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1. Predatory Pricing 

 The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has dismissed allegations of predatory pricing 

against e-commerce platform Shopee. 

 CCI claimed the company sells various products at extremely low prices with the intention to 

eliminate competition from small retailers.  

 The CCI concluded in its analysis that Shopee did not hold significant market power as it is a 

relatively new entrant in a market with well established players. 

 Predatory pricing is a pricing strategy, using the illegal method of undercutting on a larger 

scale, where a dominant firm in an industry will deliberately reduce its prices of a product or 

service to loss-making levels in the short-term.  

 The aim is that existing or potential competitors within the industry will be forced to leave the 

market, as they will be unable to effectively compete with the dominant firm without making a 

loss. 

 Once competition has been eliminated, the dominant firm now with having a majority share 

of the market can then raise their prices to monopoly levels in the long-term to recoup their 

losses. 

 

2. HANSA-NG successfully completes sea level trials at Puducherry 

 

 India’s first indigenous Flying Trainer HANSA-NG designed and developed by CSIR-National 

Aerospace Laboratories, Bangalore under the aegis of Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research, has successfully completed the sea level trials at Puducherry from 19th February 

to 5th March, 2022. 

 HANSA-NG is one of the most advanced flying trainer powered by Rotax Digital Control 

Engine with unique features like Just-In-Time Prepreg (JIPREG) Composite lightweight 

Airframe, Glass Cockpit, Bubble Canopy with wide panoramic view, electrically operated 

flaps etc.  

 CSIR-NAL further said that HANSA-NG is designed to meet the Indian flying club needs and 

it is an ideal aircraft for Commercial Pilot Licensing (CPL) due to its low cost and low fuel 

consumption.  NAL has already received more than 80 nos. of LoIs (Letter of Intents) from 

various flying clubs. 

Economy 
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1. Can Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning put judiciary on the 

fast track? 

 In response to this unstarred question in the Lok Sabha during the first part of the Budget 

session of Parliament, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said that while implementing phase two of 

the eCourts projects, under operation since 2015, a need was felt to adopt new, cutting edge 

technologies of Machine Learning (ML) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to increase the 

efficiency of the justice delivery system. 

 To explore the use of AI in the judicial domain, the Supreme Court of India has constituted 

an Artificial Intelligence Committee which has mainly identified application of AI technology 

in Translation of judicial documents; Legal research assistance and Process automation. 

 Several law firms are now keen to try out new technologies for a quick reference on judicial 

precedents and pronouncements on cases with similar legal issues at stake.  

 Mumbai-based Riverus, a “legal tech” firm, has developed ML applications that peruse 

troves of cases, “understand” them, and parse cases that are similar in content — very much 

like a human expert would do — in a fraction of the time. 

 Over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, the use of technology for e-filing, and virtual 

hearings has seen a dramatic rise.  

 From the beginning of the lockdown in 2020 until January 8 this year, the Supreme Court of 

India emerged as a global leader by conducting 1,81,909 virtual hearings. 

 But the use of ML in India’s legal sphere has so far been restricted to automating back-end 

work, and is still a very long way from being used as a decision-making tool for the judiciary.  

 SUVAS is a language learning application being used to translate judgments, and SUPACE, 

which can draft a legal brief, comprise the initiatives being undertaken in the Indian judiciary 

as part of incorporating ML-based applications. 

Concerns 

 Consumer courts are an area where AI can be helpful. But in criminal cases where oral 

evidence and cross examination are key processes, we have to rely on regular human 

intervention. 

 

 

 

Polity and Governance  
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2. Democracy Report 2022 

 The V-Dem Institute at Sweden’s University of Gothenburg has come out with their annual 

democracy report. The study is titled ‘Democracy Report 2022: Autocratisation Changing 

Nature?’. 

 According to it, the level of democracy enjoyed by the average global citizen in 2021 is down 

to 1989 levels, with the democratic gains of the post-Cold War period eroding rapidly in the 

last few years.  

