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   1.   SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ launched in additional 126 cities; 

 Shri Manoj Joshi, Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) 
launched ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program in additional 126 cities across 14 
States/ UTs, in the presence of senior officials of States/UTs and various Central 
Ministries. 
o Background 

 ‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’, an additional program of PMSVANidhi was launched on 
4th January 2021 in 125 cities in Phase 1, covering approximately 35 Lakh Street 
vendors and their families.  

 MoHUA has been implementing Prime Minister Street Vendors AtmaNirbhar Nidhi 
(PM SVANidhi), a Central Sector Scheme since 1st June 2020.  

 The scheme aims to provide an affordable working capital loan to Street Vendors 
and has successfully crossed the 30 Lakh mark.  

 As envisioned by the Honourable Prime Minister, the scheme aims to not only 
extend loans to street vendors, but also aims for their holistic development and 
economic upliftment.  

 Keeping this in mind, ‘‘SVANidhi se Samriddhi’ program was started to provide 
social security benefits to street vendors for their holistic development and socio-
economic upliftment. 

 Quality Council of India (QCI) is the implementing partner for the programme. 

 

2.  “e-BCAS project” 
 The meeting of the parliamentary consultative committee attached to the Ministry of 

civil Aviation was held. The topic of discussion was “e-BCAS project”. 
 Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) establishes, develops, implements, 

maintains and reviews the National Aviation Security programme.  
 It also safeguards civil aviation operations against the acts of unlawful interference 

and threat, taking into account the safety, regularity and efficiency of flights.  
 It has now undertaken e-BCAS, an initiative under e-Governance for automation of 

internal processes. This will be an online platform for facilitation of stakeholders.  
 It will leverage strengths of existing processes and organization structure, with the 

objective to make entire activities transparent, user-friendly and efficient.  
 It will digitize the office processes, facilitate fast approvals, and ensure ease of doing 

business, by technological integration across various divisions and processes. 
 Under the e-Sahaj module, issuance of security clearance will be provided.  
 Under the e-training module, 16 training courses are being run for aviation security 

training and certifications. The Module involves online testing and effective 
supervision on quality of training being imparted.  
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3.  UPI-based payments service WhatsApp Pay 
 Meta’s instant messaging app WhatsApp has received clearance from the National 

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) to add 60 million users to its UPI-based 
payments service WhatsApp Pay.  

 This will take the total permissible number of users on the platform to 100 million. 
o What does this mean for WhatsApp? 

 As a result of this clearance from NPCI, WhatsApp will be able to add 60 million 
users to its UPI service and take on heavyweight rivals such as Walmart-backed 
PhonePe and Google Pay, which command a majority of the transactions that 
happen on UPI. T 

  
o What does the move mean for other players in the UPI ecosystem? 

 The NPCI has mandated that no platform should handle more than 30 per cent of 
total transaction volumes of UPI on a three-month rolling period basis.  

 However, for bigger players like PhonePe, which commanded a 49 per cent market 
share in terms of value of transactions in March and Google Pay, which had a 35 per 
cent market share, it has allowed them time until the end of 2022 to comply with the 
directive.  

 So, even as these players could continue commanding a significant market share till 
the end of this year, the increasing clearance to WhatsApp and the mandate for the 
others to restrict their share could result in a less skewed marke 
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1. Gujarat grabs top spot in NITI Aayog’s State Energy & 
Climate Index among larger states 

 Gujarat, Kerala and Punjab have been ranked as the top three performers in the 
category of larger states on the list prepared by the State Energy and Climate Index 
(SECI).  

 Goa emerged as the top-performing state in the smaller states category, followed by 
Tripura and Manipur. Among UTs, Chandigarh, Delhi, and Daman & Diu/Dadra & 
Nagar Haveli are the top performers. 

 The State Energy and Climate Index (SECI) is the first index that aims to track the 
efforts made by states and UTs in the climate and energy sector.  

 This ranking is intended to boost the energy sector related reforms and help initiate a 
dialogue with the states on the same so that much required policy improvements can 
be made.  

 Ranking on six parameters 
 The State Energy & Climate Index (SECI) Round I has just ranked the states’ 

performance on 6 parameters, namely-  
1- DISCOM’s performance,  
2- access, affordability and reliability of energy,  
3- clean energy initiatives,  
4- energy efficiency,  
5- environmental sustainability and  
6- new initiatives.  

 

 

 

2. India’s first Bullet train project: Japan to send modified trains 
suitable for Indian weather, dust 

 

Polity and Governance  
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 For India's ambitious 'bullet train project', high-speed Shinkansen trains from Japan 
will be modified for Indian conditions like temperature, dust and weight.  

 Japan will initially send six trains which are modified according to Indian 
specifications, and also bring in coaches in knockdown condition to be assembled 
here in the country. 

 We will get the E5 Shinkansen series trains currently operating in Japan. However, 
we are conducting studies to upgrade them to Indian conditions in terms of dust and 
temperature. 

 The E5 series are Japanese Shinkansen high-speed train types built by Hitachi and 
Kawasaki Heavy Industries.  

 They are capable of running at a speed of 320 kmph and are 3.35 m wide, the widest 
among such trains available in countries like France and Germany. 

 

3. NCPCR To Celebrate Pariksha Parv 4.0 From 11th April To 
31stMay, 2022 
 Taking inspiration from Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s “Pariksha Pe Charcha”, 

and continuing its endeavor towards making examinations a joyful activity, the 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) will be celebrating 
Pariksha Parv- 4.0 from 11th April, 2022 to 31st May, 2022.  

 NCPCR has been celebrating exams with its campaign ‘Pariksha Parv’ since 2019, 
intending to change the outlook of children towards exam stress and overcome their 
anxiety before exam result at a platform. 

 Pariksha Parv 4.0 is an endeavor for providing a platform for students, parents and 
teachers to share their thoughts and get guidance and important tips from the 
experts.  

 In stressful times, talking about and sharing the uneasy and confusing thoughts 
would help mitigate stress and anxiety of students to a great extent. 

 This year, a multi-pronged approach shall be followed with the objective of reaching 
out to teachers and parents in addition to children. Pariksha Parv 4.0 will include the 
following activities: 

o Live streaming sessions from 11th April, 2022 to 31st May, 2022 on 
Facebook,Twitter,YouTube of NCPCR and YouTube of Doordarshan National 
and New India Junction to enable students to interact with experts to reduce 
their exam stress and worries before exam results. 

o SAMVEDNA- (1800-121-2830) is a toll-free Tele counseling service of 
NCPCR by trained Counsellors for COVID related stress which will now be 
extended for students to cope up with exam and result related queries, stress 
and anxiety.  

 

4. All India Radio News launches a new weekly interactive 
programme ‘Abhyaas’ for Competitive Examinations   

 All India Radio News has launched a new weekly interactive programme, Abhyaas 
for Competitive Examinations.  

 It is aimed at reaching out to students and job seekers preparing for competitive 
examinations.  

 The programme is in Hindi and is broadcasted every Saturday between 9.30-10 pm. 
 Every week a subject is chosen. Students can ask questions through WhatsApp or 

email and a guest speaker or expert responds to their queries. Questions on each 
subject are selected on the basis of crowd sourcing from the students across the 
country.  

 The program also includes segments like Explainer, Factfile, Examination Calendar 
and Question of the Week. 
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5. Gram Swaraj Scheme 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved a proposal to 
continue the Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA), a scheme for improving the 
governance capabilities of panchayati raj institutions, till 2025-2026. 

