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1. Special Assistance for Capital Investment scheme 

 The Union government will give an additional Rs 2,000 crore to states 
under the Special Assistance for Capital Investment scheme to 
incentivise them to scrap old vehicles and also provide tax 

concessions to individuals for it. 
 The government in the 2022-23 Budget had introduced the ‘Special 

Assistance to States for Capital Investment’ scheme with an outlay of 

Rs 1.05 lakh crore.  
Details 

 Under the scheme, financial assistance is being provided to state 
governments in the form of 50-year interest free loans for capital 
projects. 

 Now, the Centre has earmarked an additional Rs 2,000 crore under 
the scheme to encourage states to scrap condemned government 

vehicles or those vehicles which are older than 15 years, besides 
providing tax concessions to individuals for scrapping old vehicles. 

 Incentive for scrapping of old vehicles has been added to the scheme 

and an amount of Rs 2,000 crore has been earmarked for scrapping 
state government vehicles which are older than 15 years, waiver of 
liabilities on old vehicles and providing tax concessions to individuals 

for scrapping of old vehicles. 
 The scheme aims to encourage states to undertake capital 

expenditure and has earmarked Rs 80,000 crore for it.  
 Besides, states are encouraged to push reforms like privatisation or 

disinvestment, digitisation, urban reforms, optical fibre cable projects 

and building rural roads. 
Scheme of Financial Assistance to States for Capital 
Expenditure  

 The Ministry of Finance, Government of India has decided to provide 
an additional amount of upto 15,000 crore to States as interest free 

50 year loan for spending on capital projects. 
 Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided to state 

governments in the form of a 50-year interest free loan. 
The scheme has seven parts: 

 Part-l: The amount has been allocated amongst States in proportion to 

their share of central taxes & duties as per the award of the 15″ 
Finance Commission.  

 Part-ll (PM Gati Shakti related Expenditure): It is aimed at facilitating 

PM Gati Shakti related investment-in the States 
 Part-lll (PMGSY): This amount is meant for supplemental funding for 

priority segments of PM Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) including 

support for the States share. 
 Part-IV: Incentivisation for digitization 

 Part-V: The amount will be available to states for capital projects on 
laying optical fiber networks. 

Polity and Governance 
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 Part-VI (Urban Reforms): The amount will be available to States as 
incentive for undertaking reforms related to Building Byelaws, Town 

Planning Schemes, Transit Oriented Development, and Transferable 
Development Rights. 

 Part-VIl (Disinvestment and Monetization): It is aimed at providing 
incentives to State Governments for privatization/disinvestment of the 
State Public Sector Enterprises (SPSEs) and monetization/recycling of 

assets. 
 

2. ‘Video gaming industry separate from real money games’ 

 Representatives from the video gaming industry, in a letter, sent a 
representation to the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY), asking the government to treat video games 
separately from real money games that involve wagering real money. 

 This comes as the Ministry moves to regulate “online gaming,” whose 

definition for now is limited to real money gaming platforms. 
 We must very strongly impress upon the policymakers, regulators and 

other arms of the government to treat online games played for stakes 
and video games as distinct subjects, the letter stated. 

 “Broadly, the advanced video game markets globally like the United 

States, Canada, the U.K., the EU, Japan, South Korea and Australia 
have legislative treatment that is clearly demarcated,” the letter added. 
Current Draft 

 The current draft notification combines ‘video games’ and ‘online 
games played for stakes’ into the same regulatory purview,” the 

consortium of over 40 video game and esports companies said. 
Draft Amendment 

 The draft amendment to the Information Technology (Intermediary 

Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 proposed by 
the MeitY only qualifies those as “online games” where a player 
“makes a deposit with the expectation of earning winnings”. 

 Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. 
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 

 Key changes effected in the rules are as under: 

 Currently, intermediaries are only required to inform users about not 
uploading certain categories of harmful/unlawful content. These 

amendments impose a legal obligation on intermediaries to take 
reasonable efforts to prevent users from uploading such content. The 
new provision will ensure that the intermediary’s obligation is not a 

mere formality. 
 For effective communication of the rules and regulations of the 

intermediary, it is important that the communication is done in 

regional Indian languages as well. 
 The grounds in rule 3(1)(b)(ii) have been rationalized by removing the 

words ‘defamatory’ and ‘libellous’. Whether any content is defamatory 
or libellous will be determined through judicial review. 
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 Some of the content categories in rule 3(1)(b) have been rephrased to 
deal particularly with misinformation, and content that could incite 

violence between different religious/caste groups. 
 The amendment requires intermediaries to respect the rights 

guaranteed to users under the Constitution, including a reasonable 
expectation of due diligence, privacy and transparency. 

