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1. Coir Board Regional Office 

 Union Minister for Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME), Shri Narayan Rane 

inaugurated Coir Board Regional Office at Kankavli in Sindhudurg, Maharashtra.   

 Coir Board is implementing several programmes to develop the coir industry in the Konkan 

Zone. With the opening of this regional office, Coir Board will bring more programmes to 

the region.   

 Coir Board was set up under the Coir Industry Act, 1953 by the Government of India for the 

overall sustainable development of Coir Industry in the Country.   

 The functions of the Board as laid down under the Act include undertaking, assisting and 

encouraging scientific, technological and economic research, modernization, quality 

improvement, human resource development, market promotion and welfare of all those 

who are engaged in this industry. 

 

2. Cabinet nod for changes in FDI policy ahead of LIC IPO 

 The government approved changes to India’s foreign direct investment (FDI) policy to allow 

global investors to participate in the initial public offering of Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) shares expected to be launched soon. 

 Foreign investors will now be able to invest up to 20% in LIC shares under the automatic 

approval route.  

 FDI into insurance ventures is already allowed up to 74% under the automatic approval 

route, but the policy was silent on foreign equity investments into the country’s largest 

insurer LIC, a statutory corporation set up under an Act of Parliament. 

 As per the present FDI policy, the FDI ceiling for public sector banks is 20% on government 

approval route, so it has been decided to allow foreign investment up to 20% for LIC and 

such other corporate bodies.  

 The approval has been made automatic for LIC investors in order to expedite the capital 

raising plan. 

 The amendments to the FDI policy come less than two weeks after the draft red herring 

prospectus (DRHP) for LIC’s share sale was filed with the stock market regulator.  

 The government is offloading 5% of its stake in LIC, with upto 10% of these shares to be 

reserved for LIC’s policy holders and another 5% for employees. 

 

 

Economy 
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3. Co-location 

 The issue of co-location has come into the limelight once again in the wake of the latest 

order by the markets regulator sanctioning former National Stock Exchange (NSE) MD and 

CEO Chitra Ramkrishna over decisions taken by her under the alleged influence of a 

mysterious ‘yogi’.  

 In its February 11 order, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) had observed 

that the fact of Ms. Ramkrishna having shared confidential internal NSE information with an 

unknown person had come to light during the regulator’s probe of the co-location matter.  

 SEBI had passed its first order after adjudicating the co-location case in April 2019, when it 

had fined the NSE a sum of ₹625 crore.  

What is co-location?  

 In 2009, the NSE started to offer co-location services to members of the exchange.  

 Co-location allows a member to set up his server in a specifically earmarked data centre 

within the NSE’s exchange premises for a certain price.  

 And even though this data centre is located in a different wing from the exchange’s trading 

systems, the relative proximity allows members wishing to gain access to the entirety of buy 

and sell orders sent to the exchange by market participants, or tick-by-tick data, a head start 

of a few microseconds or nanoseconds.  

 However, these brokers technically will only be able to carry out automated trading using 

algorithms since the speed and volume of data arriving is too high to process manually. 

Is there anything illegal about co-location? 

 Co-location per se is not illegal. Stock exchanges across the world allow the practice to 

flourish as a paid service. The SEBI, in fact, had allowed exchanges to offer co-location in 

2008. So, the NSE co-location case has to do with something else. 

 A whistle blower in 2015 alleged that some exchange members were able to manipulate 

NSE’s co-location services to their own benefit with the support of certain officials in NSE’s 

IT department.  

 

4. SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication) 

 The US and European Union (EU) have decided to partially exercise the nuclear-weapon 

option as far as economic sanctions are concerned: cutting off a number of Russian banks 

from the main international payment gateway, SWIFT.  

 The assets of Russia’s central bank are also expected to be frozen, constraining Moscow’s 

ability to access its overseas reserves. 
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 These joint sanctions are the harshest measures against Moscow since its forces went into 

Ukraine and are expected to badly hit a country that is heavily reliant on the SWIFT 

platform for its key natural resources trade, especially the payments for its oil and gas 

exports.  

 Cutting off a country from SWIFT in the financial world is equivalent to restricting Internet 

access of a nation. 

What is SWIFT?  

 The SWIFT system stands for the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 

Telecommunication and is a secure platform for financial institutions to exchange 

information about global monetary transactions such as money transfers. 

 While SWIFT does not actually move money, it operates as a middleman to verify 

information of transactions by providing secure financial messaging services to more than 

11,000 banks in over 200 countries.  

 Based in Belgium, it is overseen by the central banks from eleven industrial countries: 

Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, the United 

Kingdom, and the United States, besides Belgium. 

What does the move aim to achieve? 

 Excluding Russian banks from the SWIFT platform is expected to hit the country’s 

economy hard. 

 While workarounds to SWIFT have been tried, none have proven to be effective.  

 During the last seven years, Russia, too, has worked on alternatives, including the SPFS 

(System for Transfer of Financial Messages) — an equivalent of the SWIFT financial 

transfer system developed by the Central Bank of Russia.  

 The Russians are reported to be collaborating with the Chinese on a possible venture 

which will be a potential challenger to SWIFT. 

 

5. Minimum Assured Return Scheme (MARS) 

 The supervisor and regulator for pensions in India, Pension Fund Regulatory and 

Development Authority (PFRDA), which operates the National Pension System (NPS), is 

preparing to launch a guaranteed return scheme, Minimum Assured Return Scheme 

(MARS), which will provide savers and people from the salaried class an option for their 

investments. 

What is the PFRDA’s plan?  

 The regulator has appointed EY Actuarial Services LLP as a consultant to help design the 

proposed MARS under the NPS. This will be the first scheme from the pension regulator 

that will offer a guaranteed return to investors. 
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 However, only the floor is set in the proposed scheme, and the consultant is expected to 

work out the framework of MARS in the next couple of months. The PFRDA wants to 

launch the scheme before the end of the current calendar year. 

What kind of returns will the scheme offer? 

 The actual returns will depend on the market conditions. Any shortfall will be made good 

by the sponsor, and the surplus will be credited to the subscribers’ account. 

 Two options are likely to be on offer. Under the fixed guarantee option, the guaranteed 

return is fixed along the accumulation phase. Under the floating guarantee option, the 

guaranteed rate of return is not fixed along the savings phase. 

 

6. ‘Sagar Parikrama’ 

 Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Shri Parshottam Rupala will 

inaugurate the ‘Sagar Parikrama’ on 5th March 2022.  

 The Parikrama, starting from Mandvi at Shyamji Krishna Varma Memorial, Gujarat, as a 

part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava’, is an endeavour to know the problems of Coastal 

Fisher folk.  

 It will be organised in other districts of Gujarat and other State/UTs in subsequent 

phases. 

 The Parikrama shall be accompanied by the State Fisheries officials, Fishermen 

representatives, Fish-Farmers entrepreneurs, stakeholders, professionals, officials and 

Scientists from across the nation. 

 The journey of ‘Sagar Parikrama’ shall focus on sustainable balance between the 

utilization of marine fisheries resources for food security of the nation and livelihoods of 

coastal fisher communities and protection of marine ecosystems. 

 It’s pertinent to note that oceans are the world’s single largest ecosystem, covering nearly 

three-fourths of the earth’s surface, thereby providing a massive arena for emerging 

complex and interconnected development issues such as climate change, commerce, 

and security.  
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1. Madhabi Puri Buch Becomes 1st Women To Be Appointed as 

SEBI Chairman; Succeeds Ajay Tyagi 

 

 The government named former banker Madhabi Puri Buch as chairperson of the 

Securities and Exchange Board of India, breaking a glass ceiling in the male-

dominated field of financial regulation. 

 Buch will become the 10th chief of the market regulator, the first woman and the first 

private sector executive to head the institution.  

 None of the other regulatory bodies, such as the Reserve Bank of India or the 

insurance regulator, has had a woman head.  

 Buch, who will take charge, will helm Sebi for three years, the Department of 

Personnel and Training said in a notification. 

 

2. Article 80 of the Constitution 

 The Chandigarh Municipal Corporation on Monday approved a proposal to amend 

Article 80 of the Constitution so that its councillors could send a representative to the 

Rajya Sabha.  

What is a Private Member Bill — The Constitution (Amendment Bill, 2021) and 

Amendment of Article 80, linked to Chandigarh? 

 The Private Member Bill is a bill introduced by a Member of Parliament (MP), who is 

not a minister. MPs sitting in the Opposition mostly bring Private Member Bills in the 

house.  

 Article 80 of the Constitution of India deals with the composition of the council of 

states also called the Upper House and Rajya Sabha (Upper House).  

Polity and Governance  
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 In the case of Chandigarh, the Private Member Bill was introduced by Congress MP 

from Anandpur Sahib, Punjab, Manish Tewari, who is a resident of Chandigarh.  

 Tewari has sought the adding of a provision “provided that the ‘representative of the 

Union Territory of Chandigarh in the council of states shall be elected by an electoral 

college consisting of elected members of Municipal Corporation of Chandigarh 

constituted under the Punjab Municipal Corporation (Extension to Chandigarh) Act, 

1994” in Article 80 of the Constitution in clause (5).  