 The CCEA, at a meeting chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the 
extension of the scheme that ended on March 31 at a total financial outlay of ₹5,911 
crore, of which ₹3,700 crore would be the Centre’s share and ₹2,211 crore the 
States’ share. 

 The approved scheme of RGSA will help more than 2.78 lakh rural local bodies to 
develop governance capabilities to deliver on SDGs [Sustainable Development 
Goals] through inclusive local governance with focus on optimum utilisation of 
available resources. 

 The scheme would work towards “poverty free and enhanced livelihood in villages; 
healthy village, child friendly village; water sufficient village; clean and green village; 
self-sufficient infrastructure in village; socially secured village; village with good 
governance; engendered development in village”. 

 

6. Sabka Vikas Mahaquiz 

 MyGov under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology is organising 
the Sabka Vikas Mahaquiz Series, which is part of an outreach effort to build 
awareness in citizens.  

 The quiz aims to sensitise the participants about the various schemes and initiatives 
and how to avail the benefits.  

 This quiz has been fittingly launched on the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna Dr 
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar on 14th April 2022.  

 PMGKAY is the theme of the first quiz 
 The first quiz is the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) under the 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.  
 Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY) is a pro-poor scheme 

intended to reduce the challenges encountered by the poor because of disruptions 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 The immediate goal was to ensure that no poor or vulnerable person or household 
went hungry.  

 Under the scheme, all National Food Security Act (NFSA) beneficiaries are entitled to 
5 kgs of free food grain every month. This is over and above the highly subsidised 
food grains available to NFSA beneficiaries. 

 The scheme has been successful in keeping extreme poverty low during the 
pandemic and has been praised in a working paper prepared by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).  

 

7. e-DAR portal to speed up accident compensation claims 

 A web portal designed by the government in consultation with insurance companies 
will provide instant information on road accidents with a few clicks and help 
accelerate accident compensation claims, bringing relief to victims’ families. 

 The Ministry of Roads, Transport and Highways (MoRTH) has developed the portal 
named ‘e-DAR’ (e-Detailed Accident Report).  

 Digitalised Detailed Accident Reports (DAR) will be uploaded on the portal for easy 
access.  

 The web portal will be linked to the Integrated Road Accident Database (iRAD).  
 From iRAD, applications to more than 90% of the datasets would be pushed directly 

to the e-DAR.  
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 Stakeholders like the police, road authorities, hospitals, etc., are required to enter 
very minimal information for the e-DAR forms. Thus, e-DAR would be an extension 
and e-version of iRAD. 

 The portal would be linked to other government portals like Vaahan and would get 
access to information on driving licence details and registration of vehicles. 

 For the benefit of investigating officers, the portal would provide geo tagging of the 
exact accident spot along with the site map.  

 This would notify the investigating officer on his distance from the spot of the incident 
in the event the portal is accessed from any other location. 

 Details like photos, video of the accident spot, damaged vehicles, injured victims, 
eye-witnesses, etc., would be uploaded immediately on the portal. 
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1. President of India Inaugurates Madhavpur Ghed Fair 

 
 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the five-day long 

Madhavpur Ghed Fair at Madhavpur Ghed, Porbandar in Gujarat on April 10, 2022.   
 Since 2018, the Government of Gujarat in association with the Ministry of Culture is 

organizing this fair every year to celebrate the sacred union of Lord Krishna and 
Rukmini.   

 The President said that the folk-story of the marriage of Shri Krishna and Rukmini 
shows how ancient is the cultural unity of India and how deep were the roots of our 
social harmony.  

 Born in today's Uttar Pradesh, Shri Krishna makes Gujarat his workplace and marries 
Rukmini, a princess from today's north-eastern region of our country. According to 
folk belief, the land of Madhavpur Ghed village has been a witness to their union.  

 The Madhavpur Fair connects Gujarat with the north-east region in an integral bond.  
 Through such events, people, especially the young generation gets a chance to gain 

knowledge about our heritage, culture, art, handicrafts and traditional cuisine. These 
events also encourage tourism.  

 The President said that the fair of Madhavpur Gher as well as the various functions 
organized on the occasion in several temples in Gujarat and in many places in north-
east India is a celebration of India's cultural, spiritual and social unity.  

 

2. “Utsav Portal” 
 Union Minister for Tourism, Culture and DONER Shri G. Kishan Reddy inaugurated 

the 2 days Conference of Amrit Samagam being held from 12th – 13th April in New 
Delhi. During the inaugural day of the 2 days’ Amrit Samagam Conference the Utsav 
Portal was also launched.  

 The Utsav Portal website, a digital initiative launched by the Ministry of Tourism, aims 
to showcase all the events, festivals and live darshans across India to promote 
different regions of the country as popular tourist destinations worldwide.  

 The objective is to showcase various elements, dates and details of the events and 
festivals of India on a global platform and increase tourism awareness, attractions, 

Culture 
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and opportunities by providing tourists with contextual digital experiences in the form 
of visually appealing photographs and stills from the events.  

 Additionally, the objective is also to let the devotees and travelers experience and 
view the sights of some of the well-known religious divine shrines in India in the form 
of Live Darshan. 

  

3. Poila Boishakh 

 
 Bengalis across the world celebrate the first day of the Bengali calendar with great 

fanfare.  
 Pohela Boishakh is the first day of the Bengali calendar which is also the official 

calendar of Bangladesh.  
 This festival is celebrated on 14 April in Bangladesh and 15 April in the Indian states 

of West Bengal, Tripura, and Assam (Barak Valley) by Bengalis regardless of 
religious faith. 

 Celebration of Pohela Boishakh traces its roots back to Mughal rule in this region and 
also the proclamation of tax collection reforms of Akbar. 

 The festival is celebrated with processions, fairs and family time. The traditional 
greeting for Bengalis in the new year is "Shubho Noboborsho" which is literally 
"Happy New Year".  

 The festive Mangal Shobhajatra is organized in Bangladesh. In 2016, UNESCO 
declared this festivity organized by the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka as a 
cultural heritage of humanity. 
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4. PM unveils 108 ft statue of Hanuman ji in Morbi, Gujarat 

 
 On the occasion of Hanuman Jayanti, The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 

unveiled a 108 ft statue of Hanuman ji in Morbi, Gujarat.  
 The statured statue that was unveiled is the second of the 4 statues being set up in 

the four directions across the country, as part of #Hanumanji4dham project.  
 It has been set up in the west, at the Ashram of Param PujyaBapuKeshvanand ji in 

Morbi. 
 The first statue of the series was set up in the north in Shimla in 2010.  
 Work on the statue in the south at Rameswaram has been started. 
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1.  IIT-Kharagpur among the top universities in the world: QS 
World University Rankings 2022 

 Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur (IIT KGP) has been named as one of the 
world’s top 100 universities for studying 19 subjects, according to the latest edition of 
the world’s highest QS University ranking. 

 The institute ranked 37 th in 2022 compared to 44 th in 2021 in Mineral & Mining 
Engineering and in Electrical & Electronic Engineering it ranked 80 th in 2022, 
improving its rank from 90 th in 2021.  

 In Engineering & Technology, it ranked 101 st in the world and 3 rd in India, as per 
the 12 th QS World University Rankings by Subject, 2022 announced recently.    

 The Institute has been ranked at the top three in India for Agriculture & Forestry (1st 
rank), Statistics & Operational Research (1st rank), Mineral & Mining Engineering 
(2nd rank), Environmental Sciences (2nd rank), Economics & Econometrics (2nd 
rank), Engineering & Technology (3rd rank), Computer Science & Information 
Systems (3rd rank), Chemical Engineering (3rd rank) and Accounting & Finance (3rd 
rank).                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                  

 

2. Ecuador becomes first country to give legal rights to wild 
animals 

 

International Relations  
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 At a time when the world is battling climate change and exploitation of animals, 
Ecuador, in South America, has made history by becoming the first country to 
recognise the legal rights of individual wild animals. 

