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1. Japan still hopes India will re-join RCEP: Japan Cabinet 
official Noriyuki Shikata 

 Japan has still not given up hope that India might reconsider joining the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) that it quit in 2019, a senior Japanese 
official said, indicating that India-Japan collaborations in other countries may be 
impacted if India continues to stay out.  

 The RCEP “Rules of Origin” clause could also make it more difficult for products that 
have an Indian component to be sold easily among the 15-member grouping 
countries in the future. 

o Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
 The 15-nation RCEP, which is the world’s largest trade deal and includes China, 

Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand and 10 members of the Association 
of SouthEast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and represents about 30% of global GDP and 
population.  

 It came into force on January 1 this year.  
 India was a founding member at the negotiations that began in 2012, but Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi announced his government was walking out of the 
agreement in 2019, after being unable to resolve issues, mainly over concerns on 
dumping from China and allowing Indian services free access in the region.  

 Since then, Japan and Australia, two countries that continue to convene the trilateral 
trade dialogue they started during RCEP negotiations with India, have said that they 
would welcome India back to the agreement if it decides to re-join, which was 
accepted by the RCEP grouping as well. 

 

 

 

2. National Land Monetization corporation 
 The Union Cabinet on March 9 approved the creation of the National Land 

Monetisation Corporation (NLMC), the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) that Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had announced in the Union Budget 2021-22, to carry 
out monetisation of government and surplus land holdings of public sector 
undertakings (PSU). 

o What is the NLMC and what will it do?  
 The National Land Monetisation Corporation will be a firm, fully owned by the 

government, to carry out the monetisation of government and public sector assets in 
the form of surplus, unused or underused land assets.  

 It will fall under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance and will be 
set up with an initial authorised share capital of ₹5,000 crore and a paid-up capital of 
₹150 crore. 

 Apart from monetising underutilised or unused land parcels of Central Public Sector 
Enterprises (CPSEs), the Corporation will also facilitate the monetisation of assets 
belonging to PSUs that have ceased operations or are in line for a strategic 
disinvestment, with the aim of unlocking the value of these land holdings. 

           March 20th to march 26th 

Economy 
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 The surplus land and building assets of such enterprises are expected to be 
transferred to the NLMC, which will then hold, manage and monetise them. 

 Besides managing and monetising, the NLMC will act as an advisory body and 
support other government entities and CPSEs in identifying their surplus non-core 
assets and monetising them in an efficient and professional manner, maximising the 
scope of value realisation. 

o What does monetisation mean? 
 When the government monetises its assets, it essentially means that it is transferring 

the revenue rights of the asset (could be idle land, infrastructure, PSU) to a private 
player for a specified period of time.  

 In such a transaction, the government gets in return an upfront payment from the 
private entity, regular share of the revenue generated from the asset, a promise of 
steady investment into the asset, and the title rights to the monetised asset. 

 

 

 

3. Asia’s largest civil aviation event, Wings India 2022 

 ‘WINGS INDIA 2022’, Asia’s largest Civil Aviation event will take off today at 
Begumpet airport in Hyderabad.  

 Coinciding with the Azadi Ka Amith Mahotsav, the fifth edition of the biennial event 
was held with the main theme, “India@75: New Horizon for the Aviation Industry”. 

 The four-day show is being organized by the Ministry of Civil Aviation and FICCI and 
is expected to provide a congenial forum catering to the rapidly changing dynamics of 
the sector.  

 Focussing on new business acquisition, investments, policy formation, and regional 
connectivity, the WING India is expected to provide a much-desired fillip to aviation.  

 Wings India will serve to synchronize policy formation and address concerns of the 
stakeholders in the civil aviation sector. Hence, it will consequentially bring 
unprecedented investment and business acquisition opportunities, thereby creating 
millions of jobs for those looking to enter this industry. 

 

 

 

4. State can impose tax on lotteries of other States within its 
jurisdiction: SC 

 The Supreme Court on Wednesday held that a State legislature has the right to 
impose tax on lotteries conducted by other States within its jurisdiction. 

 The Bench observed that ‘lotteries’ is a “species of gambling activity”. The court said 
‘betting and gambling’ is part of the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the 
Constitution. 

 The power to tax is on all activities which are in the nature of ‘betting and gambling,’ 
including lotteries.  

 Since, there is no dispute that lotteries, irrespective of whether it is conducted or 
organised by the Government of India or the Government of State or is authorised by 
the State or conducted by an agency or instrumentality of State government or 
Central government or any private player, is ‘betting and gambling’, State legislatures 
have the power to tax lotteries under Entry 62 of the State List. 
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5. RBI unveils innovation hub in Bengaluru 

 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor Shaktikanta Das on Thursday inaugurated the 
Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) in Bengaluru which is intended to encourage 
and nurture financial innovation in a sustainable manner through an institutional set-
up. 

 The RBI has set up RBIH as a wholly owned subsidiary with an initial capital 
contribution of ₹100 crore. 

 “RBIH aims to create an ecosystem that focuses on promoting access to financial 
services and products for the low-income population in the country,” the RBI said. 

 This is in line with the objective behind establishment of RBIH i.e., to bring world-
class innovation to the financial sector in India, coupled with the underlying theme of 
financial inclusion. 

 The Hub is expected to build an ecosystem for development of prototypes, patents 
and proofs of concept and promote cross-thinking, spanning regulatory domains and 
national boundaries. 

 The Hub had plans to identify and mentor start-ups having maximum potential. 

 

6. Export Preparedness Index 

 Gujarat has been named India’s top State in terms of export preparedness for the 
second year in a row as per an index released by the NITI Aayog.  

 Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu were ranked second, third and fourth in the 
index, as coastal States with higher industrial activity and access to sea ports 
account for a majority of India’s exports.  

 The Export Preparedness Index for 2021 is based on States’ ratings on four major 
parameters pertaining to exports promotion and facilitation, including policy support, 
business and export ecosystem and the actual performance in outbound shipments. 

 The index identifies three major challenges to India’s export promotion efforts. 
“These are intra- and inter-regional differences in export infrastructure; weak trade 
support and growth orientation across States; and lack of R&D infrastructure to 
promote complex and unique exports.  

 The index was prepared by the NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of 
Competitiveness.  
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1. Assam Accord 

 Last week, the Assam government informed the Assembly that nearly 1.44 lakh 
foreigners had been identified in the state until January 31 this year based on the 
1985 Assam Accord, and around 30,000 of them had been deported.  

 It added that definitions of phrases mentioned in the Accord such as ‘Axomiya 
janagan’ (Assamese people), ‘khilonjia’ (indigenous) and ‘adi basinda’ (original 
inhabitants) were yet to be determined. 

o Who is a foreigner under the Accord? 
 The Assam Accord was signed in 1985 by the Centre and the Assam government 

with the All Assam Student Union and the All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad, which 
had spearheaded the 1979-85 Assam Movement against migration from 
Bangladesh.  

 It set March 24, 1971 as a cut-off. Anyone who had come to Assam before midnight 
on that date would be an Indian citizen, while those who had come after would be 
dealt with as foreigners. The same cut-off was used in updating the National Register 
of Citizens (NRC). 

o Why is it important to define ‘Assamese people’? 
 Clause 6 of the Assam Accord promises “constitutional, legislative and administrative 

safeguards to protect, preserve and promote the cultural, social, linguistic identity 
and heritage of the Assamese people.  

 Clause 6 is important because many felt the 1971 cut-off was inadequate to address 
the impact of migration. It is seen as a provision that would guarantee certain 
benefits to the Assamese people to compensate for the 1971 cut-off. 

 

 

 

2. Section 144 CrPC 
 Section 144 has been imposed in Bodhan town in Telangana after protests turned 

violent over the installation of a statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji at Ambedkar junction in 
the town by the Shiv Sena and BJP workers. 

 Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) of 1973 authorises the Executive 
Magistrate of any state or territory to issue an order to prohibit the assembly of four 
or more people in an area. According to the law, every member of such an 'unlawful 
assembly' can be booked for engaging in rioting.  

 Section 144 is imposed in urgent cases of nuisance or apprehended danger of some 
event that has the potential to cause trouble or damage to human life or property. 
Section 144 of CrPC generally prohibits public gathering.  

 The orders to impose Section 144 have been conferred on the Executive Magistrate 
when there is an emergency situation. 

 Section 144 also restricts carrying any sort of weapon in that area where it has been 
imposed and people can be detained for violating it. The maximum punishment for 
such an act is three years.  

 According to the order under this section, there shall be no movement of public and 
all educational institutions shall also remain closed and there will be a complete bar 
on holding any kind of public meetings or rallies during the period of operation of this 
order. 

 Moreover, obstructing law enforcement agencies from dispersing an unlawful 
assembly is a punishable offence. Section 144 also empowers the authorities to 
block internet access.  

Polity and Governance 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 
 

o Duration of Section 144 order 
 No order under Section 144 shall remain in force for more than two months but the 

state government can extend the validity for two months and maximum up to six 
months.  

 It can be withdrawn at any point of time if the situation becomes normal. 
o Difference between Section 144 and curfew 

 Section 144 prohibits gathering of four or more people in the concerned area, while 
during the curfew people are instructed to stay indoors for a particular period of time.  

