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1. “Manthan” – SEBI Ideathon to promote innovation in the         

Securities Market 

 SEBI in association with the other market infrastructure institutions and QRTAs, 
has announced the launch of ‘Manthan’, an Ideathon for supporting new ideas and 
innovations in the securities market.  

 The Ideathon was formally launched by Madhabi Puri Buch, Chairperson, SEBI, at 
a function in Mumbai. 
o Details 

 Adoption of Financial Technology (FinTech) in the securities market presents 
significant opportunities for stakeholders. 

 Adoption of FinTech can go a long way in democratizing financial services, 
making services cheaper and more accessible to the masses, thereby laying the 
cornerstone for financial inclusion.  

 Similarly, Regulatory Technology (RegTech) and Supervisory Technology 
(SupTech) present opportunities to have effective regulation of the market while 
lowering the cost of compliance for the market participants. 

 Manthan is a 6-week long Ideathon by SEBI in association with BSE, NSE, NSDL, 
CDSL, KFintech, CAMS, Link Intime and MCX to promote innovation in the 
securities market. Manthan will facilitate the creation of a pool of ideas and 
innovative solutions revolving around the securities market.  

 Going forward, workable ideas emanating from Manthan may translate into 
possibilities and prototypes through a Hackathon. 

 

2. Nykaa founder Falguni Nayar amongst world’s new           
billionaires: Hurun Rich List 

 
 Falguni Nayar, founder of the beauty e-commerce platform Nykaa, entered the Hurun 

Global Rich List 2022 as India’s most successful self-made woman with a net worth 
of $7.6 billion, becoming the first woman to overtake Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw of 
Biocon. 

                       April 3rd to April 9th 
 

Economy                   
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 Hurun Report is a comprehensive evaluation of the wealthiest individuals across the 
globe and is the largest compiler of the rich list globally.  

 India ranked third in the list of total billionaires in the world, with 215 billionaires, 38 
more than last year.  

 Mukesh Ambani continues to be the richest Indian on the Hurun Global Rich List 
2022 ,with a total wealth of $103 billion.  

 Falguni Nayar founded Nykaa in 2012 just months before turning 50. The woman-led 
unicorn offers 4,000 beauty, personal care, and fashion brands through its website, 
app, and 80-odd brick-and-mortar stores. 

 

 

3. Stand-Up India Scheme completes 6 years 

 The sixth anniversary of the Stand Up India scheme is being celebrated on 5th 
April.  

 The Stand Up India scheme was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
5th April 2016.  

 The scheme was launched to encourage entrepreneurship at the grassroots level 
especially for promoting economic empowerment and employment generation 
among SC, ST and women entrepreneurs. 

 More than 1.33 lakh new job- creators and entrepreneurs have so far been 
facilitated under this Scheme.  

 The Government understands the potential these rising entrepreneurs have in 
driving economic growth through their roles as not just wealth-creators but also 
job-creators. 
Stand-Up India 

 Stand-up India aims to promote entrepreneurship among women, Scheduled 
Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) categories, helping them to start a 
greenfield enterprise in manufacturing, services or the trading sector and activities 
allied to agriculture. 

 Stand-up India facilitates bank loans between Rs 10 lakh and Rs 1 crore to at 
least one SC/ST borrower and at least one female borrower per bank branch of 
scheduled commercial banks. 

 

4. Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana completes 7 years 

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that more than 51 percent of total 
loans sanctioned under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana went to Scheduled Caste, 
Scheduled Tribe, and Other Backward Class categories.  

 The Scheme has helped in creating an enabling environment, particularly for small 
businesses, and has helped generate large-scale employment opportunities at the 
grassroots level.  

 The scheme was launched by Mr. Modi on 8th April 2015, for providing loans up to 
10 Lakh rupees to the non-corporate, non-farm small, or micro-enterprises. 

 More than 34 crore 42 lakh loans amounting to 18 lakh 60 thousand crore rupees 
have been sanctioned under the Scheme so far.  

 Around 68 percent of loans sanctioned to Women Entrepreneurs and 22 percent of 
the loans have been given to new entrepreneurs who had not availed of any loan 
since the inception of the Scheme. 
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5. Rajya Sabha passes accountancy Bill 

 Parliament approved a bill to revamp the functioning of the institutes of chartered 
accountants, cost accountants and company secretaries 

 Rajya Sabha passed the Chartered Accountants, the Cost and Works Accountants 
and the Company Secretaries (Amendment) Bill, 2022 with a voice vote. 

 Lok Sabha had cleared the bill on March 30, 2022. 
 The legislation seeks to appoint non-Chartered Accountant (CA), non-cost 

accountant and non-company secretary as the presiding officer of the disciplinary 
committees of the respective institutes. 

 The bill amends the Chartered Accountants Act, 1949, the Cost and Works 
Accountants Act, 1959, and the Company Secretaries Act, 1980. 

 The bill provides for the setting up of a coordination committee headed by the 
Secretary of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs. It will have representations from the 
three institutes. 

 The bill also provides for registration of firms with the institutes and it will help in 
paving the way for Indian accountancy firms to grow big. 

 It also proposes to enhance the quantum of fines for partners and firms found guilty 
of misconduct. 

 

6. Mullaperiyar Dam 

 The Centre suggested to the Supreme Court to let the Mullaperiyar dam supervisory 
committee continue for a year, by which time the National Dam Safety Authority 
under the new Dam Safety Act will become fully functional. 

 During the period of one year, when the National Dam Safety Authority becomes fully 
functional, the Supervisory Committee on Mullaperiyar Dam may continue its 
functioning as per the existing mandate in regulating the operations of the 
Mullaperiyar dam. 

 The Dam Safety Act of 2021 has come as a panacea to end the prolonged and bitter 
legal battle over Mullaperiyar dam between neighbouring Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

 The 2021 Act comprehensively provides for surveillance, inspection, operation and 
maintenance to prevent disasters caused by dams. 

 Moreover, the central statute, which came into force in December 2021, mandates 
the setting up of two specialised bodies, National Committee on Dam Safety and the 
National Dam Safety Authority, to evolve policies, recommend regulations for dam 
safety standards and resolve disputes between States. 

o Issue 
 Kerala and Tamil Nadu have been trading allegations against each other over the 

safety, operation and maintenance of the Mullaperiyar dam. While  
 Kerala claims the 126-year-old dam is unsafe, badly maintained and a threat to 

thousands of people living downstream, Tamil Nadu denies it. Kerala is pitching for a 
new dam in place of the existing one while Tamil Nadu, which operates and 
maintains the reservoir, argues that the dam is well-preserved and so strong that the 
height water level could even be increased to 152 feet. 

 

7. Indonesia’s palm oil crisis 
 Indonesia, the largest producer and exporter of a  
 Palm Oil is experiencing domestic shortages of the same product — so much so as 

to force its government to introduce price controls and curbs on shipments. 
 The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has estimated the archipelago’s palm oil 

production for 2021-22 (October-September) at 45.5 million tonnes (mt).  
 That’s almost 60% of the total global output and way ahead of the next bigger 

producer: Malaysia (18.7 mt).  
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 It is also the world’s No. 1 exporter of the commodity, at 29 mt, followed by Malaysia 
(16.22 mt). 

 Yet, the country has seen domestic prices of branded cooking oil spiral, from around 
14,000 Indonesian rupiah (IDR) to 22,000 IDR per litre between March 2021 and 
March 2022.  

o Plausible factors 
 The first has to do supply disruptions -manmade and natural - in other cooking oils, 

especially sunflower and soyabean. 
 Ukraine and Russia together account for nearly 809 of the global trade in sunflower 

oil, quite comparable to the 90% share of Indonesia and Malaysia in palm.  
 Russia's invasion of Ukraine has resulted in port closures and exporters avoiding 

Black Sea shipping routes.  
 Sanctions against Russia have further curtailed trade in sunflower oil, the world's 

third most 
 exported vegetable oil (12.17 mt, according to USDA estimates for 2021-22) after 

palm (49.63 mt) and soybean (12.39 mt). 
 Another factor is linked to petroleum, more specifically the use of palm oil as a 

biofuel. The Indonesian government has, since 2020, made 30% blending of diesel 
with palm oil mandatory as part of a plan to slash fossil fuel imports. 

o Impact on India 
 India is the world’s biggest vegetable oils importer. Out of its annual imports of 14-15 

mt, the lion’s share is of palm oil (8-9 mt), followed by soyabean (3-3.5 mt) and 
sunflower (2.5). 

