


What are you waiting for?

About US –

CREDENCE IAS an institute for civil service examination based in Bangalore since 2015! Team 

Credence has an immense experience in Classes & Test Series, having worked with various 

prestigious organisations in New Delhi (like VISION IAS). Institutions outstanding results in the 

UPSC/KPSC/KSP in a short period of time show the testimony of its dedicated team under the 

guidance of Sri Anil Kumar Bulla, Founder and MD.

We, at CREDENCE with the team of devout and acclaimed faculties nurture the students at each and 

every level from start to till the success of civil service examination. With continuous research and 

development we are prepared ourselves to cater the ever changing demands of civil service 

examination (IAS/KAS). With vision - 'pursuit of excellence' every student will be given due personal 

attention in their path of success at all the three stages of examination. A reliable and updated study 

material which acts handy to students in their endeavour.

CREDENCE IAS has been able to build a deeper association with its student due to its consistent and 

continuous efforts, to mentor and guide every student of CREDENCE IAS family through quality 

teaching & personalized attention throughout student's journey.

This personalised attention and Student friendly teaching is one of the charms of 

CRDENCE IAS

Credence believes, “teachers have the ability to shape leaders of the future”. Guided by this thought, 

CREDENCE IAS has a team of experienced members that comprises of highly acclaimed faculties 

and retired/serving bureaucrats, subject experts to ensure quality.

CREDENCE IAS
Managing Director

( Mr. Anil Kumar Bulla)

Place : Chandra Layout, Bangalore

CONTACT : +91 9654506161 / 9535944422 

Join us to realise your dream.



UPSC 
Prelims and Mains

KPSC 
Prelims and Mains

PSI  
Paper 1 and 2

Integrated Course

IAS/KAS 

Intensive Prelims & Mains Course

Duration: 11-12 months 

Duration of each class-3-4hrs, 6 days a week. (If need arises, classes can be held on Sundays also).

Includes comprehensive coverage of all the topics GS Paper

 Our Comprehensive Current Affairs classes of one year will keep the student updated.

 Includes comprehensive material Supplemented with Class Notes.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Online 
&

Offline

Classroom Programme

Test Series 

IAS /KAS/ PSI
Mentorship Program

UPSC / KPSC



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

  
 
 
 

Index 

 
 Polity and Governance 

1. Decriminalization of offences under GST 
2. Purse seines come with a divisive catch 
3. Consumer Affairs Minister Goyal unveils a ‘right to repair’ portal 

 

 Economy 
1. Net direct tax revenue up 20%, gross mop-up rises 26% to ₹13.63 

lakh crore 
2. Workers should not resort to moonlighting, says govt. 
3. Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 

4. Bill on cooperative societies referred to joint committee 
5. Fitch retains India rating at BBB-, cites robust outlook 
6. Government raised four lakh crore via disinvestment 

 

 Culture 
1. Three more sites added to tentative list of UNESCO 
2. Bengal village basks in the glory of an ancient metalcraft 

 

 International Relations 
1. Jawans stood their ground at Yangtse, says Jaishankar 
2. If not reformed, UN will be overtaken by other organisations 

 

 Environment and Ecology 
1. Rajasthan sanctuary gets protection against ESZ shrinking 
2. Arribada in Rushikulya 
3. India pushes for new biodiversity fund 
4. COP-15 summit adopts historic biodiversity deal 

5. What are carbon markets and how do they operate? 
6. Need taxonomy, definitions to avoid ‘greenwashing’: Rao 
7. A 225-km yatra to save the endangered sacred groves of Rajasthan 
8. Scientists freeze Great Barrier Reef coral in world-first trial 

 
 Science and Technology 

1. Deepfake Technology 

 
 Health 

1. Indo-Dutch ‘WAH! Accelerator’ to address anti-microbial resistance 
2. Suspected measles outbreak in parts of Mehsana, Gujarat 

3. Omicron variant linked to China spike sequenced in India in July 
2022 

4. Bharat Biotech’s nasal COVID vaccine available as booster 
5. 7,000 birds being culled to check avian flu in Kerala 
6. Mental health helpline gets 20,000 calls in two months 

 
 Defence and Security 

December 3rd week current affairs 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

1. Navy takes delivery of submarine Vagir, to be commissioned in Jan. 
2023 

2. Missile destroyer INS Mormugao commissioned into Indian Navy 

 
 

 Sports 
1. India won T20 World Cup for the Blind 
2. Deepika and Casillas showcase the FIFA World Cup Trophy 
3. Argentina won the FIFA World Cup 2022 
4. FIFA World Cup 2022 
5. Delhi to host IBA women’s worlds 2023 

 
 Awards and Recognitions 

1. India’s Sargam Koushal wins Mrs World 2022 title 
2. Rohini Nayyar prize 
3. Chhello Show,RRR song among 4 Indian Oscar entries 

 
 State News 

1. Report potholes on ‘Fix My Street’ app from Jan. 1 2023 
2. MP urges Centre to develop ‘Crafts Village’ near Mysuru Expressway 
3. 9,857 deaths in 36,100 road accidents in State this year 
4. Keshava Murthy, gamaka exponent, passes away 
5. LS passes Bill to extend ST status to Betta-Kuruba 
6. ‘Panel’s report on boundary is final’ 
7. Start-up policy gets Cabinet nod 
8. Sahitya Akademi award for Chinnaswamy 
9. Street vendors’ Bill passed 
10. Hindu nationalist Savarkar’s portrait unveiled in Suvarna Vidhana 

Soudha 
11. Fix glitches in e-Aasthi in month's time, Kageri tells ministers 

 
 Mains 

1. Good governance beyond motherhood and apple pie 
2. India’s crushing court backlogs, out-of-the box reform 
3. A new global biodiversity framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 

 

1.Decriminalisation of offences under GST 
 The 48th GST Council meeting was held recently. The GST Council chaired 

by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recommended decriminalising 
certain offences under Section 132 of the Central Goods and Services Tax 
(CGST) Act, 2017. 

 While Sections 122 to 131 of the CGST Act of 2017 contain provisions 
relating to penalties, Sections 132 to 138 contains provisions relating to 
prosecution and compounding.  

 The amount of tax evaded, the amount of Input Tax Credit (ITC) improperly 
claimed or used, or the amount of refund improperly claimed determines the 
length of the prison sentence. 

 Imposing penal provisions in an ambiguous ecosystem significantly alters 

how businesses perceive risk and uncertainty, directly impacting their ability 
to conduct business.  

  The law already contains sufficient penalties that serve as a deterrent 
against tax evasion. Investors may be discouraged by the fear of criminal 
sanctions in small, trivial, and petty matters, even before their engagement 
in any business activity or investment. 
GST Council: 

 The GST Council, which will be a combined forum of the Center and the 
States, shall be composed of the following members in accordance with 
Article 279A 

 Chairperson: Union Finance Minister. 
 Members: The Union Minister of State, in charge of Revenue of finance, the 

Minister responsible for finances or taxes, as well as any additional 
Ministers chosen by each State Government. 

 According to Article 279A (4), the Council will advise the Union and the 
States on significant GST-related issues, such as GST exemptions, model 
GST Laws, etc. 

 

2.Purse seines come with a divisive catch 

 
 An ongoing case in the Supreme Court, to decide whether the ban that 

several States have imposed on purse seine fishing is justified or not, has 
revealed the fault lines between small, marginal and large fishers, with the 
Centre and States also taking different sides on the issue. 

 Purse seine fishing, popular on India’s western coasts, uses a large 

vertical net to surround dense shoals of pelagic or midwater fish in 

Polity and Governance 
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the open ocean, and then draws in the edges like tightening the cords 

of a drawstring purse.  
 In some States, it is linked to concerns about the decreasing stock of small, 

pelagic shoaling fish such as sardines, mackerel, anchovies and trevally on 
the western coasts. 

 The scientific community argues that climatic conditions, including the El 
Nino phenomenon, are responsible for the declining catch of such fish in the 
last 10 years. However, fishermen using traditional methods have placed the 
blame squarely on the rise in purse seine fishing, and fear a further fall in 
the availability of these small fish if the ban is lifted.  

 They have also demanded that, as the Centre has supported the lifting of the 
ban, it publish the expert committee report it has based its stance on. 

 A major concern is the dwindling availability of oil sardines, a favourite of 
Kerala fish eaters.  

 In 2021, Kerala recorded a catch of just 3,297 tonnes of sardines, a sharp 
decrease from the 3.9 lakh tonnes in 2012. While traditional fish workers 

blame purse seines for this decrease, those using big boats with purse 
seines claim that it is simply a more scientific way to catch fish. 

 

3.Consumer Affairs Minister Goyal unveils a ‘right to 

repair’ portal 
 Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal introduced a host of new 

initiatives, including a right to repair portal and an NTH mobile app and 
opened new premises of the National Consumer Helpline centre in the 
national capital. 

