack the lungs, but TB bacteria can attack any 
part of the body such as the kidney, spine, and brain.  

 TB bacteria are spread through the air from one person to another. The 
TB bacteria are put into the air when a person with TB disease of the 
lungs or throat coughs, speaks, or sings. People nearby may breathe in 
these bacteria and become infected. 

 Symptoms of TB disease depend on where in the body the TB bacteria 
are growing. TB bacteria usually grow in the lungs (pulmonary TB). TB 
disease in the lungs may cause symptoms such as 
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o a bad cough that lasts 3 weeks or longer 
o pain in the chest 
o coughing up blood or sputum (phlegm from deep inside the lungs) 

 Other symptoms of TB disease are weakness or fatigue, weight loss, no 
appetite, chills, fever, sweating at night 

 

10. Karnataka govt to foot hospital bill of litterateur Kanavi 
 

 The state government has decided to bear the treatment cost of 
renowned litterateur Channaveera Kanavi who is under treatment at the 
SDM Hospital in Dharwad, Bommai said.  

 Kanavi, who was suffering from fever, was admitted to the hospital on 
January 14. During the course of treatment, he was found to be infected 
with Covid-19. He is under intense treatment and is on oxygen. 

 Kanavi is one of the great poets the state has seen and he is an 
intellectual property of Karnataka. 

Channaveera Kanavi  

 
 Chennaveera Kanavi was born on 28 June 1928 in Hombal village, 

Gadag District, Karnataka, India.  
 In 1952, he got his B. A. degree from Karnataka College Dharwad and 

M. A. Degree from Karnataka University Dharwad.  
 From 1956 to 1983 he worked as a Director for 'Prasaranga' of 

Karnataka University. 
 He is considered one of the major poets and writers in the Kannada 

language and received the Sahitya Akademi Award for his work Jeeva 
Dhwani (Poetry) in 1981. 

 He is popularly known as "Samanvayada Kavi" and "Soujanyada Kavi". 
 In 2011, he was honored with the Sahitya Kala Kaustubha Award. 
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11. Employment policy to benefit youth: Bommai 
 

 The proposed employment policy of the state would benefit the youth 
and job aspirants, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said. 

 Speaking at the launch of an online distribution of scholarships for 
students from families of construction workers by Karnataka State 
Building and Other Construction Workers Welfare Board, Bommai said 
the policy would help the working class at the lower strata,who will 
benefit.                                  from the incentives. 

 Commenting on the scholarship scheme, he said that it would enable 
children from construction workers’ families to get good education and 
employment in various sectors to contribute towards the economic 
development of the state 

 

12. KRIDL panel to oversee 111-feet pontiff statue 
 The state-run Karnataka Rural Infrastructure Development Ltd (KRIDL) has 

formed a nine-member committee to oversee the construction of a 111-feet 
statue of spiritual leader Shivakumara Swami, the late pontiff of the 
Siddaganga Mutt.  

 The committee will be headed by retired High Court Justice G Patri Basavana 
Goud, according to an order by KRIDL.  

 The influential Lingayat pontiff, who was known as ‘Walking God’, died in 
January 2019 aged 111.  

 Following which, the government said his native village Veerapura in Magadi, 
Ramanagara will be developed as a cultural centre.  

 His 111-feet statue standing atop a two-storey base will come up in 
Veerapura. 

  

13. Tiger census at Nagarahole, Bandipur, BRT from January 22 
 

 The forest department is making all arrangements for a tiger census at 
Nagarahole National Park in Hunsur taluk in Mysuru district and at 
Bandipur and Biligiri Ranganathaswamy Temple (BRT) Tiger Reserve 
areas. 

 The tiger census is conducted once every four years. 
 The details will be uploaded on the software developed by the National 

Tiger Conservation Authority and Wildlife Preservation Society of India 
(Dehradun). 

 Karnataka State has 5 Tiger Reserves namely, Bandipur, Bhadra, 
Nagarahole, Dandeli-Anshi and BRT Tiger Reserves which are 
headed by Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Project 
Tiger), Mysore & Shivamogga. 
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1. Bilateral trade between India and China crossed 125 billion 
USD in 2021 
 

 Bilateral trade between India and China crossed 125 billion USD in 
2021, according to Chinese customs data released.  

 Despite a protracted border standoff, Two-way trade between India and 
China in 2021 stood at 125.66 billion USD, up 43.3% from 2020 when 
bilateral trade was worth 87.6 billion USD.  

 In 2021, China’s exports to India were 97.52 billion USD, up 46.2%, 
while China imported 28.14 billion USD worth of goods from India, up 
34.2%, according to statistics released by the General Administration of 
Customs (GAC).  

 Trade deficit between the two countries remained in favour of China – at 
$69 billion. The deficit in trade has been a constant source of friction 
between New Delhi and Beijing, with India complaining that China 
hasn’t given Indian companies access to sectors like pharmaceuticals.  

 In pre-pandemic times in 2019, the bilateral trade was 92.8 billion USD 
and both countries were aspiring to touch the mark of 100 billion USD. 
Due to COVID, India-China trade in 2020 declined to 87.6 billion USD, 
the lowest since 2017.  

 The widening trade deficit with China can be attributed to two factors: 
narrow basket of commodities, mostly primary, for exporting to China 
and the lack of market access for most of India's agricultural products 
and the sectors where India is competitive in, such as pharmaceuticals, 
and IT. 

 

2. Guidelines for Charging Infrastructure for Electric Vehicles 
 

 The Centre has promulgated revised consolidated Guidelines and 
Standards for Charging Infrastructure for Electric Vehicles.  

 These guidelines are exhaustive and include provisions for  individual 
owners of Electric Vehicles as well as Public Charging Stations. 