 The study, titled ‘Democracy Report 2022: Autocratisation Changing Nature?’ states that more 

than twice as many countries (32) are undergoing autocratisation as are witnessing 

democratisation (15).  

 Noting that India is one of the top ten ‘autocratisers’ in the world, the V-Dem (Varieties of 

Democracy) report classifies India as an autocracy (‘electoral autocracy’) rather than a 

democracy, ranking it 93rd on the liberal democracy index, out of 179 countries. 

 The V-Dem institute uses aggregate expert judgments to produce estimates of critical 

concepts by gathering data from a pool of over 3,700 country experts who provide judgments 

on different concepts and cases. 

 The report classifies countries into four regime types based on their score in the Liberal 

Democratic Index (LDI):  

o Liberal Democracy,  

o Electoral Democracy,  

o Electoral Autocracy, and  

o Closed Autocracy.  

 It classifies India as an electoral autocracy ranking it 93rd on the LDI, out of 179 countries. 

 One of the biggest drivers of autocratisation is “toxic polarisation”, a dominant trend in 40 

countries, as opposed to 5 countries that showed rising polarisation in 2011. 

What does the report say about India? 

 The report notes that India is part of a broader global trend of an anti-plural political party 

driving a country’s autocratisation.  

 Ranked 93rd in the LDI, India figures in the “bottom 50%” of countries. It has slipped further 

down in the Electoral Democracy Index, to 100, and even lower in the Deliberative 

Component Index, at 102.  

 In South Asia, India is ranked below Sri Lanka (88), Nepal (71), and Bhutan (65) and above 

Pakistan (117) in the LDI. 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

1. No-Fly one is unlikely in Ukraine 

 Russia’s attack on Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant has renewed calls for NATO 

to impose a no-fly zone over Ukraine, despite the repeated rejection of the idea by western 

leaders concerned about triggering a wider war in 

Europe.                                                                                                                            

 Military analysts say there is no chance that the US, Britain and their European allies will 

impose a no-fly zone because it could easily escalate the war in Ukraine into a nuclear 

confrontation between NATO and Russia. 

What is a no-fly zone? 

 A no-fly zone would bar all unauthorized aircraft from flying over Ukraine. Western nations 

imposed such restrictions over parts of Iraq for more than a decade following the 1991 Gulf 

War, during the civil war in Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1993-95, and during the Libyan 

civil war in 2011. 

Why won’t NATO take this step in Ukraine? 

 In simple terms, because it would risk a direct military conflict with Russia that could escalate 

into a wider European war with a nuclear-armed superpower. 

 While the idea may have captured the public imagination, declaring a no-fly zone could force 

NATO pilots to shoot down Russian aircraft. 

 But it goes beyond that. In addition to fighter planes, NATO would have to deploy refueling 

tankers and electronic-surveillance aircraft to support the mission.  

 To protect these relatively slow, high-flying planes, NATO would have to destroy surface-to-

air missile batteries in Russia and Belarus, again risking a broader conflict. 

 

2. Humanitarian Corridors 

 The United Nations considers humanitarian corridors to be one of several possible forms of 

a temporary pause of armed conflict. 

 They are demilitarized zones, in a specific area and for a specific time — and both sides of 

an armed conflict agree to them. 

What are they for? 

 Via these corridors, either food and medical aid can be brought to areas of conflict, or 

civilians can be evacuated. 

International Relations  
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 The corridors are necessary when cities are under siege and the population is cut off from 

basic food supplies, electricity and water. 

 In cases where a humanitarian catastrophe unfolds because the international law of war is 

being violated — for example through large-scale bombing of civilian targets — humanitarian 

corridors can provide crucial relief. 

Who sets them up?  

 In most cases, humanitarian corridors are negotiated by the United Nations. Sometimes 

they’re also set up by local groups.  

