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1. State govt.’s power to form committee on UCC cannot per se be 
challenged: SC 

 The Supreme Court held that a State government’s authority under 
the Constitution to form a committee to examine the implementation 
of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) cannot per se be challenged. 

 A Bench discarded the argument by petitioner that only the Centre 
could set up a committee for the implementation of the UCC. 

 The petition had challenged the Uttarakhand government’s move to 

set up a committee on the UCC. The Uttarakhand committee is 
headed by former SC Justice Ranjana P. Desai. 
The Judgment 

 “Article 162 of the Constitution indicates that the executive power of a 
State extends to matters with respect to which the Legislature of the 

State has power to make laws. In view of the provisions of Entry 5 of 
the Concurrent List of the Seventh Schedule, the constitution of a 

Committee per se cannot be challenged as ultra vires,” the Supreme 
Court said.  

 Entry 5 of the Concurrent List deals with “marriage and divorce; 

infants and minors; adoption; wills, intestacy and succession; joint 
family and partition; all matters in respect of which parties in judicial 
proceedings were immediately before the commencement of this 

Constitution subject to their personal law”. 
 The court’s refusal to interfere in the case of Uttarakhand and its 

recorded observations in a judicial order that the State government 
did indeed have the power to take steps towards implementing the 
UCC would prove decisive and encourage other States to take similar 

measures. 
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 

 The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) calls for the formulation of one law for 

India, which would be applicable to all religious communities in 
matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption.  

 The code comes under Article 44 of the Constitution, which lays down 
that the state shall endeavor to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the 
citizens throughout the territory of India. 
Importance of Article 44  

 The objective of Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian 

Constitution was to address the discrimination against vulnerable 
groups and harmonise diverse cultural groups across the country.  

 Dr. B R Ambedkar, while formulating the Constitution had said that a 

UCC is desirable but for the moment it should remain voluntary, and 
thus the Article 35 of the draft Constitution was added as a part of the 
Directive Principles of the State Policy in part IV of the Constitution of 

India as Article 44.  
Arguments Against a UCC 

 The main argument against a UCC is that it violates the constitutional 
freedom to practice the religion of choice which allows religious 

Polity and Governance 
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communities to follow their respective personal laws. For example, 
Article 25 gives every religious group the right to manage its own 

affairs. Article 29 gives them the right to conserve their distinct 
culture. 

 Secondly, it is also argued that if codified civil laws and criminal laws 
like the CrPC and IPC don't follow  ‘one nation, one law’, then how can 
this diktat be applied to diverse personal laws of various 

communities?. With respect to criminal law, note that different states 
have different legal ages for drinking alcohol. 

 Thirdly, did the framers of the constitution intend total uniformity? 

After all, personal laws were placed in the Concurrent List, entry 
number 5, giving both the Parliament and State Assemblies the power 

to legislate on personal issues. If the framers of the Constitution 
intended uniformity in personal laws, they would have put them on 
the union list, giving parliament all the power to legislate on them. 

 And finally, it is alleged that a UCC will impose a Hinduised code for 
all communities. For example, a UCC could include provisions 

regarding personal issues like marriage, that are in line with Hindu 
customs but will legally force other communities to follow the same. 

 

2. We won’t pay a farthing more, says Union Carbide 

 
 The Union Carbide Corporation (UCC) said it is not willing to pay a 

“farthing” more if a settlement with the Centre in 1989 is set aside by 
the Supreme Court even as a Constitution Bench asked the 

government why ₹50 crore of the $470 million paid by the company 
has still not reached the Bhopal gas leak tragedy victims after all 
these years. 
Bhopal Gas Leak Tragedy 

 On the night of December 2, 1984, chemical, methyl isocyanate (MIC) 

spilt out from Union Carbide India Ltd’s (UCIL’s) pesticide factory 
turned the city of Bhopal into a colossal gas chamber.  

 It was India's first major industrial disaster. At least 30 tonnes of 

methyl isocyanate gas killed more than 15,000 people and affected 
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over 600,000 workers. The Bhopal gas tragedy is known as the world's 
worst industrial disaster. 

 Methyl Isocyanate is a colourless liquid used for making pesticides. 
MIC is safe when maintained properly. The chemical is highly reactive 

to heat. When exposed to water, the compounds in MIC react with 
each other causing a heat reaction.   
Methyl Isocyanate chemical reaction's impact on health 

  Immediate health effects include ulcers, photophobia, respiratory 
issues, anorexia, persistent abdominal pain, genetic issue, neuroses, 
impaired audio and visual memory, impaired reasoning ability, and a 

lot more. 
 Long-term health effects include chronic conjunctivitis, decreased 

lung function, increased pregnancy loss, increased infant mortality, 
increased chromosomal abnormalities, impaired associate learning 
and more. 

 
3. Global event in Jaipur to mark International Year of Millets 

 A major international event, titled ‘Magic Millets-2023’, has been 
planned in Jaipur to mark the International Year of Millets, 
designated by the United Nations General Assembly, to promote the 

consumption of coarse grains.  
 Minister of State for External Affairs V. Muraleedharan virtually 

launched a campaign to promote millet consumption by releasing a 

poster of the international conference at a programme in New York. 
 The global conference would help the efforts being made by the Union 

and the State governments as well as the UN bodies to bring millets 
back to people’s lives. 
International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023  

 Spearheaded by the Prime Minister, the Government of India 
sponsored the proposal for International Year of Millets (IYM) 2023 
which was accepted by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA).  

 The declaration has been instrumental for the Government of India to 
be at the forefront in celebrating the IYM. 
Importance of Millets 

 ‘Millets’ were among the first crops to be domesticated in India with 
several evidence of its consumption during the Indus valley 

civilization.  
 Being grown in more than 130 countries at present, Millets are 

considered traditional food for more than half a billion people across 
Asia and Africa. 

 In India, millets are primarily a kharif crop, requiring less water and 

agricultural inputs than other similar staples.  
 Millets are important by virtue of its mammoth potential to generate 

livelihoods, increase farmers’ income and ensure food & nutritional 

security all over the world. 
 

4. A Governor and a Chief Minister at loggerheads 
 The Tamil Nadu Assembly witnessed dramatic scenes recently. When 

the Governor skipped portions of the address that was prepared and 
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approved by the State Cabinet, including references to political 
stalwarts from the State and the Dravidian model of governance, Chief 

Minister M. K. Stalin moved a resolution to expunge all deviations 
made by Mr. Ravi and only take the prepared speech for the records. 

Subsequently, Mr. Ravi walked out of the Assembly. 
Is the Governor bound to follow the directions of the State 
government? 

 Article 154 of the Constitution says “the executive power of the State 
shall be vested in the Governor and shall be exercised by him either 
directly or through officers subordinate to him in accordance with this 

Constitution”.  
 However, Article 163 states that the Governor shall exercise his 

functions with the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers except 
for functions which require his discretion. 

 Further, Art 163 (2) states,”If any question arises whether any matter 

is or is not a matter as respects which the Governor is by or under 
this Constitution required to act in his discretion, the decision of the 

Governor in his discretion shall be final”. 
 The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, had made ministerial 

advice binding on the President but no such provision had been made 

for the Governor. The Supreme Court of India, however, has in several 
landmark judgements defined limits of the discretionary powers. 

 In the 2016 Nabam Rebia judgment, a five-judge Bench led by then 

Chief Justice of India, J. S. Khehar said that Article 163 of the 
Constitution does not give the Governor a “general discretionary power 

to act against or without the advice of his council of ministers”. 
 In the Shamsher Singh & Anr versus State Of Punjab (1974), a seven-

judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court said that the 

President and the Governor shall exercise their formal powers in 
accordance with the advice of their Ministers other than in some 
exceptional situations. 
Way Forward 

 Several experts panels were set up to suggest ways to improve Centre-

State relations. Most of these reports have advocated for appointing 
non-political Governors through independent mechanisms after 
consultations with the concerned Chief Ministers.  

 The Sarkaria Commission had pointed out that the role of the 
Governor “is to see that a government is formed and not to try to form 

a government”. However, the recommendations of these reports have 
not been taken up by any government so far. 

 

5. ‘PM SVANidhi has aided over 9,000 street food vendors’ 
 More than nine thousand street food vendors have been onboard on 

food delivery platforms like Swiggy and Zomato as part of the Prime 

Minister Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme, 
making a wider market accessible to them, Union Minister for Urban 

Affairs Hardip Singh Puri has said.  
 The total sales by these food vendors on these platforms till now, 

2023, has been ₹21.93 crore. 
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 In the past two years, more than 40.07 lakh loans worth ₹4,606.36 
crore has been disbursed to 45.32 lakh beneficiaries under the 

scheme. 
Prime Minister Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) 

scheme 

 The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs launched a scheme PM Street 
Vendor's AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) to empower Street 

Vendors by not only extending loans to them, but also for their 
holistic development and economic upliftment.  

