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1. Coal Secretary launches Koyla Darpan Portal 

 In order to share Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) related to the Coal Sector 

a portal "Koyla Darpan" has been launched by Dr. Anil Kumar Jain, Secretary, and 

Ministry of Coal here. 

 As an initial step, the portal has the following KPIs - 1. Coal/Lignite Production, 2. 

Coal/Lignite Offtake, 3. Exploration Data, 4. Central Sector Schemes, 5. Status of 

Coal Stock in Thermal Power Plants, 6. Infrastructure Projects, 7. Allocation of 

Blocks (CMSP/MMDR), 8. Monitoring of Major Coal Mines (CIL), 9. Coal Price. 

 The portal is accessible through the website of the Ministry of Coal 

(https://coal.gov.in) for maximum public outreach. 

 

2. ‘Banking on Electric Vehicles in India-2022’ Report 

 NITI Aayog, Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI), and RMI India today released a report, 

titled ‘Banking on Electric Vehicles in India’, which outlines the importance of priority-

sector recognition for retail lending in the electric mobility ecosystem.  

 The report provides considerations and recommendations to inform the inclusion of 

EVs in the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) priority-sector lending (PSL) guidelines. 

 Financial institutions have an important role to play in accelerating the adoption of 

EVs in India and supporting the decarbonisation of road transport,” said Amitabh 

Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog.  

 RBI’s PSL mandate has a proven track record of improving the supply of formal 

credit towards areas of national priority. It can provide a strong regulatory incentive 

for banks and NBFCs to scale their financing to EVs. 

 Priority-sector lending aims to expand financial access and support employment 

opportunities in India.  

 In order to meet these goals, the report highlights that the RBI may consider various 

EV segments and use cases based on five parameters: socio-economic potential, 

livelihood generation potential, scalability, techno-economic viability, and stakeholder 

acceptability. 
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3. Project Monitoring Group (PMG) portal 

 Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and 

Textiles, Shri Piyush Goyal reviewed the pace of implementation of infrastructure 

projects being monitored through the Project Monitoring Group (PMG) portal.  

 Minister emphasized the need to address the issues being faced by implementing 

agencies on priority to ensure timely completion of projects.  

 PMG portal of Invest India is a unique institutional mechanism to facilitate resolution 

of bottlenecks in infrastructure projects with investments upward of ₹ 500 crores and 

do milestone-based project monitoring of the same.  

 Projects of infrastructure ministries such as Road, Transport and Highways; 

Railways; Petroleum and Natural Gas; New and Renewable Energy; Power; etc are 

listed on the portal.  

 The PMG mechanism allows project proponents to raise issues with concerned 

government agencies which are causing hindrances in implementation of projects. 

 Issues raised on PMG portal pertain primarily to land acquisition (about 40%); grant 

of right of use/ right of way (25%); and forest, environment and wildlife clearances 

(14%).  

 In 2021, PMG also incorporated milestone based monitoring of projects. This feature 

will allow for forecasting delays in projects to avoid time and cost overruns and 

identify agencies and authorities responsible for delays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

1. Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday asked 6,000-odd NGOs to go back to the 

government for redressal of their grievances on non-renewal of their Foreign 

Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) registration.  

 The FCRA registrations of about 5,900 NGOs ceased to be active after December 

31, 2021. 

What is the FCRA? 

 The FCRA was enacted during the Emergency in 1976 in an atmosphere of 

apprehension that foreign powers were interfering in India's affairs by pumping in 

funds through independent organisations. These concerns had been expressed in 

Parliament as early as in 1969. 

 The law sought to regulate foreign donations to individuals and associations so that 

they functioned "in a manner consistent with the values of a sovereign democratic 

republic" 

 An amended FCRA was enacted under the UPA government in 2010 to "consolidate 

the law" on utilisation of foreign funds, and "to prohibit" their use for "any activities 

detrimental to national interest'. 

 The law was amended again by the current government in 2020, giving the 

government tighter control and scrutiny over the receipt and utilisation of foreign 

funds by NGOs. 

 Broadly, the FCRA requires every person or NGO wishing to receive foreign 

donations to be registered under the Act, to open a bank account for the receipt of 

the foreign funds in State Bank of India, Delhi, and to utilise those funds only for the 

purpose for which they have been received and as stipulated in the Act. 

 They are also required to file annual returns, and they must not transfer the funds to 

another NGO. 

 The Act prohibits receipt of foreign funds by candidates for elections, journalists or 

newspaper and media broadcast companies, judges and government servants, 

members of legislature and political parties or their office-bearers, and organisations 

or a political nature 

 

 

 

Polity and Governance 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

 

1. S&T cooperation between Indian and France 

 In an important milestone in S&T Cooperation between India and France a MoU was 

signed yesterday between CSIR and Institut Pasteur with a scope for cooperation in 

health research.  

 CSIR and Institut Pasteur would be jointly researching and focusing on emerging and 

re-emerging infectious diseases and inherited disorders and enable delivery of 

effective and affordable healthcare solutions not only for the people of India and 

France but for the global good.  

 The MoU provides for developing potential scientific and technological cooperation 

and networking in advanced and emerging areas of Human Health between 

scientists and institutes/laboratories of CSIR and Institut Pasteur and its international 

network. 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) 

 The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research abbreviated as CSIR was 

established by the Government of India in September 1942 as an autonomous body 

that has emerged as the largest research and development organisation in India. 

 Although it is mainly funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology, it operates 

as an autonomous body through the Societies Registration Act, 1860. 

 The research and development activities of CSIR include aerospace engineering, 

structural engineering, ocean sciences, life sciences, metallurgy, chemicals, mining, 

food, petroleum, leather, and environmental science. 
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2. India-Central Asia Virtual Summit 

 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi hosted the first India-Central Asia Summit in 

virtual format on 27 January 2022, which was attended by Presidents of the Republic 

of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Republic 

of Uzbekistan.  

 This first India-Central Asia coincided with the 30th anniversary of establishment of 

diplomatic relations between India and Central Asian countries. 

 During the Summit, Prime Minister Modi and the Central Asian Leaders discussed 

the next steps in taking India-Central Asia relations to new heights and agreed to 

institutionalize the Summit mechanism by deciding to hold it every 2 years.  

 An India-Central Asia Secretariat in New Delhi would be set up to support the new 

mechanism. 

 The Leaders discussed far-reaching proposals to further cooperation in areas of 

trade and connectivity, development cooperation, defence and security and, in 

particular, on cultural and people to people contacts.  

 These included a Round-Table on Energy and Connectivity; Joint Working Groups at 

senior official level on Afghanistan and use of Chabahar Port; showcasing of 

Buddhist exhibitions in Central Asian countries and commissioning of an India-

Central Asia dictionary of common words, joint counter-terrorism exercises, visit of 

100 member youth delegation annually from Central Asian countries to India and 

special courses for Central Asian diplomats. 
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1. Sela Tunnel Project 

 

 The final blast for the 980-metre long Sela Tunnel (Tunnel 1) was conducted by 

Director General Border Roads (DGBR). This marks the culmination of the 

excavation works on the complete Sela Tunnel Project.  

 This feat has been achieved by Border Roads Organisation (BRO) amidst inclement 

weather and heavy snowfall. 

 The Sela Tunnel Project is located in the West Kameng District of Arunachal 

Pradesh.  

 Once completed, it will be a lifeline as it will provide all weather connectivity to 

Tawang.  

 The project comprises Tunnel 1, which is a 980 m long single tube tunnel and Tunnel 

2, which is a 1555 m long twin tube tunnel.  

 Tunnel 2 has one bi-lane tube for traffic and one escape tube for emergencies.  

 It will also be one of the longest tunnels to have been constructed above altitude of 

13,000 feet.  

 The project also includes construction of an approach road of seven kilometres to 

Tunnel 1, which takes off from BCT Road and a link road of 1.3 kilometres, which 

connects Tunnel 1 to Tunnel 2. 

Geography 
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 The foundation stone of the Sela Tunnel Project was laid by the Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi in 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

1. Himachal, Haryana to revive Saraswati river 

 

 In an attempt to revive the Saraswati river, the Haryana and Himachal Pradesh 

governments signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the construction of 

a dam in Himachal Pradesh in 77 acres, near the Adi Badri area of Haryana’s 

Yamuna Nagar district. 

