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1. ICRISAT’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 
 The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 

(ICRISAT) has marked the start of its 50th anniversary celebrations with an 
official visit by the Honorable Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi, to 
its global headquarters in Hyderabad, India. 

 India has hosted the leading international Institute since its inception on 28th 
March 1972, as part of a global institutional framework to share scientific 
breakthroughs and innovations that help overcome poverty, malnutrition and 
environmental degradation in the harshest dryland regions of the world. 

 The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 
(ICRISAT) is an international organization which conducts agricultural 
research for rural development, headquartered in Patancheru (Hyderabad, 
Telangana, India) with several regional centers (Bamako (Mali), Nairobi 
(Kenya) and research stations (Niamey (Niger), Kano (Nigeria), Lilongwe 
(Malawi), Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Bulawayo (Zimbabwe).  

 It was founded in 1972 by a consortium of organisations convened by the 
Ford and the Rockefeller foundations.  

 Its charter was signed by the FAO and the UNDP. 

 

2. Lakadong Turmeric 

 
 West Jaintia Hills today witnessed the first-of-its-kind Fly-Off Event to 

demonstrate the use of novel and innovative Drone/UAV technology for 
payload delivery that could serve as a model of solving the 1st mile 
connectivity issues for Lakadong Turmeric farmers from the hinterland. 

 Lakadong Turmeric has been identified under The One District, One Product 
(ODOP) Initiative under the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, as a product with excellent potential for growth and export for West 
Jaintia Hills.  

 ODOP partnered with AGNIi Mission, one of the nine technology missions 
under the Prime Minister's Science, Technology and Innovation Advisory 
Council to identify Indian innovative technologies that can play a 
transformative role in the end-to-end processing of Lakadong Turmeric, 
starting with leveraging payload drones (UAVs) to transport the turmeric in 
large quantities. 

 It may be noted that the Lakadong Turmeric from West Jaintia Hills, 
Meghalaya, one of the world’s finest turmeric varieties with the highest 
curcumin content of 7-9% (in comparison to 3% or less in other varieties), is 
fast becoming a game changer in the economy of the district.  

 The State of Meghalaya has applied for a Geographical Indication tag for 
Lakadong turmeric.  

 The percentage of curcumin and oleoresin content in turmeric determines the 
demand by the industry along with the price.  

 Economy 
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 India is the largest producer and exporter of turmeric (APEDA, 2019). India 
exported US$ 236.5 million worth of turmeric in 2018 from US$ 182.53 million 
in 2017. Turmeric is a positive crop; it improves health and is not water 
guzzling.  

 India produces 78 per cent of the world’s turmeric, as per a reply given by the 
Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar in the 
Rajya Sabha on March 12, 2021.  

 

3. Power Minister Launches Powerthon-2022 for Enabling 
Advanced Technology in Power Distribution 

 
 Union Minister for Power and MNRE Shri R K Singh virtually launched today 

Powerthon-2022, a hackathon competition under RDSS to find technology 
driven solutions to solve the complex problems in power distribution and to 
ensure quality and reliable power supply. 

 This program is much  needed in the power sector. We will have a standing 
body and this innovation will be open and  an ongoing scheme.  

 Technologists were encouraged to come forward not only with solutions to 
existing problems but also with other  problem statements and ideas for 
reliable power supply.  

 The ideas and concepts  will be rewarded  with a licence and development of 
prototypes will also be fostered. 

 The competition will bring together qualified mentors with TSPs, innovators, 
and other participants from across the nation to create teams that hack for the 
future and develop solutions which contribute to creating a much more vibrant 
and efficient electricity network. 

 RDSS (Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme) is a Reform-based and 
Result-linked Scheme introduced by the Ministry of Power and the key 
objectives of RDSS are Reducing AT&C losses to 12-15%, eliminating the 
ACOS-ARR gap by 2024-25 and improving the quality & reliability of the 
power supply to build a robust power sector which can amplify the 
development opportunities in the nation’s quest for a thriving economy.   

 RDSS has 2 major components, of which  
o Part A is Strengthening & Upgradation of Distribution infrastructure 

under which Smart prepaid metering, Communicable feeders for DTs & 
Unified software are of focus.  

o This Scheme also lays special emphasis on using Advanced tech to 
analyze data generated through IT/OT devices to Increase operational 
efficiency & financial sustainability of DISCOMs. 
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4. Idea Database 

 
 Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shri Narendra Singh 

Tomar in a written reply in Lok Sabha informed about the Farmers' Database 
(Agristack). 

 The Department has commenced the work of creating various agricultural 
services built around a core layer of Farmers’ Database (Agristack) in the 
country.  

 In order to create Agristack, the department is in the process of finalising the 
“India Digital Ecosystem of Agriculture (IDEA)” which lays down a framework 
for building Agristacks.  

 This Ecosystem shall help the Government in effective planning towards 
increasing the income of farmers in particular and improving the efficiency of 
the Agriculture sector, as a whole.  

 As a first step in this direction, the Government has already initiated building a 
federated farmers’ database that would serve as the core of the envisaged 
Agristack.  

 The federated farmers’ database is being built by taking the publicly available 
data as existing in the Department and in various data silos in Government 
and linking them with the digitised land records.  

 At present, the proposed farmers’ database will include the farmers registered 
under the PM-Kisan Scheme. 

 

5. Surat to get India’s 1st bullet train station 

 

 
 Surat is set to have its own swanky bullet train station. Union Minister of State 

for Railways Darshana Jardosh tweeted a graphical illustration of the railway 
station that is scheduled to be completed by December 2024. 

 The bullet train station will be the first one built along the Mumbai-Ahmedabad 
route. 

 The Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project will be the country's first bullet 
train route. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 The National High-Speed Rail Corporation Ltd (NHSRCL) has taken the 
responsibility for constructing the project. 

 Of the 508.17-kilometre Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train project, 155.76 km is 
in Maharashtra, 384.04 km in Gujarat and 4.3 km in Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

 Apart from Surat, work on three more stations-Vapi, Bilimora and Bharuch 
have been accelerated and all four stations will be ready by December 2024. 

 The cost of the project is estimated to be more than ₹1 lakh crore of which 
₹88,000 crore will be funded by the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA). 

 

6. ReNew Power commissions Gujarat’s first wind-solar 
hybrid project 

 

 
 ReNew Power, NASDAQ-listed Indian renewable energy company, has 

announced that it had set up Gujarat’s first wind-solar hybrid project at the 
Chlor-Alkali unit of Grasim Industries Limited in the Bharuch district.  

 The first phase of the hybrid project, with 17.6 MW commercial-scale wind-
solar, commenced operations last week and is expected to generate 80 
million units of renewable energy every year, mitigating 75,000 tCO2e (carbon 
emissions) annually.  

 The project is being developed by ReNew Green Solutions (RGS), the B2B 
arm of ReNew Power.  

 ReNew will supply power for the Bharuch plant, via an Open Access 
mechanism, under a 25-year power purchase agreement with Grasim.  

 Once both phases are commissioned, the combined capacity of 34.28 MW is 
expected to generate a total of approximately 160 million units of renewable 
electricity annually, mitigating a cumulative 150,000 tCO2e (carbon emission) 
a year.  
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7. Sunset Clause 

 
 Revenue Secretary Tarun Bajaj has exhorted Indian industry to speed up new 

investment in manufacturing as the concessional tax rate of 15 percent has 
been extended by a year till 2024 in the Union Budget.  

 There is a sunset clause on the special dispensation of concessional 15 
percent tax on companies setting up greenfield manufacturing facilities and 
therefore the government encourages businesses to set up before the sunset 
date. 

 He also shared the optimism about the tax buoyancy as the economy is on 
the path to recovery.  

 He also said that the new Corporate Tax regime is settling down as more and 
more companies are exhausting their exemptions and moving towards the 
lower rate of 22 percent. 