 The scheme intends to facilitate collateral free working capital loans of 

up to INR10,000/- of one-year tenure, to approximately 50 lakh street 
vendors, to help resume their businesses in the urban areas, 

including surrounding peri-urban/rural areas. 
 

6. ‘Soul of Steel’ challenge to be launched in India 

 On the lines of the ‘Ironman triathlon’ long-distance triathlon 
challenge in Europe which tests an individual’s grit and endurance, a 

‘Soul of Steel’ challenge is set to be launched in India. 
 The challenge, which will test one’s high-altitude endurance, will be 

undertaken in Uttarakhand. 

 The effort is spearheaded by a venture, CLAW Global, run by veterans 
and is being supported by the Indian Army. 

 The idea behind Soul of Steel is pooling of skill sets and creating a 

challenge that will unlock the human ability to survive, stabilize and 
thrive in high altitude areas. 

 

 

 

1. Wholesale Inflation slides to 22-month low at 4.95% 

 
 India’s wholesale price inflation slipped to a 22-month low of 4.95% in 

December 2022 from 5.85% in November 2022, fostering hopes of 
further easing in the price rise faced by consumers, as producers may 

slow down the pass-through of input costs at the retail level. 

Economy 
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 This is the second month in a row that wholesale inflation has been 
lower than retail inflation, which came in at 5.88% in November and 

5.72% for December. 
 Fuel and power is the only category to record an acceleration in price 

rise from 17.35% in November to 18.1%. Food and primary articles 
moderated sharply from 2.2% to 0.65% and 5.5% to 2.4%, 
respectively. 

 If commodity prices do not rebound strongly, wholesale inflation could 
clock in at 4.5%-4.9% in January 2023, before easing to below 2% by 
March. 
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 

 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) represents the price of goods at a 

wholesale stage i.e. goods that are sold in bulk and traded between 
organizations instead of consumers. WPI is used as a measure of 
inflation in some economies. 

 WPI is used as an important measure of inflation in India. Fiscal and 
monetary policy changes are greatly influenced by changes in WPI.  

 WPI is an easy and convenient method to calculate inflation. Inflation 
rate is the difference between WPI calculated at the beginning and the 
end of a year. The percentage increase in WPI over a year gives the 

rate of inflation for that year. 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) 

 The CPI tracks the change in retail prices of goods and services which 

households purchase for their daily consumption. 
 The Central Bank (RBI) pays very close attention to the CPI in its role 

of maintaining price stability in the economy. 
 The CPI monitors retail prices at a certain level for a particular 

commodity; price movement of goods and services at rural, urban and 

all-India levels. The change in the price index over a period of time is 
referred to as CPI-based inflation, or retail inflation.  

 Generally, CPI is used as a macroeconomic indicator of inflation, as a 

tool by the central bank and government for inflation targeting and for 
inspecting price stability, and as a deflator in the national accounts. 

 CPI also helps understand the real value of salaries, wages, and 
pensions, the purchasing power of the nation’s currency, and 
regulating rates. 

 
2. National conclave on financial literacy  

 The Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, and 
National Academy of RUDSETI (NAR) will hold “Saksham”, a national 
conclave on financial literacy.  

 It will be attended by 350 participants from State Rural Livelihood 
Mission, NABARD, Public and Private Sector Banks, World Bank, RBI, 
sector experts and women from self-help groups.  

 The conclave will be held at Bengaluru. According to a release, during 
the conclave, the Minister of State for Rural Development will launch 

the national campaign. 
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3. ‘Levy anti-dumping duty on viscose fibre’ 
 The Association of Man-made Fibre Industry of India (AMFII) has 

appealed to the Union Finance Ministry to accept the 
recommendations of the Directorate General of Trade Remedies 

(DGTR) on levy of anti-dumping duty (ADD) on imports of Viscose 
Staple Fibre from Indonesia. 

 The import of Viscose Staple Fibre (VSF), which is used in readymade 

garments, home, and industrial textiles, increased fivefold since the 
removal of ADD in August 2021.  

 These surging imports at predatory prices are significantly harming 

the domestic man-made fibre industry. 
 Currently, India’s free-trade agreements with ASEAN nations allow for 

export of VSF to India at zero duty. 
Anti-Dumping (ADD) and Countervailing (CD) Duty 

 Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Duties are extra import duties 

imposed on goods in addition to the normal duties that apply. These 
duties apply to imported goods that are sold inside the country at 

prices substantially lower than their normal value. 
 Anti-Dumping duties are a type of tariff that the government imposes 

on such import items with a price tag significantly lower than the 

domestic market value. 
 Anti-Dumping Duties are introduced to protect the industry from the 

possible damage caused by the dumping of low-priced goods on the 

Indian market. 
 Countervailing Duty applies to goods that have benefited from 

government subsidies in their country of origin. This results in 
substantially lower than normal prices. 

   

4. Kollam is the first Constitution literate dist. 
 Kollam will be officially declared India’s first Constitution literate 

district by Chief Minister of Kerala Pinarayi Vijayan. 

 The Citizen, a Constitution literacy campaign was  jointly launched by 
the Kollam district panchayat, District Planning Committee and the 

Kerala Institute of Local Administration (KILA). 
 As part of the ambitious campaign, around 16.3 lakh people in the 

district above the age of 10 have been educated on various aspects of 

the Constitution and the strenuous process involved 2,200 trainers 
called ‘senators’. 

 During the seven-month campaign, the senators visited schools, 
offices, auto stands and tribal councils to spread awareness. 
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5. Modi flags off world’s longest river cruise from Varanasi to 
Dibrugarh 

 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off the world’s longest river 

cruise — MV Ganga Vilas — and inaugurated the tent city at 
Varanasi.  

 The longest river cruise from Kashi to Dibrugarh is putting Indian 
tourism destinations on the global tourism map, the Prime Minister 
said.  

 With the tent city, tourists and devotees coming to Kashi now have an 
incredible means of accommodation. 
Indigenous Cruise Vessel 

 MV Ganga Vilas is the first indigenously made cruise vessel in India.  

 It has three decks, 18 suites on board with a capacity of 36 tourists, 

with all the modern amenities.  
 It will cover a distance of 3,200 km in roughly 51 days reaching 

Assam’s Dibrugarh through Bangladesh. 

 Built with a unique design and a futuristic vision, the MV Ganga Vilas 
will meander across various prominent destinations that lie along the 
Ganga and Hooghly.  

 The cruise will pass through 25 different river streams. 
 The cruise journey is going to bring many spiritual, multinational and 

natural experiences as it will cover destinations like Kashi, Patna 
Sahib, Bodh Gaya, Vikramshila, Dhaka and the Sundarbans. 

 

 

 

1. India, Britain sign and exchange letters for Young Professionals 
Scheme 

 The governments of India and the U.K. marked Pravasi Bharatiya 

Divas on January 9 2023 by kicking off the Young Professionals 
Scheme. 

 The scheme will permit up to 3,000 of their degree-holding citizens 

aged between 18 and 30 to live and work in each other’s countries for 
a period of two years. 

 The launch of the scheme, which was conceived as part of an India-
U.K. Migration and Mobility MoU signed in May 2021, was announced 
in November 2022 at the G20 summit in Bali, where U.K. Prime 

Minister Rishi Sunak held talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

International Relations 
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 Young Indians and Britons would be able to travel to each other’s 
countries either for work or study, or visit, for two years. The scheme 

allows for exchange visas for up to 3,000 individuals per year. 
Hindrances 

 The signing of the agreement belies more complex issues around the 
movement of persons across borders. Part of the Migration and 
Mobility agreement of 2021 seeks to address the return of illegal 

migrants to their home countries.   
 A ‘free trade’ agreement between the two countries, which the 

governments were hoping to conclude soon, was complicated in part 

due to the U.K. Home Secretary Suella Braverman saying Indians 
were the largest group of visa-overstayers in Britain and the 

agreement with India had “not necessarily worked very well”. 
 

2. World is in crisis and it’s not clear how long it will last, says Modi 

 
 The world is facing a lasting crisis and there is no clarity about how 

long this “state of instability” will last, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said inaugurating the Voice of the Global South Summit. 

