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1. What is Pegasus, which is recently and oftenly seen in news? 

A. Malicious software or malware  

B. New sp. Of bird 

C. A new variant of Covid-19 

D. None of the above 

Ans: A 

Pegasus Spyware : 

 It is a type of malicious software or malware classified as a spyware. 

 It is designed to gain access to devices, without the knowledge of users, and gather 

personal information and relay it back to whoever it is that is using the software to spy. 

 Pegasus has been developed by the Israeli firm NSO Group that was set up in 2010. 

 The earliest version of Pegasus discovered, which was captured by researchers in 2016, 

infected phones through what is called spear-phishing – text messages or emails that trick 

a target into clicking on a malicious link. 

 Since then, however, NSO’s attack capabilities have become more advanced. Pegasus 

infections can be achieved through so-called “zero-click” attacks, which do not require 

any interaction from the phone’s owner in order to succeed. 

 

2. Consider the following statement regarding the Special Protection Group (SPG) Act: 

1. The SPG Act was passed by the Parliament post the assassination of former 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

2. SPG Act makes the state government responsible for providing all assistance to 

the SPG during the PM’s movement. 

3. The security by SPG can be declined by the former Prime Minister. 

Which of the given statements is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 and 3 

C. Only 1 and 3 

D. All of the above 

Ans: B 

Special Protection Group (SPG) Act, 1988:  

• The Special Protection Group (SPG) Act provides proximate security to the Prime Minister 

of India, former Prime Ministers of India and members of their immediate families. It came 

into force on 2 June 1988.  

• The SPG Act was passed by the Parliament post the assassination of former Prime Minister 

Indira Gandhi and was extended to all former Prime Ministers and their immediate families 

after former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated.  

• Any member of any other armed force of the Union may be appointed to the SPG by the 

Centre either by general or special order can be selected in SPG.  

• The SPG comes under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
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3. Mont Blanc is the highest mountain in which of the following mountain ranges? 

A. Rockies 

B. Urals 

C. Alps 

D. Andes 

Ans: C 

 Mont Blanc (meaning "white mountain") is the highest mountain in the Alps and the 

European Union, rising 4,807.81 m above sea level.  

 It is the second-most prominent mountain in Europe, after Mount Elbrus. The mountain 

stands between the regions of Aosta Valley, Italy, and Savoie and Haute-Savoie, France. 

 Recently, the defence minister flagged-in India's first multi-dimensional adventure sports 

expedition conducted by the National Institute of Mountaineering and Allied Sports 

(NIMAS) in France.  

 The expedition team carried out over 250 kilometres of winter trekking in the Alps 

Mountain Ranges, which included Tour De Mont Blanc trek covering the French, Swiss 

and Italian Alps. 

 

4. The Food Corporation of India was set up under the Food Corporation's Act of 1964. It 

aims to fulfil which of the following objectives: 

1. Effective price support for the produce of farmers. 

2. Distribution of food grains throughout the country for the public distribution 

system. 

3. Maintaining a satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of food grains. 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

A. 1 and 2 only 

B. 2 and 3 only 

C. 1 and 3 only 

D. 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: D 

 The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was set up under the Food Corporation's Act 1964 

in order to fulfil the following objectives:  

 Effective price support operations for safeguarding the interests of the farmers. 

 Distribution of food grains throughout the country for the public distribution system. 

 Maintaining a satisfactory level of operational and buffer stocks of food grains to ensure 

National Food Security.  

 Since its inception, FCI has played a significant role in India's success in transforming 

crisis management-oriented food security into a stable security system. 

 

5. When was the Bharat Stage Emission Standards introduced? 

A. 1999 

B. 2000 

C. 2010 

D. 2009 

Ans: B  

Bharat Stage Emission Standards : 

• These are introduced in the year 2000. 
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• They are set by the Central Pollution Control Board under the Ministry of Environment and 

Climate Change. 

• Objective: To keep air pollutants emitted by the internal combustion engine of vehicles 

under control. 

• They are based on European (EURO) emission standards. 

• Bharat Stage (BS) emission norms were first brought into effect in 2000 under the head 

“India 2000”. This was followed by BS2 in 2001 and BS3 in 2005. 

However, the emission norms were made more stringent only with the enforcement of Bharat  

Stage IV (BS4).  

Thereafter, the Government of India skipped the implementation of BS5 in 2016 and decided 

to introduce Bharat Stage VI (BS6) in 2020 instead. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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