 The 7-2 ruling by the top court in the country, handed down last month, is believed to 
be the first time a court has applied the rights of nature — laws that recognise the 
legal rights of ecosystems to exist and regenerate — to an animal, a woolly monkey 
named Estrellita. 

 

3. Israel tests new laser-based air defence system 'Iron Beam' 

 
 In a first of its kind, Israel has successfully tested a new laser missile-defence system 

'Iron Beam' which can intercept many kinds of aerial objects starting from missiles, 
rockets, anti-tank missiles and even drones. 

 The Iron Beam which is developed by the Rafael Advanced Defense Systems is 
using directed-energy weapon systems and can go a long way in providing aerial 
defence. 

 This is the world’s first energy-based weapons system that uses a laser to shoot 
down incoming UAVs, rockets & mortars. 

 Iron Beam: How it works 
 Iron Beam works on a fibre laser system to destroy any airborne object.Israel said its 

Iron Dome defense system has been a great success, with a 90% interception rate 
against incoming rocket fire.  

 But officials say the system is expensive to deploy. Bennett has said that someone in 
Gaza can fire a rocket toward Israel for a few hundred dollars, but it costs tens of 
thousands of dollars for the Iron Dome to intercept it. 
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4. Contours of Yemen’s first ceasefire in over 6 years 

 
 The civil war in Yemen — between the Saudi-led coalition and the Iran-backed 

Houthi rebels — saw a historic two-month truce deal last week, the first of its kind 
since 2016.  
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 The parties agreed to halt all offensive military, air, ground and maritime operations 
inside Yemen and across its borders. 

 The anxiously awaited ceasefire agreement, brokered by the United Nations came 
into effect on April 2.  

 The truce is the first nationwide cessation of hostilities agreed by all sides in over six 
years. The deal also coincided with the first day of Ramzan, the Muslim holy month 
of fasting. 

 Background 
 The war began in 2014 when Iran-backed Houthi rebels seized Sanaa and the 

country’s northwest, sending the ruling government into exile. Few months in, a 
military coalition led by Saudi Arabia intervened with a massive air campaign, hoping 
to drive back the Houthis and restore the government. 

 Since the war escalated in 2015, Yemen has suffered from one of the world’s worst 
humanitarian crises, witnessing mass hunger, poverty and civilian deaths. The UN 
estimates over 377,000 deaths due to the conflict as of late 2021. 
What is the new truce deal? 

 The two-month peace deal, announced at the peace talks hosted in Riyadh, calls for 
immediate halt of all ground, air and sea fighting from both sides. 

 Under the deal, commercial flights will now be able to operate from the Houthi-held 
capital of Sanaa, fuel ships will be allowed to pass into the port of al-Hudaydah. 

 Roads into the besieged south-western city of Taiz would also be opened. 
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1. Colour Blindness 

 The Supreme Court has directed the Film and Television Institute of India (FTII) not 
to exclude candidates suffering from colour blindness from its courses on film making 
and editing and asked it to make changes to its curriculum instead. 

 What is colour blindness? 
 Colour blindness, also known as colour deficiency, is the inability to see colours in 

the normal way. Colour blind individuals often cannot distinguish between certain 
colours — usually greens and reds, and sometimes blues as well. 

 Two types of cells in the retina detect light — the “rods”, which distinguish between 
light and dark, and the “cones” that detect colour. There are three types of cones that 
see colour — red, green, and blue — and our brains use the information from these 
cells to perceive colour. 

 Colour blindness can be the result of the absence of one or more of these cone cells, 
or their failure to work properly.  

 

2. National Health Authority (NHA) 

 National Health Authority (NHA), the implementing agency for Ayushman Bharat 
Digital Mission (ABDM) has extended an open invitation to all interested parties for 
sharing their Expression of Interest (EoI) for developing innovative solutions that shall 
help build a national digital health ecosystem for India.  

 Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) aims to create a seamless online platform 
that will enable interoperability within the digital healthcare ecosystem.  

 The mission has been conceptualized as a set of ‘digital building blocks’. Each 
building block is seen as a ‘digital public good’ that can be used by any entity in the 
digital health ecosystem and provides key capabilities that enable the ABDM vision. 

 The interested developers/ parties can also make a significant contribution to the 
national digital health ecosystem development by sharing their Expression of Interest 
(EoI).  
Some illustrative examples of the contribution for this cause are as follows: 

 Unified Health Interface (UHI) - NHA intends to develop a digital platform (similar to 
Unified Payment Interface or UPI) for interoperability between various digital 
solutions to facilitate various stakeholders using disparate solutions to communicate. 
Interested parties can join the development community on https://github.com/NHA-
ABDM/UHI. 

 Health Claims Platform (HCP) - NHA is developing a Health Claims Platform as a 
public good. Health providers (e g: Hospitals, labs) can submit their e-claims on this 
platform which can be received by payers (e.g.: Insurers, TPAs) for processing. 

 Software as a Service (SaaS) - Various digital health solutions can be used by 
healthcare providers. These may include solutions such as Hospital Information 
System (HIS), Hospital (or Health) Management Information System (HMIS), 
Laboratory Management Information System (LMIS), teleconsultation solution, health 
lockers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

Health 
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1. Asia’s Largest Sewerage Treatment Plant At Okhla 

 Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat inspected the under-construction 564 
Million Litres Per Day (MLD) Okhla Sewage Treatment Plant, which is expected to 
play a major role in the Yamuna cleaning process. 

 The plant, which will be the largest one in Asia, aims to remove contaminants from 
sewage to produce an effluent that is suitable for discharge to the surrounding 
environment or an intended reuse application, thereby preventing water pollution. 

 'After construction of this 564 MLD plant, there will be a considerable improvement in 
the water quality of River Yamuna.  

 Being an integrated project, the sludge management has also been included in the 
scope of the work as per which the sludge will be properly disposed of in a scientific 
manner addressing environmental-related issues. 

 

2. Bengal coast faces most erosion 

 The Ministry of Earth Sciences, in a response to a question, informed the Lok Sabha 
that of the 6,907.18 km long Indian coastline of the mainland, about 34% is under 
varying degrees of erosion, while 26% is of the coastline is of an accreting nature, 
and the remaining 40% is in a stable state.  

 “The National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR), Chennai, an attached office of 
the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has been monitoring shoreline erosion since 
1990 using remote sensing data and GIS mapping techniques.  

 About 6,907.18 km long Indian coastline of the mainland has been analysed from 
1990 to 2018. 

 In terms of percentage, West Bengal, located on the eastern coast of the country, 
with a 534.35 km-long coastline, suffered erosion along about 60.5% of the coast 
(323.07 km) over the period from 1990 to 2018.   

 This is followed by Kerala on the west coast, which has 592.96 km of coastline and 
46.4% of it (275.33 km) faces erosion.  

 Tamil Nadu, with a long coastline of 991.47 km, recorded erosion along 42.7% of it 
(422.94 km).  

 Gujarat, with the longest coastline of 1,945.60 km, recorded erosion along 27.06% 
(537.5 km) of it.  

 In the Union Territory of Puducherry, with a 41.66 km-long coastline, about 56.2% of 
its coast (23.42 km) recorded erosion. 