 MP Tewari has also sought amendment of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution 

with ‘Entry 32, Chandigarh..” 

 

3. Kavach System 

 Union Minister of Railways inspected the trial of ‘Kavach’ working system between 

Gullaguda-Chitgidda Railway stations on Lingampally-Vikarabad section in 

Secunderabad Division of South Central Railway.  

KAVACH 

 The KAVACH is an indigenously developed ATP system by Research Design and 

Standards Organisation (RDSO) in collaboration with Indian industry.  

 It is a state of the art electronic system of Safety Integrity Level - 4 standards. 

 KAVACH is meant to provide protection by preventing trains from passing the signal 

at Danger (Red) and avoiding collision.  

 It activates the train braking system automatically if the driver fails to control the train 

as per the speed restrictions. In addition, it prevents collisions between two 

Locomotives equipped with a functional KAVACH system. 

 ‘Kavach’ is one of the cheapest, Safety Integrity Level 4 (SIL-4) certified technologies 

with the probability of error is 1 in 10,000 years. Also, it opens avenues of export of 

this indigenous technology for Railways. 
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1. International Monsoons Project Office launched 

 Union Minister of Earth Sciences, Dr Jitendra Singh launched the International 

Monsoons Project Office (IMPO) through a high-level virtual event today on the 

occasion of National Science Day 2022. 

 The International Monsoons Project Office (IMPO) will be hosted at the Indian Institute 

of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune, an institution under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, 

Govt of India, initially for five years.  

 Setting up the IMPO reiterates the importance of monsoons for the national economy. It 

would encompass activities and connections related to international monsoon research 

that would be identified and fostered under the leadership of the World Climate 

Research Programme and the World Weather Research Programme.  

 Both the World Climate Research Programme and World Weather Research 

Programme are international programmes coordinated by the United Nations World 

Meteorological Organisation (WMO). 

 As part of its core responsibilities, the IMPO would support activities of the Monsoons 

Panel, jointly established by the World Climate Research Programme's CLIVAR 

(Climate and Ocean Variability, Predictability, and Change) and GEWEX (Global Energy 

and Water Exchanges) projects.  

 The launch of IMPO is aligned with this year's theme of the National Science Day - 

'Integrated Approach in Science and Technology for a Sustainable Future'.  
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1. UNSC resolution on Russian invasion of Ukraine 

 Russia used its veto powers to block a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) resolution 

condemning its invasion of Ukraine and demanding an immediate withdrawal of its troops.  

 While 11 countries voted in favour of the US-sponsored resolution, India was among the 

three countries that abstained from voting. 

 Who voted in favour of the UNSC resolution, and who abstained? 

 Eleven out of the 15 permanent and non-permanent members — including the US, UK and 

France — voted in favour of the resolution, while India, China and the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) chose to abstain. 

 The countries that voted to adopt the motion included the US, France, UK, Albania, Brazil, 

Gabon, Ghana, Ireland, Kenya, Mexico, and Norway. 

 The United Nations Security Council veto power is the power of the five permanent 

members of the UN Security Council (China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 

United States) to veto any "substantive" resolution.  

 

2. Russia is objecting to Finland and Sweden’s NATO membership 

Russia’s foreign 

ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova announced that if Sweden and Finland were to 

become members of NATO, the move “would have serious military and political 

consequences”. 

 

International Relations 
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Why is Russia objecting to Finland & Sweden’s NATO membership? 

 Along with Austria, Ireland, Cyprus and Malta, Finland and Sweden are two EU states that 

are not members of NATO yet. Since the end of the Second World War, both countries 

remained militarily neutral. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is 

an intergovernmental military alliance among 28 European countries and 2 North American 

countries.  

 Established in the aftermath of World War II, the organization implements the North Atlantic 

Treaty, signed 4 April 1949. 

 NATO constitutes a system of collective security, whereby its independent member states 

agree to mutual defense in response to an attack by any external party.  

 The NATO headquarters is located in Brussels, Belgium. 

 

3. International Court of Justice 

 Ukraine has filed an application before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), instituting 

proceedings against the Russian Federation concerning “a dispute…relating to the 

interpretation, application and fulfilment of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide” (the “Genocide Convention”). 

 Ukraine has accused Russia of falsely claiming that “acts of genocide have occurred in the 

Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts of Ukraine”, and of using that as a pretext to recognise the 

independence of these regions and of going to war against Ukraine. 

International court 

 The ICJ is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations (UN).  

 It was established in June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nations and began work in April 

1946. 

 The court is the successor to the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ), which was 

brought into being through, and by, the League of Nations, and which held its inaugural 

sitting at the Peace Palace in The Hague, Netherlands, in February 1922. 

 After World War II, the League of Nations and PCIJ were replaced by the United Nations and 

ICJ respectively. The PCIJ was formally dissolved in April 1946, and its last president, Judge 

José Gustavo Guerrero of El Salvador, became the first president of the ICJ. 

 The first case, which was brought by the UK against Albania and concerned incidents in the 

Corfu channel — the narrow strait of the Ionian Sea between the Greek island of Corfu and 

Albania on the European mainland — was submitted in May 1947. 
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Seat and role  

 Like the PCIJ, the ICJ is based at the Peace Palace in The Hague. It is the only one of 

the six principal organs of the UN that is not located in New York City. (The other five 

organs are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and Social 

Council, the Trusteeship Council, and the Secretariat. 

Judges of the court 

 The ICJ has 15 judges who are elected to nine-year terms by the UN General Assembly 

and Security Council, which vote simultaneously but separately.  

 Four Indians have been members of the ICJ so far. Justice Dalveer Bhandari, former 

judge of the Supreme Court, has been serving at the ICJ since 2012. Former Chief 

Justice of India R S Pathak served from 1989-91, and former Chief Election 

Commissioner of India Nagendra Singh from 1973-88. Singh was also president of the 

court from 1985-88, and vice-president from 1976-79. Before him, Sir Benegal Rau, who 

was an advisor to the Constituent Assembly, was a member of the ICJ from 1952-53. 

 

4. Operation Ganga 

 As Russian invasion into Ukraine has left its major cities, including its capital Kyiv, under 

siege, India is making efforts to evacuate its citizens stuck in the war-torn country. 

 ‘Operation Ganga’ is the initiative launched by the government of India to bring back 

Indians stranded in Ukraine.  

 Under this, India has already successfully brought back more than a 1,000 of its nationals 

from the country. It has also set up 24×7 control centres to assist in the evacuation of 

Indians through the border crossing points with Hungary, Poland, Romania and Slovak 

Republic.  

 A Twitter handle, ‘OpGanga Helpline’, has also been dedicated to the mission, where all 

information regarding evacuation process and advisories of embassies are shared to 

keep everyone up-to-date. 

 Thousands of Indians, especially students studying medicine in Ukraine, have been stuck 

in the country since it closed its airspace as a security measure after Russia launched 

“special military operations”. 
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5. Montreux Convention               

 

 Turkey is set to implement an international convention on naval passage through two of 

its strategic straits, which would allow them to limit the movement of Russian warships 

between the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea. 

 Turkey said that the situation in Ukraine had become a war, a declaration that authorized 

Ankara to activate the Montreux Convention and ban Russian war vessels from entering 

the Black Sea through the Bosporus and Dardanelles straits. 

But what does the Montreux Convention entail and how could its implementation 

affect the war between Russia and Ukraine? 

 The only passage to the Black Sea 

 The Bosporus and Dardanelles straits, also known as the Turkish Straits or the Black Sea 

Straits, connect the Aegean Sea and the Black Sea via the Sea of Marmara. It is the only 

passage through which the Black Sea ports can access the Mediterranean and beyond. 

 Over three million barrels of oil, about three per cent of the daily global supply, mostly 

produced in Russia, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan, pass through this waterway every day. 

The route also ships large amounts of iron, steel, and agricultural products from the Black 

Sea coast to Europe and the rest of the world. 

 

 

Montreux Convention 

 According to the 1936 Montreux Convention Regarding the Regime of the Straits, often 

referred to simply as the Montreux Convention, Turkey has control over both the 

Bosporus and Dardanelles straits. 
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 In the event of a war, the pact gives Ankara the right to regulate the transit of naval 

warships and to block the straits to warships belonging to the countries involved in the 

conflict. 

 Russia’s location on the Black Sea complicates the situation. Article 19 of the treaty 

contains an exception for the countries on the Black Sea that can effectively undermine 

Turkey’s power in blocking the Russian warships entering or exiting the Black Sea. 

 

6. Ukrainians say they are fighting on in biggest city yet claimed by 

Russia 

 

 Ukrainians said they were fighting in the southern port of Kherson, the first sizable city 

Russia claimed to have seized, while Russian air strikes and bombardment caused 

devastation in cities that Moscow's bogged down forces have failed to capture. 

 Moscow said it had captured Kherson, a southern provincial capital of around a quarter of 

a million people strategically placed at the mouth of the Dnieper River where it flows into 

the Black Sea. 

