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1. Ministry of Finance grants 

 The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance today released an amount of 

1154.90 crore rupees to four states for providing grants to Urban Local Bodies.  

 The States to which grants were released on Monday are Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 

Gujarat, and Sikkim.  

 The grants released are meant for Non-Million Plus cities including Cantonment 

Boards. 

15th Finance Commission 

 The 15th Finance Commission in its report for the period from 2021-22 to 2025-26 

has divided the Urban Local Bodies into two categories and the 15th Finance 

Commission has recommended separate grants for them. 

o These are Million-Plus urban agglomerations and cities excluding Delhi and 

Srinagar, and  

o All other cities and towns with less than one million population.  

 Out of the total grants recommended by the Commission for Non-Million Plus cities, 

40 percent is a basic grant and the remaining 60 percent is a tied grant. Basic grants 

are utilized for location-specific felt needs, except for payment of salary and incurring 

other establishment expenditures. 

 On the other hand, tied grants for the Non-Million Plus cities are released for 

supporting and strengthening the delivery of basic services.  

 Out of the total tied grant, 50 percent is earmarked for ‘Sanitation Solid Waste 

Management and attainment of star ratings as developed by the Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs. The remaining 50 percent is tied to ‘Drinking water, rainwater 

harvesting and water recycling’. 
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2. Initial Public Offering (IPO) 

 An IPO or initial public offering is the process by which a privately held company, or a 

company owned by the government such as LIC, raises funds by offering shares to 

the public or to new investors. Following the IPO, the company is listed on the stock 

exchange. 

 While coming with an IPO, the company has to file its offer document with the market 

regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).  

 The offer document contains all relevant information about the company, its 

promoters, its projects, financial details, the object of raising the money, terms of the 

issue, etc. 

Which companies can come out with an IPO? 

 In order to protect investors, Sebi has laid down rules that require companies to meet 

certain criteria before they can go to the public to raise funds.  

 Among other conditions, the company must have net tangible assets of at least Rs 3 

crore, and net worth of Rs 1 crore in each of the preceding three full years, and it 

must have a minimum average pre-tax profit of Rs 15 crore in at least three of the 

immediately preceding five years. 

What are the advantages of listing a company? 

 While listing on the stock exchange calls for additional disclosures by companies on 

a regular basis, leading thereby to more stringent compliance requirements, it may 

help a company raise capital, and diversify and broaden its shareholder base. 

 Listing provides an exit to existing investors of the company. A listed company can 

raise share capital for growth and expansion in the future through a follow-on public 

offering or FPO. 

Who can invest in an IPO? 

 There are various categories of investors who can invest in an IPO. Qualified 

institutional buyers (QIBs) is a category of investors that includes foreign portfolio 

investors (FPIs), mutual funds, commercial banks, insurance companies, pension 

funds, etc. 

 All individuals who invest up to Rs 2 lakh in an issue are classified as retail investors. 

Retail investors investing above Rs 2 lakh are classified as high net worth individuals. 

 You have to be 18 years of age to become an investor. A brokerage account is 

needed to invest, and you have to be at least 18 years old to have one. 
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3. Ilker Ayci 

 

 The Tata Group has appointed Ilker Ayci — former Turkish Airlines Chairman — as 

Air India’s Managing Director and CEO effective on or before April 1. The 

development is in line with the Tata Group’s plans to appoint an expatriate chief to 

run the airline it took over from the Indian government recently. 

 Ilker Ayci was chairman of Turkish Airlines since 2015, and his resignation from the 

post was announced by the airline on January 27 this year — the same day Centre 

handed over Air India to the Tatas. 

 During his professional career, Ayci has been an advisor to the then Mayor of 

Istanbul Recep Tayyip Erdoğan in the Metropolitan Municipality of Istanbul, where he 

took part in a number of development projects in Turkey’s largest city. Erdoğan is 

currently the President of Turkey. 

 

4. Green Hydrogen/ Green Ammonia Policy 

 The Hon'ble Prime Minister launched the National Hydrogen Mission on India’s 75th 

Independence Day (i.e. 15th August, 2021).  

 The Mission aims to aid the government in meeting its climate targets and making 

India a green hydrogen hub.  

 This will help in meeting the target of production of 5 million tonnes of Green 

hydrogen by 2030 and the related development of renewable energy capacity. 

 Hydrogen and Ammonia are envisaged to be the future fuels to replace fossil fuels.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Production of these fuels by using power from renewable energy, termed as green 

hydrogen and green ammonia, is one of the major requirements towards 

environmentally sustainable energy security of the nation.  

The policy provides as follows : 

 Green Hydrogen / Ammonia manufacturers may purchase renewable power from the 

power exchange or set up renewable energy capacity themselves or through any 

other developer, anywhere. 

 Open access will be granted within 15 days of receipt of application. 

 The Green Hydrogen / Ammonia manufacturer can bank his unconsumed renewable 

power, up to 30 days, with a distribution company and take it back when required. 

 Waiver of inter-state transmission charges for a period of 25 years will be allowed to 

the manufacturers of Green Hydrogen and Green Ammonia for the projects 

commissioned before 30th June 2025. 

 The manufacturers of Green Hydrogen / Ammonia and the renewable energy plant 

shall be given connectivity to the grid on priority basis to avoid any procedural delays. 

 To ensure ease of doing business a single portal for carrying out all the activities 

including statutory clearances in a time bound manner will be set up by MNRE. 

 Connectivity, at the generation end and the Green Hydrogen / Green Ammonia 

manufacturing end, to the ISTS for Renewable Energy capacity set up for the 

purpose of manufacturing Green Hydrogen / Green Ammonia shall be granted on 

priority. 

 The policy promotes Renewable Energy (RE) generation as RE will be the basic 

ingredient in making green hydrogen.  This in turn will help in meeting the 

international commitments for clean energy. 

 

5. ‘Labharthiyon Se Rubaroo’ 

 Shri Manoj Joshi, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) spoke 

about the initiative of ‘Labharthiyon Se Rubaroo’.  

 Shri Kuldip Narayan, Joint Secretary and Mission Director PMAY-U also attended the 

session. The programme has been launched to monitor progress of projects under 

the Mission by directly interacting with beneficiaries. 

About 

 ‘Labarthiyon Se Rubaroo’ has been planned as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The 

initiative was launched by the Ministry in September 2021. This was the 22nd edition 

of the programme hosted by the Ministry with beneficiaries of different States/UTs. 

 The brief objectives of the initiative are  
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o to monitor the progress of the projects,  

o to bring about able governance and transparency by direct interaction with the 

beneficiaries,  

o to create a platform for officials from MoHUA and respective States/UTs to 

facilitate and expedite the construction of houses in their respective cities and 

most importantly,  

o to create a feeling of inclusiveness among beneficiaries. 

 Access to a house is the primary indicator of social and economic well-being and 

dignity of a person. Recognising this fact, the Mission gives impetus to women 

empowerment through ensuring ownership of houses.  

 Every house under PMAY(U) ensures safety, security, along with access to basic 

civic amenities like toilet, electricity, kitchen and water connection. 

 

6. Water Taxi Service in Mumbai 

 

 Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways & AYUSH Shri Sarbananda 

Sonowal flagged off the ‘Most Awaited’ Water Taxi for citizens of Mumbai, from 

Belapur Jetty.  

 The Water Taxi service will connect the twin cities of Mumbai and Navi Mumbai for 

the first time.  

 The Water Taxi services will commence from the Domestic Cruise Terminal (DCT) 

and will also connect nearby locations at Nerul, Belapur, Elephanta island and JNPT. 

The service promises a comfortable, stress-free journey, is time-saving and promotes 

eco-friendly transport. 

 The Water Taxi services are going to give huge impetus to the tourism sector, 

especially travel to the historic Elephanta caves from Navi Mumbai.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 The newly constructed Belapur jetty, built at a cost of Rs. 8.37 crore was funded in 

the 50-50 model under the Sagarmala scheme of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Waterways. The new jetty will enable movement of vessels to locations like Bhaucha 

Dhakka, Mandwa, Elephanta and Karanja. 
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1. Anti-mob lynching bills passed by 4 Assemblies at various 

levels of non-implementation 

 

 Bills passed against mob lynching in the past four years by at least three States ruled 

by BJP rivals and one governed by the party itself have not been implemented with 

the Union government taking a view that lynching is not defined as a crime under the 

Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

 The Union Home Ministry informed Parliament in 2019 that there was “no separate” 

definition for lynching under the IPC, adding that lynching incidents could be dealt 

with under Sections 300 and 302 of the IPC, pertaining to murder. 

 In 2017, the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) collected data on mob lynching, 

hate crimes and cow vigilantism but it was not published and discontinued as these 

crimes are not defined and the data were found to be unreliable. 

 

 

 

 

Polity and Governance 
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2. Government approves ' New India Literacy Programme, a new 

scheme of Adult Education for FYs 2022-27” 

 Government approved a new scheme “New India Literacy Programme for the period 

FYs 2022-2027 to cover all the aspects of Adult Education to align with National 

Education Policy 2020 and Budget Announcements 2021-22.  