 Since all sides need to agree to set up the corridors, there is a risk of military or political 

abuse. For example, the corridors can be used to smuggle weapons and fuel into besieged 

cities. 

 On the other hand, they can also be used by UN observers, NGOs and journalists to gain 

access to contested areas where war crimes are being committed. 

Who gets access? 

 Access to humanitarian corridors is determined by the parties to the conflict. It’s usually 

limited to neutral actors, the UN or aid organizations such as the Red Cross.  

 They also determine the length of time, the area and which means of transport — trucks, 

buses or planes — are allowed to use the corridor. 

 In rare cases, humanitarian corridors are only organized by one of the parties to the conflict. 

This happened with the American airlift after the Berlin blockade by the Soviet Union in 

1948-1949. 
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1. Govt has allowed foreign medical students to complete 

internships in India 

 The National Medical Commission (NMC) has made a significant relaxation for students who 

are unable to complete their MBBS internships because of compelling situations like the 

Ukraine war or the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 It has said foreign medical graduates can apply to complete their internships in India. 

 The change is likely to provide some relief for final year medical students returning from 

Ukraine, and several students who are not able to complete their internships in China due to 

Covid-19 restrictions that continue to be imposed in the country. 

What has changed now? 

 Currently, Indian regulations do not allow foreign medical graduates to transfer to an Indian 

medical college for internships or examinations. The regulations strictly state that the MBBS 

course, training, and internship should be done in the same foreign medical institution. 

 For instance, the MBBS course in Ukraine is five and half years. The regulation stipulates that 

students have to complete a 12-month internship in Ukraine. 

 Now, however, the NMC has made one relaxation related to internships. The regulator has 

said that foreign medical graduates with incomplete internships due to the war can apply to 

complete the remaining part of the internship in India. 

Can any foreign medical student apply in India? 

 The NMC has said state medical councils have to ensure the candidates applying for 

completion of internship in India must have cleared the Foreign Medical Graduates 

Examination (FMGE) — a licensure examination conducted by the National Board of 

Examinations in India. 

 This means, state medical councils can process the applications of students who want to 

complete their internships in India only after they clear the FMGE. 
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2. Fusobacterium nucleatum Bacteria 

 

 Systematic analysis of the data helped the group of researchers at ACTREC-Tata Memorial 

Centre identify the presence of a bacteria, Fusobacterium nucleatum, in the oral tumours at a 

significantly higher burden than in the oral cavity of healthy individuals. 

 Interestingly, Fusobacterium nucleatum is known to play a vital role in colorectal cancer, 

wherein its presence affects the spread of the disease and the patient's response to 

chemotherapy. However, a similar role of Fusobacterium in oral cancer was not known 

earlier.  

 Moreover, oral cancer patients positive for Fusobacterium were found to be negative for HPV 

infection, suggesting they are present in a mutually exclusive way. 

 The finding underlines that while oral tumours in the West are more likely to be driven by HPV 

infection with a lower abundance of Fusobacterium infection, the oral cancer incidences in 

India are caused more by Fusobacterium infection.  

 The tumours in oral cancer patients infected with the bacterium were found to spread to lymph 

nodes in the head and neck region or other distant organs.  
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1. Northern River Terrapin ( Batagur baska)  

 

 Recently the forest officials had installed GPS transmitters on Northern River Terrapin in 

Indian Sundarbans. 

 The objective of the initiative was to ascertain the habitat, breeding pattern and the 

movement of the species. 

 However, in just six weeks after the release, at least three of the ten individuals of the 

critically endangered Northern River Terrapin ( Batagur baska) have travelled hundreds of 

kilometers and are now in Bangladesh. 

Northern River Terrapin ( Batagur baska)  

 The northern river terrapin (Batagur baska) is a species of riverine turtle native to 

Southeast Asia.  

 It is classified Critically Endangered by the IUCN and considered extinct in much of its 

former range. 

