
Place         : Chandra Layout, Bangalore  
CONTACT: +91 9654506161  

 
 
 

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
       (FEBRUARY 20th to 26th) 
 

 

 
 
 
 



What are you waiting for?

About US –

CREDENCE IAS an institute for civil service examination based in Bangalore since 2015! Team 

Credence has an immense experience in Classes & Test Series, having worked with various 

prestigious organisations in New Delhi (like VISION IAS). Institutions outstanding results in the 

UPSC/KPSC/KSP in a short period of time show the testimony of its dedicated team under the 

guidance of Sri Anil Kumar Bulla, Founder and MD.

We, at CREDENCE with the team of devout and acclaimed faculties nurture the students at each and 

every level from start to till the success of civil service examination. With continuous research and 

development we are prepared ourselves to cater the ever changing demands of civil service 

examination (IAS/KAS). With vision - 'pursuit of excellence' every student will be given due personal 

attention in their path of success at all the three stages of examination. A reliable and updated study 

material which acts handy to students in their endeavour.

CREDENCE IAS has been able to build a deeper association with its student due to its consistent and 

continuous efforts, to mentor and guide every student of CREDENCE IAS family through quality 

teaching & personalized attention throughout student's journey.

This personalised attention and Student friendly teaching is one of the charms of 

CRDENCE IAS

Credence believes, “teachers have the ability to shape leaders of the future”. Guided by this thought, 

CREDENCE IAS has a team of experienced members that comprises of highly acclaimed faculties 

and retired/serving bureaucrats, subject experts to ensure quality.

CREDENCE IAS
Managing Director

( Mr. Anil Kumar Bulla)

Place : Chandra Layout, Bangalore

CONTACT : +91 9654506161 / 9535944422 

Join us to realise your dream.



UPSC 
Prelims and Mains

KPSC 
Prelims and Mains

PSI  
Paper 1 and 2

Integrated Course

IAS/KAS 

Intensive Prelims & Mains Course

Duration: 11-12 months 

Duration of each class-3-4hrs, 6 days a week. (If need arises, classes can be held on Sundays also).

Includes comprehensive coverage of all the topics GS Paper

 Our Comprehensive Current Affairs classes of one year will keep the student updated.

 Includes comprehensive material Supplemented with Class Notes.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Online 
&

Offline

Classroom Programme

Test Series 

IAS /KAS/ PSI
Mentorship Program

UPSC / KPSC



                                                                 

 

1. ECONOMY…………………………..  

1. Kisan Drones 

2. Sebi makes separation of Chairman, MD 

posts voluntary for India Inc  

3. Non Banking Financial Companies 

4. Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, and 

Comics (AVGC) Sector 

5. Lavender designated as Doda brand 

product 

6. Union Minister Raj Giriraj Singh launches 

Rural Connectivity GIS Data in Public 

Domain 

7. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 

inaugurates Nikarshan Sadan – Dredging 

Museum in Visakhapatnam 

8. ‘Sustainable Cities India Program’ 

9. Ombudsperson App for Mahatma Gandhi 

NREGA 

10. Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

11. Asia's biggest Bio-CNG plant  

2. Polity and Governance…… 

1. Fundamental duties must be enforced, 

says plea in Supreme Court 

2. IT ministry initiates public consultation on 

draft data accessibility and use policy 

3. National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship 

(NMMSS) 

3.  International Relations............. 

1. Minsk agreements on the Ukraine conflict 

2. Putin to recognise Ukraine rebel 

territories as independent: Kremlin 

3. Meta's AI Supercomputer 

 

4. Cobra Warrior 

5. Why has Russia invaded Ukraine and 

what does Putin want  

6. P-8I, the Indian Navy’s frontline multi-

mission aircraft 

7. Chernobyl nuclear disaster site 

4. History…………………………………….. 

1. IHRS Indian organisation founded in 

London on 18 Feb, 1905 

2. Bengali poet, writer Nabin Chandra Sen 

5. Culture…………………………………….. 

1. Syed Haider Raza 

2. Narsinh Mehta 

6. Geography………………………………. 

1. 'Char Chinar' island 

7. Social Issues 

1. Gangubai Kathiawadi 

2. PM CARES for Children Scheme 

3. T.N. defends Vanniyar quota law in 

Supreme Court 

8. Health…………………………………… 

1. ‘Eat Right Campus’ 

2. CORBEVAX 

3. Umbilical cord blood was used to cure an 

HIV patient 

9. Environment……………………………. 

1. Moths vital to pollination in the Himalayan 

ecosystem, finds study 

2. Green Financing Critical to Decarbonizing 

the Indian Transport Sector 

Table of Contents 



                                                                 

 

 

3. Centre notifies EPR norms for plastic 

packaging waste 

10. Defence and Security…………. 

1. Presidential Fleet Review 

2. EXERCISE EASTERN BRIDGE -VI  

3. Centre blocks ‘SFJ-linked’ Punjab Politics 

TV’s apps, website, social media 

accounts 

4. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, or 

AFSPA 

11. Science and Technology……….. 

1. “Active Galactic Nuclei” 

2. Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate 

3. 3D manufacturing policy 

12. Sports……………………….. 

1. Mumbai to host 2023 International 

Olympic Committee session 

2. R Praggnanandhaa 

3. Bihar's Sakibul Gani creates world record 

on first-class debut with incredible triple-

century 

13. Important Days…………… 

1. World Day of Social Justice 2022 

14. Obituaries……………………………. 

1. PM condoles the passing away of noted 

Gandhian Shakuntala Choudhary  

15. State News………………………. 

1. ‘Technical glitch’ holds up Central funds 

for tiger conservation 

2. Bommai lays foundation stone for Aarati 

Mantap project 

3. Karnataka govt looks to extend eggs in 

midday meal to more districts 

 

 

 

4. Israeli delegation meets higher education 

minister 

5. Religious practice will have to be 

essential to faith: Government tells High 

Court 

6. Karnataka launches new software for 

Muzrai temples 

7. Karnataka reserves 1% teacher jobs for 

transgenders 

8. Drone survey to update land records in 

state 

9. E-office mandatory at Karnataka varsities 

from March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

1. Kisan Drones 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi flags off 100 Kisan drones to spray pesticides in 

farms across the country. 

 This special drive is aimed at helping farmers by giving their produce easy access 

to the markets. This will also increase the income of farmers. He said, this is a 

new chapter in the direction of modern agricultural facilities of the 21st century. 

 He expressed confidence that this will not only open the sky to unlimited 

possibilities, but will also prove to be a milestone in the development of the drone 

sector. 

 Highlighting the importance of drones in various fields, the Prime Minister said, 

priority has been given to technology in several policy decisions in this year's 

budget.  

 At present, drones are being used in many different areas including mapping of 

land, supply of medicines and vaccines, and spraying of pesticides. 

 This ecosystem will generate new employment opportunities in the drone sector. 

He said, Garuda Aerospace has set a target of manufacturing two lakh drones in 

the next two years and this will provide ample employment to youth. 

 

2. Sebi makes separation of Chairman, MD posts voluntary for 

India Inc 

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) has made it voluntary for India 

Inc to have a separate chairperson and managing director (MD)/chief executive 

officer (CEO).  

 Separation of roles was to become mandatory from April 1, 2022, for top 500 

companies.  

 However, in its board meeting this afternoon, the market regulator cited various 

industry representations, highlighting the constraints posed by the prevailing 

pandemic situation to make the separation of roles requirement voluntary. 

Economy 
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 A chairperson is the head of the board, while the MD/CEO is the head of 

management, who is supposed to report to the board. The rationale behind the 

separation of the two posts     was to have “a better and more balanced 

governance structure. 

 The reprieve will benefit more than 150 companies, which currently have the 

same individual as chairperson and MD/CEO. 

 

3. Non Banking Financial Companies 

 The Reserve Bank of India yesterday extended the timeline by six months for Non 

Banking Financial Companies to adhere to the new NPA recognition norms. 

 Earlier the regulator had set March 31 deadline for non-bank lenders to upgrade 

NPAs only after all arrears and principal dues are paid. 

 It said that NBFCs will have time till September 30 to put in place the necessary 

systems to implement this provision. 

 The RBI also clarified that loans classified as NPA will be upgraded to standard 

category only if all dues are paid. 

 In case of borrowers having more than one credit facility from a lending institution, 

loan accounts shall be upgraded from NPA to standard asset category only upon 

repayment of entire arrears of interest and principal pertaining to all the credit 

facilities. 

 The new RBI rules require NBFCs to treat such accounts as NPA until the 

borrower updates the account by paying all the EMIs due. 