 Also in the south, Russia is putting intense pressure on the port of Mariupol, which it says 

it has surrounded in a ring around the entire coast of the Sea of Azov.  

 But on the other two main fronts in the east and north, Russia so far has little to show for 

its advance, with Ukraine's two biggest cities, Kyiv and Kharkiv, holding out in the face of 

increasingly intense bombardment. 
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7. Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank puts Russia, 

Belarus projects 'on hold' 

 The Beijing-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) said it was putting on hold 

and reviewing all projects in Russia and Belarus.  

 The move comes amid sweeping sanctions and other financial measures aimed at Russia 

from a number of countries over its invasion of Ukraine.  

 China is the AIIB’s largest shareholder with a 26.5% voting share. India is the second-

largest, with 7.5%, followed by Russia, which has a 5.97% voting share.  

 The AIIB said in a statement it “is a multilateral organisation created by an international 

treaty, and adherence to international law lies at the very core of our institution. 

 The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank that 

aims to improve economic and social outcomes in Asia. 

 The bank currently has 105 members, including 16 prospective members from around the 

world. 

 Headquarters - Beijing, China 
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1. VS Gaitonde - India’s highest-selling modern artist 

 

 On February 24, an untitled painting from 1969 by VS Gaitonde went under the hammer 

for Rs 42 crore at an auction by Pundole’s in Mumbai. This is the highest price that an 

Indian modern or contemporary artwork has been sold internationally at an auction. 

Gaitonde has consistently broken records in recent years, selling for the highest prices in 

auctions annually. 

Vasudeo S. Gaitonde 

 

 Vasudeo S. Gaitonde (V. S. Gaitonde) (1924–2001) was regarded as one of India's 

foremost abstract painters. 

 V. S. Gaitonde was the first Indian contemporary painter whose work was sold for ₹9 

million (US$120,000) at a 2005 Osian's art auction in Mumbai. 

 In 1957, he was awarded the first prize at the Young Asian Artists Exhibition, Tokyo and 

the Rockefeller Fellowship followed in 1964. 

 In 1971, he was awarded the Padma Shri by the Government of India. 
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2. Herath Festival Celebrated in Kashmir - 28th February 2022 

 

 Maha Shivratri or the 'Great Night of Shiva' is the annual observance that is Herath 2022 

celebrated with great pomp and gusto by Hindus.  

 The festival is referred to as Herath which means 'Hararatri' the 'night of Hara' in Jammu 

and Kashmir which is celebrated for three days.  

 Herath is the most prominent festival of Kashmiri pandits which is celebrated on trayodashi 

or the thirteenth of the dark half of the month of Phalguna i.e between February and March 

and not on Chaturdashi or fourteenth as in the rest of the country. 

 People believe that on the day of Herath, Lord Shiva married Goddess Parvati. 

 The Herath Shivratri rituals consist of Vatuk puja, Shivratri feast, and Herath kharch. Vatuk 

puja is derived from the term 'Vatuk Dev', or Lord Shiva's celibate form.  

 

3. Viva Carnaval! 4-day carnival kicks off in Goa 

 

 Goa celebrates its annual ‘Carnaval’ or carnival from February 26 to March 1.  

 The colourful festival, a vestige of the state’s erstwhile Portuguese rulers, is a celebration 

before the month of Lent followed by Catholics in Goa.  

 With float parades, music, dance and culinary delights, over the decades, the exuberant 

celebration has been an eagerly awaited annual event showcasing Goa’s vibrant culture. 
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What is Goa’s ‘Carnaval’ celebration about?  

 Carnival in Goa, also called "Carnaval", "Intruz", "Entrado", or (colloquially) "Viva 

Carnival" refers to the festival of carnival, or Mardi Gras, in the Indian state of Goa. 

 The four-day celebration marks the days before the month of Lent, observed by Catholics 

as a season of abstinence and prayer.  

 Traditionally, the Lent season is about six weeks ahead of Easter, during which Christians 

abstain from alcohol, meat and observe fasts. 

 Carnival marked the end of winter and the beginning of spring. “Winter spirits were 

believed to rule the earth and had to be driven out to allow the spirits of summer to come 

in. It was a rite of passage, a transition from dark to light. Who is King Momo? 

 King Momo, or the king of Chaos, is a character derived from the Greek god Momus, the 

god of satire.  

 Like in the many Latino Carnivals, the Goa Carnival also crowns a King Momo, usually “a 

large gentleman” who leads the carnival parade.  
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1. Umbrella Scheme Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and 

Repatriates 

 Centre has approved the proposal for continuation of the seven existing sub schemes 

under the Umbrella Scheme Relief and Rehabilitation of Migrants and Repatriates.  

 The approval has been given for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26 with a total outlay of 

1,452 crore rupees.  

 The umbrella scheme enables migrants and repatriates, who have suffered on account 

of displacement, to earn a reasonable income and  facilitate their inclusion in 

mainstream economic activities.  

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah said the move will ensure that assistance continues to 

reach beneficiaries.The Central government  at different points of time had started 

different such schemes. 

 They include  

o The Relief and Rehabilitation of displaced families of Pakistan Occupied Areas of 

Jammu and Kashmir and Chhamb,  

o The relief assistance to Sri Lankan Tamil refugees,  

o The relief assistance to Brus lodged in relief camps in Tripura and  

o The  enhanced relief to 1984 Anti-Sikh Riot Victims.  

 The government is also providing grants-in-aid to  West Bengal government for 

infrastructure development in 51 erstwhile Bangladeshi enclaves in India, situated in 

Cooch Behar District and for resettlement of 922 returnees from erstwhile Indian 

enclaves in Bangladesh. 
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1. Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission  

 The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the national 

roll-out of the Central sector scheme, Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) of the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, with a budget of ₹1,600 crore for five years.  

Details  

 The National Health Authority (NHA) will be the implementing agency of the Ayushman 

Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM).  

 Under the ABDM, citizens will be able to create their ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health 

Account) numbers, to which their digital health records can be linked.  

 This will enable creation of longitudinal health records for individuals across various 

healthcare providers, and improve clinical decision making by healthcare providers.  

 The mission is expected to improve equitable access to quality healthcare by 

encouraging use of technologies such as telemedicine and enabling national portability of 

health services.  

 The pilot of the ABDM was completed in the six Union Territories of Ladakh, Chandigarh, 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 

Lakshadweep with successful demonstration of technology platform developed by the 

NHA.  

 As on February 24, 17,33,69,087 Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts have been created 

and 10,114 doctors and 17,319 health facilities have been registered in the ABDM.  

 

2. Arogya Vanam 

 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated on March 1, 2022 a newly 

developed Arogya Vanam at the President’s Estate in the presence of the Prime 

Minister, Shri Narendra Modi. 

 Spread in 6.6 acres, the Arogya Vanam has been developed in the shape of a human 

sitting in the Yoga Mudra. It consists of around 215 herbs and plants used for 

therapeutic purposes in Ayurveda. 

 Some of the other features of this Vanam are water fountains, Yoga platform, water 

channel, lotus pond and a viewpoint. 

 The concept of Arogya Vanam has been conceived with the aim of publicising the 

importance of Ayurvedic plants and their effects on the human body. 

Health 
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 The Arogya Vanam has been developed in a 6.6 acre area and it has 215 types of 

medicinal plants like Neem, Tulsi, Bel, Arand, Arjun, Ashwagandha and Harsingar. 

Aroma Garden, Lotus Pond, Water Channels, Yog Manch  and a ViewPoint are also 

part of Arogya Vanam. 

 

3. Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) 

 Minister of State for Chemicals & Fertilizers and New & Renewable Energy, Govt. of 

India Shri Bhagwanth Khuba flagged off Jan Aushadhi Rath, Jan Aushadhi Mobile Vans 

and Jan Aushadhi E-rickshaws from in New Delhi as a part of the weeklong celebration 

across the country. 

 The Jan Aushadhi Rath will travel 7 days covering 4-5 States and Vans and E-rickshaws 

will travel across Delhi up to 7th March to raise awareness at the grassroot level about 

the benefits of the Pariyojana and Jan Aushadhi generic medicines which are available 

at affordable prices for all. 

 On the 2nd Day of Jan Aushadhi Diwas celebrations, Matri Shakti Samman 

programmes were organised at 75 locations across the country to honor women of the 

country.  

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched by 

the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, to provide quality medicines 

at affordable prices to the masses through special kendras known as Pradhan Mantri 

Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra.  

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra (PMBJPK) has been set up 

to provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in 

quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs.  

 

4. Canada clears world's 1st plant-based Covid vaccine 

 Canada approved the use of Covifenz, the world’s first plant-derived Covid-19 vaccine 

jointly developed by Medicago Inc. and GlaxoSmithKline Plc.  

 The vaccine has been cleared for people aged 18 to 64 since its safety and effectiveness, 

according to Health Canada, have not been established in people younger than 18 or 

older than 64 years of age. 

 The approval of the plant-derived Covid-19 vaccine could help overcome vaccine 

hesitancy among many as countries are struggling to raise vaccination rates after a 

certain threshold. 
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How is Covifenz different from other Covid vaccines?  