 Grievance Appellate Committee(s) will be established to allow users to 

appeal against the inaction of, or decisions taken by intermediaries on 
user complaints. However, users will always have the right to 
approach courts for any remedy. 

 
3. SC to set up Bench to hear pleas against ‘nikah halala’ 

 The Supreme Court said that it will set up a five-judge Constitution 
Bench to hear pleas challenging the constitutional validity of 
polygamy and ‘nikah halala’ practice among Muslims.  

 A Bench comprising Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud and Justice P.S. 
Narasimha took note of submissions of lawyer Ashwini Upadhyay, 

who has filed one of the PILs on the issue. 
Nikah halala 

 Nikah halala, also known as tahleel marriage, is a practice in which a 

woman, after being divorced by triple talaq, marries another man, 
consummates the marriage, and gets divorced again in order to be 
able to remarry her former husband.  

 Nikah means marriage and halala means to make something halal, or 
permissible.  

 This form of marriage is haram (forbidden) according to the hadith of 
Islamic prophet Muhammad. Nikah halala is practiced by a small 
minority of Muslims, mainly in countries that recognise the triple 

talaq. 
 

4. Invitation to Egypt President for Republic Day celebration 

 
 India’s grand 74th Republic Day celebration will welcome the 

President of Arab Republic of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi as the chief 

guest this year.  
 At the invitation of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, President Sisi will 

be on a State visit to India from 24-26 January 2023. 
 This would be the first time that an Egyptian President would be the 

chief guest at the Republic Day celebrations.  
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 The invitation also indicates that Delhi-Cairo connections will receive 
special emphasis in the coming months and years. “The forthcoming 

visit of President Sisi is expected to further strengthen and deepen the 
time-tested partnership between India and Egypt. 

 
5. SC Collegium firm on appointing gay lawyer as HC judge 

 
 The Supreme Court Collegium stood firm by its resolve to have the 

government appoint openly gay lawyer Saurabh Kirpal as Delhi High 

Court judge, saying every individual is “entitled to maintain their own 
dignity and individuality based on sexual orientation”. 

 The three-member collegium of Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul and K.M. Joseph took the rare decision to publish 
the full extent of the government’s objections to Mr. Kirpal, based on 

his sexuality and his “passionate” advocacy for LGBTQ+ rights. 
 The collegium said the fact that Mr. Kirpal is open about his sexual 

orientation goes to his credit. The lawyer’s sexual orientation is his 
constitutionally recognised right. He has never been “surreptitious” 
about it. Mr. Kirpal, the Collegium said, possessed “competence, 

integrity and intellect” and he would be an asset to the Delhi High 
Court as a judge. 

 “His appointment will add value to the Bench of the Delhi High Court 

and provide inclusion and diversity,” the collegium underscored. 
 If appointed, Mr. Kirpal would be India’s first openly gay judge in a 

High Court. 
 

 

 
1. RBI moots ‘expected loss-based’ model for provisioning by banks 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed a framework for 
adoption of an ‘expected loss-based’ approach for provisioning by 
banks. 

 Presently, banks are required to make loan loss provisions based on 
an ‘incurred loss’ approach, which used to be the standard globally till 
recently. 

Economy 
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 To further enhance the resilience of the banking system, Reserve 
Bank proposes to amend the prudential regulations governing loan 

loss provisioning by banks to incorporate the more forward looking 
expected credit losses approach as against the extant ‘incurred loss’ 

approach. 
 The impact of adopting the forward looking expected credit loss 

approach to estimating loss provisions, is likely to result in excess 

provisions as compared to shortfall in provisions. 
Key Requirement 

 The key requirement under the proposed framework shall be for the 

banks to classify financial assets (primarily loans, including 
irrevocable loan commitments, and investments classified as held-to-

maturity or available-for-sale) into one of the three categories – Stage 
1, Stage 2, and Stage 3, depending upon the assessed credit losses on 
them, at the time of initial recognition as well as on each subsequent 

reporting date and make necessary provisions. 
 As per the norms, banks will be allowed to design and implement their 

own models for measuring expected credit losses for the purpose of 
estimating loss provisions in line with the proposed principles. 
What is the expected loss-based approach? How will banks 

actually do this?  