 

4. Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, and Comics (AVGC) Sector 

 Ministry of Information and Broadcasting Secretary Apurva Chandra on Monday 

said the Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming, and Comics (AVGC) sector could 

provide an avenue to skilled manpower and become the backbone of the media 

and entertainment industry. 

 The announcement on AVGC Task Force in the Budget speech by Finance 

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman was a momentous event that recognised the sector’s 

importance and the role it played in creating employment. 
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 The content creation part of gaming required high skills and the government 

wanted to focus on that through the task force. India could become the content 

creation factory of the world in the sector. 

 Karnataka, one of the few states to have announced an Animation, Visual Effects, 

Gaming, and Comics (AVGC) policy, has been the notable exception. 

 In January this year, it launched its first centre of excellence for gaming, albeit 

nearly a decade after the policy announcement. 

 

5. Lavender designated as Doda brand product 

 Lavender has been designated as Doda brand product, while Kishtwar's Rattle 

Hydropower Project has been revived after over eight years. 

 Doda is the birthplace of India's Purple Revolution (Aroma Mission) and lavender 

can be promoted under ‘One District, One Product’ initiative of the Modi 

Government to attract Agri- StartUps, entrepreneurs and farmers.  

 CSIR-IIIM’s Aroma Mission is providing means of livelihood to budding farmers 

and Agri-Technocrats and promoting the spirit of entrepreneurship giving a boost 

to Start-Up India campaign.  

 Regarding the Purple Revolution, the Minister emphasized that 

awareness/beneficiary programmes should be organised in Doda, Jammu and 

other districts and later in the rest of the country to showcase the lucrative aspects 

of lavender cultivation so that StartUps under Aroma Mission would be 

encouraged.  

 This would also enhance the image of district Doda District that is the birthplace of 

Purple Revolution. 

 

6. Union Minister Raj Giriraj Singh launches Rural Connectivity 

GIS Data in Public Domain 

 Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Giriraj Singh launched Rural 

Connectivity GIS Data in Public Domain in New Delhi.  

 This includes Data for over 8 lakh rural facilities, 10 lakh habitations & 25 lakh 

kilometre  of rural roads which has been collected & digitised using the GIS 

platform developed for Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana. 
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 National Rural Infrastructure Development Agency, the nodal implementation 

agency of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana has also signed MoU with 3 

renowned GIS Firms & collaborating with Gati Shakti for releasing Rural 

Connectivity GIS Data in Public Domain.  

 The technology will be utilised for improvement in planning and implementation of 

projects in India’s rural areas.  

 The objective of the collaboration is to exchange the data for better planning and 

implementation of both Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana and GatiShakti. 

 The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) (transl. Prime Minister's 

Village Road Scheme) is a nationwide plan in India to provide good all-weather 

road connectivity to unconnected villages. 

 

7. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates Nikarshan 

Sadan – Dredging Museum in Visakhapatnam 

 Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways and AYUSH Sarbananda 

Sonowal on Wednesday inaugurated Nikarshan Sadan” – The DCI (Dredging 

Corporation of India) Dredging Museum at DCI campus in Visakhapatnam. 

Details 

 The museum displayed models of different types of dredgers, vintage photos and 

historical milestones of this dredging behemoth from the Eastern Port City of 

Vizag. 

 Dredging Corporation of India Limited, or DCI, is a unit engaged in the business of 

dredging.  

 DCI does dredging for Indian seaports exclusively. It occasionally dredges at 

foreign seaports in countries such as Sri Lanka, Taiwan and Dubai. 

 It is mainly involved in maintenance dredging. Almost all the maintenance 

dredging in Indian seaports is carried out by DCI due to government regulations. 

Centre of Excellence in Maritime and Shipbuilding (CEMS) 

 Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal also inaugurated a skill development facility -

Centre of Excellence in Maritime and Shipbuilding (CEMS) at a function in 

Visakhapatnam. 

 He said CEMS will provide opportunities for the youth to enhance their skills 

thereby improving employability and being industry-ready. 
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 The Visakhapatnam facility has 18 state-of-the-art labs, covering every aspect of 

manufacturing from design, simulation, analysis and production.  

 CEMS also has a Mumbai campus at the Head Office of the Indian Register of 

Shipping which mainly caters to re-skilling. 

 CEMS was developed as a special purpose vehicle – in association with the 

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Indian Register of Shipping with 

an aim to bridge the skill gap, up-skilling and re-skilling of the current workforce. 

 CEMS equips students with employable engineering and technical skills in the 

areas of Ship Hull Design, Ship Detailed Design, Shipbuilding & Maintenance, 

Repair & Overhaul (MRO), Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), robotics and 

advanced digital manufacturing. 

 

8. ‘Sustainable Cities India Program’ 

 The World Economic Forum and the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) 

today signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on a jointly 

designed ‘Sustainable Cities India program’.  

 It aims to create an enabling environment for cities to generate decarbonization 

solutions across the energy, transport, and the built environment sectors. 

 The ‘Sustainable Cities India program’ intends to enable cities to decarbonize in a 

systematic and sustainable way that will reduce emissions and deliver resilient 

and equitable urban ecosystems.  

 The Forum and NIUA will adapt the Forum’s City Sprint process and Toolbox of 

Solutions for decarbonization in the context of five to seven Indian cities across 

two years.  

 The City Sprint process is a series of multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder workshops 

involving business, government, and civil society leaders to enable 

decarbonization, especially through clean electrification and circularity.  

 As per the World Economic Forum’s Global Risks Report 2022, densely populated 

countries that are highly dependent on agriculture, such as India, are especially 

vulnerable to climate insecurity. Decarbonization in cities is a real opportunity to 

keep global warming well below 2°C and cities in India can make an enormous 

contribution in reaching this goal. 

About Net Zero Carbon Cities 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 The World Economic Forum’s Net Zero Carbon Cities’ mission is to create an 

enabling environment for clean electrification and circularity, resulting in urban 

decarbonization and resilience.  

 The program aims to do this by fostering public-private collaboration to bridge the 

gap across the energy, built environment and transport sectors. 

About NIUA 

 Established in 1976, the National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) is India’s 

leading national think tank on urban planning and development.  

 As a hub for the generation and dissemination of cutting-edge research in the 

urban sector, NIUA seeks to provide innovative solutions to address the 

challenges of a fast urbanizing India, and pave the way for more inclusive and 

sustainable cities of the future. 

 

9. Ombudsperson App for Mahatma Gandhi NREGA 

 Union Minister for Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Shri Giriraj Singh 

launched the Ombudsperson App for Mahatma Gandhi NREGA.  

 The Ombudsperson App is a step towards e-governance, this will be helpful in 

ensuring transparency and accountability. 

 The Ministry of Rural Development has developed an Ombudsperson App for 

smooth reporting and categorization of grievances by Ombudsperson based on 

complaints he received from various sources viz. physical, digital and mass 

media, related to the implementation of the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA Scheme in 

the States/UTs. 

 At present, the reporting of complaints, passing awards and disposal of 

complaints are in physical form. For the smooth reporting of complaints, passing 

awards and quick disposal of complaints Ombudsperson App is developed.  

 This will strengthen the Ombudsperson in the discharge of her/his duty in a 

hassle-free manner.  

 The app will help the ombudsperson to a greater extent in discharging her/his 

duty towards transparency and accountability. Also, smooth disposal of the 

grievances in a time-bound manner with minimal support of further human 

resources will be possible through the app. 
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10. Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission 

 The 6th Anniversary of the launch of Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission is 

being observed. The RuralHFC Bank Partnered with ICEPL to Finance Asia's 

Largest Bio-CNG Plant 

 'Gobar-Dhan' Development Ministry approves 296 clusters under Shyama Prasad 

Mukherji Rurban Mission. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched the Mission on this day in 2016 to 

develop 300 clusters in the country holistically by providing economic, social and 

physical infrastructure facilities.  

 The Mission focuses on cluster-based integrated development through Spatial 

Planning.  

 Rurban clusters are identified across the country’s rural areas showing increasing 

signs of urbanization.  

 These signs include increase in population density, high levels of non-farm 

employment, presence of growing economic activities and other socioeconomic 

parameters.  

 It aims to transform these Rurban clusters by stimulating local economic 

development, enhancing basic services, and creating well planned Rurban 

clusters. 
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11. Asia's biggest Bio-CNG plant  

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated “Gobar-Dhan (Bio-CNG) Plant” in 

Indore Madhya Pradesh. 

 The Indore Bio-CNG plant has been constructed under the overarching principles 

of “waste to wealth” and “circular economy” for maximising resource recovery.  