 The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food, and Public Distribution has 
launched a fantastic project called the Right to Repair Portal to protect 
Indian consumers.  

 For customers who are unable to fix their issues on their own, the portal 
also offers an online assistance tool. With the use of this tool, customers can 
speak with a knowledgeable customer service agent who can offer advice and 
support in resolving any issue.  

 The portal offers a forum for customers to get legal counsel in addition to the 
online complaint resolution option. For legal counsel on any issue relating to 
their complaints, consumers can get in touch with lawyers and other legal 
experts. 
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1.Net direct tax revenue up 20%, gross mop-up rises 26% 

to ₹13.63 lakh crore 

 

 
 India’s net direct tax collections in 2022-23 surpassed the ₹11-lakh crore 

mark, reflecting a 19.81% uptick over last year’s, the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes said. Last year, in the corresponding period, it was ₹9,47,959 crore. 

 The net direct tax collection of ₹11,35,754 crore includes corporation tax 
(CIT) at ₹6,06,679 crore (net of refund) and personal income tax, including 
securities transaction tax at ₹5,26,477 crore (net of refund).  

 The cumulative advance tax collections for the first, second and third 
quarter of 2022-23 are 12.83% higher than the ₹4.62 lakh crore collected in 
the same period last year, the statement said.  

Economy 
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2.Workers should not resort to moonlighting, says govt. 
 Workers should not take any type of work against the interest of the 

employer in addition to his or her job as per legal framework, but the 
government is not taking up any study on the issue, Parliament was 
informed.  

 When a full-time employee of a company takes up an extra job, usually 
without the employer's knowledge, it is called moonlighting. 
Moonlighting 

 Moonlighting means taking up a second job or multiple other work 
assignments apart from one’s full-time job. Companies have opposed the 
practice, saying that employees doing multiple jobs can impact their 
productivity. 

 Moonlighting has become a topic of debate in the IT industry as working 
from home became the normal norm during the Covid-19 pandemic, which 
is believed to have led to a rise in dual employment. 

 

3.Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill 
 While passing the Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill, 2019, the Minister clarified that 

the clause on the death penalty, which Opposition MPs had sought to be 
reconsidered, had been amended to punishment with death or with 
imprisonment for life. 

 The Anti-Maritime Piracy Bill passed by the Lok Sabha will bring the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) into domestic law and 
enable Indian authorities to take action against piracy on the high seas. 

 During a discussion in the House on the Bill before it was passed, Dr. 
Jaishankar said this had now been amended to punishment with death or 
with imprisonment for life, if such a person was committing the act of piracy 
that was causing death or in an attempt thereof, which he said was in line 
with the Supreme Court’s pronouncement that the death penalty should be 
awarded in the “rarest of rare” cases, as well as in line with the extradition 
provisions of many countries. 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 1982 
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 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), also called 

the Law of the Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea Treaty, is an 
international agreement that establishes a legal framework for all marine 
and maritime activities. As of June 2016, 167 countries and the European 
Union are parties. 

 It is also known as Law of the Sea. It divides marine areas into five main 
zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas. 

 UNCLOS has been signed and ratified by India. 

 

4.Bill on cooperative societies referred to joint 

committee 
 A Bill seeking to amend the law on multi-State cooperative societies was 

referred to a joint committee of Parliament after the Lok Sabha agreed to a 
motion moved by Home Minister Amit Shah.  

 The committee, which would have 21 members from the Lok Sabha and 10 
from the Rajya Sabha, would further scrutinise the Multi-State Cooperative 
Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022.  

 The committee will submit its report to the Lok Sabha in the first week of the 
second part of the Budget Session. The Bill, which seeks to bring 
transparency and accountability in the cooperative sector, was introduced in 
the Lower House on December 7, 2022. 
Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 

 To plug the “loopholes” in the MSCS Act 2002, the Centre introduced a Bill 
seeking to amend the 2002 law for more “transparency” and “ease of doing 
business”.  

 The amendments have been introduced to improve governance, reform the 
electoral process, strengthen monitoring mechanisms and enhance 
transparency and accountability.  

 The Bill also seeks to improve the composition of the board and ensure 
financial discipline, besides enabling the raising of funds in multi-State 
cooperative societies. 

 The Bill provides for the creation of a central Co-operative Election 
Authority to supervise the electoral functions of the MSCSs. The Authority 
will have a chairperson, vice-chairperson, and up to three members 
appointed by the Centre.  
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 It also envisages the creation of a Co-operative Rehabilitation, 

Reconstruction and Development Fund for the revival of sick multi-State 
co-operatives societies. This fund shall be financed by existing profitable 
multi-State co-operative societies which will have to deposit either ₹1 crore 
or 1% of the net profit into the Fund.  

 In order to make the governance of multi-State cooperative societies more 
democratic, the Bill has provisions for appointing a Cooperative 
Information Officer and a Cooperative Ombudsman.  

 To promote equity and facilitate inclusiveness, provisions relating to the 
representation of women and Scheduled Caste/Tribe members on the boards 
of multi-State cooperative societies have also been included. 

 

5.Fitch retains India rating at BBB-, cites robust outlook 
 Fitch Ratings retained its rating for India at ‘BBB-’ with a stable outlook, 

even as it expected a modest ‘fiscal slippage’ this year from the central 
government’s fiscal deficit target of 6.4% to GDP to 6.6%, due to higher food 

and fertilizer subsidies. 
 Despite the slippage, Fitch said it expected India’s general government deficit 

to fall slightly to 9.6% of GDP in 2022-23, from 9.8% last year. 
Fitch Ratings 

 Fitch ratings is a credit rating agency that rates the viability of investments 
relative to the likelihood of default. 

 Fitch is one of the top three credit rating agencies internationally, along with 
Moody's and Standard & Poor's. 

 Fitch uses a letter system; for example, a company rated AAA is very high 
quality with reliable cash flows, while a company rated D has already 
defaulted. 

 

6.Government raised four lakh crore via disinvestment 
 4.04 lakh crore is raised by the government through disinvestment and 

strategic sale of public sector enterprises since the Modi government came 
into power in 2014, according to the Finance Ministry.  

 Strategic sales in 10 companies, including Air India, yielded ₹69,412 crore to 

the exchequer in the last eight years.  
Disinvestment 

 Disinvestment refers to an act of an organisation or the government of a 
state to raise funds by selling ownership stake. The sale can also be a 
liquidation of assets or stake in a subsidiary of an organisation or 
government undertaking. 

 The aim of disinvestment is to facilitate re-allocation of funds or resources to 
better use or monetise assets. Disinvestment also helps in lowering debt and 
restructuring of business. The process helps in increasing the return on 
investment. 
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1.Three more sites added to tentative list of UNESCO 
 Gujarat’s Vadnagar town, the iconic Sun Temple at Modhera, and the rock 

cut sculptures of Unakoti in Tripura have been added to the tentative list of 
UNCESO World Heritage Sites. 

 The UNESCO tentative list is an “inventory of those properties which each 
State Party intends to consider for nomination”. 

 With this, India now has 52 sites on UNESCO Tentative List. The list 
indicates the rich cultural and natural wealth of India and shows the huge 
diversity of our heritage. 
Sun Temple at Modhera 

 
 The Sun Temple at Modhera which is dedicated to the sun god, is the 

earliest of such temples which set trends in architectural and decorative 
details, representing the Solanki style at its best. 

 It is situated on the bank of the river Pushpavati.  
 It was built after 1026-27 CE during the reign of Bhima I of the Chaulukya 

dynasty. 
 It is the earliest of such temples which set trends in architectural and 

decorative details, representing the Solanki style at its best. 
Vadnagar 

 
 Vadnagar is a municipality in Mehsana district of Gujarat. A multi-layered 

historic town, Vadnagar has a recorded past stretching back to nearly 8th 
century BC.  

Culture 
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 The town still retains a large number of historic buildings that are primarily 
religious and residential in nature. 

 It has evolved with time and has an early historic fortified settlement, 
hinterland port, centre for industries of shells and beads, late medieval 
town, religious centre/temple town, a significant junction on trade routes 
and mercantile town. 
Unakoti 

 
 Unakoti is an ancient holy place associated with Shaiva worship. The site is 

a massive gallery set in a forested area displaying a number of towering low-
relief images in a unique style, making it a masterpiece of human creative 
genius. 

 It is famously known as the ‘Angkor Wat of the North-East’. 
 The structures of the rock-cut sculptures are gigantic and have distinct 

mongoloid features and display almost the same mystical charm as the 
spellbinding figures in the Angkor Wat temple of Cambodia. 

 

2.Bengal village basks in the glory of an ancient 

metalcraft 

 
  Dokra figurines on display 

 Nestled in the forests with a population less than 100, Lalbazar was a 
nondescript village until not too long ago. Today, it is not only an art hub 
but also moving towards becoming a centre for dokra, a metalcraft popular 
in Bengal, all thanks to a Kolkata artist who made the place his second 
home four years ago. 