 The National Education Policy 2020 has recommendations for Adult Education and 

Lifelong Learning. 

 The objectives of the scheme is to impart not only foundational literacy and numeracy 

but also to cover other components which are necessary for a citizen of 21st century 

such as   

o critical life skills (including financial literacy, digital literacy, commercial skills, 

health care and awareness, child care and education, and family welfare); 

vocational skills development (with a view towards obtaining local 

employment); basic education (including preparatory, middle, and secondary 

stage equivalency); and continuing education (including engaging holistic 

adult education courses in arts, sciences, technology, culture, sports, and 

recreation, as well as other topics of interest or use to local learners, such as 

more advanced material on critical life skills). 

 Salient Features of the scheme 

 School will be Unit for implementation of the scheme. 

 Schools to be used for conducting surveys of beneficiaries and Voluntary Teachers 

(VTs). 

 Different strategies are to be adopted for different age cohorts. Flexibility for 

States/UTs will be provided to undertake innovative activities. 

 Foundational Literacy and Numeracy will be imparted through Critical Life Skills to all 

non-literates in the age group of 15 years and above. 

 Use of Technologies to impart Adult Education for wider coverage of the scheme. 

 Performance Grading Index (PGI) for State/UT and district level will show the 

performance of States and UTs to implement the scheme and achievements on 

yearly basis by weighing both the physical and financial progress through the UDISE 

portal. 

 CSR/Philanthropic Support may be received by hosting ICT support, providing 

volunteer support, opening facilitation centres for learners and for providing IT access 

to economically weak learners in the form of cell phones, etc 

 Priority and Saturation in Literacy- The age cohort of 15-35 will be saturated first 

followed by ages 35 and above.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 As a progressive step, it has also been decided that from now onwards that the term 

“Education For All” will be used in place of “Adult Education” by the Ministry in view of 

the fact that the terminology “Adult Education” is not incorporating appropriately all 

non-literates of 15 years and above age group. 

 

3. 'Pramarsh 2022' 

 The Minister of State for Culture & Parliamentary Affairs Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal 

launched the career counselling workshop 'Pramarsh 2022' and for the students of 

the Bikaner District region. In this workshop one lakh students participated from more 

than thousands schools of Bikaner district mainly from rural areas. 

 Workshop conducted with the support of The National Institute of Career Services 

(NICS) which comes under the Ministry of Labour & Employment and educational 

start-up Edumilestones.  

 “Pramarsh2022” workshop was an extension of the efforts to bridge the industry 

academia gap and impart the knowledge about various choices available to the 

student.  

 The ongoing workshop is not limited to training of teach-ers and career workshop for 

students, but it is also proposed that an offline and online career assessment and 

service of Edumilestones digital career library will be facilitated to all students. 

 

4. Accrediting colleges, varsities 

 

 The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) has relaxed the 

eligibility criteria for accreditation of higher educational institutions.  

What is accreditation, and how does it help an educational institution and its 

students? 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Accreditation, put simply, is a quality check exercise. Through a multi-layered 

process steered by the NAAC, a higher education institution gets to Know Whether It 

meets certain standards of quality set by the evaluator in terms of curriculum, faculty, 

infrastructure, research and financial well-being among others.  

 Based on these parameters, the NAAC gives institutions grades ranging from A++ to 

C.  

 If an institution is graded D, it means it is not accredited. 

 The new guidelines drawn up by the NAAC, which is an autonomous body under the 

UGC, allow newer institutions — those with one academic year or more — to apply 

for provisional accreditation.  

 So far, colleges and universities needed to be at least six years old in order to apply. 

The purpose of the change, according to the guidelines, is to “widen the horizon of 

accreditation. 

How many institutions in India are accredited? 

 There are 1,043 universities and 42,343 colleges listed on the portal of the All India 

Survey on Higher Education. As of February 8, there were 392 universities and 8,483 

colleges that were NAAC-accredited. 

 Among the states, Maharashtra accounts for the highest number of accredited 

colleges at 1,796, which is more than twice as many as Karnataka's 864, the next 

highest.  

 Tamil Nadu has the most accredited universities at 43. 

 Pondicherry University is among the oldest accredited universities. 

 

5. Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) Scheme 

 The Government has approved the scheme of Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan 

(RUSA) for continuation till 31.03.2026 or till further review, whichever is earlier.  

 The proposal entails an expenditure of Rs. 12929.16 crore out of which Central 

Share is Rs. 8120.97 crores and the State Share is of Rs. 4808.19 crores. It has 

been envisaged to support around 1600 projects under the new phase of the 

scheme. 

 Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), a Centrally Sponsored Scheme 

(CSS) is an overarching scheme, operating in mission mode for funding the state 

government universities and colleges to achieve the aims of equity, access and 

excellence. 
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 New phase of RUSA targets to reach out the unserved, underserved areas; remote/ 

rural areas; difficult geographies; LWE areas; NER; aspirational districts, tier-2 cities,  

areas with low GER etc., and to benefit the most disadvantaged areas and SEDGs. 

 Under the new phase of the scheme, State Governments will be supported for 

Gender inclusion, Equity Initiatives, ICT, Enhancing employability through 

vocationalisation & skill upgradation. States will also be supported for creation of new 

Model Degree Colleges.  

 State Universities will be supported for Multi-Disciplinary Education and Research. 

Grants will be provided for strengthening both accredited and non-accredited 

Universities and Colleges for undertaking various activities including teaching-

learning in Indian languages. 

 

6. Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) project 

 

 The Modi Government has approved the implementation of the Inter-Operable 

Criminal Justice System (ICJS) project by the Ministry of Home Affairs at a total cost 

of Rs.3,375 crore during the period from 2022-23 to 2025-26.  

 Phase II of the ICJS project will be a step towards ensuring effective and modern 

policing. The project will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme. 

 The ICJS system would be made available through a dedicated and secure cloud-

based infrastructure with high speed connectivity.  

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) will be responsible for the implementation of 

the project in association with National Informatics Center (NIC).  

 The project will be implemented in collaboration with the States and Union 

Territories. 
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Background 

 Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System (ICJS) is a national platform for enabling 

integration of the main IT system used for delivery of Criminal Justice in the country 

by five pillars namely:- 

o Police (Crime and Criminal Tracking and Network Systems), e-Forensics for 

Forensic Labs, 

o e-Courts for Courts, 

o e-Prosecution for Public Prosecutors 

o e-PrisonsforPrisons. 

 In Phase-I of the ICJS project, individual IT systems have been implemented and 

stabilized; also search of records have been enabled on these systems. 

 Under Phase-II, the system is being built on the principle of ‘one data one entry’ 

whereby data is entered only once in one pillar and the same is then available in all 

other pillars without the need to re-enter the data in each pillar. 
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1. Micronesian States Put Break From Pacific Bloc On Hold 

 

 Five Micronesian nations suspended breakaway plans from a crucial Pacific Islands 

political bloc as US Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in the region. 

 The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru and 

Palau "have agreed to temporarily rescind their withdrawal" from the Pacific Islands 

Forum. 

 The five territories announced a year ago they were quitting the group after their 

nominee lost the vote for a new forum secretary general. 

 The Pacific Islands Forum was formed in 1971 to enhance the economic and social 

well-being of its 18 South Pacific islands nations which both the United States and 

China view as being in strategic locations. 

 The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) is an intergovernmental organization that aims to 

enhance cooperation between countries and territories of the Pacific Ocean, 

including formation of a trade bloc and regional peacekeeping operations.  

 It was founded in 1971 as the South Pacific Forum (SPF), and changed its name in 

1999 to "Pacific Islands Forum", so as to be more inclusive of the Forum's Oceania-

International Relations 
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spanning membership of both north and south Pacific island countries, including 

Australia.  

 It is a United Nations General Assembly observer. 

 

2. Solomon Islands 

 

 The U.S. says it will open an embassy in the Solomon Islands, laying out in unusually 

blunt terms a plan to increase its influence in the South Pacific nation before China 

becomes “strongly embedded.” 

 The U.S. previously operated an embassy in the Solomons for five years before 

closing it in 1993.  

 Since then, U.S. diplomats from neighboring Papua New Guinea have been 

accredited to the Solomons, which has a U.S. consular agency. 

 The embassy would be located in the capital, Honiara. 

 Solomon Islands is a sovereign country consisting of six major islands and over 900 

smaller islands in Oceania, to the east of Papua New Guinea and northwest of 

Vanuatu.  

 Its capital, Honiara, is located on the largest island, Guadalcanal. The country takes 

its name from the Solomon Islands archipelago, which is a collection of Melanesian 

islands that also includes the North Solomon Islands (a part of Papua New Guinea), 

but excludes outlying islands, such as the Santa Cruz Islands and Rennell and 

Bellona. 
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3. India signs MoU to hand over wheat to WFP in Kandahar 

 India signed an agreement with the United Nation’s World Food Programme (WFP) 

for the distribution of 50,000 MT of wheat that it has committed to sending 

Afghanistan as part of a humanitarian assistance. 

