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1. HAL introduces 19-seater civil aircraft, plans to deploy 
under Udaan scheme 

 Indian state-owned aerospace and defence company Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) has introduced a 19-seater aircraft in a first major attempt to develop small civil 
transport aircraft.  

 The design has been transferred to us from Dornier GmbH. This particular aircraft is 
under type certification and will have it in the name of Hindustan 228. 

 The multi-utility aircraft can be used as an ambulance, cargo, and parajam or 
paradrop, among others. 

o UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik) 
 UDAN is a regional airport development programme of the Government of India and 

part of the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) of upgrading underserviced air 
routes.  

 Its goal is to make air travel affordable and widespread, to boost inclusive national 
economic development, job growth and air transport infrastructure development of all 
regions and states of India.  

 

 

2. Surat gets India’s first steel slag road 

 Surat has become the first city in the country to get a processed steel slag (industrial 
waste) road built as part of a joint-venture project by the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR), Central Road Research Institute (CRRI), Union Ministry 
of Steel, government think-tank NITI Ayog, and ArcelorMittal-Nippon Steel (AM/NS), 
at Hazira.  

o What is the project all about? 
 The six-lane public road is a kilometre-long stretch in Hazira industries, which also 

houses the AM/NS plant.  
 The construction began around a year ago by converting mounds of steel waste into 

steel slag aggregate. The road is now being used by heavy-duty vehicles of 
multinationals located in the industrial estate on the outskirts of Surat. 

 The thickness of the road is also 30 percent lesser than normal ones, while the 
durability is much longer due to the utilisation of steel slag.  

 This project falls under the initiative of the Waste to Wealth and Clean India 
Campaign. 

 

3. Union Jal Shakti Minister Launches Sujlam 2.0 Campaign 

 Union Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat launched the Sujalam 
2.0 campaign for greywater management to mark the World Water Day, 2022.  

 A Joint Advisory was also signed by 9 Ministries namely the Ministry of (M/o) Jal 
Shakti, M/o Rural Development, M/o Women & Child Development, M/o Youth Affairs 
and Sports, M/o Tribal Affairs, M/o Health and Family Welfare, M/o Education, M/o 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change and M/o Panchayati Raj, on how greywater 

                          March 27th to 2nd April 

Economy 
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management will be taken up at their level based on convergence model with all 
those who are directly associated in programme implementation. 

 The theme for this year is ‘Groundwater: making the invisible visible’. It is not only 
important but also timely. We may not be able to see the groundwater but it's impact 
is visible everywhere! To focus on this important aspect, my Ministry is launching  

 "Sujlam 2.0" campaign is launched with the objective to manage greywater through 
people’s participation. Under the campaign, we plan to mobilize communities, our 
institutions like panchayats, schools, anganwadi to undertake greywater 
management.  

 Greywater refers to domestic wastewater generated in households or office buildings 
from streams without fecal contamination, i.e., all streams except for the wastewater 
from toilets. Sources of greywater include sinks, showers, baths, washing machines 
or dishwashers. 

 

4. World Bank issues $150m bond to help South Africa 
conserve endangered wildlife 

 
 The World Bank, through its International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

(IBRD), has issued a five-year, $150-million Wildlife Conservation Bond (WCB) 
sustainable development bond in support of South Africa’s efforts to conserve 
endangered species. 

 Also known as the “Rhino Bond,” it includes a potential performance payment from 
the Global Environment Facility (GEF), which will contribute to protecting and 
increasing black rhino populations in two protected areas in the Eastern Cape. 

 The WCB is a first-of-its-kind, outcome-based, financial instrument that channels 
investments to achieve conservation outcomes, measured in this case by an 
increase in black rhino populations.  

 Rhinos are considered an umbrella species that play a crucial role in shaping entire 
ecosystems on which countless other species depend. 

 Through the WCB, investors are supporting the financing of activities to protect and 
grow a critically endangered species with clear conservation targets, contributing 
directly to biodiversity, and bringing jobs to local communities through the creation of 
conservation-related employment in a rural and underserved region of South Africa. 

 

5. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

 The Union Cabinet today extended the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana by 
another six months till September 2022.  

 The PM-GKAY has been under implementation since April 2020, as the largest food 
security program in the world. 
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 The Government has spent approximately 2.60 Lakh Crore rupees so far and 
another 80 thousand Crore rupees will be spent over the next 6 months till 
September 2022 taking the total expenditure under PM-GKAY to nearly 3.40 Lakh 
Crore rupees. 

 This will cover nearly 80 crore beneficiaries across India and like before would be 
fully funded by the Government of India. 

 Under the scheme, the Centre is providing five-kilogram food grains per person per 
month free of cost to all beneficiaries covered under the National Food Security Act. 

 The Government on March 20 2020 had announced the distribution of additional 
free-of-cost foodgrains to about 80 Crore National Food Security Act (NFSA) 
beneficiaries at the scale of 5 Kg per person per month under the scheme. 

 It is over and above the regular monthly entitlements of their ration cards, so that the 
poor, needy and the vulnerable households or beneficiaries do not suffer on account 
of non-availability of adequate food grains during the times of economic crisis. 

 

6. Hydrogen-based Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV) 

 
 Union Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari Wednesday travelled to the Parliament House 

in a hydrogen-based Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle (FCEV), in what could be interpreted 
as a strong indication of a shift in stance by the Centre that has so far backed 
conventional battery-powered electric vehicles, or BEVs. 

o How is this car different from other electric vehicles? 
 Typically, there are four broad categorisations of electric vehicles—conventional 

hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs), plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs), BEVs and FCEVs. 
 FCEVs such as Toyota’s Mirai, Honda’s Clarity and Hyundai’s Nexo use hydrogen 

gas to power an on-board electric motor. 
 FCEVs combine hydrogen and oxygen to produce electricity, which runs the motor. 

Since they’re powered entirely by electricity, FCEVs are considered EVs, but unlike 
BEVs, their range and refuelling processes are comparable to conventional cars and 
trucks. 

 The major difference between a BEV and a hydrogen FCEV is that the latter enables 
a refuelling time of just five minutes, compared to 30-45 minutes charging for a BEV.  

 Also, consumers get about five times better energy storage per unit volume and 
weight, which frees up a lot of space for other things, while allowing the rider to go 
farther. 
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7. Nanar Refinery Project 

 
 Union Minister for Education, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Dharmendra 

Pradhan has indicated that the Nanar oil refinery project in Konkan region may be 
revived as the Maharashtra government was reconsidering its decision about stalling 
the project.  

o What is the Nanar oil refinery project? 
 The project, Ratnagiri Refinery and Petrochemical Limited, was going to be Asia’s 

‘biggest oil refinery’, and was proposed to be built at Nanar village in Ratnagiri district 
in the coastal Konkan region.  

 It was supposed to be a joint venture between Indian Oil, Bharat Petroleum and 
Hindustan Petroleum, and Saudi Arabia-owned Aramco and United Arab Emirates’ 
National Oil Company. 

 The project was mooted by the Centre and the Maharashtra government in 2014 and 
it was aimed at bringing development to the backward Konkan region.  

 It was estimated that the project would bring in investment to the tune of Rs 3 lakh 
crore and generate employment for at least one lakh local residents. It would also 
create new job generating avenues by setting up ancillary units. 

 What is the current status of the project? 
 The project was scrapped ahead of the 2019 Assembly and Lok Sabha elections 

citing that the oil refinery would be detrimental for the environment of the Konkan 
region. 
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8. Core sectors rise 5.8% in February 

   
 India’s core sector output grew at the fastest pace in four months at 5.8% in February 

2022, compared with a 4% growth in January, with six of eight sectors registering 
growth. Crude oil and fertiliser production fell 2.2% and 1.4% year-on-year, 
respectively. 