 Covifenz is made from plant-based proteins that look like coronavirus and uses Glaxo’s 

adjuvant that contains DL-alpha-tocopherol, squalene, polysorbate 80, phosphate-

buffered saline.  

 The other ingredients include potassium phosphate monobasic anhydrous, anhydrous 

sodium chloride, sodium phosphate dibasic anhydrous, and water for injection. 

 Medicago uses living plants as bioreactors to produce a particle that mimics the target 

virus. 
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1. Cheetah Reintroduction Action Plan  

 

 It could be many months before cheetahs from Namibia make it to India. An expert 

team of wildlife officials from Madhya Pradesh, the Indian Forestry department and 

Wildlife Institute of India that visited Namibia for a site visit last week is reportedly 

“satisfied”, but a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) regarding the transfer 

is yet to be signed. 

 Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav launched an “action plan” at the 19th 

meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) on January 7 saying, 

“The cheetah that became extinct in independent India, is all set to return.” 

 The action plan states that a cohort of around 10-12 young cheetahs that are ideal 

for reintroduction would be imported from Namibia or South Africa as a founder stock 

during the first year.  

 The animals’ lineage and genetic history will be examined to ensure that they are not 

from an excessively inbred stock and are in the ideal age group, so that they make 

up a suitable founding population.  

 Around 35 cheetahs would be needed over time to establish such a stock. 

 The proposed site for introduction is the Kuno Palpur National Park (KNP) in Madhya 

Pradesh, though at least three other reserves in Central India are being considered. 

 According to the plan, the Central government, along with the Environment Ministry 

and the Cheetah Task Force, will create a formal framework to collaborate with 

governments of Namibia and/or South Africa, through the Ministry of External Affairs. 

 

  

Environment 
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2. IPCC report warns of unavoidable multiple climate hazards 

 The world faces unavoidable multiple climate hazards over the next two decades with 

global warming of 1.5°C and even temporarily exceeding this warming level would mean 

additional, severe impacts, some of which will be irreversible, according to a report by the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  

 Human-induced climate change, including more frequent and intense extreme events, 

has caused widespread adverse impacts and related losses and damages to nature and 

people, beyond natural climate variability. Some development and adaptation efforts have 

reduced vulnerability.  

 Lucknow and Patna, according to one of several studies cited in Monday’s IPCC report, 

are among the cities predicted to reach wet-bulb temperatures (a metric of humidity) of 

35°C if emissions continued to rise. 

 While Bhubaneswar, Chennai, Mumbai, Indore, and Ahmedabad are all identified as at 

risk of reaching wet-bulb temperatures of 32-34°C with continued emissions. 

 Overall, Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, 

Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab will be the most severely affected, but 

if emissions continue to increase, all Indian States will have regions that experience wet-

bulb 30°C or more by the end of the century. 

 Global sea levels will likely rise 44-76 cm this century if governments meet their current 

emission-cutting pledges. With faster emission cuts, the increase could be limited to 28-

55 cm.  

 But with higher emissions, and if ice sheets collapse more quickly than expected, sea 

levels could rise as much as 2 m this century and 5 m by 2150. 

Background   

 India will achieve net zero emissions latest by 2070, that is, there will be no net carbon 

emissions, Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared at the COP26 summit in Glasgow last 

year. By 2030 India would also ensure 50% of its energy will be from renewable energy 

sources.  

 India will reduce its carbon emissions until 2030 by a billion tonnes and cut its emissions 

intensity per unit of GDP by less than 45%. India would also install 500 Gigawatt of 

renewable energy by 2030, a 50 gigawatt increase from its existing targets, he added. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

3. BEE observes its 20th foundation day 

 The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), commemorated its 20th Foundation Day by 

organising the National Innovation Conclave on Low Carbon Technologies.  

 This conclave provided a platform to present the innovations showing benefits of energy 

savings and greenhouse gas emission reduction potential when deployed at a large scale 

in industrial and commercial sectors.  

 Facility for Low Carbon Technology Deployment (FLCTD) is a project financed by the 

Global Environment Facility (GEF), implemented by the United Nations Industrial 

Development Organisation (UNIDO) in collaboration with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency 

(BEE). 

Facility for Low Carbon Technology Deployment (FLCTD): 

 The Facility for Low Carbon Technology Deployment (FLCTD) Project was launched in 

2016 with an objective to identify innovative energy efficiency and low carbon technology 

solutions that address the existing technology gaps in Indian industrial and commercial 

sectors.  

 The FLCTD project is financed by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and 

implemented by the United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO) in 

collaboration with the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). 

 FLCTD has identified six priority technology verticals for ‘Innovation Challenge’. The 

project conducts annual innovation challenges and invites participation from industry, 

innovators, and technical institutes in the following areas: Waste Heat Recovery, Space 

Conditioning, Pumps, Pumping Systems and Motors, Industrial IoT, Industrial Resource 

Efficiency and Electrical Energy Storage.  

 FLCTD project have already developed 18 new techniques and of which 12 have been 

commercialised. 

 

4. ‘Roorkee Water Conclave 2022’ 

 Union Minister for Jal Shakti Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat inaugurated the 2nd edition 

of the ‘Roorkee Water Conclave’ today at IIT, Roorkee and addressed the conference.  

 The Conclave is being jointly organised from 2nd March to 4th March 2022 by Indian 

Institute of Technology, Roorkee and National Institute of Hydrology.  

 Focusing on the theme, 'Water Security for Sustainable Development', this year’s 

Conclave would focus upon understanding water security and its multiple facets 

underpinning sustainable water resource management as a key component of social 

development.  
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 'Roorkee Water Conclave 2022' will help find solutions to the issues of water scarcity, 

sanitation and sustainable use of water.  

  

5. World agrees to tackle plastic crisis at U.N. conference 

 World leaders at a United Nations conference in Kenya have agreed to work together in 

the biggest-ever push to stem the flood of plastic pollution.  

 The U.N Environment Assembly has voted to adopt a resolution that paves the way for a 

legally binding agreement on plastic pollution by 2024.  

 The vote was unanimous, with almost 200 nations agreeing to create an 

intergovernmental committee to negotiate the terms of the treaty. 

 Head of the U.N. Environment Programme, Inger Andersen, said on March 2 that the 

plastics treaty would mark a "historic moment", adding that it would be the most 

significant environmental pact since the 2015 Paris Agreement.  

 The details of the final treaty are yet to be negotiated, but could include a ban on 

producing new plastic, and will take into account all aspects of plastic pollution — 

including particles in the ocean, soil and food chain. 

How big a problem is plastic pollution?  

 Plastic is one of the most useful materials on the planet. It's used in everything from 

packaging the food we eat to making up the fibers in the clothes we wear. Its applications 

stretch to building materials and medical masks.  

 But plastic is also responsible for destroying ecosystems and polluting waterways. In 

1950 the world produced nearly 2 million tons of plastic. Annual production today is more 

than 200 times greater. 

  A landmark study in 2017 found that only 9 percent of the plastic that has been produced 

throughout history has been recycled and about 12 per cent has been burned. 

 Two traits that make plastic so valuable are also what make it so dangerous: Plastic is 

cheap and hard to break down.  

 BBecause the material doesn't decompose naturally, plastic that gets into ecosystems 

stays there for hundreds of years. It can choke fish, entangle birds and leak toxins.. 
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6. New gin berry species discovered in southern Western Ghats 

 

 A new species of gin berry has been discovered from the Kanyakumari Wildlife 

Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu.  

 Gin berry is an obscure member of the citrus family bearing small, juicy fruit. The newly 

discovered plant species, named Glycosmis albicarpa, has a distinct large white fruit 

and is endemic to the southern Western Ghats.  

 A team of scientists from the Botanical Survey of India (BSI) discovered the species. 

The findings have been published in the Nordic Journal of Botany. 

About Gin Plant 

 Belonging to the Orange family, Rutaceae, Glycosmis albicarpa, is an evergreen small 

tree.  

 It was found as undergrowth in Tirunelveli semi-evergreen forests at the Panagudi forest 

section of the wildlife sanctuary as a single population covering an area of 

approximately 2 square km.  

 Glycosmis berry species have a unique ‘gin-like aroma’. Furthermore, the plant is also a 

larval host for butterflies like other species of Glycosmis.  

 Several plants of these taxonomic groups are being utilized for their medicinal values 

and food purposes. However, the species faces the danger of habitat loss.  

The Western Ghats 

 Older than the Himalayas, the Western Ghats is an internationally recognized region of 

immense global importance for the conservation of biological diversity.  

 It contains areas of high geological, cultural, and aesthetic values.  

 It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is one of the eight biodiversity hotspots in the 

world.  
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 A biodiversity hotspot is a biogeographic region with significant levels of biodiversity that 

is threatened by human habitation. 

 A chain of mountains running parallel to India’s western coast, approximately 30-50 km 

inland, the Ghats traverse the States of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Goa, 

Maharashtra, and Gujarat. 