 The MoU was signed in the presence of Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram 

Thakur and his Haryana counterpart Manohar Lal for the rejuvenation of the 

Saraswati river at an estimated cost of ₹215.35 crore. 

 The dam would not only revive the Saraswati river but also help in water 

conservation in the region.  

 The project would also be of use for Himachal Pradesh as 3.92 hectare metres water 

per annum would be earmarked for the State for its drinking water requirements, and 

57.96 hectare metres for irrigation water demand in project-affected habitations. 

 With the construction of the dam, the Saraswati river would flow throughout the year 

with 20 cusecs of water all the time. The course of the Ghaggar river is believed to be 

the course of the Saraswati river.  

Environment 
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 This project would go a long way in the promotion of tourism activities in the area 

with the joint efforts of the Governments of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh. 

 

2. UNESCO tag sought for living root bridges 

 

 The Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) has underlined some green rules for the living 

root bridges of Meghalaya to get the UNESCO World Heritage Site tag. 

 Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma pitched for UNESCO recognition as the 

hill State marked its 50th year of creation. 

 A living root bridge is like a suspension bridge formed by guiding the pliable roots of 

the rubber fig tree (Ficus elastica) across a stream or river and allowing the roots to 

grow and strengthen over time.  

 Ecologists say it highlights the symbiotic relationship between people and nature. 

Such a bridge is locally called jingkieng jri. 

 

3. Two species of fungi associated with basal stem rot found 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Researchers from Kerala have identified two new species of fungi from the genus 

Ganoderma that are associated with coconut stem rot.  

 They have also genotyped the two fungi species, named Ganoderma keralense and 

G. pseudoapplanatum. And identified genetic biomarkers.  

 The DNA barcodes have been made publicly available in DNA sequence repositories 

so that future studies can use it for early detection of the pathogen. The research 

was published in the journal Mycologia.   

Basal stem rot 

 The butt rot or basal stem rot of coconut is known by several names in different parts 

of India: Ganoderma wilt (Andhra Pradesh), Anaberoga (Karnataka) and Thanjavur 

wilt (Tamil Nadu), to mention a few. 

 The infection begins at the roots, but symptoms include discolouration and rotting of 

stem and leaves. In the later stages, flowering and nut set decreases and finally the 

coconut palm (Cocos nucifera) dies. 

 A reddish brown oozing is seen. This oozing has been reported only in India.  

 

4. Kerala gets its first ever scientific bird atlas     

                                                                                                                      

 

 The Kerala Bird Atlas (KBA), the first-of-its-kind state-level bird atlas in India, has 

created solid baseline data about the distribution and abundance of various bird 

species across all major habitats giving an impetus for futuristic studies. 
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 Conducted as a citizen science-driven exercise with the participation of over 1000 

volunteers of the bird watching community, KBA was prepared based on systematic 

surveys held twice over 60 days a year during the wet (July to September) and dry 

(January to March) seasons between 2015 and 2020. 

 KBA accounted for nearly three lakh records of 361 species, including 94 very rare 

species, 103 rare species, 110 common species, 44 very common species, and 10 

most abundant species.  

 It is arguably Asia’s largest bird atlas in terms of geographical extent, sampling effort 

and species coverage derived from the aggregation of 25,000 checklists.  

 It was found that the species count was higher during the dry season than in the wet 

season while species richness and evenness were higher in the northern and central 

districts than in the southern districts. 

 Most of the endemics were concentrated in the Western Ghats while the threatened 

species were mostly along the coasts.  

 The KBA is considered to be a valuable resource for testing various ecological 

hypotheses and suggesting science-backed conservation measures. 

 The survey, however, ignored the very short duration passage of migrant species like 

Eurasian Cuckoo, Amur Falcon etc. 

 

5. Spot-billed pelicans dying en masse in Naupada swamp 

 

 A nematode infestation has led to mass mortality of spot-billed pelicans (Pelicanus 

philippensis) at Telineelapuram Important Bird Area (IBA) in Naupada swamp of 

Srikakulam district in Andhra Pradesh. 

 Over 150 spot-billed pelicans have succumbed to the infestation since December, 

according to Forest officials, with 21 birds dying in the past 72 hours alone. 

 Only adult birds have succumbed to the infestation till date. Until now, in South India, 

the Telineelapuram IBA is the prime winter sojourn for the spot-billed pelican for 
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breeding. The same IBA is also a breeding habitat for the painted stork (Mycteria 

leucocephala). 

 The nematode infestation would not spread from one species to another species as 

per the studies carried out by the experts in Karnataka State.  

 The spot-billed pelican is capable of hunting huge fish from the water bodies and 

swamps and thus, it is vulnerable to infestation.  

 Thousands of spot-billed pelicans and a few hundred painted storks migrate from the 

Siberian region to breed in the Telineelapuram IBA and a majority of them prefer to 

stay here instead of going back home. 
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1. Revamped CGHS Website 

 

 Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare digitally 

launched the revamped CGHS (Central Government Health Scheme) website 

(www.cghs.gov.in) and mobile app, “MyCGHS”. 

 The various features of the upgraded CGHS website are as follows: 

 The Website has been developed in accordance with GIGW (Guidelines for Indian 

Government Websites). These standards and guidelines make the website 3U 

compliant i.e., Usable, User-Centric and Universally Accessible. 

 As mandated by the GIGW, the site has been made Bilingual (Hindi and English) with 

provision to make it multi-lingual in future. 

 There is a direct link to the eSanjeevani Teleconsultation facility through the CGHS 

website. 

 The website provides link to the online Grievance Portal developed for CGHS 

beneficiaries with provision for the grievance to be sent directly to the concerned 

officer with both SMS and email alert to the concerned officer for timely redressal of 

complaints. 

 The website also has a link to beneficiary login for accessing various online facilities  

such as tracking of Medical Claims, grievances, status of CGHS card, downloading 

of CGHS card, accessing history of medicines, online appointment system and 

various other facilities. 

Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS)  

 The Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) is the nodal healthcare provider to 

Central Government employees, pensioners and certain other categories of 

beneficiaries and their dependents enrolled under the scheme.  

Health 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 It caters to the healthcare needs of eligible beneficiaries covering all four pillars of 

democratic set up in India namely Legislature, Judiciary, Executive and Press and is 

unique of its kind due to the large volume of its beneficiary base and pan India 

presence providing healthcare through allopathic as well as indigenous systems of 

medicine.  

 

2. A portable, non-invasive way to detect oral cancer 

 Scientists from IIT Kharagpur have developed a portable, user-friendly, and non-

invasive device for detecting oral cancer in resource-constrained clinical settings. 

 Experts from the Guru Nanak Institute of Dental Sciences and Research in West 

Bengal supervised the clinical trials, and have established the efficacy of the new 

method in differentiating cancerous and precancerous stages of suspected oral 

abnormalities, as verified by high-standard biopsy reports. 

 The research has been published recently in the prestigious Proceedings of the 

National Academy of Sciences (PNAS), USA. 

 This is a low-cost, handheld imaging device to screen oral cancer and precancer 

based on measured change in blood flow rate of the tissue from thermal imaging and 

analytics.  

 The handheld unit combines various sensors and controllers that feed the measured 

data to a computer simulation engine to classify normal, precancer and cancer cases 

in the oral cavity without needing referral to specialised medical centres for resource-

intensive diagnostic procedures. 

Details 

 Cancer of the oral cavity remains one of the major causes of morbidity and mortality 

in socially-challenged and underserved communities.  

 There is an 80 per cent chance on average of a five-year survival rate if diagnosed 

early; the survival rate drops to 65 per cent or less in more advanced stages of the 

disease. 

 In reality, most oral cancers remain undetected until they have reached an advanced 

stage.  

 

 

3. Swachhata Start-Up Challenge 

 The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA), Government of India, in 

partnership with the Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

and Agence Française de Development (AFD)today launched the Swachhata Start-

Up Challenge.  

 It aims to provide an impetus to innovative start-ups to come forward and drive 

catalytic transformation in the sanitation and waste management sector.  

 The Challenge seeks to promote an enabling environment for enterprise 

development under Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 (SBM-U 2.0). 

 The Swachhata Start-Up Challenge launched aims to capitalize on the start-up 

movement by providing opportunities for entrepreneurship to young innovators to 

create socially impactful and market ready business solutions. 