 Economists attributed February’s numbers largely to the base effect, as February 
2021 had recorded a 3.3% contraction in core sector production. In fact, the overall 
index of eight core industries released recently fell 5.3% compared with January 
2022, with all sectors witnessing a month-on-month dip. 
Base effect 

 The base effect relates to inflation in the corresponding period of the previous year.  
 If the inflation rate was too low in the corresponding period of the previous year, even 

a smaller rise in the Price Index will arithmetically give a high rate of inflation now.  
 On the other hand, if the price index had risen at a high rate in the corresponding 

period of the previous year and recorded a high inflation rate, a similar absolute 
increase in the price index now will show a lower inflation rate now. 
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1. CJI N V Ramana launches software to transmit court 
orders swiftly 

 Chief Justice of India N V Ramana launched FASTER (Fast and Secured 
Transmission of Electronic Records) — a digital platform to communicate interim 
orders, stay orders, bail orders etc., of the Supreme Court to authorities concerned 
through a secured electronic communication channel. 

 FASTER, according to the Chief Justice of India, is intended to eliminate the situation 
in which inmates' release is delayed even after the Supreme Court grants them bail.  

 'FASTER' was initiated when a bench led by CJI Ramana took suo motu cognisance 
of delays in convicts' release even after they had been granted bail, citing reasons 
such as non-receipt or non-verification of legal orders. 

 The ‘FASTER’ system has even been developed on a war-footing by the Registry in 
collaboration with the NIC. 

 

2. Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022 

 The Lok Sabha passed the Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, by voice 
vote.  

 It seeks to repeal The Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920, and allow the collection, 
storage and analysis of physical and biological samples, including retina and iris 
scans of the convicted, arrested and detained persons. 

 Its sole objective was to improve the conviction rate in the country, protect the human 
rights of crores of law-abiding citizens and send a strong message in the society.  

 It had not been brought for any misuse, he said. Most of the Opposition members 
urged the government to send the Bill to the parliamentary standing or select 
committee for detailed discussion and improvement. 

 Mr. Shah said the Bill sought to equip the police with the necessary resources for 
securing convictions in the court.  

o Background 
 The Home Minister said that according to the 2020 National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB) data, the overall conviction rate in murder cases was just 44%; 39% in rape 
cases; 24% in cases of attempted murder; 38% in robbery; and 29% in dacoity 
cases.  

 Whereas, in the United Kingdom the average conviction rate was 83.6%, it was 68% 
in Canada, 82% in South Africa, 97% in Australia (2020-21) and about 93% in the 
United States. All these countries were champions of human rights and had more 
stringent laws in place. 

o Concerns 
 The Opposition members expressed concern over the issue of data protection, 

possible misuse of the proposed law, violation of the citizen’s right to privacy and 
other fundamental rights.  

 They expressed concern that the Bill was violating Articles 14, 19 and 20 (3) and 21 
of the Constitution. Its implications on civil liberties and human rights were enormous 
and would have far-reaching consequences.  

 They also raised concerns about possible misuse and they said the Bill violated 
Article 21. 

 

 

Polity and Governance  
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3. Rajya Sabha passes Bill to remove Bhogta caste from SC 
list 

 The Rajya Sabha passed a Bill that seeks to remove the Bhogta caste from the list of 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) in Jharkhand and include certain other communities in the 
list of Scheduled Tribes (STs) for the state. 

 The Constitution (Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) Orders (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022 was passed by a voice vote. 

 The Bill amends the Schedule to the ST Order to include communities such as 
Deshwari, Ganjhu, Dautalbandi (Dwalbandi), Patbandi, Raut, Maajhia, Khairi (Kheri), 
Tamaria (Tamadia), and Puran in the list of STs in Jharkhand.  

 The government keeps amending the lists originally notified in 1950 based on 
requests made by various states. 

 

4. SC strikes down 10.5% reservation within MBCs for 
Vanniyars in Tamil Nadu 

 The Supreme Court upheld the Madras High Court judgement striking down the law 
brought in Tamil Nadu last year providing 10.5 per cent reservation to Vanniyars, 
within the Most Backward Classes (MBC) community, in government jobs and 
admissions to educational institutions.  

 The top court said it was done solely on the basis of numbers without adequate data 
to show the relative backwardness of the Vanniyar community. 

 The court also ruled that though there is no fetter placed on the power of the state to 
legislate, and caste can be the basis of such internal reservation, it cannot be the 
sole basis. 

 The bench referred to the Supreme Court ruling in the Indra Sawhney case, saying 
“on the issue of caste based classification”, it had stated that caste can be the 
starting point but not the sole basis.  

 Similarly, caste can be the starting point for providing internal reservation but it is 
incumbent on the State Government to justify the reasonableness of the decision and 
to demonstrate that caste is not the sole basis. 

 
 
 
 

 

5. Chief Justice of India flags falling credibility of CBI 
 Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana said, with the passage of time, like every other 

institution of repute, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had also come under 
deep public scrutiny. Its actions and inactions had raised questions regarding its 
credibility, in some cases.. 

o Suggestions 
 There was an immediate need for the creation of an independent umbrella institution, 

so as to bring various central agencies like the CBI, Enforcement Directorate and the 
Serious Fraud Investigation Office under one roof. 

 The police and the probe agencies should not allow any authoritarian tendencies to 
creep in. “They need to function within democratic framework as prescribed under 
the Constitution.  
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 This body is required to be created under a statute, clearly defining its powers, 
functions and jurisdictions. Such a law will also lead to much needed legislative 
oversight. 

 The organisation should be headed by an independent and impartial authority, 
appointed by a committee akin to the one which appointed the CBI Director. Its head 
could be assisted by deputies having specialisation in different domains. 

o Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), functioning under Dept. of Personnel, 

Ministry of Personnel, Pension & Public Grievances, Government of India, is the 
premier investigating police agency in India.  

 It is an elite force playing a major role in preservation of values in public life and in 
ensuring the health of the national economy.  

 The agency has been known to investigate several economic crimes, special crimes, 
cases of corruption and other cases. 

 It is also the nodal police agency in India, which coordinates investigations on behalf 
of Interpol Member countries. 
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1. Decision on Malabar Rebellion martyrs deferred 

 The Indian Council for Historical Research (ICHR) has deferred its decision on a 
recommendation to remove the 1921 Malabar Rebellion martyrs including 
Variamkunnaathu Kunhahamad Haji and Ali Musliyar from the list of India’s freedom 
fighters. 

 The sub-committee had recommended the removal of the Malabar Rebellion leaders, 
mostly Muslims, from the list.  

 The panel was of the view that the rebellion that took place at Malabar was a one-
sided attack on Hindus. Barring the deaths of two persons, no Britishers were 
targeted or killed during the unrest and hence the rebellion could not be considered 
as part of the freedom struggle. 

 
 The Malabar rebellion of 1921 (also called Moplah rebellion, and Mappila rebellion) 

started as a resistance against British colonial rule in the Malabar region of Kerala.  
 The popular uprising was also against the prevailing feudal system controlled by elite 

Hindus. 
 The British had appointed high caste Hindus in positions of authority to get their 

support; this led to the protest turning against the Hindus. 

 

 

 

 

History 
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1. Zojila tunnel 

 
 Authorities are on an overdrive to build a strategic Zojila tunnel in Kashmir to reduce 

travel time to Ladakh where China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) is aggressively 
pushing its territorial claims along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

 It could be one of the very few development projects in India to be completed ahead 
of its deadline which was fixed for November 2026. 

 Officials say the tunnel will be opened for movement of the armed forces in 
September 2024 in case of any emergency. 

 The need for the Zojila tunnel was first felt during the 1999 Kargil war and the recent 
incursions by China made it an urgent necessity. 

 The tunnel will provide logistics flexibility and operational mobility to the Indian Army 
as it will reduce the travel time on Zojila Pass from 3.5 hours to 15 minutes. 

 Zojila tunnel, which marks the end of the conifer-clad mountains of Kashmir Valley, 
will connect Sonamarg in Kashmir with Minamarg in cold desert Ladakh. 

 To be built at a cost of Rs 2,600 crore, the horseshoe-shaped Zojila tunnel will be 
India’s longest street burrow and the highest tunnel at 3,485 metre. 

 The tunnel will reduce the distance between Baltal to Minamarg from 40 km to 13 km. 
 Presently, the Zojila Pass that connects Kashmir’s capital city Srinagar to Ladakh is 

motorable only for six months only as the accumulation of snow makes it 
inaccessible during winters. 

 It creates inconveniences for civilians in Ladakh who have to stockpile the ration 
before winter sets in. 
 

Geography 
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1. Moradabad 2nd most noise polluted city globally, says 
UNEP 

 The city of Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh is the second-most noise polluted city 
globally, according to the “Frontier 2022 report” by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). 