 Diplomatic efforts are under way to begin sending truck convoys through Pakistan by 

road, expected to begin after Punjab elections on February 20 are completed. 

 According to the MoU, the wheat will be taken through Pakistan to the Afghan border 

crossing and handed over to WFP officials in Kandahar beginning February 22.  

 The wheat will eventually be divided into five batches of 10,000 MT, to be distributed 

across the country on approximately 200 trucks that are run by WFP. 

 The WFP runs its own logistics network inside Afghanistan, partnering with civil 

society groups, and has launched a global campaign for enough food and aid for the 

population facing malnutrition — estimated to be half the population or 22 million 

Afghans. 

World Food Programme (WFP) 

 The World Food Programme (WFP) is the food-assistance branch of the United 

Nations.  

 It is the world's largest humanitarian organization focused on hunger and food 

security, and the largest provider of school meals.  

 Founded in 1961, it is headquartered in Rome and has offices in 80 countries.  

 As of 2020, it served 115.5 million people in 80-plus countries, the largest since 

2012. 

 

4. Israel becomes first country allowing drones in civilian 

airspace 

 Israel becomes the first country which allows UAVs to operate for the benefit of 

agriculture, environment, fight against crime, the people and the economy. 

 The approval will allow Elbit's drone to fly in civilian airspace like any other civilian 

airliner, rather than being restricted to non segregated airspace. 

 Hermes Starliner Unmanned Aircraft System(UAS), is the 1st UAV to receive such a 

certification. 

 The Hermes Starliner, which has a wingspan of 17 metres and weighs 1.6 ton, can 

fly for up to 36 hours at an altitude of about 7,600 metres, and can carry an additional 

450 kg of electro-optical, thermal, radar and other payloads. 
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 It will be able to participate in border security and anti-terror operations, take part in 

securing mass public events, perform maritime search and rescue, commercial 

aviation and environmental inspection missions, as well as precision agriculture 

work.                      

 

5. India’s G20 Presidency 

 The Union Cabinet today approved the setting up of a G20 Secretariat and its 

reporting structures. The Secretariat will be responsible for the implementation of 

overall policy decisions and arrangements needed for steering India’s forthcoming 

G20 Presidency. 

 India will hold the Presidency of the G20 from 1st December this year to 30th 

November 2023, culminating with the G20 Summit in India in 2023. 

 G20 is the premier forum for international economic cooperation that plays an 

important role in global economic governance. 

 As per practice, a G20 Secretariat is being established to handle work relating to 

knowledge, content, technical, media, security, and logistical aspects of India’s G20 

Presidency. 

 The G 20 Secretariat will be manned by officers and staff from the Ministries of 

External Affairs and Finance, and other relevant line Ministries, Departments, and 

domain knowledge experts.  

 The Secretariat will be functional till February 2024. It will be guided by an Apex 

Committee headed by the Prime Minister.  

 It will comprise of Finance Minister, Home Minister, External Affairs Minister, and 

G20 Sherpa to provide overall guidance to India’s G20 Presidency.  

 A Coordination Committee will also be set up to oversee all G20 preparations and 

report to the Apex Committee.  

 The G20 Secretariat will enable long-term capacity building, including knowledge and 

expertise, for India’s leadership on global issues in multilateral fora. 
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6. ‘Abraham Accords’ 

 

 This week, in what is being called a historic first, Israel’s Prime Minister Naftali 

Bennett undertakes a two-day official visit to Bahrain, one of the seven Gulf countries 

whose relations with Israel have been sour on account of the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

Why is Bennett’s Bahrain visit significant? 

 The visit signals the growing ties that are developing between Israel and the Gulf 

countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Iraq, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 

Emirates). 

 It comes a couple of years after another the UAE — a key ally of the US — 

normalised relations with Israel in 2020 after signing the ‘Abraham Accords’.  

‘Abraham Accords’ 

 This deal, sponsored by the US, was part of the country’s regional security agenda to 

counter Iran. 

 As part of this security agenda — signed during the Trump administration — the US 

prioritised improving relations between Israel and the Gulf countries, something that 

the latter nations have been wary of because of the Israel-Palestine conflict.  

 As part of the Abraham Accords, Israel agreed to stop further annexation of 

Palestinian territory. 

 The accords were signed by the leaders of Bahrain, Israel and the UAE in September 

2020. Bennett visited the UAE in December 2021, becoming the first leader from 

Israel to visit the federation of seven emirates. 
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7. Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC)  

 India lashed out at the Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for being 

“communal minded” and “hijacked by vested interests” – a thinly veiled reference to 

Pakistan – after the grouping called on the UN Human Rights Council to take 

“necessary measures” on the issue of Muslim girl students being told not to wear the 

hijab in Karnataka schools.  

 The OIC also urged India to “ensure the safety, security and well being of the Muslim 

community while protecting their way of life”. The statement said India must bring to 

justice the “instigators and propagators of violence and hate crimes” against Muslims. 

 India’s response to the OIC statement was that India is a democracy, and issues 

within the country are resolved “in accordance with our Constitutional framework and 

mechanism, as well as democratic ethos and polity.  

What is the OIC? 

 

 The Organisation of the Islamic Cooperation is the world’s second largest multilateral 

body after the UN.  

 It counts 57 members, all of which are Islamic countries or Muslim majority 

members.  

 The OIC’s stated objective is “to safeguard and protect the interests of the Muslim 

world in the spirit of promoting international peace and harmony among various 

people of the world”.  

 The Central African Republic, Russia, Thailand, Bosnia & Herzegovina, and the 

unrecognised Turkish Cypriot “state”, have Observer status. 

 The Organisation of the Islamic Conference was established by the First Islamic 

Summit Conference held in Morocco in September 1969, to marshal the Islamic 
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world after an act of arson at the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem by a 28-year-old 

Australian in 1969.  

 As a country with the world’s second largest Muslim community, India had been 

invited to the founding conference at Rabat in 1969, but was humiliatingly ejected at 

Pakistan’s behest.  

 

8. 'NHRC should revise draft model laws on asylum and 

refugees' 

 Model laws on asylum and refugees that were drafted by the National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) decades ago but not implemented by the government could be 

revised by an expert committee, according to Commission member Justice M.M. 

Kumar’s suggestion at a recent meeting. 

 Though India has not signed the United Nations Refugee Convention, 1951, Justice 

Kumar said the refugees and asylum seekers were entitled to the rights in Articles 

14, 20 and 21 of the Constitution. He highlighted the lack of a specific legislation 

governing refugees and asylum seekers. 

 The Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, also known as the 1951 Refugee 

Convention or the Geneva Convention of 28 July 1951, is a United Nations 

multilateral treaty that defines who a refugee is, and sets out the rights of individuals 

who are granted asylum and the responsibilities of nations that grant asylum.  

 The Convention also sets out which people do not qualify as refugees, such as war 

criminals.  

 The Convention also provides for some visa-free travel for holders of refugee travel 

documents issued under the convention. 

 Article 14 of the UDHR grants the right to seek and enjoy asylum from persecution. 

This right, in addition to the right to leave one's own country (Article 13), and the right 

to nationality (Article 15), can be traced directly to events of the Holocaust. 
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1. Nation pays tributes to founder of Arya Samaj Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati Ji on his birth anniversary 

 

 The nation is paying tributes to the social reformer and founder of Arya Samaj Swami 

Dayananda Saraswati Ji on his 198th birth anniversary today.  

 Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati (12 February 1824 – 30 October 1883) was an Indian 

philosopher, social leader and founder of the Arya Samaj, a reform movement of the 

Vedic dharma.  

 He was the first to give the call for Swaraj as "India for Indians" in 1876, a call later 

taken up by Lokmanya Tilak. 

 Denouncing the idolatry and ritualistic worship, he worked towards reviving Vedic 

ideologies.  

 Subsequently, the philosopher and President of India, S. Radhakrishnan called him 

one of the "makers of Modern India '', as did Sri Aurobindo. 

 He was a sanyasi (ascetic) from boyhood and a scholar. He believed in the infallible 

authority of the Vedas. Dayananda advocated the doctrine of Karma and 

Reincarnation.  

History 
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 He emphasized the Vedic ideals of brahmacharya, including celibacy and devotion to 

God. 

 Among Dayananda's contributions were his promoting of equal rights for women, 

such as the right to education and reading of Indian scriptures, and his commentary 

on the Vedas from Vedic Sanskrit in Sanskrit as well as in Hindi. 

 

2. Nation remembers revolutionary freedom fighter, tribal 

leader Tilka Manjhi on his 272nd birth anniversary 

 

 The Nation is remembering revolutionary freedom fighter and tribal leader Tilka 

Manjhi on his 272nd birth anniversary today.  

 He organized Adivasis into an army and led the famous Santhal Hool in 1784 against 

the exploitative British. 