 

8. India’s first biomass-based hydrogen plant coming up in 
Madhya Pradesh 

 

 
 The country’s first commercial-scale biomass-based hydrogen plant is coming 

up in the Khandwa district of Madhya Pradesh.  
 The plant will produce a tonne of hydrogen per day, from 30 tonnes of 

biomass feedstock. It will also produce biochar and methane.  
 The plant is being put up by a joint venture of Watomo Energies Ltd and 

Biezel Green Energy with an investment of ₹24 crore.  
 Watomo Energies, headquartered in Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh; Biezel Green is 

a company promoted by Prof Preetam Singh, who teaches at the IIT BHU.  
Biezel Green is the technology partner.  

 The company owns the technology for a ‘thermally accelerated anaerobic 
digestion (TAD) reactor’ that can produce hydrogen, methane and biochar 
from biomass.  
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9. Tulip Mania 

 
 A week after budget 2022-23 proposed 30 per cent tax on gains made from 

cryptocurrency trades, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta Das 
termed it as a threat to macroeconomic and financial stability.  

 Announcing the bi-monthly monetary policy outcome, Das cautioned investors 
by invoking the 17th century 'tulip mania' - which is widely considered to be 
the first financial bubble. 

 The RBI governor said that investors must remember that cryptocurrencies 
have no underlying, not even a tulip. 

 The central bank has always maintained a strong stance against private 
digital currencies. It had banned the banking system from aiding such trades, 
which was struck down by the Supreme Court in 2020. 
What is 'tulip mania' 

 The tulip mania of the 17th century is often cited as a classic example of a 
financial bubble where the price of something goes up, not due to its intrinsic 
value but because of speculators wanting to make a profit by selling a bulb of 
the exotic flower. 

 It is also known as the Dutch tulip market bubble and occurred in Holland 
during the early to mid 1600s. It was one of the most famous market bubbles 
and crashes of all times. 

 Speculations drove up the value of tulip bulbs and they traded for an 
extensively higher price. 

 In today's context, it serves as a parable for the pitfalls that excessive 
speculation can lead to. 

 Cryptocurrencies are said to originate or 'mined' using complex algorithms 
built on the blockchain platform but critics say it lacks the 'value' of legal 
tender whose supply is regulated. 

 After getting mined by running a programme, units of cryptocurrencies are 
traded in the secondary markets where their value has been very volatile. 

 Hence, the RBI governor used this parable to caution the investors. 

 

10. Rise in collections from capital gains tax levy 

 
 In an almost 10-fold increase in tax collections from stock markets, the 

government is expecting to collect Rs 60,000-80,000 crore this financial year 
as a tax on capital gains in the stock markets as against Rs 6,000-8,000 crore 
in the previous fiscal.  

 The government is estimating a “good amount” from the tax levy on capital 
gains despite a low tax rate for long-term and short-term. 
Capital gains tax 

 Under the Income Tax Act, gains from the sale of capital assets, both 
movable and immovable, are subject to ‘capital gains tax’. Movable personal 
assets such as cars, apparel, furniture are excluded from this tax. 

 In the Budget for 2018-19, the government had introduced a tax for long term 
capital gains exceeding Rs 1 lakh at the rate of 10 per cent without allowing 
the benefit of any indexation but grandfathered gains till January 31, 2018. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Equity shares or units of equity-oriented mutual funds held for more than 12 
months are considered long-term, while house property held for 24 months is 
considered a long-term capital asset. 

 Short-term capital gains are chargeable to tax at normal slab rates applicable 
to the taxpayer, except where such gain is arising from the sale of equity 
shares in a company or units of equity-oriented mutual fund or unit of a 
business trust (where STT has been paid), which attracts a tax of 15 per cent, 
while long-term capital gains in excess of Rs 1 lakh for equity is taxed at 10 
per cent.  

 The Budget for 2022-23 has introduced a capping of surcharge at 15 per cent 
for long-term capital gains on all types of assets irrespective of the capital 
gain.  

 At present, the surcharge is capped at 15 per cent only for long-term capital 
gains on listed equity shares or a unit of an equity-oriented mutual fund or a 
unit of a business trust and other long-term capital gains are subject to a 
graded surcharge which goes up to 37 per cent. 

 

 

 

 

1. Nation remembers Revolutionary Sachindra Nath Sanyal 
on his 80th death anniversary 

 

 
 
 

History 
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 The Nation is remembering Revolutionary Sachindra Nath Sanyal on his 80th 
death anniversary.  

 He was the founder of the Hindustan Republican Association, also known as 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. It was created to carry out armed 
resistance against the British Empire in India. 

 Sachindra Nath Sanyal was a mentor for revolutionaries like Chandrasekhar 
Azad and  Bhagat Singh.  

 He along with Rashbehari Bose attacked Viceroy Hardinge and injured him 
while he was entering the new capital of Delhi. 

 Sanyal was closely involved in the plans for the Ghadar Conspiracy. He was 
sentenced to life for his involvement in the conspiracy and was imprisoned at 
Cellular Jail. 

 He was also jailed by the British for his involvement in the Kakori Conspiracy.  
 Sachindra Nath Sanyal died in Gorakhpur Jail on 7th February 1942. 

 

2. PM Modi pays obeisances to Madhwacharya on occasion 
of Madhwa Navami 
 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid his obeisances to Madhwacharya 

on the occasion of Madhwa Navami. In a tweet, Mr Modi said, his noble 
message of spiritual and social upliftment will keep inspiring generations. He 
has also shared a video of his speech which he delivered on the occasion of 
the 7th Centenary Celebrations of Jagadguru Madhvacharya, in February 
2017. 

 Madhvacharya, sometimes anglicised as Madhva Acharya, and also known 
as Purna Prajna and Ānanda Tīrtha, was a Hindu philosopher and the chief 
proponent of the Dvaita (dualism) school of Vedanta. 

 Madhva called his philosophy Tattvavāda meaning "arguments from a realist 
viewpoint". 

 His Vaishnavism is called Sad-Vaishnavism in order to distinguish it from the 
Sri-Vaishnavism of Ramanujacharya.  

 According to his philosophy, the Supreme Being is Vishnu or Narayana. This 
universe is real and is not Mithya or an illusion.  

http://www.credenceias.com/
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1. Motion of Thanks 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will reply to the debate on the Motion of Thanks 

to the President’s address in the Lok Sabha in the ongoing Budget Session of 
Parliament.  

 The Budget Session began with President Ram Nath Kovind’s address to 
both Houses of Parliament assembled together at Central Hall on 31st of 
January. 

 The debate on the motion of thanks on the President’s address began on 2nd 
of February in the Lok Sabha and  the Rajya Sabha. 

 Article 87 of the constitution provides two instances when the President 
specially addresses both Houses of Parliament. The President of India 
addresses both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha at the beginning of the 
first Session after each general election when the reconstituted lower house 
meets for the first time. The President also addresses both houses at the 
beginning of the first session of each year. 

 Motion of Thanks is a motion in the Indian Parliament which follows the 
address of the President of India to the joint sitting of Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha at the commencement of the first session of a new Lok Sabha and first 
session of every year.  

 This motion must be passed in both of the houses. A failure to get a motion of 
thanks passed (which may happen rarely) amounts to defeat of government 
and leads to collapse of government.  

 This is why the Motion of Thanks is deemed to be a no-confidence motion. 

 

2. One-third of ₹10990 crore in PM CARES fund spent: '20-'21 
audit 

 
 The PM CARES Fund collected ₹10,990 crore since its inception in March 

2020 until March 2021.  
 It spent ₹3,976 crore during the 2020-21 financial year, according to the 

audited financial statement posted on its website.  
 As on March 31, 2021, the Fund had an unspent balance of ₹7,044 crore. 
 The Fund was set up to deal with “any kind of emergency or distress situation, 

like posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, and to provide relief to the affected.”  
 During the year, funds were disbursed for COVID vaccine purchase and 

testing, ventilators, hospitals, testing labs, oxygen generation plants and 
migrant welfare.  

 Despite an earlier announcement that ₹100 crore would be spent on 
supporting vaccine development, no such disbursal seems to have been 
done. 

 The Fund was established on March 27, 2020. 
 