 Moradabad has recorded noise pollution of a maximum of 114 decibels (db). The 
Frontier 2022 report mentions a total of 61 cities. 

 The highest noise pollution of 119 db has been recorded in Dhaka, the capital of 
Bangladesh. At third place is Pakistan’s capital Islamabad, where the noise pollution 
level has been recorded at 105 db. 

 The report identifies 13 noise polluted cities in south Asia. Five of these, including 
Moradabad, are in India, which have recorded alarming levels of noise pollution:  

o Kolkata (89 db) 
o Asansol (89 db) 
o Jaipur (84 db) 
o Delhi (83 db) 

 The noise pollution figures given in the report relate to daytime traffic or vehicles. 
 Sounds with a frequency over 70 db are considered harmful to health. 
 The World Health Organization (WHO) had recommended a 55 db standard for 

residential areas in the 1999 guidelines, while for traffic and business sectors, the 
limit was 70 db. 

 The WHO set the limit of noise pollution on the road at 53 dB in 2018, taking into 
account health safety. 

 

2. India-UAE CEPA will be operationalized on May 1, 2022 

 

International Relations 
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 The free trade agreement between India and the UAE is likely to come into effect 
from May 1 this year. 

 Under this agreement, domestic exporters of as many as 6,090 goods from sectors 
like textiles, agriculture, dry fruits, gem and jewellery would get duty-free access to 
the UAE market. 

 The Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed by India 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in February which aims to boost bilateral to 
USD 100 billion in the next five years from the current USD 60 billion. 

 Overall, the UAE is offering duty elimination on over 97 percent of its products which 
account for 99 per cent of Indian exports here in value terms. 

 Currently, we are exporting about USD 26 billion worth of goods to the UAE , almost 
90 per cent of them will get total tariff (or customs duty) elimination on Day 1 itself. 
Going forward in the next 5-7 or ten years, the rest of the 9.5 per cent (about 1,270 
goods) will also get zero duty. 

 

 

3. India’s trade pact with the UAE 
 The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), set to 

come into force on May 1, includes a chapter on government procurement, granting 
UAE-based companies treatment on par with domestic companies.  

 This is the first instance of India including government procurement in a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA). 

o Why is inclusion of government procurement in the India-UAE CEPA 
significant? 

 India has previously been unwilling to discuss government procurement in bilateral or 
multilateral trade agreements to protect domestic firms which rely on it.  

 India  is also not a signatory to the World Trade Organisations Government 
Procurement Agreement (GPA), but has been an observer since 2010. 

 Experts note that the move marks a major shift in India’s stance on government 
procurement, which had also been a stumbling block in major FTA negotiations, 
including those with the European Union.  

 Government procurement is estimated to be worth about 20-22 percent of GDP. 

 

 

4. Indian power projects replace Chinese ventures in Sri 
Lanka 

 India will set up hybrid power projects in three Islands off Jaffna, effectively replacing 
the Chinese venture cleared by Colombo in 2021.   

 The MoU for the project was among those signed during a meeting between visiting 
External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar and his Sri Lankan counterpart G.L. 
Peiris.  

 It is the third Indian energy project coming up in Sri Lanka’s north and east, after the 
recent agreements for National Thermal Power Corporation’s solar venture in the 
eastern Sampur town, and the Adani Group’s renewable energy projects in Mannar 
and Pooneryn in the north. 

 In January 2021, Sri Lanka’s Cabinet decided to award renewable energy projects in 
Nainativu , Delft or Neduntheevu , and Analaitivu islands to Chinese company 
Sinosoar-Etechwin.  

 India was quick to express concern to the Sri Lankan side over the Chinese project 
coming up in the Palk Bay, barely 50 km off Tamil Nadu. New Delhi offered to 
execute the same project with a grant rather than a loan.  

 Meanwhile, India and Sri Lanka have also agreed to set up a  Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Center (MRCC), signalling greater defence sector collaboration 
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between the neighbours. The initiative, involving Bharath Electronics and a $ 6 
million Indian grant, obtained Cabinet approval recently.  

 India will also help develop fisheries harbours in Point Pedro, Pesalai, and 
Gurunagar in the Northern Province, and Balapitiya, south of capital Colombo, in 
addition to supporting schools in the southern Galle district with computer labs and 
smart boards, extending a grant for Sri Lanka’s Unique Digital Identity project. 

 

5. PM Modi moots free trade agreement for BIMSTEC 

 India will be the “security pillar” of the BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation), an official of the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said at the conclusion of the grouping’s summit in Colombo. 

 Addressing the meeting, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for strengthening the 
BIMSTEC and welcomed the unveiling of the Charter of the organisation that 
connects the littoral countries of the Bay of Bengal. 

 Mr. Modi called for a Free Trade Agreement among the member countries.  
 He mentioned the necessity for coastal shipping ecosystem and electricity grid 

interconnectivity, as two of the necessary components of the evolving shape of 
BIMSTEC.  

 The summit saw the declaration of the Master Plan for Transport Connectivity that 
would provide a framework for regional and domestic connectivity, said the MEA 
official. 

 The signing of the Charter was the main outcome of this summit.  
 India has adopted the Charter of BIMSTEC. This is an important step towards 

creating an institutional architecture of BIMSTEC,” he said in Hindi. The Charter had 
given BIMSTEC a new orientation and concrete goals.  

 Under this Charter, the members were expected to meet once every two years. 
 With the Charter, BIMSTEC now has an international personality. It has an emblem, 

it has a flag. It has a formally listed purpose and principles that it is going to adhere 
to. It represents a significant evolution of the grouping.  

 In line with the development of the organisation into a formal structure, the leaders of 
the member-countries have agreed to divide the working of the grouping into seven 
segments, with India providing leadership to the security pillar.  

o Background 
 BIMSTEC is a multilateral regional cooperation platform and the aim is to focus on 

economic and development cooperation to do activities that genuinely deliver value 
to people.  

 Members on this platform are countries who are geographically littoral to or 
dependent upon the Bay of Bengal. 
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1. Meghalaya's root bridges in Unesco's tentative list of World 
Heritage Sites 

 
 Living Root Bridges, found in over 70 villages in Meghalaya highlighting the socio-

cultural, social and botanical links between people and nature, has been included in 
the tentative list of World Heritage sites of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (Unesco). 

 Villagers grow the living root bridges by training the 'ficus elastica' tree on both sides 
of water bodies and over a period of about 10 to 15 years where the roots form the 
bridge. 

 At present, there are about 100 known living root bridges spread across 72 villages in 
the state. 

 The living root bridges of Meghalaya which highlights the socio-cultural, social and 
botanical links between people and nature are well-deserving of the tag of UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 
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2. Red Fort Festival - Bharat Bhagya Vidhata promotes 
heritage conservation and tourism of India 

 The ten-day mega Red Fort Festival - Bharat Bhagya Vidhata, started at the iconic 
17th- century monument, Red Fortin Delhi.  

 Union Minister for Women and Child Development Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani 
inaugurated the festival today. 

 The festival will feature a wide range of experiences including “Mathrubhumi” –
Projection Mapping Show, YATRA - A 360° immersive experience, a Cultural Parade, 
Khao Galli, Live performances at Rang Manch, Dances of India, Anokhe Vastra, Khel 
Manch and Khel Gaon and Yoga on the Go. More than 70 artists from across India 
will participate in the event. 

 The Red Fort mega festival-Bharat Bhagya Vidhata is to commemorate the heritage 
of the country and culture of every part of India.  

 The festival Bharat Bhagya Vidhata will help everyone to appreciate the diversity of 
India. More than 70 master craftsmen have displayed their craftsmanship at the 
venue. 

 Red Fort Festival - Bharat Bhagya Vidhata promises a rich cultural treat to visitors 
and aims to promote heritage conservation and tourism. 

 

3. Kozhikode to vie for UNESCO's 'City of Literature' tag 

 Kozhikode was proposed by the Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA) to be 
branded as a ‘City of Literature’ with the help of UNESCO.  

 It is among the six places that the KILA plans to develop as ‘Creative Cities’. 
Thiruvananthapuram is vying for the title ‘City of Peace’, Kollam ‘City of Biodiversity’, 
Kochi ‘City of Design’, Thrissur ‘City of Learning’, and Kannur ‘City of Craft and Folk 
Arts’. 