 The Western Ghats is home to more than 30% of all plant, fish, herpeto-fauna, bird, and 

mammal species found in India. Several endemic species such as the Nilgiri tahr, lion-

tailed macaque can be found here. 
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1. Russian space agency’s threat on International Space Station amid 

Ukraine crisis 

 

 A widely circulated comment by the chief of Russian space agency Dimitry Rogozin has 

ignited fears that the tension following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine could have 

consequences for the International Space Station (ISS), a permanent laboratory in 

space where the United States, Russia and some other countries work as partners. 

 He said the ISS, a 420-tonne spacecraft, the largest man-made structure in space, 

could drop over US or Europe, or over immigrant drama India and China. Its orbital flight 

path usually does not take it over most of the Russian territory. 

 The International Space Station is the only operational space laboratory as of now, 

orbiting the earth in a trajectory that is about 400 km above the land surface.  

 It is operated by more than 15 partner countries. Apart from Russia and the United 

States, Canada, Japan and several members of the European Space Agency are 

partners in the ISS. 

 The football-field-sized ISS travels at a speed of about 28,000 km per hour. It completes 

one journey around the earth in about one and a half hours. In one day, therefore, it 

makes about 16 trips around the world. 

 The ISS has been manned continuously since the start of operations in 1998. At any 

given time, there is a crew of six astronauts on board.  

 Right now, seven astronauts, four from the United States, two from Russia (it prefers to 

call them cosmonauts) and one from Germany, are at ISS.  

Science and Technology 
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 The ISS is not the first space station to be built and operated. Several smaller space 

stations have been used earlier, the most famous of which have been the Russian Mir 

space station that operated in the 1980s, and the American Skylab. 

 The ISS has been in operation since 1998 and is expected to continue at least till 2028. 

Russia, however, has indicated that it might pull out of the collaboration earlier, possibly 

by 2024.  

 

2. Daylight Harvesting Technology 

 The Ministry of Science & Technology has decided to promote a unique Start-up 

in the latest Daylight Harvesting Technology in order to reduce carbon footprint 

and improve the building's energy efficiency. 

 The only Start-up company in India for Daylight Harvesting Technologies 

“Skyshade Daylights Private Limited” Hyderabad signed an MoU with 

Technology Development Board, a statutory body of Department of Science & 

Technology. 

 Dr Jitendra Singh said that TDB will give Rs 5 Crore of the 10 Crore project to 

Skyshade company for developing new technologies for basement illumination 

on a 24×7 basis.  

 He said, the company is engaged in roots starting with design & build operations 

of large skylight domes for building atriums and solar thermal technologies.  

 Daylighting is basically bringing natural sunlight inside the rooms. The solar 

energy spectrum has 45% energy as visible light and this can be used to harvest 

building illumination for about 9-11 hours a day. 

 The proposed technologies, harvest huge quantities of sunlight for a building and 

make available for building illumination which reduces electrical lighting energy 

consumption by 70-80%, besides reducing air-conditioning (cooling load) 

consumption. 
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1. Delhi govt is setting up an Armed Forces Preparatory School 

 The Armed Forces Preparatory School, which is part of the projects announced by the 

Delhi government in its 2021 ‘Desh Bhakti Budget’, is taking admissions for the first 

batch.  

 The new Armed Forces Preparatory School by the Delhi government, with its campus in 

Southwest Delhi’s Jharoda Kalan, will be its first experiment with a fully residential school. 

 The announcement for an armed forces preparatory school had been made by Deputy 

Chief Minister Manish Sisodia in his 2021 budget speech, under the government’s ‘Desh 

Bhakti Budget’. Applications for admission to the first batch are currently ongoing. 

 The school is being considered as one of the government’s new Schools of Specialised 

Excellence.  

 According to a government official, the school’s curriculum will have two parts — a basic 

foundational study component and another on the specialisation, which would entail 

preparation for National Defence Academy (NDA) and Services Selection Board (SSB) 

tests and physical readiness. 
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1. Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) 

 

 India and France are close to concluding a deal, likely in the next couple of months, for 

the joint development of a 125KN engine for the indigenous fifth generation Advanced 

Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) under development.  

 The collaboration is between the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO) and French engine maker Safran. 

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar discussed this issue with French Defence 

Minister Florence Parly during his visit to Paris. 

 In 2021, the government had informed Parliament that it is proposed to develop 

indigenous engines for powering aircraft such as the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 

variants and AMCA in association with an international engine house. 

Stealth aircraft  

 The Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) is currently working on the LCA-Mk2 

along with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), as well as the AMCA and the Twin 

Engine Deck Based Fighter (TEDBF), for the Navy. 

 The initial design of the AMCA started way back in 2009 and is envisaged as a twin 

engine stealth aircraft with internal weapons bay and Diverterless Supersonic Intake, 

which has been developed for the first time and for which the design is complete.  

 It will be a 25 tonne aircraft with internal carriage of 1,500 kg of payload and 5,500 kg 

external payload with 6,500 kg of internal fuel. 

 The AMCA will have stealth and non-stealth configurations, and would be developed in 

two phases — an AMCA MK1 with existing GE414 engine, and an AMCA Mk2 with an 

advanced, more powerful engine planned to be jointly developed, Dr. Deodhare added. 

 The Shakti engine, which powers the indigenous Advanced Light Helicopter and its later 

variants, is a joint development between Safran and HAL. 

Defence and Security 
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2. Exercise Dharma Guardian-2022 Culminates at Belgaum 

(Karnataka) 

 Ex DHARMA GUARDIAN-2022, an annual exercise between Indian Army and Japanese 

Ground Self Defence Force which commenced on 27 February 2022 at Foreign Training 

Node, Belgaum successfully. 

  culminated on 10 March 2022 after twelve days of intense joint military training, providing 

an unique opportunity of achieving synergy between Armed Forces of both the Nations 

which is focused towards strengthening the timeless bonds of India - Japan friendship.  

 The exercise also provided a platform for professional and cultural learning as well as 

social interactions which in-turn broaden their horizon towards knowledge and 

cooperation aiming towards co-existence as one in the Indo-Pacific Region. 

 The conduct of this exercise, which covered a vast spectrum from cross training & 

combat conditioning in field conditions, to sports and cultural exchanges has been a 

grand success.  

 

3. INS Visakhapatnam 

 

 Shri Jagan Mohan Reddy Hon'ble CM of Andhra Pradesh dedicated INS Visakhapatnam, 

the indigenously designed and constructed guided-missile stealth destroyer named after 

the City of Destiny – Visakhapatnam, in a formal ceremony held at Naval Dockyard on 27 

February 2022.  

 The ship is on her maiden visit to the port for participating in the PFR and MILAN 2022. 

 INS Visakhapatnam is the lead ship of the P15B class of guided missile stealth 

destroyers and was commissioned on 21 November 2021.  

 The ship symbolises India's matured shipbuilding capability and quest for the Make in 

India initiative towards achieving 'Atmanirbhar Bharat'.  

 The crew of the ship abides by her motto 'Yasho Labhasva' - a Sanskrit phrase that 

translates to 'Attain Glory'. 
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4. Rules for deputation of DIGs 

 After its proposal to amend the All India Service Rules that would allow it to call 

any IAS, IPS or IFoS officer on central deputation with or without the state’s 

consent, the Centre has issued another order on central deputation of Deputy 

Inspector General-level IPS officers that may not be palatable to the states. 

What is the order? 

 In an order issued on February 10, the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) has 

said that IPS officers coming to the Centre at DIG level would no longer be required to be 

empanelled at that level with the Union Government. 

 According to existing rules, a DIG-ranked IPS officer with a minimum experience of 14 

years could only be deputed to the Centre if the Police Establishment Board empanelled 

them as DIGs at the Centre. The board chooses the panel on the basis of officers’ career 

and vigilance records. Only Superintendent of Police-level officers do not require 

empanelment at the Centre. 

 The new order makes the entire pool of DIG-level officers in a state eligible for central 

deputation. 

Why has it been issued?  

 The move is aimed at increasing the pool of DIG-level IPS officers for central deputation 

in the backdrop of massive vacancies in central police organisations (CPOs) and the 

Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs). 

How will the move help? 

 The idea is to ease up the process of central deputation as verification of records takes a 

long time. Because the number of DIGs is high, the empanelment process had become 

cumbersome and it was taking as long as one year to just complete the process. 

 Also, it increases the size of the pool of officers available to the Centre. 
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5. Cluster Bombs and Thermobaric Weapons 

 

 Human rights groups Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, and Ukraine’s 

ambassador to the United States Oksana Markarova accused Russia of using cluster 

bombs and vacuum bombs in the ongoing war. 

What are cluster munitions? 

 According to the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions, a cluster munition means a 

“conventional munition that is designed to disperse or release explosive submunitions 

each weighing less than 20 kilograms, and includes those explosive submunitions”. 

 Essentially, cluster munitions are non-precision weapons that are designed to injure or 

kill human beings indiscriminately over a large area, and to destroy vehicles and 

infrastructure such as runways, railway or power transmission lines.  

 They can be dropped from an aircraft or launched in a projectile that spins in flight, 

scattering many bomblets as it travels. 

