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1. Which of the following pass connects the Kashmir Valley to its west with the 

Dras and Suru valleys to its northeast and the Indus valley further east? 

A. Zoji La 

B. Muling La 

C. Niti Pass 

D. Shipki La 

Ans: A 

 Zoji La is a high mountain pass in the Himalayas in the Indian union territory of 

Ladakh. Located in the Dras, the pass connects the Kashmir Valley to its west 

with the Dras and Suru valleys to its 

northeast and the Indus valley further east. 

 The National Highway 1 between 

Srinagar and Leh in the western section of 

the Himalayan mountain range traverses 

the pass.  

 Since vehicle flow stops during winter 

every year due to heavy snowfall, the all 

weather Zoji-la Tunnel is now 

constructed to mitigate this. 

 Zoji La is about 100 km from Srinagar, the capital of the Union territory of 

Jammu and Kashmir, and 15 km from Sonmarg.  

 
 

2. Which of the following is/are holds true for the production of paddy? 

A. West Bengal is the largest rice producing state in India. 

B. It requires high temperature, (above 25°C)  

C. It need high humidity with annual rainfall above 100 cm. 

D. All the above 

Ans: D 
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The Telangana Government would wait for change of mind by the Centre for about a 

week and then intensify its struggle on the Rabi paddy procurement issue after 

Ugadi, Ministers stated. 

Rice cultivation in India: 

 Rice is the staple food crop of a majority of the people in India. Our country is 

the second largest producer of rice in the world after China. 

 It is a kharif as well as rabi crop which requires high temperature, (above 25°C) 

and high humidity with annual rainfall above 100 cm. 

 Most of the rice growing regions lie barren during summer (April-May). 

 It can be grown as summer crop in deltaic regions where water and irrigation is 

available through the year. 

 West Bengal is the largest rice producing state in India. 

 Deep fertile clayey or loamy soils are well suited for rice cultivation. Rice 

thrives in the alluvial soils along the river banks. The soil should be able to 

retain 

 standing water in the field.  

 The fields during the wet land  rice cultivation must be flooded under 10-12 cm 

deep water at the time of sowing. 

 The requirement of rice makes it primarily a crop of plain areas. 

 

 
 

3. With reference to Unified Payments Interface (UPI), consider the following 

statements: 

1. UPI is a system that powers multiple bank accounts into a single mobile 

application. 

2. UPI123Pay will work on simple phones that do not have an internet 

connection. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A. 1 only 

B. 2 only 

C. Both 1 and 2 

D. Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: C 
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has launched a new UPI service for feature 

phones called UPI123Pay for non-interest users to make digital payments also 

launched a 24x7 helpline for digital payments called 'Digisaathi'. 

 Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an advanced version of Immediate Payment 

Service (IMPS)- round-the-clock funds transfer service to make cashless 

payments faster, easier and smoother.  

 UPI is a system that powers multiple bank accounts into a single mobile 

application (of any participating bank), merging several banking features, 

seamless fund routing & merchant payments into one hood. 

 UPI123Pay will work on simple phones that do not have an internet connection. 

As of now, the UPI features are mostly available only on smartphones. The UPI 

service for feature phones will leverage the RBI's regulatory Sandbox on Retail 

Payments. 

 

4. In arena of Biodiversity in India - Brown Shrike, Orphean Warbler, Cormorants 

and Grey Bush Chat are seen in the news and they are: 

A. Birds 

B. Aquatic Animals 

C. Ruminants 

D. Desert Reptiles  

Ans: A 

A bird census conducted at the seven biodiversity parks in Delhi last month counted 

159 species of birds. The census recorded species like the Brown Shrike, Eastern 

Orphean Warbler, and Steppe Eagle. The highest numbers were of the Jungle 

Babbler, parakeets, bulbuls and cormorants. 

Brown shrike 

The brown shrike (Lanius cristatus) is a bird in the shrike family that is found 

mainly in Asia.  Like most other shrikes, it has a distinctive black "bandit-mask" 

through the eye and is found mainly in open scrub habitats. This shrike is mainly 

brown on the upper parts and the tail is rounded.  