 The global south does not have an adequate voice in the “eight-

decade-old model of global governance” and it should shape the 
“emerging order, Mr. Modi said, adding that the countries of the global 

south would drive the world economy in the 21st century. 
 Most of the global challenges have not been created by the global 

south. But they affect us more. We have seen this in the impact of the 

COVID pandemic, climate change, terrorism and even the Ukraine 
conflict.  

 The search for solutions also does not factor in our role or our voice,” 
the Prime Minister said. 

 Mr. Modi said India’s 2023 goal was to represent the global south, 

assuring them that “...your voice is India’s voice. Your priorities are 
India’s priorities.” 

 As India begins its G-20 presidency this year, it is natural, our aim is 

to amplify the voice of the global south,” he said. 
Global South’ nations 

 The term “Global South” was coined in the late 1960s to denote 
developing countries. It does not relate to the geographical positioning 
of the countries but rather that of their economic status. 

 Mainly, countries other than the developed countries of Europe and 
North America were termed “third world” countries. But to improve 

the terminology, the term “Global South” was used.  
 Countries of the Global South have been described as newly 

industrialized or in the process of industrializing. The countries which 
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fall in the Global South category, are mainly located in Africa, Asia, 
Oceania, Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
3. India intensified crackdown on activists, media in 2022: Human 

Rights Watch report 
 The World Report 2023 of Human Rights Watch (HRW), released said 

that Indian authorities had “intensified and broadened” their 

crackdown on activist groups and the media through 2022, adding 
that the “Hindu nationalist” Bharatiya Janata Party-led government 
used “abusive and discriminatory policies to repress Muslims and 

other minorities”. 
Details 

 “The BJP government’s promotion of Hindu majoritarian ideology 
provokes authorities and supporters to engage in discriminatory and 
at times violent actions against religious minorities.  

 The authorities should be reining in party members and supporters 
responsible for these abuses instead of “jailing critics and shutting 

down rights groups”. 
 The HRW said authorities across India arrested activists, journalists, 

and other critics of the government on what it called “politically 

motivated” criminal charges, including that of terrorism. 
‘Laws misused’ 

 The authorities in several BJP-ruled states demolished Muslim homes 

and properties without legal authorisation or due process as summary 
punishment for protests or alleged crimes, the HRW said. 

 They also “misused” laws forbidding forced religious conversions “to 
target Christians, especially from Dalit and Adivasi communities. 

 On Jammu and Kashmir, the HRW said that even after three years of 

dilution of Article 370, “the government continued to restrict free 
expression, peaceful assembly, and other basic rights there”. 

 Meanwhile, the HRW noted the increasingly liberal steps taken by the 

Supreme Court in India, citing the ruling to halt all use of the 
colonial-era Sedition law and banning of the two-finger tests to protect 

survivors of sexual assault. 
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1. Tonga eruption similar to Mount St. Helens eruption 

 
 The forces generated by the January 2022 Tonga eruption created 

globally observable atmosphere waves, according to a new study using 

remote seismic data.  
 The eruption of the volcano was the largest volcanic explosion in more 

than 30 years.  

 Researchers used remote seismic data recording ground motions 
produced by the eruption and indirectly by the resulting atmospheric 

waves to estimate the overall force the eruption imposed onto the 
Earth as it vented over time. 

 

 

 

1. U.S. fund to help restore Paigah Tombs in Hyderabad 
 The necropolis of noblemen dating from the Asaf Jahi era known as 

Paigah Tombs Complex in Santosh Nagar is set to be restored with 

funding by the US Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation.  
 These are absolutely gorgeous sites. Preserving cultural landmarks 

such as this benefits all humanity. By preserving them, we ensure 

that history, art and architecture are not lost to time. We make it 
possible for future generations to be able to experience the same 

wonder and awe that we are experiencing being here today. 
Paigah Tombs  

Geography 
 

History 
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 Paigah Tombs or Maqhbara Shams al-Umara, are the tombs belonging 

to the nobility of the Paigah family, who were fierce loyalists of the 
Nizams, served as statespeople, philanthropists and generals under 

and alongside them.  
 The Paigah tombs are among the major wonders of Hyderabad State 

which are known for their architectural excellence as shown in their 

laid mosaic tiles and craftsmanship work.  
 This is one of the most significant architectural sites in Hyderabad. 

Stucco work like this doesn’t exist anywhere else in India. It has 

incredible lattice screens, minarets, and detailing.  
 

 

 

1. Beypore boat to figure in DPR for Swadesh Darshan 

 
 The Kerala Tourism Department is likely to highlight Beypore ‘Uru’, 

the wooden dhows handcrafted by artisans and carpenters, and the 

water sports there in the detailed project report (DPR) to be submitted 
to the Centre for the Swadesh Darshan project. 

 Beypore was reportedly included in the project considering its historic 

importance as a port town, its global fame for the Uru and the 
beautiful seashore, which could boost its tourism sector in a big way.  

 The Tourism Department successfully organized an International 
Water Fest in 2021 and 2022, attracting thousands of people. 
Beypore ‘Uru’ 

 Uru, also known as Fat Boat in English, is a type of dhow made in 
Beypore, Kerala, in the southwestern coast of India. 

Culture 
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 This type of boat has been used by the Arabs since ancient times as 
trading vessels, and even now, urus are being manufactured and 

exported to Arab nations from Beypore.  
 It is mainly made of Malabar teak, probably the biggest handicraft in 

the world. 
 The Khalasis are the traditional artisans responsible for the 

manufacture of the Uru.  

 
2. Makaravilakku festival at Sabarimala Ayyappa temple 

 
 The Makaravilakku festival was celebrated at the Sabarimala Ayyappa 

temple with an unprecedented rush of devotees, who had been 
camping in and around the temple for the past few days. 

 Thousands of devotees queued up for hours to have a glimpse of 
Makarajyoti, a celestial star that appears on the eastern horizon of the 

sannidhanam, and the Makaravilakku deeparadhana performed atop 
the Ponnambalamedu hillock facing the temple. 

 Deeparadhana was performed atop the Ponnambalamedu and the 

bright flame of Makaravilakku was sighted three times around 6.45 
p.m. Besides those at the sannidhanam, people took positions at the 
various vantage points around the Sabarimala hills to witness the 

celestial light. 
 

3. Gangasagar Mela 
 Only a few kilometers from the beaches of the Sagar island where 

lakhs of pilgrims have descended for a holy dip on the festival of 

Makar Sankranti. 
  Gangasagar mela takes place every year on the island of Gangasagar 

in West Bengal’s 24 South Parganas. 
What is Gangasagar mela? 

 Every year during Gangasagar mela, devotees from all over the 

country gather at the confluence of the Ganga and the Bay of Bengal 
to take a sacred dip during Makar Sankranti (mid-January).  

 Gangasagar is an island in the Ganges delta located on the 

continental shelf of the Bay of Bengal roughly 100 kilometres (54 
nautical miles) south of Kolkata, according to West Bengal Tourism. 

 The mela is said to be India's second largest pilgrimage gathering after 
the Kumbh Mela.  
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 This year, the mela will be held from January 8 to 17, with Makar 
Sankranti falling on January 15, and approximately three million 

people are expected to attend the mela to take the holy dip. 
Climate refugees 

 Signs of erosion are not only visible on the Dhablat Shibpur beach but 
in several areas around the island, including the very beach where it’s 
believed that the Ganga meets the sea in front of the Kapil Muni 

temple. 
 Sagar, the largest island in the Sundarbans archipelago, is not only 

eroding but has also become home for many people rendered 

homeless by sea erosion on other, smaller islands.  
 Our parents had come to Ghoramara from Lohachara island [which 

disappeared in 2006]. Even after migrating from Ghoramara and 
coming to Sagar, we are battling storms every year. 

 There are several colonies on Sagar island where people rendered 

homeless on other islands have taken shelter, but parts of the biggest 
island are also fast eroding. 

 On the erosion, there were a number of natural barriers, including 
undulating sand dunes and natural vegetation, which have been done 
away for beautification works. “As erosion will eat out the land of the 

island, the people of Sagar will be more dependent on tourism, 
particularly the Gangasagar Mela.                           

 West Bengal chief minister Mamata Banerjee has demanded a 

'national status' for the 'Gangasagar mela. 
 

 

 

 

1. Despite SC order, single women denied abortion 

 
 A Mumbai-based woman was turned away at the State-run J.J. 

Hospital in December last year seeking an abortion.  
 Doctors at the hospital decided that her case was legally complicated. 

Her pregnancy had crossed 20 weeks, she was unmarried and the 
reason for her pregnancy was determined “as due to failure of 

Social Issues 
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contraception”. She then approached the Wadia Hospital, a charitable 
institution, which too turned her away. 