 The Challenge, which is open to start-ups registered in India and French actors 

collaborating with an Indian start-up (as a joint venture), invites solutions across four 

thematic areas viz. (i) social inclusion, (ii) zero dump (solid waste management), 

(iii)plastic waste management and(iv)transparency through digital enablement. 

 The Challenge provides a prominent platform to participating enterprises to 

showcase their innovative products and services along with significant monetary and 

mentorship incentive. 

 

4. BA.2 sub-variant of Omicron 

 In the last couple of weeks, there has been a noticeable increase in the discovery of 

the BA.2 sub-variant of Omicron from several countries, leading to fresh worries 

about the possibility of another surge in cases.  

 Recently the UK Health Security Agency flagged this sub-variant and designated it as 

a ‘variant under investigation’. 

 This sub-variant has been present in substantial numbers in India as well, but India is 

not amongst the countries where the recent increase has been noticed.  

 The BA.2 could possibly be more infectious than the more commonly found BA.1 

variety but there is no evidence to suggest that it is more harmful. 

A sub-variant of Omicron 

 BA.2 is one of the several sub-variants of the Omicron which has spread rapidly 

across the world since November 2021.  

 The Omicron name was given to the B.1.1.529 lineage after it was designated as a 

variant of concern.  

 Later, it was found that this lineage had small variations of its own, and the three 

most common were named B.1.1.529.1, B.1.1.529.2, and B.1.1.529.3. For ease of 

reference, however, these sub-lineages were later re-classified as BA.1, BA.2 and 

BA.3. 
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 The Omicron sub-variant that has been most common in circulation till now is BA.1. 

This continues to be the case even now, though the proportion of BA.2 is on the rise.  

 According to the WHO, 98.8 percent of all Omicron genetic sequences submitted in 

global databases till January 25 were that of BA.1 variety. BA.2 retains most of the 

characteristics of BA.1 but has some more mutations that can give it a distinctive 

characteristic. 

 The BA.2 descendent lineage, which differs from BA.1 in some of the mutations, 

including in the spike protein, is increasing in many countries.  

 

5. Post-Covid cases of Avascular Necrosis 

 The health woes of the patients infected with Covid-19 in the second wave still 

continues as many are being diagnosed with the long post-Covid complications of 

Avascular Necrosis (AVN), referred to as bone death.  

 To find a clinical explanation, All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) has 

submitted a proposal to the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) seeking 

approval for a multicentric study to probe cases of AVN among Covid-19 recovered 

patients. 

What is AVN or bone death? 

 The AVN is not a new ailment. Before Covid, this case was found due to smoking, 

alcoholism, and steroid use linked to other conditions.  

 AVN, or Osteonecrosis, is a common cause of painful hips in youngsters. It occurs 

due to the restricted blood supply to the bone, resulting in loss of its density and 

weight-bearing capacity.  

 As the bone breaks into small pieces, the patient suffers unbearable pain and loses 

mobility completely. Hip bones are more prone to this. 

How can avascular necrosis be diagnosed or treated? 

 Generally, a Covid-19 recovered patient experiences AVN symptoms after 4-5 

months. It can be diagnosed with an MRI. 

 Not all patients with AVN need to undergo hip replacement surgeries — out of the 50 

diagnosed patients in AIIMS, only five of them underwent the surgery. We always try 

to preserve the joint and provide treatment if the disease hasn’t progressed. When 

the disease progresses in the first or second stage, core decompression surgeries 

are conducted. When it reaches the third and fourth stages, then joint replacement 

surgeries are done. 
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1. DECOMMISSIONED  'KHUKRI' TO BE HANDED OVER TO DIU 

ADMINISTRATION – 26 JAN 22 

 

 INS Khukri, lead ship of the Indian Navy’s Khukri class corvettes and an indigenous 

surface-to-surface missile fitted vessel that had the distinction of being part of both, 

the Western and Eastern Fleets, is scheduled to be handed over to the Diu 

Administration on 26 January 2022. 

 Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders, the ship was commissioned on 23 August 1989 

in Mumbai. 

 After more than 32 glorious years of service to the nation and having participated in 

all forms of naval operations, the ship was decommissioned in a solemn ceremony 

on 23 December 2021. 

 The decommissioned vessel is the second ship of the Navy to carry the name INS 

Khukri, the first having been lost during the 1971 Indo-Pak War off the coast of Diu.  

 The valiant crew of that ship, led by late Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla (MVC), has 

been immortalized in the Khukri Memorial at Diu where a scaled-down model of their 

old ship is displayed in solemn splendour. 

 As part of developing and revitalising the Khukri Memorial, the Diu Administration 

had approached the Ministry of Defence in 2019 for gifting to it, for public display, a 

decommissioned naval vessel.  

Defence and Security 
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2. Joint Maritime Exercise Paschim Lehar 

 A joint maritime exercise Paschim Lehar (XPL-2022) conducted by the Indian Navy 

off the West Coast was concluded on 25 January 2022.  

 The exercise was conducted over a duration of 20 days with an objective to validate 

operational plans of the Western Naval Command and enhance Inter-Service 

synergy among the Indian Navy, IAF, Indian Army and Coast Guard.  

 The exercise was conducted under the aegis of FOC-in-C, Western Naval 

Command.  

 The intra-theatre exercise included mobilisation and participation of over 40 ships 

and submarines of the Indian Navy.  

 A variety of weapon firings in a realistic tactical scenario, besides validation of 

operational missions and tasks under varying settings, were undertaken during the 

exercise.  
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1. “Deep Ocean Mission”, the torchbearer of India's "Blue 

Economy" 

 

 Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral R. Hari Kumar called on Union Minister Dr Jitendra 

Singh and discussed the modalities to deepen cooperation in "Deep Ocean Mission" 

which is to be the torchbearer of India's "Blue Economy". 

 The "Deep Ocean Mission" is designed to explore India’s deep ocean for resources 

and develop deep-sea technologies for sustainable use of ocean resources. It will 

have an important bearing on India's future economy. 

 The Modi Government had approved the Deep Ocean Mission (DOM) in June, 2021 

to be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences at a total budget of Rs. 4077 

Crore for 5 years.  

 DOM is a multi-ministerial, multi-disciplinary programme with emphasis on 

development of deep-sea technology that includes development of manned 

Submersible rated for 6000 metre water depth along with technologies for deep sea 

mining, exploration of deep-sea mineral resources and marine biodiversity, 

acquisition of a research vessel for ocean exploration, deep sea observations, and 

capacity building in Marine Biology. 

 The Indian Navy is a member of Deep Ocean Council and it will be involved in 

launching and recovery of Man submersible in deep water, which will be developed 

under the Deep Ocean Mission.  

Science and Technology  
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 The Ministry of Earth Sciences and Indian Navy are to soon sign a MoU for 

knowledge sharing in the areas of design and development of underwater vehicles. 

 

MATSYA 6000 

 The preliminary design of the manned submersible MATSYA 6000 is completed and 

realisation of vehicle is started with various organizations including ISRO, IITM and 

DRDO roped-in to support the development.  

 It is designed to carry 3 people to a depth of 6000 metres in the ocean with a suite of 

scientific sensors and tools. 

Mission Samundrayaan  

 Dr Jitendra Singh launched India’s First Manned Ocean Mission Samundrayaan at 

Chennai in October, 2021 and thus joined the elite club of nations such as USA, 

Russia, Japan, France and China to have such underwater vehicles for carrying out 

subsea activities.  

 This niche technology shall facilitate Ministry of Earth Sciences, MoES in carrying out 

deep ocean exploration of the non-living resources such as polymetallic manganese 

nodules, gas hydrates, hydro-thermal sulphides and cobalt crusts, located at a depth 

between 1000 and 5500 metres. 

 

2. Ministry of Electronics & IT releases 2nd Volume of Vision 

Document on  Electronics Manufacturing 

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, in association with ICEA, 

released a 5-year roadmap and Vision Document for the electronics sector today, 

titled $300 bn Sustainable Electronics Manufacturing & Exports by 2026. 

 This roadmap is the second volume of a two-part Vision Document – the first of 

which titled “Increasing India’s Electronics Exports and Share in GVCs” was released 

in November 2021. 

 This report provides a year-wise break-up and production projections for the various 

products that will lead India’s transformation into a US$300 billion electronics 

manufacturing powerhouse, from the current US$75 billion.  