 Two places are famous in West Bengal for dokra work — Bikna in Bankura 
and Dariyapur in Bardhaman.  

 But the main concern is that the quality of their products is deteriorating.  
Age-old tradition 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 Dokra is an ancient tradition; its documented history is about 5,000 years 
old. Making dokra art is a difficult process. Each figurine takes about a 
month to make.  

 There are many processes involved, for which seven or eight varieties of clay 
are required, apart from other raw material. One advantage is that the raw 
materials, including the metal, are easily available in Lalbazar. 

 

 
 
 

 

1.Jawans stood their ground at Yangtse, says Jaishankar 
 The Minister reacted to comments made by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi. 
 Our soldiers are standing in Yangtse at 13,000 feet defending our borders. 

Our jawans are standing their ground. They should be respected, honoured 

and appreciated,” Dr. Jaishankar said. 
Yangtze 

  
 The Yangtze or Yangzi is the longest river in Asia, the third-longest in the 

world, and the longest in the world to flow entirely within one country.  
 It rises at Jari Hill in the Tanggula Mountains (Tibetan Plateau) and flows 

6,300 km in a generally easterly direction to the East China Sea. 

 

2.If not reformed, UN will be overtaken by other 
organisations 

 Other organisations such as the G-20 may step up to take a more prominent 
role in international affairs than the United Nations if the global body fails to 
introduce reforms in the UN Security Council, Ruchira Kamboj, the 

Permanent Representative of India at the United Nations, said. 
 Speaking on the issues — reformed multilateralism and counterterrorism 

during the Presidency of India at the UNSC — Ms. Kamboj said that the 
reformation of the United Nations is the “most complex process” of the UN 
system. 

 “It involves several aspects. It requires all the P-5 [permanent members of 
the UNSC] to be on board. It requires that no P-5 should veto the matter and 
all of that and much more. There are many who aspire to be in a reformed 

International Relations 
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council but there are many who would not like to see those in the council. 
Therefore, the process is indeed very complex,” Ms. Kamboj said, stressing 
that the complexities, however, do not mean that “change cannot happen”. 

 The item of reform has remained on the agenda of the UNSC for nearly three 
decades without any substantive progress. 

 Today, you have almost 200 member states. Their voices are not being heard 
any more. Let’s say, the voice of the voiceless, the smaller states, the 
countries from Africa. Who hears them? Everything is being scripted for 
them in many ways,” Ms. Kamboj said. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1.Rajasthan sanctuary gets protection against ESZ 

shrinking 
 The famous Tal Chhapar blackbuck sanctuary in Churu district of 

Rajasthan has received a protective cover against a proposed move of the 
State government to reduce the size of its eco-sensitive zone. 

 The World Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) has also taken up a major project 
for the conservation of raptors in the sanctuary, spread in an area 
measuring 7.19 sq. km. 

 The Rajasthan High Court has intervened through suo motu public interest 
litigation to protect the sanctuary, taking cognisance of reports that its area 
was going to be reduced to three sq. km under pressure from mine owners 
and stone crusher operators. The court recently ordered a “complete 
prohibition” on any action to reduce the wildlife sanctuary’s area. 

 The court further directed the authorities concerned to complete the 
formalities for declaration of the eco-sensitive zone surrounding Tal Chhapar 
at the earliest. 
Tal Chhapar blackbuck sanctuary 

 Tal Chhapar Sanctuary is a sanctuary located in the Churu district of 
Northwestern Rajasthan, in the Shekhawati region of India. It is known for 
blackbucks and is also home to a variety of birds. 

 The sanctuary is host to about 4,000 blackbucks, over 40 species of raptors 
and more than 300 species of resident and migratory birds. 
Threat 

 A Division Bench noted that some exotic species of animals seemed to have 
been destroyed or relocated to other areas, following an increase in human 
population around the sanctuary, and unplanned and rampant construction 
activities. 

  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Environment and Ecology 
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2.Arribada in Rushikulya 

 
 A pair of Olive Ridley turtles in the Bay of Bengal as they congregate for 

mass nesting off the Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam district of Odisha. 
Olive Ridley turtles 

 The olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys olivacea), also known commonly as 
the Pacific ridley sea turtle are the smallest and most abundant sea turtles 
found in the world. 

 They are well-known for their unique mass nesting known as Arribada, in 
which thousands of females gather on the same beach to lay eggs. 
Habitat 

 Found in warm and tropical waters, primarily in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, but also in the warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 

 The Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary in Odisha is home to the world's largest 
sea turtle rookery (a colony of breeding animals). 
Conservation Status 

o Schedule 1 of the Wildlife Protection Act,1972 
o Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List 
o CITES Appendix I 

Threats 
 Threats include harvesting for skin and meat, accidental capture 

(particularly in shrimp trawl nets and nearshore gill nets), and marine 
pollution. 
Protection initiatives 

 Operation Olivia- Every year, from November to December, the Indian 
Coast Guard's "Operation Olivia," which began in the early 1980s, assists in 
the protection of Olive Ridley turtles as they cluster along the Odisha coast 
for breeding and nesting. 

 It also detects unlawful trawling activity. 
 Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs)- To reduce accidental death in India, the 

Odisha government has made the use of Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) 
mandatory for trawls, which are nets particularly built with an exit cover 
that allows turtles to escape while retaining the catch. 

 

3.India pushes for new biodiversity fund 
 There is an urgent need to create a new and dedicated fund to help 

developing countries successfully implement a post-2020 global framework 
to halt and reverse biodiversity loss, India has said at the U.N. biodiversity 
conference in Canada’s Montreal. 

 The country said that conservation of biodiversity must also be based on 
common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities 
(CBDR) as climate change also impacts nature.  

 As the 196 parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) finalize 
negotiations for a post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) — a new 
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set of goals and targets to halt and reverse biodiversity loss — there have 
been repeated calls for the inclusion of the CBDR principle in finance-related 
targets. 

 Addressing the stocktaking plenary at CBD COP-15, Union Environment 
Minister Bhupender Yadav said, there is a need to create a new and 
dedicated mechanism for the provision of financial resources to developing-
country parties. Such a fund should be operationalised at the earliest to 
ensure effective implementation of the post-2020 GBF by all countries. 
Need for Biodiversity Fund 

 So far, the Global Environment Facility which caters to multiple 
conventions, including the UNFCCC and UN Convention to Combat 
Desertification, remains the only source of funding for biodiversity 
conservation. 

 At CBD COP15, developing countries have been demanding a new and 
dedicated biodiversity fund, saying the existing multilateral sources are not 
up to the task of meeting the requirements of the GBF.  

 India said developing countries bear the burden of implementing the targets 
for conservation of biodiversity and, therefore, require funds and technology 
transfer for this purpose. 
Way Forward 

 Mr. Yadav said biodiversity conservation requires ecosystems to be 
conserved and restored holistically. It is in this context that ecosystem 
approaches for conservation of biodiversity need to be adopted. 

 He said the GBF must recognise the responsibility of the developing 
countries towards poverty eradication and sustainable development.  
Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) 

 Common But Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) is a principle that was 
formalized in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) of Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, 1992.  

 It was the first international legal instrument to address climate change and 
the most comprehensive international attempt to address negative impacts 
to the global environment. 

 The CBDR principle acknowledges that all states have a shared obligation to 
address environmental destruction but denies equal responsibility of all 
states with regard to environmental protection. 

 CBDR is defined as states that have common but differentiated 
responsibilities in view of the different contributions to global environmental 
degradation. 

 In the Earth Summit, states acknowledged the disparity of economic 
development between developed and developing countries. 
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4.COP-15 summit adopts historic biodiversity deal 

 
 After four years of fractious talks, nearly 200 countries, including India, 

approved a historic Paris-style deal to protect and reverse dangerous loss to 
global biodiversity, following an intense final session of negotiations at the 
UN COP-15 summit here in Canada. 

 Amid applause, Chinese Environment Minister Huang Runqiu, the president 
of the COP-15 biodiversity summit, declared the Kunming-Montreal 
Agreement adopted. 

 The Chinese-brokered deal is aimed at saving the lands, oceans and species 
from pollution, degradation and climate change.  

 Monitored wildlife populations have seen a devastating 69% drop on average 
since 1970, according to the Living Planet Report (LPR) 2022 of the World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF). 

 Environment Minister, Bhupender Yadav, who was part of negotiations, said 
that broadly the agreement was “positive” as far as India was concerned.  

 

5.What are carbon markets and how do they operate? 
 The Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 2022 was passed in Parliament 

recently, despite the Opposition’s demands to send it for scrutiny to a 
parliamentary committee.  

