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1. Reverse Repo Normalisation 
 

 
 In a recent report, State Bank of India, which is the largest public 

sector bank in the country, has stated: “…we believe the stage is 
set for a reverse repo 11normalisation.” 

 To understand what is reverse repo normalisation, it is important to 
understand what is reverse repo and how it is not “normal” at 
present. It is also important to understand why the SBI is talking 
about the reverse repo rate and not the repo rate, which is often 
considered to be the benchmark interest rate in India. 

 India’s central bank, the Reserve Bank of India, keeps tweaking 
the total amount of money in the economy to ensure smooth 
functioning. As such, when the RBI wants to boost economic 
activity it adopts a so-called “loose monetary policy”. There are two 
parts to such a policy. 

 One, the RBI injects more money (liquidity) into the economy. It 
does so by buying government bonds from the market. As the RBI 
buys these bonds, it pays back money to the bondholders, thus 
injecting more money into the economy. 

 Two, the RBI also lowers the interest rate it charges banks when it 
lends money to them; this rate is called the repo rate. By lowering 

Economy 
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the interest rate at which it lends money to commercial banks, the 
RBI hopes that the commercial banks (and the rest of the banking 
system), in turn, will feel incentivised to lower interest rates. Lower 
interest rates and more liquidity, together, are expected to boost 
both consumption and production in the economy.  

 For a consumer, it would now pay less to keep the money in the 
bank — thus it incentivises current consumption. For firms and 
entrepreneurs, it would make more sense to borrow money to start 
a new enterprise because interest rates are lower. 

 The reverse of a loose monetary policy is a “tight monetary policy” 
and it involves the RBI raising interest rates and sucking liquidity 
out of the economy by selling bonds (and taking money out of the 
system). 

 When any central bank finds that a loose monetary policy has 
started becoming counterproductive (for example, when it leads to 
a higher inflation rate), the central bank “normalises the policy” by 
tightening the monetary policy stance. 
What is reverse repo and how does it fit into policy 
normalisation? 

 The reverse repo is the interest rate that the RBI pays to the 
commercial banks when they park their excess “liquidity” (money) 
with the RBI. The reverse repo, thus, is the exact opposite of the 
repo rate. 

 Under normal circumstances, that is when the economy is growing 
at a healthy pace, the repo rate becomes the benchmark interest 
rate in the economy.  

 But imagine a scenario where the RBI pumps more and more 
liquidity into the market but there are no takers of fresh loans.  

 In such a scenario, the action shifts from repo rate to reverse repo 
rate because banks are no longer interested in borrowing money 
from the RBI. Rather they are more interested in parking their 
excess liquidity with the RBI. And that is how the reverse repo 
becomes the actual benchmark interest rate in the economy. 
What does reverse repo normalisation mean? 

 Simply put, it means the reverse repo rates will go up. 
 Over the past few months, in the face of rising inflation, several 

central banks across the world have either increased interest rates 
or signaled that they would do so soon. 

 In India, too, it is expected that the RBI will raise the repo rate. But 
before that, it is expected that the RBI will raise the reverse repo 
rate and reduce the gap between the two rates. 
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2. Bad bank is ready, how will it resolve stressed assets? 
 

 A key proposal announced in this year’s (2021) Budget, a bad 
bank to deal with stressed assets in the loss-laden banking 
system, has received all regulatory approvals. 
What is the structure of the bad bank? 

 NARCL will acquire and aggregate the identified NPA accounts 
from banks, while IDRCL, under an exclusive arrangement, will 
handle the debt resolution process, State Bank of India Chairman 
Dinesh Khara said. 

 Padmakumar Nair, a Chief General Manager from SBI’s Stressed 
Assets vertical, will manage NARCL, while Manish Makharia, Head 
of Alternate Investment Fund, SBI Funds Management Pvt Ltd, will 
head IDRCL. 

 Subrata Biswas, the nominee director on the Board of NARCL, will 
be the interim Chairman, and Diwakar Gupta will continue as the 
Chairman of IDRCL. 

 Majority-owned by state-owned banks, the NARCL will be assisted 
by the India Debt Resolution Company Ltd (IDRCL), in turn 
majority-owned by private banks, in the resolution process in the 
form of a Principal-Agent basis. 
How will the bad bank work? 

 NARCL and IDRCL will have an exclusive arrangement that will be 
as per the scope defined in the ‘Debt Management Agreement’ to 
be executed between these two entities.  

 This arrangement will be on a ‘Principal-Agent’ basis and final 
approvals and ownership for the resolution shall lie with NARCL as 
the Principal. 

 

3. Govt issues clarification; says CSTPS making ‘efforts on SOS’ 
basis 
 

 The Ministry of Coal today said Western CoalFields Ltd is making 
"all efforts on SOS basis" to boost the supplies and build up the 
stock at Chandrapur Super Thermal Power Station (CSTPS). 

 The ministry's clarification came after a media report said that the 
Chandrapur Super Thermal Power Station, which is the biggest 
coal plant in Maharashtra, is facing a coal crunch, which has 
affected the power production. 

 Chandrapur Super Thermal Power Station (often abbreviated as 
CSTPS) is a thermal power plant located in Chandrapur district in 
the Indian state of Maharashtra.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 The power plant is one of the coal based power plants of 
MAHAGENCO.  

 The coal for the power plant is sourced from Durgapur and 
Padmapur Collieries of Western Coalfields Limited. 

 With a total capacity of 3340MW, the plant is the largest power 
plant in Maharashtra. It accounts for more than 25% of 
Maharashtra's total needs. 

 

4. CENTRAL THEME OF ECONOMIC SURVEY 2021-22 IS THE “AGILE 
APPROACH” 

 

 The central theme of this year’s Economic Survey is the “Agile 
approach”, implemented through India’s economic response to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic shock.  

 The preface of Economic Survey states that the “Agile approach” 
is based on feed-back loops, real-time monitoring of actual 
outcomes, flexible responses, safety-net buffers and so on. 

 The Economic Survey 2021-22 argues that some form of feedback 
loop based policy-making was always possible, but the “Agile 
framework: is particularly relevant today because of the explosion 
of real-time data that allows for constant monitoring.  

 Such information includes GST collections, digital payments, 
satellite photographs, electricity production, cargo movements, 
internal/external trade, infrastructure roll-out, delivery of various 
schemes, mobility indicators, to name just a few.  

 Some of them are available from public platforms but many 
innovative forms of data are now being generated by the private 
sector. Short-term policy responses, therefore, the Survey states, 
can be tailored to an evolving situation rather than what a model 
may have predicted. 

 Another theme highlighted in this Economic Survey relates to the 
art and science of policy-making under conditions of extreme 
uncertainty.  
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ECONOMIC SURVEY 2021-22 

 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 
Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 
State of the Economy: 

 The Indian economy is estimated to grow by 9.2 percent in real 
terms in 2021-22 (as per first advance estimates) subsequent to a 
contraction of 7.3 percent in 2020-21.  

 GDP projected to grow by 8- 8.5 percent in real terms in 2022-23.   
 Projection comparable with World Bank and Asian Development 

Bank’s latest forecasts of real GDP growth of 8.7 percent and 7.5 
percent respectively for 2022-23. 

 As per IMF’s latest World Economic Outlook projections, India’s 
real GDP projected to grow at 9 percent in 2021-22 and 2022-23 
and at 7.1 percent in 2023-2024, which would make India the 
fastest growing major economy in the world for all 3years. 

 Agriculture and allied sectors are expected to grow by 3.9 percent; 
industry by 11.8 percent and services sector by 8.2 percent in 
2021-22. 

 On the demand side, consumption is estimated to grow by 7.0 
percent, Gross Fixed Capital Formation (GFCF) by 15 percent, 
exports by 16.5 percent and imports by 29.4 percent in 2021-22. 
 

 

5. INDIA’S EXTERNAL TRADE RECOVERS STRONGLY IN 2021-22 
(Economic Survey) 
 

 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 
Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 

 External trade recovered strongly in 2021-22 after the pandemic-
induced slump of the previous year, with strong capital flows into 
India, leading to a rapid accumulation of foreign exchange 
reserves.   
External trade performance: 

 The survey states that owing to the recovery of global demand 
coupled with revival in domestic activity, India’s merchandise 
exports and imports rebounded strongly and surpassed pre-
COVID levels during the current financial year. 

 India’s merchandise exports have followed the global trend and 
during April - December 2021 the merchandise exports grew by 
49.7%, compared to corresponding period of last year and 26.5% 
over 2019-20 (April-December). 

 On the issue of merchandise imports, the Economic Survey states 
that India witnessed revival in domestic demand resulting in strong 
import growth. Merchandise imports grew at the rate of 68.9% in 
April-December, 2021 over the corresponding period of last year.  

 The Survey indicates that merchandise trade deficit has increased 
to US$ 142.4 billion in April-December 2021. 
Trade in Services: 

 India has maintained its impressive performance in world services 
trade in the post-COVID-19 period, with services exports growing 
by 18.4% to US$ 177.7 billion during April-December 2021 for 
corresponding period of last year.  
Current Account Balance: 

 The Economic Survey says that India’s current account balance 
turned into a deficit of 0.2 percent of GDP in the first half of 2021-
22, largely led by deficit in trade accounts.  

 Net capital flows were higher at US$ 65.6 billion in H1: 2021-22, 
on account of continued inflow of foreign investment, revival in net 
external commercial borrowings (ECBs), higher banking capital 
and additional special drawing rights (SDR) allocation.  

 India’s external debt rose to US$ 593.1 billion as at end 
September 2021, from US$ 556.8 billion a year earlier, reflecting 
additional SDR allocation by the IMF, coupled with higher 
commercial borrowings. 
Capital Account: 

 The Survey states that the net foreign investment inflows 
moderated to US$ 25.4 billion in the first half of the current 
financial year, compared to corresponding year of FY 2021.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Till November 2021, the net FDI and gross FDI inflows have 
moderated largely due to lower equity investment. 
BoP Balance and Foreign Exchange Reserves: 

 Foreign exchange reserves crossed the milestone of US$ 600 
billion and touched US$ 633.6 billion as of December 31, 2021.  