 Amongst the key products that are expected to lead India’s growth in electronics 

manufacturing include Mobile Phones, IT Hardware (laptops, tablets), Consumer 

electronics (TV and audio), Industrial electronics, Auto electronics, Electronic 

components, LED Lighting, Strategic electronics, PCBA, Wearables and hearables, 

and Telecom equipment.  
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 Mobile manufacturing that is expected to cross US$100 billion annual production - up 

from the current US$30 billion - is expected to constitute nearly 40% of this ambitious 

growth. 

 The domestic market is expected to increase from US$65 billion to US$180 billion 

over the next 5 years. This will make electronics amongst India’s 2-3 top ranking 

exports by 2026.  

 Of the US$300 billion, exports are expected to increase from the projected US$15 

billion in 2021-22 to US$120 billion by 2026. 

 The five-part strategy to reach the US$300 billion goal, based on an “all of the 

government” approach, sharply focuses on broadening and deepening electronics 

manufacturing in India. 

PLI Scheme 

 The US$300 billion electronics manufacturing comes on the back of the US$10 billion 

PLI Scheme announced by the government to propel forward the Semiconductor and 

Display ecosystem.  

 The government has committed nearly US$17 billion over the next 6 years across 

four PLI Schemes – Semiconductor and Design, Smartphones, IT Hardware and 

Components.  

 The Vision Document makes a strong recommendation on the need to focus on 

aggregate domestic value addition in the electronics sector, as India transforms from 

its current state to one that is gearing to compete with the likes of China and 

Vietnam.  

 It also details the importance of the key role Indian champions will play in addition to 

global companies – both of whom are already part of the PLI Schemes. 
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3. Graphene research centre to come up in Kerala  

 

 A first-of-its-kind centre for studying graphene and developing its newer applications 

as suitable for industries has recently been approved by the Ministry of Electronics 

and Information Technology (MeitY). 

 The India Innovation Centre for Graphene (IICG) will be established in Thrissur, 

Kerala, as part of a joint venture between Pune-headquartered Centre for Materials 

for Electronics Technology (CMET), Digital University Kerala (DUK), Tata Steel 

Limited and other industries. 

 The newest centre aims at promoting and performing R&D on graphene as per the 

industry requirements.  

 While synthesis of graphene is known and many studies have been performed using 

graphene, our focus will be widening the scope of applications using graphene. 

 Of the Rs 34 crore estimated for establishing the centre, the partnering industries will 

contribute 60 per cent funding. 

 Being a good conductor of electricity and highly flexible, this two-dimensional form of 

crystalline carbon has enormous number of applications ranging from electronic 

wearable devices, biomedical devices, sensors, fuel cells, semiconductors, field 

emission displays, nanoelectrodes for inexpensive organic electronic devices such as 

organic photovoltaics (OPVs), liquid-crystal devices (LCDs), organic light-emitting 

diodes (OLEDs), super capacitors, fuel cells and batteries. 
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4. ISRO’s SSLV, a small satellite launcher with big prospects 

ahead 

 The new chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation Dr S Somanath 

indicated at a meeting with the minister of state for space Jitendra Singh Tuesday 

that ISRO’s indigenous new launch rockets, called the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle 

(SSLV), will have its much-delayed, maiden development flight this April. 

 The ISRO chairman has mentioned the launch of an “SSLV-D1 Micro SAT in April 

2022”. 

 The SSLV is intended to cater to a market for the launch of small satellites into low 

earth orbits which has emerged in recent years on account of the need for 

developing countries, private corporations, and universities for small satellites. 

 The launch of small satellites has until now been dependent on ‘piggy-back’ rides 

with big satellite launches on ISRO’s work-horse – the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 

which has had over 50 successful launches so far.  

 The launch of small satellites as a consequence has been dependent on the 

finalising of launch contracts for the larger satellites by ISRO. 

 The SSLV can carry satellites weighing up to 500 kg to a low earth orbit while the 

tried and tested PSLV can launch satellites weighing in the range of 1000 kg. 

 “The SSLV is the smallest vehicle at 110-ton mass at ISRO. It will take only 72 hours 

to integrate, unlike the 70 days taken now for a launch vehicle.  

 Only six people will be required to do the job, instead of 60 people. The entire job will 

be done in a very short time and the cost will be only around Rs 30 crore. It will be an 

on-demand vehicle. 
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1. Syed Modi India International BWF 

 

 PV Sindhu ended her title drought after 29 months on Sunday, winning the women's 

singles at the Syed Modi India International BWF Super 300 tournament. India’s ace 

shuttler, whose previous title had was the 2019 world championships triumph, 

defeated compatriot Malvika Bansod in the final in Lucknow. 

 Seventh seeds Ishaan Bhatnagar and Tanisha Crasto won the mixed doubles title, 

beating T Hema Nagendra Babu and Srivedya Gurazada 21-16, 21-12 in 29 minutes 

in the all-Indian affair. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
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1. Government announces 23rd January to be celebrated as 

“PARAKRAM DIWAS’ every year 

 

 Government of India has decided to celebrate the 125th Birth Anniversary year of 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in a befitting manner at national and international level, 

beginning from 23rd January 2021. 

 A High Level Committee, headed by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has 

been constituted for deciding the programs, and to supervise and guide the 

commemoration. 

 In order to honour and remember Netaji’s indomitable spirit and selfless service to 

the nation, Government of India has decided to celebrate his birthday on the 23rd 

day of January every year as “PARAKRAM DIWAS” to inspire people of the country, 

especially the youth, to act with fortitude in the face of adversity as Netaji did, and to 

infuse in them a spirit of patriotic fervour. 

 

2. National Girl Child Day 

 National Girl Child Day is celebrated in the country on January 24 every year with an 

objective to provide support and opportunities to the girls of India.  

 It aims towards promoting awareness about the rights of the girl child and to increase 

awareness on the importance of girl education, and their health and nutrition and also 

Important Days 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

to promote the girls position in the society to make their living better among the 

society. Gender discrimination is a major problem that girls or women face 

throughout their life.  

 National Girl Child Day was first initiated in 2008 by the Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. 

Objectives of National Girl Child Day 

 The objective of National Girl Child Day is to create awareness about the rights a girl 

owns and to give girls the opportunities like everyone else, also to support the girl 

child of the nation and remove gender-based biases.  

 Another objective of celebrating this day is to promote awareness about the 

inequalities that a girl child faces and educate people about girl’s education.  

 Basically to value them and to respect them like everybody else and give a new 

perspective towards girl child and to decrease discrimination.  

 The main focus is on changing society’s attitude towards girls, decrease female 

feticide and create awareness about the decreasing sex ratio. 

Steps Taken by the Government 

 The Government of India has taken several steps over the years to improve the 

conditions of girls. Government has started several campaigns and programmes 

some of them are : 

 Save the Girl Child, 

 Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, 

 Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana 

 CBSE Udaan Scheme 

 Free or subsidized education for girl child, 

 Reservation for women in colleges and universities 

 National Scheme of Incentive to Girls for Secondary Education.  

 

3. ‘International Education Day’ 

 The International Day of Education is annually celebrated on January 24.  

 This year marks the fourth year of celebration, with the theme ‘Changing Course, 

Transforming Education’. 

Background 

 The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in December, 2018 proclaimed the 

celebration of this day to mark the importance of education in ensuring peace and 

development.  
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 The resolution to mark this International Day of Education was authored by 59 

member states.  

 This demonstrated the unwavering political will to support transformative actions for 

inclusive, equitable and quality education for all. 

 This year, the celebration will take place at the UN Headquarters in New York, Expo 

2022 in Dubai, Harvard University Graduate School of Education, and Global 

Minnesota.  

 

4. National Tourism Day 2022 

 National Tourism Day is celebrated on January 25 every year across the country. 

 This day is observed by the government to encourage tourism and explain the 

essential role of tourism in the growth of the country. 

 This year’s theme for National Tourism Day is ‘Rural and Community Centric 

Tourism’. 

Background  

 In 1958, the government realised the importance of tourism coming to India and that 

led to the creation of a separate department of tourism. 

 The aim of creating the department was to preserve our national heritage and to look 

after the tourist destinations to keep their beauty intact while making them tourist-

friendly. 

 

5. 12th National Voters’ Day to be celebrated on January 25 

 

 The 12th National Voters’ Day will be celebrated on January 25 every year.  