 

 

Polity and Governance 
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3. Govt. issues new media accreditation guidelines 

 
 The Central government released the Central Media Accreditation Guidelines-

2022.  
 Under this the accreditation will be withdrawn or suspended if a journalist acts 

in a manner prejudicial to the country’s security, sovereignty and integrity, 
friendly relations with foreign States, public order or is charged with a serious 
cognisable offence. 

 Among the other circumstances under which the accreditation can be 
withdrawn/suspended are actions prejudicial to decency, or morality, or in 
relation to contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence. 

 Accredited media persons have been prohibited from using the words 
“Accredited to the government of India” on public/social media profiles, visiting 
cards, letter heads or on any other form or any published work. 

 In the case of digital news publishers, the general terms of accreditation 
would apply. News aggregators will not be considered.  

 The digital news publishers applying for accreditation should have furnished 
requisite information to the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting under 
Rule 18 of the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code), Rules, 2021, and have not violated the rules. 

 The website should have continuously operated for at least one year. The 
Editor of the news portal should be an Indian national.  

 The website should have a registered office in India and the correspondents 
should be based in Delhi or the National Capital Region. 

 

4. West Bengal’s ‘Paray Shikshalaya’, an open-air classroom 
initiative 

 
 The West Bengal government on February 7 launched ‘Paray Shikshalaya’ – 

an open-air classroom in the neighbourhood programme – for students from 
class 1 to 7.  

 The aim of this initiative is to encourage students who dropped out of schools 
during the Covid-19 pandemic to continue their education. 

 Initially, the initiative was meant for primary school students (1 to 5). However, 
students in classes 6 and 7 were also included as physical classes in schools 
did not reopen for them.  

 Students are being called in batches. Arrangements for mid-day meals have 
also been made for the students taking neighbourhood classes. 
Where were these classes held? 

 Schools which do not have open-air spaces conducted the classes in 
neighbourhood parks and grounds. Local councilors and MLAs helped set up 
infrastructure in such parks like putting up makeshift shades and chairs, 
besides making mid-day meal arrangements for the students. Schools which 
have open-air spaces held the classes there.  
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5. National Single Window System 

 
 In a historic achievement, Jammu & Kashmir became the first Union Territory 

to be onboarded the National Single Window System (NSWS). This marks a 
major leap in Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) in the Union Territory. 

 Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha launched the J&K Single Window 
Clearance System integrated with NSWS. 

 NSWS is linked with the India Industrial Land Bank (IILB) which hosts 45 
industrial parks of J&K. This will help Investors to discover available land 
parcels in J&K. 

 The NSWS, a 2020 budgetary announcement of the Government of India, is a 
digital platform that serves as a guide for investors to identify and to apply for 
approvals as per their business requirements.  

 The platform was soft launched in September 2021 by the Union Minister for 
Commerce and Industry, Textiles and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public 
Distribution, Shri Piyush Goyal.  

 NSWS will eliminate the need for investors to visit multiple platforms/offices to 
gather information and obtain clearances from different stakeholders. 

 Twenty Ministries / Departments have been integrated on NSWS including 
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Health & Family 
Welfare amongst others. Currently 142 central approvals can be applied for 
through the NSWS portal. 

 14 States/UTs onboarded on NSWS include Andhra Pradesh, Goa, Gujarat, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and 
Uttarakhand. 

 The Know Your Approval (KYA) module on NSWS guides investors to identify 
approvals required for their business based on a dynamic intuitive 
questionnaire. Currently, the module hosts more than 3,000 approvals across 
the Centre & States. 

 

6. Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurates “Innovations 
in Public Administration” programme  
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 Union Minister of Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Dr Jitendra Singh 
inaugurated the “Innovations in Public Administration” program of the 
Capacity Building Commission (CBC) of Mission Karmayogi to identify 
successful innovations in public service pioneered by civil servants.  

 These will serve as case studies for capacity building of present and future 
civil servants.  

 The CBC Knowledge Repository will be created to be accessed by all to scale 
up successful innovations in the whole country. 

 The event marked the launch of the portal, which would be open from 
February 4th to March 5th for government employees to share innovations 
undertaken by them.  

 Capacity Building Commission invites all Government Employees to share 
their successful innovations at https://innovateindia.mygov.in/cbc-inviting-
innovations.  

 Selected Innovators will have the opportunity to showcase their leadership, 
creativity and initiatives to enhance governance and public service delivery in 
the Annual Health of Civil Services Report. 
Mission Karmayogi 

 
 Mission Karmayogi aims to prepare Indian civil servants for the future by 

making them more creative, constructive, imaginative, innovative, proactive, 
professional, progressive, energetic, enabling, transparent and technology-
enabled. 

 The Karmayogi programme will be delivered by setting up a digital platform 
called iGOTKarmayogi.  

 Empowered with specific role-competencies, a civil servant will be able to 
ensure efficient service delivery of the highest quality standards. 
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7. Govt decides to continue the Scheme of Rashtriya Yuva 
Sashaktikaran Karyakram for another 5 years 

 
 The Central Government has decided to continue the Scheme of Rashtriya 

Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram, RYSK for another five years from 2021 -22 to 
2025-26 with an outlay of over 2,710 crore rupees.  

 The decision was taken with a view to achieving the objectives of developing 
the personality and leadership qualities of the youth and to engage them in 
nation building activities. 

  The Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram Scheme is the flagship 
Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports.  

 The Scheme beneficiaries are the youth in the age-group of 15 to 29 years, in 
line with the definition of ‘youth’ in the National Youth Policy, 2014. 

  The RYSK Scheme programme includes Skilling and Handholding-Atma 
Nirbhar Bharat, Combating COVID-19, Mass Awakening and Action 
Campaign, Establishing Disaster Risk Reduction and Preparedness Teams 
and Youth-led Fit India Movement among others. 

 

 

 

1. RPF launches nationwide operation to curb human 
trafficking 

 
 Railway Protection Force has launched a nationwide operation to curb human 

trafficking.  
 As part of “Operation AAHT”, special teams will be deployed on all long-

distance trains/routes with focus on rescuing victims, particularly women and 
children, from the clutches of traffickers. 

 As part of “Operation AAHT”, the infrastructure and intelligence network of the 
force could be utilised to collect, collate and analyse clues on victims, source, 
route, destination, popular trains used by suspects, identity of carriers/agents, 
kingpins etc and shared with other law-enforcing agencies.  

 The RPF could act as a bridge cutting across States to assist the local police 
in the mission to curb the menace. 
Concerns 

 The Railways, which operate about 21,000 trains across the country daily, is 
the most reliable mode of transportation for the traffickers who often moved 
their victims on long-distance trains. 

 The RPF that rescued more than more than 2,000 women and children 
between 2017-21 from the clutches of traffickers intensified the crackdown on 
human trafficking with the increasing number of cases.  

 The National Crime Records Bureau registers about 2,200 cases of Human 
Trafficking cases on an average each year. 

 Human Trafficking, especially of women and children, for sexual exploitation, 
forced marriage, domestic servitude, organ transplant, drug peddling etc is an 
organised crime and the most abominable violation of human rights.  

Social Issue 
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2. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 

 
 The number of beneficiaries who enrolled for the maternity benefit 

programme, called Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), 
exceeded the government's target of 51.7 lakh per year in each of the last 
three years, Minister for Women and Child Development Smriti Irani told 
Parliament. 

 The total number of beneficiaries enrolled during each of the last three 
financial years under the PMMVY is more than the indicative target.The reply 
did not provide the exact number of enrollments. 

 The PMMVY scheme was estimated to cover 51.70 lakh beneficiaries 
annually, Ms. Irani said, adding that it was only an "indicative" target. 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) 

 The scheme was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a televised 
address to the nation on December 31, 2016.  

 It provides a benefit of ₹5,000 in three instalments to a woman for her first 
living child upon meeting certain conditions.  

 This is meant as partial compensation for loss of wage during her pregnancy 
so that she can get proper nutrition.  

 The scheme is only for those women who are not employed by the Central or 
State governments or a Public Sector Undertaking and don't receive similar 
benefits under any law.  

 It is clubbed with the Janani Suraksha Yojana scheme which provides nearly 
₹1,000 for institutional births so that altogether mothers get ₹6,000 in 
maternity benefit. 