 As of end November 2021, India was the fourth largest forex 
reserves holder in the world after China, Japan, and Switzerland. 

 

6. Social Infrastructure and Employment (Economic Survey) 
 

 
 

 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 
Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 

 157.94 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccines administered on 16th 
January 2022; 91.39 crore first dose and  66.05 crore second 
dose. 

 With the revival of the economy, employment indicators bounced 
back to pre-pandemic levels during the last quarter of 2020-21. 

 As per the quarterly Periodic Labour Force Survey (PFLS) data up 
to March 2021, employment in urban sectors affected by pandemic 
has recovered almost to the pre-pandemic level. 

 According to Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) 
data, formalization of jobs continued during the second COVID 
wave; adverse impact of COVID on formalization of jobs much 
lower than during the first COVID wave. 

 Expenditure on social services (health, education and others) by 
Centre and States as a proportion of GDP increased from 6.2 % in 
2014-15 to 8.6% in 2021-22 (BE) 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 As per the National Family Health Survey-5: 
o Total Fertility Rate (TFR) came down to 2 in 2019-21 from 

2.2 in 2015-16 
o Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), under-five mortality rate and 

institutional births have improved in 2019-21 over year 2015-
16 

 Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), 83 districts have become ‘Har 
Ghar Jal’ districts. 

 Increased allotment of funds to Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGA) to provide buffer for 
unorganized labour in rural areas during the pandemic. 

 

7. Agriculture and Food Management (Economy Survey) 
 

 
 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 

Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 
 The Agriculture sector experienced buoyant growth in the past two 

years, accounting for a sizable 18.8% (2021-22) in Gross Value 
Added (GVA) of the country registering a growth of 3.6% in 2020-
21 and 3.9% in 2021-22. 

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) policy is being used to promote 
crop diversification. 

 Net receipts from crop production have increased by 22.6% in the 
latest Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) compared to the SAS 
Report of 2014. 

 Allied sectors including animal husbandry, dairying and fisheries 
are steadily emerging to be high growth sectors and major drivers 
of overall growth in the agriculture sector. 

 The Livestock sector has grown at a CAGR of 8.15% over the last 
five years ending 2019-20. It has been a stable source of income 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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across groups of agricultural households accounting for about 15% 
of their average monthly income. 

 Government facilitates food processing through various measures 
of infrastructure development, subsidized transportation and 
support for formalization of micro food enterprises. 

 India runs one of the largest food management programmes in the 
world. 

 Government has further extended the coverage of food security 
network through schemes like PM Gareeb Kalyan Yojana 
(PMGKY). 

 

8. Industry and Infrastructure (Economic Survey) 
 

 
 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 

Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 
 The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) grew at 17.4 percent (YoY) 

during April-November 2021 as compared to (-)15.3 percent in 
April-November 2020. 

 Capital expenditure for the Indian railways has increased to Rs. 
155,181 crores in 2020-21 from an average annual of Rs. 45,980 
crores during 2009-14 and it has been budgeted to further 
increase to Rs. 215,058 crores in 2021-22 – a five times increase 
in comparison to the 2014 level. 

 Extent of road construction per day increased substantially in 
2020-21 to 36.5 Kms per day from 28 Kms per day in 2019-20 – a 
rise of 30.4 percent. 

 Net profit to sales ratio of large corporates reached an all-time high 
of 10.6 percent in July-September quarter of 2021-22 despite the 
pandemic (RBI Study). 
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 Introduction of Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, major 
boost provided to infrastructure-both physical as well as digital, 
along with measures to reduce transaction costs and improve ease 
of doing business, would support the pace of recovery. 

 

9. UNION BUDGET 2022-23 
 

 The Union Budget seeks to complement macro-economic level 
growth with a focus on micro-economic level all inclusive welfare.  

 The Union Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, Smt Nirmala 
Sitharaman tabled the Union Budget 2022-23 in Parliament today. 
The key highlights of the budget are as follows: 

 India’s economic growth is estimated at 9.2% to be the highest 
among all large economies. 

 60 lakh new jobs to be created under the productivity linked 
incentive scheme in 14 sectors. 

 PLI Schemes have the potential to create an additional production 
of Rs 30 lakh crore. 

 Entering Amrit Kaal, the 25 year long lead up to India @100, the 
budget provides impetus for growth along four priorities: 

o PM GatiShakti 
o Inclusive Development 
o Productivity Enhancement & Investment, Sunrise 

opportunities, Energy Transition, and Climate Action. 
o Financing of investments 

 

10. PM GatiShakti National Master Plan (Budget) 
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 The seven engines that drive PM GatiShakti are Roads, Railways, 
Airports, Ports, Mass Transport, Waterways and Logistics 
Infrastructure. 

 The scope of PM GatiShakti National Master Plan will encompass 
the seven engines for economic transformation, seamless 
multimodal connectivity and logistics efficiency. 

 The projects pertaining to these 7 engines in the National 
Infrastructure Pipeline will be aligned with PM GatiShakti 
framework. 

o Road Transport 
 National Highways Network to be expanded by 25000 Km in 2022-

23. 
 Rs 20000 Crore to be mobilized for National Highways Network 

expansion. 
o Multimodal Logistics Parks 

 Contracts to be awarded through PPP mode in 2022-23 for 
implementation of Multimodal Logistics Parks at four locations. 

o Railways 
 One Station One Product concept to help local businesses & 

supply chains. 
 2000 Km of railway network to be brought under Kavach, the 

indigenous world class technology and capacity augmentation in 
2022-23. 

 400 new generation Vande Bharat Trains to be manufactured 
during the next three years. 

 100 PM GatiShakti Cargo terminals for multimodal logistics to be 
developed during the next three years. 

o Parvatmala 
 National Ropeways Development Program, Parvatmala to be 

taken up on PPP mode. 
 Contracts to be awarded in 2022-23 for 8 ropeway projects of 60 

Km length. 
 

11. Inclusive Development ( Budget) Agriculture 
 

 Rs. 2.37 lakh crore direct payment to 1.63 crore farmers for 
procurement of wheat and paddy. 

 Chemical free Natural farming to be promoted throughout the 
county. Initial focus is on farmer’s lands in 5 Km wide corridors 
along river Ganga. 

 NABARD to facilitate funds with blended capital to finance startups 
for agriculture & rural enterprise. 
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 ‘Kisan Drones’ for crop assessment, digitization of land records, 
spraying of insecticides and nutrients. 

o Ken Betwa project 
 1400 crore outlay for implementation of the Ken – Betwa link 

project. 
 9.08 lakh hectares of farmers’ lands to receive irrigation benefits 

by Ken-Betwa link project. 
MSME 

 Udyam, e-shram, NCS and ASEEM portals to be interlinked. 
 130 lakh MSMEs provided additional credit under Emergency 

Credit Linked Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) 
 ECLGS to be extended up to March 2023. 
 Guarantee cover under ECLGS to be expanded by Rs 50000 

Crore to total cover of Rs 5 Lakh Crore. 
 Rs 2 lakh Crore additional credit for Micro and Small Enterprises to 

be facilitated under the Credit Guarantee Trust for Micro and Small 
Enterprises (CGTMSE). 

 Raising and Accelerating MSME performance (RAMP) programme 
with outlay of Rs 6000 Crore to be rolled out. 
Skill Development 

 Digital Ecosystem for Skilling and Livelihood (DESH-Stack e-
portal) will be launched to empower citizens to skill, reskill or 
upskill through on-line training. 

 · Startups will be promoted to facilitate ‘Drone Shakti’ and for 
Drone-As-A-Service (DrAAS). 
Education 

 ‘One class-One TV channel’ programme of PM eVIDYA to be 
expanded to 200 TV channels. 

 Virtual labs and skilling e-labs to be set up to promote critical 
thinking skills and simulated learning environment. 

 High-quality e-content will be developed for delivery through Digital 
Teachers. 

 Digital University for world-class quality universal education with 
personalised learning experience to be established. 
Health 

 An open platform for the National Digital Health Ecosystem to be 
rolled out. 

 ‘National Tele Mental Health Programme’ for quality mental health 
counselling and care services to be launched. 

 A network of 23 tele-mental health centres of excellence will be set 
up, with NIMHANS being the nodal centre and International 
Institute of Information Technology-Bangalore (IIITB) providing 
technology support. 
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 Saksham Anganwadi 
 Integrated benefits to women and children through Mission Shakti, 

Mission Vatsalya, Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. 
 Two lakh anganwadis to be upgraded to Saksham Anganwadis. 

 Har Ghar, Nal Se Jal 
 Rs. 60,000 crore allocated to cover 3.8 crore households in 2022-

23 under Har Ghar, Nal se Jal. 
Housing for All 

 Rs. 48,000 crore allocated for completion of 80 lakh houses in 
2022-23 under PM Awas Yojana. 
Prime Minister’s Development Initiative for North-East Region 
(PM-DevINE) 

 New scheme PM-DevINE launched to fund infrastructure and 
social development projects in the North-East. 

 An initial allocation of Rs. 1,500 crore was made to enable 
livelihood activities for youth and women under the scheme. 
Vibrant Villages Programme 

 Vibrant Villages Programme for development of Border villages 
with sparse population, limited connectivity and infrastructure on 
the northern border. 
 Banking 

 100 percent of 1.5 lakh post offices to come on the core banking 
system. 

 Scheduled Commercial Banks to set up 75 Digital Banking Units 
(DBUs) in 75 districts. 