 Another organisation under the MoES, the Indian National Centre for Ocean 
Information Services (INCOIS), has prepared and published an atlas of Coastal 
Vulnerability Index (CVI) maps for the entire coastline of India at a 1:100000 scale 
using data on sea level rise, coastal slope, shoreline change rate, coastal elevation, 
coastal geomorphology, tidal range and significant wave height, the Ministry informed 
the Parliament. 
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1. IIT Madras launches first affordable, Made-In-India prosthetic 
knee called 'Kadam' 

 IIT Madras researchers have launched the country’s first Made-in-India polycentric 
prosthetic knee.  

 Called ‘Kadam’, the affordable prosthetic knee can transform the lives of thousands 
of above-knee amputees through not just mobility with ease, but also increased 
community participation, access to education, livelihood opportunities and overall 
well-being. 

 It was developed by a team at TTK Center for Rehabilitation Research and Device 
Development (R2D2) at IIT Madras, which also developed and commercialized 
‘Arise,’ the country's first standing wheelchair and NeoFly-NeoBolt, an active 
wheelchair and motorized add-on for seamless indoor-outdoor mobility. 

 The WHO states that only 1 in 10 people in need, have access to assistive 
technology and they are not available in adequate numbers and at affordable prices. 
FEATURES OF THE PROSTHETIC KNEE 
The unique aspects of Kadam include: 

 Suitable for short/long residual limbs after transfemoral (above-knee) amputation 
 Polycentric 4-bar knee joint provides the user better control of flexion-extension 
 Made of high strength materials: aluminium alloy - Al 6061 T6, stainless steel-SS 304 
 Customizable stability adjustment depending on the user’s need. 
 Frictional swing control adjustment for different walking speeds. 

 

2. India Successfully Test-Fires Pinaka Missile Systems 

 A new version of the Pinaka rocket system has been successfully flight-tested by the 
DRDO and the Indian Army at the Pokhran firing ranges, the defence ministry said. 

 As many as 24 Pinaka Mk-I (Enhanced) Rocket Systems (EPRS) were fired for 
different ranges during the last fortnight and the weapons met the required accuracy 
and consistency. 

 The EPRS is the upgraded version of the Pinaka variant that has been in service with 
the Indian Army for the last decade. 

 "Pinaka Mk-I (Enhanced) Rocket System (EPRS) and Pinaka Area Denial Munition 
(ADM) rocket systems have been successfully flight-tested by Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Army at Pokhran firing ranges". 

 The Pinaka rocket system has been developed by Armament Research and 
Development Establishment, Pune, supported by High Energy Materials Research 
Laboratory, another Pune-based laboratory of the DRDO. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science and Technology  
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3. Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’ successfully flight tested 

 
 Indigenously developed helicopter launched Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’ was 

successfully flight tested on April 11, 2022 at high-altitude ranges as part of user 
validation trials.  

 The flight-test was jointly conducted by the teams of scientists from Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), Indian Army and Indian Air Force 
(IAF). 

 The flight trials were conducted from an Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) and the 
missile was fired successfully engaging a simulated tank target.  

 The missile is guided by an Imaging Infra-Red (IIR) Seeker operating in the Lock on 
Before Launch mode. It is one of the most advanced anti-tank weapons in the world. 

 Helina has a maximum range of seven kilometers and has been designed and 
developed for integration on weaponized versions of the ALH. 

 The Helina missile system has all-weather, day and night capability and can defeat 
battle tanks with conventional armour as well as explosive reactive armour. 

 Helina can engage targets both in direct hit mode as well as top attack mode. 

 

 

4. 'Micro-swimmers' may soon help with drug delivery 
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 The research led by MPI-IS and Max Planck Institute for Solid State Research (MPI-
FKF), Stuttgart, Germany aims at moving microbots into the bloodstream to deliver 
drugs.  

 Made from the two-dimensional compound poly (heptazine imide) carbon nitride (aka 
PHI carbon nitride), these microbots are nothing like the miniaturised humans.  

 They range from 1-10 micrometre (a micrometre is one-millionth of a metre) in size, 
and can self-propel when energised by shining light. 

 How they swim 
 The PHI carbon nitride microparticles are photocatalytic. Like in a solar cell, the 

incident light is converted into electrons and holes. These charges drive reactions in 
the surrounding liquid.  

 The charges react with the fluid surrounding them. This reaction, combined with the 
particle's electric field, makes the microbots (micro-swimmers) swim. 

 As long as there is light, electrons and holes are produced on the surface of the 
swimmers, which in turn react to form ions and an electric field around the swimmer.  

 These ions move around the particle and cause fluid to flow around the particle. So 
this fluid flow causes the micro-swimmers to move. 

 With light, we not only move the microbots but can direct their motion towards a 
specific goal. 

 

 

5. Improved GSLV to be ready by this year 

 
 The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV) with improvements added to 

its cryogenic upper stage (CUS) is expected to be ready in the second half of this 
year. 

 A high-level panel which examined last year's failed GSLV-F10/EOS-03 mission had 
recommended measures for making the CUS more robust.  

 Indian Space Research Organisation's Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC) is 
tasked with making the required modifications to the cryogenic engine-powered 
upper stage of the GSLV Mk II rocket. 
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 The GSLV-F10 mission on August 12, 2021 was designed to place the earth 
observation satellite EOS-03 in a geosynchronous transfer orbit, but the upper stage 
of the rocket malfunctioned, forcing the space agency to abort the mission. 

 A national-level Failure Analysis Committee (FAC) later concluded that a leak in a 
Vent and Relief Valve (VRV) had led to a lower build-up of pressure in the Liquid 
Hydrogen (LH2) propellant tank, leading to a failed mission. 

 The FAC, whose report was published in March, points to a leak in the VRV as the 
underlying reason for the failure. Pressure build-up in the liquid hydrogen (LH2) 
propellant tank was low when the upper stage engine was to ignite.  

 This caused the fuel booster turbo pump inside the LH2 tank, which feeds the main 
turbopump of the engine to malfunction, affecting the flow of propellant into the 
engine thrust chamber. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Ax-1 Mission 

 A SpaceX capsule carrying three paying customers and a former NASA astronaut 
arrived at the International Space Station, finishing the first leg of this first-of-its-kind 
mission that will last about 10 days. 

 The Ax-1 mission, which was organized by Houston company Axiom Space, is flying 
on the SpaceX Crew Dragon Endeavour. 

 The mission was launched from Kennedy Space Center in Florida.  
 The spacecraft, which separated from the rocket after reaching orbit, spent about 20 

hours free-flying through orbit as it maneuvered closer to the ISS. 
 The trip was brokered by the Houston, Texas-based startup Axiom Space, which 

seeks to book rocket rides, provide all the necessary training, and coordinate flights 
to the ISS. 

 

7.  Drone Imaging and Information Service of Haryana Limited 
(DRIISHYA) 
 A training institute for drone pilots will be set up in Haryana to support capacity 

development.  
 The institute, to be set up under the aegis of the Drone Imaging and Information 

Service of Haryana Limited (DRIISHYA) is expected to cater to training needs of 
personnel of DRIISHYA and other organisations. 

 The chief minister was informed that Haryana is the first state to create a separate 
corporation to hasten unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)-driven governance 
applications. 

 With the help of drones, illegal encroachments can also be controlled along with 
detection of expansion of areas as earlier manual surveys were conducted at regular 
intervals which were time-consuming, costly and required more manpower. 

