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 Polity and Governance 

1. Fighting the menace of online gambling 
2. Expedite classification of nomadic tribes in quota lists, panel tells 

Centre 
3. Delhi HC verdict on ‘Rooh Afza’ trademark 
4. CAG audit report on Assam’s NRC 
5. Norms to rank cities based on financial governance launched 
6. Jan Vishwas Bill, 2022 

 Economy 
1. Videocon-Chanda Kochhar case 
2. Core sector output rises 5.4% in uneven recovery 

 International Relations 
1. India-Australia FTA to aid rise in exports of apparel: AEPC 
2. G-20 campaigns for online safety, digital innovation unveiled 
3. India, Saudi Arabia discuss treaty on mutual assistance for criminal 

investigations 
4. Iran holds military drill near strategic Strait of Hormuz 
5. India abstains from voting on UN resolution on Israel 

 Culture 
1. Srimukhalingam temple may be added in UNESCO list 

 Environment and Ecology 
1. CPCB report shows fewer polluted river stretches, but worst ones 

remain unchanged 
2. Elephant showers, viewing screens found in school at elephant 

corridor during inspection in Nilgiris 
3. Shrimp farms, mangroves to coexist in the Sundarbans 

 Science and Technology 
1. ‘Green hydrogen may get $2 bn incentive’ 
2. IAF test-fires extended range BrahMos cruise missile 
3. First mitochondrial transplant in six children shows promise 

 Health 
1. India’s bid to beat cervical cancer. 
2. What is the proposal to ban the sale of single cigarettes? 

 Important Days 

1. Good Governance Day -2022 

 Sports News 
1. Savitha Shri, 15, wins World rapid bronze on debut 
2. Arshdeep shortlisted for Emerging Cricketer of the Year Award 

 Obituaries 
1. Journalist M.S. Prabhakara passes away 
2. Pele passes away 
3. Veteran Indian translator and writer Janaki Ballabh dies in Beijing at 

age 94 

 State News 
1. Reddy launches party; to contest polls from Gangavati 
2. Modi to inaugurate National Youth Festival in Dharwad 
3. IISc. to be secretariat for Science 20 

December 4th Week Current Affairs 
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4. Congress leaders seek stern action against moral policing 
5. Karnataka passes Bill for new traffic authority 
6. 22-year-old forced into Devadasi system rescued in Koppal; three held 
7. Deshpande gets ‘Best Legislator-2022’ award 
8. ‘Don’t unilaterally accept Sadashiva Commission recommendations’ 
9. CWC accepts DPRs of much-awaited Kalasa-Banduri drinking water 

scheme 
10. Outreach programme to turn students into eco-volunteers 
11. One BF.7.4 infection found in Bengaluru 

 Mains 
1. Delegated law should not travel beyond purview of parent Act: SC 
2. Study shows T.N. is worst performing in RTI responsiveness 
3. Most Union government offices likely to go fully digital soon 
4. India must build awareness on population control 
5. Women break new ground in MGNREGS 
6. State’s revenue and GST collections have shown robust growth: 

Review 
7. The Karnataka-Maharashtra border row 
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1. Fighting the menace of online gambling 
 Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi has chosen to remain silent on the 

fate of the Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Online Gambling and Regulation 
of Online Games Bill even four weeks after the Ordinance on the same 
subject lapsed.  

 There are several pieces of legislation awaiting the Governor’s 
clearance, but the Bill in question is different from the rest. An 
ordinance to prohibit online gambling and regulate online games in 

Tamil Nadu was promulgated on October 1, 2022. On October 19, 
2022, the State Assembly adopted the Bill and sent it to the Governor 

for consent. 
 Many even suggested that the DMK regime issue an executive order 

under Article 162 of the Constitution to prohibit online gambling. 

 Meanwhile, deaths by suicide attributed to online gambling continue 
to take place in Tamil Nadu. As per an official estimate, in the last one 

and a half years, 32 persons died by suicide and there was one case of 
murder. The State government says the deaths can be attributed to 
online gaming and there are no deaths by suicide on account of offline 

gaming. 
Misleading Advertisement 

 As the government continues to wait, reports say there is a spike in 

messages or advertisements on mobile phones, tempting people to 
take to online gambling. Some link this to the lapse of the ordinance 

on November 27. 
 While the Bill is pending with the Governor, there are other legal 

provisions that can be invoked to protect people from falling prey to 

misleading advertisements. M. Somasundaram, a consumer activist, 
contends that the matter can be taken to the Central Consumer 
Protection Authority (CCPA), which notified six months ago guidelines 

regarding the prevention of false or misleading advertisements and 
making endorsements. 

 Though the norms have been issued, keeping in mind the sensitivity 
and vulnerability of children to advertisements, an aggrieved person 
can approach the CCPA if he or she regards any advertisement on 

online games as misleading.  
 After all, the guidelines aim to protect consumers’ interest by bringing 

in more transparency and clarity in the way advertisements are 
published. For violation of the guidelines, the CCPA has been 
empowered to impose penalties. 

 According to Section 21 of the Consumer Protection Act, the CCPA can 
impose a penalty of up to ₹10 lakh on manufacturers, advertisers and 
endorsers for any misleading advertisement.  

 
 

Polity and Governance 
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2. Expedite classification of nomadic tribes in quota lists, panel tells 
Centre 

 The parliamentary panel on Social Justice and Empowerment has 
pulled up the Union government over the “very slow” process to 

categorise over 260 denotified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes 
under the SC/ST/OBC lists.  

 Government officials have pointed out that this has delayed the 

approval of benefits under the SEED (Scheme for Economic 
Empowerment of DNTs) launched in February 2022 . 

 After the government said that the work was proceeding and would be 

finished by 2022, the panel said the process was still very slow. It 
added, “Delay in locating them would increase their suffering and they 

would not be able to get benefit of the prevailing schemes meant for 
the welfare of SC/STs.” 
Background 

 The scheme was launched by Union Social Justice Minister Virendra 
Kumar, with the aim of providing free competitive exam coaching, 

health insurance, housing assistance, and livelihood initiatives.  
 An amount of ₹200 crore has been allocated for this scheme — to be 

spent over five years from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

 
3. Delhi HC verdict on ‘Rooh Afza’ trademark 
 The manufacturers of the beverage ‘Rooh Afza’ moved an appeal in the 

Delhi High Court seeking an interim injunction against Sadar 
Laboratories Pvt. Ltd. for their product ‘Dil Afza’ 

 A Division Bench cited common words in the labels and similar words 
that can be used in conjunction as it ruled in favour of Hamdard 
National Foundation (India), the makers of ‘Rooh Afza’ 

 The court also said that as the product is a low-priced consumable 
item, “the average customer would not deliberate on the details of the 
product as one would do while taking a high-value investment 

decision”. 
Trademark 

 A trademark is a distinctive sign or indicator used by a business 
organization to distinguish its products or services from those of other 
entities.  

 It serves as a badge of origin exclusively identifying a particular 
business as a source of goods or services.  

 Trademark infringement is the unauthorised usage of a sign that is 
identical or deceptively similar to a registered trademark. 
What is a strong trademark? 

 A mark is said to be strong when it is well-known and has acquired a 
high degree of goodwill. The degree of the protection of any trademark 
changes with the strength of the mark; the stronger the mark, the 

higher the requirement to protect it.  
 Rooh Afza requires more protection as it is more likely to be subjected 

to piracy by those who seek to draw an undue advantage of its 
goodwill”, the judgment said. 
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4. CAG audit report on Assam’s NRC 
 A recent Comptroller and Auditor-General of India (CAG) report on the 

update exercise of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam 
has flagged serious irregularities, including “haphazard development” 

of software for the exercise, making it prone to data tampering, and 
flagged undue profits worth crores amassed by the system integrator 
(SI) by violating the Minimum Wages Act.  

 The auditor flagged concerns in a compliance report of ‘logistical 
arrangements for NRC update project in Assam’ tabled in the Assam 
Assembly on December 24 2022. 
What is the NRC exercise? 