 The government puts a complete restriction on traffic as well. Markets, schools, 
colleges and offices remain closed under the curfew and only essential services are 
allowed to run on prior notice. 

 

 

 

3. Article 355 

 Amid a full-blown political battle between the Trinamool Congress and the BJP over 
the violence in West Bengal’s Birbhum district, Congress leader in Lok Sabha Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury on Wednesday wrote to President Ram Nath Kovind, urging him 
to invoke Article 355 of the Constitution to ensure that the state government functions 
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

 The law-and-order situation in West Bengal has completely broken down.  
 Article 355 of the Constitution deals with an emergency provision by which the 

Centre can intervene and protect a state against external aggression or internal 
disturbance. 
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1. Zoji La Pass opened for traffic on Srinagar-Kargil-Leh road 

 
 Border Roads Organisation (BRO) opened the gateway between Union Territories of 

Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir - the Zoji La Pass - for traffic on Srinagar-Kargil-Leh 
road at 11,650 feet on March 19, 2022, setting up an all-time record of the pass 
being opened after just 73 days of its closure this year.  

 This is the first time BRO has been able to achieve the feat, after it had kept the pass 
open till January 05, 2022 through relentless snow clearance operations amidst 
tough weather conditions.  

 From February 15, 2022, the snow clearance operations were undertaken from both 
sides of the pass by Project Beacon and Vijayak, located in J&K and Ladakh 
respectively. After sustained efforts, connectivity across Zoji La Pass was initially 
established on March 04, 2022.  

 Usually, the Zoji La Pass used to remain closed for around 160-180 days during 
winters on account of heavy snowfall. 

 Zoji La is a high mountain pass in the Himalayas in the Indian union territory of 
Ladakh. Located in the Dras, the pass connects the Kashmir Valley to its west with 
the Dras and Suru valleys to its northeast and the Indus valley further east. 

 

2. Par Tapi Narmada river-linking project 

 

Geography 
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 On March 21, 2022, the tribals in Gujarat will hold a public meeting in Kaprada in 
Valsad district to protest against the Centre’s Par Tapi Narmada river-linking project.  

 This will be the fourth such protest after the first on February 28 in Dharampur of 
Valsad district, the second one on March 5 in Vyara of Tapi district, and the third on 
March 11, in Dang district. 

o What is the Par Tapi Narmada river-linking project? 
 The Par Tapi Narmada link project was envisioned under the 1980 National 

Perspective Plan under the former Union Ministry of Irrigation and the Central Water 
Commission (CWC). 

 The project proposes to transfer river water from the surplus regions of the Western 
Ghats to the deficit regions of Saurashtra and Kutch.  

 It proposes to link three rivers — Par, originating from Nashik in Maharashtra and 
flowing through Valsad, Tapi from Saputara that flows through Maharashtra and 
Surat in Gujarat, and Narmada originating in Madhya Pradesh and flowing through 
Maharashtra and Bharuch and Narmada districts in Gujarat. 

 The link mainly includes the construction of  
o seven dams (Jheri, Mohankavchali, Paikhed, Chasmandva, Chikkar, Dabdar 

and Kelwan),  
o three diversion weirs (Paikhed, Chasmandva, and Chikar dams),  
o two tunnels (5.0 kilometers and 0.5 kilometers length),  
o the 395-kilometre long canal (205 kilometre in Par-Tapi portion including the 

length of feeder canals and 190 km in Tapi-Narmada portion), and  
o six powerhouses. 

 Of these, the Jheri dam falls in Nashik, while the remaining dams are in Valsad and 
Dang districts of South Gujarat. 

 

3. Cyclone Asani 

 
 People living in coastal areas of Andaman and Nicobar Islands were evacuated to 

safety as the archipelago experienced heavy rain and strong winds due to Cyclone 
Asani. 

 Inter-island shipping services and those with Chennai and Visakhapatnam have been 
stopped and fishermen warned not to venture into the sea as the year's first cyclonic 
storm neared the archipelago, they said. 

 Around 150 personnel of the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) have been 
deployed and six relief camps opened in various parts of the islands. 

http://www.credenceias.com/
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 Depression over southeast Bay of Bengal and adjoining south Andaman Sea lay 
centered at about 110 km north-northwest of Car Nicobar (Nicobar Islands). 

 

4. Heatwaves 

 New Delhi (Sardurjung) recorded a temperature of over 38 degrees Celsius on 
Sunday, the hottest for March so far for the national capital.  

o Heatwave Climatology 
 As winter transitions to spring with the northward march of the Sun after the winter 

solstice, maximum temperatures in India show a rising trend, starting from southern 
parts followed by central and northern India. 

 March is the beginning of the summer season in India.  
 During this month, the maximum heating zone runs along central India regions 

between Odisha and Gujarat. Here, hotter conditions start building up in March. 
 The maximum temperatures peak in April and May and the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) identifies the core heatwave zone spanning Rajasthan, Punjab, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, West Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha, Vidarbha in Maharashtra, parts of Gangetic West Bengal, Coastal Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana. 

o March heatwave 
 This year, the geographical expanse of the latest heatwave spell was unusually 

large. 
 North and northwest India including Jammu, Kutch-Saurashtra, Rajasthan along with 

parts of Madhya Pradesh and Uttarakhand experienced a heatwave last week. 
 In addition to such a large area being under the influence of heat waves, the latest 

spell was a prolonged one too. 
o Reasons  

 Along with seasonal transition, the lack of pre-monsoon showers has contributed to 
the overall heating. 

 Hot winds from the deserts of northwest India also contribute to the soaring 
temperatures in central India regions. 

 

5. October 5 to be celebrated as National Dolphin Day: 
Environment Minister 

 Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav today said that October 5th has been 
designated as National Dolphin Day to be celebrated every year to create awareness 
for conservation of Dolphins. 

 He chaired the 67th meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board for 
WildLife in New Delhi today. Considering that generating awareness amongst the 
people on the benefits of conservation of Dolphins is important, the Standing 
Committee recommended that every year the 5th of October should be celebrated as 
National Dolphin Day. 

 Healthy aquatic ecosystems help in maintaining the overall health of the planet.  
 Dolphins act as ideal ecological indicators of a healthy aquatic ecosystem and 

conservation of the Dolphins will benefit the survival of the species and people 
dependent on the aquatic system for their livelihood.  
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1. Swachh Bharat Mission 

 Only 12% of the villages that were supposed to get infrastructure for liquid waste 
management this year have achieved their goal under the second phase of the 
Swacch Bharat Mission, according to the parliamentary standing committee report on 
water resources presented in the Lok Sabha.  

 The implementation of solid waste management infrastructure also lagged behind, 
with only 22% of target villages covered during 2021-22 until February 7. 

 In its first phase, the Swachh Bharat Mission aimed to provide a toilet in every rural 
household and claimed to have achieved its goal in 2019.  

 However, the second phase, which involves more complex community-level 
infrastructure — including facilities for collection and segregation of solid waste, 
compost pits and biogas plants for biodegradable waste, greywater management, 
soak pits, and treatment of faecal sludge — has not been able to meet targets, with 
the pandemic also slowing down progress. 
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1. World Happiness Report 

 For the fifth straight year, the United Nations’ World Happiness Report has found 
Finland to be the happiest country in the world.  

 The report, the latest edition of which was released two days before the annual 
International Day of Happiness, is issued annually by the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network.  

 It ranks 150 countries (146 in 2022) on factors such as personal sense of well-being, 
levels of GDP, life expectancy etc. The list assigns a score on a scale of 0-10, based 
on an average of data over a three-year-period. 

 Afghanistan was ranked as the unhappiest nation, followed by Lebanon, Zimbabwe, 
Rwanda and Botswana, respectively. 

 India, meanwhile, saw a marginal improvement in its ranking, jumping three spots to 
136, from 139 a year ago. 

 

2. India hopes for permanent presence in Arctic 

 
 India aspires to have a permanent presence, more research stations and establish 

satellite ground stations in the Arctic region, suggests a perusal of its ‘Arctic Policy’ 
document that was officially unveiled recently. 

 Arctic weather influences the Indian monsoon and hence has been of interest to 
Indian researchers for decades. Climate change and the melting of ice caps imply 
changes to the Arctic weather. 

o Initiatives by India 
 India presently has a single station, Himadri, in Ny-Alesund, Svalbard, a Norwegian 

archipelago, where research personnel are usually present for 180 days. India is in 
the process of procuring an ice-breaker research vessel that can navigate the region. 

 India has had a research base in the region since 2008 and also has two 
observatories. 

 India has so far sent 13 expeditions to the Arctic since 2007 and runs 23 active 
science projects. About 25 institutes and universities are currently involved in Arctic 

International Relations 
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research in India and close to a hundred peer-reviewed papers have been published 
on Arctic issues since 2007. 

o Arctic Council 
 The Arctic has eight states— Canada, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Iceland, Russia, 

Sweden and the United States — that comprise the Arctic Council. It is home to 
about 4 million, a tenth of them being indigenous tribes.  

 India has the status of ‘Observer’ member — 12 other countries have such a status 
— in the Arctic Council and participates in several meetings that are mostly themed 
around research. 

 

3. ‘Finlandization’ 
 It will soon be a month since Russia invaded Ukraine, and despite several rounds of 

talks between the representatives of the two sides, it remains unclear when and how 
the war might end. 