 Besides the revenue department, the use of drones should also be ensured in urban 
local bodies, power, disaster management, mining, forest, traffic, town and country 
planning, agriculture, etc, as it would help in mapping, land records, disaster 
management and emergency services, development planning departments in the 
urban areas. 
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1.  Pinaka Mk-I (Enhanced) Rocket System and Pinaka Area Denial 
Munition Rocket Systems successfully flight-tested by DRDO & 
Indian Army 

 
 Pinaka Mk-I (Enhanced) Rocket System (EPRS) and Pinaka Area Denial Munition 

(ADM) rocket systems have been successfully flight-tested by Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Army at Pokhran Firing Ranges.  

 A total of 24 EPRS rockets were fired for different ranges during the last fortnight. 
Required accuracy and consistency was achieved by the rockets meeting all trial 
objectives satisfactorily.  

 With these trials, the initial phase of technology absorption of EPRS by the industry 
has successfully been completed and the industry partners are ready for user 
trials/series production of the rocket system.  

 The Pinaka rocket system has been developed by Armament Research and 
Development Establishment, Pune supported by High Energy Materials Research 
Laboratory, another Pune-based laboratory of DRDO.  

 The EPRS is the upgraded version of the Pinaka variant which has been in service 
with the Indian Army for the last decade.  

 The system has been upgraded with advanced technologies enhancing the range to 
meet the emerging requirements.  

2. ‘Seema Darshan Project’ 
 Union Home and Cooperative Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated ‘Seema Darshan 

Project’ at Nadabet located on the Indo-Pak border in Banaskantha District of 
Gujarat. 

 This multipurpose tourism project was completed under the direct guidance of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.  

 He said that our nation is achieving new heights in the world because our BSF 
jawans are guarding our borders. 

 ‘Seemadarshan Project’ was initiated with the aim to provide an opportunity to the 
people so that they can visualize the life and work of the BSF personnel on our 
border.  

 BSF is constantly protecting our borders in very adverse weather conditions.  
 Under the ‘Seema Darshan Project’, all kinds of tourist facilities and other special 

attractions have been developed at a cost of 1 crore 25 lakhs.  

 

Defence and Security 
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3.  Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’ successfully flight tested 

 Indigenously developed helicopter launched Anti-Tank Guided Missile ‘HELINA’ was 
successfully flight tested on April 11, 2022 at high-altitude ranges as part of user 
validation trials.  

 The flight-test was jointly conducted by the teams of scientists from Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), Indian Army and Indian Air Force 
(IAF).  

 The flight trials were conducted from an Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH) and the 
missile was fired successfully engaging a simulated tank target.  

 The missile is guided by an Imaging Infra-Red (IIR) Seeker operating in the Lock on 
Before Launch mode. It is one of the most advanced anti-tank weapons in the world. 

 Helina has a maximum range of seven kilometers and has been designed and 
developed for integration on weaponized versions of the ALH. 

 Helina can engage targets both in direct hit mode as well as top attack mode.  
o In the top attack mode, the missile is required to climb sharply after launch 

and travel at a certain altitude and then plunge on the top of the target.  
o In the direct hit mode, the missile travels at a lower altitude, directly striking 

the target. 
 The DRDO has designed and developed a range of anti-tank missile technologies 

that include the Nag, Helina MPATGM, SANT and Laser Guided ATGM for MBT 
Arjun. 

  

4. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 

 The government has designated chief commander of terrorist outfit Al-Umar 
Mujahideen, Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar as a terrorist under the stringent Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act. 

 He was one of the released terrorists in the year 1999 Indian Airlines Flight hijacking 
crisis, in exchange for the hostages of Indian Airlines Flight.   

 In its notification, Union Home Ministry said,  Zargar has been running an incessant 
campaign from Pakistan to fuel terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir and is a threat to 
peace, not only to India but across the world, with his contacts and proximity to 
radical terrorist groups. 

o Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act  
 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act is an Indian law aimed at prevention of unlawful 

activities associations in India.  
 Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with activities directed 

against the integrity and sovereignty of India. The most recent amendment of the law, 
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 2019 (UAPA 2019) has made it 
possible for the Union Government to designate individuals as terrorists without a 
due process of law.  
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1. Dipika wins two gold medals at WSF World Doubles 

Championships 

 
 India won two gold medals at the WSF World Doubles Squash Championships on 

the back of brilliant performances by Dipika Pallikal Karthik, Saurav Ghosal and 
Joshna Chinappa at the Scotstoun Leisure Centre in Glasgow. 

 In the mixed doubles final, Dipika and Saurav defeated the English duo Alison 
Waters and Adrian Waller 11-6, 11-8. This was India’s first ever gold at the doubles 
championships. 

 Meanwhile in the women’s doubles final, Dipika and Joshna Chinappa defeated the 
higher-ranked pair of Sarah-Jane Perry and Alison Waters 11-9, 4-11, 11-8. 

 

2. Ferrari's Charles Leclerc claims victory in Australian Grand 
Prix 

 
 Ferrari's Charles Leclerc took a lights-to-flag victory in F1 Australian Grand Prix to 

seize the initiative in the 2022 title race, as Red Bull's Max Verstappen once again 
retired with mechanical issues.  

Sports 
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 Starting from his pole position, Leclerc looked comfortable at the front all afternoon 
long, and was never headed as he also set the fastest lap on his way to his second 
win in three races so far in 2022. 

 

3. Australia's Victoria State To Host 2026 Commonwealth 
Games 
 The Australian state of Victoria announced that it will host the 2026 Commonwealth 

Games, with all sporting events taking place outside of the state capital Melbourne.  
 The 2026 Games will be held in four regional hubs in the towns of Geelong, Ballarat, 

Bendigo and Gippsland, each with its own athletes' village. 
 The state has confirmed 16 sports for the Games so far, including aquatics, cycling 

and Twenty20 cricket, with further announcements promised. 
 The Games, held every four years, attract more than 4,000 athletes from the 54 

nations of the Commonwealth, almost all of whom are former territories of the British 
Empire. 

 The 2022 Commonwealth Games are due to be held in Birmingham, England, from 
July 28 to August 8. 

 

4. 16-year-old Praggnanandhaa wins Reykjavik Open chess 
tournament 

 
 A 16-year-old Indian Grandmaster (GM) Rameshbabu Pragganandhaa, who is one of 

the most promising chess stars for India has yet again proven his potential by 
winning the Reykjavik Open chess tournament by beating his fellow compatriot D 
Gukesh in the final. 

 Pragg, as he is called, finished half-point ahead of four of his competitors in the 
tournament which was Max Warmerdam of the Netherlands, Mads Andersen of 
Denmark, Hjorvar Steinn Gretarsson of Sweden and American Abhimanyu Mishra 
who is the world’s youngest GM, as all four finished on 7 points in the end. 
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1. World Homeopathy Day  
 The World Homeopathy Day is celebrated each year on April 10 to pay tribute to 

homoeopathy and its contribution to the world of medicine.  
 The day is observed on the occasion of the birth anniversary of German physician Dr 

Christian Friedrich Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of homoeopathy. 
 Born in Paris on April 10, 1755, Hahnemann was an acclaimed scientist, great 

scholar, and linguist. He discovered the way to heal through the use of homeopathy. 
He died on July 2, 1843. 

 World Homeopathy Day is celebrated to understand the challenges and future 
strategies to develop homoeopathy. The day aims to spread awareness about 
homoeopathy as a form of medicine and work towards improving its success rate. 

 Theme  
 'People's Choice for Wellness' is the theme for World Homoeopathy Day this year.  

o What is Homoeopathy and how does it work? 
 Homoeopathy is one of the alternative disciplines of medicine that generally works by 

triggering the healing responses of the patient’s own body.  
 It believes that any sickness can be cured by inducing symptoms similar to it through 

doses of natural ingredients.  