 The Bill empowers the government to establish carbon markets in India and 
specify a carbon credit trading scheme. 
Carbon Markets 

 Article six of the 2015 Paris Agreement provides for the use of international 
carbon markets by countries to fulfil their nationally determined 
contributions (NDC) to keep global warming within 2°C.  

 Carbon markets are essentially a tool for putting a price on carbon 
emissions — they establish trading systems where carbon credits or 

allowances can be bought and sold.  
 A carbon credit is a kind of tradable permit that, as per UN standards, 

equals one tonne of carbon dioxide removed, reduced, or sequestered from 
the atmosphere.  

 There are broadly two types of carbon markets that exist today — 
compliance markets and voluntary markets.  

 Voluntary markets are those in which emitters — corporations, private 
individuals, and others— buy carbon credits to offset the emission of one 
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tonne of CO2 or an equivalent greenhouse gas. Such carbon credits are 
created by activities which reduce CO2 from the air, such as afforestation. In 
a voluntary market, a corporation looking to compensate for its unavoidable 
emissions, purchases carbon credits from an entity engaged in projects that 
reduce, remove, capture, or avoid emissions. For instance, in the aviation 
sector, airlines may purchase carbon credits to offset the carbon footprint of 
the flights they operate.  

 Compliance markets on the other hand which are set up by policies at the 
national, regional, and/or international level are officially regulated. 
Challenges 

 The UNDP points out serious concerns pertaining to carbon markets — 
ranging from double counting of greenhouse gas reductions, quality and 
authenticity of climate projects that generate credits to poor market 
transparency.  

 There are also concerns about ‘greenwashing’ — companies may buy credits, 
simply offsetting carbon footprints instead of reducing their overall 

emissions. 

 

6.Need taxonomy, definitions to avoid ‘greenwashing’: 
Rao 

 
 Reserve Bank Deputy Governor M. Rajeshwar Rao called for a taxonomy on 

green finance to avoid the risk of “greenwashing”. Green financing refers to 
lending to environmentally sustainable economic activities. 

 Speaking at an event here, Mr. Rao said a formal definition of green finance 
along with a taxonomy “is the need of hour” and added that it will enable 
more precise tracking of finance flows to green sectors. 

 “A taxonomy would help banks and financial institutions in better assessing 
the climate risk in their loan portfolio, scaling up... sustainable finance and 
mitigating the risk of greenwashing. 

 The call for clear definitions and a classification system, establishing a list of 
environmentally sustainable economic activities, comes at a time when India 
is looking at increasing green finance to help the climate.  
Greenwashing 

 Greenwashing refers to dishonest practices aimed at duping people. 
 Greenwashing is an attempt to capitalize on the growing demand for 

environmentally sound products. 
 Greenwashing can convey a false impression that a company or its products 

are environmentally conscious or friendly. 
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7.A 225-km yatra to save the endangered sacred groves 

of Rajasthan 
 A unique 225-km yatra taken out through remote villages and hamlets in 

western Rajasthan, which culminated at the Jaisalmer district headquarters 
earlier this week, has put forth the demand of protection of orans or sacred 
groves, which face the threat of destruction with their land being allotted for 
renewable energy infrastructure and high-tension power lines. 

 Orans also form the natural habitat for India’s most critically endangered 
bird, the Great Indian Bustard (GIB). Many birds have died during the last 
few years because of collisions with power lines, making this the most 
significant threat to the majestic birds. 

 The participants in the march on foot, who were mostly environmental 
activists and wildlife enthusiasts, highlighted the significance of orans, 
which are groves of trees with a rich diversity of traditional flora and fauna 
and waterbodies, considered sacred and preserved by the locals. 

 Allotment of their land to solar and wind energy, mining and other 
industries was affecting the ecology of the region. 

 Tradition dictates that no tree or plant in the groves is cut and only seasonal 
grazing of livestock is allowed. However, solar power companies have 
resorted to arbitrary action and felled trees to install their big projects. 
Orans or Sacred groves  

 Orans are Community Conserved Areas protected for their sacred values. 
 They include woodlots, pastures, orchards, sacred groves, and habitats 

usually centered around sources of water such as natural springs, rivulets, 
or artificially constructed ponds. 

 Additionally, there is usually a shrine dedicated to a local deity at the heart 
of an Oran. 

 Their traditional boundaries are based on landmarks or geographical 
milestones established by indigenous and agro-pastoral communities 
associated with them. 

 Orans are usually defined by a strong community-territory relationship and 
a well-functioning governance system. 

 

8.Scientists freeze Great Barrier Reef coral in world-first 

trial 
 Scientists working on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef have successfully 

trialled a new method for freezing and storing coral larvae they say could 
eventually help rewild reefs threatened by climate change. 

 Scientists are scrambling to protect coral reefs as rising ocean temperatures 
destabilize delicate ecosystems.  

 The Great Barrier Reef has suffered four bleaching events in the last seven 
years, including the first ever bleach during a La Nina phenomenon, which 
typically brings cooler temperatures. 
Preserving corals 

 Cryogenically, frozen coral can be stored and later reintroduced to the wild 
but the current process requires sophisticated equipment including lasers. 
Scientists say a new lightweight “cryomesh” can be manufactured cheaply 
and better preserves coral. 

 In a December 2022 lab trial, the world’s first with Great Barrier Reef coral, 
scientists used the cryomesh to freeze coral larvae at the Australian Institute 
of Marine Sciences (AIMS). The coral had been collected from the reef for the 
trial, which coincided with the brief annual spawning window. 
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Mesh technology 
 The mesh technology, which will help store coral larvae at -196°C (-320.8°F), 

was devised by a team from the University of Minnesota’s College of Science 
and Engineering, including Dr. Zongqi Guo, a postdoctoral associate, and 
Professor John C. Bischof. 

 It was first tested on corals by PhD student Nikolas Zuchowicz. 
 This new technology that we’ve got will allow us to do that at a scale that can 

actually help to support some of the aquaculture and restoration 
interventions. 

 

 

 

 

1.Deepfake Technology 
 The Cyberspace Administration of China, the country’s cyberspace 

watchdog, is rolling out new regulations, to be effective from January 10 
2023, to restrict the use of deep synthesis technology and curb 
disinformation.  

 Deep synthesis is defined as the use of technologies, including deep learning 
and augmented reality, to generate text, images, audio and video to create 
virtual scenes.  

 One of the most notorious applications of the technology is deepfakes, where 
synthetic media is used to swap the face or voice of one person for another.  

 Deepfakes are getting harder to detect with the advancement of technology. 
It is used to generate celebrity porn videos, produce fake news, and commit 
financial fraud among other wrongdoings.  

 China’s cyberspace watchdog said it was concerned that unchecked 
development and use of deep synthesis could lead to its use in criminal 
activities like online scams or defamation, according to a report by the South 
China Morning Post. 
What is a deepfake? 

 Deepfakes are a compilation of artificial images and audio put together with 
machine-learning algorithms to spread misinformation and replace a real 
person’s appearance, voice, or both with similar artificial likenesses or 
voices. It can create people who do not exist and it can fake real people 
saying and doing things they did not say or do. 
China’s new policy to curb deepfakes 

 The policy requires deep synthesis service providers and users to ensure 
that any doctored content using the technology is explicitly labelled and can 
be traced back to its source, the South China Morning Post reported.  

 The regulation also mandates people using the technology to edit someone’s 
image or voice, to notify and take the consent of the person in question.  

 When reposting news made by the technology, the source can only be from 

the government-approved list of news outlets.  
 Deep synthesis service providers must also abide by local laws, respect 

ethics, and maintain the “correct political direction and correct public 
opinion orientation”, according to the new regulation. 

 

 

Science and Technology 
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1.Indo-Dutch ‘WAH! Accelerator’ to address anti-

microbial resistance 
 The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Platforms (C-CAMP) and the 

Netherlands embassy have come together to address the challenge posed by 
anti-microbial resistance. 
Details 

 The Indo-Dutch collaboration called “WAH! Accelerator” will emphasise co-
creation and co-development of new technologies in water, agriculture, 
animal, and human health towards fulfilling the one-health approach to 
address anti-microbial resistance. 

 The joint WAH! Accelerator is a unique partnership between India and the 

Netherlands that aims to combat challenges related to one health and anti-
microbial resistance across the value chain.  

 The ‘WAH! Accelerator’ is a C-CAMP partnership with the Netherlands 
Antibiotic Development Platform and the AMR Global, both Netherlands-
based organisations. 

 Taslimarif Saiyed, CEO-Director of C-CAMP, said that this effort, from 
different countries coming together and working towards finding solutions to 
a common problem, demonstrates India’s and the Netherlands’ commitment 
to the one health approach. 
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR)  

 

 

Health 
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 Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) threatens the effective prevention and 
treatment of an ever-increasing range of infections caused by bacteria, 
parasites, viruses and fungi. 