 She wanted to discontinue her pregnancy as she was not ready to 
have the baby. So she had to finally move the Bombay High Court 

citing the Supreme Court judgment to get a favourable recourse. 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Bill, 2021 

 The Rajya Sabha has approved the Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

(Amendment) Bill, 2021 to amend the Medical Termination of 
Pregnancy Act, 1971 on 16th March 2021. The Bill was approved in 
Lok Sabha on 17th March 2020. 
Salient features of amendments: 

 Enhancing the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for special 

categories of women which will be defined in the amendments to the 
MTP Rules and would include survivors of rape, victims of incest and 
other vulnerable women (like differently-abled women, minors) etc. 

 Opinion of only one provider will be required up to 20 weeks of 
gestation and of two providers for termination of pregnancy of 20-24 

weeks of gestation. 
 Upper gestation limit not to apply in cases of substantial fetal 

abnormalities diagnosed by the Medical Board. The composition, 

functions and other details of the Medical Board to be prescribed 
subsequently in Rules under the Act. 

 Name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has been 

terminated shall not be revealed except to a person authorized in any 
law for the time being in force. 

 The ground of failure of contraceptives has been extended to women 
and her partners. 

 

 

 

1. ‘Declare land subsidence a national calamity’ 

 The Congress urged the Narendra Modi government to announce the 
land subsidence in Joshimath of Uttarakhand as a national calamity, 

declare the entire zone as a natural disaster zone and immediately 
stop all developmental projects. 

 The party said work should be halted until experts and 

environmentalists did an on-ground assessment and submitted their 
report.  

 Describing the land subsidence as a man-made disaster, the Congress 
sought enhanced compensation for those whose homes had been 
damaged, preservation of the old Joshimath town and development of 

a new town to rehabilitate the affected residents. 
National Calamity 

 The 10th Finance Commission (1995-2000) proposed that to term a 

disaster “a national calamity of rarest severity” if it affects one-third of 
the state's population. 

Environment and Ecology 
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 The panel did not define a “calamity of rare severity”. But it stated 
that a calamity of rare severity would necessarily have to be adjudged 

on a case-to-case basis. 
Landslides 

 The movement of a mass of rock, rubble, or dirt down a slope due to 
gravity is known as a landslide. Landslides are particularly dangerous 
in areas with steep slopes, such as hilly regions. Landslides include 

things like earth flow, mass movement, mudflow, rotational slip, and 
avalanches. 
landslide zones in India 

 
 Avalanches and landslides are two of the most common hydro-

geological hazards that afflict significant areas of India. 

 Approximately 15% of the country's territory is prone to landslides. 
The Himalayas of Northwest and Northeast India, as well as the 
Western Ghats, are two high-risk areas. 
Causes of Landslide 
Natural Causes : 

 Earthquakes: Earthquakes cause the earth's crust to shake violently, 
putting stress on materials and causing landslides. 

 Excessive Rainfall: In regions with steep slopes, heavy or continuous 

rain can cause landslides. Water loosens the material by acting as a 
lubricant. The Uttarakhand Cloudburst of 2013 for example, caused 
massive landslides in the area. 
Anthropogenic Causes: 

 Infrastructure Development: The creation of roads, railways, dams, 

etc. in the mountainous region can result in landslides. For instance, 
the development of Konkan Railways in western ghats is considered a 
significant reason behind the frequent occurrence of landslides in the 

region. 
 Mining: It involves removing the surface of the earth for mineral 

exploration, which loosens the grip of material. Further explosions are 

also a part of mining, which may result in landslides. 
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 Deforestation: Trees are cut for agricultural and industrial activities 
which loosens the soil grip and makes the region more vulnerable to 

landslides. 
 Unsustainable Tourism: The rising tourist influx in the Himalayan 

region puts greater pressure on land as more infrastructure and 
amenities are needed to accommodate them. This leads to more 
construction and greater landslides. 

 
2. Centre puts Neelakurinji on the list of protected plants 

 
 The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF) has 

listed Neelakurinji (Strobilanthes kunthiana) under Schedule III of the 

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 including it on the list of protected 
plants. 

 Those who uproot or destroy the plant will invite a fine of ₹25,000 and 

three years imprisonment. 
 The cultivation of Neelakurinji and its possession is not allowed, 

according to the order. 
 Neelakurinji was included when the Centre expanded the earlier 

protected list of six plant species to 19. 

 Threats 
 “Destroying and uprooting Neelakurinji plants is a major threat to the 

flowering areas.  

 As per the new order, the department will take action against those 
who uproot or destroy Neelakurinji in forest areas, protected areas, 

and national parks. 
Neelakurinji 

 Neelakurinji is a tropical plant species. It is native to Shola forests in 

Western Ghats. 
 It has been categorized as endangered species. 

 Neelakurinji plant is endemic to a small stretch in the Western Ghats 
from the Mangaladevi hills to the Nilgiris hills 

 “In the Western Ghats region, nearly 70 varieties of Neelakurinji 

plants have been identified.  
 The most popular Neelakurinji is Strobilanthes kunthiana that blooms 

once in 12 years. However, some other rare varieties of Neelakurnji are 

also found in the Western Ghats region. 
 The most recent blooming of Neelakurinji was over a vast area on the 

Kallippara hills at Santhanpara in Idukki. An expert team had 
identified six varieties of the plant across the mountains. 
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 The Eravikulam National Park, near Munnar, is known for widespread 
blooming of the kurinji, with the next flowering season expected in 

2030. 
 

 

 

1. Electric buses under FAME-II scheme to hit the streets 

 7,000 electric buses under the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 
Electric Vehicles in India Phase (FAME)-II scheme that will hit the 
roads in cities of India by 2024, according to a Heavy Industries 

Ministry official.  
 Of all the electric buses under the scheme, over 3,000 e-buses are 

already operating. 
Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Electric Vehicles in India 
Phase (FAME)-II scheme 

 Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles 
(FAME II), is a scheme launched by the Government of India to give a 

boost to development of Electric Vehicles. 
 The second phase (FAME II) is a 3-year subsidy programme.  
 It aims at supporting the electrification of public and shared 

transportation: around 7,000 electric and hybrid buses, 500,000 lakh 
electric three wheelers, 55,000 electric four wheeler passenger cars, 
and 1 million electric two wheelers. 

 

 

 
1. ‘Doctor didis’ creating social capital in rural Jharkhand 
 In Agra village, about 45 km from Ranchi, women have been 

appointed the pashu sakhi — meaning friend of the animals — 
community in Jharkhand’s Tamar block office to get the box that 
stores vaccination vials for goats, poultry, and pigs. 

 A team of about a thousand women across all 24 districts of 
Jharkhand, recruited since October 2013, for last mile coverage of 

livestock management.  
 These women, formally called community animal care service 

providers and informally known as doctor didis, go door to door when 

they are called.  
 They advise farmers about health check-ups for their livestock, 

vaccinations, deworming, hygiene, breeding, feeding, and the 
management of animal waste. 

 The project was conceived under the National Rural Livelihood 

Mission, to create a line of community resource persons.  
 In 2017-18, the Jharkhand Opportunities for Harnessing Rural 

Growth (JOHAR) took the project under its wing and the World Bank 

Science and Technology 
 

Health 
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began funding it. World Bank data says up to 57,000 farmers benefit 
from the project. 
Achievements 

 With the help of the pashu sakhis or doctor didis of Jharkhand, the 

mortality rate of goats has come down by about 30%, and of poultry 
by 40%. 

 Compared to the days before the pashu sakhis began their work, the 

average income of farmers from small backyard livestock production 
has risen between 55 to 125 times, according to the U.K.’s Oxford 
Group. 

 A World Bank newsletter said that the pashu sakhi model under 
JOHAR had been selected by the UN’s Food and Agriculture 

Organization and the International Food Policy Research Institute as 
one of the top eight global best practice models for farmer service 
delivery. 

 Besides the technical training in animal rearing though, the success 
of the women is because of the respect they have garnered both by 

their professional success and the income they bring in for their 
families. 

 

2. Rajasthan first to implement a blindness control policy 
 Rajasthan has become the first State to implement a policy to control 

blindness, with the objective of ensuring the “right to sight”.  

 Under the policy, a drive will be undertaken in the State to reduce the 
rate of blindness, and bring light into the lives of over 3 lakh people.  

 The policy aims to bring down the prevalence rate of blindness in the 
State, which was 1.1% in 2020, to 0.3%.  