 The plant is in line with PM Modi's vision of creating “garbage-free cities” under 

the Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0. 

 The Gobar-Dhan plant, with a capacity to treat 550 tonnes of segregated wet 

organic waste per day, is expected to produce around 17,000 kg CNG and 100 

tonnes of organic compost every day. 

 Based on zero-landfill models, the plant will not generate rejects by maximising 

resource recovery.  

 It is also expected to yield multiple environmental benefits like reduction in 

greenhouse gas emissions, providing green energy along with organic compost as 

fertilizer. 

 The project has been implemented by Indore Clean Energy Pvt Ltd, a Special 

Purpose Vehicle set up by Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) and Indo Enviro 

Integrated Solutions Ltd. (IEISL).  

 IMC will purchase a minimum of 50% of CNG produced by the Gobar-Dhan plant. 

In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the municipal corporation will run 400 city buses on 

the CNG. 

 The remaining quantity of CNG will be sold in the open market. The organic 

compost will help replace chemical fertilisers for agricultural and horticultural 

purposes. 
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1. Fundamental duties must be enforced, says plea in Supreme 

Court 

 The Supreme Court asked the Centre and States to respond to a petition to enforce 

the fundamental duties of citizens, including patriotism and unity of the nation, 

through "comprehensive, well-defined laws”. 

How were Fundamental Duties incorporated in the Constitution? 

 The Fundamental Duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by the 

Constitution 42nd Amendment Act, 1976, during Emergency under Indira Gandhi’s 

government.  

 Today, there are 11 Fundamental Duties described under Article 51-A, of which 10 

were introduced by the 42nd Amendment and the 11th was added by the 86th 

Amendment in 2002, during Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s government. 

 These are statutory duties, not enforceable by law, but a court may take them into 

account while adjudicating on a matter.  

 The idea behind their incorporation was to emphasise the obligation of the citizen in 

exchange for the Fundamental Rights that he or she enjoys.  

 The concept of Fundamental Duties is taken from the Constitution of Russia. 

What are the Fundamental Duties? 

 The 11 Fundamental Duties are: 

 To abide by the constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag 

and the National Anthem 

 To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 

freedom 

 To uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India — it is one of the 

preeminent national obligations of all the citizens of India. 

 To defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so 

 To promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people 

of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to 

renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women 

Polity and Governance  
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 To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture — our cultural 

heritage is one of the noblest and richest, it is also part of the heritage of the Earth 

 To protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and 

wild life and to have compassion for living creatures 

 To develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform 

 To safeguard public property and to abjure violence 

 To strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so 

that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement 

 Who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child or, as 

the case may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen years. 

 It is the one on children’s education that was added in 2002 by the 86th 

Amendment that provided for the Right to Free and Compulsory Education for 

children in the age group 6-14, with the insertion of Article 21A. It also cast an 

obligation on parents to provide such opportunities under Article 51A(K). 

 

2. IT ministry initiates public consultation on draft data 

accessibility and use policy 

 The IT ministry has come out with a draft policy that proposes a framework for 

government-to-government data sharing and moots that all data for every 

government department or its organisation shall be open and shareable by 

default, with certain riders. 

 The draft ‘India Data Accessibility and Use Policy’ circulated for public 

consultation — will be applicable to all data and information created, generated 

and collected by the government directly or through ministries, departments and 

authorised agencies.  

 The policy aims to “radically transform” India’s ability to harness public sector data 

for large scale social transformation. 

 All data for every government ministry, department and organisation will be open 

and shareable by default, with certain exceptions. 

 Any data sharing shall happen within the legal framework of India, its national 

policies and legislation as well as the recognised international guidelines. 

 This policy will be applicable to all data and information /created/generated/ 

collected/archived by the Government of India directly or through authorised 
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agencies by various ministries/departments/organisations/agencies and 

autonomous bodies. 

 ‘India Data Office’ is proposed to be set up by the IT ministry to streamline and 

consolidate data access and sharing of public information repositories across 

government departments and other stakeholders. 

 

3. National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMSS) 

 Government has approved the continuation of the Central Sector National Means-

cum-Merit Scholarship (NMMSS) over the 15th Finance Commission cycle for a 

period of five years i.e. from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 It has minor modifications in eligibility criteria such as increasing income ceiling 

from Rs.1.5 lakh per annum to Rs.3.5 lakh per annum and revising the renewal 

criteria under the scheme. 

 The objective of the scheme is to award scholarships to meritorious students of 

economically weaker sections to arrest their drop-out at class VIII and encourage 

them to continue their education at secondary stage. 

 One lakh fresh scholarships of Rs.12,000/- per annum (Rs.1000/- per month) per 

student are awarded to selected students of class IX  every year and their  

continuation/renewal in classes X to XII for study in  State Government, 

Government-aided and Local body schools under the scheme.  

 Students are selected for award of scholarships through an examination 

conducted by the State/ UT Governments.  

 The scheme is boarded on the National Scholarship Portal (NSP). Scholarships 

are disbursed directly into the bank accounts of students by electronic transfer 

through the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) following DBT mode. 

100% funds under the scheme are provided by the Central Government. 
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1. Minsk agreements on the Ukraine conflict 

 

 US authorities have warned Russia not to invade Ukraine and urged both 

countries to return to a set of agreements designed to end a separatist war by 

Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine. 

Agreements, which were signed in Minsk in 2014 and 2015 

MINSK I 

 Ukraine and the Russian-backed separatists agreed a 12-point ceasefire deal in 

the Belarusian capital in September 2014. 

 Its provisions included prisoner exchanges, deliveries of humanitarian aid and the 

withdrawal of heavy weapons, five months into a conflict that had by then killed 

more than 2,600 people – a toll that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 

says has since risen to around 15,000. 

 The agreement quickly broke down, with violations by both sides. 

MINSK II 

 Representatives of Russia, Ukraine, the Organisation for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the leaders of two pro-Russian separatist 

regions signed a 13-point agreement in February 2015. 

International Relations 
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 The leaders of France, Germany, Russia and Ukraine, gathered in Minsk at the 

same time, issued a declaration of support for the deal. 

 

2. Putin to recognise Ukraine rebel territories as independent: 

Kremlin 

 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin will recognise the independence of eastern 

Ukraine's separatist republics, the Kremlin said in a statement Monday, adding 

that he had informed the French and German leaders of his decision. 

 France and Germany are mediators in the conflict between Kyiv and pro-Russia 

rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

 Earlier the rebel leaders of eastern Ukraine's separatist Donetsk and Lugansk 

territories had appealed to Putin to recognise them as independent. 

 The rebels had made the appeal "in connection with military aggression carried 

out by the Ukrainian authorities and the mass shelling of the territory of Donbas, 

which led to suffering in the civilian population. 
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3. Meta's AI Supercomputer 

 

 Facebook-parent Meta announced in 2022 January last week that it is building an 

AI supercomputer, the AI Research SuperCluster (RSC).  

 The company said that this will be the fastest supercomputer in the world once 

fully built by mid-2022. The device is said to accelerate AI research and help in 

building the metaverse, the next major computing platform. 

What is the RSC? 

 Meta considers the RSC as a powerful supercomputer capable of quintillions of 

operations per second. It can perform tasks like translating text between 

languages and help identify potentially harmful content on Meta's platform. 

 The RSC, compared with Meta’s legacy production and research infrastructure, 

can run computer vision workflows up to 20 times faster, and train large-scale 

natural language processing (NLP) models three times faster.  

 Meta estimates that a model with billions of parameters can finish training in three 

weeks, compared to the nine weeks it was before. 

 RSC today comprises a total of 760 NVIDIA DGX A100 systems as its compute 

nodes, for a total of 6,080 GPUs.  

 RSC’s storage tier has 175 petabytes of Pure Storage FlashArray, 46 petabytes of 

cache storage in Penguin Computing Altus systems, and 10 petabytes of Pure 

Storage FlashBlade. 

What are supercomputers and how are they different from normal computers? 
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 A supercomputer can perform high-level processing at a faster rate when 

compared to a normal computer.  

 Supercomputers are made up of hundreds or thousands of powerful machines 

which use better artificial intelligence (AI) models to improve operations that 

process huge amounts of data in less time than normal computers.  

 They work together to perform complex operations that are not possible with 

normal computing systems,.  

 Supercomputers require high-speed and specialised chip architectures. The chip 

performs 660 operations per cycle and thus runs up to 230 gigaflops at 350 MHz. 

 AI supercomputers are built by combining multiple graphic processing units 

(GPUs) into compute nodes, which are then connected by a high-performance 

network fabric to allow fast communication between those GPUs, Meta said in 

their blog. 