 The northern river terrapin is one of Asia's largest freshwater and backwater turtles, 

reaching a carapace length of up to 60 cm and a maximum weight of 18 kg. 

 The species is currently found in Bangladesh and India(in the Sunderbans), Cambodia, 

Indonesia and Malaysia.  

 It is strongly aquatic but uses terrestrial nesting sites, frequenting the tidal areas of 

estuaries, large rivers, and mangrove forests. 

Conservation Efforts 

 In 2008, a joint exploration of swamps mangroves and tidal creeks by the Turtle Survival 

Alliance (TSA) and Sundarban Tiger Reserve (STR) located a cohort of eight males, three 

females, and one juvenile in a pond at the Sajnekhali Interpretation Center.  

Environment and Ecology  
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 In the past 14 years, the conservation breeding of the species, categorised as critically 

endangered by IUCN Red List, has been a success with almost 12 adults and close to 370 

juveniles of the species.   

 The conservation breeding programme of the species came full circle on January 19, 2022, 

when ten sub-adults  Batagur Baska reared for over nine years, were reintroduced into the 

wild by the experts of TSA and STR. 

 

2. Sunderbans' tiger population 

 

 Preliminary findings of a study by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) suggest that the density of 

tigers in the Sunderbans may have reached the carrying capacity of the mangrove forests, 

leading to frequent dispersals and a surge in human-wildlife conflict. 

 A joint Indo-Bangla study in 2015 pegged the tiger density at 2.85 per 100 sq km after 

surveying eight blocks spanning 2,913 sq km across the international borders in the 

Sunderbans.  

 The ongoing WII study indicates a density of 3-5 tigers in the Sunderbans. Given that 88 (86-

90) tigers were estimated in 2,313 sq km of the Sundarbans in 2018, the population has been 

close to its so-called saturation point in the mangrove delta for some time. 

 Availability of food and space is the primary factor that determines how many tigers a forest 

can hold. And often, food is space for the tiger. 

 In the Terai and Shivalik hills habitat — think Corbett tiger reserve, for example — 10-16 

tigers can survive in 100 sq km. This slides to 7-11 tigers per 100 sq km in the reserves of 

north-central Western Ghats such as Bandipur, and to 6-10 tigers per 100 sq km in the dry 

deciduous forests, such as Kanha, of central India. 
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1. School of Advanced Materials (SAMat) 

 The foundation stone of the School of Advanced Materials (SAMat) was unveiled to bring 

together all the materials research activity of the Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced 

Research (JNCASR) – a centre that has emerged as one of the frontier areas of materials 

research in the country and worldwide over the last 30 years. 

 The setting up of a new building facility will lead to new ideas, new thought processes, new 

facilities.   

 The foundation stone of SAMat building was unveiled in the presence of Bharat Ratna Prof 

C. N. R. Rao, FRS on 4th March 2022 at Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific 

Research (JNCASR), an autonomous institution under DST and an institution Deemed-to-

be-University. 

 SAMat in Sanskrit stands for equanimity. The idea of creating the SAMat was realized in 

2018 and it consists of 28 faculty members drawn from several units. 

 The Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research (JNCASR) is a 

multidisciplinary research institute located at Jakkur, Bangalore, India.  

 It was established by the Department of Science and Technology of the Government of 

India, to mark the birth centenary of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first prime minister of 

independent India. 
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1. Indian Navy successfully demonstrates accuracy of Brahmos 

supersonic cruise missile from stealth destroyer INS Chennai 

 

 Indian Navy successfully demonstrated the accuracy of an extended-range land-attack 

Brahmos supersonic cruise missile from the stealth destroyer INS Chennai on 5th March 

2022.  

 The missile hit its intended target with pinpoint accuracy after traversing an extended range 

trajectory and performing complex manoeuvres. 

 This achievement establishes the Indian Navy's ability to strike even deeper and influence 

land operations further away from sea, when and where required.  