 Medical and Health Secretary Prithvi Raj said the State government 

would mandatorily run keratoplasty centres for cornea transplant and 
eye banks in medical colleges.  

 The cornea collected by private bodies and non-government 

organisations receiving financial aid will be made available to 
government institutions on priority. 

 

 

 

1. Revolutionaries- The Other Story of How India Won Its Freedom 

 

Books and Authors 
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 Home Minister Amit Shah today released a book titled 
Revolutionaries- The Other Story of How India Won Its Freedom at a 

function in New Delhi. 
 The Author of the book is  Economist Sanjeev Sanyal who is also a 

member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.  
 Speaking on the occasion, Mr Shah said that the country is 

celebrating Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and the Prime Minister has given 

a call of Panch Pran of which the two important resolves are – to 
remove any trace of colonial mindset and take pride in our roots. 
PM Modi’s “Panch Pran” 

 The PM has said in the next 25 years the country will create the 'Amrit 
Peedhi' following the resolutions of 'Panch Pran’. 

 This 'Amrit Peedhi' will be created by imbibing the resolutions of 
'Panch Pran' -  

o Creation of a developed India,  

o Freedom from all colonial mindset,  
o Pride in heritage,  

o Unity and  
o Citizen duty. 

 

 

 
1. RRR’s Naatu Naatu is first Asian song to win Golden Globe 

 
 Hyderabad-based music composer M.M. Keeravani accepted the 

award for Best Original Song for S.S. Rajamouli-directed Telugu film 

RRR at the 80th Golden Globe Awards. 
 Naatu Naatu and RRR had been nominated for Best Original Song and 

Best Picture non-English language, respectively.  

 With the win, Naatu Naatu became the first Asian song to get the 
coveted award. 

 The film starring NTR Jr., Ram Charan, Alia Bhatt and Ajay Devgn 

had steadily become a rage in the U.S. over the past few months. 
 

Awards and Recognitions 
 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

2. 80th Golden Globe Awards 

 
 The Fabelmans, Steven Spielberg’s movie inspired by his teen years, 

and dark comedy The Banshees of Inisherin landed the top movie 
awards at the Golden Globes as Hollywood returned to a show that 

had been knocked off television by scandal. 
 Best Movie Drama - The Fabelmans  
 Best Movie Musical or Comedy - Banshees of Inisherin, the story of 

feuding friends on an Irish island. 
 Best Drama Series - House of the Dragon 

Best Director 

 Mr. Spielberg, who also won best director, based The Fabelmans on 
his real life as a teenager dealing with his parents’ marital struggles 

and anti-Semitism. 
 

 

 

1. BJP leader Keshari Nath dies 

 
 Former West Bengal Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi passed away at 

his residence in Prayagraj.  

 The 88-year-old BJP leader was a five-time MLA from Allahabad 
South. He also served as Speaker three times. 

 

 
 

 
 

Obituaries 
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2. Socialist stalwart Sharad Yadav passes away 

 
 Socialist leader and former Union Minister Sharad Yadav passed away 

after he was rushed to a Gurugram hospital when he complained of 

restlessness.  
 Socialist roots 

 Yadav, 74, was born in July 1947 in Hoshangabad in Madhya 
Pradesh.  

 His long political career saw him plunge into the anti-Emergency 

movement under Jayprakash Narayan and hold strongly to his 
socialist roots throughout.  

 His election from Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh in a bypoll in 1974 is 

considered a landmark in the anti-Emergency struggle going on at 
that time, and his extreme youth (he was a student leader) was a 

marker of things to come.  
 As the candidate of the combined Opposition, he defeated the 

Congress candidate. 

 He had fought Lok Sabha elections and won from three States — 
Madhya Pradesh (Jabalpur), Bihar (Madhepura) and Uttar Pradesh 
(Badaun). 

 He had a long career in both Houses of Parliament, being re-elected to 
several terms in the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

 

 

 

1. Mandya to host next sammelana 
 The 87th Akhila Bharata Kannada Sahitya Sammelana will be held in 

the “sugar bowl of South Karnataka '' Mandya. A decision to this effect 
was taken during the State executive committee of Kannada Sahitya 
Parishat held in Haveri. 

 There was keen competition to host the next Sahitya Sammelana by 
various districts, which finally resulted in the committee members 
being asked to vote for the next venue. 

 
 

 
 

State News 
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2. Veteran journalist dead 

 
 Veteran journalist K. Sathyanarayana passed away in Bengaluru. He 

was 82. 

 His journalistic career had spanned over six decades. He had begun 
his career in Thaayinadu in the 50s and then joined Kannada Prabha 

where he worked for over three decades.  
 He had worked as editor of Kannada Prabha and Indian Express. 

 

3. Madhya Pradesh lost more tigers than its rival Karnataka 
 The ‘tiger state’ Madhya Pradesh has lost 34 tigers compared to just 

15 in Karnataka, its nearest competitor in housing tigers in the 

country.  
 Karnataka, home to 524 tigers is competing with MP (526) for the tag 

of India’s ‘tiger state’.  
 

4. BBMP finally launches ‘Fix My Street’ app to report potholes on 

city roads 
 The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) has unveiled the 

‘FixMyStreet’ mobile application, for the public to report potholes on 

the city streets. 
 On the ‘FixMyStreet’ mobile application people can file reports about 

potholes and once ratified by a civic official, the app will automatically 
generate a work order to fill them. 

 The application is available on both the Android app store and Apple 

store for download and has an option of “road repair” tab. 
 

5. Kannada writer Sara Aboobacker passes away 
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 Sara Aboobacker, eminent Kannada writer, passed away at a private 
hospital in Mangaluru. She was 87. 

 Born in Kasaragod district of Kerala on June 30, 1936, she was a 
pioneering Muslim woman writer in Kannada.  

 In her works, she delineated the lives of women, Muslim women in 
particular, in a nuanced manner. She was among the first girls in her 
community in Kasaragod to complete schooling. 

 Ms. Aboobacker shot to fame with her first novel Chandragiri 
Teeradalli in 1981, which has also been translated into many 
languages, including English as Breaking Ties. The story of young 

Nadira’s struggles in a stifling and patriarchal setup, was brought out 
as a novel. This has also been adapted into a play. 

 Chandragiri Theeradalli and many of her later books were consistently 
critical of patriarchy and customs that hindered a woman’s freedom.  

 Among her other important works are Sahana, Vajragalu, and 

Panjara.  
 She was known for her straightforward and realistic style of narration 

that documented the lives of women around her as she saw them, 
particularly in coastal Karnataka and Kerala. She also translated from 
Malayalam into Kannada.  

 She had received several awards and recognitions, including the 
Kannada Sahitya Academy award, Nadoja award, and Rajyotsava 
award. 

 
6. Bommai releases logo of Uttara Karnataka Utsav 

 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai has released the logo of North 

Karnataka Utsav-2023 to be organised by the North Karnataka 

Associations’ Federation in Bengaluru on January 21 and 22 2023. 
 The utsav will be held at Sheesh Mahal, Palace Gate No. 7, Bangalore 

Palace.  
 People from North Karnataka have come here in search of various jobs 

and settled in Bengaluru, but they have protected and preserved the 

rich cultural heritage by forming associations in various extensions, 
said the Chief Minister. A variety of cultural programmes will be held 
as part of the programme. 
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7. Mini-textile parks will be set up in 25 taluks: CM 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai has instructed officials to establish 

mini-textile parks in 25 taluks which have more concentration of 
weavers’ population. 

 The funds were released under the DBT for handloom and power loom 
weavers/workers under the Nekar Sanman.  

 The mini-textile parks would help weavers, starting from processing 

cotton to manufacturing ready-made garments.  
 Weavers must focus on the quality of products and come forward for 

exports. The market must be extended through the digital forum, and 

for this, the Department of Handlooms and Textile will extend full 
support. Steps are being taken to have agreements with Amazon, 

Flipkart, and other online forums. 
 

8. State’s proposed R-Day tableau shortlisted 

 
 The Centre shortlisted the tableau of the Karnataka government for 

participation in the Republic Day parade 2023 in the national capital. 

 The proposed tableau would be on the theme related to women’s 
empowerment. 

 Karnataka has been showcasing its culture and heritage in tableaux 

in 13 consecutive Republic Day parades. The State’s tableau themed 
‘the cradle of traditional handicrafts’ was adjudged the second best 
last year. 