 In 1770, there was a severe famine in the Santhal region and people were dying of 

hunger. Tilka Manjhi looted the treasury of the Company and distributed it among the 

poor and needy. 

 Inspired by this noble act of Tilka, many other tribals also joined the rebellion. With 

this began his Santhal Hool, the revolt of the Santhals. He continued to attack the 

British and their sycophantic allies.  

 From 1771 to 1784, Tilka Manjhi never surrendered. Tilka Majhi attacked Augustus 

Cleveland, an East India Company administrator and fatally wounded him. 

 The British surrounded the Tilapore forest from which he operated but he and his 

men held them at bay for several weeks. 

 When he was finally caught in 1784, he was tied to the tail of a horse and dragged all 

the way to the Collector's residence at Bhagalpur, Bihar, India. There, his lacerated 

body was hung from a Banyan tree. 
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3. Tarapur Massacre 

 Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on Tuesday said February 15 would henceforth be 

commemorated as “Shahid Diwas” in memory of the 34 freedom fighters who were 

killed by police in Tarapur town (now subdivision) of Bihar’s Munger district 90 years 

ago.  

 The freedom fighters had never got their due, the Chief Minister said, even though 

the Tarapur massacre was the biggest carried out by the British police after the one 

in Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar in 1919. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had referred to the Tarapur massacre in his Mann ki 

Baat radio address of January 2021. 

Background 

 On February 15, 1932, a group of young freedom fighters planned to hoist an Indian 

national flag at Thana Bhavan in Tarapur. Police were aware of the plan, and several 

officers were present at the spot.  

 Around 2 pm, even as the police carried out a brutal lathicharge, one Gopal Singh 

succeeded in raising the flag at Thana Bhavan. A 4,000-strong crowd pelted the 

police with stones, injuring an officer of the civil administration. 

 The police responded by opening indiscriminate fire on the crowd. After about 75 

rounds were fired, 34 bodies were found at the spot, even though there were claims 

of an even larger number of deaths. 

Trigger for protest 

 The hanging of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, and Rajguru in Lahore on March 23, 1931, 

sent a wave of grief and anger around the country. Following the collapse of the 

Gandhi-Irwin Pact, the Mahatma was arrested in early 1932.  

 The Congress was declared an illegal organisation, and Nehru, Patel, and Rajendra 

Prasad were also thrown in jail. 

 In Munger, freedom fighters Srikrishna Singh, Nemdhari Singh, Nirapad Mukherjee, 

Pandit Dasrath Jha, Basukinath Rai, Dinanath Sahay, and Jaymangal Shastri were 

arrested. 
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1. Telangana’s State Festival of Medaram Jathara 

 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs  has sanctioned ₹2.26 Crores for various activities 

pertaining to Medaram Jathara 2022.  

 Medaram Jatara is the second-largest fair of India, after the Kumbh Mela, celebrated 

by the second-largest Tribal Community of Telangana- the Koya tribe for four days.  

 This year it is being celebrated from 16th-19th February, 2022. 

 The activities for which funds have been sanctioned by the Union Tribal Affairs 

Ministry include promotion of Medaram, Tribal Culture and Heritage, inclusive of the 

execution of the protection wall to the Sanctum of Chilakalagutta and Murals on the 

walls and the Cultural Complex – Model Koya Tribal Village in the premises of 

Museum, convening a weeklong State Level Tribal Dance Festival, strengthening of 

the Museum, and so on.  

 Other essential activities that will be undertaken comprehensively are the Research 

and Documentation of the Minor Koya Festivals, organization of various State Level 

Competitions, Economic Support to the MSME Units among others. 

 Considering the footfall of the festival and its auspicious significance, the Jathara was 

declared a State Festival in 1996. 

 The four days’ Medaram Jathara is the most auspicious event for the lakhs of 

devotees who wait for two long years to behold such a rare occasion.  

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs’ continuous support of this festival aims to generate 

awareness and a harmonious bond between the visitors and the Tribal communities 

of Telangana. Moreover, it assists the tribals to preserve their unique Tribal 

Culture 
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Traditions, Culture and Heritage and promote their tribal History on a global scale. It 

is also an embodiment of the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. 

 

 

 

1. Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED) 

 Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra Kumar launches 

the Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs (SEED) at Dr. Ambedkar 

International Centre, New Delhi for the welfare of Denotified, Nomadic and Semi 

Nomadic Communities. 

 The DNTs, NTs, SNTs are the one of the most deprived and economically weaker 

communities in India.  

 There are historical reasons for this. The misery of these communities began with the 

enactment of the Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 during British rule. These communities 

were subjugated, persecuted and neglected.  

The four component of the SEED scheme are: 

o Educational empowerment- Free coaching to students from these 

communities for Civil Services, entry to professional courses like medicine, 

engineering, MBA, etc. 

o Health Insurance through PMJAY of National Health Authority. 

o Livelihoods to support income generation, and 

o Housing (through PMAY/IAY) 

 One important feature of this scheme is the online portal which has been developed 

by the Department. This portal will ensure seamless registration and will also act as a 

repository of the data on these communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Social Issues 
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1. Central govt should include Ambadwe village in Panch Tirtha 

Yojana to preserve Babasaheb's memory, says Prez Kovind 

 President Ram Nath Kovind said that Ambadwe village, the birthplace of Bharat 

Ratna Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar should guide the country towards self-reliance.  

 He also said that the central government should include this village in the Panch 

Tirtha Yojana to preserve Babasaheb's memory. 

 The President was speaking after visiting this village.  

 Ambadawe is a village in the Mandangad taluk of Ratnagiri district in Maharashtra. 

 

2. River Devika project 

 Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh said here today that the historic River Devika 

project, built at the cost of over Rs 190 crore, will be complete by June 2022.  

 North India's first river rejuvenation project will offer a unique destination both for 

pilgrim tourists as well as recreation tourists, in addition to being a state-of-the-art 

cremation centre.  

 This will bring Udhampur prominently on India's map. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

launched the Devika project during his visit to Jammu in early 2019. 

 The project includes the construction of three sewage treatment plants of 8 MLD, 4 

MLD and 1.6 MLD capacity, sewerage network of 129.27 km, development of two 

cremation ghats, protection fencing and landscaping, small hydropower plants and 

three solar power plants.  

 On completion of the project, the rivers will see reduction in pollution and 

improvement in water quality. 

 Also the country's first Highway Village being constructed by NHAI is coming up on 

fast track on Udhampur National Highway and the Centrally funded Medical College 

will start its classes next year through NEET selection. 

 

 

 

Geography 
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1. ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health Account) number 

 The National Health Authority (NHA) under its flagship scheme of Ayushman Bharat 

Digital Mission (ABDM) announced integration with Aarogya Setu, the hugely popular 

health app by the Government of India.  

 This integration takes the benefits of a 14-digit unique ABHA (Ayushman Bharat 

Health Account) number to the Aarogya Setu user base and beyond. 

 Under the ABDM, a user can generate their unique ABHA number.  

 They can use the ABHA number to link their existing and new medical records 

including doctor prescriptions, lab reports, hospital records etc.  

 They can also share these records with registered health professionals and health 

service providers and also access other digital health services whilst maintaining a 

common pool of medical history. 

 With the integration of Aarogya Setu with ABDM, we will now be able to make the 

benefits of ABDM available to the users of Aarogya Setu and enable them to join the 

digital health ecosystem, with their due consent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health 
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2. Indian scientists develop next-generation probiotic that 

provides hope for longevity and healthy aging 

 

 A team of Indian Scientists has identified probiotic bacterium Lactobacillus 

Plantarum JBC5 from a dairy product that showed great promise in promoting 

healthy aging.  

 The team has also developed a yogurt using this probiotic bacterium which can be 

consumed to derive all these health benefits. 

 Probiotics are live microorganisms promoted with claims that they provide health 

benefits when consumed, generally by improving or restoring the gut flora. 

 Probiotics are considered generally safe to consume, but may cause bacteria-host 

interactions and unwanted side effects in rare cases. 

 There is some evidence that probiotics are beneficial for some conditions, but there 

is little evidence for many of the health benefits claimed for them. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

3. Lassa fever 

 

 One of the three persons diagnosed with Lassa fever in the UK has died on February 

11 2022. The cases have been linked to travel to west African countries.  

 The Lassa virus is named after a town in Nigeria where the first cases were 

discovered. 

What is Lassa fever, how does it spread and what are its symptoms? 

 The Lassa fever-causing virus is found in West Africa and was first discovered in 

1969 in Lassa, Nigeria, the Centers for Disease Control and Pollution (CDC) notes. 

 The fever is spread by rats and is primarily found in countries in West Africa including 

Sierra Leone, Liberia, Guinea, and Nigeria where it is endemic. 

 A person can become infected if they come in contact with household items of food 

that is contaminated with the urine or feces of an infected rat.  

 It can also be spread, though rarely, if a person comes in contact with a sick person’s 

infected bodily fluids or through mucous membranes such as the eyes, nose or the 

mouth. Person-to-person transmission is more common in healthcare settings. 