 The theme for this year is ‘Making Elections Inclusive, Accessible and Participative’.  

 Since 2011, National Voters’ Day has been celebrated on 25th January every year, 

all across the country to mark the foundation day of the Election Commission of 

India. 
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1. Prajakta Koli becomes UNDP India's first youth climate 

champion 

 

 Content creator and actress Prajakta Koli has become India's first UN Development 

Programme (UNDP) Youth Climate Champion under her partnership with the 

organisation. 

 The title has been conferred to her following her contribution towards mental health, 

women's rights and girl child education through various global social campaigns. 

 UNDP aims to eliminate poverty, achieve sustainable growth and scale up human 

development in countries where it is required the most. 

 As a part of her responsibilities now, Prajakta will be entrusted with interacting with 

young minds to raise awareness around climate crisis, global warming and 

biodiversity loss and their impacts, the tremors of which are being felt by all sections 

of the society, especially the poor and marginalized communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards and Recognition 
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2. Jahnavi Dangeti becomes first Indian to complete NASA’s 

International Air and Space Program 

 

 Jahnavi Dangeti, a second-year engineering student has created history by 

becoming the only Indian to undergo International Air and Space Program (IASP) at 

NASA Launch Operations’ Kennedy Space Centre in Alabama, the U.S.      

 A B-Tech ECE (Hons), a second-year student, who aspires to become an astronaut, 

made it big on the world stage by becoming the first Indian to go through intense 

training at NASA where only a handful of young people get selected.  

About IASP: 

 The International Air and Space Program is a 5-day educational program that drives 

the leaders of tomorrow in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics) areas.  

 It involves teamwork, problem-solving and communication, among students and 

expert NASA engineers to adapt and solve any unexpected problems.  

 The program has a strict admissions process where only 60 students from across the 

world are selected as a part of the program. As part of the training, the activities 

included zero gravity, multi-access training, and underwater rocket launch. 
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3. Ex-Japan PM Shinzo Abe given Netaji Award 2022 

 

 Former Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was conferred with the Netaji Award 2022 

by Netaji Research Bureau on January 23, 2022. 

 Consul General of Japan in Kolkata Nakamura Yutaka received the honour on behalf 

of Mr. Abe at a function at the Elgin Road residence of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

on his 125th birth anniversary. 

Shinzo Abe 

 Shinzo Abe, born 21 September 1954) is a Japanese politician who served as Prime 

Minister of Japan and President of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) from 2006 to 

2007 and again from 2012 to 2020.  

 He is the longest-serving prime minister in Japanese history. 

 Shinzo Abe received the Padma Vibhushan -- awarded for "exceptional and 

distinguished service" -- in the field of public affairs in 2021. 

 

4. India’s Koozhangal wins best film award at 20th Dhaka 

International Film Festival 

 During the recently concluded 20th Dhaka International Film Festival in Dhaka, 

Indian movie Koozhangal won the best film award in the Asian Film Competition 

category. The film was helmed by P S Vinothraj. 

 Apart from this, four more Indian entries were included among the 17 awards given 

away for the films during the concluding session of the film festival. 

 The 9-day long international festival featured over 225 films drawn from 70 countries 

around the globe. 

Best actor and other awards to Indian film fraternity 

 Indian actor Jayasurya won the best actor award for the Ranjith Sankar-directed film 

‘Sunny’. Further, the best script writer award was given to Indranil Roychowdhury 
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and Sugata Sinha for India-Bangladesh film Mayar Jonjal. The movie was directed by 

Indranil Roychowdhury. 

 Notably, the special audience award was also given to Indian film Semkhor, which 

was directed by noted Assamese actor Aimee Baruah. 

 The film Semkhor was also selected as the opening film of Indian Panorama 2021 of 

52nd International Film Festival of India (IFFI), which was held in Goa. 

 

5. Smriti Mandhana, Indian opener, wins ICC women's Cricketer 

of the Year 2021 

 

 India opener Smriti Mandhana was named ICC women's Cricketer of the Year for 

2021.  

 After being named in the ICC's women's T20I team of the year, Smriti has now won 

the Rachael Heyhoe-Flint Trophy awarded to the ICC women's cricketer of the year 

for the second time after 2018.  

 The left-handed opener beat competition from Tammy Beaumont of England, Lizelle 

Lee of South Africa and Gaby Lewis of Ireland to clinch the honour.  

 Smriti has also become the second women's cricketer after Australia's Ellyse Perry to 

win the honour more than once. 
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6. Padma Awards 2022: Gen Bipin Rawat, Ex-CM Buddhadeb, 

Google CEO Sundar Pichai Named For Padma Awards 

 

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), the President approved conferment 

of 128 Padma Awards, including two duo cases, this year. In a duo case, the award 

is counted as one. 

 The list comprises 4 Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma Bhushan and 107 Padma Shri 

awards. Thirty-four of the awardees are women and the list also includes 10 persons 

from the category of Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI and 13 posthumous awardees. 

Padma Vibhushan 

 Former Uttar Pradesh chief minister and Hindutva poster boy late Kalyan Singh and 

India's first Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat who died in a helicopter 

crash recently were awarded Padma Vibhushan. 

 Kalyan Singh and General Rawat were given Padma Vibhushan, the country's 

second-highest civilian award, posthumously. 

Padma Bhushan 

 Veteran Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad and former West Bengal CM and 

CPI(M) leader Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee were given Padma Bhushan. 

 Cyrus Poonawalla of the Serum Institute of India, which manufactured COVID-19 

vaccine Covishield, and Krishna Ella and Suchitra Ella of Bharat Biotech, which 

produced India's indigenous coronavirus vaccine Covaxin, were also given Padma 

Bhushan. 

 Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella and Google CEO Sundar Pichai were conferred 

Padma Bhushan, the third-highest civilian award. 

 Late Punjabi folk singer Gurmeet Bawa, actor Victor Banerjee and former Union 

Home Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi have been awarded Padma Bhushan. 

Padma Shri 

 Olympic gold medallist Neeraj Chopra and singer Sonu Nigam were awarded Padma 

Shri. 
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1. India ranks 85 in Transparency International’s corruption index 

 

 Underlining that some of the mechanisms that could help reign in corruption are 

weakening, Transparency International ranked India at 85 among 180 countries in its 

Corruption Perception Index report. 

 The index, which ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of 

public sector corruption according to experts and business people, uses a scale of 0 

to 100 to rank Corruption Perception Index (CPI), where 0 is highly corrupt and 100 is 

very clean. Transparency International gave India a CPI score of 40. 

 The report highlighted concerns over the risk to journalists and activists who have 

been victims of attacks by the police, political militants, criminal gangs and corrupt 

local officials. Civil society organisations that speak up against the government have 

been targeted with security, defamation, sedition, hate speech and contempt-of-court 

charges, and with regulations on foreign funding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ranks and Reports 
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1. Author Ruskin Bond pays homage to India in his latest book 

 Drawing on his own memories and impression of India, celebrated author Ruskin 

Bond in his latest book, “A Little Book of India: Celebrating 75 years of 

Independence”, pays homage to the country that has been his home for 84 years. 

 The book, an amalgamation of the “physical and spiritual” attributes of India, 

promises to take readers on a journey filled with nostalgia and devotions.  

 It is published by Penguin Random House India (PRHI). 

 This little book does not claim to be a political or historical analysis of events, 

although I have dwelt on the highlights of the last 75 years of India’s progress to 

maturity as a nation. 

 It is a record of some of my memories and impressions of this unique land — of its 

rivers and forests, literature and culture, sights, sounds and colours — an 

amalgamation of the physical and spiritual. 

Ruskin Bond 

 

 Bond, who has spent 84 years of his life in the country, said he feels justified in 

celebrating 75 years of India’s Independence along with millions of his fellow citizens. 

 Born in Kasauli (Himachal Pradesh) and grew up in Jamnagar, Dehradun, New Delhi 

and Shimla, Bond is the recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award, Sahitya Akademi’s Bal 

Books and Authors 
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Sahitya Puraskar, Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan, among other prestigious 

awards 

 His first novel, “The Room on the Roof“, written when he was 17, received the ‘John 

Llewellyn Rhys Memorial Prize’ in 1957. 

 

2. MoS Culture Meenakashi Lekhi releases pictorial comic book 

‘India’s Women Unsung Heroes’ 

 

 Minister of State for Culture Meenakashi Lekhi has released the pictorial comic 

book ‘India’s Women Unsung Heroes’ in New Delhi.   