 An NRC was first created in 1951 in Assam to identify those born in 

India and migrants from erstwhile East Pakistan, now Bangladesh.  
 In 2013, the Supreme Court issued directions to the Centre and State 

to initiate an exercise in Assam to update the 1951 register. The order 

was based on a petition filed by an NGO named Assam Public Works.  
 The first draft was released in 2018. The final list, published in 2019, 

included those who could establish their Indian citizenship by being 
residents or descendants of people living in Assam before March 25, 
1971 — the cut-off date for deportation of foreigners as per the Assam 

Accord of August 1985.  
 As many as 19.06 lakh people out of 3.3 crore applicants were 

excluded due to a lack of adequate documents to prove their 

citizenship. Several parties dismissed the final list as “faulty”.  
 Three years later, the process is on pause as the Registrar General of 

India (RGI) is yet to notify the final list. 
Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) 

 Article 148 provides for an independent office of the (CAG of India). 

 He is the head of the Indian Audit and Accounts Department and 
Guardian of the public purse and controls the entire financial system 
of the country 

 The CAG is appointed by the president of India by a warrant under his 
hand and seal. 

 He holds office for a period of six years or up to 65 years. 
 He can be removed by the president on the same grounds and in the 

same manner as a judge of the Supreme Court ( Parliament - Special 

majority) and also by submitting resignation to the president. 
Functions 

 Auditing the accounts related to all expenditure drawn from the 
Consolidated Fund of India, consolidated fund of every state and 
consolidated fund of every union territory having a Legislative 

Assembly. 
 Audit of all expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the 

Public Account of India as well as the contingency funds and the 

public accounts of states. 
 Audit of all trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance 

sheets and other subsidiary accounts of any department of the 
Central Government and state governments. 
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 Auditing the receipts and expenditure of the Government of India and 
each state to ensure that the rules and procedures in that regard are 

designed to secure an effective check on the assessment, collection 
and proper allocation of revenue. 

 Submitting audit reports relating to the accounts of the Central 
Government to the President, who shall, in turn, place them before 
both the Houses of Parliament (Article 151). 

 Submitting audit reports relating to the accounts of a state 
government to the Governor, who shall, in turn, place them before the 
state legislature (Article 151). 

 The CAG submits three audit reports to the President: 
o Audit Report on Appropriation Accounts 

o Audit Report on Finance Accounts 
o Audit Report on Public Undertakings 

 

5. Norms to rank cities based on financial governance launched 
 The Union government launched guidelines for a new finance-based 

ranking of cities, which would evaluate urban units on 15 key 
parameters, including resource mobilisation, expenditure performance 
and fiscal governance.  

 A separate ranking will also evaluate cities on beautification. 
 The rankings are aimed at motivating city and State officials to 

implement municipal financial reforms. 

 India has embarked on the most ambitious plan for urban 
rejuvenation undertaken anywhere in the world. A healthy sense of 

competition gives the best performing cities a sense of pride,” Minister 
for Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation Hardeep Singh Puri said.  

 A ‘City Beauty Competition’ initiative was also launched to rank cities 

on accessibility and aesthetics. 
 

6. Jan Vishwas Bill, 2022 

 The Jan Vishwas Bill, 2022, (Bill) was tabled in the Parliament with 
the objective of “decriminalising” 183 offences across 42 legislations 

and enhancing the ease of living and doing business in India. 
 However, the Bill either omits penal provisions or replaces them with 

fines in legislations such as the Air Act, Environment Protection Act, 

Forest Act, Drugs and Cosmetics Acts, Cinematograph Act, Patents 
Act among others. 

 An examination of the provisions of the Bill reveals that stress has 
been on the replacement of imprisonment clauses with fines. This can 
hardly be termed as ‘decriminalisation’. 
The way ahead 

 The intent of the Bill is merely to ensure that imprisonment is 
replaced with fines for as many offences as possible. The extent to 

which it succeeds in ‘decriminalising’ offences, however, is 
questionable.  

 If these faults are to be rectified, it is pertinent that a more 
comprehensive exercise is undertaken and that the government 
prioritises the needs and requirements of the criminal justice system. 
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1. Videocon-Chanda Kochhar case 
 Recently the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) arrested private 

lender ICICI Bank’s former Managing Director and Chief Executive 
Officer (MD & CEO) Chanda Kochhar along with her husband, Deepak 
Kochhar.  

 This was in a case pertaining to fraudulent disbursal of loans 
amounting to ₹1,875 crore between 2009-11 to the Videocon group of 
companies, during her tenure at the helm of the private lender. The 

CBI also arrested Videocon promoter Venugopal Dhoot. 
What is the case about?   

 Ms. Kochhar is accused of conspiring with her husband to abuse her 
powers at the helm of the private lender for extending loans to the 
Videocon Group.  

 Between June 2009 and October 2011, ICICI Bank had sanctioned six 
high value loans to varied companies owned by Videocon.  

 The financial transactions resulted in wrongful loss to the private 
lender. Further, they were in violation of the credit (extending) policy 
and were later deemed to be non-performing assets (NPAs) for the 

lender.  
 On August 26, 2009, the private lender sanctioned Rupee Term Loan 

(RTL) of ₹300 crore (of which ₹283.45 crore was eventually disbursed) 

to Videocon. The loan was disbursed on September 7. It was on the 
very next day that Mr. Dhoot transferred ₹64 crore to NuPower 

Renewables Ltd (NRL) managed by Mr. Kochhar. 
 The ₹64 crore in question, thus, is being alleged to be part of a 

reciprocal arrangement between Mr. Kochhar and Mr. Dhoot. 

 
2. Core sector output rises 5.4% in uneven recovery 

 

Economy 
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 The output growth of India’s eight core sectors rebounded to 5.4% in 
November 2022 from a revised estimate of a 0.9% uptick in October, 

the slowest in 20 months.  
 This was despite the fact that overall production levels in November 

2022 remained the same as in the previous month. 
 Cement output recovered sharply from a 4.3% contraction in October 

2022 to jump 28.6% in November 2022, while coal and electricity 

production levels accelerated to rise 12.3% and 12.1%, respectively. 
 Steel output grew at the fastest pace in six months at 10.8%, but 

production levels were 2.35% lower than in October 2022. Fertilizer 

production grew 6.4% from the November 2021 level. 
 However, the recovery in these sectors was offset by a continued dip in 

crude oil, natural gas and refinery output. Refinery products hit a 21-
month nadir, contracting 9.3% in November, compared to a 3.1% fall 
in October. 

 Crude oil output contracted for the sixth successive month, while 
natural gas production dropped 0.7%, marking the fifth consecutive 

month of contraction. 
Core Sector Growth 

 The main or the key industries constitute the core sectors of an 

economy. In India, there are eight sectors that are considered the core 
sectors. The eight-core sectors of the Indian economy are electricity, 
steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, cement, natural gas and 

fertilizers. 
  These sectors have a major impact on the Indian economy and 

significantly affect most other industries as well.  
 The eight industries have a combined share of 40.27 percent in the 

Index of Industrial Production (IIP), which gives the growth rates of 

different industry groups in a specified period. 
Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

 Index of Industrial Production data or IIP as it is commonly called is 

an index that tracks manufacturing activity in different sectors of an 
economy.  

 The IIP number measures the industrial production for the period 
under review, usually a month, as against the reference period.  

 IIP is a key economic indicator of the manufacturing sector of the 

economy.  
IIP Index Components: 

 Electricity, crude oil, coal, cement, steel, refinery products, natural 
gas, and fertilisers are the eight core industries that comprise about 
40 percent of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial 

Production. Mining, manufacturing, and electricity are the three broad 
sectors in which IIP constituents fall. 

 IIP data is compiled and published by CSO every month. 
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1. India-Australia FTA to aid rise in exports of apparel: AEPC 
 Customs duty advantage under the India-Australia free trade 

agreement (FTA) will aid Indian apparel exporters in getting better 
market access in that country, AEPC said. 

 Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC) Vice Chairman Sudhir 

Sekhri said Australia is the largest importer of garments in the 
southern hemisphere. While China’s share in import of apparel into 
Australia is more than 70% , India’s share is less than 5%. 
India-Australia free trade agreement (FTA)  

 The free trade agreement (FTA) between India and Australia will help 

boost bilateral trade in goods and services to cross USD 70 billion in 
the next five years, according to economic think tank GTRI. 

 The India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 

(ECTA) has come into force from December 29, 2022. 
 This is 93 percent of merchandise trade of USD 25 billion in 2021-22 

between India and Australia.  
 Under the agreement, Australia is allowing duty-free import of all 

Indian products. Key gainers will be India's labour-intensive exports. 