 AMR occurs when bacteria, viruses, fungi and parasites change over time 
and no longer respond to medicines making infections harder to treat and 
increasing the risk of disease spread, severe illness and death. As a result, 
the medicines become ineffective and infections persist in the body, 
increasing the risk of spread to others. 
Causes of antibiotic resistance: 

 Microbial behaviour: As soon as scientists introduce a new antimicrobial 
drug, there is a good chance that it will become ineffective at some point in 
time. This is due primarily to changes occurring within the microbes. 

 People’s behaviour: Not following recommendations for the use of some 
drugs can increase the risk of antimicrobial resistance. The way in which 
people use antimicrobial drugs is a significant contributing factor. Some 
individualistic reasons are: 

 Wrong diagnosis: Doctors sometimes prescribe antimicrobials “just in case,” 
or they prescribe broad-spectrum antimicrobials when a specific drug would 
be more suitable. Using these medications in this way increases the risk of 
AMR. 

 Inappropriate use: If a person does not complete a course of antimicrobial 
drugs, some microbes may survive and develop resistance to the drug. Also 
antibiotics recommended by quacks or pharmacist contribute to magnify the 
issue. 

 Agricultural use: Using antibiotics in farm animals can promote drug 
resistance. Scientists have found drug-resistant bacteria in meat and food 
crops that have exposure to fertilisers or contaminated water. In this way, 
diseases that affect animals can pass to humans. 

 Hospital use: People who are critically ill often receive high doses of 
antimicrobials. This encourages the spread of AMR microbes, particularly in 
an environment where various diseases are present. 

 

2.Suspected measles outbreak in parts of Mehsana, 

Gujarat 
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 Around 91 suspected measles cases were found in parts of Mehsana in 
Gujarat. The cases were identified during a surveillance carried out in the 
last one month, according to a health department official.  

 One of the reasons behind the likely upsurge in suspected measles cases 
was attributed to the resistance to vaccination in the region. 
Measles 

 Measles is a childhood infection caused by a virus. Once quite common, 
measles can now almost always be prevented with a vaccine. 

 Measles is a highly contagious infectious disease caused by measles virus. 
 It is transmitted person-to-person via droplets when infected people sneeze 

or cough. 
Symptoms 

 Measles signs and symptoms appear around 10 to 14 days after exposure to 
the virus. Signs and symptoms of measles typically include Fever, Dry 
cough, Runny nose, Sore throat, Inflamed eyes (conjunctivitis), 

o Tiny white spots with bluish-white centers on a red background found 

inside the mouth on the inner lining of the cheek — also called 
Koplik's spots 

o A skin rash made up of large, flat blotches that often flow into one 
another. 

Treatment 
 No specific antiviral treatment is available at present. 
 Complications from measles can be reduced through supportive care. 

Vaccination 
 The measles vaccine is often incorporated with rubella and/or mumps 

vaccines-Measles-Mumps-Rubella (MMR) or Measles-Mumps-Rubella-
Varicella (MMRV) 

 

3.Omicron variant linked to China spike sequenced in 
India in July 2022 

 
 With the rise in cases in China triggering a global alarm, Mr. Mandaviya had 

convened a meeting of senior officials in the government and the National 
COVID-19 Task Force to assess the situation in India. 
Details 

 The BF.7 variant of coronavirus, belived to be linked to the surge in COVID-
19 cases in China, was identified in India as far back as July 2022. 
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 Four instances of the Omicron subvariant was genome-sequenced in Gujarat 
and Odisha in the subsequent months, but it was not linked to increased 
severity or infectiousness in the two States. 

 The officials said while the spike in China did not yet imply a grave threat for 
India, it was advisable that people follow COVID-appropriate behaviour and 
get vaccinated and that States should increase genomic surveillance. Some 
States have said they will increase random testing of passengers at airports. 
BF.7 variant of coronavirus 

 The BF.7 is a sub-lineage of the Omicron variant BA.5 and has the strongest 
infection ability, shorter incubation period, and a higher capacity to cause 
reinfection or infect even those vaccinated.  

 Experts are of the opinion that India may not after all see a major wave of 
fatal BF.7 variants because the larger part of the population has already 
been infected and vaccinated before.  

 

4.Bharat Biotech’s nasal COVID vaccine available as 

booster 

 
 With the threat of COVID-19 resurfacing and India ramping up health 

surveillance measures, Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said hat a 
vaccine, which could be administered as nasal drops, would henceforth be 
available for public use. 

 “We have made available a nasal vaccine, developed by Bharat Biotech, that 
can be used as a precaution (booster) dose. So, whether you have been 
administered Covaxin or Covishield or any other vaccine, the nasal shot can 
work,” the Minister said at a public event. 
Nasal Vaccine 

 iNCOVACC is co-developed by Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech and the 
U.S.-based Washington University. 

 The nasal vaccine is approved both as a primary dose and a heterologous 
booster. It was approved as a primary dose after Phase-3 trials, and was 
separately tested for safety and immunogenicity as a booster, according to a 
company statement. 

 Unlike Covaxin, which is an inactivated coronavirus injected along with an 
adjuvant, iNCOVACC is an adenovirus-vectored vaccine with a “prefusion 
stabilised spike protein”, which is more like the technology employed in the 
Covishield vaccines. 

 So far, over 220 crore vaccines have been administered in those aged 12 and 
above in India. 
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5.7,000 birds being culled to check avian flu in Kerala 

 
 As many as 7,000 birds are being culled in Kerala’s Kottayam district 

following an outbreak of bird flu that has now spread to more parts of the 
district, authorities have said. 

 The presence of the avian influenza virus (H5N1) was confirmed in two duck 
farms in Arpookara and Neendoor and a broiler chicken farm in Vechoor 
here recently. 

 The Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) of the Animal Husbandry department 
have culled 2,753 ducks in Neendoor panchayat. 
Avian Influenza Virus (H5N1)  

 Bird flu, also called avian influenza, is a viral infection that can infect not 
only birds, but also humans and other animals. Most forms of the virus are 
restricted to birds. 

 The virus can infect domestic poultry including chickens, ducks, turkeys 
and there have been reports of H5N1 infection among pigs, cats, and even 
tigers in Thailand zoos. 

 H5N1 is the most common form of bird flu. It’s deadly to birds and can easily 
affect humans and other animals that come in contact with a carrier.  

 Currently, the virus isn’t known to spread via human-to-human contact. 
Still, some experts worry that H5N1 may pose a risk of becoming a pandemic 
threat to humans. 

 If the infection is detected in animals, a policy of culling infected and contact 
animals is normally used in an effort to rapidly contain, control and 
eradicate the disease. 
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6.Mental health helpline gets 20,000 calls in two months 

 
 Tele Mental Health Assistance and Networking Across States (MANAS), 

a toll-free 24/7 number (14416) that was launched on October 10, 2022 on 

World Mental Health Day by the Union government, has received over 
20,000 calls to date, reported the International Institute of Information 
Technology Bangalore (IIITB). 

 While stress, sleep disorders and anxiety have been the main issues for 
which help is being sought, the highest number of calls have been received 
from Tamil Nadu (3,631). 

 Based on the Karnataka government’s e-Manas service, which was launched 
during the first wave of COVID-19, Tele Manas under the National Mental 
Health Programme (NMHP) now has 24 States and Union Territories on 
board, and provides basic support and counselling along with 

emergency psychiatric facilities.  
 While the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) 

was appointed as the nodal centre for the helpline, IIITB has been providing 
technical support for it. 

 The data also showed that people in the age group of 18-45 years called the 
helpline the most. 

 Apart from Tamil Nadu, places such as Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 
Jammu & Kashmir and Telangana were the top regions from where more 
people reached out to the helpline, according to the recorded data. 

 

 

 
 

1.Navy takes delivery of submarine Vagir, to be 

commissioned in Jan. 2023 

 
 The fifth Scorpène-class conventional submarine, Vagir, was delivered to the 

Navy by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd. in Mumbai. 

Defence and Security 
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  The ship is scheduled to be commissioned into service in January 2023. 
Sixth one in the works 

 Vagir was launched into water on November 12, 2020 and commenced sea 
trials on February 1, 2022. 

 The sixth and last of the Scorpène-class submarines, Vagsheer, was 
launched into water in April 2022 and is expected to be delivered to the Navy 
by 2023-end. 
French collaboration 

 Six Scorpene submarines are being built under Project-75 by MDL under 
technology transfer from the Naval Group of France. 

 The first submarine, INS Kalvari, was commissioned in December 2017, the 
second INS Khanderi in September 2019, the third INS Karanj in March 
2021 and the fourth INS Vela in November 2021. 

 The Navy currently has 15 conventional and one nuclear submarine in 
service. It includes seven Russian Kilo class submarines, four German HDW 
submarines, four Scorpene class submarines and the indigenous nuclear 

ballistic missile submarine INS Arihant. 