 
9. Kempe Gowda, Basaveshwara statues to be installed 

 Minister for Revenue R. Ashok said foundation stones would be laid 
for installing statues of Bengaluru founder Nadaprabhu Kempe Gowda 
and 12th Century social reformer Basaveshwara in front of the 

Vidhana Soudha, the State Secretariat, in Bengaluru. 
 Mr. Ashok told reporters here that the statues of Kempe Gowda and 

Basaveshwara would be installed between the statues of the former 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and the chief architect of the Indian 
Constitution B.R. Ambedkar.  

 A sum of ₹8 crore had been released for the installation of the statues. 
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10. ‘Santro’ Ravi: An alleged human trafficker in the corridors of 
power 

 The saga of ‘Santro’ Ravi, arrested recently is the shocking story of 
how a man who allegedly trafficked and forced women into the flesh 

trade, made deep inroads into the corridors of power in Karnataka.  
 K.S. Manjunath, 51, who later acquired the alias ‘Santro’ Ravi, as he 

used to allegedly abduct and traffic women in his ‘Santro’ car, hails 

from Mandya.  
 While police sources said he has had criminal records as far back as 

1995, he attained notoriety as a human trafficker in the Mysore region 

post 2000. 
 He mostly targeted tribal women in the Mysore-Chamarajanagar belt, 

said a senior police officer, adding that he promised jobs and 
ultimately pushed women into prostitution.  

 His notoriety was such that he was arrested under the draconian 

Goonda Act, 1985, over 10 cases of human trafficking by Mysuru 
Police as far back as 2005, when he spent 11 months in prison.  

 He has over 20 cases for human trafficking and cheating pending 
against him in Mysore and Bengaluru. 

 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai ordered a probe into the activities of 

‘Santro’ Ravi. He said the whole truth would come out during the 
probe. 

 

11. Bommai to present women-centric State Budget 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai said that he would present a 

women-centric and pro-people Budget for 2023-24, which will, among 
other things, have a scheme to provide assistance to women to 
manage expenses of their households. 

 The government is formulating schemes for providing benefits to the 
labour class and women who had been adversely impacted by COVID-
19 during the past two years. 
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1. Exports drop by 12.2% in a year on slow demand 

 
 India exported goods worth $34.48 billion in December 2022, 

constituting a 7.75% rise from November’s $32 billion figure but a 

steep 12.2% dip from a year ago, amid slowing global demand.  
 Imports also contracted 3.5% (from $60.33 billion to $58.2 billion) 

compared to a year ago. 
Global growth forecast 

 Global growth forecasts indicate a downturn in global economic 

activity and trade. As per Global Composite Purchasing Managers’ 
Index report (January 2023), new export orders have been contracting 

for the tenth successive month in December 2022. 
 
 

 
 
 

1. World Bank to get Sub-Saharan agricultural officials to Karnataka 
to learn from its watershed model 

 Impressed with Karnataka’s performance in the implementation of the 
Rejuvenating Watershed for Agricultural Resilience through Innovative 
Development (REWARD) scheme, the World Bank has decided to get 

agricultural officers from Sub-Saharan countries to visit the State to 
learn from its experience. 

 The World Bank team felt that Karnataka’s model could help Sub-
Saharan countries that are reeling under food crisis. 

Mains 
 

Economy 

 

Karnataka Economy 
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 The World Bank team was extremely happy with the way Karnataka 
has implemented the scheme, particularly the State’s emphasis on 

developing science-based watershed models and climate-resilient 
agricultural practices. 
Land Resource Inventory portal 

 Karnataka, which has been identified as a “lighthouse partner” by the 
World Bank in developing science-based watershed model, is the first 

State to develop a Land Resource Inventory portal that has details of 
14 lakh hectares of land coming under the project. 

 The Land Resource Inventory will have details on the appropriate 

measures to be taken for different types of land with respect to 
agriculture, groundwater, crop, and soil health, among other issues. 

 Karnataka has already set up a Centre for Excellence in Watershed 
Management to train officers from different States on watershed-
related aspects. The centre is located on the GKVK campus of the 

University of Agricultural Sciences-Bengaluru. 
Rejuvenating Watershed for Agricultural Resilience through 

Innovative Development (REWARD) scheme 

 The programme will help national and state institutions adopt 
improved watershed management practices to help increase farmers’ 

resilience to climate change, promote higher productivity and better 
incomes. 

 The Government of India has committed to restoring 26 million 

hectares of degraded land by 2030 and doubling farmers’ income by 
2023. Effective watershed management can help enhance livelihoods 

in rainfed areas, while building a more resilient food system.  
 In this context, the new program will help the participating state 

governments in their efforts to transform watershed planning and 

execution and adopt science-based planning that could be replicated 
across the country.  
The REWARD project will help in achieving: 

o Enhance livelihoods in rainfed areas 
o Build a more resilient food system 

o Help the participating state governments to transform 
watershed planning and execution and adopt science-based and 
data-driven approaches. 

o Enable the participating and other states to adopt new 
approaches to watershed development. 

o Support in the development of sustainable and risk-averse 
agriculture in India 

o Further develop the institutional architecture for watershed 

development in India 
o Provide new opportunities to farmers in the face of climate 

change 
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1. Younger diabetics are on the rise in most States 
 In five States — West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Goa and 

Tripura — more than 8% of men aged below 35 had a random blood 

glucose level higher than 140 milligrams per decilitre (mg/dl), 
according to the National Family Health Survey-5 conducted between 
2019 and 2021.  

 Scenario in different states 
 The trend holds true for women aged below 35 in West Bengal and 

Tripura as well. 
 Not only was the share higher in these States, the increase from 2015-

16 (NFHS-4) was also considerable.  

 In West Bengal, the share of men aged below 35 with high blood 
glucose level increased by 2.6% in the five-year period. Among the 

women, the increase was even higher at 3%. Among the men in 
Tripura, the increase was much higher at 5.6% and among women, it 
was 3.5%. 

 While the share of young people with high blood glucose levels was 
alarming in the above-mentioned States, the rest of India was not far 
behind. In the southern States of Tamil Nadu and Telangana, the 

north-eastern States of Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim and Mizoram, and 
Gujarat and Odisha, the share of young men with high blood glucose 

levels crossed 6% in 2019-21. 
 In 20 out of the 29 States analysed, the share of such young men 

increased.  
Declining trend 

 Of the nine States where the share decreased, Kerala’s decline was 
notable. From 8.8% young men with high blood glucose level in 2015-

16, the share reduced to 3.9% in 2019-21.  
Criteria for diabetic 

 The NFHS classified an individual as having high blood glucose if the 
random blood glucose level was above 140 mg/dl. Less than 140 was 
considered normal. The high glucose level is used to identify patients 

who are potentially diabetic. However, further tests have to be 
conducted to confirm the diagnosis. 
Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) 

Health 
 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 
 Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), including heart disease, stroke, 

cancer, diabetes and chronic lung disease, are collectively responsible 
for 74% of all deaths worldwide. 

 Non-communicable diseases are non-infectious in nature and thus do 
not spread like communicable diseases. Most NCDs are chronic and 

last for a longer period of time.  
 More than three-quarters of all NCD deaths, and 86% of the 17 million 

people who died prematurely, or before reaching 70 years of age, occur 

in low- and middle-income countries. 
 The NCDs may occur due to lifestyle as well as genetic factors. Thus, 

some of them are also termed lifestyle diseases. The risk factors for 

NCDs are mostly poor diet, lack of exercise, inadequate sleep, 
smoking, alcohol consumption and stress. 

 
2. Reducing preterm births and stillbirths 
 Nelson Mandela had said that “there can be no keener revelation of a 

society’s soul than the way in which it treats its children”.  
 Two global reports released on January 10, 2023 — on child mortality 

and on stillbirths — prod us to reflect on whether India is doing 

enough for ensuring the health and survival of every child. 
Details 

 The report on child mortality — ‘Levels and Trends in Child Mortality’, 
by the United Nations Inter-agency Group for Child Mortality 
Estimation (UNIGME) — estimates that globally, five million children 

died before their fifth birthday (under-five mortality) in 2021.  
 Over half of these (2.7 million) occurred among children aged 1-59 

months, while the remainder (2.3 million) occurred in just the first 
month of life (neonatal deaths). 
India’s Scenario 

 India’s share in these child mortalities was estimated at 7,09,366 
under-five deaths; 5,86,787 infant deaths (death before first birthday); 
and 4,41,801 neonatal deaths.  
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 Many of these are preventable. In addition, the Sample Registration 
System (SRS), released in September 2022, showed wide inter-State 

variations in child mortality in India.  
 For every 1,000 live births, the infant mortality rate in Madhya 

Pradesh was six-fold of the rate in Kerala.  
 The children in rural parts in any age subgroup have much higher 

mortality rates than their urban counterparts. 
Two neglected challenges 

 At the root of many child deaths are two neglected challenges. The 
first challenge is of children being ‘born too early’ (preterm births), 

which means they are born alive before 37 weeks of pregnancy are 
completed.  