Duty on these will decrease from the current four-five per cent to zero. 
 These goods include textiles, apparel, footwear, furniture, sports 

goods, jewellery, machinery, railway wagons, and medicines. 

 The onus is now on the Indian industry to translate this advantage 
into increase in exports. 

 Coal accounts for three-fourths of Indian imports from Australia. LNG, 
alumina, and manganese are other vital imports. 

 The Indian power sector will gain from cheaper coal and domestic 

factories will gain from cheaper minerals and intermediates. 
 

2. G-20 campaigns for online safety, digital innovation unveiled 

 Inviting the world to make use of the ‘India Stack’ (India’s set of open 
APIs and digital public goods) and announcing that India would soon 

also similarly open up its telecom stack, Union Minister of Electronics 
and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw launched the ‘Stay 
Safe Online’ campaign and the Digital Innovation Alliance (DIA) 

programme.  

 These were lauded by G-20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant as among the first-

ever programmes to be launched worldwide as a G-20 initiative. 
 At the launch, Secretary, Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY), Alkesh Kumar Sharma, said that the DIA is meant 

to “unite the innovation ecosystems” of G-20 countries and nine 
invitee countries to recognise and support start-ups developing 
innovative digital solutions. 

 The DIA programme will have 174 start-ups from member countries 
with invitee countries sending in entries for digital solutions in six key 

International Relations 
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sectors, which will be showcased at a three-day event in Bengaluru in 
August 2023. 

 The ‘Stay Safe Online’ campaign aims to raise awareness about 
cyber risks and the need for cyber hygiene in an increasingly 

digitising world. 

 
3. India, Saudi Arabia discuss treaty on mutual assistance for 

criminal investigations 
 India and Saudi Arabia are in talks to sign a Mutual Legal Assistance 

Treaty (MLAT) to obtain formal assistance from each other in 

investigations related to criminal cases. 
 Saudi Arabia is only among a dozen other countries that does not 

have either an MLAT or any other bilateral agreement with India to 
facilitate such investigations.  

 India has so far signed MLATs with 45 countries, and is also in talks 

to finalise MLATs with Italy and Germany. 
 According to the Union Home Ministry, an MLAT is “a mechanism 

whereby countries cooperate with one another in order to provide and 
obtain formal assistance in prevention, suppression, investigation and 
prosecution of crime to ensure that the criminals do not escape or 

sabotage the due process of law for want of evidence available in 
different countries”. 

 Signing of the treaty would help in getting a conviction for an accused 

in a court of law, based on evidence gathered through the mutual 
agreement.  

 MLATs are used to send a formal request for investigation in foreign 
countries for collection of evidence, examination of witness and 
execution of orders of attachment and confiscation of assets. 

 
4. Iran holds military drill near strategic Strait of Hormuz 

 
 Iran’s military kicked off its annual drill in the coastal area of the Gulf 

of Oman and near the strategic Strait of Hormuz even as the 
authorities continue their crackdown on anti-government protests.  
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 The strait is located at the mouth of the Persian Gulf and is crucial to 
global energy supplies. 

 
5. India abstains from voting on UN resolution on Israel 

 
 India has abstained from voting in the UN General Assembly on a 

resolution that asked the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for its 

opinion on the legal consequences of Israel’s “prolonged occupation” 
and annexation of the Palestinian territory. 
Details 

 The draft resolution “Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including 

East Jerusalem” was adopted, with 87 votes in favour, 26 against and 
53 abstentions, including by India. 

 The resolution decided to request the ICJ to “render an advisory 

opinion” on “what are the legal consequences arising from the ongoing 
violation by Israel of the right of the Palestinian people to self-

determination, from its prolonged occupation, settlement and 
annexation of the Palestinian territory that was occupied since 1967, 
including measures aimed at altering the demographic composition, 

character and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, and from its 
adoption of related discriminatory legislation and measures.” 
Another Resolution 

 It also asked the Assembly “how do the policies and practices of 
Israel… affect the legal status of the occupation, and what are the 

legal consequences that arise for all States and the United Nations 
from this status?”  

 The U.S. and Israel voted against the resolution while Brazil, Japan, 

Myanmar and France were among those that abstained. 
 However Israel said no international body can decide that the Jewish 

people are “occupiers” in their own homeland. Any decision from a 
judicial body which receives its mandate from the morally bankrupt 
and politicised UN is completely illegitimate.” 
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1. Srimukhalingam temple may be added in UNESCO list 

 Naidugari Rajasekhar, the chief priest of Srimukhalingam temple in 
Andhra Pradesh, has urged the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 
get the historic Siva temple included on the UNSECO’s list of World 

Heritage Sites in order to get international recognition for the temple.  
 Srimukhalingam, also known as Kalinganagaram, was the capital of 

the early Eastern Ganga Dynasty. 

 Srimukhalingam temple 
 

 
 

 Srimukhalingam temple is one of the famous sound India temple. 

Srimukhalingam temple dedicated to Lord Shiva, known as Sri Mukha 
Lingeswara Swamy.  

 It's a very beautiful and ancient architecture grandeur temple 
constructed between 9th and 11th centuries in its pristine form. 

 Andhra Pradesh, has urged the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to 

get the historic Siva temple included on the UNSECO's list of World 
Heritage Sites in order to get international recognition for the temple. 

 Srimukhalingam, also known as Kalinganagaram, was the capital of 

the early Eastern Ganga Dynasty. 
 The Trinity of Madhukeswara, Someswara and Bheemeswara Temples 

are a testimony to the Magnificent architectural skills of Kalinga 
Kings.  

 Sri Mukhalingam, which is on the banks of River Vamsadhara, was 

the capital of Kalinga Ganga Kings for over 600 years.  
 This beautiful temple is called as Dakshina Kashi (Varanasi of South 

India). Temples have Eye-catching Ornamental Gates at their 
Entrance beautiful awful view. 

 

 

 

Culture 
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1. CPCB report shows fewer polluted river stretches, but worst ones 
remain unchanged 

 The number of polluted stretches in India’s rivers has fallen from 351 
in 2018 to 311 in 2022, though the number of most polluted stretches 
is practically unchanged, according to a report from the Central 

Pollution Control Board (CPCB). 
 The CPCB network monitors water quality at 4,484 locations across 

the country. 

 Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) exceeding 3 milligrams per litre 
(mg/l) is identified as polluted locations. Two or more polluted 

locations identified on a river in a continuous sequence are considered 
as a “polluted river stretch.”  

 A BOD less than 3 mg/l means the river stretch is fit for “outdoor 

bathing.” 
 Further, stretches with BOD exceeding 30 mg/l are considered 

“Priority 1” (P1), meaning, the most polluted and thus needing the 
most urgent remediation.  

 There are five such categories with “Priority 2” (P2) indicating a BOD 

of 20-30 mg/l and “Priority 5” (P5) indicating 3-6 mg/l.  
 The success of river-cleaning programmes are measured by the 

number of stretches moving from 1 to 2, 2 to 3 until those in 5 

(requiring the least action) are reduced. 
 While Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh had the highest number of “Priority 

1” river stretches (6), Maharashtra had the most polluted river 
stretches of 55, followed by Madhya Pradesh (19), Bihar (18), Kerala 
(18), Karnataka (17) and Uttar Pradesh (17). 
Steps to control pollution 

 Under the Central Sector Scheme of Namami Gange, 406 projects, 
including 176 projects for sewage treatment of 5,270 MLD and a 

sewer network of 5,214 km, have been sanctioned at a cost of ₹32,898 
crore against which sewage treatment capacity of 1,858 MLD has been 

created so far. 
 The CPCB, in its report, added the overall decrease in the net number 

of identified polluted river stretches, which have shown improvement 

in water quality, “could be attributed” to the efforts done for 
infrastructure development for pollution control. 
Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) 

 Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) is the amount of dissolved oxygen 
(DO) needed (i.e. demanded) by aerobic biological organisms to break 

down organic material present in a given water sample at a certain 
temperature over a specific time period. 
Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD)  

 Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) is a test that measures the amount 
of oxygen required to chemically oxidize the organic material and 

inorganic nutrients, such as Ammonia or Nitrate, present in water.  