 Both Brahmos missile and INS Chennai are indigenously built and highlight the cutting-edge 

of Indian missile and ship-building prowess. 

 BrahMos Aerospace, an India-Russian joint venture, produces the supersonic cruise 

missiles that can be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or land platforms. 

 BrahMos missile flies at a speed of 2.8 Mach or almost three times the speed of sound. 

 The range of the advanced version of the missile is learnt to have been extended to around 

350 km from the original 290 km. 

 They reinforce the Indian Navy's contribution towards the Atma Nirbhar Bharat and Make in 

India endeavours. 
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1. Deepak Dhar chosen for the Boltzmann medal 

 

 Deepak Dhar, physicist, from the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research, Pune, 

has been selected for the Boltzmann medal, awarded by the Commission on Statistical 

Physics (C3) of the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics.  

 He becomes the first Indian to win this award, which was initiated in 1975, with Nobel 

laureate (1982) K.G. Wilson being the first recipient.  

 He shares the platform with American scientist John J. Hopfield who is known for his 

invention of an associative neural network, now named after him.  

 The award consists of the gilded Boltzmann medal with the inscription of Ludwig Boltzmann, 

and the chosen two scientists will be presented the medals at the StatPhys28 conference to 

be held in Tokyo, 7-11 August, 2023. 

 Prof. Dhar, who was formerly at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Mumbai, has 

been chosen for this award for his seminal contributions in the field of statistical physics, 

including exact solutions of self-organised criticality models, interfacial growth, universal 

long-time relaxation in disordered magnetic systems, exact solutions in percolation and 

cluster counting problems and definition of spectral dimension of fractals. 

 The medal, which honours outstanding achievements in the field of statistical physics, has 

been given to one or two persons, once in three years, in the last 47 years.  

 It is given only once to a person and on the condition that that person has not won the Nobel 

prize so far. 
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1. Women entrepreneurs to get Rs 10-lakh loan boost 

 The government envisages increasing the presence of women in the industry, by offering 

them support through loans for their businesses.  

 Bommai announced that a direct loan of Rs 10 lakh will be given to women entrepreneurs 

and women-led startups identified by Karnataka Innovation and Technology Society. 

 These loans will be provided through the Karnataka State Women Development 

Corporation.  

 Also, the government has decided to provide training to 300 women graduates from SC/ST 

community to help them become entrepreneurs. This will be facilitated through IIM, 

Bengaluru. 

 Monthly pension for unmarried, divorced women and sexual minorities will be increased from 

Rs 600 to Rs 800.  

 Through this, 1.32 lakh beneficiaries will be benefited, the CM said. In addition, the monthly 

pension for women acid victims will be increased from Rs 3,000 to Rs 10,000, he added.  

 

2. Bommai speaks welfare, showers sops with his maiden Budget 

 With a host of new schemes and projects, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai opened his 

purse strings to woo farmers, women and the North Karnataka region - key constituencies in 

an election year - through his maiden Budget. 

 The Budget is “formulated by a common man to common people”, Bommai said as he 

presented his plan to spend Rs 2.65 lakh crore in the upcoming fiscal for which money will 

come, hopefully, by meeting revenue targets that have been hiked based on a promising 

post-pandemic economic growth.  

 There are a number of offerings to farmers, the predominant occupation of many 

households.  

 Chief among them is a new cooperative bank for milk producers to which the government 

will give Rs 100 crore and Rs 260 crore will come from the Karnataka Milk Federation and 

other unions. Bommai also hiked the cooperative credit target to Rs 24,000 crore covering 

33 lakh farmers.  

 Bommai also announced the revival of the Yashaswini health scheme with a Rs 300-crore 

outlay for rural farmers. 

 And, under the new Raitha Shakti scheme, farmers will get a diesel subsidy at Rs 250 per 

acre (maximum of 5 acres) at a cost of Rs 500 crore.  