 Among the scenarios that have been seen as potentially workable is the 
“Finlandization” of Ukraine. 

 Finlandization’ refers to the policy of strict neutrality between Moscow and the West 
that Finland followed during the decades of the Cold War.  

 The principle of neutrality was rooted in the Agreement of Friendship, Cooperation, 
and Mutual Assistance (or YYA Treaty) that Finland signed with the USSR in April 
1948. 

 Article 1 of the treaty (translated) reads: “In the eventuality of Finland, or the Soviet 
Union through Finnish territory, becoming the object of an armed attack by Germany 
or any state allied with the latter (meaning, essentially, the United States), Finland 
will, true to its obligations as an independent state, fight to repel the attack. 

 “Finland will in such cases use all its available forces for defending its territorial 
integrity by land, sea, and air, and will do so within the frontiers of Finland in 
accordance with obligations defined in the present agreement and, if necessary, with 
the assistance of or jointly with, the Soviet Union. 

 “In (these) cases, the Soviet Union will give Finland the help that it requires, subject 
to mutual agreement between the contracting parties.” 

o Context and reasoning 
 The 1948 treaty formed the basis of Helsinki-Moscow relations until 1992, when 

Finland signed a new agreement with post-Soviet Russia. It lay at the heart of 
Finland’s foreign policy doctrine especially when Juho Kusti Paasikivi (1946-56) and 
Urho Kekkonen (1956-82) were President, and is known in international relations 
studies as the “Paasikivi-Kekkonen line”. 

 From the perspective of Finland — whose capital Helsinki is situated just across the 
Gulf of Finland from St Petersburg (Leningrad) — the treaty protected it from being 
attacked or incorporated into the USSR like the Baltic and eastern European states.  

 It allowed the country to pursue the path of democracy and capitalism while staying 
out of the conflict between the great powers. 
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4. India- Seychelles joint military exercise LAMITIYE 
concludes at Seychelles 

 
 With the aim of strengthening the operation capabilities against hostile forces, the 9th 

edition of India-Seychelles Joint Training Exercise LAMITIYE-2022 culminated on 
31st March 2022. 

 The 10-day long exercise, which commenced on 22nd March 2022 at Seychelles 
Defence Academy, aimed at strengthening mutual confidence, enhancing 
interoperability                 for developing the capability to undertake joint operations in 
a semi-urban environment, and enabling sharing of best practices between the 
Armed Forces of both the countries. 

 The objective of the joint training exercise is to build and promote bilateral military 
relations in addition to exchanging skills, experiences, and good practices between 
both armies. 

 Exercise LAMITIYE-2022 is a biennial training event that has been conducted in 
Seychelles since 2001.  

 

5. 2nd India Australia Virtual Summit 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Australia H.E. Mr. Scott 
Morrison held the 2nd India-Australia Virtual Summit during which they reviewed the 
multi-faceted relationship between the two countries and exchanged views on 
regional and global developments.  

 Both the leaders expressed satisfaction at the progress made under the 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership established during the 1st Virtual Summit in 
June 2020.  

 Prime Minister Modi expressed his satisfaction at the enhanced scope of the 
relationship which now covers diverse areas such as trade and investments, defence 
and security, education and innovation, science and technology, critical minerals, 
water management, new and renewable energy technology, Covid-19 related 
research, etc.  

 Prime Minister Modi thanked H.E. Mr. Scott Morrison for the special gesture in 
returning 29 ancient artefacts to India. These artefacts comprise sculptures, paintings 
and photographs, across centuries, some dating back to the 9th-10th century, from 
different parts of India.  

 The artefacts include 12th century Chola bronzes, 11th-12th century Jain sculptures 
from Rajasthan, 12th-13th century sandstone Goddess Mahishasura Mardini from 
Gujarat, 18th-19th century paintings and early gelatin silver photographs.  
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 A Joint Statement was issued on the occasion covering various aspects of the 
deepening Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.  

 Both sides also agreed to establish annual summits between the Prime Ministers 
under the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, thus adding a special dimension to 
the bilateral relationship. 

 

6. US declares Myanmar army committed genocide against 
Rohingya 

 The US Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced that the Myanmar military 
committed genocide and crimes against humanity against the country’s minority 
Rohinya community. 

 The formal declaration was made at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum by Antony 
Blinken who called the attacks against the Rohingya by the military ‘widespread and 
systematic’.  

 He said that the evidence pointed out to a clear intent to destroy the mainly Muslim 
minority, reports Reuters.  

 Antony Blinken said that the the designation of the acts of Myanmar military against 
Rohingya as genocide was based on a review by the US state department that 
included  documents gathered by human rights organisaions and independent 
research by the US. 

 It is the eighth time US has issued a formal designation of ‘genocide’ anywhere in the 
world.  

 Earlier, massacres in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Rwanda, Iraq and Darfur, Islamic 
State’s attacks on Yazidis and other minorities and China’s treatment of the Uyghur 
Muslim minority has been declared as genocide by the US.  
Background 

 More than 7.30 lakh Rohingya people fled Myanmar to Bangladesh after the military 
crackdown started in Rakhine state in 2017.  

 Currently, over a million Rohingya people live in refugee camps in Bangladesh 
waiting for repatriation to their homeland in the Rakhine province of Myanmar. 

 

7. EX-DUSTLIK 

 The 3rd edition of joint training exercises between Indian and Uzbekistan armies, EX-
DUSTLIK, is being conducted at Yangiarik, Uzbekistan from today to 31st March 
2022.  

 The joint exercise would focus on counter terrorism operations in semi-urban terrain 
under a United Nations Mandate.  

 The training schedule will focus primarily on sharing of tactical level drills and 
learning of best practices from each other.  
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1. Study reveals significant decline in Golden Langur habitat 

 
 A recent study by scientists has suggested a significant decline in the habitat of 

Golden Langur ( Trachypithecus geei), an endangered primate species that’s 
distributed in the trans-boundary region of Bhutan and India. 

 A recent paper titled ‘”Future simulated landscape predicts habitat loss for the 
Golden Langur (Trachypithecus geei): A range level analysis for an endangered 
primate” throws light on whether the habit of the endangered primate is protected or 
not. 

 Golden Langur are easily recognised by the colour of their fur, and are distributed in 
the forested habitats of Tsirang, Sarpang, Zhemgang and Trongsa districts of 
Bhutan.  

 In India, fragmented and isolated populations of the species are distributed in the 
Chirang, Kokrajhar, Dhubri and Bongaigaon districts of Assam. 

 The results indicate that out of the total range extent (66,320 km2), only 12,265 km2 
(18.49%) is suitable for the species at present, which will further be reduced to 8884 
km2 by the year 2031, indicating major range contraction.  

 These suitable habitats are largely scattered and fragmented in the southern range of 
the species. 
Golden Langur 

 Golden langur (Trachypithecus geei) is an Old World monkey found in a small region 
of Western Assam, India and in the neighboring foothills of the Black Mountains of 
Bhutan. 

 Conservation status: Endangered.  
 It is a Schedule-I species under the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972.  
 It is also listed in Appendix I under CITES. 
 Chakrashila of Assam is India’s first wildlife sanctuary with golden langur as the 

primary species. 
 It lives in high trees and has a herbivorous diet of ripe and unripe fruits, mature and 

young leaves, seeds, buds and flowers.  
 The average group size is eight individuals, with a ratio of several females to each 

adult male. It is one of the most endangered primate species of India and Bhutan. 

 

 

Environment 
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2. Boma technique adopted for translocating deer from 
Keoladeo 

 An uncommon experiment with Africa’s Boma technique undertaken at Keoladeo 
National Park in Rajasthan’s Bharatpur district for capturing and translocating spotted 
deer is set to improve the prey base in Mukundara Hills Tiger Reserve, situated 450 
km away.  

 The move will lead to herbivores populating the forests ahead of the proposed 
shifting of two tigers to Mukundara. 

 The Boma capturing technique, which is popular in Africa, involves luring animals into 
an enclosure by chasing them through a funnel-like fencing.  

 The funnel tapers into an animal selection-cum-loading chute, supported with grass 
mats and green net to make it opaque for animals, which are herded into a large 
vehicle for their transport to another location. 

 This old technique was earlier utilised to capture wild elephants for training and 
service.  

 Following its adoption in Madhya Pradesh in recent years, Boma has been put to 
practice for the first time in Rajasthan for sending the ungulates to the prey-deficient 
Mukundara reserve as the kills for tigers and leopards. 

 The National Tiger Conservation Authority’s (NTCA) technical committee has 
approved a proposal to shift two tigers from Ranthambore National Park to 
Mukundara, which lost two tigers and two cubs in 2020 and is now left with an eight-
year-old tigress.  

 The reserve, spread across a 759 sq. km area, was created with the portions of 
Darrah, Chambal and Jawahar Sagar wildlife sanctuaries in south-eastern Rajasthan. 