Environment and Ecology 
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2. Elephant showers, viewing screens found in school at elephant 
corridor during inspection in Nilgiris 

 All-terrain vehicles, watchtowers, an “elephant” shower to entice 
pachyderms and a viewing screen inside a building — these were 

some of the “anomalies” noted by the Sigur Elephant Corridor Inquiry 
Committee in a private school in the notified elephant corridor in the 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) recently. 

 The court-appointed technical committee, headed by retired judge K. 
Venkatraman, had inspected the school as well as 40 other locations 
earlier this week.  

 During the inspection, the school, which is situated in the buffer zone 
of the tiger reserve and models itself as a “tribal school,” was found to 

have a few watchtowers, viewing screens and a specially designed 
shower that activists believe helps attract passing elephants. 

 The revenue department is also claiming that the school encroaches 

on around 1,200 square meters of revenue land, while the Forest 
department has also requested the survey department to demarcate 

government lands and see if they coincide with the patta claimed by 
the owners of the school. 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) 

 
 Mudumalai National Park is a national park in the Nilgiri Mountains 

in Tamil Nadu, south India. It covers 321 km2 in the Nilgiri District 

and shares boundaries with the states of Karnataka and Kerala.  
 A part of this area has been protected since 1940. The national park 

has been part of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve since 1986 and was 

declared a tiger reserve together with a buffer zone of 367.59 km2 in 
2007.  

 It harbours tropical and subtropical moist broadleaf forests with 498 
plant species, at least 266 bird species, 18 carnivore and 10 herbivore 
species.  

  It is drained by the Moyar River and several tributaries, which 
harbour 38 fish species 
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3. Shrimp farms, mangroves to coexist in the Sundarbans 
 A new initiative of sustainable shrimp cultivation provides hope for 

mangrove restoration in the Sundarbans.  
Concern 

 For several years, environmentalists and experts have expressed 
concern over unsustainable aquaculture, particularly shrimp 
collection, after cleaning large tracts of mangrove forests in the 

Sundarbans. 
Details 

 The community-based initiative of sustainable shrimp cultivation is 

being conceived by NEWS and Global Nature Fund (GNF), Naturland 
Bangladesh Environment and Development Society (BEDS). 

 The initiative — started in 2019 — has established a collaborative 
ecosystem integrating several key stakeholders from government 
departments, academia, and research institutes for co-creation and 

comprehensive advancement of this project. 
 Under the initiative, Sustainable Aquaculture In Mangrove 

Ecosystem (SAIME), farmers have taken up cultivation of shrimp on 

20 hectares at Chaital in West Bengal’s North 24 Parganas, and 10 
hectares at Madhabpur in adjoining South 24 Parganas. However, 

they are doing their part in restoring the mangroves as well. 
 Under this initiative, we are planting mangrove trees around the 

shrimp ponds. 

 Farmers had to buy shrimp feed in the past, now the mangrove leaf 
litter provides nourishment for the crustaceans.  

 A research programme on the contribution of mangrove leaf litter in 
the nutritional dynamics in SAIME ponds has been initiated in 
collaboration with the Centre for Excellence in Blue Economy (CoE-

BE) of the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), 
Kolkata. 
Pilot result 

 This pilot project has come out with a significant result in the past 
three years, providing a per-hectare average yield of fishes and 

shrimps amounting to 535 kg, out of which shrimp amounts an 
average 275 kg (black tiger shrimp: 200 kg and with freshwater giant 
prawn: 75 kg). 

 Also the rate of survival of planted mangrove saplings, which is 
usually 5-10%, has ranged between 30% and 50% in the initiative. 
Key Occupation 

 Fishing, particularly shrimp cultivation, is one of the key occupations 
of the people of the Sundarbans, which is a complex network of rivers 

and low-lying islands that face a tide surge twice a day.  
 Shrimp cultivation is practiced in 15,000 to 20,000 hectares of the 

unique ecosystem in India. The Sundarbans forest is about 10,000 sq. 

km across India and Bangladesh, of which 40% lies in India. 
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1. ‘Green hydrogen may get $2 bn incentive’ 
 India is planning a $2-billion incentive programme for the green 

hydrogen industry, in a bid to cut emissions and become a major 
export player. 

 The ₹180-billion ($2.2 billion) incentive aims to reduce the production 

cost of green hydrogen by a fifth over the next five years. 
 The current cost in India is ₹300 to ₹400 per kg. 

Green Hydrogen 

 Hydrogen can be used as a fuel. It is made by splitting water with an 
electrical process, electrolysis. If the devices that do that — 

electrolysers — are powered by renewable energy such as solar and 
wind, the product is called green hydrogen, a fuel free of greenhouse 
emissions. 

 The only byproduct of this process is oxygen, making it a great 
replacement for carbon emitting fuels and preventing the green hose 

gas emissions. 
Steps taken to promote Green Hydrogen 

 National Hydrogen Energy Mission which was proposed in the Budget 

Speech 2021-22 aims to develop India into a global hub for 
manufacturing of hydrogen and fuel cells technologies across the 
value chain. 

 A production linked incentive (PLI) scheme was announced in the 
budget 2021-22. 

 Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) has issued a global tender to 
develop green hydrogen generation facilities on a build, own, operate 
(BOO) basis at its refineries in Mathura, Uttar Pradesh, and Panipat, 

Haryana. 
 

2. IAF test-fires extended range BrahMos cruise missile 

 
 The Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully fired the extended range (ER) 

version of BrahMos and air-launched the supersonic cruise missile 
against a ship target from a SU-30MKI fighter aircraft.  

Science and Technology 
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 According to an IAF statement, “The missile achieved the desired 
mission objectives in the Bay of Bengal. The IAF has achieved a 

significant boost to carry out precision strikes against land/sea 
targets.” 

 
3. First mitochondrial transplant in six children shows promise 
 In a world first, six children with rare disorders caused by deletions in 

the genomes of their mitochondria — the cellular compartments 
essential for energy generation — have been successfully treated with 
donor mitochondria from their mothers.  

 Doctors transferred healthy mitochondria into the children’s 
haematopoietic stem cells, which give rise to blood cells.  

 After the treatment, tests showed that some of the children were 
stronger and caregivers said they spent more time awake and in play. 
Mitochondrial Transplantation 

 
 Mitochondrial replacement therapy (MRT), sometimes called 

mitochondrial donation, is the replacement of mitochondria in one or 

more cells to prevent or ameliorate disease. 
 MRT originated as a special form of in-vitro fertilization in which some 

or all of the future baby’s mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) comes from a 

third party. 
 This technique is used in cases when mothers carry genes for 

mitochondrial diseases. 

 Mitochondrial transplantation is emerging as a novel cellular 
biotherapy to alleviate mitochondrial damage and dysfunction.  

 Mitochondria play a crucial role in establishing cellular homeostasis 
and providing cells with the energy necessary to accomplish its 
function.  
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1. India’s bid to beat cervical cancer.                          
 The government has announced that it will roll out vaccines for the 

prevention of cervical cancer to girls aged between 9 and 14 years 
through schools.  

 The National Technical Advisory Group for Immunisation (NTAGI) had 

recommended the introduction of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) 
vaccine in the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP).  

 The UIP is one of the largest public health programmes which offers 

free vaccines for at least 12 diseases, and has successfully eradicated 
diseases like polio and maternal and neonatal tetanus. 
Why is it important to launch the HPV vaccine? 

 Cervical cancer is preventable and curable if it is detected early and 
managed effectively.  

 It is the second most common cancer in women in India, and the 
cause of a large number of deaths annually.  

 It is caused by infection with the human papillomavirus, and there are 
vaccines to protect against cancerous HPV.  
Indigenous HPV Vaccine 

 The indigenous HPV vaccine, called CERVAVAC, is likely to be rolled 
out by mid-2023.  

 The vaccine has got the approval of the Drugs Controller General of 

India and was cleared by the government advisory panel, NTAGI, for 
use in the UIP programme.  

 A one-time catch-up vaccine will be given to 9-14 year old adolescent 
girls, before it is introduced at nine years. States and Union 
Territories have been asked to issue directives to appropriate 

authorities for organising HPV vaccination centres in schools. 
 

2. What is the proposal to ban the sale of single cigarettes? 

 The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare, 
in its latest report about cancer management, prevention and 

diagnosis, recommended that the government institute a ban on the 
sale of single sticks of cigarettes.  

 It also recommended that the government increase taxes on all 

tobacco products and utilise the acquired revenue for cancer 
prevention and awareness. 
What are the proposals? 