State News 
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 The Budget has dovetailed women into SC/ST schemes. For example, SC/ST women will 

get 25% reservation in all self-employment and other programmes run by development 

corporations.  

 And, self-help SC/ST groups comprising 3.9 lakh women will get a special programme. 

Monthly honorarium for Asha and anganwadi workers - mostly women - and pensions for 

unmarried, divorced and acid attack victims will be hiked.  

 On infrastructure, Bommai unveiled a new ‘Aspirational Taluks’ scheme worth Rs 3,000 

crore that is expected to benefit north Karnataka, a region that elects the most number of 

BJP legislators.  

  

3. 'Inter-State Water Disputes Act' needs to be totally amended: 

Karnataka CM 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said the 'Inter-State Water Disputes Act' needs 

to be totally amended, as it creates more disputes than resolving them. 

 The name itself says interstate water disputes act. It creates more disputes than solving 

disputes. We need correction in our law so that more water is available for different sections 

of people, instead of narrow political considerations, Bommai said. 

 He claimed that river basin management is the only answer for that. Stressing on the need 

for high quality efficiency in irrigation, the CM said there is misutilisation of a lot of water in 

irrigation. 

Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956 

 The Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956 (IRWD Act) is an Act of the Parliament of 

India enacted under Article 262 of Constitution of India on the eve of reorganization of states 

on linguistic basis to resolve the water disputes that would arise in the use, control and 

distribution of an interstate river or river valley.   

 Article 262 of the Indian Constitution provides a role for the Central government in 

adjudicating conflicts surrounding inter-state rivers that arise among the state/regional 

governments.   

 This Act further has undergone amendments subsequently and its most recent amendment 

took place in the year 2002. 
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4. Centre asks Karnataka to fix uranium contamination in drinking 

water 

 Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat expressed concern over uranium 

contamination in drinking water being supplied to households in some villages of Karnataka, 

calling it “a matter of serious concern”.  

 Apparently, uranium contamination in water has been found in some villages of Kolar and 

Chikkaballapur.  

 It has come to our knowledge that in the eastern part of Karnataka some of the villages have 

identified uranium contamination. It’s a matter of serious concern.  

 Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, Karnataka has so far provided functional tap water connections 

to 46.20 lakh rural households against the target of 97.91.  

 In Kolar, the government has covered 60,764 households whereas it is 54,330 in 

Chikkaballapur.  

 Under the KC Valley project, lakes in the two districts are being filled up using treated sewage 

water from Bengaluru. “This has helped groundwater recharge. Water is now available at a 

depth of 33 m. We did tests and found that this groundwater is potable”. 

 

5. Hubballi-Ankola railway project to commence this year: CM 

Bommai 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said the work on the ‘much sought after’ 

Hubballi-Ankola railway project will commence this year. 

 Karnataka is planning to develop several ports in the coastal areas and for that, we need good 

connectivity.  

 The Hubballi-Ankola is an important project and we are sure of getting all the clearance for it 

and starting the work this year. 

 Environmentalists have opposed the contentious Hubballi-Ankola railway project citing large 

scale destruction of green cover in the ecologically sensitive Western Ghats. Currently, the 

issue is being heard by the Supreme Court. 

 The chief minister also said that along with the Hubballi-Ankola line, the State cabinet has 

also approved the Dharwad-Belgaum railway project via Kittur. He said budget approval for 

the project has also been given. 
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6. Nirmala Sitharaman launches work on cosmology centre in 

Mysuru 

 Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that COSMOS, coming up on the University 

of Mysore (UoM) campus, would be more than just a planetarium to gaze at the sky on a real-

time basis as it will offer data that can be used by young scientists for “future learning”. 

 The minister was speaking after laying the foundation stone for the Cosmology Education and 

Research Training Centre (COSMOS) on the campus of the Sri Jayachamaraja Wadiyar 

Centre for Higher Learning of the UoM at the foot of Chamundi Hill here.  