 Indonesia has been India’s top supplier of palm oil, though it was overtaken by 
Malaysia in 2021-22. 

 

8. ‘AVSAR’ Scheme 

 In order to encourage the talent of women, artisans and craftsmen and provide them 
with the right opportunities, the Airport Authority of India (AAI) has taken an initiative 
to allocate space to Self Help Groups (SHGs) at its airports for selling/showcasing 
the self-made products of their region. 

 Under “AVSAR” (Airport as Venue for Skilled Artisans Of The Region), which is an 
initiative of AAI, an opportunity to help the indigent to mobilize their households into 
functionally effective self-earned groups for self-reliance and self-dependence, has 
been provided.  

 Under this scheme, an area of 100-200 square feet has been earmarked at each AAI 
operated airport.  

 The space is being allotted to the self- help groups, turn on turn basis, for a duration 
of 15 days.  

 Few outlets have already been commissioned at Chennai, Agartala, Dehradun, 
Kushinagar, Udaipur & Amritsar Airport wherein SHGs operated by local women, are 
showcasing and marketing their homemade local products like Puffed Rice, 
Packaged Papad, Pickles, Bamboo based Ladies Bag/Bottle/Lamp Sets, local 
artefacts, traditional craft, natural dyes, embroidery and indigenous weaves with 
contemporary design to the air travellers. 

 Self-help Groups are India’s most powerful channels for empowering small and rural 
communities to move from subsistence to sustainability.  

 
Probable Mains Question : 

1. What are SHGs? Describe their role in rural development.? 
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1. Union Minister Meenakshi Lekhi launches website ‘Temple 

360’ in New Delhi 
 Union Minister of State for Culture Meenakshi Lekhi has launched the website 

‘Temple 360’. 
 During Corona, people were not able to visit temples, there are many reasons 

people cannot go and visit temples, the temple 360 is that digital platform where 
anyone can visit or do darshan of 12 Jyotirlinga and Char Dham from any 
location.  

 Through this platform people can see and participate in e-Darshan, e-Prashad, 
and e-Aarti which make everyone’s life convenient and also keep people 
connected. 

 Temple 360 is a website where one can visit a temple of their choice, anytime and 
from anywhere in India.  

 With the help of this website, one can digitally witness the magnificence of some 
of the most pious Hindu pilgrimages that exist. The website also allows a devotee 
to perform e-aarti and several other services. 

 

2. Broadcast Seva Portal 
 Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur launched the Broadcast 

Seva Portal in New Delhi.  
 The portal will provide a single point facility to the stakeholders to request for 

required permission, registrations and licences. 
 The Broadcast Seva Portal will reduce the turnaround time of applications and at 

the same time help applicants track the progress. This portal will reduce the 
human interface and will be a major step towards Ease of Doing Business.  

 The 360-degree digital solution will facilitate the stakeholders in seeking 
permissions, applying for registration, tracking applications, calculating fees and 
executing payments.  

 This portal will provide its services under the wider umbrella efforts of Digital 
India to all stakeholders to private satellite TV channels, teleport operators, 
community and private radio channels. 

 The Broadcast Seva portal will be soon linked to the National Single Window 
System.   

 

3. Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 

 The Supreme Court upheld amendments introducing restrictions in the Foreign 
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) while holding that no one has a fundamental 
or absolute right to receive foreign contributions. 

 In a judgment that may hit non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working at 
the grass-root level with no direct link to foreign donors, the court reasoned that 
unbridled inflow of foreign funds may destabilise the sovereignty of the nation. 

 The restrictions involve a bar on using operational FCRA accounts to receive 
foreign contributions; mandatory production of the Aadhaar card for registration 
under the FCRA.  

Polity and Governance  
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 They require NGOs and recipients to open a new FCRA account at a specified 
branch of the State Bank of India in New Delhi as a “one-point entry” for foreign 
donations. 

 Free and uncontrolled inflow of foreign funds has the potential to impact the 
socio-economic structure and polity of the country. 

 The court said charity could be found at home. NGOs could look within the 
country for donors. 

 Unregulated inflow of foreign donations would only indicate that the government 
was incapable of looking after its own affairs and needs of its citizens, Justice 
Khanwilkar observed. 

 The amendments do not prohibit inflow of foreign contributions, but are a 
regulatory measure to permit acceptance by registered persons or persons 
having prior permission to do so with condition that they must themselves utilise 
the entire contribution. 

 However, the court read down one of the provisions — Section 12 (A) — of the 
2020 Amendment Act, which mandated the production of Aadhaar cards for 
registration. The Bench allowed the office-bearers of NGOs to use their Indian 
passports as an identification document. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
1. Sarhul - The Famous Tribal Festival Of Jharkhand 

 
 Sarhul Festival– the most popular tribal festival across Jharkhand marks the 

beginning of the new year. 
 It is celebrated by the Oraon, the Munda, and the Ho tribes of the Jharkhand region.  
 This vibrant festival is celebrated every year in the first month of the Hindu calendar, 

on the third day of the moon or the fortnight of ‘Chaitra’.  
 Sarhul means ‘tree worship’. This shows that the particular tribes of Jharkhand 

celebrating this stupendous festival are indeed very close to Nature; the people also 
worship other natural elements as well! 

 

 

2.   Gangaur 

  

Culture 
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 It is a vibrant and joyful festival celebrated in Rajasthan, India.  
 The festival is celebrated everywhere with a small or large population of the Marwari 

community. The Gangaur festival in Rajasthan has a special place in Jaipur’s tourist 
circuit. 

 Gana in Sanskrit means people and Gaur symbolizes Gauri, Goddess Paravati. 
o Gangaur Festival History 

 It’s a festival of marital bliss or Saubhagya. It is believed that on this day Lord Shiva 
blessed Goddess Parvati his wife with saubhagya and Goddess Parvati blessed 
women with marital bliss. 

 It has been celebrated in the whole of Rajasthan from prehistoric times and religious 
processions are carried out on the eve of Gangaur in major cities like Jaipur and 
Udaipur. 

o When is Gangaur celebrated? 
 It is celebrated in March April month just after Holi and it commences after the 16th 

day of rituals.  
 According to the Hindu calendar Gangaur festival is celebrated on the third day of 

Shukla Paksha of Chaitra Month. 
 This year, Gangaur Festival in 2020 will be celebrated from 10 March 2020 to 27 

March 2020. 

 

3. Community museum inaugurated in Gya - Sasoma villages of 
Leh district 

 In Ladakh, a community museum was inaugurated in Gya - Sasoma villages of Leh 
district today in the direction of preserving and forwarding its rich cultural heritage to 
future generations. 

 It is the first of its kind in India. Gya - Sasoma villagers in Leh, have contributed a 
variety of articles and collections to establish the Community Museum in a traditional 
Ladakhi House.  

 In the Museum, traditional utility items, textiles, dresses and the antiquities of day-to-
day life of Gya-Sasoma are the main attractions.  

 The traditional house, where the museum is established has various architectural 
spaces and features.  

 Gya is situated on the Leh-Manali National Highway.  
 The Community Museum will be an anchorage point for the young generations of 

Ladakh to their identity and to the visitors to understand this region.   

 

4.      KVIC launches “Banarasi Pashmina” to boost self-   
sustainability & Artisanal Creativity 
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 From the Himalayan highlands of Leh-Ladakh to the banks of River Ganges in 
Varanasi – the heritage handicraft of Pashmina has got a brand new identity.  

 The premium Pashmina products prepared by the highly skilled Khadi weavers of 
Varanasi were launched by Chairman KVIC, Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena  in Varanasi.  

 This is for the first time that Pashmina products are being produced outside the 
region of Leh-Ladakh and Jammu & Kashmir. 