 Broadly, the measures aim to curb consumption as well as the 
accessibility of tobacco products.  

 The report cites the National Health Policy’s (2017) endeavour for a 
relative reduction in current tobacco use by 30% by 2025 and says it 
is imperative that the government take effective measures to contain 

the sale of tobacco products.  
 To this effect, it recommends that the government prohibit the sale of 

single sticks of cigarettes and suggests the abolition of all designated 

Health 
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smoking areas in airports, hotels, and restaurants in addition to 
encouraging a smoke-free policy in organisations.  

 The Committee also found that India has the lowest prices for tobacco 
products and thus, it must look to increase taxes on them. 

 These measures flow from the observation that oral cancer accounts 
for the highest proportion of cancer cases in the country. 

 Additionally, the committee also sought a ban on gutka and pan 

masala alongside a prohibition on their direct and indirect 
advertisement. This is based on the observation that, in India, more 
than 80% of tobacco consumption is in the form of chewing tobacco, 

aggressively marketed as a mouth freshener. 
Why focus on single-stick cigarettes? 

 Single sticks are more economical to acquire than a full pack of 
cigarettes. This may particularly appeal to adolescents and youth who 
may have limited money in hand. Single sticks are also preferred by 

people who may want to take them up for experimentation and have 
not started smoking on a regular basis. 

 A ban on single-stick sales would compel a potential consumer to buy 
the entire pack which may not be particularly economical, thus 
curbing potential experimentation and the scope for regular intake.  

 Moreover, a potential ban would also mean that the consumer would 
have to carry around the packet. 

 

 

 

1. Good Governance Day -2022 
 In 2014, the then newly-elected Narendra Modi government 

announced that December 25 would be celebrated as “Good 

Governance Day.”  
 Marking the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister and Bharatiya 

Janata Party doyen Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the day is meant to foster 

awareness among citizens about government accountability and 
administration. 

 The day is celebrated to ensure that the country’s residents are 
treated fairly by the government and they receive advantages of 
various government services. 

 A major push, in this regard, was to promote “e-Governance” with the 
official slogan for the event being “Good Governance through e-

Governance.” 
 In 2019, the government launched the Good Governance Index on this 

occasion.  

 The GGI is a scientifically prepared tool based on various parameters 
of good governance which assess the level of any state at a given point 
of time and help in shaping future development. 
Programmes launched  

 Several programmes are being organised to mark the occasion.  

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr 

Important Days 
 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

Jitendra Singh will launch the revamped Probity Portal, e-HRMS 2.0 
Portal and e-Books on major initiatives and achievements of his 

Ministry in New Delhi.  
 The revamped e-HRMS 2.0 Portal will provide services in a digital 

mode to the employees including Transfers, Deputation, APAR,  
Vigilance Status, Deputation Opportunities, Service Book and other 
basic HR Services like Leave, tours and  Reimbursements. 

 The Minister will also launch the Mobile Application of iGoTKarmayogi 
Portal by Karmayogi Bharat to create professional, well-trained and 
future-ready civil service for India.  

 The iGOTKarmayogi platform is envisaged as a democratised, 
competency-driven solution space that all of the government can 

access to enhance their execution capabilities.  
 Revamped Probity Portal for Government Employees will demand the 

right attitude towards public service with ‘integrity’ and ‘probity’. 

 

 

 

1. Savitha Shri, 15, wins World rapid bronze on debut 

 
 B. Savitha Shri turned her sensational debut in the women’s World 

rapid chess championship into a medal-winning one by grabbing the 

bronze at Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
 The Chennai-teenager topped a four-way tie, involving a sixth-placed 

K. Humpy, to take the third spot with eight points. 
 

2. Arshdeep shortlisted for Emerging Cricketer of the Year Award 

 

Sports News 
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 India left-arm pacer Arshdeep Singh was nominated for the ICC 
Emerging Cricketer of the Year honour alongside Marco Jansen, Finn 

Allen and Ibrahim Zadran.  
 Arshdeep has made the shortlist less than six months after making 

his international debut. 
 

 

 

1. Journalist M.S. Prabhakara passes away 

 
 M.S. Prabhakara, journalist, academic and author in English and 

Kannada, passed away at his residence in Kolar. He was 87. 

 He had served as correspondent for The Hindu for many decades in 
Assam and South Africa. 

 He was born in Kolar in Karnataka in 1936, and had lived for nearly 
three decades in Assam, first as a teacher in Gauhati University and 
later as a correspondent of The Hindu. 

 He lived for nearly a decade in South Africa, during its most turbulent 
years. He was The Hindu’s first correspondent on the continent. 

 Prabhakara had an Honours degree and a Master’s in the English 

language and literature from Central College, Bengaluru. He taught 
for four years in Bengaluru and Dharwad before joining Gauhati 

University in 1962.   
 He resigned from Gauhati University in 1975, and joined Economic 

and Political Weekly. He returned to Guwahati in June 1983 as the 

Special Correspondent of The Hindu and, later, also Frontline, 
covering developments in Assam and its neighbourhood in Northeast 

India, travelling widely in the region. He retired in 2002.  
 Among his important works is a collection of essays, Words and Ideas, 

and a collection of his longer analytical essays, Looking Back into the 

Future: Identity and Insurgency in Northeast India.     
 
 

 
 

Obituaries 
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2. Pele passes away 

 
 Brazilian football icon Pele, widely regarded as the greatest player of 

all time and a three-time World Cup winner who masterminded the 
“beautiful game,” has died at the age of 82. 

 Named athlete of the century by the International Olympic Committee 
in 1999, Pele, born Edson Arantes do Nascimento, is the only 
footballer in history to win three World Cups — 1958, 1962 and 1970. 

 Nicknamed O Rei (The King), he scored more than 1,000 goals in one 
of the most storied careers in sport, before retiring in 1977.  

 Pele’s 1,281 goals in 1,366 games, as tabulated by FIFA’s website, 
came at a startling rate of 0.94 per match. 

 Known for his genius with the ball, he epitomised the sublime style of 

play called “samba football” in Brazil, where he was declared a 
“national treasure.” 

 
3. Veteran Indian translator and writer Janaki Ballabh dies in 

Beijing at age 94 

 
 Janaki Ballabh, a veteran Indian translator and writer who was 

among few Indians who lived and worked in China during some of its 

most turbulent moments, from the late 1950s to the years right after 
the Cultural Revolution, passed away in Beijing. He was 94. 

 Mr. Ballabh spent years working for the Foreign Languages Press in 

Beijing, translating a range of Chinese works into Hindi.  
 His long China journey was an unlikely one. Born in 1928 in the 

village of Dalakot in Almora district in today’s Uttarakhand, Mr. 
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Ballabh moved to China in 1956, after completing an M.A. in Hindi in 
Delhi University. 

 Among his translations were the famous classic Journey to the West 
as well as the Selected Works of Lu Xun, the leading Chinese writer. 
Due recognition 

 His first stint ended abruptly as relations between the neighbours 
began to deteriorate and he returned to India in 1961, a year before 

the India-China war. Before returning to India, he was recognised with 
a Peace and  Friendship Award by then Premier Zhou Enlai. 

 

 

 

 
1. Reddy launches party; to contest polls from Gangavati 
 The former BJP leader and mining baron Gali Janardhana Reddy 

announced the launch of his new party — Kalyana Rajya Pragathi 
Paksha — that will fight the 2023 Assembly elections.  

 The former Minister announced that he would contest from Gangavati 
in Koppal district. 

 The details of the party symbol, flag, office, officer-bearers, and the 

number of constituencies to contest across the State would be 
announced soon  

 

2. Modi to inaugurate National Youth Festival in Dharwad 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be visiting Dharwad on January 

12, 2023 to inaugurate the National Youth Festival being organised 
jointly by the Union and the State governments to mark the birth 
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. 

 The events of the festival will be held from January 12 to 16. Union 
Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Coal and Mines Pralhad Joshi said 
the festival would symbolise national integration and would celebrate 

India’s unity in diversity. 
 It will be a record of sorts as over 7,500 delegates from all States will 

stay in Dharwad for five days to participate in various events and also 
showcase their arts and culture. 