 

2.  National Safe Motherhood Day 2022 
 National Safe Motherhood Day (NSMD) is observed annually on 11 April to 

raise awareness about the proper healthcare of women and maternity facilities for 
pregnant and lactating women.  

 This day also focuses on reducing anaemia among women, institutional delivery, 
better pre and postnatal health care etc. which are necessary for mothers. 

 History 
 This day is celebrated due to the initiative of the White Ribbon Alliance India (WRAI) 

to provide and inform women of healthcare habits and for the availability and 
accessibility of various healthcare programs during pregnancy, childbirth and 
postnatal services.  

 In 2003, according to the request of WRAI, the Government of India had declared 11 
April as National Safe Motherhood Day which is the anniversary day of Kasturba 
Gandhi's birth.  

 She is wife of Mohan das Karam Chand Gandhi, the father of the nation.  

 

3.  International Day of Human Space Flight 

 The International Day of Human Space Flight is celebrated globally on 12 April every 
year.  

 The United Nations General Assembly marked the day in its resolution of 7 April, 
2011 to honour the beginning of the space era for mankind.  

 The UNGA reasserted the important contribution of space science and technology in 
achieving viable development goals and increasing the well-being of countries and 
people as well as ensuring the realisation of their longing to maintain outer space for 
peaceful purposes. 

 History: 
 A Soviet cosmonaut named Yuri Gagarin manned the first human space flight that 

took off on 12 April, 1961, and opened a new chapter of human endeavour in outer 

Important Days 
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space. Gagarin scripted history by becoming the first man who orbited Earth on 
Vostok 1 spacecraft.  

 

4. International Day for Street Children 

 International Day for Street Children (IDSC) has been celebrated globally since 2012, 
to recognise the humanity, dignity and defiance of street children in the face of 
unimaginable hardships. 

 This year, we are also recognising the work and dedication shown by those working 
on the streets with children, and call for proper recognition and support to be given to 
these frontline workers. 

o Street Children Have Rights 
 Just like all children, street children have rights enshrined in The Child Rights 

Convention, which has near universal ratification and support.  
 In 2017, the United Nations have specifically acknowledged these children’s rights in 

a document called the General Comment (No.21) on Children in Street Situations. 

 

5. 38th Siachen Day: Operation Meghdoot 
 The Indian Army observed 38th Siachen Day on April 13, 2022. The day is observed 

every year to commemorate the courage displayed by the Indian Army troops in 
securing the highest battlefield in the world 'Siachen Glacier' under Operation 
Meghdoot. 

 The Indian Army had launched 'Operation Meghdoot' to gain control of Bilafond La 
and other passes on the Saltoro Ridgeline from Pakistani aggression on April 13, 
1984.  

 Siachen Day not only commemorates the courage and valour of the Indian Army but 
also honours the brave Siachen Warriors who laid down their lives to capture the icy 
Siachen glacier and serve their motherland successfully.  

 This year completes 38 years since the Indian Army successfully captured Siachen 
Glacier. 

 Siachen is called the highest and coldest battlefield in the world. 
 Operation Meghdoot was a code name for the Indian Army's operation to secure 

control over the Siachen glacier in Kashmir. 

 

6. 103rd anniversary of Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

 
 It was 103 years ago, on April 13, 1919, when hundreds of people protesting 

peacefully were gunned down by the British forces at the Jallianwala Bagh in 
Amritsar. 

 On April 13, 1919 people in Punjab had congregated at Jallianwala Bagh to protest 
against the arrest of two pro-independence leaders — Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr. 
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Satya Pal. Many other people were also at the venue to celebrate the festival of 
Baisakhi. The British administration sought to break this public gathering.  

 The massacre took place when British General Edward Dyer ordered his troops to 
relentlessly shoot at the crowd as they blocked the only entrance and exit of the 
venue.  

 In the ensuing chaos hundreds of people died of bullet injuries. In a bid to escape the 
bullets several people jumped in a well that was within the complex and died.  

 The incident angered Indians and numerous protests broke out across India. 

 

7.  Ambedkar Jayanti to be celebrated as ‘Day of Equality’ 

 
 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin announced in the State Assembly that the birth 

anniversary of Dr B.R. Ambedkar will be celebrated as the ‘Day of Equality’ in the 
state. 

 “Baba Saheb Ambedkar’s birthday on April 14 will be celebrated as the Day of 
Equality, for which the oath will be taken across Tamil Nadu”. 

 Born on 14 April 1891, Babasaheb Ambedkar was an Indian jurist, economist, 
politician and social reformer who campaigned against social discrimination towards 
the untouchables (Dalits) and supported the rights of women and workers. He died 
on 6 December 1956. 

 In 1990, Ambedkar was conferred with the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian 
award. 
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1.  Ramdarash Mishra selected for Saraswati Samman 2021 

 
 Noted poet and litterateur Prof Ramdarash Mishra will be awarded the prestigious 

Saraswati Samman, 2021, for his collection of poems ‘Mein to Yahan Hun’, the KK 
Birla Foundation announced in a statement . 

 Instituted in 1991, Saraswati Samman is one of the most prestigious literary awards 
in the country.  

 It is given every year to an outstanding literary work written in any Indian language by 
an Indian citizen and published within the last 10 years.  

 It carries a citation, a plaque, and a cash prize of ₹15 lakhs.  
 The recipient is chosen by a selection committee, whose current head is Dr Subhash 

C Kashyap, former secretary-general of the Lok Sabha Secretariat. 
 Born in Dumri village in Uttar Pradesh’s Gorakhpur district on August 15, 1924, 

Mishra has excelled in different branches of Hindi literature.  
 In a career spanning decades, the 98-year-old has to his credit 32 collections of 

poems, 15 novels, 30 short-story collections, 15 books of literary criticism, four 
collections of essays, travelogues, and several memoirs.  

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards and Recognitions 
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2. Veteran Bengali writer wins coveted O. Henry Award for 
1977 story 

 
 Amar Mitra wrote the story back in 1977, when he was only 26; today, it has fetched 

him the 1919-founded O. Henry Award, whose past winners include William 
Faulkner, Saul Bellow and Raymond Carver. 

 The award has reinforced Mr. Mitra’s belief that the short story — titled Gaonburo in 
Bangla and The Old Man of Kusumpur in English — must have some “internal force” 
for even the Western audience to find it relevant after 45 long years. 

 The story is about a man’s journey to a remote village to meet a seer-like figure who 
is supposed to have answers to all of life’s problems. As he makes the difficult 
journey, people who help him along the way pile him on with their own problems, 
asking him to present their case to the old man. 

 

3.  Nykaa Founder Falguni Nayar Named EY Entrepreneur of 
the Year 2021 

 
 Nykaa founder and CEO Falguni Nayar was named the EY Entrepreneur of the Year 

2021.  
 An investment banker turned entrepreneur, Nayar disrupted a brick-and-mortar 

industry by taking a digital route to sell beauty products in 2012. 
 Nykaa is one of the most profitable startups in the country, and over the last two 

years, it has diversified into fashion and lifestyle with 100 plus offline stores.   
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 Larsen & Toubro Group Chairman AM Naik was felicitated with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Naik joined the L&T in 1965 and grew within the ranks to 
become the Chairman and Managing Director in 2003. 

 

4. After Hyderabad, Mumbai Recognised As A 'Tree City Of The 
World' 

 Mumbai has been recognised as the "2021 Tree City of the World" by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (UN) jointly with Arbor Day 
Foundation, Department of Public Relations, Greater Mumbai Municipal Corporation 
said. 