 This means, banks now have to assess expected loss on their overall 
financial assets and make provisions after assessment, rather than 

making it after the loan turns into a non-performing asset (NPA), said 
a banker with a private bank 

 
2. The richest 1% owns 40% of the country’s wealth: Oxfam 
 40 percent of India’s total wealth is owned by the richest 1% of the 

country, while the bottom half of the population together share just 
3% of the wealth, a new study by Oxfam International revealed.  

 While releasing the report, the organisation said that taxing India’s 

10-richest at 5% could fetch funds to bring all children back to school. 
Gender and Socila Inequality 

 Mentioning gender inequality, the report stated that female workers 
earned only 63 paise for every 1 rupee a male worker earned. 

 For Scheduled Castes and rural workers, the difference is even starker 

-- the former earned 55 percent of what the advantaged social groups 
earned, and the latter earned only half of the urban earnings between 

2018 and 2019, the report revealed. 
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1. A G20 presidency to amplify South Asia’s voice 

 At a time of both potential and peril, India has taken over the G20 
presidency.  

 The global food, energy, and financial crises have been exacerbated by 

the climatic crisis and India has a unique opportunity to lead from the 
front of one of the most influential global platforms.  

 India has identified several priorities, i.e. green development, climate 

finance and LiFE (lifestyle for environment); accelerated, inclusive and 
resilient growth; accelerating progress on Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs); technological transformation and digital public 
infrastructure; multilateral reforms; and women-led development.  

 Given that the priorities are global, the motto “Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam”, or “One Earth, One Family, One Future”, underscores 
how interconnected our world is. 
Details 

 India needs to promote collective action at the G20 that results in 
economic stability and peace in the region.  

 As South Asia’s largest country with the largest economy and 
significant global clout, India is well poised to represent the 
subcontinent at these international fora. In addition, three G20 

emerging economies — India, Indonesia, and Brazil — collectively 
make up the G20 troika to be followed by another important G20 

developing member, i.e. South Africa, the G20 President for 2025.  
 Hence, India can draw attention to issues that are significant for 

South Asia and the entire developing world, ensuring greater 

momentum for those nations not represented in the G20.  
 Some of the key challenges facing South Asia and the developing 

world include a post-pandemic recovery, a surge in commodity prices 

following inflationary pressures, and inclement weather induced by 
climate change. 
Problems that need group action 

 The majority of problems that South Asian countries face are global in 
nature, transcend national borders, and necessitate group effort.  

 The economic forecast for South Asia is bleak for the coming year. In 
August 2022, inflation in Sri Lanka reached an all-time high of 64.3% 

as food prices rose by 84.6% compared to a year ago.  
 Damage caused by floods and economic losses in Pakistan amount to 

more than $30 billion with an estimated restoration cost of more than 

$16 billion.  
 As global fossil fuel prices have increased, the Government of 

Bangladesh hiked fuel prices by more than 50% that triggered 

inflation of 7.5% in September, 2022. 
 

 
 

International Relations 
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Energy, health and finance 

 The majority of South Asian nations produce their energy from fossil 

fuels; 63% of the region’s emissions of greenhouse gases come from 
energy generation.  

 Liquefied natural gas (LNG) used to generate 70% of the energy needs 
of Bangladesh, while coal used to generate roughly 70% of the 
electricity needed in India.  

 Green energy transition is one of the top priorities for this region.  
 Improving health infrastructure is quite important for South Asia and 

the G20 agenda.  

 The discussion of global cooperation needs to go beyond technology 
transfers and financial aid to cover losses and damages brought on by 

climate change.  
 For South Asia, it is important that multilateral organisations and 

development finance institutes supporting economic development and 

good governance are reformed as these countries are major 
stakeholders for these global institutes.  