Grey bush chat 

The grey bush chat (Saxicola ferreus) is a species of passerine bird in the family 

Muscicapidae. It is found in the Himalayas, southern China, Taiwan, Nepal and 

mainland Southeast Asia. Its natural habitats are subtropical or tropical moist 

lowland forest.  

Orphean warbler 

Orphean warbler (Curruca crassirostris) is a typical warbler of the genus Curruca. 

This species occurs in summer around the Mediterranean, through the Balkans via 

Turkey, the Caucasus and surrounding regions to Central Asia. It is migratory, 

wintering in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

Cormorants  

Phalacrocoracidae is a family of approximately 40 species of aquatic birds 

commonly known as cormorants and shags. Cormorants and shags are medium-to-

large birds, with body weight in the range of 0.35–5 kilograms (0.77–11.02 lb). 
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5. Which of the following is/are true regarding Microplastic? 

A. Microplastics are plastic particles less than 5cm in diameter 

B. Secondary Microplastics are tiny particles designed for commercial 

use and microfibers shed from clothing and other textiles 

C. Primary Microplastics are formed from the breakdown of larger 

plastics such as water bottles 

D. None of the above 

Ans: D 

A study by researchers from The Netherlands (Heather A. Leslie et al, Environment 

International, Published online) has examined blood samples of 22 persons, all 

anonymous  donors and healthy adults, and found plastic particles in 17 of them. 

Microplastics : 

 Plastic pollution that ends up in the ocean deteriorates and breaks down and ends 

up as Microplastics. Microplastics are plastic particles less than 5mm in 

diameter. 

 Primary Microplastics: They are tiny particles designed for commercial use 

and microfibers shed from clothing and other textiles. 

E.g. microbeads found in personal care products, plastic pellets and plastic 

fibres.  

 Secondary Microplastics: They are formed from the breakdown of larger 

plastics such as water bottles 

 The World Health Organization (WHO) claims that, Microplastics larger than 

150 micrometres are not likely to be absorbed by the human body. 

 GloLitter Partnerships Project: Launched by the IMO and FAO, it aims to 

prevent and reduce marine plastic litter from shipping and fisheries 
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6. Which of the following can be the cause/s for Coral Bleaching? 

A. Sediments such as sand or dirt covering the coral 

B. Excess nutrients such as ammonia and nitrate from fertilizers products 

C. The overload of nutrients 

D. All the above 

Ans: D 

The management authority of the world’s largest coral reef system, Australia’s Great 

Barrier Reef, confirmed that the reef is experiencing a mass coral bleaching event. 

This is the sixth time that the coral reef system is being hit by a widespread and 

damaging bleaching event and the fourth time in six years that such an event has 

occurred. 

What is Coral Bleaching?  

 The whitening of coral colonies due to the loss of symbiotic zooxanthellae from 

the tissues of polyps is called Coral Bleaching.  

 Zooxanthellae are unicellular algae that provide colour to corals. They also 

provide food to corals and their deaths lead to the breakdown of the symbiotic 

relationship between them. This breakdown of the symbiotic relationship causes 

starvation and resultant deaths of coral polyps.  

Causes of coral bleaching include –  

➢ Increased exposure to ultraviolet (UV) radiation;  

➢ Large amounts of storm water from heavy rains flooding the reef;  

➢ The exposure of coral to certain chemicals or diseases;  

➢ Sediments such as sand or dirt covering the coral;  

➢ Excess nutrients such as ammonia and nitrate from fertilizers and 

household products entering the reef ecosystem. (The nutrients might increase the 

number of zoo xanthellae in the coral, but it is possible that the nutrient overload 

increases the susceptibility of coral to diseases.) 
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CREDENCE IAS 

CREDENCE IAS has proved its credentials again!!  

“It is the Best Coaching Centre for KAS in Karnataka”.  

More than 100 Selections in KAS - 2015 batch.  

AC – 11, DYSP -6, ACCT-20, Tahasildar -16 

 