 Pashmina is famed as an essential Kashmiri art form but rediscovery of Pashmina in 
Varanasi, the spiritual and cultural Capital of India, is unique in many ways.  

 The production of Pashmina prepared in Varanasi liberates this heritage art from the 
regional confines and creates a fusion of diverse artistry from Leh-Ladakh, Delhi and 
Varanasi.  

 The journey of Pashmina production in Varanasi begins with collection of raw 
Pashmina wool from Ladakh and which is brought to Delhi for de-hairing, cleaning 
and processing.  

 The processed wool, in the form of roving, is brought back to Leh where it is 
handspun into yarn by Khadi artisans on modern Charkhas provided by KVIC.  

 The finished yarn is then sent to Varanasi where it is woven by trained Khadi 
weavers into final Pashmina products.  
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1. SC sets deadline for Centre's response on Hindu  

Succesion Act 
 The Supreme Court asked the Centre to respond to a petition challenging provisions in 

the Hindu Succession Act as gender discriminatory. 
 The petition filed by Kamal Anant Khopkar said sections 15 and 16 of the Act, which 

deals with inheritance of the self-acquired and inherited properties of Hindu women, 
“unveils deeply rooted patriarchal ideology”. 

 The petition draws attention to Section 15 of the 1956 Act which actually mandates 
how the husband’s heirs have the first right over the self-acquired property of a woman 
who dies intestate. That is, the husband’s family comes first in the line of inheritance, 
even before the dead woman’s own parents. 

 Section 15 of the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 gives priority to the heirs of the husband 
over the parents of the deceased. If a Hindu woman dies without making a will, her 
husband can take all her property without leaving any share for her own mother or 
father. 

o Hindu Succession Act, 1956 
 The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 is an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to 

amend and codify the law relating to intestate or unwilled succession, among Hindus, 
Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs. 

 The Act lays down a uniform and comprehensive system of inheritance and 
succession into one Act.  

 Parts of this Act were amended in December 2004 by the Hindu Succession 
(Amendment) Act, 2005. 

 

2. State of Denotified Tribes 

 A standing committee of Parliament has criticised the functioning of the development 
programme for de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes. 

o Who are de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes? 
 These are communities who are the most vulnerable and deprived.  
 Denotified tribes (DNTs) are communities that were ‘notified’ as being ‘born criminal’ 

during the British regime under a series of laws starting with the Criminal Tribes Act 
of 1871.  

 Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities are defined as those who move from one 
place to another rather than living at one place all the time. 

 A National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) 
was constituted in 2006 by the then government.  

 It was headed by Balkrishna Sidram Renke and submitted its report in June 2008. 
The Renke commission estimated their population at around 10.74 crore based on 
Census 2001.  

 A new Commission constituted in February 2014 to prepare a state-wise list, which 
submitted its report on January 8, 2018, identified 1,262 communities as de-notified, 
nomadic and semi-nomadic. 

 While a number of these tribes are categorised under SC, ST and OBC, many are 
not: The standing committee report in Parliament has cited a statement by the 
Secretary, Department of Social Justice and Empowerment, that 269 DNT 
communities are not covered under any reserved categories. 

Social Issues 
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 These communities are frequently left out because they are less visible and difficult 
to reach. 

 

3.  SC strikes down 10.5% reservation within MBCs for 
Vanniyars in Tamil Nadu 

 The Supreme Court upheld the Madras High Court judgement striking down the law 
brought in Tamil Nadu last year providing 10.5 per cent reservation to Vanniyars, 
within the Most Backward Classes (MBC) community, in government jobs and 
admissions to educational institutions.  

 The top court said it was done solely on the basis of numbers without adequate data 
to show the relative backwardness of the Vanniyar community. 

 Upholding the HC judgement, a bench said it is of the opinion that the law did not 
provide any substantial basis to treat Vanniyar as a separate group compared to 
others among MBCs. Thus, the 2021 Act is ultra vires the Constitution, it said. 

 The court also ruled that though there is no fetter placed on the power of the state to 
legislate, and caste can be the basis of such internal reservation, it cannot be the 
sole basis. 

 The bench referred to the Supreme Court ruling in the Indra Sawhney case, saying 
“on the issue of caste based classification”, it had “stated that caste can be the 
starting point but not sole basis.  

 Similarly, caste can be the starting point for providing internal reservation but it is 
incumbent on the State Government to justify the reasonableness of the decision and 
to demonstrate that caste is not the sole basis”. 

 The Madras HC had ruled that the law brought in by the then AIADMK government 
was without quantifiable data on the socio-educational status of the Vanniyars. 

 

4.  Mission Vatsalaya 
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 The government plans to partner with the private sector as well as volunteer groups 
for its scheme for protection of vulnerable children such as those abandoned or 
missing. 

 The Ministry of Women and Child Development on Wednesday sent its draft 
guidelines for Mission Vatsalya Scheme to States and Union Territories and solicited 
suggestions by April 18, 2022.  

 Mission Vatsalaya is essentially rechristening a pre-existing scheme called Child 
Protection Services, and also includes child welfare services.  

 To encourage public participation, develop synergy in efforts and utilize the 
resources available for success of the mission, the civil society, people’s groups and 
various volunteering organizations can be encouraged to participate under Mission 
Vatsalya in a systematic and planned manner.  

 These could include organisations under government initiatives such as Bharat Scout 
and Guide, NSS Volunteers, Nehru Yuva Kendras and more NGOs and Self-Help 
Groups could be identified. 

 The Ministry has also proposed a Vatsalaya portal that will allow volunteers to 
register so that State and District Authorities can engage them for executing various 
schemes. 

 The programme components include institutional services through child care 
institutions (CCI)and family-based non institutional care through sponsorship, foster 
care and adoption.  

 It also supports an after-care programme for children at CCIs once they turn 18, and 
emergency outreach service through Childline or the national helpline 1098 for 
children. 
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1. Madagascar joins Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

 
 Madagascar joined the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) 

becoming the 30th country to join the partnership launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during his speech at the UN Climate Action Summit in September 
2019. 

 CDRI is a partnership of national governments, UN agencies and programmes, 
multilateral development banks and financing mechanisms, the private sector, and 
knowledge institutions that aims to promote the resilience of new and existing 
infrastructure systems to climate and disaster risks in support of sustainable 
development.  

 The CDRI Secretariat is based in New Delhi, India. 
 CDRI claims to promote the rapid development of resilient infrastructure to respond 

to the Sustainable Development Goals’ imperatives of expanding universal access to 
basic services, enabling prosperity and decent work. 

 As of April 2022, 30 members, consisting of 23 national governments and 7 
organizations have joined CDRI. 

 By becoming a member of CDRI, Madagascar will be able to work together with other 
member countries to promote resilient infrastructure and help in creating a safe, 
resilient and sustainable future globally. 

 
 

 

2. Australia, UK, US alliance to develop hypersonic missiles 

 The United States, United Kingdom and Australia have announced they will work 
together via the recently created security alliance known as AUKUS to develop 
hypersonic missiles. 

 The move comes amid growing concern by the US and allies about China’s growing 
military assertiveness in the Pacific. 

International Relations 
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 US President Joe Biden, British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Australian Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison announced the plan after holding a check-in on the progress 
of AUKUS, the Indo-Pacific alliance that was launched by the three countries in 
September. 

 They are “committed to commence new trilateral cooperation on hypersonics and 
counter-hypersonics, and electronic warfare capabilities, as well as to expand 
information sharing and to deepen cooperation on defense innovation.” 

 

3. China launches the world’s largest electric cruise ship: 
Yangtze River Three Gorges 1  

 
 The world’s largest electric cruise ship “Yangtze River Three Gorges 1” has made its 

maiden voyage, settling back into port in Yichang in China’s central Hubei province 
after cruising up and down the Yangtze River. 

 Powered by a massive 7,500 kilowatt-hour marine battery from the world’s No. 1 
battery manufacturer for electric cars, Contemporary Amperex Technology, the ship 
will go into commercial operations from next month, being used mainly for 
sightseeing trips. 