 Mumbai is the second city in India to receive this distinction. 
 Due to this pride, the city of Mumbai, which is known as 'Dream City', has now got a 

new identity as 'Tree City'. 
 The city of Mumbai is now one of the leading global networks in urban and 

community forestry. 
 The cities around the world are being evaluated on the basis of various standards 

such as Miyawaki forests established in BMC area, regular tree planting, scientific 
care of trees, public awareness, allocation of relevant resources. 

 Previously, Hyderabad was the only city in India to receive this honour. 
 Therefore, Mumbai has become the second city in the country to get the honor of 

'Tree City'. 

 

5.  Vice President presents the International Gandhi Award for 
Leprosy, 2021 

 
 The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu called for intensified efforts for early 

detection of leprosy cases, equitable access to appropriate treatment and integrated 
leprosy services. 

 He was presenting the International Gandhi Award for Leprosy, 2021 to Dr. Bhushan 
Kumar from Chandigarh and Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust, Gujarat at Upa-
Rashtrapati Niwas in New Delhi.  

 The annual award was instituted by Gandhi Memorial Leprosy Foundation. 
 Lauding the efforts of the recipients, Shri Naidu said that both Dr. Bhushan Kumar 

and Sahyog Kushtha Yagna Trust have been working diligently to raise awareness 
about leprosy and in providing care to those afflicted with it.  

 They have also been striving to remove the stigma associated with it. 
 India is reporting the highest number of leprosy cases in the world, India accounts for 

(51%) of the new cases detected globally (2020–2021).  
 The National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP) has been at the forefront of 

the battle against leprosy and has been trying to ensure total eradication. 
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6. Venkaiah Naidu confers Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship 
and Sangeet Natak Awards 

 Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu conferred the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship 
and Sangeet Natak Awards for the year 2018 and National Awards of Lalit Kala 
Akademi to eminent artists at a special function held in New Delhi.  

 Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship was given to four artists while 40 others were 
honoured with Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards. Lalit Kala Akademi Awards were 
given to 23 personalities including three fellows. 

 The four fellows, who have been awarded with Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship, 
are Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain, Jatin Goswami, Dr. Sonal Mansingh and 
Thiruvidaimarudur Kuppiah Kalyanasundaram.  

 They have been honoured for their eminent contribution in the field of the Performing 
Arts. 

 The Lalit Kala Akademi has awarded the prestigious Fellowships to three outstanding 
artists Himmat Shah, Jyoti Bhatt and Shyam Sharma. 

 

7. Prime Minister Narendra Modi honoured with first Lata 
Deenanath Mangeshkar Award 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi was honoured with the first-ever “Lata Dinanath 

Mangeshkar Award” in Mumbai.  
 The award has been instituted in the memory of the melody queen Bharat Ratna's 

late Lata Mangeshkar who passed away in February this year.  
 Veteran singers Asha Bhosale, Usha Mangeshkar and Meena Mangeshkar-Khadikar 

and Adinath Mangeshkar presented the award to PM Modi for his selfless service to 
the nation and society. 

 Besides, veteran actress Asha Parekh, Jackie Shroff, and vocalist Rahul Despande 
were honoured with Master Dinanath Award.  

 This apart the Mumbai Dabbawalas was also awarded the Anandamayi Award. 
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8. Prabhat Patnaik to get Malcolm Adiseshiah Award 

 
 Economist and political commentator Prabhat Patnaik will receive the Malcolm 

Adiseshiah Award 2022, according to a statement from the Malcolm and Elizebath 
Adiseshiah Trust.  

 The prestigious national award is given every year to an outstanding social scientist 
selected from nominations received by a national-level jury.  

 The jury unanimously selected Patnaik, who taught at the Centre for Economic 
Studies and Planning in the School of Social Sciences at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) in New Delhi and was vice-chairman of the Kerala State Planning 
Board.  

 The award comprises a citation and prize money of Rs 2 lakh.  
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1. Classical Kannada centre may be housed at Jayalakshmi Vilas 
palace 

 
 The Classical Kannada Centre is likely to be housed at the Jayalakshmi Vilas 

mansion at Manasagangotri, University of Mysore (UoM) campus in the city. 
 Even seven years after the classical status was granted to Kannada, it has no 

permanent building or other facilities. The mansion would be a better place for the 
centre. 

 

2. Work on Anubhava Mantapa’s replica to begin from May: 
Bommai 

 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that the construction of the replica of 

Anubhava Mantapa will officially begin in the first week of May at Basavakalyan in 
Bidar district. 

 Anubhava Mantapa will serve as a motivation to social and rational thinking.  
 It will inspire progressive social thought and ideals.  
 The 12th century was a century of transformation for India. Basaveshwara showed 

the path and ideals for the common man. His ideals of ‘work is worship’ and 
compassion is the essence of any religion and are still relevant, Bommai said. 

 

State News 
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3. Kali Tiger Reserve to house Karnataka's first wildlife research 
centre 

 
 The Kali Tiger Reserve (KTR) in Uttara Kannada district is all set to house the state’s 

first Wildlife Research and Training Centre. 
 The centre, which is expected to start functioning from May 2022 end, will come in 

handy in two ways.  
 First, it will help Forest Department officials to make decisions based on scientific 

data for better human-animal conflict mitigation;  
 Second, the centre will help its frontline workers such as Range Forest Officer (RFO) 

and their deputies to conduct research work on the flora and fauna of their choice.   
 The centre will house a laboratory, library, deep freezers and other scientific 

equipment required to conduct studies.  
o Training centre  

 The main aim of establishing the centre is to promote scientific temperament among 
frontline workers in understanding the forest ecology and also to give them a platform 
to take up research work.  

 

4. India’s 2nd Ayush sports medicine centre in Mangaluru soon 

 The Ministry of Ayush has sanctioned an Ayush sports medicine centre for 
Mangaluru, as part of the national Ayush mission. 

 This is the second such centre in the country and the first in Karnataka. 
 The centre coming up in Mangaluru will combine Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, 

Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy to help sportspersons, along with treating sports 
injuries. 

 It will lay emphasis on fitness and diet along with a lifestyle of the sports personnel 
through the centre. It will guide them in increasing stamina using naturally available 
foods.  

 It also aims to make them mentally strong and help them build confidence in 
themselves.  

 The sports persons will be trained in yoga and meditation to help them remain calm 
and keep their minds stress free. The centre will provide counselling to them if 
needed 
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5. Karnataka to include Bhagwad Gita in school syllabus 

 Karnataka Primary and Secondary Education Minister B C Nagesh on Monday said 
Bhagavad Gita would be included in the textbooks to lay stress on moral education in 
the schools from the current academic year.  

 Moral education is the need of the hour and hence, stories from Ramayana and 
Mahabharata which help to inculcate moral qualities will be included in the syllabus. 

 

6. Karnataka Youth Policy lays stress on mental and physical 
well-being 

 The Karnataka Youth Policy 2022 will likely focus on the mental and physical well-
being of the state’s youth.  

 An expert committee headed by Dr R Balasubramaniam, the founder of the 
Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement, has released the first draft of the policy.  

 The policy will remain in operation until 2030 and aims to enable the holistic 
development of youth and empower them to bring about constructive societal 
change.   

 While recommending the pivot on mental health, the committee cited the challenges 
faced by the youth including food habits and substance abuse plus the Covid 
pandemic.  

 The committee has recommended expanding the scope of the district mental health 
programme under the National Health Mission, setting up mental health programmes 
at secondary and tertiary educational and training institutions, reducing and 
preventing youth mortality by establishing an audit review cell for all new and existing 
roads and conducting awareness campaigns on traffic safety.  