 

3. The complexities of introducing African cheetahs to India 

 
 The cheetah, which became extinct in India after Independence, is all set to return 

with the Union Government launching an action plan.  
 According to the plan, about 50 of these big cats will be introduced in the next five 

years, from the African savannas, home to cheetahs, an endangered species 
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o What was the distribution of cheetahs in India? What were the habitats? 
 Historically, Asiatic cheetahs had a very wide distribution in India. There are 

authentic reports of their occurrence from as far north as Punjab to Tirunelveli district 
in southern Tamil Nadu, from Gujarat and Rajasthan in the west to Bengal in the 
east.  

 Most of the records are from a belt extending from Gujarat passing through 
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and 
Odisha.  

 There is also a cluster of reports from southern Maharashtra extending to parts of 
Karnataka, Telangana, Kerala and Tamil Nadu. The distribution range of the cheetah 
was wide and spread all over the subcontinent. They occurred in substantial 
numbers. 

o What caused the extinction of cheetahs in India? When did they 
disappear? 

 The cheetah in India has been recorded in history from before the Common Era. It 
was taken from the wild for coursing blackbuck for centuries, which is a major 
contributor to the depletion of its numbers through the ages. Records of cheetahs 
being captured go back to the 1550s.  

 From the 16th century onwards, detailed accounts of its interaction with human 
beings are available as it was recorded by the Mughals and other kingdoms in the 
Deccan.  

 However, the final phase of its extinction coincided with British colonial rule. The 
British added to the woes of the species by declaring a bounty for killing it in 1871. 

o What are the conservation objectives of introducing African cheetahs in 
India? 

 The officially stated goal is: Establish viable cheetah metapopulation in India that 
allows the cheetah to perform its functional role as a top predator and to provide 
space for the expansion of the cheetah within its historical range thereby contributing 
to its global conservation efforts. 

 African cheetahs are not required to perform the role of the top predator in these 
habitats when the site (Kuno) that they have identified already has a resident 
population of leopards, transient tigers and is also the site for the translocation of 
Asiatic lions as ordered by the Supreme Court of India in 2013.  

 Apart from establishing a cheetah population in India, the stated objectives include: 
To use the cheetah as a charismatic flagship and umbrella species to garner 
resources for restoring open forest and savanna systems that will benefit biodiversity 
and ecosystem services from these ecosystems. 

 Another goal is to enhance India’s capacity to sequester carbon through ecosystem 
restoration activities in cheetah conservation areas and thereby contribute towards 
the global climate change mitigation goals. 

o What is the current status of this project? What are the chances of it 
succeeding? 

 According to the Government, Kuno is ready to receive the cheetahs. About a month 
ago a team of government officials visited Namibia to inspect the cheetahs that would 
be sent to India, review the arrangements and to reach an agreement for the transfer 
of the cats.  

 The cheetahs are to be provided by the Cheetah Conservation Fund, an NGO, and 
not the Namibian government. Three to five cheetahs are expected to be part of the 
first group of cats and these are expected to arrive as early as May 2022 and be 
released in the wild by August 15 2022. 
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4. Sun Pharma's expansion project near Tamil Nadu's 
Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary set to get green nod 

 
 The Environment Ministry’s Expert Appraisal Committee has recommended a grant 

of environment clearance for Sun Pharmaceuticals Industries Ltd.’s expansion 
project in the Madurantakam taluk, around 3.7 km from the Vedanthangal Bird 
Sanctuary. 

 The environment clearance will, however, be subject to the judgment in a case 
pending against the company at the National Green Tribunal and orders of any other 
court of law, the Committee said. 

o Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary 
 Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary is a 30-hectare (74-acre) protected area located in the 

Madurantakam taluk of the Chengalpattu District in the state of Tamil Nadu, India.  
 The sanctuary is about 75 kilometres from Chennai on National Highway 45 

([NH45]).  
 More than 40,000 birds (including 26 rare species), from various parts of the world 

visit the sanctuary during the migratory season every year. Vedanthangal is home to 
migratory birds such as pintail, garganey, grey wagtail, blue-winged teal, common 
sandpiper and the like. 

 Vedanthangal is the oldest water bird sanctuary in the country. Vedanthangal in 
Tamil language means 'hamlet of the hunter'. 

 

5. World Air Quality Report 
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 Bangladesh was the most polluted country in the world in 2021, says the World Air 
Quality Report prepared by the Swiss-based air quality technology company IQAir in 
its latest report. 

 In terms of particulate matter in the air, Bangladesh recorded an average PM2.5 level 
of 76.9 micrograms per cubic metre in 2021 against the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) recommended maximum permissible level of 5 micrograms per cubic metre.  

 Earlier, in 2018, 2019 and 2020 also Bangladesh was found to be the most polluted 
country in the world. However, the PM2.5 level has shown a decline in Bangladesh 
from 77.1 micrograms per cubic metre in 2020 which was even higher at 83.3 in 2019 
and 97.1 in 2018.  

 The data reveals that not a single country in the world managed to meet the WHO’s 
air quality standard in 2021. All over the world, 93 cities reported PM 2.5 levels at 10 
times the recommended level. 

 Among the cities, Dhaka was the second most polluted city in the world with a PM 
2.5 level of 78.1 just below New Delhi which had a PM 2.5 level of 85.1 in 2021. 

 IQAir analysed data from 6475 cities across 117 countries for air quality in 2021 to 
arrive at the conclusion. Countries and regions in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and 
South Asia suffered from the highest annual average PM2.5 concentration weighted 
by population. 

 Air pollution is now considered to be the world’s largest environmental health threat, 
accounting for seven million deaths around the world every year.  

 Air pollution causes and aggravates many diseases, ranging from asthma to cancer, 
lung illnesses and heart disease.The estimated daily economic cost of air pollution 
has been figured at USD 8 billion or 3 to 4 percent of the gross world product, says 
the report. 

 

6. Most of Ganga clean, claims Jal Shakti Ministry 

 The water quality of the river Ganga was clean enough for bathing and capable of 
supporting the river ecosystem for almost the entire stretch of the river, Bishweswar 
Tudu, Minister of State for Water Resources, said in the Rajya Sabha. 

 Dissolved Oxygen (DO), which is an indicator of river health, was within “acceptable 
limits” of “bathing water quality criteria”. 

 A report by the Central Pollution Control Board in 2018, pointed out four polluted 
stretches on the main stem of river Ganga. There are five categories ranked 1 to 5, 
with 1 the most polluted and 5 the least.  

 An updated 2021 report noted that none of the stretches of the Ganga stretches were 
now in Priority Category I to IV and only two stretches are in Priority Category V with 
Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD), a parameter different from DO, ranging between 
3-6 microgram/litre as per CPCB categorisation of polluted stretch. 

 The NRCP has so far covered polluted stretches on 34 rivers in 77 towns spread 
over 16 States with a sanctioned cost of ₹5,961.75 crore and installed a sewage 
treatment capacity of 2,677 million litres per day (mld) has been created.  

o Dissolved oxygen (DO) 
 Dissolved oxygen (DO) is the amount of oxygen that is present in water.  
 Water bodies receive oxygen from the atmosphere and from aquatic plants.  
 Running water, such as that of a swift moving stream, dissolves more oxygen than 

the still water of a pond or lake. 
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1. China develops laser weapon that could destroy satellites 
in space 

 Researchers in China have developed a microwave machine "Relativistic Klystron 
Amplifier (RKA)", that could jam or destroy satellites in space. 

 The device can generate a wave burst measuring 5-megawatts in the Ka-band, a 
portion of the electromagnetic spectrum increasingly used for both civil and military 
purposes.  

 Directed Energy Weapons (DEW) are systems that use concentrated 
electromagnetic energy rather than kinetic energy to damage or destroy enemy 
equipment and/or personnel in a physical conflict. 

 It could send beams strong enough to rip through metallic materials moving at speed, 
reported Taiwan News. 

 

2. Drone-Based Mineral Exploration 
 National Mineral Development Corporation Ltd. (NMDC), Country’s largest Iron Ore 

producer, a CPSE under the Ministry of Steel signed a MoU on Wednesday with IIT 
Kharagpur for drone-based mineral exploration.  

 NMDC would be the first CPSE in India to conduct Drone-based Geophysical 
Surveys and Hyperspectral Studies for Mineral Exploration in the country.  

 NMDC is conducting exploration for various minerals in the State of Madhya Pradesh 
and also in the Beloda-Belmundi block in Chhattisgarh for Diamonds.  

 NMDC is also the first CPSE to use Space Geophysics in Central Indian Diamond 
Province and the first to use online monitoring of exploration of data on the BHUVAN 
platform.  

 NMDC is increasingly relying on technological innovation and digitalization of its 
database related to exploration and mining. 

 With the launch of a policy on Drones, the Government has taken the first step to 
regulate and monitor drone usage and operations in India which are currently being 
used in the fields of agriculture, urban planning, forestry, mining, disaster 
management, surveillance, transport etc. 

 NMDC and IIT Kharagpur would develop spectral products, methods and algorithms 
for exploration using the Drone (UAV) for mining.  

 

3. Ukraine conflict gives jitters to auto, electronics sectors 
 The Ukraine-Russia conflict is expected to further impact the already stressed global 

semiconductor supply as raw material exported from the two countries such as neon 
gas, chemical C4F6 and palladium are critical for semiconductor manufacturing.  

 This has also put the Indian electronics and automobile manufacturing industry in a 
wait-and-watch mode. 