 

12. Energy Transition and Climate Action (Economic Survey) 
 

 Additional allocation of Rs. 19,500 crore for Production Linked 
Incentive for manufacture of high efficiency solar modules to meet 
the goal of 280 GW of installed solar power by 2030. 

 Five to seven per cent biomass pellets to be co-fired in thermal 
power plants: 

o CO2 savings of 38 MMT annually, 
o Extra income to farmers and job opportunities to locals, 
o Help avoid stubble burning in agriculture fields. 

 Four pilot projects to be set up for coal gasification and conversion 
of coal into chemicals for the industry 

 Financial support to farmers belonging to Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes, who want to take up agro-forestry. 
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13. The retrospective changes to income-tax law, how they impact you 
 

 The Union Budget 2022-23 brought in some amendments to the 
Income Tax Act that would be effective retrospectively. 

 Making a retrospective amendment to the Income-tax Act from 
2005-06, the Budget has clarified that cess and surcharge will not 
be allowed to be claimed as deductions in the form of expenditure, 
a practice that some companies and businesses were resorting to 
in the absence of legal clarity. 

 It has also allowed exemption of the amount received for medical 
treatment and on account of death due to Covid-19 retrospectively 
from April 1, 2020. 
What is the retrospective change about cess and surcharge? 

 Citing some court rulings over the years that had given benefit to 
taxpayers in claiming cess as expenditure and not tax, the tax 
department said the retrospective amendment is being done to 
correct the anomaly. 

 “This amendment will take effect retrospectively from 1st April, 
2005 and will accordingly apply in relation to the assessment year 
2005-06 and subsequent assessment years,” the Budget 
documents stated. 

 The court rulings differentiated between income tax and education 
cess on income tax, and in absence of a specific disallowance for 
‘education cess’, courts had taken a view beneficial for taxpayers 
in many cases.  

 In order to nullify the effect of such court rulings and to consider 
such rulings against the intention of the law, a clarificatory 
amendment has been introduced in the income tax law, providing 
that any surcharge or education cess on income tax shall not be 
allowed as business expenditure. 
What are the other amendments done retrospectively? 

 The Budget has allowed exemption of the amount received for 
medical treatment and on account of death due to Covid-19 
retrospectively from April 1, 2020. 

 Separately, gifts and freebies to doctors shall not be treated as 
business expenditure under section 37 of the Income-tax Act. 

 

14. Import duty changes in Budget 2022, and its significance 
 

 Signalling a move to protect domestic industries which are not 
necessarily capital, technology or labour intensive, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman introduced a slew of higher custom 
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duties on items of daily use such as umbrellas, headphones, 
earphones, loudspeakers, smart meters, and imitation jewelry. 
Who do the duty changes help and what do they signify? 

 Most of these products are imported from China, either as 
complete units or as knocked down units which are then 
assembled in factories in India.  

 For example, the customs duty on umbrellas was doubled to 20 
per cent, while exemptions provided on import of parts of 
umbrellas were withdrawn.  

 Similarly, the customs duty on single or multiple loudspeakers, 
whether or not mounted in their enclosures was hiked to 20 per 
cent from 15 per cent. 

 The hike is being done for industries which manufacture items that 
do not deploy any major technology. Umbrellas, for instance, are 
manufactured in small units spread across 10-12 districts with 
Kerala being the major manufacturing state. The government 
seems to be offering protection to such industries.  

 It also falls in line with the other Budget announcement of 
popularising one station-one product to popularise local 
businesses and supply chains. 

 One station-one product as a concept aims to promote a local 
product from each stop of the Indian Railways by making the 
railway station of that area a promotional and sales hub for the 
product. 

 

15. Govt proposes 30% tax on digital assets 
 

 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Union 
Budget for 2022-23 in the Lok Sabha. 

 Presenting the budget in the Parliament, the Finance Minister 
proposed imposing a tax of 30 percent on virtual assets, effectively 
legitimising trading of private cryptocurrencies and non-fungible 
tokens (NFTs). 

 Sitharaman said that the 30 per cent tax on virtual assets cannot 
be mentioned as a replacement of any other income (meaning it 
cannot be claimed for deduction), in addition to a 1 percent TDS 
that will be charged on payments made using digital assets in 
order to keep a track on transactions. 

 The government also shared plans about a Digital Rupee, or 
Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC), which will be issued by the 
RBI using blockchain technology starting from the next financial 
year. 
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 Although the issue of taxation came up, the Finance Minister did 
not mention anything about the Cryptocurrency Bill for the 
regulation of private cryptocurrencies in her 2022 Budget speech. 

 While most people were expecting some income tax relaxation, the 
unexpected news about tax on cryptocurrencies and digital assets 
left all perplexed. As most crypto currency investors tried to get a 
better understanding, memes took over on Twitter, with people 
lamenting and poking fun seeing high rates. 

 

16. Digital Rupee announced by Sitharaman in Budget 
 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced the launch of the 
Digital Rupee — a central bank digital currency (CBDC) — 2022-
23 onwards. 
Who will launch the CBDC? 

 The Reserve Bank of India will launch the CBDC from the 
upcoming financial year. This follows the government’s plans to 
launch the CBDC that will be backed by blockchain technology. 
What is a CBDC? 

 CBDC is a legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It 
is similar to a fiat currency issued in paper and is interchangeable 
with any other fiat currency. 
What is the need for CBDC? 

 The goal is to provide users with convenience and security of 
digital as well as the regulated, reserve-backed circulation of the 
traditional banking system. 

 The RBI has on several occasions flagged concerns of money 
laundering, terror financing, tax evasion, etc with private 
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ether, etc and had planned to 
announce its own CBDC. 

 

17. ECLGS extended till next fiscal, guarantee cover raised to 5L cr 
 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman proposed to extend the 
Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) till the end of 
March 2023, with an expanded guarantee cover of Rs 5 lakh crore. 

 “ECLGS has provided much-needed additional credit to more than 
130 lakh MSMEs (micro, small and medium scale enterprises).  

 This has helped them mitigate the adverse impact of the 
pandemic. 

 Under the ECLGS, which is for helping companies tide over 
liquidity crunch resulting from Covid curbs, banks provide 
additional loans to existing borrowers without asking for extra 
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collateral. To encourage banks, these loans are fully guaranteed 
by the government against credit losses. This scheme will be key 
to ensure that MSMEs impacted by intermittent lockdowns in 
states get funding to stay afloat. 

 Sanctions and disbursements under the facility are relatively fast 
since lenders have the Central government’s guarantee in case of 
default against these loans.  

 Companies from hospitality, travel & tourism, and leisure & 
sporting sectors are expected to benefit from the relaxation in the 
scheme.  

 Hotels, restaurants, canteens, caterers, marriage halls, tour 
operators, as well as amusement parks and theatres can avail the 
facility. Accounts that are classified as non-performing assets or 
where overdues have crossed 60 days (SMA-II) are not eligible. 

 

18. SAFFORN BOWL PROJECT 
 

 North East Centre for Technology Application and Reach 
(NECTAR) under Saffron Bowl project has identified few locations 
in Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya for saffron cultivation.  

 In Arunachal Pradesh, there is a good growth of organic saffron 
with flowers. In Meghalaya, sample plantations were grown at 
Cherrapunji, Mawsmai and Lalingtop sites. 

 The total cost of the whole project is Rs. 17.68 lakhs for Arunachal 
Pradesh and Meghalaya. Out of which, a tentativeamount of 
Rs.6.00 lakhs has been earmarked for Barapani (Meghalaya) site. 

 The following sites have been identified in Meghalaya under the 
said project: 

o Barapani,  
o Cherrapunji, 
o Mawsmai, 
o Shillong, and 
o Lalingtop. 

 

19. Global Center of Excellence in Affordable and Clean Energy (GCoE-
ACE) at IIT Dharwad 

 

 virtual function was held to mark the launch of the Global Center of 
Excellence in Affordable and Clean Energy (GCoE-ACE) at the 
Indian Institute of Technology, Dharwad (IITDh), Karnataka on 
28th January 2022. 

 The center is supported by the Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) donation from HHSIF.  
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 The first phase of the CSR project with HHSIF is to establish 
equipment for the GCoE-ACE mainly as skill development, 
fabrication, and R&D equipment.  

 The subsequent phases are envisaged to encourage innovation 
and to provide incubation support for the solutions to the grass-
root problem statements in the affordable and clean-energy 
domain. 

 

 

 

 

1. Karnataka hijab row raises legal questions on freedom of religion, 
right to wear headscarf 
 

 After Six students were banned from entering a college in 
Karnataka's Udupi district for wearing a hijab last month, the row 
over whether educational institutions can impose a strict dress 
code that could interfere with rights of students has spilled to other 
colleges in the state. The issue throws up legal questions on 
reading the freedom of religion and whether the right to wear a 
hijab is constitutionally protected. 
How is religious freedom protected under the Constitution? 

 Article 25(1) of the Constitution guarantees the "freedom of 
conscience and the right freely to profess, practise and propagate 
religion".  

 It is a right that guarantees a negative liberty - which means that 
the state shall ensure that there is no interference or obstacle to 
exercise this freedom.  

 However, like all fundamental rights, the state can restrict the right 
for grounds of public order, decency, morality, health and other 
state interests. 

 Over the years, the supreme Court has evolved a practical test of 
sorts to determine what religious practices can be constitutionally 
protected and what can be ignored. 

 In 1954, the Supreme Court held in the Shirur Mutt case that the 
term "religion" will cover all rituals and practices "integral" to a 
religion. The test to determine what is integral is termed the 
"essential religious practices" test. 
What is the essential religious practices test? 

Polity and Governance 
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 "In the first place, what constitutes the essential part of a religion is 
primarily to be ascertained with reference to the doctrines of that 
religion itself," the SC had held in the Shirur Mutt case.  

 So the test, a judicial determination of religious practices, has often 
been criticised by legal experts as it pushes the court to delve into 
theological scales. 

