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1. Recently, Which of the following state proposed a semi high-speed railway 

corridor named- Silverline Project? 

A. Karntaka 

B. Gujarat 

C. Punjab 

D. Kerala 

Ans: D 

Protests are taking place across Kerala against SilverLine, a semi high-speed railway 

project that envisages trains running at 200 km/h between the state’s northern and 

southern ends. 

What is the SilverLine project: 

 The SilverLine Project entails building a semi high-speed railwaycorridor through 

the state linking its southern end and state capitalThiruvananthapuram with its 

northern end of Kasaragod.  

 The line is proposed to be 529.45 km long, covering 11 districts through11 

stations.  

 When the project is realized, one can travel from Kasaragod 

toThiruvananthapuram in less than four hours on trains traveling at 200km/hr.  

 Current travel time on the existing Indian Railways network is 12 hours. 

 

 
 

2. After the RBI’s newly introduced digital payments index, which of the 

following events seen in Indian Economy? 

A. Point-of-sale (PoS) transactions done using cash in 2019 halved from 70% 

in 2019 to 37% in 2021 

B. Share of digital wallets Transaction improved drastically from just 25% of 

PoS payments to 45% in2021 

C. Currency in circulation as a % of the GDP has remained below the pre-

demonetisation levels in India 

D. All the above. 

Ans: B 

 The RBI’s newly introduced index shows that digital payments surged in India, 

especially during the pandemic 
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 The pandemic has accelerated India’s transition to a digital economy. From over 

70% of point-of-sale (PoS) transactions done using cash in 2019, the share almost 

halved to 37% in 2021.  

 Notably, the share of digital wallets in the mix has improved drastically from just 

5% of PoS payments to 25% in the same period.  

 Only China seems to be mimicking this phenomenal rise in wallet payments. The 

RBI’snewly introduced digital payments index also shows that digital payments 

surged in India, especially during the pandemic.  

 However, the currency in circulation as a % of the GDP has crossed pre-

demonetisation levels in India and is the highest among the economies compared 

 

3. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Chief Minister of a 

State? 

1. Under Article 164 of the Constitution, the Chief Minister acts as a 

link between the Governor and state council of ministers. 

2. He acts as a vice-chairman of the concerned zonal council by 

rotation, holding office for a period of one year at a time. 

Choose the correct code: 

A. Only 1 

B. Only 2 

C. Both 1&2 

D. Neither 1&2 

Ans: B 

Chief Minister of a State: 

 Article 164 of the Constitution envisages that the Chief Minister shall be 

appointed by the governor. 

 A leader of the party that has got the majority share of votes in the assembly 

elections, is appointed as the Chief Minister of the state. 

 The Governor is the nominal executive authority, but real executive authority 

rests with the Chief Minister. 

 The term of the Chief Minister is not fixed and he holds office during the pleasure 

of the governor. 

 The State Legislative Assembly can also remove him by passing a vote of no-

confidence against him. 

 Under Article 167 of the Constitution, the Chief Minister acts as a link between 

the Governor and state council of ministers. 

 He acts as a vice-chairman of the concerned zonal council by rotation, holding 

office for a period of one year at a time. 

 He is a member of the Inter-State Council and the Governing Council of NITI 

Aayog, both headed by the prime minister. 

 He is the chief spokesman of the state government. 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) finally announced Pramod Sawant’s name as Goa’s 

Chief Minister. 
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4. Recently, the term ‘Ratchet Obligation Clause’ is seen in news and is related to 

which of the following options? 

A. Geneva Convention 

B. World Trade Organization (WTO) 

C. Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 

D. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

Ans : C 

Japan has still not given up hope that India might reconsider joining the Regional 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) that it quit in 2019, a senior Japanese 

official said. 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) : 

 It is a trade deal between the 10-member Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) and China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 

 It aims to lower tariffs, open up trade in services and promote investment to help 

emerging economies catch up with the rest of the world. 

 To help reduce costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product 

anywhere within the bloc without meeting separate requirements for each country. 

 India has dropped out of the RCEP in November 2019 in ASEAN+3 summit 

 

The objections raised by India: 

 Base Year for Tariffs: The RCEP will result in reduction of tariffs in all member 

countries. Since negotiations began in 2013, the pact has proposed that the base 

year for reducing tariffs will be 2013.  

 However, India wanted to change the base year applied to reduce tariffs to 2019. 

 Auto-Trigger Mechanism: The auto-trigger mechanism is used when there is a 

sudden surge in imports. 

 Ratchet Obligations Clause: India wants exemptions on ratchet obligations. A 

ratchet mechanism means that if a country signs a trade agreement with another 

country and removes or reduces tariffs and quotas. It cannot go back on them and 

bring in more restrictive measures. 

 Rules of Origin: India wants strict rules of origin to prevent Chinese goods from 

flooding the country through member countries that may have lower or no duty 

levels. 
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5. Which of the following is/are Not true regarding chairperson of Union Public 

Service Commission (UPSC)? 

A. The chairman hold office for a term of six years or until they attain the age 

of 65 years, whichever is earlier 

B. The President can remove the chairman or any other member of UPSC from 

the office under few circumstances. 

C. The president need not to refer the matter of removal of chairperson to the 

Supreme Court for an enquiry.  

D. All the above 

Ans: C 

The Union government informed the Supreme Court that the Department of Personnel 

and Training (DoPT) has to take a call on whether civil services aspirants, who were 

unable to attend their Mains exam after being diagnosed with COVID, can be given 

another chance. 

Union Public Service Commission (UPSC): 

 The UPSC consists of a chairman and other members appointed by the president 

of India.   

 The chairman and members of the Commission hold office for a term of six years 

or until they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 

 The President can remove the chairman or any other member of UPSC from the 

office under the following circumstances:  

(a) If he is adjudged an insolvent (that is, has gone bankrupt);  

(b) If he engages, during his term of office, in any paid employment 

outside  the duties of his office; or  

(c) If he is, in the opinion of the president, unfit to continue in office by 

reason  of infirmity of mind or body.  

 However, in this case, the president has to refer the matter to the Supreme Court 

for an enquiry.  

 If the Supreme Court, after the enquiry, upholds the cause of removal and advises 

so, the president can remove the chairman or a member.  
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 Under the provisions of the Constitution, the advise tendered by the Supreme 

Court in this regard is binding on the president 
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