 The neon prices had witnessed a tenfold increase during the 2014 Crimean crisis in 
Ukraine even as the semiconductor industry cut the total usage of the gas by 20% to 
40% after adjusting software logic and optimising the purging process of the gas 
filling procedure.  

 Therefore, the supply chain will be impacted if the gas manufacturing facilities are 
destroyed during the current war. If not, we may still see rising prices, though the 
impact on production will remain manageable. 

 Two of Ukraine’s leading suppliers of semiconductor-grade neon have halted their 
operations.  

Science and Technology 
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 The unavailability of crucial upstream raw materials can have a cascading impact 
through the supply chain, and impacting especially those manufac- turers in Asia, 
who are reliant on Ukraine. 

 Ukraine caters to almost 70% of the world’s neon demand and the neon gas is a by-
product of Russian steel plants, which is then filtered and supplied by Ukrainian 
companies.  

 Neon is a chemical element with the symbol Ne and atomic number 10. It is a noble 
gas. 

 Neon is a colorless, odorless, inert monatomic gas under standard conditions, with 
about two-thirds the density of air. 

 

4. The Artemis programme, NASA's new moon mission 

 
 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has rolled out its 

Artemis I moon mission to the launchpad for testing at the Kennedy Space Centre in 
Florida, United States.  

 The Space Launch System (SLS) rocket and Orion capsule of the mission were 
hurled out to the launchpad by NASA’s Crawler-Transporter 2 vehicle. 

o What is the Artemis mission? 
 NASA’s Artemis mission is touted as the next generation of lunar exploration, and is 

named after the twin sister of Apollo from Greek mythology. Artemis is also the 
goddess of the moon. 

 Artemis I is the first of NASA’s deep space exploration systems. It is an uncrewed 
space mission where the spacecraft will launch on SLS — the most powerful rocket 
in the world — and travel 2,80,000 miles from the earth for over four to six weeks 
during the course of the mission.  

 The Orion spacecraft is going to remain in space without docking to a space station, 
longer than any ship for astronauts has ever done before. 

 With the Artemis programme, NASA aims to land humans on the moon by 2024, and 
it also plans to land the first woman and first person of colour on the moon. 

 With this mission, NASA aims to contribute to scientific discovery and economic 
benefits and inspire a new generation of explorers. 

 The learnings from the Artemis programme will be utilised to send the first astronauts 
to Mars. 
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5. GSAT 7B Satellite 

 The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has given the Acceptance of Necessity 
(AON) for procurement of a GSAT 7B satellite, along with equipment like Night Sight 
(image intensifier), 4X4 light vehicles, and Air Defence Fire Control Radar (light). 

o What are the GSAT 7 series satellites? 
 GAT 7 satellites are advanced satellites developed by the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) to meet the communication needs of the defence services.  
 The GSAT 7 satellite was launched in August 2013 from an Ariane 5 ECA rocket 

from Kourou in French Guiana. 
 It is a 2,650 kg satellite which has a footprint of nearly 2,000 nautical miles in the 

Indian Ocean region. This satellite is mainly used by the Indian Navy for its 
communication needs. 

 The GAT 7 provides a gamut of services for military communication needs, which 
includes low bit voice rate to high bit rate data facilities, including multi-band 
communications. 

 Named Rukmini, the satellite carries payloads in UHF, C-band and Ku-band, and 
helps the Navy to have a secure, real time communication link between its land 
establishments, surface ships, submarines and aircraft. 

 The satellite was injected into a geosynchronous transfer orbit (GTO) of 249 km 
perigee (nearest point to earth), 35,929 km apogee (farthest point to earth) and an 
inclination of 3.5 degree with respect to the equator. 

o What will be the role of the GSAT 7B satellite? 
 The GSAT 7B will primarily fulfill the communication needs of the Army. Currently, 

the Army is using 30 percent of the communication capabilities of the GSAT 7A 
satellite, which has been designed for the Indian Air Force (IAF). 

 The GSAT 7B will also help the Army enhance its surveillance in border areas. 
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1. National AIDS and STD Control Programme  
 The Union Cabinet approved continuation of the National AIDS and STD Control 

Programme, a Central Sector Scheme fully funded by the Government of India from 
1st April 2021 to 31st March 2026 with an outlay of Rs 15471.94 crore by approving 
phase-V of the Programme. 

 The national AIDS response was initiated by the Government of India in 1992 with 
the launch of the first phase of the National AIDS and STD Control Programme. 
Since then, four phases of NACP have been successfully completed.  

 Phase-IV (Extension) of NACP concluded on 31st March 2021. 
 The national AIDS response under NACP is globally considered to be an extremely 

successful programme. The annual new HIV infections in India has declined by 48% 
against the global average of 31% (the baseline year of 2010).  

 The annual AIDS-related deaths have declined by 82% against the global average of 
42% (the baseline year of 2010). As a result, the HIV prevalence in India continues to 
be low with an adult HIV prevalence of 0.22%. 

o Other initiatives for AIDS 
 Several gamechanger initiatives taken after 2014, like the HIV/AIDS Prevention and 

Control Act (2017), Test and Treat Policy, Universal Viral Load Testing, Mission 
Sampark, Community-Based Screening, transition to Dolutegravir-based Treatment 
Regimen etc have augmented the success of NACP.   

 As a result, around 14.20 lakh People Living with HIV (PLHIV) are taking lifelong, 
free, high-quality anti-retroviral treatment (ART) from the Programme supported 
facilities.   

 The Programme will offer free HIV Prevention, detection and treatment services in 
facility and community settings to high-risk, vulnerable and other ‘at-risk’ populations 
and PLHIV without any stigma and discrimination promoting equity and 
inclusiveness.  

 The Programme includes community system strengthening through formal and 
informal engagement with an emphasis on the decentralized model of district-level 
programme monitoring and community feedback loop.  

 

 

 

2. Data-Driven Research to Eradicate TB- “Dare2eraD TB” 
 Dr. Jitendra Singh announced launch of Data-Driven Research to Eradicate TB- 

“Dare2eraD TB” by the Department of Biotechnology, M/o Science & Technology, on 
the occasion of World TB Day  

 There is a need for a mass movement to get rid of Tuberculosis to realise dream of 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi of a “TB Mukt Bharat” by year 2025, says, Dr. 
Jitendra Singh 

 “Dare2eraD TB” will be the umbrella TB program of DBT comprising key initiatives 
like,  

o InTGS - Indian Tuberculosis Genomic Surveillance Consortium; 
o InTBK Hub- Indian TB Knowledge Hub- Webinar Series; 
o Host Directed therapies against TB and developing an evidence-based 

regimen for treating extra-pulmonary Tuberculosis. 

Health 
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 Analysing the genomic data of the organism is essential as the Whole Genome 
Sequencing (WGS) is increasingly gaining traction as an important molecular tool for 
Tuberculosis surveillance 

 Effective use of WGS technology would allow rapid identification of the origin and 
drug resistance (DR) profile of TB strains in the patients, which would, in turn 
facilitate treatment strategies for better control of TB transmission to reduce disease 
burden 

 

 

 

 

3. Treat ayurvedic doctors at par with allopathic counterparts: 
SC 

 Ayurvedic doctors are entitled to be treated at par with their allopathic counterparts, 
the Supreme Court has said in an order. 

 Ayurvedic doctors will be entitled to be treated at par with allopathic medical officers 
and dental medical officers under the National Rural Health Mission [NRHM/NHM] 
scheme. 

 The apex court upheld an order of the Uttarakhand High Court that ayurvedic doctors 
would get the same salary as allopathic and dental medical officers under the 
scheme. 

 The NRHM scheme was introduced in 2015 by the Centre to provide affordable 
healthcare to the rural poor. 

 The dispute concerned the appointments made by the Uttarakhand government of 
AYUSH medical officers in the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram.  

 There was considerable disparity in their salary compared to allopathic doctors. The 
AYUSH doctors had approached the High Court when the State government did not 
deal with their pleas for parity. 
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1. Kinzhal, Russia's advanced hypersonic missile used in 
Ukraine 

 
 Russia has claimed to have used Kinzhal, its newest hypersonic missile, for the first 

time in Ukraine, to destroy the storage of weapons in the country's western part.  
 Kinzhal is an air-launched hypersonic missile with a reported range of 1,500-

2,000km. It can carry a nuclear payload of 480 kg. This is 33 times the yield of the 
Fat Man bomb dropped on Hiroshima, reports 
claimed.                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                       
                      

 Russian President Vladimir Putin had reportedly unveiled the Kinzhal in March 2018. 
Kinzhal means dagger. Experts believe the concept of Kinzhal must have derived 
from the ground-launched Iskander-M short-range ballistic missile. 

 After being launched, Kinzhal accelerates to a speed of 4,900 km per hour and may 
reach the speed of 12,350 km per hour, it is believed. 

 Kinzhal is believed to have the capacity of hurling a deep strike. 
o What is a hypersonic weapon?  

 They are normally defined as fast, low-flying, and highly maneuverable weapons 
designed to be too quick and agile for traditional missile defence systems to detect in 
time. 

 Unlike ballistic missiles, hypersonic weapons don't follow a predetermined number. 
arched trajectory and can maneuver on the way to their destination. 