 

 

 

1. Philosopher-saint Ramanujacharya, and the Statue of Equality in 
his honour 
 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Statue of 

Equality, a gigantic statue of Ramanujacharya, on February 5 on 
the outskirts of Hyderabad. 
Who was Ramanujacharya? 

 Born in 1017 in Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu, Ramanujacharya is 
revered as a Vedic philosopher and social reformer. He travelled 
across India, advocating equality and social justice. 

 Ramanuja revived the Bhakti movement, and his preachings 
inspired other Bhakti schools of thought. He is considered to be 
the inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakt Ramdas, 
Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai. 

 He went on to write nine scriptures known as the navaratnas, and 
composed numerous commentaries on Vedic scriptures. 

History 
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 Ramanuja is also credited with establishing the correct procedures 
for rituals performed in temples throughout India, the most famous 
being Tirumala and Srirangam. 
Why is it called the Statue of Equality? 

 Ramanuja was an advocate of social equality among all sections 
of people centuries ago, and encouraged temples to open their 
doors to everyone irrespective of caste or position in society at a 
time when people of many castes were forbidden from entering 
them. 

 He took education to those who were deprived of it. His greatest 
contribution is the propagation of the concept of “vasudhaiva 
kutumbakam”, which translates as “all the universe is one family”. 

 He travelled across India for several decades, propagating his 
ideas of social equality and universal brotherhood from temple 
podiums.  

 He embraced the socially marginalised and condemned, and 
asked royal courts to treat them as equals.  

 He spoke of universal salvation through devotion to God, 
compassion, humility, equality, and mutual respect, which is known 
as Sri Vaishnavam Sampradaya. 
Where is the statue located? 

 The 216-foot-tall statue, which was first proposed in 2018, is 
located at the 45-acre scenic Jeeyar Integrated Vedic Academy 
(JIVA) at Muchintal near Shamshabad on the outskirts of 
Hyderabad. 

 The statue was proposed and designed by Chinna Jeeyar.  
 

2. Chauri Chaura incident 
 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has remembered the 
heroes of our freedom struggle on completion of hundred years of 
Chauri Chaura incident.  

 The Chauri Chaura incident took place on 4 February 1922 at 
Chauri Chaura in the Gorakhpur district of the United Provinces 
(modern-day Uttar Pradesh) in British India, when a large group of 
protesters participating in the non-cooperation movement, were 
fired upon by the police.  

 In retaliation the demonstrators attacked and set fire to a police 
station, killing all of its occupants.  

 Mahatma Gandhi, who was strictly against violence, halted the 
non-cooperation movement on the national level on 12 February 
1922, as a direct result of this incident.  
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 In spite of Gandhi's decision, 19 arrested demonstrators were 
sentenced to death and 14 to imprisonment for life by the British 
colonial authorities. 

 

 

 

1. India-ASEAN Digital Work Plan 2022 approved at 2nd ASEAN 
Digital Ministers (ADGMIN) meeting 
 

 
 The 2nd ASEAN Digital Ministers (ADGMIN) meeting with India 

was held on a virtual platform. 
 The ADGMIN is an annual meeting of Telecom Ministers of 10 

ASEAN (Association of South-East Asian Nations) countries -
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam and dialogue 
partner countries - Australia, Canada, China, EU, India, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Russia, UK and US.  

 The meeting discussed and deliberated various matters relevant to 
strengthening regional digital cooperation in the spirit of digital 
inclusion and integration. 

 The Ministers meeting approved the India-ASEAN Digital Work 
Plan 2022.  

 The work plan includes system for combating the use of stolen and 
counterfeit mobile handsets, WiFi Access network interface for 
nationwide public internet, the capacity building and knowledge 
sharing in emerging areas in the field of Information and 

International Relations 
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Communication Technologies such as Internet of Things (IoT), 5G, 
Advanced Satellite Communication, Cyber Forensics, etc.  

 The ongoing and proposed projects in ICTs, will strengthen 
collaboration between India and ASEAN by leveraging 
complementary strengths of each other. 

 

2. Ukraine & Russia Ties 
 

 
 

 India this week gave its first official statement amid the ongoing 
tension between Russia and the West — led by the US — over 
Ukraine. It’s been a tense one-and-a-half months, with the 
possibility of war looming large. 

 India calls for a peaceful resolution of the situation through 
sustained diplomatic efforts for long term peace and stability in the 
region and beyond. 
What's happening? 

 Ukraine has become a bone of contention in Moscow's relations 
with the West, with Russian troops massed near its border and 
NATO's forces on standby in case Russia attacks its neighbour.  

 Ukrainian forces have been patrolling the border in the east and 
the north, including in Chernobyl in Ukraine, which falls on the 
shortest route between Russia and Kyiv, Ukraine's capital. 
Is there a geography and resource angle too? 
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 After Russia, Ukraine is the second largest country in Europe too. 
It has major ports on the Black Sea and shares borders with four 
NATO countries.  

 Europe depends on Russia for about one third of its natural gas - 
providing enormous leverage for Putin in any dispute with the West 
- and one of the main pipelines passes through Ukraine.  

 Controlling this Ukrainian territory would enhance Russia's pipeline 
security. 

 

3. India - Oman ties 

 

 
 India is laying out the red carpet for Oman’s top defence official 

Mohammed Nasser Al Zaabi, who will be in India from January 30 
to February 4 on an official visit. 

 Zaabi will be in Delhi to co-chair the Joint Military Cooperation 
Committee (JMMC) with Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar.  

 The JMCC is the highest forum of engagement between India and 
Oman in the field of defence that evaluates and provides guidance 
to the overall framework of defence exchanges between the two 
sides.  

 The JMCC is expected to meet annually, but could not be 
organised since 2018 when the meeting of the 9th JMCC was held 
in Oman. 
Why is Oman important from a defence and strategic point of 
view? 

 Oman is India’s closest defence partner in the Gulf region and an 
important anchor for India’s defence and strategic interests.  

 Defence cooperation has emerged as a key pillar for the robust 
India-Oman strategic partnership. Defence exchanges are guided 
by a Framework MOU which was recently renewed in 2021. 
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 Oman is the only country in the Gulf region with which all three 
services of the Indian armed forces conduct regular bilateral 
exercises and staff talks, enabling close cooperation and trust at 
the professional level. Oman also provides critical operational 
support to Indian naval deployments in the Arabian sea for anti-
piracy missions. 

 Bilateral training cooperation between the two sides is also robust 
with Omani forces regularly subscribing to training courses in India 
both at professional as well as higher command level.  

 Indian armed forces also subscribe to the Staff and Command 
courses conducted at NDC, Oman. Oman also actively participates 
in the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). 

 

4. Burkina Faso restores constitution, appoints coup’s leader as head 
of state for transitional period 
 

 
 In Burkina Faso, the military government announced that it has 

restored the constitution a week after taking power and has 
appointed the coup’s leader as head of state for a transitional 
period. 

 The move came shortly after the African Union suspended Burkina 
Faso for the takeover and diplomats from West Africa and the 
United Nations pressed demands for a return to civilian rule. 

 Just hours earlier, the African Union's 15-member Peace and 
Security Council announced that it had voted to suspend the 
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participation of Burkina Faso in all AU activities until the effective 
restoration of constitutional order in the country. 

 On January 24, rebel soldiers detained president Roch Marc 
Christian Kabore and imposed army rule on the country. 

 Burkina Faso is a landlocked country in West Africa with an area of 
274,200 square kilometres (105,900 sq mi), bordered by Mali to 
the northwest, Niger to the northeast, Benin to the southeast, Togo 
and Ghana to the south, and the Ivory Coast to the southwest.  

 Its capital and largest city is Ouagadougou. 
 

 

 

1. New study documents the songs of frog species 
 

 
 Frogs have different types of call to suit different occasions, a new 

study finds.  
 It was known that birds sing different songs depending on context, 

yet this kind of behaviour has not been documented among the so-
called simpler animals, the anurans (frogs and toads).  

 This study, conducted by researchers from Indian Institute of 
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, and Indian Institute of Science 
Education and Research (IISER), Pune, has been published in the 
journal Animal Behaviour. 

 When we humans speak, we use words to build up sentences. 
Only some arrangements of words have meaning and this is what 
we use.  

 The same appears to be true of frogs, too. Some typical needs 
among frogs are to communicate a mating call to attract a member 

Environment and Ecology 
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of the opposite sex and to guard one’s territory against other 
males.  

 The group studied two species of frog – Humayun’s Night Frog 
(Nyctibatrachus humayuni) and Amboli Bush Frog 
(Pseudophilautus amboli). 

 “While N. humayuni produces calls with two notes (ascending and 
descending), P. amboli produces calls with six-note types. 

 This is the first study to examine “sequences” of vocalisations in 
frogs.  

 

2. New genus of parasitic flowering plant discovered from Nicobar 
Islands 
 

 
 A new genus of a parasitic flowering plant has recently been 

discovered from the Nicobar group of islands.  
 The genus Septemeranthus grows on the plant species Horsfieldia 

glabra(Blume) Warb. The parasitic flowering plants have a 
modified root structure spread on the stem of the tree and are 
anchored inside the bark of the host tree. 

 The plant was found on the periphery of the tropical forest in one 
of the biodiversity hotspots referred to as the Nicobar group of 
islands separated from the Andaman group of Islands by a wide 
gap of 160 km with heavy tidal flows. 

 The genus Septemeranthus has a distinct vegetative morphology, 
inflorescence architecture and floral characters. 

 The leaves of the plant are heart-shaped with a very long tip and 
the ovary,fruit and seeds are ‘urceolate’ (earthen pot-shaped). The 
flowers have five persistent bracts having conspicuous margins.  
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 The name Septemeranthusis derived from the Latin word ‘septem’ 
meaning ‘seven’, referring to the arrangement of flowers.The 
details of the discovery were published in theJournal of Botanical 
Taxonomy and Geobotany Feddes Repertorium.The genus 
belongs to the family Loranthaceae, a hemi-parasite under the 
sandalwood order Santalales and is of widespread importance.  