 

4. Cobra Warrior 

 In the backdrop of the ongoing Ukraine crisis, the Indian Air Force (IAF) said on 

social media that it has decided not to participate in the multinational exercise 

Cobra Warrior scheduled to be hosted by the United Kingdom in March citing 

“recent events”, a post which was subsequently deleted. 

 Exercise “Cobra Warrior 22” is an multinational air exercise aimed at providing 

operational exposure and sharing best practices amongst the participating air 

forces.  

 It said the exercise would be a platform for the Tejas aircraft to demonstrate its 

maneuverability and operational capability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

5. Why has Russia invaded Ukraine and what does Putin want  

 

 Russia has launched an all-out invasion by land, air and sea following a 

declaration of war by President Vladimir Putin. 

 Putin, who denied for months that he was planning an invasion, has declared in a 

televised address that he had ordered "a special military operation" to protect 

people, including Russian citizens who had been subjected to "genocide" in 

Ukraine. He also says Ukraine is an illegitimate state whose lands historically 

belong to Russia. The West has long escribed the accusations as "absurd 

propaganda" 

What's the issue between Russia and Ukraine? 

 Ukraine, a democratic country of 44 million people with more than 1,000 years of 

history, is the biggest country in Europe by area after Russia itself.  

 It voted overwhelmingly for independence from Moscow after the fall of the Soviet 

Union and says it aims to join Nato and the European Union. 

 Putin, meanwhile, has called Ukraine an artificial creation carved from Russia by 

enemies, a characterisation Ukrainians call shocking and false.  

 The Russian President has also claimed that Ukraine is a puppet of the West and 

was never a proper state anyway. 
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 Putin has demanded guarantees from the West and Ukraine that it will not join 

Nato, a defensive alliance of 30 countries. He also wants Ukraine to be 

demilitarised and become a neutral state. 

 But in January last year, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged US 

President Joe Biden to let Ukraine join NATO. This greatly irked Russia as it does 

not want Ukraine to move towards European institutions such as NATO and the 

EU. 

But why do Russia, the US and Europe care so much about Ukraine? 

 Both Russia and the West see Ukraine as a potential buffer against each other.  

 Russia considers Ukraine within its natural sphere of influence. Most of it was for 

centuries part of the Russian Empire, many Ukrainians are native Russian 

speakers and the country was part of the Soviet Union until winning independence 

in 1991.  

 

6. P-8I, the Indian Navy’s frontline multi-mission aircraft 

 

 Aviation and defense colossus Boeing delivered India’s 12th maritime surveillance 

and anti-submarine warfare P-8I aircraft on February 24 2022.  

 The first of these aircraft was inducted in 2013, and it made India the first country 

outside the United States to get one. The Navy has been receiving them regularly 

since. 

 The aircraft is designed for “long-range anti-submarine warfare (ASW), anti-

surface warfare (ASuW), and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) 

missions”, according to its maker, and is a “multi-mission aircraft” with “state of the 

art sensors, proven weapons systems, and a globally recognised platform”. 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

First in US and India 

 The first aircraft produced by Boeing flew in 2009, and has been in service with 

the US Navy since 2013, the same year as the Indian Navy. Apart from India and 

the US, it has been chosen by six other militaries in the world. 

 The aircraft has two variants — the P-8I, which is manufactured for the Indian 

Navy, and the P-8A Poseidon, which is flown by the US Navy, the United 

Kingdom’s Royal Air Force, the Royal Australian Air Force, and the Royal 

Norwegian Air Force. It has also been selected by the Royal New Zealand Air 

Force, the Republic of Korea Navy, and the German Navy. 

 The aircraft for the Indian Navy are called P-8I, and have replaced the ageing 

Soviet/Russian Tupolev Tu-142s.  

 The P-8Is are capable of anti-submarine; intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance (ISR); patrolling, coastline defence, and other operations. 

 

7. Chernobyl nuclear disaster site 

 

 After a brief but fierce battle, Russian troops were able to capture the Chernobyl 

nuclear plant in northern Ukraine, the site of one of the worst nuclear disasters in 

human history. 
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What happened at the Chernobyl power plant? 

 Located around 16 km away from the city of Chernobyl and a little over 100 km 

away from Ukraine's capital city of Kyiv, the power plant witnessed the world's 

worst nuclear disaster in 1986. 

 The disaster occurred between April 25-26, when a group of technicians in what 

was the Soviet-controlled Ukraine carried out a botched safety test that led to a 

series of explosions at Chernobyl's reactor No. 4 and a partial meltdown of its 

core. The explosions exposed the core and released clouds of radioactive 

material into the atmosphere. 

 To put the scale of the tragedy into perspective - it is said to have released 400 

times more radiation than the atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima in 

Japan. 

 In fact, the catastrophe is considered one of the key factors that led to the 

collapse of the Soviet Union a few years later. 

Why has Russia captured Chernobyl? 

 The town of Chernobyl - now an abandoned shell of its former self - in northern 

Ukraine is just 10 miles from Ukraine's border with Belarus, which is a key 

Russian ally. Military experts believe Russia moved to capture Chernobyl simply 

because it is one of the fastest land routes for invading forces. 

 Chernobyl was seen as an easy target because it is so close to the border and 

also because of the 2,600 square kilometre 'exclusion zone' that covers the area. 

The 'exclusion zone' means security there is much weaker than at other points 

along Ukraine's international borders. 
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1. IHRS Indian organisation founded in London on 18 Feb, 1905 

 On 18th Feb in 1905, an Indian organisation, the Indian Home Rule Society IHRS 

was founded in London which sought to promote the cause of self-rule in British 

India. 

 The organisation was founded by Shyamji Krishna Varma, with support from a 

number of prominent Indian nationalists in Britain at the time including Bhikaji 

Cama, Dadabhai Naoroji and Sardarsinh Ji Ravaji S. R. Rana.  

 It was intended to be a rival organisation to the British Committee of the Indian 

National Congress that was the main avenue of the loyalist opinion at the time. 

 The  Indian Home Rule Society was a metropolitan organisation modelled after 

Victorian public institutions of the time. It had a written constitution and the stated 

aims to secure Home Rule for India and to carry on a genuine Indian propaganda 

in this country by all practicable means. 

 The IHRS was open for membership to Indians only and found significant support 

amongst Indian students and other Indian populations in Britain. It recruited young 

Indian activists and maintained close contact with revolutionary movements in 

India. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi had brought the ashes of Shyamji Krishna Varma 

back to India from Switzerland in 2003 when he was Chief Minister of Gujarat. Mr 

Modi got the reinstatement certificate of Shyamji Krishna Varma from the UK 

when he visited there in 2015. 
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2. Bengali poet, writer Nabin Chandra Sen 

 

 The nation is remembering revolutionary Bengali poet and writer Nabin Chandra Sen on 

his 175th birth anniversary.  

 He described the battle of Plassey and the arrival of British rule in India as “A Night of 

Eternal Gloom”. 

 Nabin Chandra Sen's novel-in-verse Bhanumati and memoir of his travels 'Prabaser 

Patra' brought him fame.  

 His five-volume autobiography, Aamar Jiban-My Life is an important document 

chronicling the politics and social aspirations of the Bengali literati in the late nineteenth 

century. 

 Nabinchandra Sen (10 February 1847 – 23 January 1909) was a Bengali poet and writer, 

often considered one of the greatest poets prior to the arrival of Rabindranath Tagore. 

 He commented on the battle of Plassey and the arrival of British Rule in India as "A night 

of Eternal Gloom". 
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1. Syed Haider Raza 

 

 One of India’s foremost modernists, Syed Haider Raza developed a language of 

art rooted in Indian tradition but also influenced by his worldview. His birth 

centenary was observed on February 22.  

 Sayed Haider Raza (22 February 1922 – 23 July 2016) was an Indian painter who 

lived and worked in France from 1950 until his death, while maintaining strong ties 

with India.  

 He was born in Kakkaiya (District Mandla), Central Provinces, British India, which 

is now present-day Madhya Pradesh. 

 He was a renowned Indian artist. He was awarded the Padma Shri and Fellowship 

of the Lalit Kala Akademi in 1981, Padma Bhushan in 2007, and Padma 

Vibhushan in 2013.  

 He was conferred with the Commandeur de la Legion d'honneur (Legion of 

Honour) on 14 July 2015. 

 His seminal work Saurashtra sold for ₹16.42 crore ($3,486,965) at a Christie's 

auction in 2010. 

 In 1959 he married the French artist Janine Mongillat, who died of cancer in 2002. 