 Additionally, to ensure youths are physically fit, experts have recommended 
launching the ‘Fit Karnataka’ movement along the lines of the central government’s 
‘Fit India’ initiative.  

 Besides mental and physical health, the draft also speaks about promoting arts and 
culture, value-based leadership development, employment and entrepreneurship, 
education and training.  

 

7. Karnataka government to restart mass marriage scheme 

 After a gap of nearly two years, the Karnataka government will restart the 'Saptapadi’ 
mass marriage scheme, Muzrai Minister Shashikala Jolle said. 

 The free mass marriages under the scheme will be conducted on April 28, May 11 
and 25 in select 'A' category Muzrai temples. 

 The Saptapadi scheme was started to prevent lower and middle class families from 
falling into financial crisis due to huge marriage expenditure.  

 Besides providing benefits to the couples entering wedlock, guests will be provided 
food by the managements of temples. 

 Under the scheme, couples entering wedlock will be given benefits worth Rs 55,000, 
including an 8-gram gold thali (mangalsutra), Rs 10,000 for the bride and Rs 5,000 
for the bridegroom.  
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8. Human trafficking: Soul of Section 370 is exploitation, says 
HC 

 The High Court of Karnataka has observed that exploitation is the soul of the 
provision under IPC section 370, the offence of human trafficking.  

 Quashing the proceedings for human trafficking against a petitioner, the court noted 
that the charge was made based on the suspicion and some financial transaction. 

 The prosecution case was that the Assistant Immigration Officer at the Kempegowda 
International Airport (KIA) on suspicion questioned three Indian nationals headed to 
Kuala Lumpur on July 20, 2019. The official found that the passengers were traveling 
in a group and accompanied by another person, the petitioner.  

 The court pointed out that IPC section 370 deals with trafficking of a person and has 
manifold ingredients. Justice M Nagaprasanna further observed that the soul of the 
provision under IPC section 370 is exploitation. 

 Section 370 in The Indian Penal Code:  
 Buying or disposing of any person as a slave.—Whoever imports, exports, removes, 

buys, sells or disposes of any person as a slave, or accepts, receives or detains 
against his will any person as a slave, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to 
fine. 

 

9. Now, a scheme to disburse pension at doorsteps 

 The government would launch an initiative in 10 days to disburse pension to 
beneficiaries at their doorsteps, Revenue Minister R Ashoka said.  

 Speaking to reporters during his Grama Vastavya (Village Stay) programme here, he 
said that a toll free number would be generated for the initiative.  

 A control room will be set up. Beneficiaries may call up the number and share their 
names Aadhaar card and bank account numbers.  

 Data will be sent to tahsildars and village accountants in 10 minutes. Within 74 hours 
after the call is received, the revenue officials visit beneficiaries' houses, verify 
documents and disburse the pension. 

 

10. Citizen scientists 'rediscover' Malabar Tree Toad 

 
 For nearly one-and-half centuries now, the Malabar Tree Toad (MTT) has remained 

an enigma to the scientific world. 
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 First ‘discovery’ in 1876 by Gunther based on a collection by Col Beddome, the MTT, 
believed to be the only toad to dwell on the high canopies of the thick forest of 
Western Ghats, was not ‘sighted’ for over 105 years till 1980 when scientists 
‘rediscovered’ the species in the forests of Kerala. 

 What was once believed to be an endangered species has now emerged as a 
common and endemic species to the four states of Western Ghats due to continuous 
study, thanks to people’s participation /citizen science initiative. 

 Since 2014, over 100 ‘citizen scientists’ have recorded 201 observations from various 
locations in Kerala, Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka where these toads (scientific 
name: Pedostibes tuberculosus) were sighted, and of those locations, more than 117 
are in Karnataka. 

 

11. Midday meal and supplements 

 
 From the next academic session, Karnataka is likely to become the 13th state to 

provide eggs under the midday meal scheme, which is among the largest initiatives 
in the world to enhance nutrition levels of school-going children through hot cooked 
meals. 

 What is the history of the scheme? 
 The current version of the programme, renamed PM Poshan Shakti Nirman or PM 

Poshan in 2021, traces its roots to 1995; it was launched as a centrally sponsored 
scheme on August 15 that year across 2,408 blocks for students up to Class 5.  

 In 2007, the UPA government expanded it to Class 8. 
o What is the scale of the scheme today? 

 The scheme covers 11.80 crore children across Classes 1 to 8 (age group 6 to 14) 
in11.20 lakh government and government-aided schools and those run by local 
bodies such as the municipal corporations in Delhi under the provisions of the 
National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA).  
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1. India likely to miss year's solar capacity target 

 India is likely to miss its 2022 target of installing 100 gigawatts (GW) of solar power 
capacity, largely due to inadequate uptake of rooftop solar, according to a report by 
JMK Research and the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 
(IEEFA). 

 As of December 2021, India’s cumulative installed solar capacity was 55GW, with 
grid-connected utility-scale projects contributing 77% and the rest from grid-
connected rooftop solar (20%) and mini or micro off-grid projects (3%). 

 With just eight months of 2022 remaining, only about 50% of the 100GW target, 
consisting of 60GW of utility-scale and 40GW of rooftop solar capacity, has been 
met. 

 Approximately 19 GW of solar capacity is expected to be added in 2022 — 15.8GW 
from utility-scale and 3.5GW from rooftop solar. 

 Solar capacity is a major prong of India’s commitment to address global warming 
according to the terms of the Paris Agreement, as well as achieving net zero, or no 
net carbon emissions, by 2070. 

 Impeding factors 
 Factors impeding rooftop solar installation include pandemic-induced supply chain 

disruption to policy restrictions, regulatory roadblocks; net metering limits; the twin 
burdens of basic customs duty (BCD) on imported cells and modules and issues with 
the Approved List of Models and Manufacturers (ALMM); unsigned power supply 
agreements (PSAs) and banking restrictions; financing issues plus delays in or 
rejection of open access approval grants; and the unpredictability of future open 
access charges. 

 
Probable Mains Question 
What are the different non-conventional sources of energy? Mention the hindrances 
that are preventing the complete utilisation of solar energy. Also steps taken by the 
government to promote solar energy. 

 

2. ‘Long Period Average’ 
 India is likely to receive a normal monsoon for the fourth consecutive year, the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) said in its first Long Range Forecast (LRF) for this 
year released on April 14. 

 Rainfall in the four-month June-September southwest monsoon season was in the 
normal range in 2019, 2020, and 2021 as well. 

o Long Period Average 
 The IMD predicts a “normal”, “below normal”, or “above normal” monsoon in relation 

to a benchmark “long period average” (LPA).  
 According to the IMD, the “LPA of rainfall is the rainfall recorded over a particular 

region for a given interval (like month or season) average over a long period like 30 
years, 50 years, etc”. 

 The IMD’s prediction of a normal monsoon on Thursday was based on the LPA of the 
1971-2020 period, during which India received 87 cm of rain for the entire country on 
average.  

 The IMD has in the past calculated the LPA at 88 cm for the 1961-2010 period, and 
at 89 cm for the 1951-2000. 

Mains 
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 While this quantitative benchmark refers to the average rainfall recorded from June to 
September for the entire country, the amount of rain that falls every year varies from 
region to region and from month to month. 

 Therefore, along with the countrywide figure, the IMD also maintains LPAs for every 
meteorological region of the country — this number ranges from around 61 cm for 
the drier Northwest India to more than 143 cm for the wetter East and Northeast 
India. 

 
Probable mains question 
How do you think the pattern of Indian monsoon has changed over the years? 
Describe the factors that are affecting Indian Monsoon. 
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