 

3. IISc. to be secretariat for Science 20 
 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc.) will be the secretariat for the 

Science 20 (S20), which is one of the several groups of the G20.  
 The G20 is being presided over by India in 2023 and the theme of the 

S20 for 2023 is ‘Disruptive Science for Innovative and 

Sustainable Development’. 

 According to the IISc., within this broad theme, deliberations will be 
held in different parts of India over the course of the year. 

 The deliberations, at Agartala, Lakshadweep, and Bhopal, will focus 
on three issues: universal holistic health, clean energy for a greener 

future, and connecting science to society and culture. 

State News 
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 Consultations will also include an inception meeting in Puducherry 
and a summit meeting in Coimbatore. 

 The G20 is an inter-government forum comprising 19 countries and 
the European Union. 

 
4. Congress leaders seek stern action against moral policing 
 The Opposition Congress leaders, including Leader of the Opposition 

Siddaramaiah, took exception to the episodes of “ moral policing ” in 
Mangaluru and demanded that the police deal with those behind it 
with an iron hand. 
Moral Policing 

 Moral Policing/Vigilantism is a term used to describe vigilante groups 

that act to enforce a code of morality in India without legal authority.  
 The target of moral policing is any activity that is deemed to be 

immoral or against Indian culture. Honour killings are one of the 

extreme cases of moral policing. 
Government Initiatives against Moral Policing 

 The Supreme Court in 2016, declared Khap panchayats illegal, which 
often decree or encourage honour killings or other institutionalized 
atrocities against boys and girls of different castes and religions who 

wish to get married or have married. 
 The Supreme Court in 2017, in its landmark judgment, held that the 

Right to Privacy is a fundamental right protected under Article 21 of 

the constitution and this move would secure freedom from intrusion 
into one’s home, the right to choice of food, etc. This move would curb 

moral policing such as mob lynching against eating cow meat. This 
judgment also lays the groundwork for section 377 of the IPC to be 
struck down, thus securing the rights of the LGBT community. 

 Karnataka Government in 2017 issued a cultural policy that secures 
artists’ liberty and creative freedom, in a move to remove the fear of 
artists from offending certain sections of the society. 

 Bengaluru city police have launched “Pink Hoysalas” police patrol 
vehicles for women’s safety. 

 
5. Karnataka passes Bill for new traffic authority 
 The Karnataka Legislative Assembly has passed The Bengaluru 

Metropolitan Land Transport Authority (BMLTA) Bill, 2022, which had 
been tabled in the monsoon session earlier 2022. 

 The legislation will be applicable to the Urban Mobility Region of 
Bengaluru and is aimed at the “regulation of development, operation, 
maintenance, monitoring, (and) supervision of urban mobility” within 

the said region. 
Why the Bill? 

 Traffic congestion in Bengaluru is a major worry for the state 

government, as it feels that the traffic woes can deter investors. There 
have also been complaints of a lack of coordination between various 

transport and civic bodies, due to which public transport projects 
have been delayed. 
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 Moreover, the National Urban Transport Policy had also laid down a 
framework for the integration of various departments to enable 

holistic transport planning in cities such as Bengaluru. 
What does the Bill aim to achieve? 

 The enactment of the Bill will ensure a Comprehensive Mobility Plan 
for the gridlocked city, by adopting sustainable urban transport 
models. Integration of land use and transport planning are also key 

elements.  
 The legislation also provides for measures such as “congestion 

parking, parking regulations, tolling, special purpose lanes etc. to 

regulate travel demand in the Urban Mobility Region.” 
 It addresses the “overlap in responsibilities and functions” of different 

institutions and departments related to transport in the city. Such 
overlap, according to the Bill, had impeded the process of planning 
and implementation of major transport schemes. 

 
6. 22-year-old forced into Devadasi system rescued in Koppal; three 

held 
 Despite prohibition and several reforms, a case of a 22-year-old 

woman being pushed into the Devadasi system came to light in a 

remote village of Koppal district. The girl has been rescued now, and 
three of her family members arrested. 

 According to the police, the woman, who was ill for a long time, had 

been ceremoniously “dedicated” or “married off to a deity” at Sri 
Huligemma temple in the village.  

 The police team and officials from the Department of Women and 
Child Development rescued the woman and she was sent to Santwana 
Kendra after getting treatment at the One Stop Centre. 

 Despite the government banning the practice under the Karnataka 
Devadasis (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1982, which was enforced in 
1984, the Devadasi system still exists in some remote parts of the 

State. According to a survey, there are 3,600 Devadasis in the district, 
and 2,700 of them, aged above 45, are receiving monthly pension. 
Background 

 The Devadasi system in India began during the sixth century when 
young girls got married to a God. After this marriage ceremony, the 

temple caretakers and priests perform all the ceremonies, such as 
music and dance, in the diety’s honor. 

 
7. Deshpande gets ‘Best Legislator-2022’ award 
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 Eight-time MLA and veteran Congress leader Raghunath 
Vishwanathrao Deshpande was honoured with the “Best Legislator 

Award” for 2022 by the Karnataka Legislative Assembly.  
 Mr. Deshpande was one of those legislators who did not violate the 

House rules in his long career. The 75-year-old Mr. Deshpande has 
been representing Haliyal constituency of Uttara Kannada district in 
the Assembly since 1983 continuously barring once when he lost the 

polls, he pointed out. 
 

8. ‘Don’t unilaterally accept Sadashiva Commission 

recommendations’ 
 Congress legislators Prakash Rathod and P.T. Parmeshwar Naik 

opposed any move by the Karnataka Government to implement the 
A.J. Sadashiva Commission report on internal reservation for 
communities among Scheduled Castes without discussions with 

stakeholders. 
 The commission, set up in 2005, had submitted its report in 2012. 

The ‘leaked’ recommendations appear to suggest not only keeping the 
creamy layer out of the purview of reservation, but also dropping 101 
sub-castes from the list of SCs. 

 Instead of making recommendations for improving the conditions of 
SCs, the leaked report appears to ‘drive a wedge’ among sections of 
the Dalit community, he contended.  

 Hence, the State should not take any unilateral decision to send the 
recommendations of the commission to the Centre.  

 Welcoming the decision to constitute a cabinet sub-committee to 
discuss internal reservation, Mr. Rathod and Mr. Naik, both from the 
Lambani community, asked the government to distribute copies of the 

report to 101 sub-castes and stakeholders, and invite objections. 
 

9. CWC accepts DPRs of much-awaited Kalasa-Banduri drinking 

water scheme 
 The Centre accepted the Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for 

implementation of the decades-old Kalasa-Banduri drinking water 
project in the inter-State Mahadayi river basin.  

 While the Central Water Commission (CWC) has approved the DPRs, 

the implementation is now subject to other mandatory approvals, 
including forest clearances and the final judgement of the Supreme 

Court.  
 This approval of hydrology and inter-State aspects, as per the 

guidelines of CWC, is subject to the decision of the Supreme Court on 

special leave petitions of riparian States — Maharashtra, Karnataka, 
and Goa.  

 Karnataka had approached the Supreme Court seeking a direction to 

the Union Government to publish a gazetted notification of the award 
following which the Centre published it in 2020. 

 The Mahadayi River Water Disputes Tribunal has already permitted 
diversion of 2.18 tmcft. of Mahadayi waters at Banduri dam and 1.72 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

tmcft of water at the proposed Kalasa dam in its final award in 2018, 
and the matter is pending before the apex court. 

 Based on the technical appraisal by CWC, DPRs of Kala Nala diversion 
scheme and Banduri Nala diversion scheme — both lift schemes — 

are found to be acceptable from hydrology and inter-State aspects, 
according to a memorandum of the CWC Project Appraisal (South) 
Directorate. 
Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project 

 
 The Kalasa-Banduri Nala is a project undertaken by the Government 

of Karnataka to improve drinking water supply to the Districts of 

Belagavi, Bagalkot, Dharwad and Gadag.  
 It involves building across Kalasa and Banduri, two tributaries of the 

Mahadayi river to divert 7.56 TMC of water to the Malaprabha river, 
which supplies the drinking water needs of the said 4 districts, i.e., 
Dharwad, Belagavi Bagalkot and Gadag.  

  
10. Outreach programme to turn students into eco-volunteers 

 In a bid to reach out to children and sensitise them to the imperatives 
of forests, environment and wildlife conservation, the Forest 
Department will launch Bandipur Yuva Mitra soon. 