 This is a challenge because these ‘preterm babies’ are two to four 
times at higher risk of death after birth in comparison to those born 
after 37 weeks of gestation. India has a high burden of preterm births, 

which means newborns in the country are at greater risk of 
complications and mortality. 

 The second challenge is stillbirths, the subject of the second report 

titled ‘Never Forgotten’, also by the UNIGME. A baby who dies any 
time after 22 weeks of pregnancy, but before or during the birth, is 

classified as a stillborn.  
o In 2021, the absolute estimated number of stillbirths in India 

(2,86,482) was greater than the death amongst children in 1-59 

months of age (2,67,565).  
The known and proven solutions 

 The majority of stillbirths and preterm births can be prevented by 
scaling up known and proven interventions and improving the quality 
of health services.  

 For reducing both stillbirths and preterm births, the focus must be 
on:  

o Increasing access to family planning services;  

o Improving antepartum services such as health and nutrition, 
including the intake of iron folic acid by pregnant mothers, 

providing counselling on the importance of a healthy diet, and 
optimal nutrition; and  

o Identification and management of risk factors.  

o The measures to prevent, detect early and manage diseases 
which put mothers at high risk, such as diabetes, hypertension, 

obesity and infections, will also help in reducing preterm births 
and stillbirths.  

o And it is possible to reduce future neurological complications for 

preterm babies by ensuring the Kangaroo mother care and early 
initiation of exclusive breastfeeding, among others. 

Way Forward 

 There is a need for multi-stakeholder collaboration and better data. It 
is time for all stakeholders to work together and for health 

policymakers to take note of these challenges and start interventions. 
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 Stillbirths and preterm births are highly sensitive ‘tracer indicators’ of 
the quality of maternal and child health services in particular, and 

overall health services in general.  
 In the National Health Policy of 2017, the government had committed 

to investing 2.5% of the GDP on health by 2025. Six years since then, 
the government’s allocation for health has increased only marginally. 
Even by the best estimate, it is around 1.5% of the GDP. 

  The Indian government’s investment on health is among the lowest in 
the world. Yet, there does not seem any urgency on its part to increase 
funding for health.  

 There are multiple reasons why India’s health system needs more 
government funding:  

o Children continue to die from preventable causes;  
o Pregnant women do not receive good quality care;  
o Aggregate mortality hides the inequities in health outcomes and 

the brunt of those inequities is borne by the poorest and 
marginalised families; and  

o The primary healthcare system is underfunded, and some 
cosmetic changes alone are not enough to improve health 
outcomes; among others.  

 The two recent reports are reminders that it is time for the 
government to allocate more funds for health, starting with the 
upcoming Budget. 

 
 

 
 
 

1. Ozone layer healing, hole will mend by 2066, says UN 
 Earth’s protective ozone layer is slowly but noticeably healing at a 

pace that would fully mend the hole over Antarctica in about 43 years, 

a new UN report says.  
 A once-every-four-years scientific assessment found recovery in 

progress, more than 35 years after every nation in the world agreed to 
stop producing chemicals that chomp on the layer of ozone in Earth's 
atmosphere that shields the planet from harmful radiation linked to 

skin cancer, cataracts and crop damage. 
 The progress is slow, according to the report. The global average 

amount of ozone 18 miles (30 kilometers) high in the atmosphere 
won't be back to 1980 pre-thinning levels until about 2040, the report 
said. And it won't be back to normal in the Arctic until 2045. 
Efforts to reduce the ozone impacting substances 
Montreal Protocol 

 Scientists and environmental advocates across the world have long 

hailed the efforts to heal the ozone hole springing out of a 1987 
agreement called the Montreal Protocol that banned a class of 

chemicals often used in refrigerants and aerosols as one of the biggest 
ecological victories for humanity. 

Environment and Ecology 
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 That bromine and chlorine levels stopped growing and is coming down 
is a real testament to the effectiveness of the Montreal Protocol, 

Newman said. 
 The two chief chemicals that munch away at ozone are in lower levels 

in the atmosphere, the report said.  
 Chlorine levels are down 11.5% since they peaked in 1993 and 

bromine, which is more efficient at eating ozone but is at lower levels 

in the air, dropped 14.5% since its 1999 peak, the report said. 
 That bromine and chlorine levels stopped growing and is coming down 

is a real testament to the effectiveness of the Montreal Protocol, 

Newman said. 
 Natural weather patterns in the Antarctic also affect ozone hole levels, 

which peak in the fall. And the past couple years, the holes have been 
a bit bigger because of that but the overall trend is one of healing. 

 A few years ago emissions of one of the banned chemicals, 

chlorofluorocarbon-11 (CFC-11), stopped shrinking and was rising. 
 A third generation of those chemicals, called HFC, was banned a few 

years ago not because it would eat at the ozone layer but because it is 
a heat-trapping greenhouse gas. The new report says that the ban 
would avoid 0.5 to 0.9 degrees (0.3 to 0.5 degrees Celsius) of 

additional warming. 
 The report also warned that efforts to artificially cool the planet by 

putting aerosols into the atmosphere to reflect the sunlight would thin 

the ozone layer by as much as 20% in Antarctica. 
 

2. Human-animal conflict has increased in Wayanad 
 In the latest in a series of wild elephant attacks in Kerala, Subair 

Kutty, a daily worker, was attacked by a rogue elephant at Sulthan 

Bathery town adjacent to the Wayanad wildlife Sanctuary recently.  
 The same elephant further charged at a bus and destroyed crops 

grown by three farmers on the same day.  

 Meanwhile, a herd of elephants raided a field of 500 plantains 
belonging to two farmers at Kallur, some 10 kms away from Sulthan 

Bathery.  
Causes of Human-animal conflict  

 Human-animal conflict has become a serious wildlife management 

problem in Kerala in the last few years.  
 People living on the fringes of reserve forests and sanctuaries have a 

heightened sense of insecurity now. But the causes of this are many.  
 There are many reasons for it including an increase in human 

population in such areas, habitat loss and fragmentation suffered by 

wild animals and change in cropping patterns adopted by farmers. 
 An increase in the intrusion of people into wildlife habitats and the 

change in land use patterns by cultivators have exacerbated the 

trouble.  
 Furthermore, these cultivators, who are often development-oriented 

and believe that the prime job of the forest department is to protect 
their interests, are less tolerant of crop raids by wild animals. 
Way Forward 
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 The only solution is mitigation of conflict. For this, both government 
and society should work together as a single entity and alter 

perspectives towards wildlife and human existence in the forest and 
on its fringes.  

 Parallelly, forest conservation must be made more effective, through 
participatory programmes involving the people. 

 

3. Study sheds light on how blackbuck survive challenges 
 A new study conducted by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has 

shed light on how blackbuck in India have fared in the face of natural 

and human-induced challenges to their survival. 
Genetic profiling 

 According to IISc, the study is among the first-of-its-kind in its scope, 
which involved analysing the genetic profiles of blackbuck found 
across the country. 

 The team collected faecal samples of blackbuck from 12 different 
locations spread across eight States of India. 

 In the lab, they extracted and sequenced the DNA from the faecal 
samples to study the genetic makeup of blackbuck, and deployed 
computational tools to map the geographic locations with the genetic 

data.  
 The team also used simulations to trace how the three present-day 

clusters may have evolved from their common ancestor. 
Study Findings 

 What they found was that an ancestral blackbuck population first 

split into two groups: the northern and the southern cluster. The 
eastern cluster seems to have emerged from the southern cluster.  

 Next, the team found that despite all odds, male blackbuck appear to 

disperse more than expected, thus contributing to gene flow in this 
species.  

 Females, on the other hand, appear to stay largely within their native 

population ranges, which the researchers inferred from unique 
mitochondrial signatures in each population.  

 The data also showed an increasing trend in blackbuck population 
numbers as compared to the recent past, IISc said. So, [it] looks like 
this species has managed to survive in a human-dominated 

landscape. 
Way Forward 

 In future studies, the researchers plan to unravel the blackbuck’s 
secrets to surviving in the face of human-induced threats to their 
landscape, by studying changes in their DNA and gut microbiome. 
Blackbuck 
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 The blackbuck is found only on the Indian subcontinent. While males 

have corkscrew-shaped horns and black-to-dark brown coats, the 

females are fawn-coloured.  
 The Black Buck is an endangered antelope found only in India and 

Nepal. 