 

3. “SMILE: Support for Marginalised Individuals for 
Livelihood and Enterprise” 

 
 Union Minister for Social Justice & Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar 

launched the Central Sector scheme “SMILE: Support for Marginalised 
Individuals for Livelihood and Enterprise” at BHIM Auditorium, Dr. Ambedkar 
International Centre, 15, Janpath Road, New Delhi.  

 This umbrella scheme, designed by Department of Social Justice & 
Empowerment, is set to provide welfare and rehabilitation to the Transgender 
community and the people engaged in the act of begging. 

 The two sub-schemes of SMILE provide comprehensive welfare and 
rehabilitation measures to the Transgender community and the people 
engaged in the act of begging. 

o ‘Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation for Welfare 
of Transgender Persons’ and  

o ‘Central Sector Scheme for Comprehensive Rehabilitation of engaged 
in the act of Begging’ –  

 The scheme keeps in mind the social security that is needed through multiple 
dimensions of identity, medical care, education, occupational opportunities 
and shelter.  

 The Ministry has allocated Rs. 365 Crore for the scheme from 2021-22 to 
2025-26. 
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1. Centre plans to tweak no-build zone around monuments 
 

 The 100-metre prohibited area for construction activity around Centrally-
protected monuments could be replaced with site-specific limits to be decided 
by an expert committee, as the Union Culture Ministry was working on 
amendments to the relevant Act. 

 The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) 
Act, 1958, was amended in 2010 to declare the 100-metre radius of protected 
monuments as prohibited areas and the next 300-metre radius as regulated 
areas.  

 However, according to Ministry officials as well as a recent Parliamentary 
Standing Committee report, there was no specific reason behind the 100 
metre and 300 metre limits. 

 The proposed amendment would change Section 20A of the Act, which refers 
to the prohibited area, to rationalise the prohibited and regulated areas.  

 Expert monument committees would decide the prohibited area around a 
particular monument, which could be as wide as 500 metres for some sites 
like the Taj Mahal. 

 The amendment would also enable the ASI to act against encroachment by 
holding the relevant authorities liable in case of illegal buildings at a protected 
site, the official said. This would be similar to the enforcement powers under 
the Indian Forest Act. 

 

2. Global Summit on Reimagining Museums 

 
 A global, two-day summit on ‘Reimagining Museums in India’ will begin in 

Hyderabad. The Union Ministry of Culture is organising the first of its kind 
summit to celebrate the glorious history of its people, culture and 
achievements. 

 Over a thousand museums from the country and abroad will showcase 
cultural heritage on the occasion to educate future generations as part of the 
summit.  

 The Summit will bring together leading luminaries, domain experts and 
practitioners in the field of museum development and management from India 
and around the world to discuss best practices and strategies. 

 The summit will be focussing on four broad themes relating to Architecture, 
Management, Collections and Education during the summit.  

 The Summit is expected to act as a platform for engaging with nationally and 
internationally renowned museum professionals and share best practices in 
Museology, fostering networks, encouraging strategic partnerships, and 
creating a framework for Steer Museum development and renewal. 

 

 

Culture 
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1. India’s trade with China crosses $125 billion, imports near 
$100 billion 

 

 
 

 India’s trade with China in 2021 crossed $125 billion with imports from China 
nearing a record $100 billion, underlining continued demand for a range of 
Chinese goods, particularly machinery. 

 In the past 12 months, data from China’s General Administration of Customs 
released on January 14 showed, the value of goods imported by India from 
China exceeded the total bilateral trade in 2019. Trade fell from $92.8 billion 
in 2019 to $87.6 billion in 2020 on account of the pandemic. 

 Bilateral trade reached $125.6 billion in 2021, with India’s imports from China 
accounting for $97.5 billion. 

 Imports were up by 30% from 2019 while India’s exports to China, amounting 
to $28.1 billion, were up by as much as 56% from two years ago.  

 The trade deficit in 2021 reached $69.4 billion, up by 22% from the pre-
pandemic figure in 2019. 

 India’s biggest exports to China in recent years were iron ore, cotton and 
other raw material-based commodities, which have seen a recovery in 
demand in China last year.  

International Relations 
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 India has imported large quantities of electrical and mechanical machinery, 
active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), auto components and, over the past 
two years, a range of medical supplies from oxygen concentrators to PPEs. 

 

2. Bangladesh signs agreement to purchase 420 broad-gauge 
railway wagons from India 

 
 

 The Bangladesh railways will procure 420 broad-gauge wagons from India.  
 The agreement was signed in Dhaka on Sunday between the project director 

of Bangladesh railways Mizanur Rahman and the Hindustan Engineering and 
Industries Limited.  

 The agreement worth Tk. 231 crore will be implemented within 27 months of 
the signing of the contract. 

 This project is being implemented with the joint funding of the Government of 
Bangladesh and Asian Development Bank (ADB) under the Rolling Stock 
Operation Improvement Project.   

 These  are high speed bogies with automatic air brake systems so that the 
general and specialised products like various food grains, fertilisers, stones, 
wood etc. can reach the destination safely at low cost and in less time. The 
wagons are equipped with a stainless steel body. 
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3. Visa-free entry for Indian business travellers to Maldives 
comes into force 

 

 
 Maldives has announced that the Visa-free entry for Indian business travellers 

to the island nation, comes into effect.  
 Starting from the 1st of this month, it has commenced the process of granting 

Indian Nationals visa free entry for business purposes, for a period not 
exceeding the visa free period of 90 days.  

 This is according to the Agreement on the Facilitation of Visa Arrangements 
between both the governments, signed on the 17th of December, 2018.  

 As part of the reciprocal arrangement, a multiple entry, non-resident, business 
visa will be granted for Indian Nationals for a period of 90 days within 6 
months. Any Indian National with an approved business visa is eligible to 
renew their visa up to 180 days within a calendar year. 

 

4. India and Australia plan to finalize the Interim Trade 
Agreement 
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 Shri Piyush Goyal, India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry, Consumer 
Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution and Textiles and The Hon Dan Tehan 
MP, Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, Government of Australia 
have announced reaching an understanding on the Interim agreement and 
finalizing it in the next 30 days.   

 The India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA) is expected to be concluded in 12 months.  

 Speaking on the occasion Shri Goyal recalled watching the classic movie ‘Dil 
Chahta Hai’, which was partially shot in Australia, and portrayed a strong 
bond of friendship among friends. He said expanding  India-Australia 
relationship also exhibits a similar strong bond. 

 CECA FTA is like a ‘Dil Chahta Hai FTA’, which represents the hope, 
aspiration & ambition of the people of our two great nations. 

 The two nations are expected to sign the Interim Agreement in March 
2022.The areas covered under the interim agreement should include goods, 
services, rules of origin, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, Customs 
procedure, and Legal and Institutional issues.  

 

5. Navy’s largest exercise Milan to bring together over 35 
countries 

 
 The Navy is set to hold the 12th President’s Fleet Review (PFR) on February 

21 at Visakhapatnam and a few days from that it will host the largest 
multilateral exercise in this region, Milan 2022. 

 It will see participation of all major Navies including Quad countries, Russia 
and from West Asia amid tensions in Ukraine and developments in West Asia. 

 Exercise Milan is scheduled to be held from February 25 to March 4 for which 
46 countries have been invited. 

 With over 35 countries having confirmed participation, this will be the largest 
multilateral exercise in this region. 

 This year’s Milan will see the participation of all Quad countries, with the U.S. 
being invited for the first time. 

 Milan began in 1995 and is held biennially and brings together Navies of all 
the countries in the region. It has so far been held at Port Blair in Andaman 
and Nicobar but is now being shifted to Visakhapatnam which offers more 
infrastructure as well as sea space for the exercise. 

 It has several themes such as anti-submarine warfare among others along 
with deliberations, including by subject matter experts. 