 The book has been prepared by the Culture Ministry in partnership with Amar Chitra 

Katha.  

 The book portrays the tales of valour of our forgotten women freedom fighters.  

 Ms. Lekhi said that the book is a fitting tribute to the forgotten heroes of our freedom 

struggle as it celebrates the lives of women who lit the flame of rebellion throughout 

the country.  

 The minister said that it contains stories of queens who battled imperialism & 

dedicated their lives for Maa Bharati. 
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3. Book 'Operation Khatma' authored by RC Ganju and Ashwini 

Bhatnagar released 

 

 A book titled ‘Operation Khatma’ has been released which is authored by journalists 

RC Ganjoo and Ashwini Bhatnagar.  

 The book is based upon the operation of the Special Operations Group of Jammu & 

Kashmir Police which led to the killing of 22 terrorists of the Jammu & Kashmir 

Liberation Front (JKLF).  

 It is presented as a graphic first-hand thriller on terrorism in Kashmir. 
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1. PM condoles the demise of eminent archaeologist Thiru R. 

Nagaswamy 

 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed sorrow on the demise of 

eminent archaeologist Thiru R. Nagaswamy.  The Prime Minister recalled his 

contribution towards popularising the vibrant culture of Tamil Nadu. 

 Ramachandran Nagaswamy (10 August 1930 – 23 January 2022) was an Indian 

historian, archaeologist and epigraphist who was known for his work on temple 

inscriptions and art history of Tamil Nadu.  

 He was an authority on Chola bronzes. 

 Nagaswamy became the inaugural director of the Tamil Nadu Archaeology 

Department in 1966, serving in that capacity till 1988.  

 He also founded the annual Chidambaram Natyanjali festival in 1980.  

 In 2018, he was awarded India's third-highest civilian award, the Padma Bhushan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 
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2. Kathakali dancer Milena Salvini 

 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed grief over the demise of noted 

Kathakali dancer Milena Salvini.  

 Milena Salvini (1933 – 25 January 2022) was an Italian-born French exponent and 

teacher of Indian classical dance.  

 Especially known for her services to Kathakali, in 2019 she was awarded India's 

fourth highest civilian award, the Padma Shri. 

 The 84-year-old dancer, who arrived in Kerala in 1965 to learn Kathakali, had 

established Centre Mandapa, a school of Indian dance forms in Paris, which 

flourished as a learning centre.  

 In 1962 she obtained a scholarship to get trained in Kathakali at Kerala 

Kalamandalam.  

 After completing her studies, Milena returned to Paris and arranged a tour for a 

Kathakali troupe under the UNESCO cultural exchange programme. 
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1. Former MP Padmashri Sudha Reddy no more 

 

 Padma Shri awardee and former MP Sudha V Reddy passed away at the age of 95. 

 Sudha represented the erstwhile Madhugiri Lok Sabha segment. She was awarded 

the Padmashri for social service in 1968. Her service activities were especially for 

the upliftment of women in need. 

 She served as chairperson of the Karnataka Handicrafts Board and was a member of 

several other boards.  

 During the China war, she collected funds and built houses for war widows, which 

was inaugurated by former prime minister Indira Gandhi. She was also a talented 

veena player. 

 

2. Bommai launches website providing government programme 

information 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai launched a website providing information about 

central and state government programmes. 

 The portal should work as a communication bridge between the people and 

government. 

 The website would enable people to get detailed information on government 

programmes, their purpose and utility. 

State News 
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 A book containing guidelines to avail the benefit of various programmes was also 

launched on the occasion. 

 The new book contains guidelines to avail the benefit of the programmes. Providing 

public welfare programmes to every strata of the society under one roof is the long 

term vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 

3. New law will be drafted to give temples autonomy 

 Freeing up Hindu temples from state control is set to be the next big legislative 

agenda of the Basavaraj Bommai-led BJP government. 

 Having moved the Karnataka Protection of Right to Freedom of Religion Bill, 2021 

(anti-conversion Bill), Bommai has said that a new law will be drafted before the 

budget session in March to give temples autonomy. 

 This means that they will no longer function under the Muzrai department, which 

currently controls nearly 35,000 temples. 

 This has been a long-pending demand of the Sangh Parivar. The demand stems 

from an allegation that funds from the Muzrai department are being diverted to non-

Hindu institutions and that the deregulation will allow temples exclusive control over 

their funds. 

 Autonomy to temples also allows temple trusts to plan activities of their choice.  

 For instance, Dharmasthala’s D Veerendra Heggade has been doing social service. 

Other temples can also use their funds for building hostels or any other cultural 

activities they deem fit. 

 

4. 61.5% solid waste processed in Karnataka, CPCB tells NGT 

 Approximately 11,085 tonnes of solid waste is generated per day in Karnataka, of 

which 6,817 tonnes per day which accounts for 61.5% is being processed, the 

Central Pollution Control Board informed the Southern Zone of the NGT. 

 Of the total solid waste generated in the state, total 1,250 tonnes per day (11.2%) is 

put in landfills. 

 Of the total 316 urban local bodies, 284 local bodies have initiated door-to-door 

collection of waste, while the remaining ULBs were in the process of initiation. 

 The state has 217 plastic waste recycling units which have a combined capacity of 

310 tonnes per day. There are a total 216 composting units in the state with a 

combined capacity of 5,834 tonnes per day. 

 The state doesn't have waste-to-energy facilities. However, a 600 tonne-per-day 

(11.5 MW) waste-to-energy plant is being built by BBMP and Karnataka Power 
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Corporation Ltd (KPCL) at Bidadi and a 200 tonne-per-day plant by NTPCL at 

Dharwad City Corporation. 

  

5. Ancient Jain inscriptions discovered in Honnavar village 

 

 An ancient Jain pedestal inscription and three Nishadi (Jain memorial) inscriptions 

have been discovered at Kudrigi village in Honnavar taluk of the district. 

 While the pedestal inscription is found on the pedestal of an idol, a Nishadi inscription 

is installed in memory of devoted Jains who give up their lives following the 

Sallekhana practice, which involves not eating food and devoting oneself fully to 

worship. 

 Kudrigi is located about seven kilometres away from Gerusoppe. These inscriptions 

are believed to have been engraved during the 13th century. 

 Gerusoppe, about 27 kilometres away from Honnavar town, was an ancient Jain 

heritage centre. Ruled by the Saluva kings, Gerusoppe was the capital city of the 

Nagire dynasty.   

 The 2.5 feet tall Tirthankara idol is in paryankasana (in Sanskrit, Paryanka means 

couch or bed and Asana posture) posture and has a pedestal. 

 The head, the Chamadharis flanking the Tirthankara and the Mukkode (three 

umbrellas, a sign of emperorship) above the Teerthankara’s head are missing. 

 Curly hair dropping from the head are seen on either side of the Teerthankara’s 

shoulders. It indicates that it could be an idol of the Teerthankara’s Adinath I, the first 

Tirthankara of Jainism.  

 The four inscriptions indicated that Jainism flourished in the region in those days. 
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6. Brain fog problem returns to haunt Covid-19 survivors 

 As the fast-moving third wave moves towards its peak, cases of a debilitating post-

Covid complication, “brain fog,” are already being reported among survivors.  

 The symptom, which was noted in the second wave, is being reported in rising 

frequency among Covid-19 survivors of the ongoing third wave. 

 It is specified that 25 to 30 percent of Covid-recovered patients go on to develop 

brain fog. 

 The complication is marked by confusion and an inability to concentrate or make 

decisions, such as seeking medical care, which could have implications for disease 

severity. 

 People are unable to focus, they feel lethargic and there is a sense of having lost 

their rhythm, which creates impediments to them getting back to work or taking 

action. 

 This causes people to develop difficulty in processing information, impairment of 

memory - a mental block.  

 If the condition takes place weeks after the person has recovered, an extreme 

immune response is likely responsible. 

 

7. Jakkur flying school may soon train commercial pilots 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai has said that the government will extend all 

support to make the Government Flying Training School (GFTS) at Jakkur in North 

Bengaluru a hub of aviation activities. 

 Additional land will be acquired for the expansion of the runway to facilitate 

commercial pilot training, besides takeoff and landing of chartered aircraft and 

helicopters. 