 At 100 meters long and around 16 meters wide, the Yangtze River Three Gorges 1 
can carry up to 1,300 passengers. It can travel for around 100 kilometers on a single 
charge, saving around 530 metric tons of fuel. 

 Developer China Yangtze Power plans to use the ship as a starting point to expand 
China’s marine electric vehicle market. 

 

4. Bloomberg Billionaire Index 

 Adani Group's Gautam Adani has joined the $100 billion club of richest 
entrepreneurs in the world.  

 The chairman of the Ahmedabad-based multinational conglomerate has become 
India's richest man, surpassing Mukesh Ambani who had held the top rank in India 
and Asia for quite some time.  

 Adani's net worth accelerated on the back of the strong performance made by his 
listed companies on BSE and NSE. 

 As per Bloomberg Billionaire Index, as of April 2, 2022, Adani's net worth rose to 
$100 billion taking him to the tenth rank. His wealth increased by $23.5 billion so far 
this year. 

 Meanwhile, Adani surpassed Reliance Industries' Ambani by a billion in the billionaire 
index. Ambani's wealth stands at $99 billion at 11th rank with an increase of $9.03 
billion so far this year. 
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5.  9th Edition of India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces        
Exercise 'Khanjar 2022' Culminated 

  
 The 9th Edition of the India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise which 

commenced on 25th of March at Special Forces Training School, Bakloh, Himachal 
Pradesh culminated. 

 Over the past two weeks, Special Forces contingents from India and Kyrgyzstan 
shared their expertise and best practices of tactics, techniques and procedures to 
counter existing and emergent threats across the entire spectrum of conflict.  

 Combat shooting, sniping, survival in mountains, hostage rescue drills and unarmed 
combat were practiced extensively during the Exercise. 

 Besides sharing special skills and techniques between participating Special Forces 
contingents, the joint training further strengthened the existing bond between India 
and Kyrgyzstan that has fostered over years of mutual respect for strategic 
autonomy, democratic values and zero tolerance for terrorism. 

 

6. Indian Antarctic Bill 
 Nearly 40 years after India first signed the Antarctic Treaty, the government has 

brought in a draft Indian Antarctic Bill, 2020. Earth Sciences Minister Dr Jitender 
Singh tabled the draft Bill in Lok Sabha. 

o What is the Antarctica Bill? 
 The draft bill is the first domestic legislation with regard to Antarctica in India. 
 The Bill now puts into place a comprehensive list of regulations related to Antarctica, 

for such scientific expeditions, as well as for individuals, companies and tourists. 
 A domestic legislation will further provide more validity to the Antarctic Treaty, and 

subsequent protocols, of which India is a signatory. 
 The most significant part of the Bill is extending the jurisdiction of Indian courts to 

Antarctica, for crimes on the continent by Indian citizens, or foreign citizens who are 
a part of Indian expeditions.  
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 The Bill introduces an elaborate permit system for any expedition or individual who 
wishes to visit the continent.  

 The Bill prohibits drilling, dredging, excavation or collection of mineral resources or 
even doing anything to identify where such mineral deposits occur — the only 
exception is for scientific research with a granted permit. 

o What is the Antarctica Treaty? 
 The Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1959 by 12 countries — Argentina, Australia, 

Belgium, Chile, French Republic, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Union of South 
Africa, USSR, the UK of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the US of America, 
and came into force in 1961. 

 The Treaty covers the area south of 60°S latitude. 
 The objectives of the treaty are to demilitarize Antarctica and establish it as a zone 

used for peaceful research activities and to set aside any disputes regarding 
territorial sovereignty, thereby ensuring international cooperation. 

 Currently, 54 nations are signatories to the Antarctic Treaty, but only 29 nations have 
a right to vote at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings – this includes India. 

 India signed the Antarctic Treaty in 1983 and received consultative status the same 
year. 

 The Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources 
(CCAMLR) was set up in 1980 for the protection and preservation of the Antarctic 
environment and, in particular, for the preservation and conservation of marine living 
resources in Antarctica. 

 The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty was signed in 1991 
and came into force in 1998. It designates Antarctica as a “natural reserve, devoted 
to peace and science”. 

 

7. United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 

 Russia’s membership to the Human Rights Council (HRC), to which it was elected in 
2020, was suspended after the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) voted, 93 
to 24, with 58 abstentions, including India, to adopt a resolution suspending Moscow 
from the UN body. 

 The resolution titled ‘Suspension of the rights of membership of the Russian 
Federation in the Human Rights Council’. It expressed grave concern regarding 
reports of gross and systematic violations and abuses of human rights and violations 
of international humanitarian law committed by Russia during its aggression against 
Ukraine. 

 The resolution, ‘Suspension of the rights of membership of the Russian Federation in 
the Human Rights Council’ , was proposed by a group of countries that included 
Ukraine, the U.S., the EU, several Latin American countries and required a two-thirds 
majority of those present and voting for adoption.  

 Abstentions do not count in the tally of those ‘present and voting’.  
 India abstained for reasons of “substance and process”. 

o United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) 
 The UNHRC is defined as an inter-governmental body within the United Nations 

system, which is responsible for the promotion and protection of all human rights 
around the globe. 

 The Council also investigates allegations of breaches of human rights in United 
Nations member states and addresses thematic human rights issues. 

 The Council was established by the United Nations General Assembly on 15 March 
2006to replace the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

 The UNHRC has 47 Member States, who serve for three years and are not eligible 
for immediate re-election after serving two consecutive terms. 

 Currently, Federico Villegas from Argentina is the president of the body. He was 
elected president of the Human Rights Council for 2022 in December 
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1. Green Hydrogen Production In India 

 Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Larsen & Toubro (L&T), and ReNew Power (ReNew) 
have signed a binding term sheet to set up a Joint Venture (JV) company to develop 
the green hydrogen sector in India.  

 How will the JV help develop the green hydrogen sector? 
 The Joint Venture will aim to supply green hydrogen at an “industrial scale”.  
 The IndianOil -L & T- ReNew JV will focus on developing green hydrogen projects in 

a time-bound manner to supply it at an industrial scale. 
 The Centre has released draft guidelines on the National Hydrogen Mission which 

aims to increase production to 5 million metric tonnes (MMT) by 2030 to meet about 
40 percent of domestic requirements.  

o Green hydrogen 
 Green hydrogen is produced through electrolysis of water using renewable energy. 
 Nearly all of the hydrogen currently produced in India is grey hydrogen using natural 

gas and ammonia.  
 The government is aiming to use green hydrogen as a substitute for grey hydrogen 

which is used by oil refiners and fertiliser manufacturers. 
o What are other key policy measures to boost green hydrogen 

production? 
 The centre is considering a proposal to introduce a Rs 15,000-crore Production 

Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for electrolysers.  
 In February, the centre notified a green hydrogen and green ammonia policy that 

offers 25 years of free power for any new renewable energy plants set up for green 
hydrogen production before July 2025. 

 The government is also planning to introduce mandates requiring that the oil refining, 
fertiliser and steel sectors procure green hydrogen for a certain proportion of their 
requirements.  

 Power Minister RK Singh has previously noted that the mandate for the refining 
sector could start at 15-20 percent of the sector’s total requirement. 

 

2. Indian Tent Turtles 

 

Environment and Ecology  
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 The information about the Indian tent turtle was given by the Minister of State for 
Environment, Forest & Climate Change in a written reply in Rajya Sabha. 

 The Indian tent turtle (Pangshura tentoria) is a species of turtle in the family 
Geoemydidae. The species is endemic to India and Bangladesh. 

 IUCN Status: Least Concern 
 The Indian tent turtle is listed in Schedule –I of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 

and is thereby provided the highest degree of protection.  
o The Government has taken several steps to protect wildlife and its habitats 

including for Indian tent turtle species. Important steps taken in this regard 
include: 

 Protected Areas, viz., National Parks, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Conservation Reserves 
and Community Reserves have been created in the country covering important 
habitats to provide better protection to wildlife, including threatened species and their 
habitat. 

 Financial assistance is provided to the State/Union Territory Governments under the 
Centrally Sponsored Scheme of ‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’, for 
providing better protection to wildlife and improvement of habitat. 