 The branding would help Kozhikode get a global reach. Innovative literary events 
could be organised here showcasing writers from foreign countries. 

 UNESCO's City of Literature programme is part of the wider Creative Cities Network. 
 The Network was launched in 2004, and now has member cities in seven creative 

fields. The other creative fields are: Crafts and Folk Art, Design, Film, Gastronomy, 
Media Arts, and Music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

1. Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 
2022, 
 The Lok Sabha passed a bill to amend a constitutional order to include Darlong, a 

tribal clan in Tripura which was among the generic Halam community till now, in the 
list of Scheduled Tribes (ST).  

 The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Amendment) Bill, 2022, was an 
amendment to the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950. 

 The Bill, which was tabled in Parliament by Union Minister for Tribal Affairs Arjun 
Munda, sought to include the Darlong community as a sub-tribe of the Kuki tribal 
community in the list of Scheduled Tribes. Munda said that the bill would do justice to 
the Darlongs. 

 Darlong is a tribal community of Tripura, which has a population of 11,000.  
 Despite its small population, the community has a high prevalence of education and 

cultural activities and members of the community serve in senior positions in the local 
administration. For example, tribal musicologist and Rosen (a tribal instrument) 
maestro Thanga Darlong was awarded the prestigious Padma Shri a few years ago 
for his contributions to culture. 

 Tripura has 19 tribal communities, people of which live in The Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council formed on January 18, 1982. 

 A large majority of them still depend on slash and burn cultivation and traditional 
livelihood for sustenance. 

 

2. Matua Dharma Maha Mela 2022  
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address Matua Dharma Maha Mela 2022 at 

Shreedham Thakurnagar, Thakurbari in West Bengal on the occasion of the 211th 
birth anniversary of Shree Shree Harichand Thakur. 

 Shree Shree Harichand Thakur ji devoted his life for the cause of betterment of the 
oppressed, downtrodden and deprived persons in undivided Bengal during the pre-
independence era.  

 The social and religious movement started by him originated from Orakandi which is 
now in Bangladesh in 1860 and led to the formation of the Matua Dharma. 

 Matua is a sect of depressed class Hindus who are Namasudras, a Scheduled Caste 
group.  

 The movement was launched as a reformation by the followers of Harichand Thakur.  
 Thakur attained atmadarshan at an early age and would subsequently preach his 

Darshan in the Twelve Commandments. 
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1. 2.45 lakh Olive Ridley turtles arrive to nest at Nasi-II 
island of Gahirmatha 

 
 About 2.45 lakh Olive Ridley sea turtles crawled ashore at the Nasi-II beach of the 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary along the Odisha coast to lay eggs, marking one of 
the largest opening day arrivals of turtles at the site.  

 Gahirmatha is the world’s largest rookery for endangered Olive Ridley sea turtles.  
 The entire turtle congregation was noticed in the Nasi-II island of the Gahirmatha 

Sanctuary. Both Nasi-I and Nasi-II beaches are under the jurisdiction of the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation, which conducts missile tests from nearby 
Wheeler Island. 

 As the beach is not big enough to host such a large number of nests, Olive Ridley 
turtles often dig out previously laid eggs in order to make space for more. Thousands 
of eggs are thus destroyed in the natural process. 

 Elaborate arrangements are in place to guard the eggs from dogs and hyenas, which 
are attracted to the mass nesting sites in search of eggs.      

 Apart from Gahirmatha, annual mass nesting of Olive Ridley turtles also takes place 
at the mouth of the Rushikulya river in Ganjam district and the mouth of the Devi river 
in Puri district. 

 The olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea), also known commonly as the 
Pacific ridley sea turtle, is a species of turtle in the family Cheloniidae.  

 The species is the second-smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles found in the 
world.  

 L. olivacea is found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, but also in the warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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2. Mercury pollution: Parties to Minamata Convention 
discuss non-binding declaration 

 Consensus is building among various stakeholders meeting in Bali, Indonesia, to 
adopt a non-binding declaration that will enhance international cooperation and 
coordination for combating illegal trade in mercury, a major pollutant globally. 

 The Government of Indonesia as well as the United Nations have sought support and 
commitment from parties to the Minamata Convention for a Bali Declaration on 
combating Global Illegal Trade of Mercury. 

 The issue is being discussed at the second round of the fourth Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Minamata Convention on Mercury (COP-4.2). The 
meeting is being held in-person from March 21-25 in Bali, with online participation. 

 The Minamata Convention on Mercury is the most recent global agreement on 
environment and health. It was adopted in 2013 and entered into force August 16, 
2017. 

 Some 137 parties or countries from Africa, Asia-Pacific, eastern Europe, Latin 
America and the Caribbean, western Europe and other regions have been working 
together to control the supply and trade of mercury, reduce the use, emissions and 
release of mercury, raise public awareness and build necessary institutional capacity 
since 2017. 

 The non-binding declaration calls upon parties to: 
o Develop practical tools and notification and information-sharing systems for 

monitoring and managing trade in mercury 
o Exchange experiences and practices relating to combating illegal trade in 

mercury, including reducing the use of mercury in artisanal and small-scale 
gold mining 

o Share examples of national legislation and data and information related to 
such trade 

o The declaration has undergone two out of three written consulting stages and 
is widely expected to be adopted at the conclusion of the summit. 

 

3. Swachh Bharat Mission: Managing Greywater 

 The country has crossed a milestone of 50 thousand open defecation-free (ODF) 
Plus villages.  

 Among the top performing States are Telangana with 13 thousand 960 ODF Plus 
villages followed by Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh. 

 Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin Phase-II was launched in February 2020 with the 
aim to ensure that all villages in the country can declare themselves as ODF Plus by 
the end of 2024. 

 The mission towards becoming ODF Plus has several components including 
biodegradable waste management including the GOBARdhan Scheme, Grey water 
management, Plastic waste management and Faecal sludge management. 

 ODF Plus villages have been divided into three categories, Aspiring, Rising, and 
Model, to showcase their progress. 
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4. The phenomenon of coral bleaching 

 
 The management authority of the world’s largest coral reef system, Australia’s Great 

Barrier Reef, confirmed on March 25 that the reef is experiencing a mass coral 
bleaching event.  

 This is the sixth time that the coral reef system is being hit by a widespread and 
damaging bleaching event and the fourth time in six years that such an event has 
occurred.  

o What are coral reefs? 
 Corals are marine invertebrates or animals not possessing a spine. Each coral is 

called a polyp and thousands of such polyps live together to form a colony, which 
grows when polyps multiply to make copies of themselves. 

 Corals are of two types — hard coral and soft coral.  
 They are the largest living structures on the planet. 
 Corals share a symbiotic relationship with single-celled algae called zooxanthellae. 

The algae provides the coral with food and nutrients, which they make through 
photosynthesis, using the sun’s light. In turn, the corals give the algae a home and 
key nutrients. The zooxanthellae also give corals their bright colour. 

 Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is the world’s largest reef system stretching across 
2,300 km. It hosts 400 different types of coral, gives shelter to 1,500 species of fish 
and 4,000 types of mollusc. 

o What is coral bleaching?  
 Bleaching happens when corals experience stress in their environment due to 

changes in temperature, pollution or high levels of ocean acidity.  
 Under stressed conditions, the zooxanthellae or food-producing algae living inside 

coral polyps start producing reactive oxygen species, which are not beneficial to the 
corals. So, the corals expel the colour-giving zooxanthellae from their polyps, which 
exposes their pale white exoskeleton, giving the corals a bleached appearance. This 
also ends the symbiotic relationship that helps the corals to survive and grow. 

o Why does it matter?  
 Coral reefs support over 25% of marine biodiversity, including fish, turtles and 

lobsters; even as they only take up 1% of the seafloor.  
 The marine life supported by reefs further fuels global fishing industries. Even giant 

clams and whales depend on the reefs to live.  
 Besides, coral reef systems generate $2.7 trillion in annual economic value through 

goods and service trade and tourism.  
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5. Permanent Body constituted to prevent elephant deaths 
on railway tracks 

 The Union Environment Ministry has constituted a “permanent” coordination 
committee that includes the Ministry of Railways and the Environment Ministry to 
prevent elephant deaths on railway tracks. 