 Plants which are hemi-parasites are partially dependent on their 
host plants for nutrition.For instance, the newly discovered plant 
that derives nutrients from its hosts has green leaves capable of 
photosynthesis. 

 

3. Sustainable Development and Climate Change (Economic Survey) 
 

 
 The Union Minister for Finance Nirmala Sitharaman presented the 

Economic Survey 2021-22 in Parliament. 
 India’s overall score on the NITI Aayog SDG India Index and 

Dashboard improved to 66 in 2020-21 from 60 in 2019-20 and 57 
in 2018-19. 

 Number of Front Runners (scoring 65-99) increased to 22 States 
and UTs in 2020-21 from 10 in 2019-20. 

 In North East India, 64 districts were Front Runners and 39 
districts were Performers in the NITI Aayog North-Eastern Region 
District SDG Index 2021-22. 

 India has the tenth largest forest area in the world. 
 In 2020, India ranked third globally in increasing its forest area 

during 2010 to 2020. 
 In 2020, the forests covered 24% of India’s total geographical 

area, accounting for 2% of the world’s total forest area. 
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 In August 2021, the Plastic Waste Management Amendment 
Rules, 2021, was notified which is aimed at phasing out single use 
plastic by 2022. 

 Draft regulation on Extended Producer Responsibility for plastic 
packaging was notified. 

 The Compliance status of Grossly Polluting Industries (GPIs) 
located in the Ganga main stem and its tributaries improved from 
39% in 2017 to 81% in 2020. 

 The consequent reduction in effluent discharge has been from 
349.13 millions of litres per day (MLD) in 2017 to 280.20 MLD in 
2020. 

 The Prime Minister, as a part of the national statement delivered at 
the 26th Conference of Parties (COP 26) in Glasgow in November 
2021, announced ambitious targets to be achieved by 2030 to 
enable further reduction in emissions. 

 The need to start the one-word movement ‘LIFE’ (Lifestyle for 
Environment) urging mindful and deliberate utilization instead of 
mindless and destructive consumption was underlined. 

 

4. National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) 
 

 The National Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC) was 
established to support adaptation activities in the States and Union 
Territories (UTs) of India that are vulnerable to the adverse effects 
of climate change.  

 NAFCC is implemented in project mode and till date, 30 projects 
are sanctioned in 27 States and UTs. 

 The NAFCC projects implemented in the states of Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh include activities relating to coastal 
areas and these projects are-  

o (i) Promotion of integrated farming system of Kaipad in 
coastal wetlands of North Kerala  

o (ii) Management and rehabilitation of coastal habitats and 
biodiversity for climate Change Adaptation and Sustainable 
Livelihood in Gulf of Mannar, Tamil Nadu and  

o (iii) Climate Resilient interventions in Dairy Sector in coastal 
and Arid areas in Andhra Pradesh.  

 Till date, a sum of Rs. 6,35,68,108/- has been released to the 
State of Andhra Pradesh under NAFCC.  
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5. Forest Survey report 2021 released 
 

 Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri 
Bhupender Yadav, released the ‘India State of Forest Report 2021’ 
prepared by the Forest Survey of India (FSI) which has been 
mandated to assess the forest and tree resources of the country. 

 The total forest and tree cover of the country is 80.9 million 
hectares which is 24.62 percent of the geographical area of the 
country.  

 As compared to the assessment of 2019, there is an increase of 
2,261 sq km in the total forest and tree cover of the country. 

 The ISFR-2021 provides information on forest cover, tree cover, 
mangrove cover, growing stock, carbon stock in India’s forests, 
forest fire monitoring, forest cover in tiger reserve areas, above 
ground estimates of biomass using SAR data & climate change 
hotspots in Indian forests. 
MAJOR FINDINGS 

 The total forest and tree cover of the country is 80.9 million 
hectares which is 24.62 percent of the geographical area of the 
country. As compared to the assessment of 2019, there is an 
increase of 2,261 sq km in the total forest and tree cover of the 
country. Out of this, the increase in the forest cover has been 
observed as 1,540 sq km and that in tree cover is 721 sq km. 

 Increase in forest cover has been observed in open forest followed 
by very dense forest. Top three states showing increase in forest 
cover are Andhra Pradesh (647 sq km) followed by Telangana 
(632 sq km) and Odisha (537 sq km). 

 Area-wise Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the 
country followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and 
Maharashtra.  

 In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area, 
the top five States are Mizoram (84.53%), Arunachal Pradesh 
(79.33%), Meghalaya (76.00%), Manipur (74.34%) and Nagaland 
(73.90%). 

 Total mangrove cover in the country is 4,992 sq km. An increase of 
17 sq Km in mangrove cover has been observed as compared to 
the previous assessment of 2019.  

 Top three states showing mangrove cover increase are Odisha (8 
sq km) followed by Maharashtra (4 sq km) and Karnataka (3 sq 
km). 

 Total carbon stock in the country's forest is estimated to be 7,204 
million tonnes and there is an increase of 79.4 million tonnes in the 
carbon stock of the country as compared to the last assessment of 
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2019. The annual increase in the carbon stock is 39.7 million 
tonnes. 

 

6. Sanctuaries in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh listed as Ramsar sites 

 

 The Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary near Jamnagar in Gujarat and 
Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttar Pradesh have been listed as 
Wetlands of International Importance by the Ramsar Convention, 
an international treaty for the conservation and sustainable use of 
wetlands. 

 The announcement by the Ramsar secretariat in Iran came on the 
eve of International Wetlands Day (February 2). With this, the total 
number of Ramsar sites in India goes up to 48. 

 Khijadiya, which is part of the Central Asian Flyway, has become 
the fourth wetland of Gujarat to get the Ramsar tag. Nalsarovar 
Bird Sanctuary, Thol Wildlife Sanctuary and Wadhwana wetland 
are the other Ramsar sites in the state. The last two were included 
in April last year. 

 Khijadiya Wildlife Sanctuary (Ramsar site No. 2464), a freshwater 
wetland near the coast of the Gulf of Kutch, was formed following 
the creation of a bund (dike) in 1920 by the then ruler of the 
erstwhile princely state of Nawanagar to protect farmlands from 
saltwater ingress. 

 On the other hand, Bakhira Wildlife Sanctuary (site no. 2465), a 
freshwater marsh in the Sant Kabir Nagar district, is the largest 
natural floodplain wetland of eastern Uttar Pradesh. The Sanctuary 
was established in 1980 and is protected under the Wildlife 
Protection Act (1972); an “eco-sensitive zone” extends up to a 
kilometre around its boundary. 

 The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance 
Especially as Waterfowl Habitat is an international treaty for the 
conservation and sustainable use of wetlands. 

 It is also known as the Convention on Wetlands.  
 It is named after the city of Ramsar in Iran, where the convention 

was signed in 1971. 
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7. India to get its first geopark in Madhya Pradesh 
 

 Geological Survey of India (GSI) has approved the setting up of a 
geopark in Madhya Pradesh, the country’s first. The park will be 
set up at Lamheta village on the banks of river Narmada, Jabalpur 
district.  
What is a Geopark?  

 According to UNESCO, geoparks are single, unified geographical 
areas where sites and landscapes of international geological 
significance are managed with a holistic concept of protection, 
education, and sustainable development.  

 Geoparks can help in promoting the economic well-being of the 
people living nearby. It would also help in the conservation of rock 
formations of geological significance.  
About the park 

 The Geological Survey of India has sanctioned an amount of Rs 
1.30 crore to prepare a detailed project report on the geological 
rock formations in five acres in the Lamheta village.  

 According to the Member of the Parliament (MP) Rakesh Singh, 
the site is already on the UNESCO geo-heritage tentative list for 
the conservation of the natural heritage.  

 Several dinosaur fossils had been found in the Narmada valley, 
particularly in the Bhedaghat-Lameta Ghat area of Jabalpur, as per 
the MP.  
Benefits of a Geopark 

 Having geopark has several advantages. It can help in the 
conservation and protection of rock formations that are significant 
in nature.  

 Further, it also facilitates studies related to it. Culturally speaking, 
geo-sites play a significant part in the heritage and folklore of the 
areas in which it is located, add to tourism prospects, and also 
create livelihood opportunities.  
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1. Intranasal Covid-19 vaccines 
 

 
 The Drugs Controller General of India approved the trials of 

intranasal booster doses against Covid-19 that is being 
manufactured by Bharat Biotech, the maker of Covaxin.  

 The importance of such a dose would be that it’d be easier to 
administer in mass vaccination drives, thereby helping in larger 
coverage in a relatively lesser period of time. 
So, what is an intranasal vaccine? 

 Vaccines are usually given through different routes, with the most 
common being injectable shots delivered into the muscles 
(intramuscular) or the tissue just between the skin and the muscles 
(subcutaneous).  

 Other routes of delivery, especially in some vaccines for infants, 
include administering the liquid solution orally instead of injecting. 
In the intranasal route, the vaccine is sprayed into the nostrils and 
inhaled. 
Importance 

 Many viruses, including the coronavirus, enter the body through 
mucosa — wet, squishy tissues that line the nose, mouth, lungs 
and digestive tract — triggering a unique immune response from 
cells and molecules there. Intramuscular vaccines generally fail at 
eliciting this mucosal response, and instead rely on immune cells 
mobilised from elsewhere in the body flocking to the site of 
infection.  

 Experts believe an intranasal vaccine will act against the virus from 
the time it tries to break the body’s barrier, thereby making it more 
effective than the intramuscular ones in many cases. 

 

Health 
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1. Mentally retarded child entitled to Family Pension 

 

 Union Minister of Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Dr 
Jitendra Singh today said that mentally retarded child of a 
deceased Government employee/Pensioner is entitled to Family 
Pension and the spirit of this provision needs to be understood and 
respected. 