 The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 provides for stringent punishment for violation of 
its provisions. The Act also provides for forfeiture of any equipment, vehicle or 
weapon that is used for committing wildlife offence(s). 

 The local communities are involved in conservation measures through eco-
development activities which help the forest departments in protection of wildlife. 

 The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) coordinates with State/UTs and other 
enforcement agencies to gather intelligence about poaching and unlawful trade in 
wild animals and animal articles. 
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1. XE variant of Covid-19 

 The Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) on Wednesday (April 6) announced 
that a 50-year-old woman with a travel history to South Africa may have been 
infected with the newly-discovered ‘XE’ variant of the coronavirus. 

 XE, a sub-variant of Omicron, which caused the third wave of Covid-19 this winter, 
had not been found in India until now.  

 The XE variant is what is called a ‘recombinant’. This means it contains the mutations 
found in BA.1 as well as BA.2 varieties of Omicron. This was first discovered in the 
United Kingdom in January, and so far more than 600 samples of XE have been 
found in different countries. 

 Recombinant variants are not uncommon. Variants that contain mutation 
characteristics of two or more known variants occur all the time. In fact, variants that 
contain the characteristic mutations of Delta and Omicron have also been identified. 

 The random process of genetic mutations in viruses and other organisms keeps 
happening continuously. But only a small fraction of these mutations significantly 
alter the abilities of the virus to infect, or to cause severe diseases. 
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1. Leh to sign tripartite agreement to develop Hanley as Dark 
Sky Sanctuary 
 Leh Administration will sign a tripartite agreement to develop Hanley as Dark Sky 

Sanctuary and Leh Hill Council, WildLife and Tourism departments will jointly develop 
the area for Astro Tourism. 

 It would offer tourists an unequivocal dark sky experience here. The village of Hanle 
is located in the Hanle river valley. 

o So what is a dark sky sanctuary?  
 It is an area that offers outstanding illumination of the sky, and when it is a sanctuary, 

it will promote proper illumination without wasting energy and polluting other areas. 
 Hanle happens to be the location for the highest astronomical observatory in the 

world. 
 Dark Sky Sanctuaries or Parks are definitely unique to India, and its tourism should 

be explored. At Hanle, you will find yourself looking up at the illuminated sky, leaving 
a lasting impression. All astro enthusiasts must explore dark sky destinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Pixxel launches India’s first private commercial imaging 
satellite ‘Shakuntala’ 
 Pixxel, the Indian Spacetech startup has launched its first commercial satellite called 

`Shakuntala’. This is a full-fledged commercial satellite that has been launched with 
Elon Musk-run SpaceX's Falcon-9 rocket.  

 The satellite hosts one of the highest resolution hyperspectral commercial cameras 
that have ever been flown to space, which brings it a step closer to building a 24×7 
health monitor for the planet. 

 The satellite was launched with SpaceX`s Transporter-4 mission from Cape 
Canaveral in the US.  

 The launch puts the company within touching distance of its ambitious mission to 
assemble one of the world's most advanced constellations of low-earth-orbit imaging 
satellites. 

 Shakuntala (TD-2) weighs less than 15 Kg and is capable of capturing orbital images 
in more than 150 bands of colour from the visible and infrared spectrum with a 
resolution of 10-metres per pixel that exceeds the specificity of 30-metre per pixel 
hyperspectral satellites, which was launched by a few select organisations like ESA, 
NASA and ISRO. 

 Shakuntala will begin amassing information in just a few weeks from the launch and 
will uncover the invisible changes of our planet like deforestation, natural gas 
leakages, pollution, declining crop health and melting ice caps. 
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3. NFC technology for instant payments 

 Google Pay has recently launched a new feature in India, ‘Tap to pay for UPI’, in 
collaboration with Pine Labs. The feature makes use of Near Field Communication 
(NFC) technology. 

 The functionality will allow users with NFC-enabled Android smartphones and UPI 
accounts linked to Google Pay to carry out transactions just by tapping their phones 
on any Pine Labs Android point-of-sale (POS) terminal across the country, Google 
said in a release. Till now, Tap to Pay was only available for cards. 

o What is NFC and how does it work? 
 NFC is a short-range wireless connectivity technology that allows NFC-enabled 

devices to communicate with each other and transfer information quickly and easily 
with a single touch — whether to pay bills, exchange business cards, download 
coupons, or share a document. 

 NFC transmits data through electromagnetic radio fields, to enable communication 
between two devices.  

 Both devices must contain NFC chips, as transactions take place within a very short 
distance.  

 NFC-enabled devices must be either physically touching or within a few centimetres 
from each other for data transfer to occur. 

o What are the other applications of NFC technology? 
 NFC tech has a wide range of applications besides driving payment services like 

Google Wallet and Apple Pay.  
 It is used in contactless banking cards to perform money transactions or to generate 

contact-less tickets for public transport.  
 Contactless cards and readers use NFC in several applications from securing 

networks and buildings to monitoring inventory and sales, preventing auto theft, 
keeping tabs on library books, and running unmanned toll booths, according to 
investopedia. 

 
 Probable Mains Question: 
What is Near Field Communication (NFC) technology and how does it work? 

 

 

 

4. EOS-02 satellite 
 The Union Minister of Science & Technology said that the EOS-02 satellite will be 

launched in the second quarter of 2022. 
 EOS-02 is Technology demonstration satellite for various new technologies with 

applications that include agriculture, forestry, geology, hydrology, miniaturised power 
electronics, reaction wheels etc. and forming the payload for SSLV-1. 

o The details of the satellites included in the EOS series are as follows 
 EOS-01: Earth Observation satellite meant for Agriculture, Forestry & disaster 

management support 
 EOS-02: Technology demonstration satellite for various new technologies with 

applications that include agriculture, forestry, geology, hydrology etc. and forming the 
payload for SSLV-1. 

 EOS-03 : First Agile Earth Observation satellite in Geostationary orbit and 
applications which include near real time imaging, quick monitoring of natural 
disasters, spectral signatures for agriculture, forestry etc. 

 EOS-04 : Radar Imaging satellite meant to provide high quality images under all 
weather conditions for applications such as Agriculture, Forestry & Plantations, Soil 
Moisture & Hydrology and Flood Mapping. 
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 EOS-05 : Earth Observation Satellite in the Geostationary Orbit. 
 EOS-06 : Earth Observation satellite meant for applications, which include ocean 

related services and advisories towards potential fishing zone forecast , ocean state 
forecast 

 
 Probable mains question: 

What are EOS series satellites? Mention their applications. 
 

5. Bhuvan-Aadhar portal 
 A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between the Unique 

Identification Authority Of India (UIDAI), Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY), New Delhi and National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), ISRO, 
Hyderabad, for technical collaboration.  

 NRSC will be developing the Bhuvan-Aadhar portal providing information and 
locations of the aadhaar centres across India.  

 The portal also provides a facility to search the relevant Aadhaar centres by location 
based on residents requirements. 

 NRSC will also provide a web based portal to collect and store data pertaining to 
existing and new enrolment centres to improve citizen centric services by carrying 
out regular statutory inspections.  

 Bhuvan will facilitate complete geographic information storage, retrieval, analysis and 
reporting for Aadhaar centres, with a high resolution backdrop of natural color 
satellite images.  

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority 
established under the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and 
Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar Act 2016”) on 12 July 
2016 by the Government of India, under the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY).  

 UIDAI has so far issued Aadhaar numbers to more than 132 crore residents and 
facilitates over 60 crore residents who have updated their Aadhaa 

 

 

6. Atal Innovation Mission 
 The Union Cabinet has approved continuation of Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) till 

March 2023.  
 The AIM will work on its intended target of creating an innovation culture and 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in the country.  
 The intended targets of the mission include  

o Establishing ten thousand Atal Tinkering Labs,  
o Establishing 101 Atal Incubation Centers,  
o Establishing 50 Atal Community Innovation Centers and  
o Supporting 200 startups via the Atal New India Challenges.  

 The total budgeted expenditure of over two thousand crore rupees will be incurred in 
the process of the establishment and supporting the beneficiaries. 

