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1. ― It is a long narrow, deep, landlocked lake situated at a height of more than 14,000 ft 

in the Himalayas and is in the shape of a boomerang. It is not a part of the Indus river 

basin area‖ 

Which of the lake is discussed above? 

A. Pangong Tso 

B. Tso Moriri 

C. Tso Kar 

D. None of the above 

Ans: A 

India is closely monitoring the construction of a bridge by China on the Pangong Tso (lake) 

in eastern Ladakh, which is in ―occupied territory‖, the Ministry of External Affairs said 

 Pangong Tso is a long narrow, deep, landlocked lake situated at a height of more than 

14,000 ft in the Ladakh, Himalayas. 

 The 135 km-long lake sprawls over 604 sq km in the shape of a boomerang, and is 6 km 

wide at its broadest point. 

 The western end of Pangong Tso lies 54 km to the southeast of Leh. 

 The brackish water lake freezes over in winter, and becomes ideal for ice skating  and 

polo. 

 It is not a part of the Indus river basin area and geographically a separate landlocked 

river basin. 

 
 

2. Consider the following: 

1. In 2016 smartphones were infected using a technique called ―spear-fishing‖ 

2. By 2019, Pegasus employed zero-click installation without requiring any 

interaction by the target‖ 

Choose the correct statement regarding Pegasus spyware: 

A. Both 1 & 2 

B. Only 1 

C. Only 2 

D. Neither 1 & 2 

Ans: A 

In the Pegasus spyware case, the Supreme Court on May 20, 2022 granted extension of time 

to the technical committee to complete its report by June 20, 2022. 

Pegasus is a spyware developed by an Israeli firm, NSO Group, to infiltrate smartphones — 

Android and iOS — and turn them into surveillance devices. 

It is used as a tool to track criminals and terrorists for targeted spying and not mass 

surveillance. NSO Group has affirmed that it sells the software only  to governments. 

How does it work? 
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 Pegasus exploits undiscovered vulnerabilities or bugs, which means a phone could be 

infected even if it has the latest security patch installed. 

 In 2016 smartphones were infected using a technique called ―spear-fishing‖: text 

messages or emails containing a malicious link were sent to the target and it depended on 

the target clicking the link. 

 By 2019, Pegasus employed zero-click installation without requiring any interaction by 

the target‖ 

 It could infiltrate a device with a missed call on WhatsApp and could even delete the 

record of this missed call, making it impossible for the user to know they had been 

targeted. Pegasus also exploits bugs in iMessage, giving it backdoor access to millions of 

iPhones.  

 The spyware can also be installed over a wireless transceiver (radio transmitter and 

receiver) located near a target. 

 
 

3. Consider the following statements with reference to the One Nation One Ration Card scheme 

(ONORC): 

1. Under the scheme, the existing ration cards will be turned as one nation one ration card. 

2. One Nation One Ration Card will be a universal ration card allotted to all legal citizens 

of India. 

3. The e-AMRIT portal under the scheme will host the data of the food grains distribution 

through electronic Point of Sale devices within a state. 

4. It will enable migrant workers and their families to access the public distribution 

system (PDS) benefits from any fair price shops across the country. 

Which of the given statement/s is/are correct? 

A. Only 1 &4 

B. Only 1,3 &4 

C. Only 2 &3  

D. All of the above 

Ans: A 

The e-Shram portal of the Ministry of Labour and Employment, which is meant to register workers in 

the unorganised sector and help them access social security benefits, is being integrated with the One 

Nation One Ration Card scheme, according to Minister for Labour and Employment. 

One Nation One Ration Card scheme (ONORC) :  

 The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution rolled out a pilot scheme titled, 

One Nation One Ration Card Scheme in four states on a pilot basis in 2019. 

 It is a national ration card that will enable migrant workers and their families to access the public 

distribution system (PDS) benefits from any fair price shops across the country. 

The characteristics of the ONORC are: 

 Existing ration cards will be turned as one nation one ration card. 

 It will be a universal ration card allotted to each beneficiary registered under NFSA.  

 Using the ONORC, a beneficiary who migrates from one place to another can buy subsidized 

food grains from the fair price shop located in the destination city regardless of the origin of the 

beneficiaries 
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 The beneficiaries will be identified through biometric authentication on electronic Point of Sale 

(ePoS) devices. These devices will be installed at each fair price shop. 

The national portability will work using the: 

 Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal – It 

willprovide the technological platform for the ration cards portability. 

 Annavitran portal – It will host the data of the food grains distribution through 

ePoS devices within a state.  

 This will help a beneficiary to access subsidized food grains within a state (inter-

district.) 

 
 

4. Consider the following:  

1. Endosulfan is an organo-chlorine insecticide  

2. It was first introduced in the 1950s and is commonly known by its trade name 

Thiodan.  

3. It is still not banned in India inspite being hazardeous to aquatic animal. 

Choose the incorrect statement regarding Endosulfan : 

A. Only 1 & 2 

B. Only 1 

C. Only 2 & 3 

D. Only 3 

Ans: D 

The Supreme Court has slammed the Kerala government for doing ―virtually nothing‖ for 

Endosulfan pesticide exposure victims. The court said the State‘s inaction was ―appalling‖ 

and amounted to a breach of the apex court‘s 2017 judgment, which had ordered the State to 

pay ₹5 lakh each to the victims in three months. 

 Endosulfan is an organochlorine insecticide which was first introduced in the 1950s and 

is commonly known by its trade name Thiodan.  

 It was used to spray on crops like cotton, cashew, fruits, tea, paddy, tobacco etc. for 

control of pests such as whiteflies, aphids, beetles, worms etc. 

 Endosulfan in the environment gets accumulated in food chains leading to higher doses 

causing problems. 

 After the toxicity of the pesticide came into limelight because of the precipitating health 

issues in Kasargod District, Kerala banned it in 2001. Later, the Supreme Court banned 

the manufacture, storage and sale of endosulfan temporarily in May 2011. And, by the 

end of the year, endosulfan was banned permanently. 

 If Endosulfan is released to water, it is expected to absorb to the sediment and may 

bioconcentrate in aquatic organisms. 
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5. Which country chaired the ‗BRICS Foreign Ministers‘ Meet in 2022? 

A. Russia 

B. India 

C. Brazil 

D. China 

Ans: D 

Recently, China hosted the BRICS foreign ministers‘ meet in 2022. The Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA) of India S Jai Shankar participated in the meeting, where the foreign ministers 

discussed the situation in Ukraine and supported talks between Russia and Ukraine. 

 External Affairs Minister also participated in the BRICS foreign ministers‘ dialogue with 

emerging markets and developing countries.BRICS must meet commitments on 

territorial integrity, says Jaishankar 

 The leaders of BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India, and China) countries met for the first time in 

St. Petersburg, Russia, on the margins of G8 Outreach Summit in July 2006.  

 Shortly afterwards, in September 2006, the group was formalised as BRIC during the 1st 

BRIC Foreign Ministers‘ Meeting, which met on the sidelines of the General Debate of 

the UN Assembly in New York City. 
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