 19 elephants were killed across the country on railway tracks in 2018-19, 14 in 2019-
20 and 12 in 2020-21.  

 Several steps were taken to reduce the number of elephant deaths, the 
minister noted 

o These included making permanent and temporary speed restrictions in 
identified elephant corridors and habitats.  

o Making underpasses and ramps for movement of elephants at identified 
locations,  

o Providing fencing at selected locations,  
o Erecting signages to warn train drivers about identified elephant corridors,  
o Sensitising train crew and station masters to avoid train collisions with 

elephants,  
o Clearing vegetation on the sides of tracks within railway land. 

 The Wildlife Institute of India, an autonomous body of the Environment Ministry, in 
consultation with the Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change, National 
Highway Authority, National Tiger Conservation Authority and World Bank Group has 
published a document named ‘Eco-Friendly Measures to Mitigate Impacts of 
Linear Infrastructure’ to assist project agencies in designing linear infrastructure, 
including railway lines, to reduce human-animal conflicts. 

 Railway collisions were the second-largest reason for the unnatural deaths of 
elephants despite tracts being specifically demarcated and notified as elephant 
passages, the Comptroller and Auditor General, said in a report. 

 A Standing Committee on the Railways in 2013 had recommended restricting the 
speed of trains at vulnerable locations to reduce chances of collisions. This 
specifically translated into trains slowing down to 50 kilometre per hour (kmph) or 
less in vulnerable locations. 

 

6. Scientists find microplastics in blood for first time 

 A Dutch study published in the Environment International journal has discovered 
microplastics in human blood for the first time, warning that the ubiquitous particles 
could also be making their way into organs. 

 The tiny pieces of mostly invisible plastic have already been found almost 
everywhere else on Earth, from the deepest oceans to the highest mountains as well 
as in the air, soil and food chain. 

 Half of the blood samples showed traces of PET plastic, widely used to make drink 
bottles, while more than a third had polystyrene, used for disposable food containers 
and many other products. 

 The study said the microplastics could have entered the body by many routes: via air, 
water or food, but also in products such as particular toothpastes, lip glosses and 
tattoo ink. 

o microplastics 
 Microplastics, as the name implies, are tiny plastic particles. Officially, they are 

defined as plastics less than five millimeters (0.2 inches) in diameter—smaller in 
diameter than the standard pearl used in jewelry.  

 There are two categories of microplastics: primary and secondary. 
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 Primary microplastics are tiny particles designed for commercial use, such as 
cosmetics, as well as microfibers shed from clothing and other textiles, such as 
fishing nets.  

 Secondary microplastics are particles that result from the breakdown of larger plastic 
items, such as water bottles. This breakdown is caused by exposure to 
environmental factors, mainly the sun’s radiation and ocean waves. 

 The problem with microplastics is that—like plastic items of any size—they do not 
readily break down into harmless molecules.  

 Plastics can take hundreds or thousands of years to decompose—and in the 
meantime, wreak havoc on the environment. On beaches, microplastics are visible 
as tiny multicolored plastic bits in sand. In the oceans, microplastic pollution is often 
consumed by marine animals. 

 

7. Kaziranga rhino population increases by 200 

 
 The population of the greater one–horned or Indian rhinoceros in the Kaziranga 

National Park and Tiger Reserve has increased by 200 in four years, the latest 
census of the World Heritage Sites flagship animal has revealed. 

 The last rhino census conducted in 2018 had put the number at 2,413. 
 This year’s census had a first — the use of drones for the recheck of 26 park 

compartments where the sample survey was conducted. 
 The Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis), also called the Indian rhino, greater 

one-horned rhinoceros or great Indian rhinoceros, is a rhinoceros species native to 
the Indian subcontinent.  

 It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, as populations are fragmented and 
restricted to less than 20,000 km2 (7,700 sq mi). 
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Indian Rhinoceros Range 

 

8. Three years after the plastic waste ban, the Environment 
Ministry allows imported PET bottles for processing 

 After banning the import of plastic waste in 2019, the Environment Ministry has 
permitted PET Bottles, as plastic waste, to be imported for processing.  

 The decision to rollback the ban was taken last year after representations by several 
industries in the business of processing waste said there was too little waste 
available for them in India and this was causing them financial losses. 

 An expert committee of the Environment Ministry, last December, had recommended 
that firms who had applied for permission could import PET Flakes/Bottles up to 50% 
of their production capacity.  

 Polyethylene Terephthalate bottles are a category of plastic of which nearly 90% of 
the domestic supply is already recycled. 

 However, this reprieve has not gone down well with environmentalist groups. 
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1. Aphasia: Brain Disorder 

 
 Hollywood actor Bruce Willis has been diagnosed with a medical condition known as 

Aphasia which leads to cognitive impairments, making it difficult to comprehend and 
express language. 

o WHAT IS APHASIA? 
 A language disorder, Aphasia, is caused by damage in a specific area of the brain 

that controls language expression and comprehension.  
 According to John Hopkins Medicine, the medical conditions leave a person unable 

to communicate effectively with others and are mostly found among people in middle 
to old age. 

 The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders says that 
Aphasia usually occurs suddenly, often following a stroke or head injury, but it may 
also develop slowly, as the result of a brain tumor or a progressive neurological 
disease.  

o WHAT CAUSES APHASIA? 
 Health experts identify stroke, head injury, brain tumor, infection, dementia as some 

of the common reasons behind the development of the communication disorder. 
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1. India's 'space economy' valued at ₹36,794 crore 
 A collaboration between two premier research and educational institutions in 

Thiruvananthapuram has shed interesting light on India’s “space economy”. 
 In a first-of-its kind attempt at measuring the size of India's space economy, 

researchers from the Centre for Development Studies (CDS) and the Indian Institute 
of Space Science and Technology (IIST) arrived at a figure of ₹36,794 crore 
(approximately $5 billion) for the 2020-21 fiscal.  

 The estimated size of India's space economy, as a percentage of the GDP, has 
slipped from 0.26% in 2011-12 to 0.19% in 2020-21, they found. 

 According to the paper, space applications accounted for the major chunk of this 
evolving economy, constituting 73.57% (₹ 27061 crore) of it in 2020-21, followed by 
space operations (₹ 8218.82 crore or 22.31%) and manufacturing (₹ 1515.59 crore or 
4.12%). 

 The study also found that the space budget as a percentage of the GDP slipped from 
0.09% in 2000-01 to 0.05% in 2011-12, and has remained more or less at that level 
since then.  

 In relation to GDP, India's spending is more than that of China, Germany, Italy and 
Japan, but less than the U.S. and Russia. 

 In relation to GDP, India's spending is more than that of China, Germany, Italy and 
Japan, but less than the U.S. and Russia. 

 

2. ISRO to step up tracking of space debris 

 With space junk posing an increasing threat to Indian assets in space, the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is building up its orbital debris tracking 
capability by deploying new radars and optical telescopes under the Network for 
Space Objects Tracking and Analysis (NETRA) project. 

 A space debris tracking radar with a range of 1,500 km and an optical telescope will 
be inducted as part of establishing an effective surveillance and tracking network 
under NETRA.  

 The government has given the go-ahead for the deployment of the radar, which will 
be capable of detecting and tracking objects 10 cm and above in size, he said. It will 
be indigenously designed and built. 

 Radars and optical telescopes are vital ground-based facilities for keeping an eye on 
space objects, including orbital junk. 

 To protect its space assets, ISRO was forced to perform 19 collision avoidance 
manoeuvres (CAM) in 2021, of which 14 were in Low Earth Orbit (LEO) and five in 
geostationary orbit, according to ISRO's Space Situational Assessment for the year. 
The number of CAMs jumped from just three in 2015 to 12 in 2020 and 19 in 2021. 

 Space junk or debris consists of spent rocket stages, dead satellites, fragments of 
space objects and debris resulting from ASAT.  

 Hurtling at an average speed of 27,000 kmph in LEO, these objects pose a very real 
threat as collisions involving even centimetre-sized fragments can be lethal to 
satellites.  