 The Atal Innovation Mission set up under the NITI Aayog is aimed at creating and 
promoting an ecosystem of innovation and entrepreneurship across the country via 
interventions at school, university, research institutions, MSME and industry levels. 
The AIM has focused on both infrastructure creation and institution building. 
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1. Weapons of Mass Destruction 

 The Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of 
Unlawful Activities) Amendment Bill, 2022 has been unanimously passed in Lok 
Sabha. 

 The Bill seeks to amend The Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery 
Systems (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act, 2005, to provide against the 
financing of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems 
in line with India’s international obligations. 

 The 2005 Act prohibited the manufacturing, transport, and transfer of weapons of 
mass destruction, and their means of delivery. 

o NBC weapons 
 While there is no single, authoritative definition of a WMD in international law, the 

expression is usually understood to cover nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) 
weapons.  

 According to the United States Department of Homeland Security, “A weapon of 
mass destruction is a nuclear, radiological, chemical, biological, or other device that 
is intended to harm a large number of people.” 

o India’s 2005 WMD Act defines: 
 * “Biological weapons” as “microbial or other biological agents, or toxins…of types 

and in quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or other 
peaceful purposes; and weapons, equipment or delivery systems specially designed 
to use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict”; and 

 * “Chemical weapons” as “toxic chemicals and their precursors” except where used 
for peaceful, protective, and certain specified military and law enforcement purposes; 
“munitions and devices specifically designed to cause death or other harm through 
the toxic properties of those toxic chemicals”; and any equipment specifically 
designed for use in connection with the employment of these munitions and devices. 

o Control over use of WMDs 
 The use of chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons is regulated by a number of 

international treaties and agreements. 
 Among them are the Geneva Protocol, 1925, that banned the use of chemical and 

biological weapons; and the Biological Weapons Convention, 1972, and Chemical 
Weapons Convention, 1992, which put comprehensive bans on the biological and 
chemical weapons respectively. 

 India has signed and ratified both the 1972 and 1992 treaties. There are very few 
non-signatory countries to these treaties, even though several countries have been 
accused of non-compliance. 

 The use and proliferation of nuclear weapons is regulated by treaties such as 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). 
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2. DRDO successfully flight-tests Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet 
technology off Odisha coast 
 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight tested 

Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet (SFDR) booster at the Integrated Test Range (ITR), 
Chandipur off the coast of Odisha on April 08, 2022.  

 The test successfully demonstrated the reliable functioning of all critical components 
involved in the complex missile system and met all the mission objectives. 

 The SFDR-based propulsion enables the missile to intercept aerial threats at very 
long range at supersonic speeds.  

 The SFDR has been developed by Defence Research and Development Laboratory, 
Hyderabad in collaboration with other DRDO laboratories such as Research Centre 
Imarat, Hyderabad and High Energy Materials Research Laboratory, Pune. 
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1. ICC Women's World Cup 2022 

 
 Australia defeated England in the final to win the 2022 ICC Women's Cricket World 

Cup final. 
 Australia defeated England by 71 runs to win this year's ICC Women's Cricket World 

Cup at the Hagley Oval in Christchurch.  
 A century by Alyssa Healy helped Australia post 356 for five in 50 overs, setting a 

target of 357 runs. Healy hammered 170 runs off 138 balls, with the help of 26 fours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports 
 

http://www.credenceias.com/


                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

 

1.  A new book titled “Queen of Fire” authored by Devika 
Rangachari 

 
 Award-winning children’s writer and historian, Devika Rangachari has authored a 

new novel titled “Queen of Fire”, which explores the story of Rani Lakshmibai of 
Jhansi.  

 The book focuses on the journey of Rani Lakshmibai as a queen, soldier, and 
statesman. 

 The book provides a detailed account on how the queen took over the kingdom as a 
widow and joined the revolutionaries to rebel against the East India Company.  

 DevikaRangachari is a historian who has conducted post-doctoral research on 
gender in early medieval Indian history. 

 

2. "Decoding Indian Babudom"  

 
 A new book titled "Decoding Indian Babudom" authored by Ashwini Shrivastava and 

published by Vitasta Publishing Private Limited launched. 
 This is a first-of-its-kind book by a journalist covering the bureaucratic system of 

India.  

Books and Authors 
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 It highlights India’s administrative system and functioning of governance from a 
common man’s point of view.  

 The author recommended “15 Sutras” to achieve good and effective governance that 
can bring in investment by boosting businessmen’s confidence in the administration. 

 

3. “Tiger of Drass: Capt. Anuj Nayyar, 23, Kargil Hero” authored 
by Meena Nayyar & Himmat Singh Shekhawat 

 

 
 Meena Nayyar, Mother of Captain Anuj Nayyar and Himmat Singh Shekhawat, a part 

of Rashtriya Riders, a biking group that pays homage to martyrs and their families 
has authored a new book titled “Tiger of Drass: Capt. AnujNayyar, 23, Kargil Hero”, 
published by HarperCollins Publishers India. 

 The book features the story of Capt. Anuj Nayyar (23 years old), who was martyred 
during the 1999 Kargil War while fighting to secure the Drass sector which was 
critical to the success of Operation Vijay and India’s victory in Kargil.  

 Captain Anuj Nayyar was honoured with the MahaVir Chakra (posthumously), the 
second-highest gallantry award in 2000. 
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1. Journalist Aarefa Johari Wins Chameli Devi Jain Award 

 
 Mumbai-based journalist Aarefa Johari was picked on April 3, as the winner of the 

Chameli Devi Jain Award for an Outstanding Woman Mediaperson 2021. 
 The Media Foundation announced Johari, who works for Scroll in Mumbai, as the 

winner of the award, which will be presented on Monday at the India International 
Centre here.  

 Instituted in 1982, the annual Chameli Devi Jain Award is a prestigious recognition 
for women mediapersons in India who have reported on themes such as social 
development, politics, equity, gender justice, health, war and conflict, and consumer 
values. 
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1.   World Autism Awareness Day 2022 

 World Autism Awareness Day is observed on April 2, every year to make people 
understand and accept people with autism, foster worldwide support, and inspire 
people. It is a day that spreads kindness and autism awareness. 

o WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY 2022 THEME: 
 The theme for World Autism Awareness Day 2022 is ‘Inclusion in the Workplace’. 

Inclusive education is the key to the transformative promise of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, to 'Leave no one behind'. 

o HISTORY: 
 The United Nations General Assembly unanimously declared 2 April as World Autism 

Awareness Day to highlight the need to help improve the quality of life of those with 
autism, so they can lead full and meaningful lives as an integral part of society. 

 In 2008, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities entered into force, 
reaffirming the fundamental principle of universal human rights for all. 

o WHAT IS AUTISM: 
 Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder characterized by deficits in social and 

language communication, as well as repetitive behaviors and restricted interests. 
 Children and adults with autism spectrum disorder have a wide range of abilities. 

Some people cannot speak at all and many have delayed or limited verbal 
communication. 

 Some are greatly impaired in their cognitive thinking while others are extremely 
gifted. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. International Day of Sport for Development and Peace 2022 

  The International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) is observed on 
April 6 and highlights the importance of sport in keeping the fabric of society intact.  

 The day that takes place annually recognises the positive impact that sports activities 
have on the peace and harmony of various communities co-existing on this globe. 

 Sport is not only an activity but in myriad cases has also worked as a medium of 
communication between various communities, be it on a local scale or a global 
platform.  

 And hence, sport is considered to be honed with abilities to shape the world and 
make it a better place by forming strong social ties and promoting peace and 
sustainable development. 

o History 
 The International Day of Sport for Development and Peace saw its beginning in 2013 

when the United States General Assembly declared April 6, the day the first-ever 
Modern Olympics took place in 1896 in Athens, as the day of observance to highlight 
the importance of sport.  

 Following suit, the day has been annually observed on April 6 since 2014. 
o Theme 

 This year, the theme for the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace is 
‘Securing a Sustainable and Peaceful Future for All: The Contribution of Sport.’ 