 The animals are mainly seen in three broad clusters across India that 
pertain to the northern, the southern, and the eastern regions. 

 This geographic separation as well as dense human habitation 

between the clusters would be expected to make it difficult for them to 
move from one location to another. 

 IUCN Conservation Status: Least Concerned. 
 Hunting of blackbuck is prohibited under Schedule I of the Wildlife 

Protection Act of 1972. The blackbuck has significance in Hinduism; 

Indian and Nepali villagers do not harm the antelope. 
 

4. No change in air quality in most cities under NCAP 
 Four years since the introduction of the National Clean Air Programme 

(NCAP) — India’s firstnational policy on curbing air pollution — air 

quality has improved in only 49 out of 131 cities in 2021-22 from the 
previous financial year’s figure, according to a report by the Centre for 
Research on Energy and Clean Air. 

 Only 38 of the 131 cities that were given annual pollution reduction 
targets under agreements signed between State Pollution Control 

Boards (SPCBs), Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) and the Centre managed 
to meet the targets for 2021-22, the report noted. 

 The NCAP, announced four years ago, covers 132 of India’s most 

polluted or so-called non-attainment cities. 
 This is defined as a city whose air quality did not meet the national 

ambient air quality standards of 2011 to 2015. 
 Future Target 
 The NCAP aims to bring a 20%-30% reduction in pollution levels from 

PM2.5 and PM10 particles by 2024, using 2017 pollution levels as a 
base. 
Concern 

 For disbursing funds, the Central Pollution Control Board, which 
coordinates the programme, only considers levels of PM10, the 

relatively larger, coarser particles. 
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 However PM2.5, the smaller, more dangerous particles, aren’t 
monitored as robustly in all cities, mostly due to the lack of 

equipment. 
Report Findings 

 Cities are required to quantify improvement starting 2020-21, which 
requires 15% and more reduction in the annual average PM10 
concentration and a concurrent increase in “good air” days to at least 

200. Anything fewer will be considered ‘low’ and the funding, provided 
by the Centre via the Environment Ministry, consequently reduced. 

 Moreover, only 37 out of 131 cities, CREA noted, have completed the 

source apportionment studies (which list out and quantify the major 
sources of pollution in a city) to be completed in 2020. 

 Almost all of these reports still lack public availability and no city 
action plan has been updated with new findings of the report as it was 
envisaged in the NCAP when it was launched in January 2019. 

 
5. Land sinking in Joshimath 

 Cracks first appeared in a few houses in Uttarakhand’s Joshimath 
town in October 2021.  

 Over a year later, by January 11, 2023, 723 houses in all of the nine 

wards in the town had developed major or minor cracks on the floors, 
ceilings and walls. In response,  

 At a height of 6,107 feet, Joshimath is a busy town in the Chamoli 

district of Uttarakhand.  
 Today, Joshimath is overly burdened with structures built without 

any regard for the land’s load-bearing capacity. 
How vulnerable is Joshimath? 

 Joshimath’s geological setting, together with the unplanned and 

rampant construction in and around the town, has resulted in land 
subsidence.  

 Joshimath is built on the deposits of an old landslide, which means 

that the slopes can be destabilised even by slight triggers.  
 The town is also in Zone V, which, as per India’s seismic zonation 

scheme, denotes the highest risk. It lies between two thrusts, the 
Main Central Thrust (MCT) and the Vaikrita Thrust (VT), and thus 
occupies a seismically active terrain. Because of the MCT, the area 

around Joshimath is highly active in terms of slope mobility. 
 Joshimath is also prone to extreme weather. “Climatologically, 

Joshimath lies in a region that frequently receives high-intensity, 
focussed rainfall. Extreme rains, for example, could trigger landslides, 
since the slopes are precariously balanced. 

 Also the floods of June 2013 and February 2021 heightened erosion in 
the area. Very heavy rains in October 2021 — 190 mm in 24 hours — 
worsened the subsidence and vulnerability to landslides. 

 Joshimath is a deposit of sand and stone … hence was not a suitable 
place for the coming up of a township. Vibrations produced by 

blasting and heavy traffic will also lead [to] disequilibrium in natural 
factors.” However, Joshimath continued to develop. 
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 However Locals have blamed the National Thermal Power 
Corporation’s (NTPC) 520-MW Tapovan Vishnugad hydropower 

project, under construction in the area, for exacerbating Joshimath’s 
land subsidence.  
Char Dham project 

 The six-km Helang-Marwari bypass, being built by the Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO), is also under scrutiny for weakening slopes and 

further destabilising the local topography.  
 The bypass is part of the 825-km Char Dham highway expansion 

project in Uttarakhand, which experts have already questioned for 

unscientific slope-cutting, which resulted in several landslides. 
Other issues contributed to land subsidence 

 The 2022 USDMA report also pointed to a lack of drainage and 
wastewater disposal systems as being part of the subsidence problem. 
Also about 85% of buildings in the town — including those owned by 

the Army — aren’t connected to a sewerage system and have soak pits 
instead. 

 The 1976 Mishra committee report had warned that these pits could 
create “cavities between soil and boulders”, as well as that inadequate 
drainage could lead to landslides.  

 
 
 

 
 

1. V-P says court can’t dilute Parliament’s sovereignty 

 
 Amid a debate on the process of appointment of judges, Vice-President 

Jagdeep Dhankhar made strong comments on “public posturing” or 

“one-upmanship” by the judiciary. 
 Inaugurating the 83rd All India Presiding Officers conference, Mr. 

Dhankhar, who is the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, said that as 

presiding officers of legislatures, “We cannot have an ostrich-like 
stance on judiciary-legislature relations.” 

 Parliamentary sovereignty cannot be permitted to be diluted or 

compromised by the executive or the judiciary, and public posturing 
or ‘one-upmanship’ that is being frequently witnessed. 
NJAC Act 

Public Administration 
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 The striking down of the National Judicial Appointments Commission 
Act is a case of judicial overreach. It was in 1973, in the Kesavananda 

Bharati case, that the Supreme Court evolved for the first time the 
right of the courts to strike down Constitution amendments that 

violated what it called the Basic Structure, or the fundamental 
architecture, of the Constitution. 

 It’s not acceptable, with due respect to the judiciary,” Vice-President 

said. 
Judicial Overreach  

 Judicial Overreach occurs when judicial activism exceeds its bounds. 

In layman's terms, it occurs when the judiciary begins to interfere 
with the proper functioning of the legislative or executive branches of 

government. 
 Judicial overreach is considered undesirable in a democracy. It also 

goes against the principle of separation of powers. 
Examples of Judicial Overreach in India 

 Imposition of Patriotism in National Anthem Case - The 

Supreme Court in December 2016, passed its judgment in the 
case of Shyam Narayan Chouksey v. Union of India, which 
makes it mandatory, that all the cinema halls in India shall play 

the National Anthem before the feature film starts. 
 Liquor Ban - In the Supreme Court, ruling on a PIL which was 

about road safety, has banned the sale of liquor at retail outlets, 

as also in hotels, restaurants, and bars, that are within 500m of 
any national or state highway. 

 NJAC bill and the 99th constitutional amendment - The 
Supreme Court struck down the National Judicial Appointments 
Commission (NJAC) which was established through the 99th 

Constitutional Amendment on grounds that it was 
unconstitutional. This was to replace the collegiate system. 

 

 
 

 
 

1. Space is getting congested and traffic management is important 

 Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister G. Satheesh Reddy has 
stressed the need to launch a National Programme for Space 

Situational Awareness (SSA). 
 Dr. Reddy delivered the keynote address on SSA Scenario and Way 

Forward at a workshop on SSA and Space Traffic Management-

Growing Concerns on Space Environment. 
Details 

 The space environment is congested and there is a need for a national 

programme for SSA.  
 Space is getting congested, space traffic management is very 

important. There should be proper laws and proper mechanisms 
which need to be brought in for space traffic management,” Dr. Reddy 
said. 

Science and Technology  
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 International partnerships are also very important along with strict 
regulations for effective SSA.  

 He added that agencies should ensure that there is zero debris 
whenever a space mission is undertaken.  

 On the military side, space has become the fourth dimension of 
warfare. Earlier, we used to have only land, air and sea but now space 
has become the fourth dimension of warfare,” he said. 

 Pawan Goenka, chairman of Indian National Space Promotion and 
Authorisation Centre, which functions as an autonomous agency in 
the Department of Space suggested that there be a moratorium on 

anti-satellite tests for at least for 10 years. 
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