 ISRO's efforts towards space situational awareness (SSA) are coordinated by the 
SSA Control Centre in Bengaluru and managed by the Directorate of Space 
Situational Awareness and Management at the ISRO headquarters. 
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3. What is genome editing technology and how is it different 
from GM technology? 

 
 The central government paved the way for easy introduction of genome-edited 

crops.  
 The government has clearly distinguished such crops from genetically modified crops 

and has prescribed relatively easier norms for their introduction. ️ 

o What is genome editing? 
 A decade ago, scientists in Germany and the US discovered a technique which 

allowed them to ‘cut’ DNA strands and edit genes.  
 For agriculture scientists this process allows them to bring about desired changes in 

the genome by using site directed nuclease (SDN) or sequence specific nuclease 
(SSN). Nuclease is an enzyme which cleaves through nucleic acid — the building 
block of genetic material. 

 Advanced research has allowed scientists to develop the highly effective clustered 
regularly interspaced palindromic repeat (CRISPR) -associated proteins based 
systems.  

 This system allows for targeted intervention at the genome sequence. This tool has 
opened up various possibilities in plant breeding. Using this tool, agricultural 
scientists can now edit the genome to insert specific traits in the gene sequence.  
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 Depending on the nature of the edit that is carried out, the process is divided into 
three categories — SDN 1, SDN 2 and SDN 3. 

 SDN1 introduces changes in the host genome’s DNA through small 
insertions/deletions without introduction of foreign genetic material.  

 SDN 2 : In the case of SDN 2, the edit involves using a small DNA template to 
generate specific changes. Both these processes do not involve alien genetic 
material and the end result is indistinguishable from conventionally bred crop 
varieties.  

 SDN3: On the other hand, SDN3 process involves larger DNA elements or full length 
genes of foreign origin which makes it similar to Genetically modified organisms 
(GMO) development. 

o How is gene editing different from GMO development? 
 Genetically modified organisms (GMO) involve modification of the genetic material of 

the host by introduction of a foreign genetic material.  
 In the case of agriculture, soil bacteria is the best mining source for such genes 

which are then inserted into the host genome using genetic engineering.  
o For example, in case of cotton, introduction of genes cry1Ac and cry2Ab 

mined from the soil bacterium Bacillus Thuringiensis (BT) allow the native 
cotton plant to generate endotoxins to fight pink bollworm naturally.  

o BT Cotton uses this advantage to help farmers naturally fight pink bollworm 
which is the most common pest for cotton farmers. 

 The basic difference between genome editing and genetic engineering is that while 
the former does not involve the introduction of foreign genetic material, the latter 
does.  

 In the case of agriculture, both the techniques aim to generate variants which are 
better yielding and more resistant to biotic and abiotic stress. 

o What has the government decided? 
 The Environment Ministry put a lid to the topic by issuing fresh guidelines.  
 The notification has exempted SDN 1 and SDN 2 genmoe from the same and instead 

it would rely on reports of Institutional Biosafety Committee to exclude exogenous 
genetic material. 

 The institutional biosafety committees are expert committees constituted under the 
Act to deal with research and release of GM material.  

 Such committees would now be entrusted to certify that the genome edited crop is 
devoid of any foreign DNA This would be a less cumbersome and time consuming 
process for commercial release of genome edited crops. 
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1. 1.Indian Ocean Naval Symposium holds maiden maritime 
exercise 

 The regional grouping Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) conducted its maiden 
edition of maritime exercise, IMEX-22, at Goa and in the Arabian Sea from March 26 
to 30.  

 The exercise witnessed participation of 16 of the 25 member nations. 
 The aim of the exercise was to enhance interoperability in Humanitarian Assistance 

and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations among member navies,” the Navy said.  
 The participants validated the IONS HADR guidelines and developed response 

mechanisms for providing HADR from sea to shore and for rendering assistance to 
ships and crafts in distress at sea, it said. 

 The official said the IMEX-22 aimed to develop the IONS capability to efficiently and 
effectively coordinate amongst member nations the ability to address a HADR 
contingency, coordinate the operations, build upon the individual strengths and 
develop interoperability in critical areas such as search and rescue operations, cross 
deck operations of helicopters, medical support, diving expertise and seamless 
communications. 

 The IONS, established in 2007, is a premier forum for cooperation and collaboration 
among the navies of the littoral states of the Indian Ocean Region. 

 The forum has enabled discussions on regional maritime  issues, promoted friendly 
relationships, and significantly improved maritime security cooperation in the Indian 
Ocean Region. 

 

2. INDIA - FRANCE NAVAL EXERCISE VARUNA – 2022 

 
 The 20th edition of the Bilateral Naval Exercise between Indian and French Navies – 

‘VARUNA’ is being conducted in the Arabian Sea from 30 Mar – 03 Apr 22. 
 The Bilateral Naval Exercises between the two Navies were initiated in 1993. The 

exercise was christened as ‘VARUNA’ in 2001 and has become a vital part of India – 
France strategic bilateral relationship. 

Defence and Security 
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 Various units including ships, submarines, maritime patrol aircraft, fighter aircraft and 
helicopters of the two navies are participating in the exercise. These units will 
endeavour to enhance and hone their operational skills in maritime theatre, augment 
interoperability to undertake maritime security operations and demonstrate their 
commitment to promote peace, security and stability in the region as an integrated 
force.  

 

3. INDIA - SEYCHELLES JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE 
LAMITYE – 2022 

 The 9th Joint Military Exercise LAMITYE-2022 between the Indian Army and 
Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF) is being conducted at Seychelles Defence 
Academy (SDA), Seychelles from 22 March to 31 March 22.  

 Exercise LAMITYE-2022 is a biennial training event which is being conducted in 
Seychelles since 2001.  

 Notably, in the series of military training exercises undertaken by India with various 
countries; Exercise LAMITIYE with Seychelles is crucial and significant in terms of 
security challenges faced by both the Nations in the backdrop of the current global 
situation and growing security concerns in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 The objective of the joint training exercise is to build and promote bilateral military 
relations in addition to exchanging skills, experiences and good practices between 
both the armies.  

 Due emphasis will be laid on enhancing tactical skills in combating hostile forces in a 
Semi-Urban environment and on increasing interoperability between forces. 

 

4. India test-fires two surface-to-air missiles off Odisha 
coast 
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 India successfully test–fired two Army–version Medium Range Surface–to Air–
Missiles (MRSAMs) from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. 

 The flight tests were carried out as part of live–firing trials against high–speed aerial 
targets, sources in the Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) said. 

 The missiles intercepted the targets and destroyed them completely, registering 
direct hits at both the ranges. 

 This MRSAM version was developed jointly by the DRDO and the Israel Aerospace 
Industries (IAI) for the Army.  

 The system comprises multi–function radar, mobile launcher system and other 
vehicles. 

 

5. Govt removes AFSPA from parts of Nagaland, Assam and 
Manipur 

 
 Soon after Assam and Meghalaya resolved a part of their 50-year boundary dispute 

in the Centre’s push for a “dispute-free Northeast”, Union Home Minister Amit Shah 
announced that the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) will be removed from 
several districts across Assam, Nagaland and Manipur. 

 According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), AFSPA is being removed from  
o 15 police station areas in seven districts of Nagaland;  
o 15 police station areas in six districts of Manipur; and  
o 23 districts entirely and one district partially in Assam. 
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 However, Mon district remains a “disturbed area'' since this is a border district, and 
has a strong presence of NSCN-K (YA). 

 The notification of “disturbed areas” under AFSPA has been in force in Assam since 
1990, in Nagaland since 1995, and in Manipur, except the Imphal Municipality area, 
since 2004.  

o Background 
 The law first came into effect in 1958 to deal with the uprising in the Naga Hills, 

followed by the insurgency in Assam.  
 It gives unbridled power to the armed forces and the Central Armed Police Forces 

deployed in “disturbed areas” to kill anyone acting in contravention of law, arrest and 
search any premises without a warrant and protection from prosecution and legal 
suits without the Central government’s sanction. 

 Currently, the Union Home Ministry issues periodic “disturbed area” notification to 
extend the AFSPA only for Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh, where it is applicable 
in the districts of Tirap, Changlang, Longding and areas falling under Namsai and 
Mahadevpur police stations bordering Assam. 