What is a thermobaric weapon? 

 Thermobaric weapons — also known as aerosol bombs, fuel air explosives, or vaccum 

bombs — use oxygen from the air for a large, high-temperature blast. A thermobaric 

weapon causes significantly greater devastation than a conventional bomb of 

comparable size. 

Is it legal to use these weapons? 

 Countries that have ratified the Convention on Cluster Munitions are prohibited from 

using cluster bombs.  

 Vacuum bombs are not prohibited by any international law or agreement, but their use 

against civilian populations in built-up areas, schools or hospitals, could, according to a 

report in the BBC, attract action under the Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907. 
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6. Modernisation Plan-IV for Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) 

 The Government has approved the scheme - Modernisation Plan-IV for Central Armed 

Police Forces (CAPFs) in continuation of the scheme “Modernisation Plan-III for CAPFs.  

 The Modernisation Plan-IV will run from 01.02.2022 to 31.03.2026. 

 Modernisation Plan-IV for CAPFs with a total financial outlay of Rs.1,523 crore is to be 

implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 It will equip the CAPFs with modern state-of-the-art weapons and equipment as per their 

operational requirement, keeping in view their deployment pattern in different theatres.  

Besides, upgraded IT solutions will also be provided to CAPFs. 

 Implementation of the scheme will equip CAPFs to improve the overall operational 

efficiency/preparedness which will positively impact the internal security scenario in the 

country.   

 This would bolster the Government’s ability to address the challenges being faced on the 

International Border/LoC/LAC as well as in the different theatres, such as areas affected by 

Left Wing Extremism, Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh and insurgency 

affected North Eastern States. 

 

7. Defexpo  

 Amid the deepening crisis in Ukraine, the 12th edition of Defexpo scheduled to be held in 

Gujarat next week has been postponed, the Defence Ministry announced.  

 Over 55 countries had confirmed participation, with the U.S. being the largest foreign 

exhibitor, followed by France and Russia. 

 Spread over 1 lakh sq m., this year’s defexpo was to be the largest since its inception in 

1996.  

 It was to be held in Gujarat for the first time, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi scheduled 

to attend the inaugural ceremony on March 11. 
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1. Mirabai Chanu secures Gold Medal in Singapore Weightlifting 

International 

 

 Mirabai Chanu is set to represent India at the Commonwealth Games 2022 after 

securing a gold medal in the 55 kilogram category by lifting a total of 191 kilograms 

in the Singapore Weightlifting International. 

 Chanu who was competing in the 55 kilogram category for the very first time, lifted 

191 kilograms to stand on top of the podium in an uncompetitive field. 

 The Indian weightlifter found her glory after she secured the first medal for India at 

the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. She grabbed silver in the women's 49 kilogram category. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
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1. National Science Day 2022 

 

 Every year, India celebrates National Science Day on February 28 every year to 

remember the discovery of the Raman Effect, a discovery that also earned him the 

Nobel Prize in 1930 in the field of Physics.  

 During his trip to Europe in 1921, Raman became intrigued after seeing the blue colour 

of the Mediterranean Sea, which led him to conduct various experiments with 

transparent surfaces, ice blocks, and light. 

 Raman then noted a change in wavelength after light passed through ice cubes. Soon 

after, he announced his discovery to the world, and a new phenomenon was born. 

Raman's work was published, and it became quite valuable in the world of science.  

 Later, it was due to the request by the National Council for Science and Technology 

Communication (NCSTC) that February 28 started being celebrated as National Science 

Day (NSD). 

National Science Day 2022: Theme  

 Every year, National Science Day is celebrated under various themes, and this year's 

National Science Day 2022 is "Integrated Approach in Science and Technology for a 

Sustainable Future."  

   

2. Rare Disease Day 2022 

 Rare Disease Day is observed on February 28, or February, which in itself is the rarest 

day in the calendar.  

 The day is observed globally and raises awareness about, as the name suggests, rare 

diseases. Let’s dive deep into what this day is and how it came to be. 

 Rare Disease Day was set up and globally coordinated by EURORDIS (European 

Organisation for rare diseases) and was first observed in 2008.  

Important Days 
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 EURORDIS is a non-governmental and patient-driven organisation that comprises a total 

of 998rare-disease patients from 74 countries. These 998 people work for the betterment 

of roughly 30 million people who suffer from rare diseases in Europe. 

 This year, the theme of Rare Disease Day is ‘Share Your Colours.’  

 

3. World Wildlife Day (WWD) 2022 - March 3 

 World Wildlife Day is celebrated on March 3 every year to celebrate and raise awareness 

of the world's wild fauna and flora. 

 On 20 December 2013, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed March 3, the 

day of signature of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) in 1973, as World Wildlife Day. 

 The World Wildlife Day (WWD) 2022 theme is "Safeguarding key species for ecosystem 

restoration". 

 The celebrations will seek to draw attention to the conservation status of some of the 

most critically endangered species of wild fauna and flora, and to drive discussions 

towards imagining and implementing solutions to conserve them. 

 

4. World Hearing Day 2022 - March 3 

 March 3 is observed as World Hearing Day to raise awareness on preventing deafness 

and hearing loss.  

 It is also observed to promote ear and hearing care across the world. 

 The WHO, on March 3 in 2007, observed World Hearing Day for the first time. In 2016, 

they decided to declare this day as World Hearing Day.  

 Across the world, 360 million people suffer from disabling hearing loss. Educating people 

and teaching them about their rights will help them. 

 This year, the WHO set “to hear for life, listen with care" as the theme for World Hearing 

Day.  

 They will focus on the importance and means of hearing loss prevention through safe 

listening as means of maintaining good hearing throughout the life.  

 In 2021, WHO launched a World report on hearing which highlighted the increasing 

number of people living at risk of hearing loss. 

  

5. World Obesity Day 2022 - March 4 

 World Obesity Day is observed globally on March 4 every year.  

 The day aims to promote practical solutions to end the global obesity crisis. 

 The day is organised by the World Obesity Federation, a non-profit body that is in official 

relations with the World Health Organisation. 

World Obesity Day 2022 theme  

 The theme of World Obesity Day 2022 is 'Everybody Needs to Act'. The campaign aims 

to improve the world’s understanding, prevention and treatment of obesity. 
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1. Swadesh Darshan Awards 

 In order to acknowledge the efforts undertaken by the State Governments, Union 

Territory Administrations and various implementation agencies, the Ministry of Tourism 

has constituted Swadesh Darshan Awards in different categories.  

 The awards will highlight best practices including achievement of planned objectives, 

innovative approach, adoption of sustainability principles in planning, design and 

operations, efficient project monitoring, ability to attract private investments in peripheral 

development and efforts undertaken to ensure optimal operations and maintenance etc. 

 To begin with, the Ministry of Tourism has decided to invite entries under the following 

categories:- 

o Best Tourist Interpretation Centre 

o Best Log Hut Facility 

o Best MICE Facility 

o Best Cafeteria 

o Best Craft Haat/ Souvenir Shop facility 

o Best Sound and Light Show 

o Best Waterfront Development (Beach/ River/ Lake etc.) 

 The Ministry of Tourism under its flagship scheme of ‘Swadesh Darshan’ has sanctioned 

76 projects in 31 States / Union Territories of India for more than Rs.5500 Crore.  

 As part of this scheme, tourism related infrastructure has been developed at more than 

500 tourist destinations 

 

2. IISER professor Deepak Dhar becomes first Indian to bag Boltzmann 

Medal 

 

 PHYSICIST PROFESSOR Deepak Dhar has become the first Indian to be awarded the 

Boltzmann Medal. He shares the medal with John J Hoefield of Princeton University. 

 The Commission on Statistical Physics of the International Union of Pure and Applied 

Physics (IUPAP) presents this medal once in three years for contributions in the field of 

statistical physics.  

 The medal presentation ceremony will be held during the StatPhys28 conference scheduled 

to be held in Tokyo in August 2022. 

Awards 
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1. Autobiography of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin, titled 

“Ungalil Oruvan” was released by Rahul Gandhi 

 

 Congress leader Rahul Gandhi launched the first volume of Tamil Nadu chief minister MK 

Stalin’s autobiography Ungalil Oruvan (One Among You) in Chennai on Sunday. 

 The first part of the autobiography contains his early life experiences. In it, he traces his 

school and college days, adolescence, early political contributions, marital life and the 

MISA struggle, recalling 23 years up to 1976. 

 Gandhi released the book in the presence of Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan and Leader of 

Opposition in Bihar Assembly, Tejashwi Yadav and National Conference leader Omar 

Abdullah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books and Authors 
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1. S F Rodrigues 

 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has expressed deep grief over the passing 

away of former Indian Army Chief General S F Rodrigues. He was 88. 

 General (retd) Sunith Francis Rodrigues, who headed the Indian Army between 1990 

and 1993, and served as the governor of Punjab between 2004 and 2010.  

 In addition to his more than 40 years of illustrious service in the army, he served two 

terms on the National Security Advisory Board and was governor of Punjab between 

2004 to 2010, it said. 