 This reiteration in public was necessitated by the fact that it has 
come to the notice of the Department of Pension & Pensioners’ 
Welfare that in some cases the Banks are not allowing Family 
Pension in respect of a mentally retarded child through the person 
nominated by the Pensioner or his/her spouse and they insist for a 
Guardianship Certificate issued by a Court of Law. 

 The provision for nomination for Family Pension is intended to 
avoid any hassle to the child suffering from a mental disability in 
obtaining Guardianship Certificate from the Court or in claiming 
Family Pension after the death of his/her parents.  

 Therefore, he said, insisting for a Guardianship Certificate by a 
Bank in such cases defeats the very purpose of such nomination 
and also amounts to violation of the statutory provisions of Central 
Civil Service (Pension) Rules, 2021. 

 The Department has, therefore, reiterated the provisions of the 
above rules. 

 

 

 

1. Punaura Dham included under PRASHAD Scheme 
 

 As per the request received from the State Government of Bihar, 
the Ministry of Tourism has included Punaura Dham ithe 
Ramayana circuit of Swadesh Darshan Scheme.  The destination 
of Punaura Dham has been recently included under PRASHAD 
Scheme of the Ministry of Tourism.  

 The Punaura Dham, Janki Mandir is a Hindu pilgrimage site in 
Sitamarhi district, in India in the state of Bihar, which has an 
ancient Hindu temple.  

 The shrine compound has a Ram Janki temple, a pond called Sita 
Kund and a hall. 

Social issues 
 

Culture 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

PRASHAD Scheme 

 The ‘National Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual 
Heritage Augmentation Drive’ (PRASHAD) is a Central Sector 
Scheme with complete financial assistance by the Government of 
India.  

 The scheme was launched under the leadership of the Prime 
Minister by the Ministry of Tourism in the year 2014-15. 

 Its vision is to focus on infrastructure development to harness 
pilgrimage and heritage tourism destinations for its direct and 
multiplier effect upon employment generation and economic 
development.  

 The scheme aims at infrastructure development to envisage world 
class infrastructural development of the sites with special 
emphasis on Tourist Facilities including Tourist Facilitation 
Centres, way-side amenities Parking, Public convenience, 
Illumination and Sound and Light Shows. 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme 

 Swadesh Darshan Scheme is a Central Sector scheme launched 
in 2014-15 by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture,Government of 
India for the integrated development of theme-based tourist 
circuits. 

 The scheme aims to promote, develop and harness the potential of 
tourism in India.Under the Swadesh Darshan scheme, the Ministry 
of Tourism provides Central Financial Assistance – CFA to State 
Governments, Union Territory Administrations for the infrastructure 
development of circuits. 

 This scheme is envisioned to synergise with other schemes like 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Skill India, Make in India etc. with the 
idea of positioning the tourism sector as a major engine for job 
creation, the driving force for economic growth, building synergy 
with various sectors to enable tourism to realise its potential. 

 

2. River Cities Alliance 
 

 The River Cities Alliance (RCA) has been launched with the 
objective to provide the member cities with a platform to discuss 
and exchange information on aspects that are vital for sustainable 
management of urban rivers, sharing best practices and 
supporting innovation.  

 The alliance has been launched initially with 30 cities namely 
Dehradun, Rishikesh, Haridwar, Srinagar, Varanasi, Kanpur, 
Prayagraj, Farrukhabad, Mirzapur, Mathura, Bijnor, Ayodhya, 
Patna, Bhagalpur, Begusarai, Munger, Sahibganj, Rajmahal, 
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Howrah, Jangipur, Hugli-Chinsurah, Berhampore, Maheshtala, 
Aurangabad, Chennai, Bhubaneshwar, Hyderabad, Pune, Udaipur 
and Vijayawada. 

 The Alliance is open to all river cities of India. Any river city can 
join the Alliance at any time. 

 State Governments are implementing Action Plans for restoration 
of water quality of the identified polluted river stretches.  

 The implementation is being monitored regularly at State level by 
Chief Secretary of the respective State/UT and at Central level by 
the Central Monitoring Committee under the Chairmanship of 
Secretary, Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

 RCA is envisaged as a facilitatory platform for initiating river-
sensitive planning and development.  

 As cities start to implement the river-sensitive development 
agenda, the River Cities Alliance will support them to learn from 
each other and inspire others to take up progressive action on this 
front. 

 

3. Spituk Gustor Festival 2022 begins in Ladakh 
 

 
 Spituk Gustor, the annual celebrations of Ladakhi culture and 

traditional heritage began on Sunday as the hostile weather 
conditions prevailed in the Union Territory. 

 People thronged the Spituk Monastery to witness the Spituk 
Monastery's yearly enchanting colourful festival of the Monastery.  

 Spituk Monastery is 8 kilometres from Leh. 
 The main attraction of the festival was the colourful mask dance 

locally called chams performed by the monks of the monastery in 
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their best robes depicting different deities such Mahakala (Gobo), 
Paldan Lhamo (Shridevi), 

 White Mahakala, Protector Deity.  
 For the general public to watch, a large Thangka (painting) of Je 

Tsongkhapa, the founder of Gelukspa Sect of Mahayana 
Buddhism was displayed in the courtyard during the festival. 

 

4. Torgya Festival begins at Arunachal’s Tawang Monastery 
 

 
 

 The three-day traditional Torgya Festival of the Monpa community 
of Arunachal Pradesh began at the Tawang Monastery. 

 This year marks a special occasion as it is ‘Dungyur Torgya’ which 
comes after a 3-year gap. 

 One of the main attractions of 1st day Torgya festival is ‘Sha-na 
Cham’- The ritual dance is performed by monks to showcase the 
Choe-gyal Yap & Yum Tsa-munde deity. 

 During the three-day Torgya festival, costumed dances are held in 
the courtyard of the Monastery with the objective of removing evil 
spirits and ushering in all-round prosperity and happiness to the 
people in the ensuing year. 

 The popular dances performed with artists donning colourful 
costumes and masks are the Pha Chan and the Losjker Chungiye 
– the latter being performed by the monks of the monastery. 

 Each dance represents a myth and costumes and masks 
represent animal forms such as cows, tigers, sheep, monkeys and 
so forth.  
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1. NASA plans to retire International Space Station by late 2030 

 

 
 For over two decades, the International Space Station (ISS) has 

been orbiting Earth at a speed of about eight kilometres per 
second, while an international crew of astronauts and cosmonauts 
onboard conducted groundbreaking scientific investigations that 
have thrown open the doors for deep space exploration.  

 Now NASA has announced that the spacecraft will cease 
operations in 2031, after which it will fall out of orbit and plunge 
into the waters of the South Pacific Ocean. 
So how does the ISS work? 

 The International Space Station was the brainchild of former US 
President Ronald Reagan, who in 1984 proposed building a 
permanently inhabited spacecraft in cooperation with a few other 
countries.  

 In 1998, the first piece of the space station, a control module, was 
launched into space on board a Russian rocket. 

 It can support a crew of six people, along with visitors. It also 
houses laboratory modules from the United States, Russia, Japan 
and Europe. 

 Several landmark firsts were recorded onboard the ISS in the last 
two decades.  

Science and Technology 
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 For instance, in 2018, NASA’s Cold Atom Lab became the first 
facility to produce the fifth state of matter, called a Bose-Einstein 
condensate, in space. In 2016, a NASA astronaut was able to 
sequence DNA in space for the first time. 
How will the ISS retire? 

 According to NASA’s budget estimates, the ISS’ re-entry into the 
Earth’s atmosphere will take place in January 2031.  

 Mission control will first lower its altitude, before the spacecraft 
begins its descent into the “South Pacific Oceanic Uninhabited 
Area (SPOUA),” in an area known as Point Nemo. 

 Point Nemo has grown to become a sort of space cemetery, where 
decommissioned space debris is often brought to rest. Located 
about 2,700 km away from any land, it is named after a character 
in Jules Verne’s novel “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea. 

 

2. ISRO to launch Chandrayan-3 in August this year 
 

 
 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will make its third 

venture to the Moon through the Chandrayaan-3 mission in August 
of 2022.  

 The realization of Chandrayaan-3 is in progress, and the mission 
team is making preparations based on the learnings from 
Chandrayaan-2 and suggestions by national-level experts.  

 The mission-related hardware and their tests are successfully 
completed and ISRO is all set to launch Chardrayan-3 in August.  

 Chandrayaan-3 will be a mission repeat of Chandrayaan-2 and will 
include a Lander and Rover similar to that of Chandrayaan-2, but 
will not have an orbiter. 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Also the year 2022 is expected to be quite busy for ISRO as major 
projects such as Gaganyaan and Aditya solar mission are also in 
the pipeline. ISRO will conduct 19 missions till December this year. 

 

 

 
1. FIFTH SCORPENE SUBMARINE ‘VAGIR’ 

 

 
 The fifth submarine of Project 75, Yard 11879, Indian Navy’s 

Kalvari class commenced her sea trials on 01 Feb 22.  
 The submarine was launched in Nov 2020 from the Kanhoji Angre 

Wet Basin of Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). The 
submarine would be named Vagir, after commissioning. 

 MDL has ‘Delivered’ two submarines of the Project – 75 in the year 
2021 and the commencement of sea trials of the fifth submarine is 
a significant milestone. 

 The submarine will now undergo intense trials of all its systems at 
sea, including propulsion systems, weapons and sensors. The 
submarine is scheduled for delivery to the Indian Navy in the year 
2022 after completion of these trials. 

 

 

 

Defence and Security 
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1. Australian Open 2022 | Rafael Nadal lifts title 

 

 
 Rafael Nadal roared back from two sets down to win a titanic five-

set duel with Daniil Medvedev and claim a record 21st Grand Slam 
men’s title in the Australian Open final. 