 Symptoms typically appear 1-3 weeks after exposure. Mild symptoms include slight 

fever, fatigue, weakness and headache and more serious symptoms include 

bleeding, difficulty breathing, vomiting, facial swelling, pain in the chest, back, and 

abdomen and shock. 

 Death can occur from two weeks of the onset of symptoms, usually as a result of 

multi-organ failure.  

 The best way to avoid getting infected is to avoid contact with rats.  
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 This means avoiding contact with rats not only in places where the disease is 

endemic, but also maintaining hygiene in other areas to prevent rats from entering 

the house, keeping food in rat-proof containers and laying down rat traps, the CDC 

advises. 

 

4. Obstructive Sleep Apnoea (OSA) 

 Singer and music composer Bappi Lahiri (69) passed away following complications 

from Obstructive Sleep Apnoea (OSA), bringing attention to a widely prevalent but 

under-diagnosed medical condition.  

 OSA is a disorder in which a person's breathing stops and starts repeatedly in their 

sleep. 

What is Obstructive Sleep Apnoea or OSA? 

 Obstructive sleep apnoea occurs when muscles in the throat and upper airway relax 

intermittently during sleep and block the airway.  

 It usually happens in obese men, less commonly in women but it does happen. When 

a person is Obese, they develop extra fat on their larynx and pharynx (muscles in the 

throat) that can close off their airway in sleep.  

 Although the condition doesn't kill by itself, it can lead to heart attacks and strokes 

due to the low oxygen level. In the long run, it can also result in increasing blood 

pressure, abnormal heart rhythms, and other metabolic disorders.  

 It further leads to an increase in obesity, compounding the problem. 

 OSA also leads to a lot of road traffic accidents as people with OSA tend to doze off 

while driving, "OSA is the most common cause of road accidents in the US. 

 Snoring is one of the most common symptoms of OSA, but not everyone who snores 

has it. 

 For treatment, the best method is to use a CPAP (Continuous Positive Airway 

Pressure) therapy. 
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1. PM Modi to deliver inaugural address at TERI’s World 

Sustainable Development Summit 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will deliver the inaugural address at the Energy and 

Resources Institute’s (TERI) World Sustainable Development Summit on 16th 

February 2022. 

About the Summit: 

 World Sustainable Development Summit is TERI’s annual flagship event.  

 The Summit’s theme this year is ‘Towards a Resilient Planet: Ensuring a Sustainable 

and Equitable Future.’  

 A wide range of issues will be discussed at the summit including climate change, 

sustainable production, energy transitions, global commons, and resource security. 

 

2. India lacks solar waste handling policy 

 While India ramps up its solar power installation, it does not yet have a firm policy on 

managing waste that results from used solar panels or from the manufacturing 

process. 

 The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) last December estimated that 

the global photovoltaic waste will touch 78 million tonnes by 2050, with India 

expected to be one of the top five photovoltaic-waste creators. 

Environment 
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 India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account 

for it separately, according to a response to a question in the Rajya Sabha.  

 Minister for New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) R.K. Singh said a committee had 

been constituted under the chairmanship of the Ministry’s Secretary to propose an 

action plan to evolve a “circular economy” in solar panel, through reuse/recycling of 

waste generated.  

 There was no commercial raw material recovery facility for solar e-waste operational 

in India, but a pilot facility for solar panel recycling and material recovery had been 

set up by a private company in Gummidipoondi, Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

 India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account 

for it separately, according to a response to a question in the Rajya Sabha 

 While India ramps up its solar power installation, it does not yet have a firm policy on 

managing waste that results from used solar panels or from the manufacturing 

process 

 Despite its ambitious expansion plans, much of India’s solar PV manufacturing uses 

imported components with parts mostly sourced from China. 

 

3. Extended Producers Responsibility on plastic packaging 

under Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016 

 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has notified the Guidelines 

on Extended Producers Responsibility on plastic packaging under Plastic Waste 

Management Rules, 2016.  

 The guidelines on extended producer responsibility coupled with prohibition of 

identified single use plastic items, which have low utility and high littering potential, 

with effect from 1st July 2022, are important steps for reducing pollution caused due 

to littered plastic waste in the country. 

 The Guidelines provide a framework to strengthen the circular economy of plastic 

packaging waste, promote development of new alternatives to plastics and provide 

further next steps for moving towards sustainable plastic packaging by businesses.  

 Reuse of rigid plastic packaging material has been mandated in the guidelines to 

reduce the use of fresh plastic material for packaging. 

 The enforceable prescription of minimum level of recycling of plastic packaging waste 

collected under EPR along with use of recycled plastic content will further reduce 

plastic consumption and support recycling of plastic packaging waste. 

 The EPR guidelines will give a boost for formalization and further development of the 

plastic waste management sector.  
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 In a significant first, the guidelines allow for sale and purchase of surplus extended 

producer responsibility certificates, thus setting up a market mechanism for plastic 

waste management. 

 The implementation of EPR will be done through a customized online platform which 

will act as the digital backbone of the system. The online platform will allow tracking 

and monitoring of EPR obligations.  

 The Guidelines prescribe a framework for levy of environmental compensation based 

upon polluter pays principle, with respect to non-fulfilment of extended producer 

responsibility targets by producers, importers & brand owners, for the purpose of 

protecting and improving the quality of the environment and preventing, controlling 

and abating environment pollution.  

 The funds collected shall be utilized for collection, recycling and end of life disposal 

of uncollected plastic waste in an environmentally sound manner. 

 Under these producers, importers & brand owners, may operate schemes such as 

deposit refund system or buy back or any other model, in order to prevent mixing of 

plastic packaging waste with solid waste. 

 

4. “Rejuvenating Watersheds for Agricultural Resilience through 

Innovative Development” (REWARD) Project 

 The Government of India, the State Governments of Karnataka and Odisha and the 

World Bank have signed a $115 million (INR 869 crore) Programme (Rejuvenating 

Watersheds for Agricultural Resilience through Innovative Development Programme) 

that will help national and state institutions adopt improved watershed management 

practices to help increase farmers’ resilience to climate change, promote higher 

productivity and better incomes. 

 The Government of India has committed to restoring 26 million hectares of degraded 

land by 2030 and doubling farmers’ income by 2023. Effective watershed 

management can help enhance livelihoods in rainfed areas, while building a more 

resilient food system.  

 In this context, the new program will help the participating state governments in their 

efforts to transform watershed planning and execution and adopt science-based 

planning that could be replicated across the country. It will also help the participating 

and others states to adopt new approaches to watershed development. 

 The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) financing will 

support Karnataka with $60 million (INR 453.5 crore), Odisha with $49 million (INR 
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370 crore), and the remaining $6 million (INR 45.5 crore) will be for the central 

government’s Department of Land Resources.  

 The $115 million (INR 869 crore) loan has a maturity of 15 years, including a grace 

period of 4.5 years. 

 

5. Great Backyard Bird Count begins 

 

 The first day of the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) in Mysuru, which kicked off, 

has reinforced the rich biodiversity of Kukkarahalli Lake and the imperatives of its 

conservation. 

 For, as many as 62 species of birds were found in the lake precincts which is located 

in the heart of the city and has emerged as a favourite spot for morning walkers in 

Mysuru. 

 The GBCC is a global event entailing backyard bird count and is being held for four 

days across the world from February 18 to 21 and the data uploaded will be 

harnessed for conservation. 

 It is being coordinated in India by e-bird India and Birdcount-India.  

 While the first day session was held at Kukkarahalli Lake, it will be conducted at 

Hebbal Lake. The birds at Karanji Lake and Muganahundi Lake will be accounted for 

while the exercise will cover Lingambudhi lake and Thippaiayana Kere.  

 Apart from taking stock of the birds and enumerating their species the exercise has 

also given insight into the state of the ecosystem. 

 The exercise also helps provide a ‘’snapshot’’ of the bird population and throws light 

on the ecosystem supporting it and whether the population is dwindling or the bird 

distribution pattern is changing due to human intervention and its impact on habitat. 
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1. NASA's new space telescope sees 1st starlight, takes selfie 

 

 Nasa’s new space telescope has captured its first starlight and even taken a selfie of 

its giant, gold mirror. 

 All 18 segments of the primary mirror on the James Webb Space Telescope seem to 

be working properly one and half months into the mission. 

 The telescope's first target was a bright star 258 light-years away in the constellation 

Ursa Major. 

 Over the next few months, the hexagonal mirror segments will be aligned and 

focused as one, allowing science observations to begin by the end of June. 

 The $10 billion infrared observatory — considered the successor to the aging Hubble 

Space Telescope — will seek light from the first stars and galaxies that formed in the 

universe nearly 14 billion years ago.  

 It will also examine the atmospheres of alien worlds for any possible signs of life. 

 NASA did not detect the crippling flaw in Hubble's mirror until after its 1990 launch; 

more than three years passed before spacewalking astronauts were able to correct 

the telescope's blurry vision. 