 The term "hypersonic" describes any speed faster than five times that of sound, 
which is roughly 760 miles (1,220 kilometers) per hour at sea level, meaning these 
weapons can travel at least 3,800 miles per hour. 

 At hypersonic speeds, the air molecules around the flight vehicle start to change, 
breaking apart or gaining a charge in a process called ionization. This subjects the 
hypersonic vehicle to "tremendous" stresses as it pushes through the atmosphere. 

 

Defence and Security 
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o Types of hypersonic weapons 

 There are two main types of these missiles — glide vehicles and cruise missiles. 
 Most of the attention is focused on the former, which are launched from a rocket 

before gliding to their target, because of the challenges of achieving hypersonic 
propulsion of missiles. 

 

2. Protests demanding Ahir regiment in Indian Army 

 Members of the Ahir community have been sitting on an indefinite protest near Kherki 
Daula toll plaza in Gurgaon since February 4, demanding the formation of an Ahir 
regiment in the Indian Army.  

 The protests are being organised under the banner of ‘Sanyukt Ahir Regiment 
Morcha’, a group comprising Ahir community leaders from south Haryana.  

 The protesters contend that the Indian Army had several caste-based regiments and 
since Ahirs had a large representation in the army, they wanted a separate regiment 
for Ahirs along similar lines. 

 In the battle of Rezang La in 1962, out of 120 casualties, 114 were Ahirs. It is 
unfortunate that Ahirs have not got the recognition like other communities. The 
recruitment to President’s Bodyguard (PBG) is open only for Rajputs, Jats and Sikh 
regiments.  

 Just like there is a separate caste-based regimen for Sikhs, Gorkhas, Jaats, 
Garhwals, Rajputs, we demand formation of an Ahir regiment in the army. 

o Ahir community 
 Ahir or Aheer is a community in India, most members of which identify as being of the 

Indian Yadav community because they consider the two terms to be synonymous. 
The Ahirs are variously described as a caste, a clan, a community, a race and a tribe. 

 The traditional occupations of Ahirs are cattle-herding and agriculture.  
 They are found throughout India but are particularly concentrated in the northern 

area.  

 

3. ‘President’s Colour’ awarded to INS Valsura for its 80 years 
of exceptional service 

 Recognising the exceptional service rendered to the nation, both in peace & in war, 
President Ram Nath Kovind bestowed the prestigious ‘President’s Colour’ to the 
Indian Naval Ship (INS) Valsura at Jamnagar in Gujarat. 

 It is important to note that the Indian Navy was the first branch of the Indian Armed 
Forces to be awarded the President’s Colour by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the then 
President of India on May 27, 1951. 

 Established on 5 December 1942, in Jamnagar of Gujarat, INS Valsura is a premier 
training establishment of the Indian Navy, that aims to augment training facilities in 
the domain of Torpedo handling (Underwater missile) and operations. 

 INS Valsura added its finest feather in the cap when it performed a remarkable 
‘Outreach’ activity- the restoration of the earthquake-ravaged Moda village and the 
construction of a new Navy Moda village in record time. This achievement led to the 
Special Unit Citation, being bestowed on the unit in December 2001, an honor 
normally reserved for operational units. 

 The establishment, which started on a modest and humble note on just 30 acres of 
land as a Torpedo School in 1942, now sits on the sprawling 600 acres campus, 
which is one of the foremost technological training institutions of the country. 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

1. World Sparrow Day 2022 

 World Sparrow Day is observed on March 20 every year. 
 Sparrows or common House Sparrows, as the name suggests, are found in every 

continent of the world. You can see sparrows all around you, and they are part of our 
life. However, house sparrows are becoming extinct everywhere, including in India.  

 On World Sparrow Day on March 20, experts say there's a need to spread 
awareness on their conservation. The main reasons for their decline are believed to 
be increasing pollution, urbanisation, global warming and vanishing ecological 
resources. 

 World Sparrow Day is an initiative of the Nature Forever Society, which is a non-
government organisation (NGO) run by Mohammed Dilawar, who's an internationally 
acclaimed conservationist. 

o World Sparrow Day 2022 theme:-  
 The theme for this year is “Monitor the Sparrows & other common birds" and the 

World Sparrow Day secretariat is urging people to monitor sparrows and other 
common birds this year using the Common Bird Monitoring of India, a citizen science 
initiative of Nature Forever Society.  

 

2. International Day of Happiness 

 Every year on March 20, the United Nations celebrates the International Day of 
Happiness.  

 The purpose of the International Day of Happiness is to raise awareness on the value 
of happiness in one's life and the overall impact it can have on a person's well-being. 

o History 
 On July 12, 2012, the United Nations General Assembly declared March 20 as 

International Day of Happiness, recognising the importance of happiness and well-
being as common aims and ambitions in the lives of people worldwide. 

 Bhutan took the initiative to convene the meeting. The nation had been recognising 
the importance of national happiness above national revenue since the early 1970s 
and famously adopted the objective of Gross National Happiness over Gross 
National Product. 

 In 2013, the United Nations' 193 member states commemorated the first International 
Day of Happiness. 

o Theme 
 “Build Back Happier” is the theme for 2022, and is aimed at achieving global recovery 

from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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3. World Down Syndrome Day 2022 

 
 Every year on March 21, World Down Syndrome Day is commemorated as a global 

initiative to increase awareness about the hereditary disorder.  
 An individual with Down Syndrome has an extra chromosome. According to the 

United Nations, the global incidence of Down Syndrome is estimated to be between 1 
in 1,000 and 1 in 1,100 live births.  

 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), a baby is born 
with 46 chromosomes on average. “Babies with Down syndrome have an extra copy 
of one of these chromosomes, chromosome 21. 

 This extra copy alters the way the baby's body and brain develop, posing mental and 
physical challenges for the child. 

o History 
 In November 2011, the General Assembly adopted a resolution by consensus to 

celebrate World Down Syndrome Day every year. The next month it declared March 
21 as World Down Syndrome Day. 

o Theme 
 The theme of World Down Syndrome Day this year is “Inclusion Means”. It calls for 

making efforts to include people with down syndrome in all matters of life and not 
discriminate against them. 

o Symptoms 
 Babies with Down Syndrome have an extra copy of a chromosome, which changes 

how the baby's body and brain develop. People with this syndrome usually have an 
IQ (a measure of intelligence) in the moderately low range and are slower to speak 
than other children. 

 

4. World Puppetry Day 2022 

 World Puppetry Day is celebrated every year on March 21 to pay tribute to the 
puppet artists around the world and make people aware of the art of puppetry. 

 The day was recognized in 2002 by the Union Internationale de la Marionnette 
(UNIMA) with the aim to conserve the traditional art form and promote it. 

 The first celebration was witnessed on March 21, 2003. 
o History 

 In India, the art of puppetry is believed to have originated during the ancient Indus 
Valley Civilization. 

 Archaeologists discovered a terracotta doll with a detachable head attached to a 
string. 
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 Evidence unearthed during excavation also suggests the presence of puppetry in 
2000 BC Egypt. 

 Later, in 2000, Iranian puppet theater artist Javad Zolfaghari proposed the idea of 
World Puppetry Day to UNIMA. 

o Significance of World Puppetry Day 
 The traditional form of puppetry aims to break all language and cultural boundaries 

as you enjoy the movements and performances on stage, irrespective of whether you 
understand the language or not. 

 It makes people aware of the dying form of art. 
 It also makes them happy as they revisit their childhood, a time when they played 

with dolls and even assigned them characters. 

 

5. World Puppetry Day 2022 

 
 World Puppetry Day is observed every year on March 21st, with the goal of 

promoting puppetry and honouring puppeteers all across the world.  
 The day was first observed in 2003, when the Union Internationale de la Marionnette 

established it (UNIMA).  
 Puppetry is an old theatre technique that dates back to 3000 BC. The art entails 

puppeteers manipulating dolls via a string and presenting them under various 
themes. 

o World Puppetry Day 2022: Theme 
 This year we will observe the global celebration of World Puppetry Day on March 21, 

2022 under the theme 'The Sea.' 

 

6. International Day of Forests 2022 

 The United Nations observes March 21 as the International Day of Forests, 
commemorating green cover around the world and reiterating its importance. 

 Forest sustainable management and their use of resources are key to combating 
climate change and contributing to the prosperity and well-being of current and future 
generations.  

 Forests also play a crucial role in poverty alleviation and in the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
 

o INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FORESTS 2022: THEME 
 The theme of the International Day of Forests for 2022 is “Forests and sustainable 

production and consumption”. 
 The restoration and sustainable management of forests can help in addressing the 

issues related to climate change and biodiversity. It also carries the potential to 
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produce goods and services for sustainable development, fostering an economic 
activity that creates jobs and improves lives. 

o HISTORY: 
 The United Nations General Assembly proclaimed March 21 as the International Day 

of Forests in 2012 to celebrate and raise awareness of the importance of all types of 
forests.  

 

7. International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 

 The United Nations observe March 21 as International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination.  

 The day aims to raise awareness about equality amd marks as an initiative to end all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination and calls all sections of society to stand up 
against intolerant attitudes.  