 He inaugurated the modernised GFTS at the Jakkur aerodrome on the eve of the 

125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

 Jakkur aerodrome, started by the erstwhile Royal Family of Mysore, is a pride of 

Bengaluru and has contributed immensely to the civil aviation history of the country.  

 The government will ensure that the GFTS gets additional land for a safe runway to 

facilitate full-fledged operations. 
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8. Mangaluru girl receives PM Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 

 

 Remona Evette Pereira, a first PUC student at Padua PU college in Nanthoor here 

has received the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar for her outstanding 

achievements in the field of art and culture. 

 Remona is the only child to win the national award from Karnataka this year.  

 Remona, a promising talent in various dance forms, got the award for her 

achievements in Bharatanatyam.  

 A total of 21 children from across the country were awarded in six fields--innovation, 

scholastic achievement, sports, arts and culture, social service and bravery. 

 The award includes a medal, certificate and a cash prize of Rs one lakh.  

 

9. Karnataka government's heli-tourism project takes off from 

upgraded Jakkur aerodrome 

 The tourism department’s much-awaited heli-tourism project kicked off recently at the 

Jakkur aerodrome as four people took flight in two separate helicopters. 

 The department is expecting to attract more international as well as domestic 

travellers through this project.  

 The Karnataka State Tourism Development Corporation (KSTDC) has signed a 

memorandum with private operators Thumby Aviation Pvt Ltd and Chipsan Aviation 

Pvt Ltd for the project. 

 Interested travellers have to shell out Rs 5,000 per seat (approximately) to travel 

from Jakkur aerodrome to popular tourist destinations like Chikkamagaluru, Kodagu 

and Kabini backwaters in Mysuru district. 
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10. Five from Karnataka honoured with Padma Shri awards 

 Five personalities from Karnataka including popular Dalit poet late Prof 

Siddhalingaiah have been selected for Padma Shri awards, recognising their 

achievements in different fields.  

Siddalingaiah (Posthumous) Literature and Education:  

 Siddalingaiah (1954-2021), a Dalit activist, also wrote a number of poems and 

books. He is credited with starting the Dalit-Bandaya movement in Kannada, as well 

as starting the genre of Dalit writing in kannada literature. 

 He was at the forefront of Dalit politics in Karnataka in the 1980s and 1990s and was 

one of the founders of Dalit Sangharsha Samiti. 

 His poem ‘Yaarige Bantu Yellige Bantu Nalavattera Swatantrya (Who received 

freedom and where is the freedom of 1947?)’ became an anthem of the Dalit 

movement in Karnataka.  

Subbanna Ayyappan (Science and Engineering):  

 Prof Ayyappan is the former Director-General, Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research (ICAR) and Secretary to Government, Department of Agricultural Research 

and Education (DARE) and Chancellor of Central Agricultural University, Manipur. 

 A native of Bengaluru, he is a reputed Aquaculture Scientist and played a key role 

in powering India's Blue Revolution.  

H R Keshavamurthy (Art):  

 Murthy is a Gamaka exponent from Hosahalli in Shimoga district. He is one of the 

artists featured in the sound tracks of Gamaka available from Gamaka Kala Parishat 

(Gamaka Art Academy), which is located in Hosahalli.  

 He was honoured for preserving the Kavya Vachana artform of storytelling. 

Abdul Khader Nadakattin (Innovation in Agriculture):  

 Abdul Khader Imamsab Nadakattin in the village of Annigeri in Navalgund taluk of 

Dharwad district.  

 He is credited with over 40 innovations that assist small and marginal farmers across 

India. 

 A farmer scientist himself, Abdul started the Vishwashanti Agricultural Centre at 

Annigeri.  

 One of his popular innovations is the Nadakattin five-in-one. This equipment can 

perform five actions – deep digging, uprooting the grass when the farmland is wet, 

spraying herbal pesticides, applying fertilisers – and can be used even if the gap 

between the lines is four feet and can cover 20-25 acres in 12 hours. 

Amai Mahalinga Naik (Agriculture):  
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 Naik is a farm labourer and a green revolutionary, known to many as the 'one-man-

army'. He is known for single-handedly transforming 2 acres of a barren plot of land 

into a lush organic farm. 

 His farm in Adyanadka near Mangalore, has over 300 areca nut palms, 75 coconut 

trees, 150 cashew trees, 200 banana plants and pepper vines. 

 

11. Karnataka formulates blueprint for public healthcare 

 The health department is set to release an exhaustive vision document for an 

overhaul of Karnataka’s health systems at the primary, secondary and tertiary care 

levels for the next 10 to 20 years. 

 There are about 30 senior experts from various disciplines who are working on this 

report and about 750 experts have contributed to this over the last one year. The 

exercise was led by former director of Nimhans Dr G Gururaj. 

 For example, in the cardiology speciality, experts have suggested a hub and spoke 

model for management of heart attacks in taluk and district hospitals, and peripheral 

centres. 

 Heart attack management is time driven. If there’s a delay, there will be 

complications, including death.  

 The hub can be Jayadeva or private hospitals in the region. Spokes can be taluk 

hospitals, which will give initial medical treatment, before shifting the patient to the 

nearest tertiary care centre. Taluk hospitals will be mapped to tertiary care hospitals. 

 The places will be provided with heart attack management kits, which will have an 

ECG, defibrillator and an in-built app which will relay the ECG results, once it is taken 

to the hub. 

 

12. Tech glitches hit disbursal of loans to farmers in 

Karnataka 

 With technological challenges coming in the way of making use of the 'Farmer 

Registration & Unified Beneficiary Information System (FRUITS)' software for 

agriculture loan disbursal, the cooperation department has temporarily suspended its 

usage. 

 FRUITS, a database of over seven million farmers, was to make submission of 

documents easier for farmers. Instead of submitting the same set of documents 

multiple times in multiple departments, the software was supposed to provide a one-

stop solution for documents.  
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 Karnataka government has unveiled the Farmer Registration and Unified beneficiary 

Information System (FRUITS), an e-governance portal, to create a repository of 

farmland information and farm loan details on a single platform.  

 All farmers will be registered and given an identification number on the portal. 

 

13. Karnataka government launches 'Grama One' in 12 

districts, centres to come up by March 

 Grama One centres will come up in all gram panchayat limits by the end of March, 

Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said. 

 He was speaking to reporters after launching the Grama One centres in 3,024 GPs in 

12 districts of the state.  

 The technology-driven centres will offer various services to the rural masses and 

prevent the influence of middlemen and corruption in tahsildar’s offices. 

 Documents, such as income, caste, residency certificates, RTCs and other 

documents will now be issued at Grama One centres. 

 15-20 services will be offered initially. It will be increased in the coming days by 

introducing banking, Aadhaar and other services. 

 The centres will be connected to tahsildars’, assistant commissioners’ offices and 

Atal Seva Kendras so that villagers can get documents without having to travel to 

taluk centres. 

 The e-Governance Department will regularly review the progress and activities of 

Grama One Centres. 

 

14. Statue of Sangolli Rayanna in Delhi soon: CM Bommai 

 The state government has written to the Union government authorities to install a 

statue of freedom fighter Sangolli Rayanna in New Delhi, Chief Minister Basavaraj 

Bommai said. 

 There is a statue of Kittur Chennamma in the national capital. The Rayanna statue 

should be installed close to it, he said. 

 Speaking at the 191st Remembrance Day of Rayanna, Bommai said that the military 

school being set up in the name of Rayanna would cost Rs 180 crore and Rs 55 cr is 

released already. 

Sangolli Rayanna 
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 Sangolli Rayanna (15 August 1796 – 26 January 1831) was an Indian revolutionary, 

military chief (Shetsanadi) and warrior in the Kittur princely state in the present day 

Indian state of Karnataka.  

 He was the Shetsanadi of the Kingdom of Kittur ruled at the time by Rani 

Channamma and fought the British East India Company till his death. 

 Sangolli Rayanna participated in the 1824 rebellion and was arrested by the British, 

who released him later. 

 He and his guerrilla army moved from place to place, burnt government offices, 

waylaid British troops and plundered treasuries. 

 The British troops could not defeat him in open battle. Hence, by treachery, he was 

caught in April 1830 and tied up by the British; and sentenced to death. 

 

15. What is the Hogenakkal project and can Karnataka really 

block it? 