 In a significant step, Owners may charge their Electric Vehicles at their 
residence and offices using their existing electricity connections.   

 The guidelines provide that any individual or entity is free to set up 
public charging stations without the requirement of a license.  

 These can be set up provided that such stations meet the technical, 
safety and performance standards and protocols laid down by the 
Ministry of Power, Bureau of Energy Efficiency  and Central Electricity 
Authority from time to time. 

Mains 
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 An exhaustive list of compliance requirements for Public Charging 
Stations have also been outlined.  

 The guidelines provide not only the prevailing international charging 
standards available in the market but also the new Indian charging 
standards.  

 In order to make charging stations financially viable, a revenue sharing 
model has been put in place for land used. 

 The Power Ministry said that these guidelines and standards have been 
promulgated with the objective of enabling faster adoption of electric 
vehicles in India by ensuring safe, reliable, accessible and affordable 
Charging Infrastructure and ecosystem. 

 

3. India challenging WTO verdict on sugar 
 

 India has filed an appeal with the Appellate Body of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) disputing a verdict by the WTO’s dispute 
settlement panel last month on sugar subsidies.  

 The WTO’s dispute settlement panel had ruled that India, by subsidising 
sugar producers, was breaking rules framed under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which govern international 
trade. 
What is it? 

 In 2019, Australia, Brazil, and Guatemala complained against India at 
the WTO arguing that subsidies offered by the Indian government to 
sugar producers were against the rules governing international trade.  

 They argued that these subsidies, which include both domestic 
subsidies as well as export subsidies, exceed the limits imposed by 
WTO trade rules.  

 According to WTO rules, subsidies cannot exceed 10% of the total 
value of sugar production. These countries believe that subsidies 
offered by India have led to increased production of sugar and caused 
the price of sugar to drop significantly in the global market.  

 After two years, the WTO ruled in December that India’s sugar policy 
was favouring domestic producers through subsidies to the detriment of 
foreign producers.  

 The panel recommended that India withdraw its alleged prohibited 
subsidies under the Production Assistance, the Buffer Stock, and the 
Marketing and Transportation Schemes within 120 days from the 
adoption of this report.  

 India has stated that the WTO’s dispute panel ruling has made certain 
“erroneous” findings about domestic schemes to support sugarcane 
producers and exports and the findings of the panel are completely 
“unacceptable” to it. 

 India is the second-largest sugar producer in the world after Brazil and it 
is estimated that more than 5 crore people depend on the cultivation of 
sugarcane alone for their livelihood. 
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What is India’s stand? 
 India has argued at the WTO that it does not offer direct subsidies to 

sugarcane farmers and thus doesn’t break any international trade rule.  
 This argument, however, has not convinced other countries who point 

out that, among other things, the Centre and the State governments in 
India mandate the minimum price (the Fair and Remunerative Price, or 
FRP) at which sugar mills can buy sugarcane from 
farmers.                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The global toll of bacterial resistance to drugs 
 

 
 Hundreds of thousands of deaths occur today due to previously 

treatable infections — such as lower respiratory and bloodstream 
infections — because the bacteria that cause them have become 
resistant to treatment.  

 A comprehensive estimate of the global impact of antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR), covering 204 countries and territories and published 
in The Lancet, has found that 1.27 million people died in 2019 as a 
direct result of AMR, which is now a leading cause of death worldwide, 
higher than HIV/AIDS or malaria. 

 The Global Research on Antimicrobial Resistance (GRAM) report used 
statistical modelling to estimate deaths linked to 23 pathogens and 88 
pathogen-drug combinations.  

 Apart from 12.7 lakh deaths caused directly by AMR (these would not 
have occurred had the infections been drug-susceptible), another 49.5 
lakh deaths were associated with AMR (a drug-resistant infection was 
implicated, but resistance itself may or may not have been the direct 
cause of death).  

 HIV/AIDS and malaria were estimated to have caused 8.6 lakh and 6.4 
lakh deaths respectively in 2019. 

Health 
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 Of the 23 pathogens studied, drug resistance in six (E coli, S aureus, K 
pneumoniae, S pneumoniae, A baumannii, and P aeruginosa) led 
directly to 9.29 lakh deaths and was associated with 3.57 million.  

 One pathogen-drug combination – methicillin-resistant S aureus, or 
MRSA – directly caused more than 1 lakh deaths.  

 Resistance to two classes of antibiotics often considered the first line of 
defence against severe infections – fluoroquinolones and beta-lactam 
antibiotics – accounted for more than 70% of deaths caused by AMR. 

 

2. Brent at 7-year high 
 

 Oil prices are at their highest levels since 2014 — Brent crude hit $88.3 
per barrel on Thursday, up 27% since December 1, when it was trading 
at $69.5.  

 Brent has spiked 8 per cent over the past week, rocking stock markets 
that were otherwise relatively steady in spite of the third wave of Covid-
19 across the country. 
Why is crude rising? 

 The spike has been driven primarily by fears of supply side disruptions.  
 The attack by Yemen's Houthis on fuel trucks in Abu Dhabi, in which 

three people including two Indians were killed, and the tensions 
between Russia, the world's second-largest oil producer, and Ukraine 
have raised concerns. 

 The outage on an Iraq-Turkey pipeline heightened worriies. 
 There is also concern over the growing imbalance between demand 

and supply - the former did not see the moderation that was initially 
expected as the omicron wave began. 

 Further, the key oil producing countries have kept supply on a gradually 
increasing schedule in spite of the sharp increase in global crude prices 

 
Brent Crude 

 Brent Crude may refer to any or all of the components of the Brent 
Complex, a physically and financially traded oil market based around 
the North Sea of Northwest Europe; colloquially, Brent Crude usually 
refers to the price of the ICE Brent Crude Oil futures contract or the 
contract itself. 
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