 We are living in the 21st century still there are countries that are facing the issue of 
racial discrimination. A recent example was the 2020 Black Lives Matter march, 
which gained support from millions of demonstrators worldwide.  

o Theme for 2021: 
 The theme for International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 2021 is 

"Youth standing up against racism". 
o History: 

 This day is observed annually to commemorate the lives of 69 people who were 
killed in 1960,  at a peaceful demonstration against the apartheid “pass laws” in 
Sharpeville, South Africa. This event is known as the Sharpeville tragedy or the 
Sharpeville massacre, which captured worldwide attention. 

o Significance:  
 This annual observance aims to unite the world against racism and discrimination in 

order to build a more happy and peaceful society. 

 

8. World Poetry Day 2022: March 21, 2022 
 Every year World Poetry Day is held on March 21 to celebrate the most treasured 

cultural and linguistic expression and identity in the form of poems. Poetry is an 
expression that transforms the simplest of poems as a powerful catalyst. 

 This day is dedicated to honour the poets and treasuring the traditions of poetry for 
the new generation.  

o HISTORY 
 The day was first started by UNESCO (United Nations Educational Scientific and 

Cultural Organization) at its 30th General Conference in Paris in 1999. 
 The day plays a significant role because poetry is the art of language that is 

understood by all. 

 

9. World Water Day 2022 

 World Water Day is observed on March 22 to raise awareness about the importance 
of water and educate people to conserve it. 

 A principal focus of World Water Day is to support the achievement of United 
Nations' Sustainable Development Goal 6, which is to ensure safe water and 
sanitation for all by 2030. 
 

o Theme 
 The theme of World Water Day this year is “Groundwater, making the invisible 

visible”.  
o History and Significance 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 The idea of observing a water day around the world was first mooted during the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in 
1992.  

 That year, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution by which March 22 was 
declared World Day for Water. The observation began the next year, in 1993. 

 

10. World Meteorological Day 2022 

 The world is set to celebrate World Meteorological Day 2022 on March 23 to spread 
awareness about the behaviour of the Earth's atmosphere and our role in protecting 
it.  

 World Meteorological Day is celebrated annually to mark the establishment of the 
WMO which was founded on March 23, 1950.  

 The WMO was founded seven decades ago and lists weather, climate, water, and 
environment as the primary aspects. 

 Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, WMO became a United Nations (UN) 
specialised agency in 1951.  

 The intergovernmental organisation currently has 193 countries as its member 
states. 

o Theme 
 The theme for 2022 is 'Early Warning and Early Action'.  
 WMO said that the theme was decided while keeping the COVID-19 pandemic in 

mind as it complicated the challenges facing society, weakened coping mechanisms 
and highlighted the steps needed to be taken. 

 

11. World Tuberculosis Day 

 24th March is being observed as World Tuberculosis Day all across the globe. 
 The day not only enlightens the people about this disease but also tells them all the 

preventive measures that they can take to keep themselves healthy. 
 World Tuberculosis Day was primarily observed in the year 1882 by Dr. Robert Koch 

who detected the cause of tuberculosis, the TB bacillus. He took the first step 
towards diagnosing and curing tuberculosis. 

 This year, World Tuberculosis Day 2022, the theme of World Tuberculosis Day is 
“invest to End TB. Save Lives.” 

 Tuberculosis is an infectious bacterial disease caused by Mycobacterium bacteria, 
which majorly affects the lungs of a person. Tuberculosis is contagious as it gets 
transmitted from an infected person to a healthy person via droplets from the throat 
and lungs of people with the disease. 

o Symptoms of tuberculosis: 
 Coughing, sometimes with mucus or blood 
 Chills 
 Fatigue 
 Fever 
 Loss of Weight 
 Loss of appetite 
 Night sweats 

o Preventive Measures:  
 The BCG Vaccination:  
 Presently, the BCG vaccine (Bacille Calmette-Guerin) is the only live and licensed 

vaccination present against TB in the world, and has been in use since 1921. This 
vaccine is prepared from a strain of a weakened bovine tuberculosis bacillus, 
Mycobactrium Bovis. 
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1. Narayan Pradhan selected for GD Birla Award for Scientific 

Research 

 
 Professor Narayan Pradhan has been selected for the 31st GD Birla Award for 

Scientific Research for his outstanding contribution in the field of material sciences, 
the KK Birla foundation said in an official statement. 

 Instituted in 1991, the award recognises eminent Indian scientists below the age of 
50 for their original and outstanding contributions to any branch of science.  

 It carries a cash prize of ₹5 lakh. The recipient is chosen by a selection board, whose 
present head is professor Chandrima Shaha, the president of the Indian National 
Science Academy (INSA). 

 Pradhan, a member of the faculty at the School of Material Sciences, Indian 
Association for the Cultivation of Science, Jadavpur, graduated from Odisha’s Fakir 
Mohan College and did his master’s in chemistry from the Ravenshaw University, 
Cuttack.  

 He went on to get a PhD from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kharagpur, in 
2001.  

 He did his post-doctoral research at Israel’s Ben Gurion University and the University 
of Arkansas in the US. In 2007, he joined the Indian Association for the Cultivation of 
Science as an assistant professor. 

 Pradhan’s research work focused on understanding the chemistry and physics of 
light-emitting semiconductor nanocrystals. His research group has significantly 
contributed to the surface construction of the newly emerged light-emitting halide 
perovskite nanocrystals, which are expected to be the next-generation lighting 
materials for photovoltaics and making LEDs. He has provided his expertise in crystal 
modulations to help design new shapes of these tiny lighting materials.b 

 

 
 
 

Awards and Recognitions 
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2. Abel prize for 2022 goes to American mathematician 
Dennis P. Sullivan 

 
 The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters has awarded the Abel prize for the 

year 2022 to American Mathematician Dennis Parnell Sullivan, who is with the 
Graduate School and University Center of the City University of New York and the 
State University of New York at Stony Brook.  

 The award has been given, “For his groundbreaking contributions to topology in its 
broadest sense, and in particular its algebraic, geometric and dynamical aspects.” 

 Topology is a field of mathematics which was born in the nineteenth century and has 
to do with properties of surfaces that do not change when they are deformed. 

 Topologically, a circle and a square are the same; similarly, surfaces of a doughnut 
and a coffee mug with one handle are topologically equivalent, however the surface 
of a sphere and a coffee mug are not equivalent. 

 The Abel Prize is a Norwegian prize given annually to one or more outstanding 
mathematicians by the King of Norway.  

 It is named after Niels Henrik Abel (1802–1829), a Norwegian mathematician, and 
directly modeled after the Nobel Prizes. 
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1. Former Chief Justice of India R.C. Lahoti dies at 81 

 
 Former Chief Justice of India (CJI) Ramesh Chandra Lahoti died at a hospital in New 

Delhi, family sources said. He was 81. 
 Justice Lahoti was appointed the 35th CJI on June 1, 2004. He retired on November 

1, 2005. He was a former independent director on the Board of directors of the Press 
Trust of India. 

 He was appointed as an arbitrator by the Government of India in the ₹20,000-crore 
high-profile tax dispute case with telecom major Vodafone. 

 Born on November 1, 1940, he joined the Bar in Guna district in 1960 and enrolled as 
an advocate in 1962. He was recruited directly to the Bench in April 1977, from the 
Bar to the State Higher Judicial Service and was appointed as a district and sessions 
judge. 

o Books written 
 Preamble: The Spirit and Backbone of the Constitution of India - 2004 
 Canons of Judicial Ethics - 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

1. Karnataka Govt. develops Dishaank App for Land Survey 
Records 

 The Survey Settlement and Land Records unit of the revenue department in the 
Karnataka government has now launched the Dishaank app.  

 It is making original land records available at a click on a smartphone screen through 
a mobile application called Dishaank. 

 The Dishaank app leverages Karnataka’s decision to digitize all land records (under 
the Bhoomi project) since 1990.  

 The mobile application has been developed under the Karnataka Geographical 
Information System program of the Karnataka State Remote Sensing Applications 
Center (KSRSAC).  

 The KSRSAC sources satellite data and provides it to agencies such as the SSLR 
department for innovative use. 

 “The objective of this app is to enable citizens to avail the information about the land 
and its ownership as recorded in the Bhoomi database. 

 This is expected to bring in transparency and enable citizens to identify the actual 
owner, location of land etc. thereby reducing land-related disputes,” states a 
KSRSAC note on the Dishaank app. 

 

2. Flight Control System Integration complex 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated a seven-storeyed Flight Control 
System (FCS) Integration facility at Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), 
a laboratory of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.  

 The state-of-the-art complex has been constructed in record 45 days, with in-house 
hybrid technology consisting of conventional, pre-engineered and precast 
methodology.  

 The technology has been developed by DRDO with the help of M/s Larsen & Toubro 
(L&T).  

 This FCS facility will support Research & Development (R&D) activities for 
developing Avionics for Fighter Aircraft and FCS for Advanced Medium Combat 
Aircraft being undertaken by ADE, Bengaluru. 

 It is a unique project not just in the country but in the entire world and is an 
embodiment of the new energy of New India.  

 This energy is of technology, commitment, institutional collaboration among public 
sector, private sector & academia. 