 During the exercise, the Navy will also be showcasing its Deep Submergence 
Rescue Vessel (DSRV) capabilities meant to rescue submarines in distress. 
India is one of the few countries in the region which possesses this 
capability.       
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6. Quad meet focuses on Indo-Pacific cooperation 

 
 Calling for justice for the 26/11 terror attacks in Mumbai (2008) and the 

Pathankot airbase attack (2016) for the first time since the group was formed, 
Foreign Ministers of the Australia-India-Japan said that the Quad is already 
cooperating on sharing intelligence on threats in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 The group of ministers, who held their fourth Quad ministerial meeting in 
Melbourne also resolved to speed up delivery of more than a billion Covid 
vaccines to be manufactured in India, to hold a special meet on climate 
change this year, and step efforts to ensure maritime security in the region.   

 The statement also made a veiled reference to China’s actions in the South 
and East China seas, reaffirming a commitment to a free and open Indo-
Pacific, “in which states strive to protect the interests of their people, free from 
coercion.” 

 The joint statement issued included a renewed commitment to the “flagship” 
Quad Vaccine initiative to deliver at least one billion vaccines produced at 
Hyderabad’s Biological E facility by the end of 2022 to Indo-Pacific countries, 
and to a pledge to donate 1.3 billion vaccine doses globally.  

 It also recorded progress on the other fields for cooperation identified during 
the Quad summit last year, including climate change, critical and emerging 
technologies, counter-terrorism, infrastructure, humanitarian-assistance and 
disaster-relief (HADR) and maritime domain awareness. 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) 

 
 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD), colloquially the Quad or QUAD, is 

a strategic security dialogue between the United States, India, Japan and 
Australia that is maintained by talks between member countries.  

 The dialogue was initiated in 2007 by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
with the support of U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney, Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard, and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.  

 The dialogue was paralleled by joint military exercises of an unprecedented 
scale, titled Exercise Malabar.  

 The diplomatic and military arrangement was widely viewed as a response to 
increased Chinese economic and military power, and the Chinese 
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government responded to the Quadrilateral dialogue by issuing formal 
diplomatic protests to its members, calling it "Asian NATO". 

 

 

 

1. Medical Cannabis 

 
 In a bid to strengthen its position in the global medical cannabis industry, 

Indian pharmaceutical major Dr Reddy’s Laboratories has said that it will 
acquire German firm Nimbus Health. Nimbus has been a major player in the 
field of cannabis-based medicines. 

 Cannabis is increasingly used to address and treat high unmet medical 
needs, especially in pain management and CNS.  

 Further, with numerous studies being conducted to leverage and introduce 
medical cannabis, we believe this is a must-be field for future healthcare 
delivery. 
What is the status of medical cannabis in India? 

 In India, while trade and consumption of cannabis is banned under the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act of 1985, calls for 
legalising its use for medicinal purposes have grown stronger over the years. 

 In January this year, the government had informed the Delhi High Court that 
cannabis is not completely prohibited in the country as its medical and 
scientific use is allowed after obtaining necessary permissions from state 
governments.  

 In 2018, Uttarakhand had become the first state in the country to allow 
commercial cultivation of hemp crops.  

 A year later, the Madhya Pradesh government also did the same. 

 

2. IGIB develops future-proof primers, kits for RT-PCR test 

 

 
 
 
 

Health 
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 Using its expertise in genome sequencing and analysis of genome sequence 
data, the Delhi-based CSIR lab Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology 
(IGIB) has successfully developed a unique pool of primers and kits to be 
used in RT-PCR testing of SARS-CoV-2 virus.  

 The most distinguishing aspect of the work carried out by a team led by Dr. 
Sridhar Sivasubbu and Dr. Vinod Scaria at IGIB was developing primers that 
would not be affected by mutations seen in SARS-CoV-2 variants.  

 This may allow the primers to detect any new SARS-CoV-2 variants that 
might emerge immaterial to the novel mutations that the variants might have.  

 The primers developed in a way future-proof the ability to detect without fail 
any new SARS-CoV-2 variants that may emerge. 
Many mutations 

 The Omicron variant, for instance, has 32 mutations in the spike protein 
alone. None of these mutations were seen in other variants that emerged 
earlier — the Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Delta.  

 Each new variant that emerges develops a unique set of mutations that 
makes it more transmissible and/or causes severe disease. 

 RT-PCR tests currently available contain primers for two or more genes. The 
gene targets selected could be a combination of S gene, N gene and E- gene. 

 

3. Bachelor of Sowa Rigpa Medicine and Surgery 

 
 For the first time, the National Commission for Indian System of Medicine - 

National Eligibility cum Entrance Test, NCISM-NEET, has conducted an 
entrance test to Bachelor of Sowa Rigpa Medicine and Surgery (BSRMS) 
(Menpa Kachupa).  

 Including Central Institute of Buddhist Studies, CIBS, and National Research 
Institute For Sowa Rigpa, NRISR, in Leh, the entrance is conducted in 
Dharamshala , Varanasi, Gangtok and Darjeeling. 

  Sowa-Rigpa, the Science of Healing, is one of the seven Ayush systems, 
which received UGC recognition in October last year. Sowa Rigpa is one of 
the oldest and well documented systems of traditional medicine in the world, 
and is popular in Himalayan region. 

 The results of the entrance test will be declared on the 8th of this month and 
academic sessions for first batch BSRMS will begin from March 14th this 
year. 

 

4. Universalise maternity benefit scheme, say activists 

 
 The government’s recent announcement that the maternity benefit 

programme which provides ₹5,000 for first child will be extended to cover the 
second child only if it is a girl has met with sharp criticism from activists who 
have demanded that it be universalised. 

 The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), launched in 2017, 
provides ₹5,000 for the birth of the first child to partially compensate a woman 
for loss of wages.  

  It also aims to improve the nutritional well-being of the mother and the child.  
 The amount is given in three instalments upon meeting certain conditions.  
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 It is combined with another scheme, Janani Suraksha Yojana, under which 
nearly ₹1,000 is given for an institutional birth, so that a woman gets a total of 
₹6,000. 

 Under the revamped PMMVY under Mission Shakti, the maternity benefit 
amounting to ₹6000 is also to be provided for the second child, but only if the 
second is a girl child, to discourage pre-birth sex selection and promote the 
girl child.                                

 One of the objectives of the scheme is to also improve health seeking 
behaviour of women and, therefore, the first instalment of ₹1,000 is given after 
ascertaining early registration of pregnancy and the second instalment of 
₹2,000 is given after an ante-natal check after six months of pregnancy and 
the final instalment of ₹2,000 is given after the registration of the child birth 
and vaccinations for the newborn.  

 

5. Aadhaar card not mandatory on CoWIN portal for 
vaccination, Centre tells Supreme Court 

 
 Aadhaar is not mandatory for registration on the CoWIN portal for COVID-19 

vaccination, the government confirmed in the Supreme Court. 
 A Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud was informed by the Ministry of 

Health and Family Welfare that one of the nine identity documents, including 
passport, driving licence, PAN card, voter ID card, ration card, can be 
produced for vaccination. 

 The court took note of the submission and disposed of a plea filed by 
Siddharthshankar Sharma, who claimed that the Aadhaar card was a 
mandatory requirement for access to the vaccine. 

 Such actions are in blatant violation of the right to life under Article 21 read 
with the right to equality under Article 14 of the Constitution,” the petition 
argued. 

 cowin.gov.in Portal is on of the Government of India’s web portal, which was 
launched on 16 January 2021 to provide the SARS-CoV-2 vaccination 
registration, using this portal an individual can’t only takes an appointment for 
vaccine, but he / she can use this portal to download vaccine certificate make 
correction in vaccination certificate and many more, cowin.gov.in Portal 
provides various of services to indian citizens, through this you will get the 
detailed information regarding the portal so keep reading this article till the 
end. 

 

6. Sustainable Access to Markets and Resources for 
Innovative Delivery of Healthcare (SAMRIDH) initiative 

 
 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), NITI Aayog, and the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID) announced a new partnership under the 
Sustainable Access to Markets and Resources for Innovative Delivery of 
Healthcare (SAMRIDH) initiative, which will improve access to affordable and 
quality healthcare for vulnerable populations in tier-2 and tier-3 cities, and 
rural and tribal regions.  
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 In 2020, USAID, IPE Global, and stakeholders from the Indian government, 
academia, and the private sector developed the innovative SAMRIDH blended 
finance facility to combine public and philanthropic funds with commercial 
capital to create and rapidly scale market-based health solutions. 