Important Days 
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3. World Health Day 2022 

 April 7 is celebrated and observed as World Health Day.  
 The day is celebrated annually in accordance with the World Health Organization’s 

aim to discuss health-related issues and to draw attention to specific health issues 
concerning people across the world.  

 The first World Health Day was celebrated and observed in 1950, after 7 April was 
set aside as a designated date to celebrate the creation of the World Health 
Organization in 1948 in the First Health Assembly.  

 The day thereby marks the anniversary of WHO after it was established in 1948. 
o World Health Day Theme 2022 

 The theme for this year’s World Health Day is “Our Planet, Our Health". Amid the 
ongoing pandemic and pollution growing on the planet, diseases like cancer, asthma, 
and heart diseases are increasing rapidly.  

 World Health Organization aims to focus global attention on the urgent actions 
needed to “keep humans and the planet healthy.” 
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1. Sharp drop in crop insurance beneficiaries, payments: Data 

 The number of farmers receiving insurance payouts under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yojana (PMFBY) has seen a 79 percent decline since 2019 in Karnataka, but 
the state government says it has ensured promptness in the settlement of claims.  

 There were 7.59 lakh farmers in 2019 who received the insurance in 2019. This 
number nosedived to 1.55 lakh in 2021, according to agriculture department data.  

 The Pradhan Mantri fasal bima yojana (PMFBY) launched on 18 February 2016 by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is an insurance service for farmers for their yields. 

 It was formulated in line with the One Nation–One Scheme theme by replacing earlier 
two schemes National Agricultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and Modified National 
Agricultural Insurance Scheme (MNAIS) by incorporating their best features and 
removing their inherent drawbacks (shortcomings).  

 PMFBY aims to provide a comprehensive insurance cover against failure of the crop 
thus helping in stabilising the income of the farmers. 

 It aims to reduce the premium burden on farmers and ensure early settlement of crop 
assurance claims for the full insured sum. 

 Under the scheme, farmers pay between 1.5 percent and 5 percent of the insurance 
premium with the rest shared equally by the Centre and states.  

 

2. More One-Stop Centres if required: Smriti Irani 
 Union Minister for Women & Child Development Smriti Irani said on Monday that the 

union government is willing to extend ‘One Stop Centres’ (OSC) present in 10 
countries to more nations if need arose. 

 The OSC are set up to support women affected by violence.  
 This scheme started in April 2015 to provide integrated support and assistance to 

women affected by violence and in distress, both in private and public spaces, with 
services that include police facilitation, medical aid, legal aid and so on under one 
roof.  

 Apart from those set up in various districts of the country, they have also come up in 
10 countries such as Australia, Bahrain, Singapore and UAE among others. 

            

3. Bommai announces sops for SC/STs 
 Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that the subsidy being paid to 

SC/STs under the Land Ownership Scheme will be hiked to Rs 20 lakh from the 
existing Rs 15 lakh.  

 Bommai was speaking on the occasion of Babu Jagjivan Ram's 115th birth 
anniversary.  

 The government has also decided to increase the assistance provided for home 
construction to SC/STs to Rs 2 lakh from the existing Rs 1.75 lakh. 

 In addition, Karnataka will introduce the Babu Jagjivan Ram Employment scheme for 
the benefit of SC/ST entrepreneurs. This scheme will be implemented in a month's 
time. 

 Jagjivan Ram, a former deputy prime minister, is an icon for Dalit (Left). 
 The state government has decided to provide free power up to 75 units for SC/ST 

communities in rural areas. 
 A special scheme to provide training for SC/ST students in boarding schools to 

appear in various competitive exams would be launched this year. 

State News 
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 Jagjivan Ram (5 April 1908 – 6 July 1986), known popularly as Babuji, was an Indian 

independence activist and politician from Bihar.  
 He was instrumental in the foundation of the All India Depressed Classes League, an 

organisation dedicated to attaining equality for untouchables, in 1935 and was 
elected to Bihar Legislative Assembly in 1937, after which he organised the rural 
labour movement. 

 

4. ‘Divine Tides’ earns Ricky Kej his second Grammy 

 
 Bengaluru’s Ricky Kej and American composer Stewart Copeland emerged winners 

at the 64th Grammy Awards at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. 
 The duo triumphed in the ‘Best New Album’ category for their work ‘Divine Tides’.  
 This is Ricky’s second triumph at the popular music awards. His maiden Grammy win 

came in 2015 for ‘Winds of Samsara’ in the Best New Age Album Category. 
 ‘Divine Tides’, which consists of nine songs and eight music videos, is produced by 

Karnataka’s Lahari Music, one of South India’s largest music companies.  
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5. No public-private partnership for projects below Rs 25 crore 

 The state government has decided that no project costing less than Rs 25 crore will 
be taken up under public-private partnership (PPP), a move authorities hope will 
revive the fledgling concept and attract investors.  

 So far, projects costing less than Rs 25 crore were approved for PPP, making them 
impractical for investors to participate in.   

 The decision to fix a minimum threshold for PPP projects was taken at the first PPP 
empowered committee meeting of the Infrastructure Development Department (IDD) 
held recently.   

 B H Anil Kumar is the head of the empowered committee. 

 

6. Finance Minister assured early clearance of Upper Bhadra 
Project: CM Bommai 

 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman positively responded to the Karnataka Government's plea for early 
approval from the Finance Ministry on declaring Upper Bhadra Project as a national 
project. 

 Karnataka has been demanding the Centre declare Upper Bhadra as a national 
project.  

o THE PROJECT 
 To irrigate 2.25 lakh hectares in Chikkamagaluru, Chitradurga, Tumkur and 

Davangere 
 Estimated cost: Rs 16,125.48 crore (excluding the cost of laterals in the DRIP 

irrigation system) 
 Cost of completed work: Rs 4,865.77 crore 
 River/tributary: Tunga and Bhadra river 
 Total population to be benefited: 74,26,485 

 

7. HAL hands over Gaganyaan hardware to ISRO 
 State-owned aviation major Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) handed over the 

first set of hardware for India’s first manned space mission Gaganyaan to the Indian 
Space Research Organisation (ISRO).  

 Gaganyaan is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended to be the formative 
spacecraft of the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme.  

 The spacecraft is being designed to carry three people, and a planned upgraded 
version will be equipped with rendezvous and docking capability.  
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 In its maiden crewed mission, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)'s largely 
autonomous 5.3 metric tonnes capsule will orbit the Earth at 400 km altitude for up to 
seven days with a two or three-person crew on board.  

 The first crewed mission was originally planned to be launched on ISRO's GSLV Mk 
III in December 2021, but this has since been delayed to no earlier than 2023. 

 

8. KSRTC gets fuel efficiency awards 

 The KSRTC has won the national award for fuel efficiency by the Petroleum 
Conservation Research Association. 

 The transport corporation has been selected for the award of 'Best State Transport 
Utility at National Level' with a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh and a trophy for maximum 
improvement in fuel efficiency. 

 The press release added that the best depot award at the state level has been given 
to KSRTC for its fuel efficiency performance between April 2020 and March 2021. 

 

9. 7,596 seats allotted under RTE in first round 
 As many as 7,596 seats were allotted under Right to Free and Compulsory 

Education (RTE) in the first round of the online lottery held here recently. 
 Of the total 20,414 applications received, 19,718 applications were eligible to get 

seats and the department of public instruction has allotted seats at 2,407 schools 
across the state. 
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (Right to 
Education Act) 

 Every child between the ages of 6 to 14 years has the right to free and compulsory 
education. This is stated as per the 86th Constitution Amendment Act via Article 21A. 
The Right to Education Act seeks to give effect to this amendment 

 The government schools shall provide free education to all the children and the 
schools will be managed by School Management Committees (SMC). Private 
schools shall admit at least 25% of the children in their schools without any fee. 

 The National Commission for Elementary Education shall be constituted to monitor 
all aspects of elementary education including quality. 

 

10.  Karnataka is to Set Up Exclusive Cooperative Bank for 
Dairy Industry 

 Establishing the 'Nandini Ksheera Samridhi Cooperative Bank' is a revolutionary 
initiative, which will provide greater financial strength for the milk producers, 
Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said. 