 The complex will also provide simulator training to the pilots of combat aircraft. Shri 
Rajnath Singh described it as one of the most important components of the complex. 
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3. Mekedatu Water Project 

 
 Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are at loggerheads over the Mekedatu drinking water 

project across river Cauvery.  
 Tamil Nadu’s Assembly has passed a resolution against the project, while 

Karnataka’s legislative assembly is set to counter it with a resolution seeking the 
project’s early implementation and clearance. 

 Mekedatu is a drinking water and power generation project proposed by Karnataka 
across the river Cauvery. The ₹9,000 crore balancing reservoir at Mekedatu on the 
Karnataka-Tamil Nadu border envisages an impounding of 67.15 tmc (thousand 
million cubic feet) ft. of water. 

 Karnataka has argued that since the project falls inside its own jurisdictional limit, 
Tamil Nadu’s permission is not needed. 

o What is the current status? 
 The project is now before the Cauvery Water Management Authority. The Authority is 

exploring the possibility of having an exclusive discussion on the project, when the 
matter is sub judice.  

 Apart from writing to the Centre to withdraw the permission given to prepare the 
detailed project report (DPR), Tamil Nadu has also filed a petition before the 
Supreme Court, explaining its objections against the project. The Centre and 
Karnataka have also filed counter affidavits. 

o What is Karnataka’s stand? 
 Karnataka says that there is no case for Tamil Nadu after its share of 177.75 tmc ft. 

of water is ensured at the inter-State border gauging centre at Biligundlu. 
 Also, the project falls inside the jurisdictional limit of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu’s 

permission is not needed.  
 The State also argues that since there is no stay in any court for the project, 

Karnataka can go ahead. On utilising the surplus water, Karnataka says that any 
allocation in this sphere should be done after hydrology studies to ascertain the 
quantum of excess water available in the basin. 
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4. Karnataka reports 1,884 kids with Type-1 diabetes 

 Finding out that as many as 1,884 children below the age group of 18 years are ailing 
from Type-1 diabetes, the state government is all set to carry out a survey yet again 
among the school and college-going population to ascertain the health of the kids. 

 The health minister in his reply to a question by BJP MLC K S Naveen said, "As part 
of Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK) under the National Health Mission, we 
have been conducting health check-ups of students belonging to the age group of 0 
to 18 years at the government-aided schools and colleges and Anganwadis.  

 Keeping the pandemic scenario in mind, a special screening programme Arogya 
Nandana was launched and 78.32 lakh kids were screened. Out of this, 1,884 kids 
were diagnosed with type-1 diabetes. 

o Type-1 diabetes 
 Type 1 diabetes, once known as juvenile diabetes or insulin-dependent diabetes, is a 

chronic condition in which the pancreas produces little or no insulin. Insulin is a 
hormone needed to allow sugar (glucose) to enter cells to produce energy. 

 Different factors, including genetics and some viruses, may contribute to type 1 
diabetes. Although type 1 diabetes usually appears during childhood or adolescence, 
it can develop in adults. 

 Despite active research, type 1 diabetes has no cure. Treatment focuses on 
managing blood sugar levels with insulin, diet and lifestyle to prevent complications. 

o Type 1 diabetes signs and symptoms can appear relatively suddenly 
and may include: 

 Increased thirst 
 Frequent urination 
 Bed-wetting in children who previously didn't wet the bed during the night 
 Extreme hunger 
 Unintended weight loss 
 Irritability and other mood changes 
 Fatigue and weakness 
 Blurred vision 

 

5. 3.5-magnitude earthquake hits Ukkali village in Karnataka 

 An earthquake of 3.5 magnitude hit Ukkali village of Basavana Bagewadi taluk of the 
Vijayapura district in Karnataka at 11.21 am. However, there have been no reports of 
damage to buildings in the area.  

 An earthquake (also known as a quake, tremor or temblor) is the shaking of the 
surface of the Earth resulting from a sudden release of energy in the Earth's 
lithosphere that creates seismic waves.  
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6. Basavaraj  Bommai announces power subsidy for coffee 
growers 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai announced a power subsidy for pump sets used by 
coffee growers.  

 Karnataka is the largest coffee producer in India. In spite of that, coffee growers were 
not included in the government's scheme for electricity subsidy in the farm sector. 

 Bommai said coffee was not included under subsidy as it is considered a commercial 
crop. However, the government will include these farmers, too, for electricity subsidy, 
Bommai assured. 

 

7. 40% kickbacks row: Karnataka Speaker rejects 
adjournment motion 

 Karnataka Assembly Speaker Vishweshwar Hegde Kageri rejected Leader of the 
Opposition Siddaramaiah’s adjournment motion on the ‘40% kickback’ allegation 
made by the contractors’ association.  

 Siddaramaiah was referring to a letter written by the Karnataka State Contractors’ 
Association to Prime Minister Narendra Modi alleging that they are forced to pay 40% 
kickbacks.  

o Adjournment Motion 
 The Adjournment motion is introduced for discussing an important and urgent issue. 
 It needs the support of at least 50 members to be introduced. 
 It can only be introduced in Loksabha and not Rajya Sabha. 
 Once the motion is passed the normal business of the house gets interrupted and a 

full-length debate can take place. 
 It involves an element of censure against the government if approved.                         

 

8. Rape is rape, even when done by husband: Karnataka HC 
 The Karnataka High Court said that sexual assault on a woman by her husband is 

nothing but rape, as it refused to quash proceedings against a man accused of 
raping his wife.  

 A man is a man; an act is an act; rape is a rape, be it performed by a man, the 
‘husband’, on the woman, ‘wife’,” Justice M Nagaprasanna said.  

 The court said the exception provided to husbands under IPC Section 375 (rape) 
amounts to discrimination and the legislature may consider tinkering the exemption. 

 The court made the observation while refusing to interfere with the proceedings 
against the petitioner husband who is facing charges of rape, cruelty and offences 
under the Pocso Act for alleged sexual acts against his wife and daughter. 
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1. Cultivation of Medicinal Plants 

 Till date, the Ministry of Ayush has supported 59,350 farmers for cultivation of 84 
medicinal plant species out of 140 prioritised medicinal plants, and covered 56,305 
hectare area throughout the country from 2015-16 to 2020-21, according to 
information submitted by Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal in Rajya Sabha during 
the on-going Parliament session. 

 The Minister added that under the medicinal plants component of the Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH Mission (NAM), the Ministry had provided 
financial assistance in form of subsidy to encourage the farmers for cultivation of 
medicinal plants throughout the country from the 2015-16 to 2020-21. 

 The cultivation activities were implemented through the identified implementing 
agency of the concerned State as per the State Annual Action Plan approved for the 
concerned State. Under the scheme, a subsidy was provided to farmers at 30%, 50% 
and 75% of the cost of cultivation. 

 However, during the last five years, the Ministry of Ayush has provided ₹11,773.830 
lakh for cultivation of 84 medicinal plants, noted the reply. 

 

2. Exports cross $400 billion annual target as goods 
shipments jump 

 
 India’s annual goods exports crossed the $400-billion mark for the first time ever, the 

government announced, buoyed by an increase in shipments of merchandise, 
including engineering products, apparel and garments, gems and jewellery and 
petroleum products. 

 Marking the “first time ever” development, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
congratulated the manufacturers, farmers and weavers for achieving this target. 

Mains 
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 Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal asserted that neither the COVID-19 
pandemic nor the global uncertainties following the Ukraine crisis had affected India’s 
ability to reach its export goals. 

 Exports had reached $331.02 billion in the pre-pandemic fiscal year of 2018-19. 
Shipments have so far increased by $25.19 billion during the month of March and by 
March 31, the total figure is expected to be $410 billion. 

 The boost in the exports was likely to bolster India’s position in the ongoing 
negotiations for Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with several trade partners. 

 Noting that the agriculture sector too had recorded its highest-ever export during 
2021-22 with the help of export of “rice, marine products, wheat, spices and sugar”, 
Mr. Goyal termed the development a “Made in India blockbuster” and a “collective 
show of strength”. 

 

3. One lakh students in study to assess Class 3 literacy levels 
in 22 languages 

 One lakh Class 3 students across the country are participating in a foundational 
learning study this week, meant to set a baseline for the Centre’s mission to improve 
literacy and numeracy in the early school years.  

 The study, being conducted by the National Council of Educational Research and 
Training (NCERT), aims to set the benchmarks for reading with comprehension in 22 
Indian languages, the Education Ministry said. 

 About 10,000 schools and one lakh students are expected to take part in the study 
being conducted from March 23 to 26. 

 One of the major themes of the National Education Policy, 2020 was the 
understanding that “the ability to read and write, and perform basic operations with 
numbers, is a necessary foundation and an indispensable prerequisite for all future 
schooling and lifelong learning”.  

 Non-governmental surveys, including the reputed Annual Status of Education Report 
(ASER), have shown that the majority of children in Class 3 in rural schools across 
the country do not have these basic skills. 

 Last year, the Education Ministry launched the National Initiative for Proficiency in 
Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN-BHARAT) mission to ensure 
universal literacy and numeracy for Class 3 children within five years. 
Note 

 The Foundational Learning study will enable us to establish benchmarks in reading 
with comprehension in different Indian languages for children at Grade 3 level.  

 It will assess the ability to read age-appropriate known as well as unknown text at a 
certain pace, accurately, and with comprehension and also the foundational 
numeracy skills and form a baseline for the NIPUN Bharat Goals. 
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