 

 

2.Missile destroyer INS Mormugao commissioned into 

Indian Navy 

 
 The commissioning ceremony of INS Mormugao, the second of four stealth 

guided missile destroyers being built under Project-15B took place at 
Mumbai. 

 Named after the historic port city of Goa on the west coast, Mormugao, the 
ship was commissioned on the eve of the 60th anniversary of the liberation 
of Goa from Portuguese rule. 

Indigenous content 
 With over 75% indigenous content, it [INS Mormugao] is a testimony to 

India’s excellence in design and development of warships and a shining 
example of our growing indigenous defence production capabilities. The 
warship will meet the present and future needs of our country and of our 
friendly countries. 

 The 163-metre-long warship has a full-load displacement of 7,400 tonnes. 
“The overall indigenous content of the project is approximately 75%,” the 
Navy said. 
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 INS Mormugao is propelled by four powerful gas turbines capable of 
achieving speeds in excess of 30 knots, the Navy said, stating that it has 
enhanced stealth features resulting in a reduced radar cross section. 

 These ships are equipped with BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles and 
long-range surface-to-air missiles.  

 Some of the major indigenised equipment and systems aboard INS 
Mormugao include surface-to-surface and surface-to-air missiles, torpedo 
tubes and launchers, anti-submarine rocket launchers and super rapid gun 
mount, besides combat management system, integrated platform 
management system, automated power management system, foldable 
hangar doors, helo-traversing system, close-in weapon system, and bow-
mounted SONAR, the Navy said. 
Background 

 The contract for construction of four ships under Project-15B was signed in 
January 2011 at a project cost of about ₹29,643.74 crore.  

 The design of the ships has been developed in-house by the Directorate of 

Naval Design and constructed by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd., Mumbai.  
 They are a follow-on of the Kolkata class destroyers and named after major 

cities from all four corners of the country — Visakhapatnam, Mormugao, 
Imphal and Surat.  

 INS Visakhapatnam, was commissioned in 2021. INS Imphal and INS Surat 
are at various stages of outfitting and trials. 

 

 

 
 

1.India won T20 World Cup for the Blind 

 
 Centuries by Sunil Ramesh and captain Ajay Kumar Reddy guided India 

past Bangladesh by 120 runs in the final of the third T20 World Cup for the 
Blind at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium here.  

 India claimed a third successive world title. 
 Bangladesh received a cash prize of ₹1, 50,000 while India won ₹3,00,000. 

 

Sports 
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2.Deepika and Casillas showcase the FIFA World Cup 

Trophy 

 
 Bollywood actress Deepika Padukone, accompanied by Spanish goalkeeping 

legend and World Cup-winning skipper Iker Casillas, showcased the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 trophy before the final at the Lusail Stadium. 

 

3.Argentina won the FIFA World Cup 2022 

 
 Argentina defeated France 4-2 in a penalty shoot-out to win the World Cup 

for the third time. 
 Argentina captain Lionel Messi scored twice and France striker Kylian 

Mbappe scored a hat-trick as a thrilling World Cup final finished 3-3 after 
extra time at the Lusail Stadium. 

 

4.FIFA World Cup 2022 

 
 Lionel Messi won the Golden Ball for the best player at this year's World 

Cup after leading Argentina to victory in the final against France. 
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 Messi scored twice in the final in Doha, taking his tally of goals at the 
tournament to seven, and also scored in the shoot-out as Argentina beat 
France 4-2 on penalties following a 3-3 draw after extra time. 

 Kylian Mbappe came second to Messi for that award but did win the 
Golden Boot for the tournament's top scorer with eight goals. 

 Argentina’s Emiliano Martinez won the Golden Glove award while 

Enzo Fernandez won the Best Young Player award. 

 

5.Delhi to host IBA women’s worlds 2023 
 The 2023 women’s World boxing championships will take place from March 

15 to 31, 2023 as India gears up to host the biennial event for the third time. 
 Since the inception in 2001, the event has been held twice in India 

previously in 2006 and 2018, both in the capital. 
 India has also hosted the women’s youth Worlds in 2017 in Guwahati. 

 

 

 
 

1.India’s Sargam Koushal wins Mrs World 2022 title 

 
 Sargam Koushal was named Mrs World 2022, beating contestants from 63 

countries to bring the title back to India after 21 years.  
 Mrs World 2021 Shaylyn Ford of the U.S. presented the crown to Mumbai-

based Mrs. Koushal at a ceremony held at Westgate Las Vegas Resort and 
Casino.  

 

2.Rohini Nayyar prize 

 

Awards and Recognitions 
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 Sethrichem Sangtam (at right in photo), who helped triple the incomes of 
1,200 marginalised farmers in eastern Nagaland, was awarded the first 
Rohini Nayyar prize for outstanding contribution to rural development.  

 The prize was presented by NITI Ayog Vice-Chairman Suman Bery.  
 Mr. Sangtam works through his organisation Better Life Foundation. Among 

his many achievements is encouraging farmers in the region to abandon 
wasteful slash and burn cultivation and move to permanent farming.  

 The prize has been instituted by the family of the late Rohini Nayyar, an 
eminent scholar-administrator who spent much of her professional life 
working on issues related to rural development in India. 

 

3.Chhello Show,RRR song among 4 Indian Oscar entries 
 India has four entries, including Chhello Show in the best international film 

category and Naatu Naatu from the blockbuster RRR in music (original 
song), in the Oscars shortlist announced.  

 Besides the Gujarati film and the popular Telugu song, All That Breathes 

has made it to the documentary feature shortlist and The Elephant 
Whisperers in the documentary short category, the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences announced.  

 The final nominations for the 95th Academy Awards will be announced on 
January 24, 2023 and the final awards ceremony will take place in Los 
Angeles on March 12, 2023. 

 

 
 

1.Report potholes on ‘Fix My Street’ app from Jan. 1 

2023 
 The public can report potholes on the city streets to Bruhat Bengaluru 

Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) on the ‘FixMyStreet’ mobile application, which 
will be thrown open from January 1, 2023. Once ratified by a civic official, 
the app will automatically generate a work order to fill them. 

 FixMyStreet is a free and open-source software framework by mySociety 
which enables anyone to run a website for aggregating and reporting street 
problems. 

 Once people starts sending the complaint regarding potholes on the app, it 
will have to be certified by the jurisdictional assistant engineer. Once 
certified, the work order gets generated automatically.  

 In the case of major roads, it will go to the ‘Python’ contractor who has been 
entrusted with the maintenance of 182 km of arterial and sub-arterial roads. 
In case of other stretches, the work order will get sent to the hot mix plant 

 

2.MP urges Centre to develop ‘Crafts Village’ near 

Mysuru Expressway 
 Lahar Singh Siroya, BJP Rajya Sabha member, from Karnataka, raised 

concerns of the Channapatna toy industry and its artisans, and urged the 
Centre to develop a ‘Crafts Village’ on the lines of ‘Delhi Haat’ on the 
upcoming Bengaluru - Mysuru ten-lane expressway. 

 Such a ‘Crafts Village’ will not only provide a market for the local economy, 
protect the livelihood of artisans and small businesses which will be 

State News 
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impacted by the new expressway, but also showcase the rich heritage and 
culture of Mysuru region.  

 With several bypasses and flyovers along the expressway, travellers will skip 
towns like Channapatna, the ‘land of toys’ which is famous for its hand-
crafted wooden toys and handicrafts, and Bidadi, Ramanagaram and 
Maddur are popular for their local cuisines.  

 

3.9,857 deaths in 36,100 road accidents in State this 

year 
 Minister for Public Works C.C. Patil said a total of 9,857 persons had died in 

36,100 road accidents in the State during in 2022 (upto November).  
 Giving details in the Legislative Council, Mr. Patil said the number of 

persons who died in 34,647 road accidents during 2021 was 10,038.  
 In 2020, a total of 34,178 road accidents had claimed 9,760 lives while the 

40,658 road accidents during 2019 had claimed 10,958 lives.  

 A total of 942 black spots had been identified across the State. 

 

4.Keshava Murthy, gamaka exponent, passes away 

 
 H.R. Keshava Murthy, senior gamaka exponent who was honoured with the 

Padma Shri in early 2022, passed away at his residence at Hosahalli in 
Shivamogga taluk. 

 Mr. Keshava Murthy was born in a family of gamaka artists. He had his 
initial training from his father, Ramaswamy Shastry. He continued his 
studies under the guidance of Venkateshaiah. 

 Over the decades, he presented hundreds of programmes and trained many 
students. He publicised noted Kannada epics through his performances. 

 He had been honoured with many awards, including Shantala Natya Shri 
award, by the State government and different cultural organisations. 