In 2010 he decided to return to India. 

 

 

 

Culture 
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2. Narsinh Mehta 

 

 Recently, researchers of Bhakta Kavi Narsinh Mehta University (BKNMU), 

Junagadh, discovered a new species of spider and named it Narsinhmehtai in 

honour of Narsinh Mehta, the 15th century poet who was a devotee of Lord 

Krishna.  

Who was Narsinh Mehta? 

 Mehta is believed to have been born in Talaja in present-day Bhavnagar district in 

1410 and died in Junagadh in 1480s.  

 Mehta used to spend time in Krishna-bhakti (devotion to Lord Krishna) even after 

his marriage to Manekba, paying little attention to family duties.  

 Mehta penned more than 750 poems, called padd in Gujarat.  

 They mainly deal with devotion to Lord Krishna, gyan (wisdom) vairagya 

(detachment from worldly affairs). Others like Shalmshano Vivah, Kunvarbai Nu 

Mameru, Hundi and Harmala are believed to be autobiographical accounts of 

different occasions in his life.  

 Vaishnavajan to tene kahiye, Mahatma Gandhi’s favourite bhajan is Mehta’s 

creation.  
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1. 'Char Chinar' island 

 

 Iconic island Char Chinar in the middle of the Dal lake in Srinagar, has been 

brought to life again after all the chunars vanished. 

 Two tall Chinar trees were planted on the picturesque island with Zabarwan hills in 

the backdrop. This will be for the second time in the past decade that Chinar 

trees, which otherwise survive for centuries, will be planted on the island. 

 Char Chinar, also sometimes called Char Chinari, Ropa Lank, or Rupa Lank, is an 

island in Dal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir.  

 Dal Lake includes 3 islands, 2 of which are marked with beautiful Chinar trees.  

 The island located on the Lakut Dal (small Dal) is known as Roph Lank (Silver 

Island), is marked with the presence of majestic Chinar trees at the four corners, 

thus known as Char-Chinari (Four Chinars). 

 The second Chinar Island, known as Sone Lank (Gold Island), is located on the 

Bod Dal (Big Dal) and overlooks the holy shrine of Hazratbal. 

 

 

 

 

Geography 
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1. Gangubai Kathiawadi 

 

 A film starring actor Alia Bhatt is facing legal trouble after individuals claiming to 

be family members of the main protagonist, Gangubai Kathiawadi, have objected 

to her portrayal in the film.  

Who is Gangubai Kathiawadi? 

 Ganga Harjeevandas Kathiawadi was a native of Gujarat who earned a name for 

herself as one of Mumbai’s well-known and influential brothel owners in the 50s 

and 60s.  

 She is said to have been sold to a brothel owner in Kamathipura by her husband. 

Kamathipura is one of Mumbai’s oldest and most notorious red light districts. 

She gradually ended up operating her own brothel and is known to also have 

lobbied for the rights of commercial sex workers. 

 There are not many contemporary accounts of Gangubai’s life. The book “Mafia 

Queens of Mumbai”, on which the Alia Bhatt movie is based, dwells on some 

facets of her life.  

 Gangubai is said to have been a proponent of the rights of commercial sex 

workers and apparently lobbied with politicians on this issue. There is however 

no contemporary way to back these claims. 

 

 

Social Issues 
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2. PM CARES for Children Scheme 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India has 

extended the PM Cares for Children Scheme till 28th February, 2022.  

 Earlier the scheme was valid till 31st December, 2021.  

 All eligible children can now be enrolled till 28th February, 2022 to avail benefits of 

PM CARES for Children Scheme.  

 The scheme covers all children who have lost: i) Both parents or ii) Surviving 

parent or iii) legal guardian/adoptive parents/single adoptive parent due to COVID 

19 pandemic, starting from 11.03.2020 the date on which WHO has declared and 

characterized COVID-19 as pandemic till 28.02.2022.  

 To be entitled to benefits under this scheme Child should not have completed 18 

years of age on the date of death of parents. 

Background 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, on 29th May, 2021, had announced 

comprehensive support for children who have lost both their parents due to 

COVID 19 pandemic.  

 The objective of the scheme is to ensure comprehensive care and protection of 

children who have lost their parent(s) to COVID pandemic, in a sustained manner, 

enable their wellbeing through health insurance, empower them through education 

and equip them for self-sufficient existence with financial support on reaching 23 

years of age.   

 The PM CARES for children scheme inter-alia provides support to these children 

through convergent approach, gap funding for ensuring education, health, monthly 

stipend from the age of 18 years, and lump sum amount of Rs. 10 lakhs on 

attaining 23 years of age. 

 

3. T.N. defends Vanniyar quota law in Supreme Court 

 The Tamil Nadu government defended the Vanniyar quota law in the Supreme 

Court, saying the State is the frontrunner in social justice. 

 The State has challenged a Madras High Court decision to quash a State law that 

granted internal reservation at 10.5% to Vanniyakula Kshatriya and 7% and 2.5% 

to other communities within Most Backward Classes. 
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Tamil Nadu’s Arguments 

 Tamil Nadu, also represented by State counsel D. Kumanan, has argued that the 

High Court’s decision to quash the law was based on the ground that the State 

has no legislative competence and the special reservation was provided with 

caste as basis and without quantifiable data. 

 The Most Backward Classes within the Backward Classes were identified in Tamil 

Nadu as early as in 1957, when they were considered equivalent to Scheduled 

Castes but without the factor of untouchability. It said some of these communities 

were impacted by the criminal tribes' laws of the British and enlisted as Most 

Backward Classes. 

 The recommendation for 10.5% reservation to the Vanniyakula Kshatriya was 

made in commensuration with their population as enumerated in a survey held in 

1983 by the Tamil Nadu Second Backward Classes Commission. 

 The State had enacted the Act in 2021 only based on adequate authenticated 

data on population of the Most Backward Classes and Denotified Communities 

enumerated by the Tamil Nadu Second Backward Classes Commission in 1983," 

the government contended. 
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1. ‘Eat Right Campus’ 

 In a first-of-its-kind initiative, four police stations in the national capital’s New Delhi 

district have been designated as ‘Eat Right Campus’ by the Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for providing nutritious and wholesome 

meals daily to police personnel at their canteens and mess.  

 The four police stations, the first in the country which have met the benchmark for 

FSSAI’s five-star category certificate, are Barakhamba Road Police Station, Tilak 

Marg Police Station, Connaught Place Police Station and Mandir Marg Police 

Station.  

 The scheme is already in place since 2017 in several government institutions 

including colleges and hostels. 

What is the initiative? 

 Eat Right India is a flagship mission of FSSAI, a statutory body under the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW). The mission aims at ensuring that 

citizens of the country are provided nutritious meals which help in reducing the 

burden of various lifestyle-related diseases.  

 Delhi government’s Department of Food Safety, which is the implementing body of 

the initiative in the capital, has launched a programme called ‘Sehatmand Delhi’ 

under which places that can be designated as ‘Eat Right Campus’ are identified. 

 The initiative works on three principles, i.e.,  

o to ensure that the food being served to officers, jawans, visitors and staff is safe to 

consume and in compliance with the Food Safety and Standards (FSS) Act, 2006. 

o Secondly, it aims at promoting balanced meals and eliminating trans-fats or “bad 

fat” found in industrial food products, which has a negative health impact.  

o In addition, it also ensures reduction in consumption of salt and sugar that 

increases the risk of cardiovascular diseases. 

 The programme also aims at promoting local and seasonal vegetables and 

reducing the use of chemicals. 

 

 

Health 
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How does one get the ‘eat right’ tag? 

 In order to receive the ‘Eat Right Campus’ certificate, the programme mandates a 

preliminary audit of the campus and identifying any gaps in cooking and hygiene.  

 Subsequently, a final audit by a third party is conducted before a certificate, which 

has a validity of two years, is handed out.  

 Regular inspections will be carried out by the Food Safety Department or audit 

agencies in the two years to keep a check on the food quality, until the certification 

is renewed. 

 

2. CORBEVAX 

 India’s first indigenously developed Receptor Binding Domain (RBD) protein 

subunit vaccine for COVID-19, CORBEVAX, developed by Biological E 

Limited,has received approval for Emergency Use Authorization from the Drug 

Controller General of India (DCGI)for 12-18 years age group.  

 It is approved to be administered in humans including Children and adults 12 

years and above. 

 The recombinant protein sub-unit vaccine developed from the Receptor Binding 

Domain (RBD) of the spike protein on the viral surface is adjuvanted with CpG 

1018 and alum.  

 The Drug Controller General of India has already approved CORBEVAX, for 

restricted use in emergency situations among adults on December 28, 2021.  