 While everything is looking good so far with Webb, engineers should be able to rule 

out any major mirror flaws by next month, Feinberg said. 

Science and Technology 
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 Webb’s 21-foot (6.5-meter), gold-plated mirror is the largest ever launched into 

space. An infrared camera on the telescope snapped a picture of the mirror as one 

segment gazed upon the targeted star. 

 Webb blasted off from South America in December and reached its designated perch 

1 million miles (1.6 million kilometers) away last month. 

 

2. Modified Elephant 

 American cybersecurity firm Sentinel One has released a report on modified 

Elephant—a hacking group that allegedly planted incriminating evidence on the 

personal devices of Indian journalists, human rights activists, human rights 

defenders, academics and lawyers. 

 According to the report, Modified Elephant maliciously targeted specific groups and 

individuals, including the activists arrested in the Bhima Koregaon case of 2018. It 

called the incident ‘one of the most serious cases of evidence tampering’ that the firm 

had ever encountered. 

How does Modified Elephant deploy malware to its targets?  

 According to the report, Modified Elephant operators have been infecting their targets 

using spear phishing emails with malicious file attachments over the last decade, with 

their techniques getting more sophisticated over time. 

 Spearphishing refers to the practice of sending emails to targets that look like they 

are coming from a trusted source to either reveal important information or install 

different kinds of malware on their computer systems. 

What does Modified Elephant do to its victims’ devices? 

 The report terms the malware typically deployed by Modified Elephant as both 

mundane and effective for its purpose: to obtain remote access to and unrestricted 

control of victims’ devices.  

 NetWire and DarkComet, two publicly-available remote access trojans (RATs), were 

the primary malware families deployed by Modified Elephant, according to Sentinel 

One.  
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3. ISRO successfully launches EOS-04, two other satellites  

 The Indian Space Research Organisation (Isro) successfully launched its earth 

observation satellite EOS-4 and two co-passenger technology demonstrator and 

scientific satellites from the first launch pad at the country’s only spaceport in 

Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. 

 “After a flight of about 17 minutes 34 seconds three satellites namely EOS-04, 

INSPIREsat-1 and INST-2TD were injected successfully into a sun-synchronous 

polar orbit of 529 km.  

 After separation, two solar arrays of EOS-04 deployed automatically and Isro 

Telemetry Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC) in Bengaluru assumed control. 

The satellite will be manoeuvred to its final position and begin providing data in a few 

days. 

 The 1,700kg EOS-04 is a radar imaging satellite capable of providing high-quality 

images under all weather conditions. It can be used to capture images for agriculture, 

forestry, flood mapping, soil moisture and hydrology. The satellite has a mission life 

of 10 years. 

 The spacecraft will also carry the INS-2DT technology demonstrator satellite, which 

has a thermal imaging camera and can help in the assessment of land and water 

surface temperatures apart from mapping vegetation. 

 The third InspireSat-1 satellite was developed by the Indian Institute of Space 

Science and Technology, University of Colorado, US, Singapore’s Nanyang 

Technological University, and National Central University in Taiwan. This satellite will 

use two instruments to study ionosphere dynamics and the Sun’s coronal heating 

process. 

 

4. Strict anti-doxxing policies for Meta 

 Meta’s oversight board has suggested Facebook and Instagram to make strict 

doxxing rules. It urged Meta to consider doxxing as “severe,” that should prompt 

temporary account suspension.  

What is doxxing? 

 Doxxing is publishing and analysing others' personal information on the internet with 

a malicious intent that can reveal the person's real identity making them victims of 

harassments and cyber attacks. 

 The firm highlighted how doxxing is used to shame or punish people who would 

rather stay anonymous, because of their controversial beliefs or other types of non-

mainstream activity.  
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 It reckons that most of us are careless with the information we share on the Internet, 

that cybercriminals can use to find out our real identity and harass us. 

Why is Meta's oversight board concerned about doxxing? 

 The board noted that publishing private or identifying information of an individual like 

their residential address and images on Meta's platforms with malicious intent can 

lead to harassment or stalking. 

 Doxxing can result in emotional distress, loss of employment and even physical harm 

or death.  

 

5. India to prepare digital maps of all villages 

 

 India plans to prepare digital maps of all its 6,00,000 villages and pan-India 3D maps 

will be prepared for 100 cities, Unio Science Minister Jitendra Singh said at an event 

to mark a year of the updated geospatial policy guidelines. 

 An ongoing scheme, piloted by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, called SVAMITVA 

(Survey of Villages and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) was 

launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April 2020 

 The updated guidelines help private companies to prepare a variety of maps without 

needing approvals from a host of ministries and make it easier to use drones and 

develop applications via location mapping.  

 The “trinity of geospatial Systems, drone Policy and unlocked Space Sector will be 

the hallmark of India’s future economic progress”. 

 The complete geospatial policy would be announced “soon” as the liberalisation of 

guidelines had yielded very positive outcomes within a year’s time.  

 The Geographical Information based system mapping would also be useful in forest 

management, disaster management, electrical utilities, land records, water 

distribution, and property taxation. 
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 The size of the Indian Geospatial market in 2020 to be ₹23,345 Crore including 

₹10,595 crore of export which was likely to grow to ₹36,300 crore by 2025. 

 Background 

 The SVAMITVA scheme was launched by PM Modi on April 24, 2020.  

 The scheme, Mr. Modi said at its launch, would help establish “clear ownership” of 

property in rural areas by mapping land parcels using drone technology and 

providing a ‘record of rights’ to eligible households by issuing legal ownership cards 

to them. 
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1. Modernisation of Police Forces 

 The Government under the leadership of Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has 

approved continuation of umbrella scheme of Modernisation of Police Forces (MPF) 

for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26.  

Salient Features of the scheme are: 

 Provision has been made under the Scheme for internal security, law and order, 

adoption of modern technology by Police, assisting States for narcotics control and 

strengthening the criminal justice system by developing a robust forensic set-up in 

the country. 

  The Scheme for modernization of State police forces has a Central outlay of 

Rs.4,846 crore. 

  To develop operationally independent high-quality forensic sciences facilities in 

States/Union Territories for aiding scientific and timely investigation through 

modernization of resources.    

 A central Scheme for Modernisation of Forensic Capacities with outlay of 

Rs.2,080.50 crore has been approved.  

 Six LWE related schemes with Central outlay of Rs.8,689 crore have been 

approved.  These schemes include Special Central Assistance (SCA) to Most LWE 

Affected Districts & Districts of Concern to consolidate the gains. 

 Central sector scheme of ‘Assistance to States & Union Territories for Narcotics 

Control with outlay of Rs.50 crore has been continued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence and Security 
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1. Book titled “Atal Bihari Vajpayee” authored by Sagarika Ghose 

launched 

 

 Book titled “Atal Bihari Vajpayee” authored by Sagarika Ghose has been launched. It 

is a biography on the former Prime Minister of India. 

 It is a biography of the former Prime Minister of India. Sagarika Ghose is a journalist. 

She has also authored a book titled "Indira: India's Most Powerful Prime Minister". 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books and Authors 
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1. National Women's Day 2022 

 

 National Women's Day is celebrated on the birth anniversary of the Nightingale of 

India Sarojini Naidu (13th February).  

 She played a major role in India's struggle for freedom against British colonial rule. 

She was an influential leader who travelled the entire country to create awareness 

amongst people about social welfare, the emancipation of women, and various 

related topics by later forming the Women's Indian Association. 

 She played an active role in the Civil disobedience movement and the Quit India 

movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. So, every year February 13th is dedicated to 

National Women's Day, keeping her as the key figure during India's independence 

struggle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Days 
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2. World Radio Day 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has greeted all radio listeners and those who enrich 

this outstanding medium with their talent as well as creativity on World Radio Day.  

 February 13 is celebrated as World Radio Day internationally every year.  

 The day was decided by UNESCO in September 2011 during its 36th conference. 

Since then the day is dedicated to acknowledging the value of radio in the lives of 

people across the world. 

 The idea was proposed in UNESCO by the Spanish radio Academy in September 

2010. After a year of discussion, the members of the state, UNESCO finally decided 

to dedicate February 13 as World Radio Day.  

World Radio Day 2022- Theme 

 Radio continues to be one of the most trusted and used media in the world, according 

to different international reports. The theme of the 2022 edition of World Radio Day is 

thus devoted to "Radio and Trust".  

 This year’s World Radio Day theme has been divided into three sub-themes namely  

o Trust in radio journalism,  

o Trust and accessibility, and  

o Trust and viability of radio stations.  
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1. Tom Tom Traffic Index 

 Mumbai and Bengaluru have emerged as the 5th and 10th most congested cities in 

the world in 2021, despite pandemic-related restrictions keeping cars off the roads for 

the most part. 

 Delhi and Pune ranked 1lth and 21st among 404 cities across 58 countries, 

according to Tom Tom Traffic Index's global top 25 list. 