 The 35-year-old Spaniard edged past his great "Big Three" rivals 
Roger Federer and Novak Djokovic by winning a record 21st 
Grand Slam title. 

 Nadal became only the fourth man to win each of the four Grand 
Slams twice and the third oldest man in the Open Era (since 1970) 
to win a Grand Slam title, behind Ken Rosewall and Federer. 

 Ashleigh Barty won the Women's Singles titles. 
 Ashleigh Barty won the first Australian Open singles title by  an 

Australian in 44 years by defeating Danielle Collins in straight sets 
in the final. 

 

2. Government approves continuation of Scheme of Assistance to 
National Sports Federations 
 

 Strengthening its support for sports in India, the Union 
Government has approved continuation of Scheme of Assistance 
to National Sports Federations (NSFs) with an outlay of Rs. 1575 
crore for XV Finance Commission Cycle (2021-22 to 2025-26).  

Sports news 
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 The Scheme of Assistance to NSFs is the flagship Central Sector 
Scheme. 

 It is the main source of funding for preparation of national teams 
for all major national and international competitions, including the 
Olympic Games, Paralympics, Asian Games, Para Asian Games, 
Commonwealth Games (CWG) and other major international 
tournaments. 

 The outlay in the cycle will therefore be extended to NSFs to train 
and field national teams for national and international competitions 
between 2022 and 2026, prime among them, the Commonwealth 
and Asian Games of 2022, Olympics and Paralympics 2024 and 
Asian and Commonwealth Games in 2026. 

 The financial support extended by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and 
Sports through this Scheme will be used by NSFs to conduct 
national coaching camps, procure sports equipment and 
consumables, provide training of international standards to 
athletes, conduct data analysis on the performance of athletes, 
provide sports science support, provide recovery and rehabilitation 
to athletes with injury, engage foreign coaches and high 
performance directors, as well as to set up a professional 
administrative system within the NSFs. 

 

3. Magnus Carlsen wins the 2022 Tata Steel Chess Tournament for the 
eighth time 
 

 GM Magnus Carlsen secured his eighth victory in Wijk aan Zee 
with a round to spare.  
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 GM Arjun Erigaisi is also certain of victory in the Challengers 
section as the Indian GM is going into the final round with a 1.5-
point lead. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve wins TX2 award for doubling tiger 
population 

 

 The Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu has won the 
prestigious TX2 award for doubling the tiger population since 
2010.  

 Bardia National Park, Nepal, was also jointly conferred the award, 
for doubling its population of wild tigers. 
TX2 Tiger Conservation Award 

 The TX2 Tiger Conservation Award is given away by Conservation 
Assured | Tiger Standards (CA|TS), Fauna & Flora International, 
Global Tiger Forum, IUCN Integrated Tiger Habitat Conservation 
Programme, Panthera, UNDP Lion’s Share, Wildlife Conservation 
Society, and World Wide Fund For Nature’s (WWF’s) Tigers Alive 
Initiative.  

 It was launched with the objective to recognize and celebrate 
significant progress made towards tiger recovery since 2010.  
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve (STR) 

 Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve falls in the revenue districts of 
Erode.  

Awards 
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 The reserve is also located close to the Erode forest division, 
Coimbatore forest division, and Malai Mahadeshwara Wildlife 
Sanctuary, the emerging tiger hotspots. 

 

2. PR Sreejesh becomes first Indian man to win World Games Athlete 
of the Year Award 
 

 
 Veteran Indian hockey goalkeeper PR Srejeesh, who was part of 

the men's team that claimed a bronze medal in the Tokyo 
Olympics, won the prestigious World Games Athlete of the Year 
for his 2021 performances, becoming only the second Indian to 
receive the accolade. 

 Sreejesh became the first man and second hockey player to win 
the award, following in the footsteps of compatriot and India 
women's captain Rani, who took the 2019 prize, the FIH said in a 
release on Monday. 
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1. Kiran Bedi’s new book released 
 

 
 Based on the ground-realities of nearly five years of service as the 

24th Lt Governor of Puducherry, Kiran Bedi has penned down her 
journey of governance in the book ‘Fearless Governance’.  

 It was launched by Indra Nooyi (former chairperson & CEO of 
PepsiCo) and Prof Debashis Chatterjee (director, IIM Kozhikode). 

 Fearless Governance is a blueprint for good and effective 
governance. The leadership practices cut across public and private 
sectors. 

 The book captures Bedi’s ‘fearless’ moments, administrative 
acumen and innovative initiatives in Puducherry.  

 Published by Diamond Books, the title will be translated in all 
major Indian languages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books and Authors 
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1. Anti-Leprosy Day 

 

 
 In India, Anti Leprosy Day is observed on 30th January every 

year.  
 30th January is Mahatma Gandhi's martyrdom day. He was deeply 

committed to the cause of leprosy-affected persons.  
 Leprosy is also one of the neglected tropical diseases.  
 National Leprosy Eradication Programme is a centrally sponsored 

scheme. Its vision is “Leprosy-free India”. Under this, action is 
taken for early case detection, complete treatment of detected 
cases and to contain the onset of disease in close contacts. 

 Other initiatives under the programme include leprosy awareness 
campaigns and services for Disability Prevention and Medical 
Rehabilitation such as provision of Microcellular Rubber footwear, 
Aids & Appliances and self-care kits.  

 Under the programme, Reconstructive Surgeries are conducted 
and welfare allowance is paid to each patient undergoing 
Reconstructive Surgeries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Important days 
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2. World Wetlands Day  
 

 The Union Environment Minister spoke at the national level 
celebration of World Wetlands day 2022 held at Sultanpur National 
Park, a Ramsar site of Haryana. 
Background 

 World Wetlands Day is observed every year on February 2nd all 
over the world.  

 It is celebrated to raise global awareness about the vital role of 
wetlands for people and our planet.  

 This day also marks the date of the adoption of the Convention on 
Wetlands on February 2, 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar.  

 This year’s theme of World Wetlands Day is “Wetlands Action for 
People and Nature”, which highlights the importance of actions to 
ensure the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands for 
humans and planetary            health. 
Details 

 Two new Ramsar sites (Wetlands of International Importance), 
Khijadia Wildlife Sanctuary in Gujarat and Bakhira Wildlife 
Sanctuary in U.P were also announced on the occasion. 

 India now has a network of 49 Ramsar sites covering an area of 
10,93,636 hectares, the highest in South Asia.  Bakhira Wildlife 
Sanctuary in UP provides a safe wintering and staging ground for 
a large number of species of the Central Asian Flyway. 

 Khijadia Wildlife Sanctuary is a coastal wetland with rich avifaunal 
diversity providing a safe habitat to endangered and vulnerable 
species. 
Other initiative 

 On the occasion, "National Wetland Decadal Change Atlas” 
prepared by the Space Applications Centre (SAC), Ahmedabad 
was also released highlighting the changes which have happened 
in Wetlands across the country in the past decade.  

 The original Atlas was released by SAC in 2011 and has over the 
years been used extensively by all the State Governments also in 
their planning processes.   

 

3. Martyrs' Day or Shaheed Diwas 
 

 The Martyrs’ Day is celebrated on January 30, the death 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The second most popular 
Martyrs’ Day is on March 23, the day when Bhagat Singh, Rajguru 
and Sukhdev were hanged in 1931. 
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 After India became independent in 1947, Gandhi continued to 
promote peace and brotherhood In the nation and carried on his 
work to preach nonviolence as a means towards political and 
social progress. 

 This earned him the title of ‘Father of the Nation’ and he became 
famous for his peaceful policies across the world. He had led 
several agitations which helped India achieve independence. 

 On January 30, 1948, he was assassinated by Nathuram Godse 
during the evening prayers at Gandhi Smriti at the Birla House. 

 The day was then declared as Shaheed Diwas by the central 
government. 

 

4. World Cancer Day 2022 
 

 World Cancer Day is celebrated every year on February 4.  
 It is a global uniting initiative led by the Union for International 

Cancer Control (UICC). Cancer is the second leading cause of 
death globally.  

 It can occur at any age and if not detected at the right time and is 
not treated, it can increase the risk of death. 

 World Cancer Day aims to prevent millions of deaths each year by 
raising awareness and education about cancer and pressing 
governments and individuals across the world to take action 
against the disease. 

 Recent studies estimate about one out of six people worldwide die 
from cancer, which is more than HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and 
malaria combined. Hence, to raise the awareness of cancer and 
encourage its prevention, World Cancer Day is observed annually 
on February 4 as an international event. 
World Cancer Day 2022 theme: 

 The theme of World Cancer Day 2022 is ‘Close the Care Gap’. 
The main aim of the initiative is to motivate reform and inspire 
action, even after World Cancer Day. 
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1. PM condoles the passing away of noted educationist Baba Iqbal 
Singh Ji 
 

 
 Iqbal Singh Kingra (1 May 1926 – 29 January 2022) was an Indian 

socio-spiritual leader of the Sikh community.  
 He was the Founder President of The Kalgidhar Trust, The 

Kalgidhar Society and Baru Sahib.  
 He was considered to be one of the most influential Sikhs in the 

world. 
 He was awarded the Sikh Lifetime Achievement Award in 2016. In 

2018 he was bestowed with Shiromani Panth Rattan (precious 
jewel of the Sikh community) by Takht Sri Harmandir Ji Patna 
Sahib.  

 In 2022, he was conferred with the Padma Shri by the Government 
Of India for his contributions in the field of social work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Obituaries 
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1. Rules to be simplified for housing in Karnataka, says CM Bommai 
 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that the state 
government will simplify rules to provide houses and sites for the 
poor. 

 Speaking after distributing temporary title deeds for the eligible 
beneficiaries under the Chief Minister’s 1-lakh multi-storey 
Bengaluru housing scheme, Bommai said revenue sites without 
basic amenities would come up rampantly if layouts are not 
developed in accordance with legal provisions.  