 Since his retirement, he has been engaged in social and literary pursuits and has also 

delivered numerous talks on strategic issues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 
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1. Karnataka CM inaugurates new HQ of Minorities Welfare 

Department 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai inaugurated the Moulana Abul Kalam Azad Bhavan, 

the new headquarters of the Minority Welfare Department.  

 The chief minister also inaugurated the 24/7 helpline operated by the department by 

attending a call from a member of the minority community. 

 The minority communities must evolve according to the changing times and the state 

government is committed to providing all cooperation required for the overall 

development of the minority communities in the state. 

 

2. Hijab row: Activists slam violation of dignity 

 Women and transgender persons took out a march in Bengaluru protesting against 

"growing harassment and violence" against Muslim women in Karnataka.  

 More than 100 activists marched from Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna Railway Station to 

Freedom Park urging the authorities to uphold the dignity, autonomy, plurality and peace 

guaranteed by the Constitution.  

 Students, teachers, academicians, writers, social workers, artists and others who 

participated in the walk expressed their solidarity with the Muslim women. 

 Women's fundamental right to dignity and education are being violated. In colleges 

across Karnataka, Muslim women have been denied entry if they have chosen to wear a 

hijab.  

 They also urged the authorities to conduct additional classes to compensate for the 

missed classes. "The media should immediately stop unethical coverage which is 

violative of the right to dignity, autonomy and privacy of minor girls and adult women," 

the activists added. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

State News 
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3. Student satellite to be named after late actor Puneeth Rajkumar 

 The students’ satellite, which will be designed by the government school kids in the state, 

has been named after late actor Puneeth Rajkumar. 

 The state government is selecting over 100 students from 20 government schools to 

design the students’ satellite to be launched by September 2022.  

 Higher Education and Science and Technology Minister Dr C N Ashwath Narayan 

announced this in Bengaluru during the inauguration of an event to mark National 

Science Day. 

 The Department of Science and Technology signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Indian Technological Congress Association (ITCA) for the implementation of the 

project. 

 This will be one among the 75 satellites to be launched in the country to celebrate 75 

years of independence. 

 The ground station of the project will be set up at the premises of the government Pre-

University college in Malleshwaram and the schools and students for this project have 

been selected based on their performance in various competitions. 

 The proposed satellite will weigh 1.5 kg and the project cost will be Rs 1.90 

crore.                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                   

4. Writer K Bhairavamurthy passes away at 77 

 

 Writer K Bhairavamurthy (77) died due to age-related illness at a private hospital in 

Mysore.  

 Bhairavamurthy served at the Maharaja’s Evening College in Mysore for 36 years and 

retired as a professor.  

 A resident of Vidyaranyapura in Mysore, he was born at Santhekasalagere village under 

Kothathi hobli in Mandya taluk on May 30, 1945 to K N Krishnamurthy and Gowramma.  
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 After his primary education in his native place, he did his BA from Maharaja’s College, 

MA in Kannada Studies Centre from Manasagangotri campus of University of Mysore 

(UoM) and joined the Maharaja’s Evening College in 1969. 

 During his college days, he was inspired by his teachers De Javaregowda, C P 

Krishnakumar and H Thipperudraswamy.  

 He has penned over 3,000 'vachanas' and over 400 newspaper columns on various 

issues, mainly literature. He wrote poetry, children’s literature, limericks, criticism, social 

issues, and other genres.  

 He has edited over 15 books, including felicitation volumes. 'Shivamaya’ and 'Akshaya' 

are two felicitation books on him. 'Bhairava Deepti', a collection of 300 limericks on 

Bhairava Murthy, is expected to be released shortly.  

 He was once the president of the Mandya District Kannada Literary Meet (Mandya Jilla 

Kannada Sahitya Sammelana). 

 

5. Karnataka's climate plan gathers dust on Centre's shelf 

 The Karnataka government’s proposal to combat climate change with a Rs 53,000-crore 

budget for 2020-2030 has been left on the shelf of the Union government for about a 

year.  

 Officials and activists warn that a lack of urgency in implementing the action plan will 

have a detrimental effect on nature.  

 In April 2021, ‘The Karnataka State Action Plan on Climate Change — Version 2’ was 

sent to the Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change (MOEF & CC).  

 The 250-page document provides an in-depth analysis of the climate profile and 

magnitude of risks caused by climate change as well as the budgetary requirements to 

take up mitigation measures.  

 Environmental Management & Policy Research Institute (EMPRI) is the nodal institute 

that brought together scientists to draft the action plan.  

 Karnataka’s action plan report detailed the adverse impacts caused by the rise in global 

temperature, including its effect on agriculture, industry, forests and ecology.  

 Among the several warnings of the report was the impact of climate change on 

vegetation. It said “future climate” in seven districts would “not be suitable for the 

existing vegetation or forest type and biodiversity”, which will lead to a crisis. 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned that human-induced 

actions were leading to more frequent and intense extreme events, causing large-scale 

damage.  
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 The IPCC noted that near-term actions that limit global warming would substantially 

reduce projected losses and damages related to climate change in human systems and 

ecosystems. 

    

6. We are working to bring semiconductor unit to Karnataka: Israeli 

ambassador 

 Israeli officials are working to facilitate ISMC-Tower Semiconductors' joint venture to set 

up a semiconductor fab (manufacturing unit) in Karnataka.  

 The thrust of the agreement was on research and innovation and a small part of it was on 

training. Still, a lot of delegations visit Israel for agriculture, IT & BT and international 

development-related matters.  

 Israel has built on that agreement to increase government-to-government and business-

to-business collaboration. 

 

7. Bengaluru Chalo by midday meal workers  

 Thousands of people, working as cooks under the midday meal scheme in the state, will 

hit the streets of Bengaluru. 

 The cooks have been demanding payment of minimum wages as per the orders of the 

Allahabad High Court. They are staging “Bengaluru Chalo” under the banner of All India 

Trade Union Congress. 

Midday Meal Scheme 

 

 The Midday Meal Scheme is a school meal programme in India designed to better the 

nutritional standing of school-age children nationwide. 

 The programme supplies free lunches on working days for children in primary and upper 

primary classes in government, government aided, local body, Education Guarantee 
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Scheme, and alternate innovative education centres, Madarsa and Maqtabs supported 

under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and National Child Labour Project schools run by the 

ministry of labour. 

 Serving 120 million children in over 1.27 million schools and Education Guarantee 

Scheme centres, the Midday Meal Scheme is the largest of its kind in the world. 

 

8. 30 moral policing cases in 3 years in Karnataka 

 At least 30 cases of moral policing have been registered since 2019 in Karnataka’s 

coastal region, which is known to be communally sensitive, according to government 

data.  

 This includes the cases in Mangalore city, Dakshina Kannada, Uttara Kannada and 

Udupi.  

 Moral police is an umbrella category of vigilante groups which act to enforce a code of 

morality in India.  

 Moral policing is a conduct wherein an individual, or a group of individuals try to enforce 

certain laws according to their will. They even don’t refrain themselves from taking an 

action, when a person commits something, which according to them is immoral. Say, 

Cow Vigilantes, Romeo Squad, Khap Panchayats. 

 The goons act and various other provisions of Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Criminal 

Procedure Code (CrPC) can be pressed to punish the persons involved in the attack.  

 Also there is a grave violation of human rights and feminine rights of the UN charter for 

which India is a signatory. 

 

9. Karnataka govt ignored finance department warning on cow 

slaughter law 

 The state government prohibited cattle slaughter by disregarding red flags raised by the 

finance department that doing so would lead to heavy expenditure, documents show.  

 The Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of Cattle Act was enacted 

early last year, imposing a blanket ban on the slaughter of cattle in the state, forcing 

farmers to either take care of cows even after they become barren or simply abandon 

them.  

 The only slaughter allowed is of terminally-ill cattle and buffalo aged above 13 years. 

 One goshala is planned in every district. They are in various stages of completion.  

 In December 2020, the finance department asked the government to reconsider its 

decision to implement the law. As it cannot agree to this kind of expenditure.  
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10. Karnataka Budget 2022 highlights 

 CM Bommai has announced an increased allocation in welfare schemes for the socially 

and economically weaker sections. Also, the chief minister has announced Rs 1000 

crore for the Mekedatu water project that will greatly help Bengaluru city. 

 For employment to youth and women, 2022-23 to be observed as 'Jeevanopaya 

Varsha'. Action plan worth Rs 1,100 crore proposed, said CM Bommai. 

Budget Estimates for 2022-23 Fiscal 

 Total receipts projected at Rs 2.61 lakh crore. 

 Total expenditure Rs 2.65 lakh crore. 

 Revenue Deficit is estimated at Rs 14,699 cr and fiscal deficit at Rs 61,564 crore, which 

is 3.26% of GSDP. 

Karnataka Buget Conservation of Culture, Heritage and Natural Resources 

 Karnataka Kalagrama will be developed under PPP model. 

 Research centre for "Arebhashe '' to come up at Mangalore University. 