 The Department through Mission COVID Suraksha launched under AtmaNirbhar 

Bharat package 3.0 being implemented by BIRAC, is committed to development 

of safe and efficacious COVID-19 vaccines. 

 This is the 2nd vaccine supported under the Mission, to have received EUA for the 

age group of 12-18 years.  

 Corbevax is based on a time-tested platform and would be an important vaccine 

for India and the world. This is yet another successful example of industry- 

academia partnership. 
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3. Umbilical cord blood was used to cure an HIV patient 

 A US patient has become the third person in the world, and the first woman, to be cured 

of HIV, the deadly virus that causes AIDS.  

 The woman, who was diagnosed with leukaemia in 2017, recovered after receiving a 

stem cell transplant from a donor who was naturally resistant to HIV. 

What is HIV and how is it transmitted? 

 Human immunodeficiency virus or HIV is an infection that attacks the immune system by 

destroying the body’s immune cells called CD4, which help it respond to infection.  

 Once HIV attacks the CD4 cells, it starts replicating and destroying the cells, weakening 

the body’s immune system and making it more prone to certain “opportunistic infections” 

that take advantage of the weak immune system. 

 Bodily fluids such as blood, semen, vaginal fluids, rectal fluids and breastmilk can be 

carriers for HIV.  

 It can be transmitted through unprotected sex, transfusion of contaminated blood, sharing 

needles and syringes, and from a mother with HIV to her infant during pregnancy.  

Why is this significant? 

 First, this was the first time an umbilical cord blood transplant was successfully carried 

out on an HIV patient.  

 Second, the patient was a middle-aged mixed-race woman. This is significant since the 

majority of donors in the US are of Caucasian descent. Since this breakthrough treatment 

only requires partial matches and not exact matches, it opens up treatment options for 

people from diverse racial backgrounds. 
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1. Moths vital to pollination in the Himalayan ecosystem, finds 

study 

 

 Moths are vital to pollination in the Himalayan ecosystem of northeast India, 

reveals a recent study. The study establishes 91 species of moths as potential 

pollinators of 21 plant families in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh in the 

northeastern Himalayas. 

 The results assume significance as a majority of the pollination-related studies are 

based on diurnal pollinators (bees and butterflies) and the role of nocturnal 

pollinators have so far received less scientific attention. 

 The details of the study were recently published in a paper titled “ Settling moths 

are the vital component of pollination in Himalayan ecosystem of North-East India, 

pollen transfer network approach revealed” in Scientific Reports, a publication 

from the Nature group of journals. 

 In the present study about 65% moths (91 species) carried sufficient quantities of 

pollen grains to be considered as potential pollinators. Teliphasa sp. (Crambidae) 

and Cuculia sp. (Noctuidae) are found to carry the highest quantity of pollen. 

 Geometridae (geometer moths) and Erebidae (erebid moths, tiger moths, lichen 

moths, among others ) turned out to be the most important moth families for pollen 

transportation in the Himalayan region. 

Environment 
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 Moths are a paraphyletic group of insects that includes all members of the order 

Lepidoptera that are not butterflies, with moths making up the vast majority of the 

order.  

 There are thought to be approximately 160,000 species of moth, many of which 

have yet to be described.  

 Most species of moth are nocturnal, but there are also crepuscular and diurnal 

species. 

 

2. Green Financing Critical to Decarbonizing the Indian Transport 

Sector 

 NITI Aayog and World Resources Institute (WRI), India, with the support of GIZ 

India, conducted a virtual consultation workshop on ‘Financing for 

Decarbonization of Transport’ as part of the NDC-Transport Initiative for Asia 

(NDC-TIA) project. 

 The aim of the workshop is to identify actionable strategies and bring together 

financing institutions and transport organizations to collectively work towards 

furthering innovative financing policies for the decarbonization of transport. 

 The NDC-TIA is a joint programme of seven organizations that engages India, 

China and Vietnam in promoting a comprehensive approach to decarbonizing 

transport in their respective countries.  

 The project is part of the International Climate Initiative (IKI).  

 The Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 

Safety (BMU) supports the initiative on the basis of a decision adopted by the 

German Bundestag. 

 NITI Aayog is the implementing partner for the India component of the project. 

 

3. Centre notifies EPR norms for plastic packaging waste 

 The Union Environment Ministry notified extended producer responsibility (EPR) 

guidelines for plastic packaging waste. 

 To be implemented from July 1, 2022, the new regulations mandate recycling and 

reusing a certain percentage of plastic produced by manufacturers, importers and 

brand owners. 
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 Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said the guidelines would promote 

development of “new alternatives to plastics and provide a roadmap for 

businesses to move towards sustainable plastic packaging”. 

 Registering with the central and state pollution control boards has also been 

compulsory under the new rules. 

 After recycling the mandated percentage of plastic, a company would have to 

submit a certificate to the relevant authority and if more than the mandated 

amount is recycled, it could be sold to other companies.  

Background 

 The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, mandate the generators of plastic 

waste to take steps to minimise it, ensure its segregated storage at source and 

hand it over to local bodies or agencies.  

 The rules cast Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) on producer, importer and 

brand owner for collection and recycling of plastic packaging waste.  

 The guidelines specify three categories. The second category relates to flexible 

plastic packaging of single layer or multilayer. The third category covers multi-

layered plastic packaging and material other than plastic. 
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1. Presidential Fleet Review 

 President Ram Nath Kovind will take part in the Indian Navy’s 12th Presidential 

Fleet Review. 

What is the President’s Fleet Review? 

 In simplest terms, it is the country’s President taking stock of the Navy’s capability. 

It showcases all types of ships and capabilities the Navy has.  

 It takes place once under every President, who is the supreme commander of the 

armed forces. 

 The President is taken on one of the Naval ships, which is called the President’s 

Yacht, to look at all the ships docked on one of the Naval ports.  

 The President’s Yacht this year “is an indigenously built Naval Offshore Patrol 

Vessel, INS Sumitra, which will lead the Presidential Column. The yacht will be 

distinguished by the Ashoka Emblem on her side and will fly the President’s 

Standard on the Mast”. 

Do all naval ships participate? 

 No. The idea is to showcase not all the Navy’s ships, but every type of ship — and 

the kind of capabilities it has at that time.  

 In the current fleet review, which will take place in Visakhapatnam, Kovind will 

review over 60 ships and submarines, and 55 aircraft, from the Navy and the 

Coast Guard. 

How many of these reviews have been held? 

 There have been 11 President’s Fleet Reviews since Independence.  

 The first was conducted in 1953, under Dr Rajendra Prasad. The next one was 

done not by the President but by the then Defence Minister, Y B Chavan, in 1964.  

 Since then, it has been the President reviewing the fleet. 

 The reviews in 2001 and 2016 were International Fleet Reviews, in which some 

vessels from other countries also participated.  

 

 

 

Defence and Security 
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2. EXERCISE EASTERN BRIDGE -VI  

 

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) and Royal Air Force of Oman (RAFO) are scheduled to 

participate in a bilateral exercise named Eastern Bridge-VI from 21 to 25 February 

2022 at Air Force Station Jodhpur.  

 This would be the sixth edition of the exercise.  

 It will provide an opportunity to enhance operational capability and interoperability 

between the two Air Forces. 

 Participation of IAF and RAFO in this exercise will promote professional 

interaction, exchange of experiences and enhancement of operational knowledge, 

besides strengthening bilateral relations between the two countries. 

 

3. Centre blocks ‘SFJ-linked’ Punjab Politics TV’s apps, website, 

social media accounts 

 The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting said it had blocked apps, websites 

and social media accounts of Punjab Politics TV. 

 The Ministry said the channel had close links with the banned outfit Sikhs For 

Justice (SFJ), and it attempted to use the online media to disturb public order 

during the ongoing Punjab Assembly election. 
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 The SFJ was proscribed by the government under the Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act in 2019. Members of the organisation have been accused of 

trying to revive terrorism in Punjab.  

 It’s chief, Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, has also been declared a terrorist. 

 Named in several cases being probed by the Punjab Police and the National 

Investigation Agency, Pannun also has alleged links with key functionaries of 

other pro-Khalistan banned outfits, including Babbar Khalsa International, 

Khalistan Tiger Force and International Sikh Youth Federation. 

 It is alleged that SFJ and its founder, Pannun, have been running social media 

campaigns, in a bid to incite Punjab-based gangsters and youth to indulge in 

violence. “In the past one year, the outfit has carried out 45 such campaigns, in 

which a large number of fake social media accounts were used. Almost all of them 

were being operated from Pakistan,” a probe agency official said. 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act  

 The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act was passed by the Parliament of India on 

December 30, 1967. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act is an Indian law aimed at prevention of 

unlawful activities associations in India.  

 Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed 

against the integrity and sovereignty of India.  

 The most recent amendment of the law, the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Amendment Act, 2019 (UAPA 2019) has made it possible for the Union 

Government to designate individuals as terrorists without a due process of law.  

 UAPA is also known as the Anti-terror law. 
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4. Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, or AFSPA 

 

 A committee constituted by the Union Home Ministry in December 2021 to study the 

withdrawal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act or AFSPA from Nagaland, slated to 

submit a report within 45-days as claimed by Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, is yet to 

conclude its findings. 

 The panel was formed in the wake of a growing civilian anger against the botched 

ambush by an elite armed forces unit that led to the killing of 13 civilians at Oting in 

Nagaland’s Mon district on December 4. 

 The six-member committee headed by the Registrar General of India (RGI) Vivek Joshi 

made a solitary visit to the State in January 2022.  

 At present, it is in force in the States of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur {excluding Imphal 

Municipal Council Area}, Changlang, Longding and Tirap districts of Arunachal Pradesh, 

and areas falling within the jurisdiction of the eight police stations of districts in Arunachal 

Pradesh bordering the State of Assam. 
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1. “Active Galactic Nuclei” 

 Observations showing a roughly dough-nut-shaped cloud of cosmic dust and gas 

shrouding a huge black hole at the heart of a galaxy similar in size to our Milky 

Way are providing scientists with new clarity about the universe's most energetic 

objects. 

 Scientists said that their observations involving the supermassive black hole at 

the centre of galaxy Messier 77 and its surrounding cloud lend support to 

predictions made three decades ago about what are called “active galactic 

nuclei.” 

Centres of activity 

 These are places at the centres of many large galaxies that have tremendous 

luminosity – sometimes outshining all of a galaxy's billions of stars combined – 

and produce the universe's most energetic outbursts seen since the Big Bang 

event 13.8 billion years ago.  

 The energy arises from gas violently falling into a supermassive black hole that 

is surrounded by a cloud of tiny particles of rock and soot along with mostly 

hydrogen gas. 

 Black holes are extraordinarily dense objects possessing gravitational pulls so 

powerful even light cannot escape them. Supermassive black holes, which 

reside at the centre of many galaxies, including our own, are the largest of them. 

 Messier 77, also called NGC 1068 or the Squid Galaxy, is located 47 million light 

years – the distance light travels in a year, 9.5 trillion km – from the Earth in the 

constellation Cetus.  

 Its supermassive black hole has a mass roughly 10 million times greater than our 

sun. 
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2. Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate 

 The Government of India is holding a year-long programme, Azadi ka Amrit 

Mahotsav, to pay homage to freedom fighters and showcase the country’s 

achievements in various fields on the 75th anniversary of its Independence. 

 A week-long commemoration titled Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate is being held from 

February 22 to 28 simultaneously in 75 locations across the length and breadth of 

the country. 

 The event would display the country’s scientific  legacy and technology prowess 

that has helped find solutions to defence, space, health, agriculture, astronomy, 

and other sectors. 

 Vigyan Prasar, an autonomous organization of DST with a mandate to promote 

science communication in the country, is the coordinating agency. 

 The programmes have been grouped under four themes.  

o The first theme is `from the annals of the history of S&T’. This section traces the 

contributions of founders of modern science and institutions of national 

importance to nation-building.  

o The programmes under the second theme, ‘Milestones of Modern S&T’, will 

highlight critical discoveries, innovations, or inventions that made a mark in the 

global science or India’s development story. 

o The third theme, `Swadeshi Paramparik Inventions and Innovations’, will 

showcase 75 inventions or technologies that made India self-standing and helped 

in achieving the goal of self-reliance by drawing upon the reservoir of traditional 

knowledge systems, such as drugs from herbs. 

o The fourth theme, `transforming India’, will look at the road ahead for the next 25 

years of Indian S&T. It would include talks by 75 eminent scientists & technocrats 

from within India and the diaspora on their ideas for Indian S&T as it marches 

towards the centenary year of India’s independence. 
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3. 3D manufacturing policy 

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) aims to increase India’s 

share in global additive manufacturing to 5 per cent within the next three years, with 

hopes that it could likely add $ 1 billion to the gross domestic product by that time. 

 As per the National Strategy for Additive Manufacturing, by 2025, India will aim to achieve 

certain targets such as 50 India specific technologies for material, machine and software, 

100 new startups for additive manufacturing, 500 new products.  

 In total, MeitY hopes that these new startups and opportunities will give jobs to at least 1 

lakh new skilled workers over the next three years. 

3D printing or additive manufacturing  

 3D printing or additive manufacturing uses computer-aided designing to make prototypes 

or working models of objects by laying down successive layers of materials such as 

plastic, resin, thermoplastic, metal, fiber or ceramic.  

 With the help of software, the model to be printed is first developed by the computer, 

which then gives instructions to the 3D printer. 
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1. Mumbai to host 2023 International Olympic Committee session 

 

 Mumbai has been officially elected as the host for the 2023 International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) session, which could possibly see the election for the host 

country for the 2030 Winter Olympics and sports programme for the LA 2028 

Olympic Games. 

 The session will be held in May or June next year. 

 An IOC session is the annual meeting of the members of the IOC, comprising 101 

voting members and 45 honorary members. 

 It discusses and decides on the key activities of the global Olympics movement 

including adoption or amendment of the Olympic Charter, the election of IOC 

members and office bearers and election of the host city of Olympics. 

 The decision confirms India will be hosting this prestigious IOC meeting for the 

first time since 1983. 
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2. R Praggnanandhaa 

 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed happiness over R 

Praggnanandhaa for winning against the noted champion Magnus Carlsen in 

online Chess tournament. 

 Rameshbabu "Pragg" Praggnanandhaa (born 10 August 2005) is an Indian chess 

grandmaster.  

 A chess prodigy, he is the fifth-youngest person ever to achieve the title of 

Grandmaster (GM) at the age of 16.  

 He became the youngest player ever to defeat current world champion Magnus 

Carlsen, when he beat Magnus in a rapid game at the Airthings Masters Rapid 

Chess Tournament. 
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3. Bihar's Sakibul Gani creates world record on first-class debut 

with incredible triple-century 

 

 Sakibul Gani scripted history when he became the first player to score a triple 

hundred on first-class debut. Gani, who made his debut for Bihar in the Ranji Trophy, 

slammed a triple-ton against Mizoram in the Plate Group match in Kolkata. 

 Gani scored 341 runs in 405 balls, slamming 56 fours and two sixes en route to his 

knock. Interestingly, the previous record was also held by an Indian – Madhya 

Pradesh's Ajay Rothera had scored 267 runs in the same tournament against 

Hyderabad in December 2018. 
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1. World Day of Social Justice 2022 

 World Day of Social Justice is observed on February 20 every year.  

 The main objective of celebrating World Day of Social Justice is to raise a voice 

against social injustice and to bring the various communities internationally 

together to eliminate poverty, gender, physical discrimination, illiteracy, religious 

discrimination to make a socially integrated society. 

 To raise voices against social injustice and to remove barriers regarding gender, 

age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture, or disability, World Social Justice Day is 

observed.  

World Day of Social Justice 2022: Theme 

 The theme for World Justice Day 2022 is ‘Achieving Social Justice through Formal 

Employment’. 

 On 26 November 2007, the General Assembly declared that starting from the 

sixty-third session of the General Assembly, 20 February will be celebrated 

annually as the World Day of Social Justice. 
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1. Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians 

 

 The Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians was awarded to Professor 

Neena Gupta, a mathematician of the Indian Statistical Institute in Kolkata, in a 

virtual ceremony on 22nd February 2022. 

 She received the award for the year 2021 for her outstanding work in affine 

algebraic geometry and commutative algebra. 

 The prize is awarded annually to a researcher from a developing country funded 

by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) of the Government of India 

in association with ICTP (International Centre for Theoretical Physics) and the 

International Mathematical Union (IMU). 

 It is given to young mathematicians less than 45 years of age who have 

conducted outstanding research in a developing country.  

 It is supported by DST in the memory of Srinivasa Ramanujan, a genius in pure 

mathematics who was essentially self-taught and made spectacular contributions 

to elliptic functions, continued fractions, infinite series, and analytical theory of 

numbers. 

 Professor Gupta's solution for solving the Zariski cancellation problem, a 

fundamental problem in Algebraic Geometry, earned her the 2014 Young 

Scientists Award of the Indian National Science Academy (NSA).  