 The notification for Manipur and Assam is issued by the State governments.  
 Tripura revoked the Act in 2015 and Meghalaya was under the AFSPA for 27 years, 

until it was revoked by the Ministry from April 1, 2018.  
 The Act was implemented in a 20-km area along the border with Assam.  
 Jammu and Kashmir has a separate J&K Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1990. 
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1. Swiss Open 2022: PV Sindhu wins women's singles title 

 
 India's PV Sindhu defeated Busanan Ongbamrungphan 21-16, 21-8 to win the 

women’s singles crown at the Swiss Open 2022. HS Prannoy lost to Jonathan 
Christie in straight games in the men's singles final. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
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2. Manipur's Mirabai Chanu wins 'BBC Indian Sportswoman 
of the Year' award 

 
 Indian weightlifter Saikhom Mirabai Chanu has been announced the winner of the 

third edition of the BBC Indian Sportswoman Of The Year award. 
 The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) Indian Sportswoman of the Year Award 

(abbreviated as BBC ISWOTY) is an initiative by the BBC Hindi in India to celebrate 
and honour sportswomen from India who have excelled in their respective fields. 

 Chanu Saikhom Mirabai or Mira Bai Chanu is a 26-year-old weightlifter from the state 
of Manipur.  

 Born on 8 August 1994, she has had a significant presence in international events 
since 2014 in the 48 kg category, having won the World Championships and multiple 
medals at the Commonwealth Games in the past.  

 She is also a Padma Shri awardee and has been conferred with the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna award by the Government in 2018 for her contribution to sports. 

 Mirabai Chanu made history by becoming India's first Silver medalist in weightlifting 
in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Chanu won the silver medal in the 49kg weight 
category. 
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1. New book on PM Narendra Modi's tackling of national 
security crises  

 
 A new book authored by Dr Sreeram Chaulia, the Dean of the Jindal School of 

International Affairs of OP Jindal Global University, titled Crunch Time: Narendra 
Modi's National Security Crises (Rupa Publications), was released at the India 
International Centre in New Delhi on March 31 by the Minister of State for External 
Affairs, Meenakshi Lekhi. 

 This book emphasises the much-required public faith in the state to protect the 
country from security threats posed by India's external adversaries.  

 The strategic decisions made by PM Modi make the public trust his leadership more." 
She added that "at the end of the day, foreign policy should be based on core 
national interests.  

 PM Modi's approach to national security threats posed by external foes is to reassure 
the people of India that they will be protected and Indian territory is safe.  

 By taking firm strategic decisions during crises such as the Pathankot, Uri and 
Pulwama attacks by Pakistan, and the Doklam and Ladakh standoffs with China, the 
Prime Minister has shown a commitment to 'India First' and has placed national 
security above all other considerations and pressures. 
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1. Earth Hour 

 Earth Hour will be observed from 8:30 to 9:30 PM on the 26th of March.  
 It is the world’s largest grassroots movement for the environment where people 

around the globe unite to take a stand against climate change by turning off non-
essential lights for one hour. 

 Starting out as a symbolic lights-out event in Sydney in 2007, it has come to be 
observed every year on the last Saturday of March in more than 180 countries 
uniting millions of people in the effort to decarbonise the planet both collectively and 
individually. 

 The theme for this year’s global event is “Shape our Future”, highlighting our 
collective responsibility towards the environment. 

 

 

 

2. International Day of the Unborn Child 
 The International Day of the Unborn Child is celebrated on March 25, in conjunction 

with the Feast of the Annunciation.  
 First officially celebrated in Argentina in 1999 under the Pontificate of Pope John 

Paul II, this day is a celebration of the value and dignity of every human person from 
the moment of conception, as well as a day of remembrance for those unborn 
children who have lost their lives to the violence of abortion. 

 

 

 

3. Transgender Day of Visibility 2022 

 March 31 is the day marked as International Transgender Day of Visibility. 
 The Transgender Day of Visibility (TDOV) is an international awareness day 

honouring transgender and gender nonconforming people's achievements and 
resilience.  

 Its goal is to raise awareness about the work that has to be done to establish equity 
and justice for third-gender people.  

 A lack of representation, mentoring, and communities can be isolating for many 
transgender people, making it difficult to feel proud of their identities.  

 The Transgender Day of Visibility is a day to celebrate transgender identity, 
accomplishments, and community. The Transgender Day of Visibility honours 
transgender folks who are striving for equality, dignity, and respect. 
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1. 94th Oscars 2022 

 
 The winners of the 94th Academy Awards (Oscars 2022) were announced at the 

ceremony held at the Dolby Theatre at Ovation Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, 
United States of America (USA) on 27th March 2022. 

 CODA wins Best Picture, beating off competition from The Power of The Dog and 
King Richard 

 Oscar for Best Lead Actress goes to Jessica Chastain for The Eyes of Tammy Faye 
 Will Smith wins first Oscar of his career for Best Lead Actor. He slapped Chris Rock 

for a joke the comedian made about Smith's wife. 
 Troy Kotsur becomes just the second actor who is deaf to win an Academy Award 

after winning Best Supporting Actor Oscar. 
 Ariana DeBose wins the first award of the ceremony for Best Supporting Actress. 

 

 

 

 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
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1. Bigger states including Karnataka lags behind in providing 
piped water connection: Report 

 Bigger states including Karnataka lag behind in providing piped water connection to 
individual households in rural areas under Centrally sponsored Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) compared to smaller states, says a Parliamentary Standing Committee.  

 In Karnataka, of the total 97.92 lakh rural households, 45.44 lakh households have 
tap water connection as on February 2022, which is 46.41 per cent .  

 The national average household connection is 46.48 per cent, says the Standing 
Committee report on Water Resources headed by BJP Lok Sabha member Sanjay 
Jaiswal.  

 The NDA Government announced the JJM scheme in August, 2019 to provide piped 
water connection to every rural household by 2024.   

 In the whole country, out of 19.18 crore rural households total 8.96 crore(46.48 per 
cent) have access to clean potable water supply at their homes, says the report. 

               

2. Karnataka government to launch anti-untouchability 
campaign 

 In what looks like an attempt to reach out to Dalits, the state government said 
Monday that it will soon launch the 'Vinaya Samarasya' campaign aimed at creating 
awareness against the practice of untouchability. 

 Social Welfare Minister Kota Sreenivasa Poojary said this in the Assembly.  
 The campaign is named after a two-year-old Dalit boy Vinay from Koppal, whose 

parents were penalised after the toddler entered a local temple. 
 The 'Vinaya Samarasya' campaign will be implemented across all gram panchayats 

in the state. Those panchayats where untouchability is eradicated will get additional 
funds as a way of encouragement from the government. 

 

3. President confers Padma awards to three personalities 
from Karnataka 

 President Ram Nath Kovind conferred Padma Shri awards to three distinguished 
personalities from Karnataka, including H R Keshavamurthy, a renowned Gamaka 
singer. 

 Abdul Khadar Nadakattin, from Dharwad and  Amai Mahalinga Naik from Dakshina 
Kannada, are others who received the awards. The award was announced on the 
occasion of Republic Day.  

o Keshavamurthy:  

 

State News 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Murthy (86 years) is a Gamaka exponent from Hosahalli in Shivamogga district. An 
artist of the art form ‘Gamka’, he has been recognised globally for his style of singing. 

o Abdul Khader Nadakattin ( Innovation in Agriculture) (68 years):  

  
 Abdul Khader is a native of Annigeri in Navalgund taluk of Dharwad district.  
 He is credited with over 40 innovations that assisted small and marginal farmers 

across India. Chairman of Vishwashanthi Agriculture Research Centre, Annigeri, he 
has developed a number of user-friendly agriculture innovations.  

 One of his popular innovations is the Nadakattin-five-in-one. This  equipment can 
perform five actions – deep digging, uprooting the grass when the farmland is wet, 
spraying herbal pesticides, applying fertilisers – and can be used even if the gap 
between the lines is four feet and can cover 20-25 acres in 12 hours. 

o Amai Mahalinga Naik ( Agriculture) (77 years):  

  

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Naik is a farm labourer and a green revolutionary, known to many as the ‘one-man-
army'. An innovative farmer from Dakshina Kannada, he is known as “Tunnel Man '' 
for digging tunnels to irrigate his barren land and transform it into a lush green farm.  