 

7. 103 hatchlings of Olive Ridley Sea Turtles make their way to sea 

 

 As many as 103 hatchlings of the critically endangered Olive Ridley Sea Turtles emerged 

from the eggs after 55 days making their way to the Arabian sea here.   

 The hatchlings began emerging out of the eggs around 7 am at the Devbagh beach.  

 The eggs were discovered at the beach after 10 years. The officials fenced the area with the 

nest after a few local residents alerted the department. 

 The Olive Ridley Sea Turtle, a Schedule-I animal, is protected under the Wildlife Protection 

Act 1972.  

 The olive ridley sea turtle, also known commonly as the Pacific ridley sea turtle, is a species 

of turtle in the family Cheloniidae.  

 The species is the second-smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the world.  

 It is found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian Oceans, but also in 

the warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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8. 500 Jan Aushadhi centres in Karnataka soon, says Sudhakar 

 Health Minister Dr K Sudhakar said that 500 more Jan Aushadhi medical stores will be 

established in Karnataka over the next six months.  

 The minister was addressing the gathering before Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually 

interacted with the beneficiaries of Jan Aushadhi Yojana, as part of ‘Jan Aushadhi Diwas,’ in 

the city. 

 Sudhakar said, out of the nearly 9,000 Jan Aushadhi centres across India, 952 are in 

Karnataka and 500 will be added. 

 The centres will be established at primary health care centres. Private people should also 

come forward to establish Jan Aushadhi medical stores. 

Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP)  

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) is a campaign launched by the 

Department of Pharmaceuticals, Government of India, to provide quality medicines at 

affordable prices to the masses through special kendras known as Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya 

Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra.  

 Pradhan Mantri Bharatiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana Kendra (PMBJPK) have been set up to 

provide generic drugs, which are available at lesser prices but are equivalent in quality and 

efficacy as expensive branded drugs.  

 

9. Nano Urea will be a game changer in agri sector: CM Bommai 

 The nano urea - a fertilizer developed using Nanotechnology - is all set to revolutionise the 

agricultural sector across Karnataka.  

 Revealing that the new type of fertilizer has been tested in various parts of the state by 

agricultural universities, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that the results have been 

encouraging and is expected to bring in an overall change in the coming days.  

 The chief minister was speaking at the inauguration of the 12th edition of the 'Bengaluru India 

Nano' which is themed around the subject 'NanoTech for sustainable future'.  

Nano Urea 

 The Nano-fertilizer holds great promise for application in plant nourishment because of the 

size-dependent qualities, high surface-volume ratio, and unique properties.  

 Nano-fertilizers release plant nutrients in a controlled manner contributing to higher nutrient 

use efficiency. 
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10. Karnataka sets up 'Human Milk Bank' on International Women's 

Day 

 To cater to the needs of newborn babies who can not be fed by mothers, the Karnataka 

government has dedicated 'Human (breast) Milk Banks' established in the state at four district 

headquarters, including Bengaluru on the International Women's Day.  

 The facility was till date available at private hospitals only. 

 Breast milk is an elixir to kids. No child should be devoid of mother's milk. Few kids 

unfortunately won't be able to get breast milk because of the death of their mother or various 

reasons.  

 To cater to those kids, breast milk banks have been opened at four district headquarters 

including Mysuru, Belagavi and Bengaluru. 

 Mother's milk contains protein, saline, fat, sarcophagus and increases immunity. The breast 

milk will be collected from donor mothers using equipment, it will pasteurised and then 

freezed. It could be stored for six months.  

 Till now, 27 litres of breast milk has been collected. Among this, 21 litres has already been 

given to 90 children. 

 

11. All-women crew train makes women's day special 

 On the occasion of the International Women's Day, South Western Railway (SWR) Hubballi 

division operated an all-women crew train from Hubballi to Karatagi, to show respect to the 

commitment and expertise of women.  