 The government would simplify the laws to enable the poor to own 
sites and houses.  

 Bommai also instructed the officials to prepare a plan to build a 
satellite township for the poor with all civic amenities. 

 

2. Bengaluru Rural first to achieve 100% vaccine coverage 
 

 Bengaluru Rural has become the first district in Karnataka to 
achieve 100% second dose coverage. Eleven districts have 
achieved over 90% second dose coverage in the state so far. 

 The district has a population of 8.19 lakh and till now, it has 
administered 8,19,188 second doses.  

 Although Bangalore Urban district on December 23 achieved 
100% second dose coverage, it was excluding the BBMP area. 

 We have 140 Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANMs) and 150 staff 
nurses who act as vaccinators. The 100% second dose coverage 
was made possible because of them and support from the district 
administration who deployed more staff when needed when 
vaccination camps were held. 

 Also, cold-calling beneficiaries helped as many had taken their first 
dose in other states or other districts of the state. “We have called 
every beneficiary asking if they are partially or fully vaccinated, and 
have updated our database with the information. This helped in 
100% second dose coverage. 
 

 

State News 
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3. River linking: Won't agree until water share is final, says Bommai 
 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that Karnataka will stick to 
its stand that peninsular rivers should not be interlinked before the 
state's share of waters is finalised.   

 Bommai said this after Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
announced in the Budget 2022-23 that draft detailed project 
reports (DPR) of five river links namely Damanganga-Pinjal, Par-
Tapi-Narmada, Godavari-Krishna, Krishna-Pennar and Pennar-
Cauvery have been finalized.  

 Implementation will be done once a consensus is reached among 
the beneficiary states.  

 Of these, the Godavari-Krishna, Krishna-Pennar and Pennar-
Cauvery river linking projects concern Karnataka. 

 While preparing the DPRs, Karnataka’s share should be decided 
properly. Under the UPA, our share had reduced and we objected. 
Now, till our share is finalized, we don't want the DPRs to be 
ready," Bommai said.  

 Karnataka’s share has to go up in Krishna, Cauvery and Pennar. 
Based on our need and the amount of water generated in our area, 
we've made our arguments. That's our stand," he said.  

 

4. Hoysala temples nominated for World Heritage Sites list 
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 The Hoysala temples in Belur and Halebeedu in Hassan district 
and Somanathapura in Mysuru district have been finalized by the 
Union Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 
as India’s nominations to the list of UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Sites in the world, for the year of 2022-23.  

 The 'Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala' have been on the 
UNESCO’s Tentative list since 15th April 2014. These temples 
represent one of the highest points of human creative genius and 
stand testimony to the rich historical and cultural heritage of our 
country. 

 If the Hoysala temples attain this status, these monuments will be 
fourth on the state’s list of World Heritage Sites.  

 The other three include the Hampi Monuments of Vijayanagara, 
Pattadakal Temples complex of the Chalukyan era and the 
Western Ghats.  
What is a World Heritage Site?  

 A world heritage site can be either cultural or natural areas or 
objects which are inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List for 
having “outstanding universal value”.  

 These sites are usually considered to have cultural significance to 
all the people in the world, including generations to come. 
Hoysala temples in Belur and Halebeedu 

 Belur and Halebid are the best known temples of the Hoysala 
dynasty. The Belur and Halebid temples give a glimpse of Hindu 
temple art at its glorious best of the 16th century.  

 They are famous for their carvings and splendid architecture. The 
Hoysalas improved on the Chalukyan style of architecture by 
building extremely ornate temples in many parts of Karnataka 
noted for the sculptures in the walls, ceilings, curved pillars and 
many more. They followed Dravidian style, vesara style of 
architecture. 

 The founder of this dynasty, prince "Sala" fought with a tiger single 
handed.   

 In the 14th century, Halebidu was plundered by northern invaders 
of the Delhi Sultanate, which resulted in its ruin and neglect. 
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Nimhans to head national tele-mental health programme 

 A national tele mental health programme will be launched to 
provide better access to quality mental health counselling, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced in the budget. 

 This will include a network of 23 tele-mental health centres of 
excellence (CoEs), with Bengaluru’s Nimhans being the nodal 
centre and International Institute of Information Technology-
Bangalore (IIIT-B) providing technology support. 

 Since March 28, 2020, (four days after the first 21-day national 
lockdown was imposed), Nimhans has provided more than six lakh 
tele mental health consultations on its toll free number 080-
46110007. 

 The Karnataka Mental Healthcare Management System or e-
Manas, which is being used in the state, will eventually be used in 
these 23 CoEs too. 

 It maintains medical records, advanced directives and details of 
nominated representatives of patients, apart from a registry of 
mental health facilities and professionals and is linked to the 
mental health review board to address grievances. 

 As a nodal centre, it will be working with all the 23 CoEs. These 
are 23 departments of psychiatry which the union government has 
recognised as CoEs.  

 They will form the resource pool to train counsellors, for each state 
to run the 24/7 helpline. 

 They will monitor them, identify sites for the helpline and will also 
do operational research to see how well it’s working and what 
changes are needed in the rollout of this programme. 

 Counsellors will identify people with severe problems and 
emergency cases who immediately need to be referred to a 
specialised centre. 

 The CoE specialist will attend to calls that need immediate 
attention and advise patients on where to go. 

 Nimhans’ role is to conceptualise the programme, develop the 
training content, train the counsellors of CoEs and monitor the 
programme. 
In 13 languages  

 Nimhans associate professor said that the toll free number finds a 
mention in the health ministry’s website, the CoWIN portal and the 
counselling is available in 13 languages. 

 More than 650 doctors, psychologists, psychiatrists, social 
workers, counsellors and psychiatric nurses working in 
government hospitals across India (25 from Nimhans) are involved 
in the helpline. 
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5. Karnataka govt to form Chief Secretary-led committee to get 
approvals from forest department 
 

 Aimed at obtaining necessary approvals from the Forest 
Department for various developmental works, the state 
government resolved to form a high-level committee headed by the 
Chief Secretary. 

 Along with the Chief Secretary, the committee will include 
Additional Chief Secretary, Forest, Environment and Ecology, 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Deputy Conservator of 
Forests and other district-level officials.  

 The committee is expected to grant approvals to the project within 
a stipulated time. 

 Referring to a study carried out by the ISEC (Institute for Social 
and Economic Change) CM Bommai told officials to evaluate the 
extent of environmental degradation in the last five years and hold 
programmes to reclaim such degraded patches of land based on 
the ISEC report.  

 Environment and Economy must go hand-in-hand and supplement 
each other. We need to plan for an environment focussed budget. 

 Afforestation has several benefits, which will improve soil fertility 
and enhance the green cover.  

 The agroforestry will spur non-agricultural activities besides 
ensuring fodder and food for people as well as the livestock. We 
can make use of grants under the watershed development 
programme to meet this target. 

 Bommai also directed the officials to speed up rail barrier fencing 
along the forest areas to prevent man-animal conflict. 

 

6. Karnataka government reserves Janaspandana helpline for 
complaints 
 

 The government has decided to keep its flagship 1902 
Janaspandana helpline only for the purpose of receiving 
complaints on schemes and services, while all other calls seeking 
information will be routed to the respective departments. 

 This has been specified in a circular issued by the government 
after discovering that the functions of the 1902 helpline is 
overlapping with those being operated by individual departments. 

 The integrated public grievance redressal system (IPGRS), known 
as Janaspandana, is positioned as a one-stop-shop for citizens to 
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raise complaints on any government scheme or service by dialling 
1902. The helpline became operational in September 2021. 

 First announced in July 2018, the IPGRS covers 600 schemes and 
services provided by the government. 

 Each grievance raised by a citizen is mapped to a specific last mile 
functionary (LMF) of the respective department for that particular 
scheme or service. 

 Also, if the citizen is unhappy with the resolution, then two levels of 
officers will examine the grievance and resolve it within a 
timeframe. 

 

7. Disaster response training centre to be named after Subhash 
Chandra Bose 
 

 The state government will establish a disaster response training 
centre which will be named after freedom fighter Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose, Home Minister Araga Jnanendra said. 

 State plans to set up a training centre named after Bose on a 20-
acre space belonging to the state fire force in Doddaballapur. 

 

8. Hijab row: Karnataka HC to hear petitions 
 

 The High Court of Karnataka has posted to February 8, 2022, the 
hearing on the petitions filed by the students of Government Pre-
University College for Girls in Udupi district seeking directions for 
permitting Muslim girls to attend the classes wearing hijab (head 
scarf).  

 The petitioners claimed that the school authorities insisted they 
remove the head scarf, which they wear over the college uniform.  

 The petitioners said they faced discrimination in their classes and 
several teaching staff asked them to stand outside the class as 
punishment.  

 On December 28, 2021 they were not allowed to enter the 
premises wearing hijab.  

 The other petition was filed by an individual student, seeking 
declaration that wearing a hijab (head scarf) is a fundamental right 
guaranteed under Article 14 and 25 of the Constitution. 

 The petition said that wearing hijab is an essential practice in 
Islam.  

 The petitioners have prayed the court to issue necessary 
directions not to interfere with their fundamental right.  
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9. Republic Day parade: Karnataka's tableau bags second prize 
 

 
 Karnataka’s tableau has been adjudged as the second best among 

12 states and Union territories which participated in the Republic 
Day parade on January 26, 2022. 

 ‘Karnataka: The Cradle of Traditional Handicrafts’ tableau stole the 
show with an eye-catching depiction of the land’s cultural icons 
during the parade. 

 The tableau of Uttar Pradesh on the theme ‘One district one 
product and Kashi Vishwanath Dham’ was adjudged the first best 
and the Indian Navy’s marching contingent topped among the 
three services. 
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