 On January 20, 2022 Tamil Nadu announced that it will implement the second phase 

of the Hogenakkal Water Supply and Fluorosis Mitigation Project at a cost of Rs 

4,600 crore.  

 Karnataka immediately raised objections, saying Tamil Nadu cannot go ahead with 

any scheme that utilises Cauvery water without its concurrence. 

What is the Hogenakkal project?   

 Originally conceived in the 1960s, the Hogenakkal project saw the light of day only in 

2013.  

 Under the first phase, 160 MLD of potable water is supplied to the drought-prone 

districts of Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri. 

 The word Hogenakkal is of Kannada origin and roughly means smoky rocks.  

 The Cauvery water which enters Tamil Nadu at Biligundulu in Krishnagiri district from 

Karnataka reaches the Stanley reservoir at Mettur through Hogenakkal.  

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Tamil Nadu believes the second phase is needed to continue the supply of potable 

water to Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri, and meet the demands of a rising population.  

 The amount of water supplied per person per day will be increased to 55 litres in rural 

areas (as mandated under the Centre's Jal Jeevan Mission) and 135 litres in town 

panchayats and municipalities. 

What does Karnataka say?   

 Karnataka has announced it will oppose the Hogenakkal project both legally and 

politically.  

 Karnataka's opposition is based on two grounds: the project falls in the geography of 

both states and was not placed before the Cauvery tribunal or the Supreme Court.  

 Geographically, Karnataka says, Hogenakkal is a 64-km region that covers both 

sides of the border. Apparently, the Survey of India has not finalized the border along 

Hogenakkal.  

 Karnataka also argues that any project Tamil Nadu wants to take up in the Cauvery 

basin should be in line with the allocation of water made by the tribunal and Supreme 

Court orders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. SC seeks govt. response on creation of ‘independent’ Indian 

Environment Service 

 The Supreme Court sought the government’s response on the creation of an 

independent Indian Environment Service in the “All India Service cadre”. 

 A Bench led by Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul issued notice on a plea by advocate 

Samar Vijay Singh for a specialised environment service in the lines of one 

recommended by the T.S.R. Subramanian Committee report in 

2014.                                                                                                                              

               

 The Committee, constituted by the Environment Ministry, in its report on November 

18, 2014, had categorically recorded that the necessary institutional framework 

needs to be created, building on the existing systems, to meet future ecological 

demands. 

 The Committee had recommended the creation of a new All India Service as the 

“Indian Environment Service”. 

Concerns 

 The constant environmental degradation, ecological imbalance, climate change, 

water scarcity, etc. are a great concern for India.  

 The citizens are facing many environmental issues such as air pollution, water 

pollution, non eradication of solid waste and garbage and pollution of the natural 

environment.  

 One of the major causes of environmental degradation is the flaw of the existing 

system that lies in the enforcement capabilities of environmental institutions at 

various levels. 

 Also there was no effective coordination amongst various Ministries/institutions 

regarding the integration of environmental concerns. 

Mains 

 

Environment 
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 There is a lack of trained personnel involved in the administration, policy formulation, 

and supervising the implementation of policies of the state government and central 

government. 

 

 

 

 

1. Start-ups raised a record $24.1 billion in 2021: study 

 Start-ups raised a record $24.1 billion in 2021, a two-fold increase over pre-COVID-

19 levels, according to a new study by NASSCOM and Zinnov. 

 According to the study, ‘Indian Tech Start-up Ecosystem: Year of The Titans’, more 

that 2,250 start-ups were added in 2021, over 600 more than what was added in the 

previous year. 

 It added that while the U.St. remains the leading source of foreign direct investment 

(FDI) in start-ups, worldwide involvement is also growing. About 50% of the deals 

had at least one India-domiciled investor. 

 The study added that the startup ecosystem saw a 2X gain in cumulative valuation 

from 2020 to 2021, with an estimate of $320-$330 billion, demonstrating the sector’s 

development and recovery throughout the pandemic. 

 The industries that saw the most net new job creation were BFSI (banking, financial 

services and insurance), ed-tech, retail and retail tech, food-tech, supply chain 

management, and logistics and mobility. 

 On the back of Internet commerce, freelancers, and service industries, indirect jobs 

have also recovered. 

 

2. Environment Ministry plan to rank States draws ire 

 A proposal by the Union Environment Ministry to “rank” and “incentivise” States on 

how quickly they could give environmental clearances to proposed infrastructure 

projects has drawn fire from environmentalists on the grounds that it contravenes 

basic principles of environmental regulation. 

 A note to States by the Union Environment Ministry on January 17 spells out seven 

criteria to rate State Environmental Impact Assessment Agencies (SEIAA) on 

“transparency, efficiency and accountability.”  

 On a scale of seven, an SEIAA, for instance, gets two marks for granting a clearance 

in less than 80 days, one mark for within 105 days and no marks for more.  

Economy 
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 If less than 10% of the projects for scrutiny prompted a site visit by committee 

members, to examine ground conditions, the SEIAA would get one mark.  

 More than 20%, on the other hand, would be a demerit or zero marks. SEIAA with a 

score of seven or more would be rated ‘five star.’ 

 The project appraisal process is an online process where aspirant companies must 

upload documents on a portal called Parivesh. 

 

3. India emerges as largest exporters of cucumber and gherkins 

in the world 

 

 India has emerged as the largest exporter of gherkins in the world.  

 India has crossed the USD 200 million mark of export of agricultural processed 

product, - pickling cucumber, which is globally referred as gherkins or cornichons, in 

the last financial year. 

 Gherkins are exported under two categories -- cucumbers and gherkins, which are 

prepared and preserved by vinegar or acetic acid and cucumbers and gherkins, 

which are provisionally preserved. 

 Gherkin cultivation, processing and exports started in India during the early 1990s 

with a modest beginning in Karnataka and later extended to the neighbouring states 

of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.  

 Nearly 15% production of the world’s gherkin requirement is grown in India. 

 Gherkins is currently exported to more than 20 countries, with major destinations 

being North America, European countries and Oceanic countries such as USA, 

France, Germany, Australia, Spain, South Korea, Canada, Japan, Belgium, Russia, 

China, Sri Lanka and Israel. 
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 Apart from its export potential, the gherkin industry plays a key role in the creation of 

rural employment. In India, cultivation of gherkins is carried out under contract 

farming by around 90,000 small and marginal farmers with an annual production area 

of 65,000 acres. 

 Processed gherkins are exported in bulk as industrial raw material and in jars as 

ready to eat. The bulk production is still occupying a high percentage of the gherkin 

market. 

 APEDA has played a significant role in promotion of export of processed vegetables 

and it has been providing financial assistance for development of infrastructure and 

enhancing quality of processed gherkins, products promotion in the international 

market and implementation of food safety management systems in the processing 

units. 

 

4. Hermes is suing American digital artist over MetaBirkins NFTs 

 French luxury fashion brand Hermès is suing American digital artist Mason 

Rothschild who created the MetaBirkins series of NFTs (Non-Fungible Tokens), a 

rapidly growing part of the cryptoworld. 

 The lawsuit has once again brought into sharp focus the ongoing debate over 

NFTs—the uniqueness and the real value of these digital artefacts and the criticisms 

against them. 

But why are NFTs considered to be unique digital assets? 

 An NFT is a unique, irreplaceable token that can be used to prove ownership of 

digital assets such as music, artwork, even tweets and memes.  

 The term ‘non-fungible’ simply means that each token is different as opposed to a 

fungible currency such as money (a ten-rupee note can be exchanged for another 

and so on). 

 Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin and Ethereum are also fungible, which means that 

one Bitcoin can be exchanged for another. But an NFT cannot be exchanged for 

another NFT because the two are different and therefore unique. Each token has a 

different value, depending on which asset it represents. 

 NFT transactions are recorded on blockchains, which is a digital public ledger, with 

most NFTs being a part of the Ethereum blockchain. NFTs became popular in 2021, 

when they were beginning to be seen by artists as a convenient way to monetise 

their work. 

What are the other reasons for which NFTs are in high demand? 
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 One of the other attractions is that NFTs are a part of a new kind of financial system 

called decentralised finance (DeFi), which does away with the involvement of 

institutions such as banks.  

 For this reason, decentralised finance is seen as a more democratic financial system 

because it makes access to capital easier for lay people by essentially eliminating the 

role of banks and other associated institutions. 
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