 Bandipur Yuva Mitra aims to expose schoolchildren from villages 
abutting the tiger reserve to various issues related to forests, take 
them on safari rides, conduct workshops and induct them as eco-

volunteers. 
 It will be launched by Union Minister for Environment Forests and 

Climate Change Bhupendra Yadav during his two-day stay in 
Bandipur on January 2-3, 2023.  

 This is the first such exercise in India wherein the outreach 

programme will be in vogue throughout the year and plans to sensitise 
students on such a large scale. 

 There are nearly 140 villages around Bandipur. About 10,000 school 

children will be covered under the programme every year.  
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 Once the students come to the forest and participate in the 
programmes, they will be issued a card and inducted as eco-

volunteers. 
 

11. One BF.7.4 infection found in Bengaluru 
 One case of a BF.7.4 infection, the new Omicron sub-variant, is learnt 

to have been reported in Bengaluru. 

 The sample of a 34-year-old software engineer, who came from 
Germany in the first week of December, has been found to have the 
BF.7.4 sub-variant through whole genome sequencing. 
BF.7, the Omicron sub-variant 

 When viruses mutate, they create lineages and sub-lineages — like 

the main trunk of the SARS-CoV-2 tree sprouting branches and sub-
branches.  

 The BF.7 is the same as BA.5.2.1.7, which is a sub-lineage of the 

Omicron sub-lineage BA.5. 
 A study published in ‘Cell Host and Microbe’ journal earlier this 

month reported that the BF.7 sub-variant has a 4.4-fold higher 
neutralisation resistance than the original D614G variant — meaning 
that in a lab setting, antibodies from a vaccinated or infected 

individual were less likely to destroy BF.7 than the original Wuhan 
virus that spread worldwide in 2020. 

 But BF.7 is not the most resilient sub-variant — the same study 

reported a more than 10-fold higher neutralisation resistance in 
another Omicron sub-variant called BQ.1. 

 A higher neutralisation resistance means there is a higher likelihood 
of the variant spreading in a population and replacing other variants. 

 BF.7 accounted for more than 5% of US cases and 7.26% of UK cases 

in October. Scientists in the West were watching the variant closely; 
however, there was no dramatic increase in the number of cases or 
hospitalisations in these countries. 

   
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. Delegated law should not travel beyond purview of parent Act: SC 
 Delegated legislation, including rules and regulations formed by the 

State and Central authorities, should not supplant but supplement 

the parliamentary statute from which it draws power, the Supreme 
Court held in a judgment. 

 “If a rule goes beyond the rule-making power conferred by the statute, 

the same has to be declared invalid. If a rule supplants any provision 
for which power has not been conferred, it becomes invalid,” a Bench 

of Justices Dinesh Maheshwari and J.B. Pardiwala observed. 
 A delegated power to legislate by making rules or regulations cannot 

be exercised so as to bring into existence substantive rights, 

Mains 
 

Public Administration 
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obligations or disabilities not contemplated by the provisions of the 
parent statute, Justice Pardiwala, who authored the judgment, wrote. 

 “Delegated legislation should not travel beyond the purview of the 
parent Act. If it does, it is ultra vires and cannot be given any effect,” 

he said. 
Context 

 The court laid down the law in an appeal filed by the Kerala State 

Electricity Board against a High Court decision which upheld 
Regulation 153(15) of the Kerala Electricity Supply Code, 2014.  

 Regulation 153(15) provided that ‘unauthorised additional load’ in the 

same premises and under the same tariff shall not be reckoned as 
‘unauthorised use of electricity’ except in cases of consumers billed on 

the basis of the connected load.  
 It reversed the High Court decision while holding that the Regulation 

was inconsistent with Section 126(6) of the Electricity Act, 2003.  

 Section 126 of the 2003 Act was enacted with a specific purpose to 
restrict such unauthorised consumption of electricity. 
Delegated Legislation 

 Delegated legislation’ means exercising of legislative power by an agent 
who is lower in rank to the Legislature, or who is subordinate to the 

Legislature.  
 This type of legislation is also known as secondary legislation or 

subordinate legislation or subsidiary legislation or Legislative 

Instruments (since 2005).  
 It refers to those laws made by persons or bodies to whom parliament 

has delegated or given law-making authority. 
 When acts are made by parliament, each principal act makes 

provision for subsidiary legislation to be made, and will specify who 

has the power to do so under that act. 
 Therefore, Delegated legislation can only exist in relation to an 

enabling act. 
Constitutional Provisions on Delegated Legislation: 

 Although the concept of delegated legislation was not mentioned 

specifically in the Indian Constitution it can be understood by 
interpreting Article 312  

 This Article gives the right to the Rajya Sabha to open a new branch of 

All India Service with a majority of two-thirds majority vote.  
 This means that some powers of legislation will be delegated to the 

new recruiter of All India Service.  
 There are many cases through which delegated legislation under the 

constitution of India can be understood. 

  In the case of D. S. Gerewal v. State of Punjab, the Supreme Court 
held that Article 312 of the Constitution of 2 India deals with the 
powers of delegated legislation.  

 Justice K.N. Wanchoo observed “There is nothing in the words of 
Article 312 which takes away the usual power of delegation, which 

ordinarily resides in the legislature. 
Advantages of Delegated laws: 

 Reduces the workload of Parliament. 
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 Brings in Technical Expertise 
 Decentralized decision making 

 Rapid Action during Emergencies: The lengthy legislation 
process of Parliament is just not suited for such situations. 

 Enables flexibility: Delegated laws can be changed immediately 
without making any amendment in the Parliament. 

 Scope for Experimentation 

 
2. Study shows T.N. is worst performing in RTI responsiveness 

 
 According to a report card on the performance of Information 

Commissions (ICs) in India for 2021-22 by the Satark Nagrik 

Sangathan, the State Information Commission of Tamil Nadu has 
been the worst performing in responsiveness under the Right to 

Information Act, furnishing only 14% of the information sought. 
 Maharashtra was the second worst, sharing 23% of the information 

asked for. 

 Only 10 ICs provided full information in response to the RTI 
applications filed as part of this assessment. These included Andhra 
Pradesh, Haryana and Jharkhand and the northeastern States of 

Sikkim, Nagaland and Tripura. 
Ground 

Reality                                                                                                

                                                            
 The SIC of Chhattisgarh denied information on several points stating 

that under the prevailing State rules, in one application, information 
on only one topic could be sought.  

 While the SIC of Bihar, which failed to provide any information under 
the RTI Act for the assessments published in 2020 and 2021, 
significantly improved its performance and furnished 67% of the 

information that was sought. 
 The report card further said that a large number of ICs across the 

country were returning cases without passing orders. Uttar Pradesh 

and Andhra Pradesh returned around 40% of the appeals or 
complaints received by them. 

 Of the 18 Information Commissioners who provided relevant 
information, the assessment found that 11 returned appeals or 
complaints without passing any orders. 
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 It also found that several ICs have an extremely low rate of disposal 
per commissioner. Of all the 29 ICs, only the CIC has adopted a norm 

on the number of appeals or complaints to be disposed of by each 
commissioner in one year. 

 
3. Most Union government offices likely to go fully digital soon 
 As most Union government offices are expected to go fully digital by 

the end of February 2023, several security measures have been put in 
place to avoid any cybersecurity incidents such as the recent cyber 
and ransomware attack on the servers of the All India Institute of 

Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in Delhi. 
 All the Union government Ministries and Departments are directed to 

migrate to e-office 7.0, an in-house system developed by the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC). 

 It is important to note that e-office is for unclassified files, with two-

factor authentication and is not available on the Internet but on 
NICNET. It has mandatory features of authentication of documents 

with digitally signed certificates and e-signatures. 
 So far, 74 Ministries and Departments have migrated to e-office 

version 7.0. 
Ransomware attacks 

 The half-yearly report of the Computer Emergency Response System 
(CERT-IN) said ransomware incidents continued to grow in 2022, with 

attacks across multiple sectors, including critical infrastructure. 
 It said that “post-COVID accelerated digitalisation and hybrid work 

culture are also aiding this threat emergence”, adding that 
ransomware attacks jumped 51% during the first half of 2022 from 
2021.   
Regularly audited 

 The e-office application is regularly audited for known vulnerabilities 
by third party agencies on the panel of CERT-IN. The infrastructure 

was also audited annually by the third party agencies. The servers 
were hosted in the National Data Centre. 