 

5.LS passes Bill to extend ST status to Betta-Kuruba 
 The Lok Sabha passed the Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Fourth 

Amendment) Bill, 2022 to include Betta-Kuruba on the Scheduled Tribes list 
of Karnataka as a synonym for the already categorised Kadu-Kuruba tribe in 

the State. 
 The Bill was passed through voice vote after a discussion during which most 

members, including MPs from the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, while 
supporting the Amendment, insisted that the government consider bringing 
a comprehensive Bill to include all such communities left out of the list 
instead of bringing legislation one by one. 
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6.‘Panel’s report on boundary is final’ 
 Taking a firm stand on the boundary dispute, both the Houses of the 

Karnataka legislature are set to adopt a resolution indicating that the 
dispute with Maharashtra is a “settled issue” and that Mahajan Commission 
report is the final word on boundary. 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai agreed to a suggestion to this effect made 
by the Opposition during a debate on the boundary row in the Legislative 
Assembly.  

 The resolution is expected to be adopted when the Chief Minister would reply 
to the debate. 
Mahajan Commission report on the Maharashtra-Karnataka border 

dispute 

 
 The Mahajan Commission was set up by the Central Government with 

representatives from both the states in 1966.  
 The Commission, led by former Chief Justice of India Mehr Chand Mahajan, 

submitted its report in August 1967. 
 The committee recommended that 264 villages shall be transferred to 

Maharashtra. This included some village in Haliyal, Karwar and Suparna 
Taluks as well. On the other hand, Belgaum and 247 villages were to remain 
with Karnataka. 

 The report was refuted by both Kerala and Maharashtra. Kerala on the other 
hand, refused to hand over Kasaragod to Karnataka. 
Maharashtra’s claim 

 Maharashtra claims all the 814 villages and the Belgaum city. Maharashtra 

invokes Article 131 (b) in the Supreme Court to justify its claim.  
 The case is still pending in front of the supreme court. According to Article 

131 of the Constitution, the SC shall have original jurisdiction in any 
dispute between the state governments or between the state governments 
and the Government of India. 
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7.Start-up policy gets Cabinet nod 
 The Cabinet approved the Karnataka Start-up Policy, 2022-27, which 

proposes to establish 50 new-age innovation network centres – 35 in 
IT/electronics and 15 in bio-technology institutions of higher learning 
outside Bengaluru Urban district.  

 Karnataka formulated the first start-up policy in 2015. 
Details 

 Through the policy, the government has rolled out programmes with the 
objective of supporting start-ups in their business life cycle.  

 The policy was formulated with the aim of positioning Karnataka as the 
‘Champion State’ for start-ups and aims to stimulate the growth of 25,000 
start-ups, and further increase the number of high-growth start-ups by 
2027.  

 The policy makes provisions for support of ₹5 lakh per student project, for a 

maximum of 10 projects in a year, for a period of three years, and annual 
financial support of up to ₹12 lakh towards operational expenditure per 

NAIN centre. 
Women entrepreneurs 

 For promoting women entrepreneurs beyond Bengaluru, a venture capital 
fund would be set up by earmarking 25% of the ₹100 crore venture capital 
fund for start-ups by women. 

 The policy aims at identifying, supporting and nurturing start-ups from 
Kalyan Karnataka region; establishment of Rural Innovation Centre with a 
funding support of ₹15 crore at a government academic institution set up 

beyond Bengaluru. 

 

8.Sahitya Akademi award for Chinnaswamy 

 
 Mudnakudu Chinnaswamy has won the Sahitya Akademi award for 2022 

in the Kannada category for his work Bahutvada Bhaarata Mattu 

Bouddha Taatvikate. 
 The book is a collection of essays focusing on plurality and diversity of India, 

the challenges to them and Buddhist thought. The thoughts expressed in the 
book are very relevant today. 

 The prize in the translation category has been given to Sita Ramayanada 
Sachitra Maru Kathana by Padmaraj Dandavati, brought to Kannada from 
the English original Sita: An illustrated retelling of Ramayana by Devdutt 
Pattanaik. 

 Awards were announced for original works in 23 languages and 17 
translations. The awards will be presented shortly in New Delhi, a release 
stated. 
Sahitya Akademi award  
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 The Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honour in India, which the Sahitya 
Akademi, India's National Academy of Letters, annually confers on writers of 
the most outstanding books of literary merit published in any of the 22 
languages of the 8th Schedule to the Indian constitution as well as in 
English and Rajasthani language. 

 Established in 1954, the award comprises a plaque and a cash prize of ₹ 

1,00,000.  The award's purpose is to recognise and promote excellence in 
Indian writing and also acknowledge new trends. 

 

9.Street vendors’ Bill passed 
 The Legislative Assembly passed the Karnataka Stamp (Fourth Amendment) 

Bill, 2022, to give effect to the proposal made in the State Budget 2022-23 to 
remit the stamp duty on loan agreements executed by the street vendors 
under the scheme PM SVANidhi (PM Street Vendors’ Atmanirbhar Nidhi). 

 There is no expenditure involved in the legislative measure. The Bill said the 
government in the public interest would remit the stamp duty payable on 

loan agreements executed by the street vendors under the scheme to PM 
SVANidhi. 
PM SVANidhi (PM Street Vendors’ Atmanirbhar Nidhi) 

 Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs launched a scheme PM Street Vendor's 
AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) to empower Street Vendors by not only 
extending loans to them, but also for their holistic development and 
economic upliftment.  

 ||| The scheme intends to facilitate collateral free working capital loans of 
up to INR10,000/- of one-year tenure, to approximately 50 lakh street 
vendors, to help resume their businesses in the urban areas, including 
surrounding peri-urban/rural areas 

 

10.Hindu nationalist Savarkar’s portrait unveiled in 
Suvarna Vidhana Soudha 

 
 On the first day of the Winter Session in Belagavi, a portrait of Hindu 

nationalist V D Savarkar, was unveiled in the Assembly hall of the Suvarna 
Vidhana Soudha. 
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar 

 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar also commonly known as Veer Savarkar (28 May 
1883 – 26 February 1966), was an Indian politician, activist, and writer. 

 Savarkar developed the Hindu nationalist political ideology of Hindutva while 
imprisoned at Ratnagiri in 1922. He was a leading figure in the Hindu 
Mahasabha. He started using the honorific prefix Veer meaning "brave" since 
he wrote his autobiography. 

 Savarkar joined the Hindu Mahasabha and popularized the term Hindutva 
(Hinduness), previously coined by Chandranath Basu, to create a collective 
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"Hindu" identity as an essence of Bharat (India). Savarkar was an atheist but 
a pragmatic practitioner of Hindu philosophy. 

 During India's struggle for freedom, a secret society, the Abhinav Bharat 
Society, was founded by Vinayak Savarkar and his brother in 1904. When 
he was studying Law in England, he became one of the members of 
revolutionary institutions like India House and the Free India Society. 

 In 1911, Savarkar was sentenced to 50 years in the cellular jail of 
Andamans, also known as Kala Pani for revolting against the Morley-Minto 
reforms (Indian Councils Act 1909). After several mercy petitions for not 
participating in politics, he was released in 1924. 

 Serving as the president of the Hindu Mahasabha political party, he opposed 
the Quit India movement in 1942. He was a critic of the Indian National 
Congress and its acceptance of India's partition. 

 After his release from jail, he worked on the abolishment of untouchability in 
Ratnagiri. 

 In his book 'The History of the War of Indian Independence', he analysed the 

circumstances of 1857 uprising. It was via this book that Savarkar became 
one the first writers to call for India's first war for independence against the 
British. 

 The airport at Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar's capital was renamed Veer 
Savarkar International Airport in 2002.  

 'Barrister Savarkar' was the first biography of Savarkar under the pen name 
Chitragupta and the second edition by Veer Savarkar Prakashan.  

 In 1964, he felt that his goal of independent India was achieved and he 
declared his wish to attain Samadhi. He started a hunger strike on February 
1, 1966, and passed away on February 26, 1966. 

 

11.Fix glitches in e-Aasthi in month's time, Kageri tells 

ministers 
 Urban Development Minister Byrathi Basavaraj and Municipal 

Administration Minister MTB Nagaraj assured the Assembly that the 
technical glitches plaguing the e-Aasthi software, a property record 
management system, would be resolved in a month's time. 
e-Aasthi software  

 Aasthi Project aims to digitise property documents. 
 With the implementation of E-aasthi, updating different property 

transactions, such as sale, inheritance, partition, gift, will, land acquisition, 
khata amalgamation/ bifurcation can be done easily, without having to visit 
the BBMP offices.  

 Since it is an end-to-end app, the E-Aasthi system was linked to property tax 
records under GIS-enabled Property Tax Information System (GEPTIS). 

 Significance of E-Aasthi:  
o Sanitises revenue records 
o Bring in transparency and accountability in land transactions 
o Stamps out illegal transactions and cutting out middlemen. 
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1.Good governance beyond motherhood and apple pie 
 “So, they [the government] go on in strange paradox, decided only to be 

undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all-
powerful for impotency,” said Sir Winston Churchill on governance. Bb.     