 From loco pilot to guard, and from ticket examiner to RPF staff, all staff in the train were 

women. 

 

12. Karnataka mulls direct train, flights between Ayodhya and 

Anjanadri 

 Pilgrims visiting Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh can soon visit Anjanadri — the birthplace of 'Sri 

Rama Bhakta' Lord Hanuman in Koppal district of Karnataka by taking a direct train or flight.  

 Karnataka Muzrai minister Shashikala Jolle told the Legislative Council that the state 

government is in the process of starting both the rail and air services to facilitate easy travel of 

pilgrims between both places with a distance of more than 1,500 km. 
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13. 14 Karnataka districts to get fortified rice from April 1 

 The Food and Civil Supplies Department will start the distribution of fortified rice from April 1 

in 14 districts of the state.  

 The state's annual requirement of fortified rice for the 14 districts is 12.7 lakh metric tonnes 

which will be entirely supplied by the Food Corporation of India (FCI).   

 The move comes after the announcement in the state budget about distributing fortified rice 

under the 'Poushtika Karnataka' (Nutrition Karnataka) programme to eradicate malnutrition. 

 The rice will be fortified with nutrients like iron, folic acid, and vitamin B12.  

 It is the easiest way of ensuring these nutrients reach the public. Fortified rice will be mixed 

with unfortified rice in a ratio of 1:100 prior to distribution. This means for every 100 kg of 

rice, one kg will be fortified.  

 Fortifying rice involves grinding broken rice into powder, after which nutrients are added to it, 

and then it is shaped into rice-like kernels. Food additives are also used to ensure that the 

rice looks and tastes just like unfortified rice does.  

 

14. Social thriller 'Pinki Elli'  

 Prithvi Konanur’s ‘Pinki Elli’, which recently clinched two prizes at the New York Indian Film 

Festival, expectedly bagged the top honour at the 13th edition of the Bengaluru International 

Film Festival.  

 The 107-minute long social thriller, involving children, was adjudged the best in the Kannada 

Cinema competition for the year 2020 during the closing ceremony of the event at the J N 

TATA Auditorium. 

 

15. Karnataka Govt amends Fiscal Responsibility Act in view of 

financial crisis 

 In view of the continued financial challenges in Karnataka, the Cabinet approved the 

Karnataka Fiscal Responsibility (Amendment) Bill, 2022.  

 The Bill seeks to give some leeway to the government by increasing the fiscal deficit ceiling 

to 3.5 per cent and by permitting the state’s debts to go beyond the stipulated limit of 25 

percent of the GSDP.  

 It also provides for a revenue deficit. As per the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2002, the state 

government is expected to always maintain a revenue surplus.  

 In the recently presented Budget 2022-23, Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai had projected 

the Revenue Deficit for the fiscal 2022-23 to be Rs 14,699 crore. While the Fiscal Deficit is 
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expected to be Rs 61,564 crore (3.26% of GSDP), the total liabilities at the end of 2022-23 is 

estimated to be Rs 5,18,366 crore, which is 27.49% of the GSDP, he had stated. 

 The present amendment seeks to increase the existing caps as per the Fiscal Responsibility 

Act 2002.  

 The state government had brought in a similar amendment in the last financial year and the 

year before that too. This is a one-time amendment and is applicable to the fiscal 2022-23, 

according to sources in the Law department. 

Karnataka Fiscal Responsibility Act, 2002 

 The Act, which received the assent of the Karnataka Governor in August 2002, is intended to 

make the state government responsible for financial stability and sustainability, by setting 

and achieving annual and long-term targets for revenues, reduction of fiscal deficit and 

clarity in fiscal policies.  

 The law imposes limits on borrowings, debt and deficits in order to facilitate creation of 

“social and physical infrastructure and human development”.  

 One of the key financial policy demands on the state government under the law is “to take 

appropriate measures to eliminate revenue deficit and contain the fiscal deficit to 3 per cent 

of GSDP ”. 
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