 However, the congestion level in Delhi during 2021 was 14% less than in 2019 while 

in Mumbai, Bengaluru and Pune, the level dropped by 18%, 32% and 29% 

respectively, according to the report. 

 Istanbul topped the list, while Moscow came in second. 

 Bengaluru and Delhi - made it to the top 10 list. While Mumbai was ranked second, 

Bengaluru was at sixth position and Delhi eighth. 

 

2. Democracy Index 2021: India's Score Improves, Ranking 46 Of 

167 Countries 

 

Index and Reports 
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 India has ranked 46 out of 167 countries surveyed in the latest iteration of the 

Economist Intelligence Unit's (EIU) 'Democracy Index 2021',which pertains to the 

year 2021, scoring 6.91 out of a possible 10.  

 Norway maintains its top spot in this year's index with a near perfect score of 9.75. 

This is followed by New Zealand (9.37), Finland (9.27), Sweden (9.26) and Iceland 

(9.18). 

 This is an improvement of seven places and 0.3 points when compared to its score 

last year. In fact, it is among the top 10 countries with respect to their score 

improvement.  

How is the Democracy Index calculated?  

 The Democracy Index ranks countries on 60 indicators grouped into five categories, 

giving it a score from 0 - 10 (with 10 being the best obtainable score). The EIU uses 

its own poll and expert assessment to arrive at these scores. The five categories can 

be seen below.  

o Electoral process and pluralism: India maintains a robust score of 8.67 from 

last year  

o Functioning of the government: India's score improves this time from 7.14 to 

7.5  

o Political participation: India's score has improved from 6.67 to 7.22  

o Political culture: This score remains at 5.0  

o Civil liberties: This score has improved from 5.59 to 6.18. 
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1. Rahul Bajaj passes away at 83 

 

 Rahul Bajaj, 83, one of India’s leading industrialists and chairman emeritus of Bajaj 

Auto Ltd., passed away in Pune. 

 A grandson of the industrialist, freedom fighter and group founder Jamnalal Bajaj, 

Bajaj helmed the eponymous group of companies, which have a presence across 

industries including automobiles, general and life insurance, and consumer finance, 

for almost four decades till 2005. 

 After assuming a leadership role in 1965, he steered the diversified entity during 

India’s transition from a closed economy to a liberalised one.  

 Bajaj drove the flagship Bajaj Auto to expand its product portfolio with the Bajaj brand 

finding a foothold in global markets while warding off emerging competition from 

Japanese motorcycle makers mounting a challenge to the company’s scooters. 

 Under his stewardship, Bajaj Auto saw its turnover surge to ₹12,000 crore, with the 

firm’s scooters becoming the mainstay.  

 The Bajaj Chetak scooter became an aspirational symbol for middle-class Indian 

families, across the 1980s and ‘90s, with the ‘Hamara Bajaj’ ad jingle becoming 

synonymous with their hopes of a better future. 

 Rahul Bajaj was elected to the Rajya Sabha in June 2006 and remained a member 

till 2010. 

Obituaries 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Bajaj was a recipient of many awards, including the Padma Bhushan. 

 He also held several other leadership positions, including as the chairman of the 

erstwhile Indian Airlines and chairman of the board of governors of the Indian 

Institute of Technology, Bombay. 

 Bajaj was a former chairman of the International Business Council, World Economic 

Forum and a former president of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

 Under Bajaj’s stewardship, the first codification of corporate governance norms in the 

country happened way back in 1998, well before any regulation or law came into 

being in this important space. 

 

2. Bappi Lahiri (1952-2022): The man who brought disco to the 

mainstream in the ’80s, set feet tapping across India 

 

 Lahiri, 69, who heralded disco-pop and ruled film music in the ’70s and ’80s with a 

string of chart-topping songs, died in Mumbai due to obstructive sleep apnea.  

 Lahiri learned music from his Bengali singer parents, Aparesh and Bansuri Lahiri, in 

Jalpaiguri, West Bengal, and his maternal uncle, actor and playback singer Kishore 

Kumar.  

 After learning the basics of classical music from his parents, including some training 

in tabla, Lahiri moved to Mumbai when he was 19 years old and began creating 

music in an industry dominated by R D Burman, Laxmikant-Pyarelal and Kalyanji-

Anandji among others.       
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1. Small leap for chinkaras at Bagalkot sanctuary 

 

 The state’s first wildlife sanctuary for chinkaras (Indian Gazelle) at Yadahalli in 

the Bagalkot district has given the wildlife buffs and the forest department a reason 

to rejoice. 

 Population of the endangered antelope species has gone up, says a study by a 

Coimbatore-based Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History team. 

 Based on the camera trapping of the antelopes’ pugmarks and fecas, the team found 

that the population has gone up. 

 The chinkaras, like nilgai and black bucks, live in arid areas, rocky terrain and 

subtropical light forests and are shy and timid. They have a strong sense of smell 

and they run away when the human scent is detected. The reason why they are 

rarely spotted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State News 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

2. Public Order 

 The Karnataka High Court is hearing a challenge to the constitutionality of the state 

government’s ban on students wearing a hijab in educational institutions. In 

Tuesday’s hearing, the judges heard an argument on whether the state can justify 

the ban on the ground that it violates ‘public order’. 

What is public order? 

 Public order is one of the three grounds on which the state can restrict freedom of 

religion. Public order is also one of the grounds to restrict free speech and other 

fundamental rights. 

 Article 25 of the Constitution guarantees to all persons the right to freedom and 

conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate religion subject to 

public order, morality and health. 

 Public order is normally equated with public peace and safety. According to List 2 of 

the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, the power to legislate on aspects of public 

order rests with the states. 

How does it relate to the hijab ban? 

 According to the government order issued on February 5 under the Karnataka 

Education Act, 1983, “public order” is one of the reasons for not allowing students to 

wear a headscarf in educational institutions along with “unity” and “integrity.” 

 

3. Karnataka govt may allow growers to sell sandalwood in open 

market 

 

 Two decades after allowing the public to be the owners of sandalwood trees 

(Santalum album), the Forest department is now planning to permit farmers in north 
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Karnataka to sell their produce in the free market, in a major reform aimed at cutting 

the red tape. 

 Karnataka has been known for its sandalwood with the cultural lore celebrating the 

state as ‘Gandhada Gudi’ (Abode of sandalwood). 

 However, until 2001, the public in the state could not claim ownership of a 

sandalwood tree even when they grow it on their land. The government then 

amended the rules, giving them the right of ownership. However, sandalwood tree 

growers still have many rules to comply with, starting from  cutting the tree to 

transiting and marketing it.  

 The Forest department is growing sandalwood in plantations, with the area estimated 

at over 1,600 hectares (ha).  

 The department is also distributing 8 lakh to 10 lakh seedlings to farmers and 

growers every year under various schemes. 

Sandalwood trees (Santalum album) 

 Santalum album, or Indian sandalwood, is a small tropical tree, and the traditional 

source of sandalwood oil. It is native to southern India and Southeast Asia.  

 It is considered sacred in some religions like Hinduism, and some cultures place 

great significance on its fragrant and medicinal qualities.  

 However, the high value of the species has caused over-exploitation, to the point 

where the wild population is vulnerable to extinction.  

 Indian sandalwood still commands high prices for its essential oil owing to its high 

alpha santalol content, but due to the lack of sizable trees it is no longer used for fine 

woodworking as before.  

 The plant is long-lived, but harvest is only viable after many years. 
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4. Double-decker buses for tourism revival in Mysuru, Hampi 

 

 The Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation (KSTDC) has introduced 

specially designed six double-decker buses ‘Ambari’ for visits to tourist destinations 

in Mysuru and Unesco World Heritage site Hampi to revive the tourism industry in the 

post-pandemic phase.  

 While the four buses will ferry tourists in Mysuru, the other two will be stationed at 

Hampi.  

 The buses originate from the Mysore Palace and go around the city and visit historic 

and cultural attractions. The KSTDC has slashed the fare from Rs 250 to Rs 150 per 

ticket to attract more tourists ahead of summer holidays.  
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5. Channaveera Kanavi will be best known for steering between 

Navodaya and Navya eras 

 

 Channaveera Kanavi passed away on 16th February 2022. 

 Channaveera Kanavi was a remarkable lyric poet who began to write when the 

Navodaya poetic tradition held sway and had produced some of the greatest modern 

Kannada poets such as Bendre, Kuvempu and PuTiNa. 

 Even Gopalakrishna Adiga and Dr Ramachandra Sharma who ushered in modernist 

poetry had served a long apprenticeship to this tradition. 

 His marvellous sonnets, Sunita, use its compact form and fixed structure with such 

versatility, it is hard to believe he is using a form introduced by the Italian Petrarch 

and renovated by Elizabethan poets. 

 One of the abiding metaphors in his poetry is of ‘two shores’ and in his poetic career, 

he had to steer his poetry between the two shores of Navodaya and Navya 

(modernist) modes in Kannada literature. 

 His creative response to navya is more than what the popular sobriquet Samanvaya 

Kavi (poet of integration) suggests.  