 'Adopt a Monument' scheme to encourage adoption of monuments of state for 

protection and development. Tourist guides to get a monthly incentive of Rs 2,000 crore. 

 Eco-budget of Rs 100 crore to compensate for the negative effects created on forest 

systems 'Blue-Plastic Management scheme' at Rs 840 crore with help from World Bank 

to address the issue of plastics polluting water resources in coastal areas. 

 KSTDC "Pavitra Yatre '' programme to facilitate tours to pilgrimage centres. 

New projects,schemes to attract investments and more jobs to locals 

 Government to set up5,000 MW capacity hybrid renewable energy park in 8 districts 

under PPP model. 

 Mega Jewellery Park' will be established in Bengaluru - to generate employment for 

10,000 people. 

 FMCG (Fast Moving Consumer Goods)cluster to come up in Dharwad. 

 Karnataka Special Investment Region Act will be formulated to establish, operate and 

control mega industrial regions and to establish mega industrial estates. Tumakuru and 

Dharwad districts to be notified as Special Investment Region. 

 'Beyond Bengaluru Cluster Seed Fund for Start-ups' will be established in Mysuru, 

Mangaluru and Hubballi at a cost of Rs 20 crore.A grant of Rs 12 crore will be provided 

for this project this year. 

 New textile parks at PPP model at Navalgund and Ranibennur. 

 Global Technology Centre plug and play facility to be established at KSSOU in Mysuru 

at a cost of Rs 30 crore. 
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 Global Emerging Technology Design Centre at Belagavi at a cost of Rs 150 crore in 

partnership with enterprises. 

New airports and upgradation of existing ones in the state 

 Greenfield Airport at Raichur at a cost of Rs 186 crore with funds from the District 

Mineral Fund. 

 Heliports to come up at a cost of Rs 30 crore at Madikeri, Chikkamagalur, and Hampi. 

Minority welfare  

 CM announces saidmultiple residential schools of the Minority Welfare Department will 

be merged and renamed as 'APJ Abdul Kalam residential schools'. Rs 25 crore for 

modernisation of these schools. 

 The government will offer financial assistance for street vendors, pushcart vendors, 

etc... from minority communities under the National Livelihood Mission. 

 Under a new scheme called 'Poushtika Karnataka' fortified rice with added nutrients to 

be distributed at a cost of Rs 93 crore in 14 districts to tackle malnutrition. 

Government to set up 438 'Namma Clinics' across the state 

 Namma Clinics will be set up in all wards of Bengaluru. 

 75 taluk hospitals to be mapped with Jayadeva Hospital to provide cardiac-related 

treatment. 

 Menstrual cups to be distributed in Chamarajanagar and Dakshina Kannada districts 

under 'Shuchi' scheme. 

 Mobile clinics to be established at a cost of Rs 11 cr at Bidar, Chamarajabagar, Haveri 

and Chikmagalur district 

Agri and allied sectors to receive Rs 33,700 cr in 2022-23 fiscal 

 The government has allocated Rs 500 cr for the first phase of the Paschimavahini 

project - which proposes to build check dams in west-flowing rivers. Rs 1,500 cr has 

been allocated for the Kharland project. 

 And, Rs 455 crore has been sanctioned for the second phase of the KC Valley project. 

 Once getting the nod from the centre, the state government will commence the 

Mekedatu project. 

 Also, the first phase of the Yettinahole project will be complete. The second phase 

gravity feeder works to be completed soon. Rs 3,000 cr fund for works related to the 

project has been allocated. 

 CM Bommai added that the Krishi Yantra Dhare scheme will be extended to all hoblis of 

the state. Mini food park in all districts under PPP model soon. 

 Rs 500 crore fund has been given to Raitha Shakthi Yojana to help marginal farmers in 

terms of fuel cost for mechanized machines harvest crops. 
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 'Panchasutra' for the welfare of the people of the state. Backward areas of the state to 

be identified in a scientific manner to improve the Human Development Index of all 

districts, says CM Bommai 

 

11. Horticulture: Grapes, honey get a boost, bumper for Haveri district 

 The budget has several schemes and infrastructure plans for the horticulture sector.  

 To promote drip irrigation practice, it was announced that 90% subsidy will be provided 

to SC/ST farmers and 75% subsidy to other farmers.  

 With an extension of 34,700 hectares, Karnataka now stands first in the country under 

horticulture farming, having a total area of 26.32 lakh hectares. 

 An amount of Rs 35 crore has been earmarked to establish a modern cold storage 

facility at Toravi in Vijayapura district, a key producer of grapes.   

 The facility will come upon a public-private partnership basis (PPP). It will manage the 

storage, conservation and transportation of grapes in cold storage vehicles.  

 The budget gives a focused boost to increase palm cultivation, to aid palm oil 

production.  

 Under the central government’s ‘National Mission on Edible Oil – Oil Palm,' the state will 

provide Rs 35 crore to increase the cultivation area by 25,000 hectares in the next five 

years.   

 The budget has allotted Rs 5 crore to popularise and increase the production of Kodagu 

and Jamboti honey. 

 The CM has announced the establishment of a mango processing centre at Hangal in 

Haveri district.  

 For the promotion of quality chillies and other spices, a research centre will be 

established at Byadgi in the district. 

 

12. Kalaburagi’s dal gets what it long deserved, branding 

 Karnataka will promote its own brand of tur dal (pigeon peas) that are grown in 

Kalaburagi and Yadgir, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said in his budget speech. 

 Tur dal grown in Kalaburagi and Yadgir districts has distinct geographical indication tag. 

It is proposed to brand this under the name Bhima Pulse. 

 Bommai said mini food parks will be established under public-private partnership in 

phases in all the districts “to augment income of farmers by encouraging value addition, 

strengthening supply chain and preventing pilferage.”  

 Bommai also gave a push to natural farming. Study of nitrogen fixation and bio-

analytical techniques in natural farming will be taken up through agricultural/horticultural 

universities in an area of 1,000 acres each and will be extended to farmers’ lands. 
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1. Export of guavas from India sees growth of 260 % since 2013 

 The export of guavas from India has seen a growth of 260% since 2013. Exports grew 

from USD 0.58 Million in April-January 2013-14 to USD 2.09 Million in April 2021-22. 

 India’s export of fresh fruits has also witnessed considerable growth. Fresh Grapes are 

the largest exported items among all fresh food categories.  

 During 2020-21, Fresh grapes and Other Fresh Fruits accounted for 92 per cent in 

India's total export of Fresh Fruits.  

 India's major export destination of fresh fruits during 2020-21 were Bangladesh 

(USD126.6 million), Netherland (USD 117.56 million), UAE (USD 100.68 million), UK 

(USD 44.37 million), Nepal (USD 33.15 million), Iran (USD 32.54 million), Russia (USD 

32.32 million), Saudi Arabia (USD24.79 million), Oman (USD 22.31 million) and Qatar 

(USD16.58 million).  

 Top ten countries accounted for 82 percent of India's export of fresh fruits in 2020-21.  

 The export of curd (yogurt) and paneer (Indian cottage cheese) has also seen a 

tremendous growth of 200% from USD 10 Million in April – January 2013-14 to USD 30 

Million in April-January 2021-22. 

 It may be noted that dairy export is growing at a Compound Annual Growth Rate of 10.5 

per cent in the last five years.   

 India's major export destinations of dairy products in 2020-21 were UAE (USD39.34 

million), Bangladesh (USD24.13 million), U S A (USD22.8 million), Bhutan (USD 

22.52million). and Singapore (USD 15.27million).   

 Top ten countries accounted for more than 61 per cent share in India's dairy export in 

2020-21. 

 

2. 9 in 10 Indians think wife must always obey husband: study 

 While Indians accept women as political leaders, they mostly favour traditional gender 

roles in family life, says a report released by the Pew Research Center, a Washington 

DC-based non-profit.  

 The study, titled ‘How Indians View Gender Roles in Families and Society’ and released 

on March 2, is based on a survey of 29,999 Indian adults conducted from November 

2019 to March 2020. 

 According to the report, while 55% of Indians believed that men and women make 

equally good political leaders, “nine-in-ten Indians agree with the notion that a wife must 

always obey her husband”.  

Mains 
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 Indian women were only slightly less likely than Indian men to agree with this sentiment 

(61% versus 67%).  

 Although most Indians expressed egalitarian views on gender roles, with 62% saying 

that both men and women should be responsible for child care, traditional norms still 

held sway, with 34% convinced that child care “should be handled primarily by women”. 

 Similarly, while a “slim majority (54%) says that both men and women” should be 

responsible for earning money, as many as 43% believed that earning an income is 

mainly the obligation of men.  

 Also, 80% of Indians agreed with the idea that when there are few jobs, men should 

have more rights to a job than women. 

Preference for sons 

 While Indians valued both sons and daughters, nearly 94% said it is very important for a 

family to have at least one son, with the corresponding figure for daughters being 90%.  

 About 64% of Indians also said that sons and daughters should have equal rights to 

inheritance from parents. But while four-in-ten adults said that sons should have the 

primary responsibility to care for ageing parents, only 2% said the same about 

daughters. 
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