 

Awards and Recognitions 
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1. PM condoles the passing away of noted Gandhian Shakuntala 

Choudhary 

 

 Shakuntala Choudhary (25 June 1920 – 20 February 2022), also known as 

Shakunthala Baideo, was an Indian social worker. Born in Assam, British Raj, 

she was known for her commitment and devotion to the popularization of the 

Gandhian way of life. 

 Shakuntala Choudhary, a 102-year-old Gandhian social worker and freedom 

fighter, Hailing from Assam's Kamrup, she worked for the wellbeing of villagers, 

especially women and children, and was popularly known as 'Shakuntala 

Baideo'. 

 Shakuntala Choudhary was conferred with the Padma Shri award for her service 

in the field of social work in 2022. 

 At an early age, in 1947, Choudhary joined the Assam branch of the Kasturba 

Gandhi National Memorial Trust (KGNMT) and continued her association with 

the Trust for the rest of her life.  

 Shakuntala Choudhary was closely associated with Vinoba Bhave who was the 

initiator of the Bhoodan Movement.  

 At Vinoba Bhave's instance, who was interested in promoting Devanagari script 

among different linguistic groups, Shakuntala Choudhary started a monthly 

magazine "Asomiya Vishwa Nagari" in Devanagari script which she edited for 

many years.  

 Choudhary was also associated with the "Ban Cow Slaughter Satyagraha" 

started by Vinoba Bhave in 1978. 

Obituaries 
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1. ‘Technical glitch’ holds up Central funds for tiger 

conservation 

 

 Non-release of central funds under Project Tiger due to “technical reasons” has 

adversely impacted the conservation work and tiger census at the five tiger 

reserves in Karnataka 

 Under Project Tiger, a sum of Rs 50.54 crore was to be released to the five tiger 

reserves in Karnataka -  Bandipur (Rs 16.98 cr), Nagarahole (Rs 13.34 cr), 

Bhadra (Rs 7.05 cr), Biligiri Ranganathaswamy Temple (Rs 5.87 cr), and Kali 

(Rs 7.30 cr), for the year 2020-21. 

 The Centre contributes 60 per cent of funds under Project Tiger and the balance 

is borne by the state. 

Project Tiger 

 Project Tiger is a tiger conservation programme launched in April 1973 by the 

Government of India during Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's tenure.  

 The project aims at ensuring a viable population of the Bengal tiger in its natural 

habitats, protecting it from extinction, and preserving areas of biological 

importance as a natural heritage that represent the diversity of ecosystems 

across the tiger's range in the country.  

 During the tiger census of 2006, a new methodology was used extrapolating site-

specific densities of tigers, their co-predators and prey derived from camera trap 

and sign surveys using GIS.  

 

State News 
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2. Bommai lays foundation stone for Aarati Mantap project 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai laid the foundation stone for South India’s first 

Aarati Mantap project on the Tungabhadra river bank in Harihar town in 

Davanagere district. 

 A total of 108 mantaps will come up on the Tungabhadra river bank for the 

Tunga Aarati programme on the lines of Ganga Aarati in Varanasi in Uttar 

Pradesh.  

 The government will transform the place into a major tourist destination and 

pilgrimage centre. 

 A walking path between the rail bridge and the road bridge would be constructed 

on the river bank. Seating arrangements would be made as part of the project. 

The government would also clean the river. 

 

3. Karnataka govt looks to extend eggs in midday meal to more 

districts 

 The students of government and aided schools in seven North Karnataka districts may 

continue to get boiled eggs as part of the midday meals in the next academic year also. 

 An order issued by the government earlier states that the scheme will be in force till 

March 30, 2022. However, the discussions are on to extend the benefit for the next 

academic year also. 

Midday Meal Scheme 

  

 The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme in India designed to better the 

nutritional standing of school-age children nationwide. 
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 The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children in primary and upper 

primary classes in government, government aided, local body, Education Guarantee 

Scheme, and alternate innovative education centres, Madarsa and Maqtabs supported 

under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and National Child Labour Project schools run by the 

ministry of labour. 

 Serving 120 million children in over 1.27 million schools and Education Guarantee 

Scheme centres, the Midday Meal Scheme is the largest of its kind in the world. 

 

4. Israeli delegation meets higher education minister 

 A delegation from Israel met Higher Education and IT/BT Minister Dr C N Ashwath 

Narayan in Bangalore city.  

 During the meeting, the minister said that the state government is eager to introduce a 

twinning programme on Cyber Safety and Artificial Intelligence-related courses in 

association with the Israeli government. 

 

5. Religious practice will have to be essential to faith: 

Government tells High Court 

 The government said that as per Apex Court’s Sabarimala judgment, a religious 

practice will have to be essential to the religion.  

 Resuming his arguments before the three-judge full bench on petitions pertaining 

to Hijab controversy, Advocate General (AG) Prabhuling K Navadgi claimed that 

the petitioners have not placed any material to establish their claim that wearing of 

Hijab is an essential religious practice in Islam.  

 During his submission, the AG cited several judgments of the Apex Court on the 

question of fundamental rights guaranteed under Article 25 of the Constitution. 

 Citing Justice D Y Chandrachud’s judgment in Sabarimala case, the AG said that 

for the purposes of protection under Article 25, the practice should be essential to 

the religion. 

 I will carve out 4-5 principles to be applied for the present case. The practice 

should be fundamental in that religion is the first test. If that practice is 

discontinued, it would result in the change of religion itself as the second test, the 

AG said. 
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 This is the case where the petitioners are seeking for a declaration of a particular 

dress format to become a part of religious sanction so as to bind every woman 

who follows Islamic religion.  

 The petitioners have placed no material whatsoever to substantiate their claim for 

declaration for wearing of hijab as a fundamental right essential religious practice 

under Article 25. 

 The hearing has been adjourned. 

 

6. Karnataka launches new software for Muzrai temples 

 The BJP government in Karnataka unveiled an Integrated Temple Management System 

(ITMS) that promises to give citizens, on a single platform, information about and services 

from all Muzrai shrines. 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai inaugurated the software and said it would allow 

citizens to book sevas online.  

 The ITMS contains information on all Muzrai temples (34,563 of them) in the state - 

history, available sevas, facilities, nearby attractions and so on. Citizens can book slots 

for various sevas and also donate to temples by visiting itms.kar.nic.in 

 Implementation of ITMS will make temple administration transparent and use funds 

efficiently. 

 The CM also flagged off the Daiva Sankalpa project under which 205 Category ‘A’ 

Muzrai temples will get a facelift.  

 Accommodation facilities, roads, drinking water, multilevel car parking, food halls, 

commercial complexes, toilets and solid waste management will be provided under the 

Daiva Sankalpa project.  

 

7. Karnataka reserves 1% teacher jobs for transgenders 

 Members from the transgender community will soon enter the teaching sector in 

Karnataka, with the state government deciding to reserve 1% jobs for them during the 

forthcoming recruitment. 

 This is the first time in Karnataka’s history that candidates from the transgender 

community will be employed in the education department. 

 The decision was based on the amendments made to the Karnataka Civil Service 

(General Recruitment) Rules, 1977. The amendments were made following a petition filed 

in the Karnataka High Court in 2021. 
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8. Drone survey to update land records in state 

 Karnataka has issued an order authorising the use of drone-as-a-service (DRaaS) 

to survey 1.4 lakh sqkm of the state’s geography to update land records, the first 

such exercise since the last British mapping in 1935.  

 The survey is crucial to update land records and determine ownership (agricultural 

and residential. Over the years, many land records are either lost or damaged. 

 As per the Karnataka Land Revenue Act, there has to be a survey once every 30 

years. 

 The government will get technical assistance from the Karnataka State Remote 

Application Centre (KSRSAC) in handling the orthorectified imagery that is 

generated from the drone survey (It is the process of converting images into a 

form suitable for maps by removing the sensor, satellite/aircraft motion and 

terrain-related geometric distortions from raw imagery). 

 The survey will form the basis for the Urban Property Ownership Record (UPOR), 

a unique titling project under which property owners will be issued property 

register (PR) cards that capture spatial details of the property, area of the land, 

rights on the property (ownership, mortgage, lease etc) and history of 

transactions. 

 

9. E-office mandatory at Karnataka varsities from March 

 Following the delay in adopting e-office by some universities, the higher education 

minister has directed the additional chief secretary of the department not to 

entertain physical files from universities from March 1, 2022. 

 The objective of the e-office is to enable quick services and to bring transparency 

to the system. The universities will become irrelevant if they fail to follow the 

same. 
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