 This new partnership announced today will enhance SAMRIDH’s efforts to 
reach vulnerable populations, leveraging AIM’s expertise in innovation and 
entrepreneurship.  

 AIM and SAMRIDH will leverage philanthropic capital, and public sector 
resources to offset barriers for commercial investments in small and medium 
health enterprises to invest in and scale healthcare solutions.  

 The collaboration will focus on innovations across the healthcare landscape 
with the common goal to mount an effective response to the ongoing third 
wave of COVID-19 and build health system preparedness for future infectious 
disease outbreaks and health emergencies. 

 

7. CASES OF FAIRBANK'S DISEASE AND ACROMEGALY IN 
INDIA 

 
 The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin 

Pawar gave the information about Fairbank's disease in the Rajya Sabha. 
 The Fairbank's disease (Multiple epiphyseal dysplasia) patient usually 

requires management of pain and orthopedic procedures, for which facilities 
are available at tertiary care institutions in India. 

 Another rare disorder, Acromegaly is caused by excessive secretion of growth 
hormone, most often from a tumor in the pituitary gland.  

 The disorder causes increased height when it manifests in childhood and 
adolescent age groups, before the fusion of bony epiphysis. 

 The somatostatin drug used for Acromegaly, is a scheduled drug as per the 
National List of Essential Medicines 2015. Therefore, the National 
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority has fixed the ceiling price. 

 

8. Intensified Mission Indradhanush 4.0               
                 

 Mansukh mandaviya Health Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya launched the 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush 4.0 in New Delhi to protect children and 
pregnant women from severe diseases.  

 It is a special drive to ensure full immunization coverage in the country. 
 As of now the immunization coverage among children has increased to over 

76 percent. 
 The goal of Mission Indradhanush is to ensure full immunization for children 

and pregnant women.  
 Mission Indradhanush was launched under the Universal Immunisation 

Programme (UIP) in December 2014 as a special drive to expand 
immunization coverage in the country. 

 416 districts across thirty-three states will be covered under the Mission 
Indradhanush 4.0.  

 This mission will be focussed on those districts where the vaccination 
coverage is comparatively lower.  
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP)  

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) is a vaccination programme 
launched by the Government of India in 1985. 

 It became a part of the Child Survival and Safe Motherhood Programme in 
1992 and has been one of the key areas under the National Rural Health 
Mission since 2005.  

 The programme now consists of vaccination for 12 diseases- tuberculosis, 
diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), tetanus, poliomyelitis, measles, 
hepatitis B, diarrhoea, Japanese encephalitis, rubella, pneumonia 
(haemophilus influenzae type B) and Pneumococcal diseases (pneumococcal 
pneumonia and meningitis). 

 

9. India's first mRNA COVID-19 vaccine  
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 Data from human trials of India’s first homegrown mRNA COVID-19 vaccine 
are likely to be presented to authorities for evaluation by the end of the month, 
and company officials are aiming to roll out the product before April 2022. 

 The mRNA vaccine being developed by Pune-based Gennova 
Biopharmaceuticals is currently in phase 2/3 trials to evaluate the safety, 
tolerability and immunogenicity of the candidate vaccine in healthy subjects. 
Around 4,000 volunteers have been recruited for the trial. 

 India has so far approved at least six vaccines that can be manufactured 
locally but only two — Covishield and Covaxin —have been administered to 
over 99% Indians.  

 Globally, mRNA vaccines have been at the vanguard of inoculation 
programmes in the United States and Europe because they exploit recent 
advances in molecular biotechnology and are said to be quicker to 
manufacture than older, well-established vaccine design principles. 

 A limitation of the mRNA vaccines, or those made by Pfizer and Moderna, 
was that they were required to be stored in sub-zero conditions — a tough 
proposition in a country where such a degree of refrigeration is limited in 
availability.  

 However, the prospective Gennova vaccine can be stored in ordinary 
refrigerators, the makers of Gennova have claimed earlier.  

 The mRNA vaccine can also purportedly be tweaked to be effective against 
newer variants, but so far, all the vaccines developed — including the 
prospective Gennova vaccine — have been customised to the original SARS-
CoV-2. 

 

 

 

 

1. With onset of summer, wildlife migration to Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary begins 

 

Environment 
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 With the onset of summer, the seasonal migration of wild animals has begun 
from the adjacent wildlife sanctuaries in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to the 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (WWS). 

 Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary in Wayanad, Kerala, India 
with an extent of 344.44 km2 (132.99 sq mi) and four hill ranges namely 
Sulthan Bathery, Muthanga, Kurichiat and Tholpetty.  

 A variety of large wild animals such as gaur, Asian elephant, deer and tiger 
are found there.  

 There are also quite a few unusual birds in the sanctuary. In particular, Indian 
peafowl are very common in the area.  

 Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is the second largest wildlife sanctuary in Kerala. 
It is bestowed with lush green forests and rich wildlife. This wildlife area 
houses some of the rare and endangered species of both flora and fauna. 

 Established in 1973, the sanctuary is now an integral part of the Nilgiri 
Biosphere Reserve. It is bounded by protected area network of Nagarhole 
National Park and Bandipur National Park in Karnataka in the northeast, and 
on the southeast by Mudumalai National Park in Tamil Nadu. 

 The sanctuary is a haven for wild animals during summer owing to the easy 
availability of fodder and water throughout the year.  

 

2. Antarctic fuel-eating microbes may help in clean up plastic 

 A team of Argentine scientists is using microorganisms native to Antarctica to 
clean up pollution from fuels and potentially plastics in the pristine expanses 
of the white continent. 

 The tiny microbes munch through the waste, creating a naturally occurring 
cleaning system for pollution caused by diesel that is used as a source of 
electricity and heat for research bases in the frozen Antarctic. 

 The continent is protected by a 1961 Madrid Protocol that stipulates it must be 
kept in a pristine state. 

 The research on how the microbes could help with plastic waste could have 
potential for wider environmental issues. 

 This work uses the potential of native microorganisms - bacteria and fungi that 
inhabit the Antarctic soil, even when it is contaminated - and make these 
microorganisms eat the hydrocarbons. 

 

3. IUCN Declares Aravalli Biodiversity Park in Gurugram as 
India's 1st OECM site 

 
 The Union Ministry of environment, forest and climate change announced 

Aravalli Biodiversity Park as India’s first “other effective area-based 
conservation measures” (OECM) site on the occasion of World Wetlands Day. 

 The proposal to declare Aravalli Biodiversity Park an OECM site was sent by 
the National Biodiversity Authority to the IUCN in December 2020. 

 The OECM tag is given by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) to areas that are not protected but support rich biodiversity.  

 Aravalli Biodiversity Park in Gurugram has been notified as the first OECM 
site in the country. 
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 The Aravalli Biodiversity Park is spread across 390 acres and has semi-arid 
vegetation, with around 300 native plants, 101,000 trees, 43,000 shrubs, and 
several species of birds. 

 The park was transformed into a city forest from a 40-year-old mining site 
through the efforts of citizens, ecologists and scientists along with the help of 
the urban local body of Gurugram. 

 

4. Koalas listed as endangered species 

 

 
 

 Once found in abundance, Australia’s much-loved koalas have now been 
officially classified as ‘endangered’ after widespread bushfires, drought and 
land clearing destroyed much of their eucalyptus-rich habitat. 

 Australia’s environment minister announced that the government was 
upgrading the conservation status of the marsupials from ‘vulnerable’ to 
‘endangered’ in Queensland, New South Wales and the Australian Capital 
Territory, based on the recommendation of the threatened species scientific 
committee. 
Why did the Australian government finally declare Koalas endangered? 

 Australia’s Koala population has been on the road to extinction for over two 
decades now. The number of Koalas in NSW declined by between 33 per 
cent and 61 per cent since 2001, while in Queensland the Koala population 
decreased by at least half during the same period. 