 Churchill’s definition of (bad) governance is applicable even 100 years after 
he spoke so sagaciously. 
Initiatives to achieve Good Governance 

 First, the government (thanks to the stellar work of economist Bibek Debroy) 
has repealed an estimated 2,000 Acts, statuettes and subordinate legislation 
which include dozens of Appropriation acts, the Excise Act 1863, Foreign 
Recruiting Act 1874, Elephants Preservation Act 1879, and Bengal Districts 
Act, 1836 to name just a few. There is a long way to go, especially for State 
governments, where such obsolete laws are often tools for rent seeking. 

 Another possible small step towards good governance is the DigiLocker (an 
integral part of the India stack) now has more than five billion documents 
and 100 million users. Likewise, the Union and State governments can set 
up enterprise DigiLockers to store all documents that any small or large 
business is expected to possess (Pan card, GSTN number, Aadhaar card, 
bank account details, etc.).  

o Karnataka has implemented KUTUMBA (family beneficiary database), 
FRUITS (Farmer Registration and Unified beneficiary Information 
System), SVAMITVA (drone-based property and land mapping, or 
Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised Technology in 
Village Areas) and GraamaOne (single point assistance centre for 
citizen centric activities at panchayat level), all leading to more good 
governance. 

 The use of technology is critical in engendering good governance. Some 
examples abound in Government already, and many more are possible. 
There are startups such as Avantari and Rephrase.ai which use artificial 
intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML) to create “mass personalization” 
in advertising and communication. Imagine the Prime Minister or a Chief 
Minister addressing every citizen of his constituency by name and having a 
personalised message about the various welfare schemes. Or a Chief 
Minister inviting the Top Fortune 500 CEOs by name and with a specific 
incentive about their industry, to invest in his State. All this is happening 
with AI-augmented videos. 
Role of Citizens 

 Lastly, everyone aspires for a better standard of living and life — this is as 
universal as the sun rising in the East. I can bet there is no one in India who 
does not want the quality of health care that is there in Scandinavia or the 
United States. However, India’s tax to GDP ratio hovers around 11%-12% as 
against 45% in the U.S. One is not aware of a single Budget meeting where 
any industry association or leader would say tax us more in national interest 
and use the funds to improve primary health care in the country. Everyone 
says, leave me alone, but tax my neighbour. So, where should the Indian 

Mains 

Polity and Governance 
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government find resources for providing U.S.-like health care with India-like 
taxes? Good governance is also the responsibility of enlightened citizens who 
should give some thought to complex trade-offs like these and not just only 
demand good governance but also contribute to it. 
Way Forward 

 In sum, India has made a lot of progress on good governance beyond 
motherhood, but it is an endless journey; not a one-off destination to be 
reached. As India enters its good governance week (December 19-25, 2022), 
we can be satisfied that we will soon prove Churchill wrong. 

 

2.India’s crushing court backlogs, out-of-the box reform 
 Two important voices have weighed in recently on delays in the justice 

delivery system. 
 The Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud stated that increasing the 

number of judges will not demolish the perennial problem of pendency, and 
that it is difficult enough now to find good High Court judge material.  

 Sushil Kumar Modi, Chairman of Parliament’s Standing Committee on Law 
and Justice has called for out-of-the-box thinking to solve the problem.  
Suggestions 

 We have difficulty in finding good talent to be appointed as judges of the 
High Court, but year after year we see the spectacle of large numbers of 
experienced and fine judges retiring from the High Courts because they have 
reached the age of 62. Many have several good years of work left in them 
which goes waste, much like the richest sediment on river banks getting 
washed out to sea. All that needs to be done is to continue them with pay 
and perquisites, and we would have kept the best for their last run of 
service. 

 Extend the out-of-box thinking and bring back retired Supreme Court judges 
to hear admission of Special Leave Petitions. These are appeals filed in 
hundreds every week against all kinds of orders of lower courts and 
tribunals across the length and the breadth of the country. They are the 
biggest clog to justice in the Supreme Court (SC) because they take away 
half the time of the country’s senior most judges in just reading these 
mountainous files to decide which minute fraction to hear and dismiss the 
rest. This will enable the current judges to take up important cases in 
adequate Bench strength and composition. 
Strengthen online justice and mediation 

 Cultivate online justice. The courts responded splendidly to the COVID-19 
shutdown by harnessing online facilities, and, pretty soon, judges and 
lawyers were quite well-versed in this new medium and welcomed its ease 
and flexibility. The environment too must have been relieved to be saved of 
carbon footprint. Enabling these ad hoc judges to work online from home 
with minimum support staff is an excellent harness of human and 
technology resources. 

 Lastly, employ mediation. As a method of dispute resolution, it is far 

superior to litigation in cases where it can be applied. Those cover a wide 
range, from personal and matrimonial to civil and commercial and property 
disputes.  

 Now, most mediation centres have a success rate of over 50%, several much 
more. It costs much less, takes a fraction of the time litigation does, brings 
about settlements which all sides can agree to, eliminates appeals, is easy to 
enforce if necessary, and respects and restores relationships. 
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1.A new global biodiversity framework 
 The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), the United Nations agreement 

to conserve and sustainably use earth’s biodiversity, got a boost at a 
conference held in Montreal recently, when 188 of 196 member governments 
agreed on a new framework to halt the sharp and steady loss of biological 
species.  

 These governments, supported by the U.S. and the Vatican, who are not 
party to the Convention, adopted the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) that sets out four goals for 2050, and 23 targets for 2030, 
to save existing biodiversity and ensure that 30% of degraded terrestrial, 
inland water, coastal and marine ecosystems come under effective 
restoration. 

Importance of Biodiversity 
 Often called the web of life, biodiversity signifies the variety of species on 

earth, which are all connected and sustain the balance of ecosystems, 
enabling humans to coexist. They interact with the environment to perform a 
host of functions.  

 The CBD states that only about 1.75 million species have so far been 
identified, including numerous insects, while there may be some 13 million 
species. 

 Some familiar ecosystem services rendered by diverse living forms, of which 
plants and animals are the most visible, include  

o Providing humans with food, fuel, fibre, shelter, building materials, 
air and water purification,  

o Stabilisation of climate,  
o Pollination of plants including those used in agriculture, and  
o Moderating the effects of flood, drought, extreme temperatures and 

wind.  
 A disruption of these produces severe impacts such as failed agriculture, 

aberrant climate patterns and cascading losses of species that accelerate the 
degradation of earth. 

 According to the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), a quarter of the plants and animals it 
assessed for the 2019 Global Biodiversity Outlook are threatened, which 
translates to about one million species facing extinction.  
Kunming-Montreal pact  

 The agreement to implement the GBF was pushed through on December 18 
by the Chinese conference presidency and host Canada.  

 It sets out targets for 2030 on  
o Protection for degraded areas,  
o Resource mobilisation for conservation,  

o Compensation for countries that preserve biodiversity,  
o Halting human activity linked to species extinction,  
o Reducing by half the spread of invasive alien species (introduced 

plants and animals that affect endemic biodiversity),  
o Cutting pollution to non-harmful levels and  
o Minimising climate change impact and ocean acidification, among 

others. 

Environment and Ecology 
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 The GBF goals and targets do not prohibit the use of biodiversity, but call for 
sustainable use, and a sharing of benefits from genetic resources.  

 Target five specifically states that the use, harvesting and trade in wild 
species should be “sustainable, safe and legal, preventing overexploitation, 
minimising impacts on non-target species and ecosystems...and reducing 
the risk of pathogen spillover...”  

 The GBF emphasises respect for the rights of indigenous communities that 
traditionally protect forests and biodiversity, and their involvement in 
conservation efforts. It advocates similar roles for women and local 
communities. 

 Adopt biodiversity-supporting methods such as agroecology and sustainable 
intensification. 

 One target also looks at turning cities into hosts of biodiversity, by 
expanding the area of and improving the quality and access to urban green 
and blue spaces.  
Challenges to protecting biodiversity 

 The major challenge to protecting and expanding biodiversity conservation is 
the use of GDP as the chief determinant of development. The economist 
says in the Dasgupta Review report that GDP is based on a faulty 
application of economics that excludes “depreciation of assets” like nature 
which is degraded by relentless extraction of resources. He calls for 
appreciation of nature, and measuring “inclusive wealth”, which captures 
not just financial and produced capital but also human, social and natural 
capital. 

 The UN’s effort to measure wealth more broadly through its “Inclusive 
Wealth” (IW) report showed in 2018 that although 135 countries did better 
on inclusive wealth in 2014 compared to 1990, the global GDP growth rate 
considerably outpaced IW: an average of 1.8% per year for IW compared to 
3.4% for GDP per year during the period. 
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