 His farm in Adyanadka near Mangalore, has over 300 areca nut palms, 75 coconut 
trees, 150 cashew trees, 200 banana plants and pepper vines. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Kambala 

 
 Seeking support and cooperation to further promote Coastal Karnataka's traditional 

and folk sport 'Kambala' (Buffalo Race), leaders cutting across party lines in the 
Legislative Council demanded state government intervention into the matter.  

 They demanded the government to include the sport in Dasara festivities and hold 
'Kambala' in other parts of the state as well to safeguard the tradition, which has a 
rich history rooted in folklore. 

 There are written records in the form of inscriptions from ancient Indian times 
depicting the popularity of Kambala in Coastal Karnataka. Even today there are 200 
traditional Kambala races and 20 modern Kambala races are held every year during 
this time of the season. 

 Kambala is an annual buffalo race held in the southwestern Indian state of 
Karnataka.  

 Traditionally, it is sponsored by local Tuluva landlords and households in the coastal 
districts of Dakshina Kannada and Udupi of Karnataka and Kasaragod of Kerala, a 
region collectively known as Tulu Nadu. 
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5. ‘Hello Revenue Minister’ helpline 

 The Karnataka government is set to launch a ‘Hello Revenue Minister’ helpline to 
address pension woes. 

 Successful in delivering revenue documents to the farmers at their doorstep, the 
Karnataka Revenue Department is all set to launch the ‘Hello Revenue Minister’ 
helpline programme aimed at resolving issues pertaining to various pension schemes 
in Karnataka. 

 Under the yet to be launched scheme, the beneficiaries can avail any of the pension 
services including old age pension, widow pension, freedom fighter pension at their 
doorstep within 72 hours.  

 

6. Khelo India University Games logo to be released on April 
1 

 The Khelo India University Games 2021, to be hosted in Karnataka, will be held 
between April 24 and May 3, Youth and Sports Affairs Minister K C Narayana Gowda 
said. 

 The state government has started all preparations and the logo, theme song and 
jersey for the events will be released on April 1, he said.  

 In the ten-day event, about 20 sports will be held. More than 8,000 students and staff 
from 200 universities across the state will take part in the event. 

 The event will be held on the Jain University campus and Kanteerava Stadium. The 
theme song has been composed by Kannada rapper Chandan Shetty. 

 

7. Slum dwellers in Karnataka to get 'Bevu-Bella' on Ugadi 
 The Karnataka government, through its temples, will distribute Bevu-Bella (neem and 

jaggery) to residents of slums and backward localities on the occasion of Ugadi. 
 The whole idea behind distributing Bevu-Bella to them is to ensure a smile on their 

faces. 
 Recently, the government decided to mark Ugadi as "Dharmic Day". 

 

8. Infra push around Hoysala temples as India awaits 
Unesco nod 
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 Areas around Belur and Halebid temples in Hassan district are witnessing an 
infrastructure push after the central government nominated the Hoysala temples to 
be listed under the Unesco World Heritage Sites for 2022-23.  

 From a three-star hotel to good quality roads, the tourism department has taken up 
various developmental measures around the temples to attract visitors.  

 Although the development of the temples itself comes under the ambit of the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), the tourism department is working to boost 
tourism near the sites.  

 To further help tourists with options for accommodation, funds have been released 
for the construction of Yatri Nivas in Halebid near Hoysaleshwara temple and also 
near the Hulikalleshwara temple in Gone Somanahalli. While work is in progress for 
one of them, the other two are expected to start soon. 

o Hoysala temples  
 Hoysala architecture is the building style in Hindu temple architecture developed 

under the rule of the Hoysala Empire between the 11th and 14th centuries, in the 
region known today as Karnataka, a state of India.  

 Hoysala influence was at its peak in the 13th century, when it dominated the 
Southern Deccan Plateau region.  

 Large and small temples built during this era remain as examples of the Hoysala 
architectural style, including the Chennakesava Temple at Belur, the Hoysaleswara 
Temple at Halebidu, and the Kesava Temple at Somanathapura. 

 Other examples of Hoysala craftsmanship are the temples at Belavadi, Amruthapura, 
Hosaholalu, Mosale, Arasikere, Basaralu, Kikkeri and Nuggehalli. 

 

9. Mid-day meal programme to be named after 'Walking God' 
Shivakumara Swamiji, says CM Bommai 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai on Friday announced that April 1 will be 
celebrated throughout the state as 'Dasoha Dina' (Commensality day) and the mid-
day meal programme will be named after Late Shivakumara Swamiji of Siddaganga 
Mutt here. 

 We have decided to celebrate April 1 as the Dasoha Dina. Similarly, we have 
decided to name the mid-day meal programme after Shivakumara Swamiji," Bommai 
said during the 115th birth anniversary celebration at the Siddaganga Mutt. 

 Bommai said the decision was taken in view of the immense contribution of the late 
pontiff of the Siddaganga Mutt in the areas of offering free food, education and 
shelter.  

 Siddaganga Mutt is a prominent Lingayat mutt in Tumakuru district and the late 
Swamiji is highly revered in the State. 

 Swamiji had served the Mutt for over 98 years and carried out 'Trividha Dasoha' 
(Serving in three areas) of 'Anna, Akshara, Ashraya' (food, education and shelter), 
which no one can ever imagine," Bommai said. 

 Shivakumara Swamiji, who passed at the age of 111 in 2019, was referred to as 
'Walking God', and had turned his Ashram into a mega educational institution for a 
large number of students from weaker sections from across Karnataka who were 
offered food and education free of cost. 
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1. Smoking causes over seven million deaths a year 

 As per the estimates of WHO (and the FDA of the US) 1.3 billion people (among the 
7.9 billion across the world) who smoke, and 80% of them live in low and middle- 
income countries.  

 Smoking is thus an epidemic and a great public health threat, killing over eight million 
people around the year.  

 Over seven million of these people die due to direct tobacco use, and 1.2 million non-
smokers who are exposed to second-hand smoke.  

 And, as per the American Journal of Preventive Medicine, traditional cigarette 
smokers are 30% to 40% more likely than non-smokers to develop Type 2 diabetes. 

 A recent article by Dr. Smiljanic Stasha points out that  
o Smoking causes over seven million deaths every year,  
o 5.6 million young Americans might die because of smoking  
o Second hand smoking causes 1.2 million deaths worldwide  
o Smoking is one of the world’s leading causes of impoverishment, and  
o In 2015, 7 out of 10 smokers (68%) reported that they wanted to quit 

completely.  
 And a recent issue of Nature Medicine points out that after the WHO adopted the 

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in 2003, it has been included as a Global 
Development Target in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (SD).  

 If all the 155 signatory countries adopt smoking bans, health warnings, advertising 
bans and raise cigarette costs, this sustainable development is indeed possible. 

o The Indian Scenario - Ban on tobacco products 
 India has about 12 crores of people who smoke. This needs to be drastically 

reduced, in light of public health.  
 The Indian Ministry of Health is set to prohibit the sale of cigarettes. India became a 

party to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control on February 27, 2005.  
 In accordance with this Framework and SD Goals, our Health Ministry has 

completely banned smoking in many public places and workplaces such as in 
healthcare, educational and government facilities, and in public transport.  

 

2. PM Modi pitches for ‘local for global’ 
 After his ‘vocal for local’ pitch Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his 87th edition of 

‘Mann ki Baat’ radio broadcast made a call for ‘local for global’ while lauding the 
quantum jump in exports of Indian products. 

 Praising India for achieving the export target of $400 billion, PM Modi said that at first 
instance, it might come across as a matter related to the economy; but more than the 
economy, it was related to the capability of India, the potential of India. 

 Our export figures stand at 400 billion dollars today and this means that the demand 
for items made in India is increasing all over the world.  

 Today new products from all corners of the country were reaching foreign shores be 
they leather goods from Hailakandi in Assam or handloom products from 
Osmanabad, fruits and vegetables from Bijapur or black rice from Chandauli, the 
exports of all of these were increasing.  

 He attributed the success of “Make in India” drive to farmers, artisans, weavers, 
engineers, small entrepreneurs and MSME sector, among others, and pitched for 
making the local ‘global’ and augment the prestige of Indian products further. 
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