 

5. PM Modi to address One Ocean Summit in France 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the high-level segment of One 

Ocean Summit at around 2:30 PM today through a video message.  
 The Summit will also be addressed by several Heads of States and 

Governments including Germany, United Kingdom, South Korea, Japan and 
Canada among others. 

 One Ocean Summit is being organised by France from 9th to 11th February in 
Brest, in cooperation with the United Nations and the World Bank.  
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 The objective of the Summit is to mobilise the international community to take 
tangible action towards preserving and supporting healthy and sustainable 
ocean ecosystems. 

 

 

 

1. World Cancer Day 2022 

 

 
 

 World Cancer Day is celebrated every year on February 4.  
 It is a global uniting initiative led by the Union for International Cancer Control 

(UICC).  
 Cancer is the second leading cause of death globally. Cancer is the 

uncontrolled growth of a group of cells in the body. 
 World Cancer Day aims to prevent millions of deaths each year by raising 

awareness and education about cancer and pressing governments and 
individuals across the world to take action against the disease. 

 Recent studies estimate about one out of six people worldwide die from 
cancer, which is more than HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria combined. 

 World Cancer Day originated in 2000 at the first World Summit Against 
Cancer, which was held in Paris.  

 The Day was founded by the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC) to 
support the goals of the World Cancer Declaration, written in 2008. 
World Cancer Day 2022 theme: 

 The theme of World Cancer Day 2022 is ‘Close the Care Gap’.  

 

2. National Deworming Day 2022 

 
 Every year, February 10 is observed as National Deworming Day to create 

awareness about the importance of deworming all preschool and school-age 
children between the ages of 1-19 years.  

 Led by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, 
deworming is done through the platforms of schools and Anganwadi centres 
in order “to improve their overall health, nutritional status, access to education 
and quality of life”. 

 According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), around 24 per cent of the 
world population is infected with soil-transmitted helminths (worms).  

Important Days 
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 As a result, around 241 million children between the ages of 1 and 14 years 
are at risk of parasitic intestinal worms in India, known as soil-transmitted 
helminths. 

 Deworming improves immunity in children as well as adults, thereby 
protecting them from chronic illnesses caused by worms. 
Worm infections among children 

 According to Dr Chauhan, worm infections among children are caused by 
factors such as lack of personal hygiene, uncooked and contaminated food, 
and excess sweets and junk food consumption. 
Symptoms 

o Abdominal pain 
o Diarrhea, nausea, or vomiting 
o Gas/bloating 
o Fatigue 
o Unexplained weight loss 
o Abdominal pain or tenderness 

Prevention 
 To prevent intestinal worms, regularly wash your hands with soap and hot 

water before and after using the toilet, and before preparing or eating foods. 

 

3. World Pulses Day 2022 - February 10 

 

 
 World Pulses Day is celebrated on February 10 every year and recognises 

Pulses as a global food.  
 Pulses, also known as legumes, are the edible seeds of leguminous plants 

cultivated for food. Dried beans, lentils, and peas are the most commonly 
known and consumed types of pulses.  

 The UN General Assembly in 2019 decided to dedicate a day to Pulses to 
increase awareness and access to pulses globally known as World Pulses 
Day. 

 On World Pulses Day, people make efforts in creating awareness about the 
importance of Pulses in sustainable food production.  
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World Pulses Day 2022 theme: 
 World Pulses Day 2022 is under the theme “Pulses to empower youth in 

achieving sustainable agrifood systems”. 

 

4. World Unani Day 

 
 World Unani Day is a global event which takes place on February 11 every 

year to mark the birth anniversary of great Unani scholar and social reformer 
Hakim Ajmal Khan.  

 Khan, a Unani medical educationist, was also a founder of scientific research 
in the Unani System of Medicine.  

 The main objective of the day is to pay homage to the legendary for his 
remarkable contribution to the sustained development of the Unani system of 
medicine in India and across the world.  

 The day is also marked to spread awareness about healthcare delivery 
through the Unani system of medicine through its preventive and curative 
philosophy. 

 The Unani system of medicine originated in Greece, however, its present form 
was saved by the Arabs.  
Theme of World Unani Day-2022  

 The theme of the International Conference on the occasion of World Unani 
Day-2022 is 'Diet and Nutrition in Unani medicine for good health & well-
being'. 

 The meaning of Unani in Arabic is 'Greek' while Unani medicine is termed as 
Unani Tibb, Arabian medicine, or Islamic medicine.  

 It assumes the four main elements- Fire, Water, Air and Earth which 
corresponds to four humours - Phlegm, Black bile, Blood, and Yellow bile 
respectively. 

 

 

 

1. CII presents DX 2021 award to Karnataka Bank 

 
 Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) awarded the prestigious Digital 

Transformation award, ‘DX 2021’ to Karnataka Bank. 
 The award is in recognition of best practices in digital transformation, 

including the ‘KBL Vikaas’. 
 The bank has recently launched digital transformation journey ‘KBL NxT’ as 

part of wave 2.0 of KBL Vikaas with an objective of taking the digital initiatives 
to the next level and eventually emerge as ‘The digital bank of future’. 

 
 
 
 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
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2. 19 yr old Zara Rutherford Becomes Youngest Woman to 
Fly Solo Around the World 

 

 
 The 19-year-old Belgian-British pilot Zara Rutherford set a world record as the 

youngest woman to fly solo around the world, touching her small airplane 
down in western Belgium — 155 days after she departed. 

 She made it count for herself, her family and dedicated it to all young women 
trying to succeed in male-dominated sectors like aviation, and the exact 
sciences that drive the industry. 

 She will find herself in the Guinness World Records book after setting the 
mark that had been held by 30-year-old American aviator Shaesta Waiz since 
2017. 

 

3. Atal Tunnel officially recognised as ‘Longest Highway 
Tunnel above 10,000 feet’ by World Book of Records 
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 Atal Tunnel has officially been certified by the World Book of Records, as the 
‘World’s Longest Highway Tunnel above 10,000 Feet’, during a landmark 
ceremony on 09 February 2022, in New Delhi.  

 Lt Gen Rajeev Chaudhry, Director General of Border Roads Organisation 
(DGBR) received the award for the stupendous achievement of the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) in constructing this engineering marvel connecting 
Manali to the Lahaul - Spiti Valley.  

 World Book of Records UK, is an organisation that catalogues and verifies 
extraordinary records across the world with authentic certification. 
Atal Tunnel 

 The Nation’s pride, the visionary project of the Atal Tunnel was dedicated to 
the Nation by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on October 03, 2020.  

 The 9.02 km long, strategically significant, Atal Tunnel, that runs under the 
‘Rohtang Pass’ was constructed on the Manali - Leh Highway under the 
challenging conditions of freezing temperatures in extremely difficult terrain.  

 Construction of this tunnel has reduced the distance on Manali - Sarchu road 
by 46 km and travel time by four to five hours, providing all-weather 
connectivity on the Manali - Leh axis. 

 The construction of this tunnel is nestled in the Pir Panjal Ranges of the 
Himalayas. 

 

 

 

 

1. Book penned on Neeraj Chopra released in Ludhiana 

 

 
 

Books and Authors 
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 A short biography ‘Golden Boy Neeraj Chopra’ penned by sports author 
Navdeep Singh Gill was released in a ceremony held at Punjabi Bhawan. 

 The book has 72 pages and covers the life history and achievements of 
Neeraj Chopra right from his childhood to the Tokyo Olympics.  

 The book very aptly covers his sporting techniques, numerous awards and 
contemporaries in different chapters with coloured photos in each chapter. 

 

 

 

1. India win record-extending fifth U-19 World Cup title, beat 
England by 4 wickets 

 

 
 An utterly dominant India won a record-extending fifth U-19 World Cup title 

here on Saturday, beating England by four wickets in the final of an 
extraordinary campaign that was almost derailed by a COVID-19 outbreak. 

 The triumph bore resemblance to the exploits of world-class Indian U-19 
teams of the past. 