 What happened was Kanavi continued to explore his major preoccupation — the 

sense of wonder at the ambivalence of human existence caught between the two 

shores of the real and the ideal, the here and the hereafter by learning from the new 

modes of poetry. 

 He also enlarged his poetic world by writing about the urban world with wit, irony and 

deep reflection. 

 His later poetry is crowded with images of the urban world, but they brush shoulders 

with his patent images from the world of nature. 
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 Kanavi excelled in creating amazing poetic portraits of Bendre, Mallikarjun Mansur, 

Madhura Chenna and Chandrashekhar Patil. 

 Kanavi was a reflective poet who wrote in a controlled meditative style which would 

quickly shift from the ordinary everyday monologue to a deep philosophical search. 

 

6. Hijab Row highlights: Karnataka govt will abide by HC interim 

order, says CM 

 Several students wearing hijabs in colleges across Karnataka staged fresh protests 

as they were denied entry citing High Court's interim order.  

 Section 144 has been imposed near SJMVS' Arts & Commerce College for Women 

in Hubballi.  

 Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973 authorized the 

Executive Magistrate of any state or territory to issue an order to prohibit the 

assembly of four or more people in an area.  

 According to the law, every member of such 'unlawful assembly' can be booked for 

engaging in rioting.   

 Section 144 is imposed in urgent cases of nuisance or apprehended danger of some 

event that has the potential to cause trouble or damage to human life or property. 

Section 144 of CrPC generally prohibits public gathering. 

 

7. 'Skill on Wheels' ready to reach rural Karnataka 

 The unemployed youth in rural Karnataka will soon get free skill-based training at 

their doorsteps.  

 The department of skill development, employability and entrepreneurship is 

launching a unique programme called ‘Skill on Wheels’ (Kaushalya Ratha).  

 It will reach various villages across the state and train youngsters on board. For this 

purpose, eight vehicles are ready to travel across the state. 

 In the first phase, the department has identified four districts: Mysuru, Bagalkot, 

Uttara Kannada and Chamarajanagar. All the taluks in these districts will be covered 

under the programme. 

 Youths, aged 18 years and above with a grade 8 pass certificate, can avail the 

benefit of the programme.  

 The department officials said the Union government is providing financial assistance 

under the Sankalp programme. 
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 The training is for 208 hours with the cost of Rs 42 per hour per candidate. The 

department is planning to train 15 members in each batch.  

 The candidates will be trained in several skills from basic electrician technician to 

assistant beauty therapist. According to officials, these skills will help the candidates 

to get employability at the local level and the training is completely free of cost. 

 Domestic wiring, motor winding and repair, repair fan, mixer, submersible pump, 

repair geyser, stove and electric iron. Along with this, makeup services, manicure, 

pedicure, common hairdos and Mehendi/Henna designing skills will also be taught.  
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1. India's Export 

Export of Shallots 

 India's export of Shallots sees a boom with a growth of 487% since 2013. Exports 

rose from USD 2 Million in April-December 2013 to USD 11.6 Million in April-

December 2021.  

 Major export destinations during April-December 2021 were Sri Lanka (35.9%), 

Malaysia (29.4%), Thailand (12%), U Arab E (7.5%) & Singapore (5.8%). 

 The shallot is a botanical variety (a cultivar) of the onion. Until 2010, the shallot was 

classified as a separate species, Allium ascalonicum, a name that is a synonym of 

Allium cepa, the species name of the onion. 

Pineapple Exports 

 India’s export of Pineapple also rose by almost 100% to USD 3.26 Million during 

April-December 2021 compared to USD 1.63 Million during April-December 2013.  

 Major export destinations for Pineapple during April-December 2021 were U A E 

(32.2%), Nepal (22.7%), Qatar (16.6%), Maldives (13.2%) & U S A (7.1%). 

 India has been seeing consistent growth in exports. It may be noted that India’s 

merchandise export in January 2022 increased by 23.69% to USD 34.06 billion over 

USD 27.54 billion in January 2021; recording an increase of 31.75% over USD 25.85 

billion in January 2020.  

Merchandise Exports 

 India’s merchandise export in 2021-22 (April-January) rose by 46.53% to USD 

335.44 billion over USD 228.9 billion in 2020-21 (April-January); marking an increase 

of 27.0% over USD 264.13 billion in 2019-20 (April-January).  

Measures taken by the Government to boost the Exports 

 The government has been taking up a number of proactive steps to boost exports.  

An export monitoring desk has been set up to help remove impediments, constraints 

and bottlenecks faced by the export sector, especially during the pandemic.  

 Various Acts under the Department of Commerce are being reviewed to remove 

redundancies and outdated provisions.  

Mains 

 

Economy 
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 Several bilateral trade agreements are being pursued with great vigour. The 

government is committed towards developing each district in India as an export hub 

through initiatives such as One District One Product (ODOP).  

 Innovative measures such as use of payload carrying drones to address first and last 

mile connectivity issues are being taken.  

 Efforts are being made for reducing compliance burden through rationalization and 

decriminalization and several initiatives are being undertaken to improve the ease of 

doing business.  

 Support is also being extended to exporters through various exporters-oriented 

schemes.  

 The Government is also working on enhancing the value of branding of Indian 

exports to improve India’s global standing as a reliable supplier and proactive steps 

are being undertaken to align the nation with the global value chain.  

 An IT based platform for providing exporters licensing and addressing their 

grievances is also in the works. 

  

2. Building Safety Standards 

 Two people were killed and several others injured on Thursday (February 10) when a 

portion of a flat on the 6th floor collapsed at Chintels Paradiso housing complex in 

Gurgaon’s Sector 109. The incident happened when the slab of the flat that was 

under renovation collapsed all the way down to the first floor.  

How to know if a house is safe or not? 

 The first way to know if a house is safe is to check the certification given by the 

respective authority to the builder after construction – for instance, the certificates 

given by municipal corporations or development authority of respective states. 

 Every state has building bylaws that have to be followed during the time of 

construction and it is the role of the authorities to ensure that.  

 These bylaws cover aspects like ground coverage, floor area ratio, material used as 

per the soil requirement, tensile strength, beam and column strength, height 

restrictions as per the seismic zone.  

 Thereafter, one can check whether National Building Code of India (NBC), a 

comprehensive building code for regulating the building construction activities across 

the country, has been followed or not.  

 It serves as a Model Code for adoption by all agencies involved in building 

construction works, be they Public Works Departments, other government 

construction departments, local bodies or private construction agencies. 
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3. Conviction rate in human trafficking cases declining 

  

 Details of the conviction of cases involving human trafficking shared in Parliament 

earlier this month points out that the conviction rate in human trafficking cases has 

been declining over the past four years. The number of Anti Human Trafficking Units 

(AHTU) in the country has increased to 696.  

 AHTUs are specialised investigation units with the law enforcement that were created 

upon the directive of the Ministry of Home Affairs in 2008, by state governments in 

their respective states. 

 The conviction rate of cases related to human trafficking dropped from 27.8% in 2016 

to 10.6% in 2020. Between 2018 and 2019 the conviction rate in such cases 

increased from 19.4% to 22.5%.  

 The data has been sourced from a reply by Minister of State for Home Affairs, Ajay 

Kumar Mishra to a question in the Rajya Sabha earlier this month. 

 “The conviction rate will remain low unless India has a comprehensive legislation that 

provides for a strong investigation mechanism clarifying the roles and responsibilities 

of investigating agencies such as AHTUs and the NIA (National Investigation 

Agency). The proposed Trafficking in Persons Bill 2021 is one of the instruments that 

can really help in addressing all aspects of human trafficking and increasing 

conviction rate. 
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4. Climate Change 

 A new study published in the journal Nature suggests that the difference between a 

scenario where the Earth will be warmed by up to 1.8 degrees Celsius by the end of 

the 21st century and a scenario where the Earth will be warmed by upto 3.6 degrees 

Celsius depends on the social system. 

 In other words, public perceptions of climate change, the future cost and 

effectiveness of climate mitigation and technologies, and how political institutions 

respond to public pressure are important determinants of the degree to which the 

climate will change over the 21st century. 

 When it comes to global warming, one of the most prominent temperature-control 

goals is the figure of 1.5 degrees Celsius, which is the target set out by the 2015 

Paris Climate Agreement that was signed by 195 countries in 2015. 

 Net-zero, also referred to as carbon-neutrality, does not mean that a country would 

bring down its emissions to zero. That would be gross-zero, which means reaching a 

state where there are no emissions at all, a scenario hard to comprehend. Net-zero is 

a state in which a country’s emissions are compensated by absorption and removal 

of greenhouse gasses from the atmosphere. 

 The study says that there is a “strong probability” of warming between 2 and 3 

degrees Celsius at the end of the century. 

 The key drivers of how climate change will shape up include people’s perceptions 

and social groups, the improvements in mitigation technology over time and the 

responsiveness of political institutions. These key drivers trump individual actions, as 

per the study. 
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