 
 
 

 
1. India must build awareness on population control 

 Early in December, two Members of Parliament of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Ravi Kishan and Nishikant Dubey, introduced in the 
Lok Sabha a private members’ Bill aimed at population control in 

India.  
 Stating that population rise is the most significant reason for India’s 

slow rate of development, the Bill argues for an immediate need for 

population control. The debate and the discourse around India’s rising 
population is not recent, having begun since Independence.  

 India was among the first nations to address its population problem 
as early as 1951, raising awareness about the ills of overpopulation.  

Economy 
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 While there has been a significant rise in India’s population, there has 
also been a sharp decline in India’s total fertility rate (TFR).  

 In 1950, the TFR was at around 5.9%, and is now 2% (fifth round of 
the National Family Health Survey, or NFHS). There was a steep 

decline after the 1970s, indicating an inversely proportional 
relationship between economic prosperity and the fertility rate. 
Data shows otherwise 

 India’s TFR, 2%, is even lower than the replacement level, signifying a 
remarkable step in the population control parameters. It is clear that 
India does not need a law for forced population control.  

 External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar too has countered the need for 
such a law by saying, “forced population control can have very 

dangerous consequences, it can create a gender imbalance”.  
 Forced population control measures have not shown promising results 

in the countries that have implemented them, the most relevant 

example being India’s immediate neighbour, China.  
 The one-child policy has proved to be disastrous, causing a 

demographic imbalance. The population of China is aging faster than 
in any other modern country, owing to the policies of forced 
population control. 
Strengthen the health infrastructure 

 India needs to adopt population control measures. But the focus 
should be on strengthening public health infrastructure and raising 

awareness about the need for population control.  
 Any forced control method will impact the rate of aging. United 

Nations data show that there is a projected rise in the population of 
older people and a decline in the young population in many 
countries.  

 Although the trend started in rich countries such as Japan, the trend 
is now visible in developing countries as well, especially Southeast 
Asia. Among these trends, implementing forced population control can 

only have negative consequences. 
 

2. Women break new ground in MGNREGS 
 The proportion of women workers participating in the Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) 

has touched a 10-year high in the financial year 2022-23.  
 According to the latest statistics available with the Union Rural 

Development Ministry, 57.8% of the workers who used the scheme 
this year were women, their highest level of participation since 2012-
13. 

 Of the 15 States (Kerala, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, 
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, 
Telangana, Odisha, Jharkhand, Assam, Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh), 

14 States reported an upward trend in women’s participation. 
Scenario in Kerala 

 The only exception is Kerala, where the drop is miniscule. For the past 
five years, in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, women’s share in the MGNREGS 
workforce has been hovering between 85% and 90%.  
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 According to Kerala Rural Development Minister M.B. Rajesh, this is 
the result of two factors: market forces and welfare incentives for 

women MGNREGS workers.  
 The gap between MGNREGS wages and market wages is high in the 

State, especially for male workers who are paid far more than women 
in the open market. This makes MGNREGS work much less attractive 
for men. 

 
 
 

 
 

1. State’s revenue and GST collections have shown robust growth: 
Review 

 
 Amidst a global slowdown, Karnataka has demonstrated strong 

economic recovery from the pandemic-induced slowdown by 

registering a 9.5% growth in real economy for 2021-22, according to 
the mid-year review of State Finances 2022-23. 

 The report, which was tabled in the Karnataka Legislative Assembly in 

Belagavi, says that these figures have been derived from the 
provisional estimates of the National Statistical Office.  

 The State’s revenue collections have increased by 10% and GST 
collections have shown a robust growth of 30% in the first half of 
2022-23, when compared with the corresponding period of previous 

year. 
FDI of ₹21,480 crore 

 The State, which has the reputation of being one of the top attractors 
of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI), has received ₹21,480 crore of FDI 
in the first quarter of the present financial year, according to the 

report. 
 Also, the State has managed to reduce inflation from 6.39% in April 

2022 to 5.81% in September 2022, which is well below the 7.4% 

inflation of the country in this period. 
Word of caution 

 However, the global economic slowdown is likely to have an adverse 
impact on the State GSDP which is dominated by the export-oriented 
service sector, it observes. 

Karnataka Economy 
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 The fiscal deficit for 2022-23 has been revised at 2.82% of GSDP and 
revenue deficit at 0.67% of GSDP for the State with a total budget size 

of ₹2,65,720 crore. The report says that the fiscal deficit of 2.82% of 
GSDP is well within the permissible limit of 3%. 

 The report points out that the Total Outstanding Liabilities (TOL) of 
the state in absolute numbers is expected to increase from ₹4,57,899 
crore in 2021-22 to ₹5,18,366 crore in 2022-23. Also, it observed that 

the outstanding debt of the State government was increasing at rapid 
pace resulting in higher interest payments. 

 

 
 

 
1. The Karnataka-Maharashtra border row 
 The border town of Belagavi has been a part of Karnataka since 

boundaries were demarcated along linguistic lines under the States 
Reorganisation Act, 1956.  

 But the inter-State border dispute between Karnataka and 
Maharashtra erupts every now and then.  

 The decades-old dispute flared up again in 2022 when Karnataka 

Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said the Karnataka government was 
considering laying claim to Jath taluk in Maharashtra, evoking a 
strong response.  

 The Karnataka Legislative Assembly, on December 22, unanimously 
passed a resolution to protect its interests and called the dispute a 

“closed chapter”.  
 On December 27 2022, the Maharashtra government retaliated by 

passing a unanimous resolution in its Assembly to legally pursue the 

inclusion of 865 Marathi-speaking villages from Belagavi, Karwar, 
Nipani, Bidar, Bhalki and others in Karnataka into the State.  
What are the claims of the two States? 

 The raging boundary dispute between the two States dates back to the 
reorganisation of States along linguistic lines.  

 In 1957, unhappy with the demarcation of boundaries, Maharashtra 
demanded realignment of its border with Karnataka.  

 It invoked Section 21 (2)(b) of the Act, submitting a memorandum to 

the Union Ministry of Home Affairs stating its objection to Marathi-
speaking areas being included in Karnataka. It filed a petition in the 

Supreme Court staking a claim over Belagavi.  
 Karnataka has argued that the inclusion of Belagavi as part of its 

territory is beyond dispute. It has cited the demarcation done on 

linguistic lines as per the Act and the 1967 Mahajan Commission 
Report to substantiate its position.  

 Karnataka has argued for the inclusion of areas in Kolhapur, 

Sholapur and Sangli districts (falling under Maharashtra) in its 
territory.  

 From 2006, Karnataka started holding the winter session of the 
Legislature in Belagavi, building the massive Suvarna Vidhana 
Soudha in the district headquarters to reassert its claim.  

Social and Political Perspective 
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Terms of the Mahajan Commission 

 In 1966, at Maharashtra’s insistence, the then Prime Minister Indira 

Gandhi established a one-man commission led by Mehr Chand 
Mahajan, which recommended that 264 villages be transferred to 

Maharashtra and that Belagavi (Belgaum) and 247 villages remain 
with Karnataka.  

 Maharashtra rejected the report, while Karnataka welcomed it. 

Karnataka argued that either the Mahajan Commission Report should 
be accepted fully, or the status quo maintained.  
Recent Controversy around Jath taluka  

 A war of words broke out between BJP leaders in Karnataka and 
Maharashtra over the border row last month after CM Basavaraj 

Bommai said the BJP-led government was “seriously considering” 
laying a claim on Jath taluka and held meetings with senior advocates 
to resolve the boundary issue.  

 In 2021, all 40 gram panchayats of the drought-prone Jath taluk 
passed a resolution to join Karnataka, stating that the Maharashtra 

government was unable to provide water to its people and they were 
being treated unfairly.  

 This fuelled tension between the two states, with Maharashtra Deputy 

CM Devendra Fadnavis saying they would not cede even an inch of 
land to Karnataka. Mr. Bommai then upped the ante by stating that 
Solapur and Akkalkot ought to be part of Karnataka as well.  

 In the same week, violence broke out at Dhound village in 
Maharashtra when some pro-Marathi activists vandalised a KSRTC 

bus. In retaliation, a few pro-Kannada activists blackened the boards 
of an MSRTC bus in Kalaburagi district. 
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