 The 2022 ICC Under-19 Cricket World Cup was an international limited-overs 
cricket tournament that was held in the West Indies in January and February 
2022 with sixteen teams taking part. 

 It was the fourteenth edition of the Under-19 Cricket World Cup, and the first 
that was held in the West Indies. 

 Bangladesh were the defending champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
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1. Lata Mangeshkar 

 

 
 Lata Mangeshkar, affectionately called a "Nightingale of India", passes away 

at 92. The Rajya Sabha will be adjourned for an hour on Monday morning in 
honour of the singer who was a member of the House from 1999 to 2005. 

 Lata Mangeshkar (born as Hema Mangeshkar; 28 September 1929 - 6 
February 2022) was an Indian playback singer and occasional music 
composer. 

 She is widely considered as one of the greatest and most influential singers in 
India. 

 Her contribution to the Indian music industry in a career spanning seven 
decades gained her honorific titles such as the Nightingale of India, Voice of 
the Millennium and Queen of Melody. 

 She recorded songs in over thirty-six Indian languages and a few foreign 
languages, though primarily in Hindi, Bengali, Marathi 
Awards 

 She was the recipient of three National Film Awards. 
 In 1987 the Dadasaheb Phalke Award was bestowed on her by the 

Government of India. 
 In 2001, in recognition of her contributions to the nation, she was awarded the 

Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian honour and is only the second female 
singer, after M. S. Subbulakshmi, to receive this honour. 

Obituaries 
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 France conferred on her its highest civilian award, Officer of the National 
Order of the Legion of Honour, in 2007 

 

2. ‘Kabir of Karnataka’ Ibrahim Sutar dies at 82 

 

 
 Padma Shri awardee and social worker Ibrahim Sutar passed away in 

Karnataka on Saturday following a cardiac arrest. He was 82. 
 Fondly referred to as the “Kabir of Kannada”, Sutar was known for his work 

towards spreading social and communal harmony.  
 Ibrahim is popular among the public, especially in north Karnataka, for his 

spiritual discourses. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 2018. 
 Ibrahim Sutar (10 May 1940 – 5 February 2022) was an Indian social worker 

and poet known for folk-music performances across Karnataka and 
neighboring states which spread the message of Hindu–Muslim communal 
unity. 

 Sutar received the Karnataka government's Rajyotsava award in 1995. 

 

 

 

1. Self-defense classes for girls in Karnataka residential 
schools 

 
 The state government will give self-defense training to girl students studying 

in various government residential schools, Social Welfare Minister Kota 
Sreenivasa Poojary said. 

 The government is considering karate, taekwondo and judo for this purpose 
under "Obavva self-defense training." 

 There are 1.82 lakh students studying in residential schools across the state 
and this training will be given for post-matric students. 

 The government will hire experts on an honorarium basis. The training will be 
conducted twice a week for one hour each during the academic year. 

State News 
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2. Karnataka clears 120 water schemes worth Rs 11k crore 

 
 Karnataka has given approvals to 120 multi-village water supply schemes that 

are estimated to cost Rs 11,542 crore, which are a part of the government's 
rush to provide functional tap connections to every rural household. 

 These new multi-village water supply schemes come under the Jal Jeevan 
Mission (JJM), an ambitious project that is seeing Karnataka provide an 
average 5,500 functional household tap connections daily.  

 In terms of coverage, Karnataka is ahead of Tamil Nadu (40.38 per cent), 
Kerala (38.15 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (37.80 per cent). But the state is 
behind Gujarat (91.18 per cent), Maharashtra (67.85 per cent) and Andhra 
Pradesh (51.82 per cent).  

 Six states have achieved 100 per cent coverage - Goa, Telangana, Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands, Puducherry, Dadra & Nagar Haveli-Diu & Daman and 
Haryana.  

 The JJM envisages provision of a minimum of 55 litres per capita per day of 
water. 

 Meanwhile, the Jal Shakti ministry has agreed to extend the JJM deadline till 
2024 for Karnataka. 

  

3. The Karnataka connection of Ramanujacharya Samata 
Kendra 

 
 The newest spiritual-tourist attraction in Telangana – a vast temple complex 

on 45 acres, with a 216-feet Ramanujacharya statue in the centre – has a 
Karnataka connection. 

 While the four entrances of Sriramanujacharya Samata-Kendram are shaped 
in Kakatiya style, the ornate thoranam, just beside the archways, are in the 
form of two “Hampi-rathas.” 

 These chariots made of sandstone are inspired by the iconic stone chariot at 
the Vijaya-Vittala temple complex in Hampi, a Unesco world heritage site in 
Vijayanagara district. 

 Hampi ratha is an epochal of the great Vijayanagara style of temple 
architecture. But it now appears without the upper column. We designed the 
tower based on some photos from 1856, taken during British rule. Each of the 
two chariots are 31 feet in height. 

 A 50-foot Vijaya-stambham (victory pillar) is erected outside the complex 
entrance, facing the statue. A 77-tonne stone was brought from 
Krishnarajapuram near Bengaluru for the purpose, which thinned down to 30 
tonnes after molding.  
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4. Lata Mangeshkar shared special connection with this 
border village 

 

 
 

 Aurad Shahajani village in Lathur district in Maharashtra, about 10 kilometres 
away from Hulsoor taluk headquarters in Bidar district,  plunged into profound 
grief after the news of the demise of melody queen Lata Mangeshkar broke 
out. 

 The villagers always had an emotional connection with the legendary singer 
as she raised funds for the construction of a college.  

 The villagers decided to commission a college in 1970 and wanted to name it 
after a renowned personality in the cultural field. They decided to name it after 
Latha Mangeshkar's father, Master Deenanath Mangeshkar. They met Latha 
Mangeshkar at Panha in Kolhapur and got her consent in this regard. 

 The foundation stone was laid in 1970 which was attended by Latha 
Mangeshkar. The college was inaugurated in 1976 which was attended by the 
then Maharasthra chief minister Shankarrao Chavan. 

 As the  project faced shortage of funds, Latha Mangeshkar held a concert at 
Aurad Shahajani in February 1981 and donated the funds which eventually 
ensured completion of the project. 

 Latha Mangeshkar was passionate about academics. Despite connectivity 
problems, she came to the village by her private vehicle for the concert. The 
villagers haven't forgotten her support. 

 

5. Hospitals can't turn mentally ill patients for being Covid 
positive 

 
 The government has issued a directive that no hospital should refuse 

treatment to those suffering from mental illnesses due to their Covid positive 
status. 

 The state has, till February 5, provided mental health counselling for 17.43 
lakh Covid positive patients, with 7,618 being counselled on February 5 alone. 
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 The directive talks about the care of three categories of patients:  
o Those who have suffered neurobiological effects of the infection,  
o Patients already having mental illness who contracted the infection and 

need inpatient care and  
o Patients whose mental illness has aggravated apart from an incidental 

Covid finding. 
 The directive is to make sure that people with mental illness, if incidentally 

Covid positive, are provided for. People with severe mental disorders 
comprise 1% of the population.  

 They may suffer from acute phases like psychosis or mania. Such patients 
need in-patient care. No hospitals should refuse care just because they are 
Covid positive. 

 In hospitals where there are no psychiatrists, a tele-consultation through the 
e-Sanjeevani platform has been suggested. 

 This is applicable to private hospitals too. If they have no know-how on 
treating psychiatric disorders, they can be referred to the nearest district 
hospital. 
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PSI 
TOPPERS



UPSC 
Prelims and Mains

KPSC 
Prelims and Mains

PSI  
Paper 1 and 2

Integrated Course

IAS/KAS 

Intensive Prelims & Mains Course

Duration: 11-12 months 

Duration of each class-3-4hrs, 6 days a week. (If need arises, classes can be held on Sundays also).

Includes comprehensive coverage of all the topics GS Paper

 Our Comprehensive Current Affairs classes of one year will keep the student updated.

 Includes comprehensive material Supplemented with Class Notes.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Online 
&

Offline

Classroom Programme

Test Series 

IAS /KAS/ PSI
Mentorship Program

UPSC / KPSC
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