 The Chief Minister was speaking after releasing the logo of the Nandini Ksheera 
Samridhi Sahakara Bank at a programme in which Union Minister for Home and 
Cooperation Amit Shah too participated. 

 The Milk Producers cooperatives have a turnover of about Rs 20,000 crore in various 
banks every day.  

 This is a special programme to establish their own bank which would provide greater 
financial aid for them and improve their economic condition. 

 Setting up of Nandini Ksheera Samridhi Bank will bring a second wave of White 
Revolution in the dairy sector.  

 The state government has provided Rs 100 crore as its share capital and the Milk 
Federation and Cooperatives would contribute Rs 260 crore as their share of capital 
for the proposed cooperative bank which would stimulate huge economic activity in 
rural hinterland 
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1. The key takeaways of a UNEP report on noise pollution 

 The first chapter of the February UNEP report compiles studies about noise levels in 
several cities around the world. Delhi, Jaipur, Kolkata, Asansol and Moradabad are the 
five Indian cities mentioned in this list. 

 Moradabad had never been suggested as an unusually noisy city. The author of that 
chapter said that the confusion stemmed from errors in the bibliography. 

 A February report commissioned by the United Nations Environment Programme on 
the environmental challenges posed by noise, wildfires and the disruption of biological 
rhythms of plants, animals and ecological cycles became controversial on account of 
the mention of a single city, Moradabad. 

 It compiles studies about noise levels in several cities around the world and illustrates 
a subset of 61 cities and the range of dB (decibel) levels that have been measured. 

o What is Noise Pollution? 
 Noise pollution is generally defined as regular exposure to elevated sound levels that 

may lead to adverse effects in humans or other living organisms.  
 According to the World Health Organization, sound levels less than 70 dB are not 

damaging to living organisms, regardless of how long or consistent the exposure is. 
o Impact of Noise Pollution 

 Mild and temporary distress to severe and chronic physical impairment. Night-time 
noise disturbs sleep and affects well-being the following day. 

 The elderly, pregnant women and shift workers are among those at risk of noise-
induced sleep disturbance.  

 Noise-induced awakenings can trigger a range of physiological and psychological 
stress responses because sleep is necessary for hormonal regulation and 
cardiovascular functioning.  

 Traffic noise exposure is a risk factor for the development of cardiovascular and 
metabolic disorders such as elevated blood pressure, arterial hypertension, coronary 
heart disease and diabetes.  

 Long-term exposure to environmental noise contributes to cases of ischemic heart 
disease and causes many premature deaths. 

 It increases the risks of acute myocardial infarction and congestive heart failure, and 
increases the incidence of Type 2 diabetes, and hypertension. 

o Initiatives by government to prevent noise pollution 
 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is mandated to track noise levels, set 

standards as well as ensure, via their State units, that sources of excessive noise are 
controlled. 

 The agency has a manual monitoring system where sensors are installed in major 
cities and few cities have the facility to track noise levels in real time.  

 The CPCB also measures noise levels before and after Diwali in major cities, to 
publicise the impact of firecrackers. 

 
         Probable Mains Question: 
What is Noise Pollution? How is it detrimental to Humans and Environment? 
 

Mains 
 

Environment and Ecology  
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2. Making groundwater visible 

 The theme of this year’s World Water Day (March 22) was ‘Groundwater: Making the 
Invisible Visible’.  

 The primary focus is to draw attention to the role of groundwater in water and 
sanitation systems, agriculture, industry, ecosystems, and climate change 
adaptation.  

o Significance of the Groundwater 
 Groundwater helps reduce the risk of temporary water shortage and caters to the 

needs of arid and semiarid regions, but its value has not been fully recognised in 
policymaking.  

 While dependence on groundwater is increasing everywhere, there are serious 
issues of depletion of stored groundwater and deterioration of quality.  

 High temperatures and drought threaten water security. Due to its high storage 
capacity, groundwater is more resilient to the effects of climate change than surface 
water.  

 The international conference on ‘Groundwater, Key to the Sustainable Development 
Goals’ (May 2022) and the UN-Water Summit on Groundwater (December 2022) are 
part of global initiatives to highlight the significance of groundwater in sustainable 
development. 

o Indian scenario 
 With an annual groundwater extraction of 248.69 billion cubic meters (2017), India is 

among the largest users of groundwater in the world. 
  Almost 89% of the groundwater extracted is used for irrigation and the rest for 

domestic and industrial use (9% and 2%). 
 According to the Central Ground Water Board, the annual groundwater withdrawal is 

considered to be safe when the extraction rate is limited to below 70% of the annual 
replenishable recharge.  

 Available data indicate that the level of extraction for the country in 2017 was 63%, 
from 58% in 2004.  

 However, the level varied across regions. Punjab, Rajasthan, Haryana, Delhi, 
Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Puducherry have crossed the 70% 
mark.  

 NITI Aayog has set the 70% extraction value as the target to be achieved by 2030. 
 Besides the high level of extraction, quality is also an issue of concern. A quantity-

wise safe district may be vulnerable due to deterioration of water quality.  
 Fluoride, iron, salinity, nitrate, and arsenic contamination are major problems. As 

many as 335 districts reported nitrate pollution compared to 109 in 2006.  
 Biological contamination has also been reported from different parts of the country. 

o Way Forward 
 The existing approach of dealing with surface water and groundwater independently 

has severe limitations. As the Mihir Shah Committee (2016) proposed, the Central 
Water Commission and the Central Ground Water Board could be united and a 
national water framework with an integrated perspective developed.  

 There is also a need to work out local-level plans covering water resources in all its 
forms: rainwater, surface water, soil water and groundwater and the resource use 
sectors.  

 Groundwater, surface water and the intervening landscape form part of a matrix, and 
together with the vegetation system they constitute the Critical Zone, where most 
terrestrial life resides. 

 Re-establishing connections between surface and groundwater systems, both for 
governance and management, entails a local area approach that will involve 
revisiting the present groundwater estimations process, large-scale aquifer mapping, 
linking aquifers with river basin/watershed boundaries, hydrogeomorphology 
analysis, and factoring land uses and human-induced changes in the water system.  
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 Linking cropping patterns and crop intensity with groundwater availability, aquifer 
type, and the present state of groundwater extraction at the farm level is imperative.  

 
            Probable mains questions: 
Discuss the India’s Groundwater scenario and mention the causes for reduction in 
groundwater level and suggest the measures to improve the condition. 
 

3. IPCC report endorses India's position on climate finance: 
Environment Minister 
 The report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) endorses 

India’s position on the need for scale, scope and speed in climate finance, 
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said. 

 Limiting global warming would require major transitions in the energy sector and 
would mean drastic reduction of fossil fuel use, widespread electrification, improved 
energy efficiency, and the use of alternative fuels, the authors of the study warned. 

 The IPCC report focused on mitigation, or what could be done to reduce emissions to 
keep the globe on track to ensure that temperature didn’t exceed over 2 C—and 
strive to keep it below 1.5 C—by the end of the century. 

 Close to 80% of the total carbon budget for ensuring temperature didn’t exceed 1.5C 
and 66% of the carbon budget for preventing an overshoot over 2C had been used 
up. Half the global population, the vast majority of the developing world, was 
responsible for only 14% of global emissions. 

 
          Probable Mains Question: 
Mention the steps taken by the Indian Government to mitigate the Climate Change. 
 

4. Exports of agricultural products for the year 2021-22 cross 
50 billion dollar mark 

 
 Exports of agricultural products, including marine, for the year 2021-22 have crossed 

the 50 billion dollar mark, which is the highest level ever achieved in it. 
 As per the provisional figures released by Directorate General of Commercial 

Intelligence and Statistics, DGCIS, the agricultural exports have grown by 19.92 
percent during 2021-22.  

 This achievement over the past two years will go a long way in realising the Prime 
Minister’s vision of improving farmers’ income. 

 The highest ever exports have been achieved for staples like rice, wheat, sugar, 
other cereals and meat which resulted in benefiting farmers in many states.  

 
          Probable Mains Question: 
Give a brief note about exports of agricultural products for the year 2021-22. 
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