 India needs to prioritise all these issues not only to make the G20 an 
effective platform but also to be the voice of billions in the region and 
beyond. 
Charting the way forward 

 Being the only G20 member from South Asia, India has added 
responsibilities since many non-G20 nations (particularly those in the 

global South) look upon India to represent their interests at the G20, 
whose choices have an impact on their future prosperity and well-

being.  
 Because wealthy economies have disproportionate power and 

influence in determining the rules of engagement on international 

cooperation, trade, and finance, global governance is historically tilted 
in their favour.  

 Often it ends up having a negative impact on the ability to provide 

realistic solutions to constituents such as South Asia to address 
issues such as development, trade, climate action, energy transition 

and digital transformation.  
 India should use its G20 chair to reform international governance 

procedures and ensure fair negotiations.  

 
2. UNSC sanctions committee blacklists Lashkar’s Makki after 

Beijing lifts its hold 
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 The ISIL and Al-Qaida Sanctions Committee of the UN Security 
Council (UNSC) has placed Abdul Rehman Makki, a fundraiser and 

key planner of the Pakistan-based terrorist outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT), on its sanctions list. 

 The move was made possible after China withdrew the “technical 
hold” that it had imposed in June 2022, when the U.S. and India — 
then a non-permanent member at the UNSC — tried unsuccessfully to 

get Makki on the global terror blacklist. Beijing has now argued that 
the blacklisting is in fact a “recognition” of Pakistan’s record of 
fighting terrorism. 

 Abdul Rehman Makki and other LeT/JuD operatives have been 
involved in raising funds, recruiting and radicalising youth to violence 

and planning attacks in India, particularly in Jammu and Kashmir 
(J&K), said the Committee, explaining the reasons that prompted it to 
add Makki to the blacklist. The JuD or Jamaat-ud-Dawa is the parent 

body of the LeT. 
 During India’s two-year tenure at the UNSC, New Delhi put forth a 

total of five names for designation under the ISIL and Al-Qaida 
Sanctions Committee including Abdul Rehman Makki (LeT), Abdul 
Rauf Asghar (Jaish-e-Mohammed), Sajid Mir (LeT), Shahid Mahmood 

(LeT), and Talha Saeed (LeT). 
 

3. Exercise ‘Varuna’ 

 
 The 21st Edition of the Bilateral Naval Exercise between India and 

France – Exercise Varuna commenced on the Western Seaboard. 
  While the bilateral exercise between the two navies were initiated in 

1993, it was christened as ‘VARUNA’ in 2001 and has become a 

hallmark of India – France strategic bilateral relationship. 
 This edition will witness participation of indigenous guided missile 

stealth destroyer INS Chennai, guided missile frigate INS Teg, 
maritime patrol aircraft P-8I and Dornier, integral helicopters and 
MiG29K fighter aircraft.  
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 The exercise will witness advanced air defence exercises, tactical 
manoeuvres, surface firings, underway replenishment and other 

maritime operations.  
 Units of both navies will endeavour to hone their war-fighting skills in 

maritime theatre, enhance their inter-operability to undertake multi-
discipline operations in the maritime domain and demonstrate their 
ability as an integrated force to promote peace, security and stability 

in the region. 
 The exercise facilitates operational level interaction between the two 

navies to foster mutual cooperation for good order at sea, 

underscoring the shared commitment of both nations to security, 
safety and freedom of the global maritime commons. 

 
4. Exercise Cyclone 1 between India and Egypt 
 The first ever joint exercise between the special forces of the Indian 

Army and the Egyptian Army named “Exercise Cyclone-I” is in 
progress at Jaisalmer in Rajasthan.  

 The exercise aims to bolster defence co-operation between the two 
nations and focus on sharing professional skills and interoperability of 
Special Forces in desert terrain while undertaking counter terrorism, 

reconnaissance, raids and other special operations. 
First of its kind 

 Exercise “Cyclone - I” is the first exercise of its kind bringing the 

special forces of both the nations on a common platform.  
 The 14 days long exercise which is being carried out in the deserts of 

Rajasthan engages both the contingents to advance special forces 
skills such as Sniping, Combat Free Fall, Reconnaissance, 
Surveillance & Target Designation, sharing of information on 

weapons, equipment, innovations, tactics, techniques & procedures.  
 The participants would also undertake joint planning and drills for 

Special Forces operations in a mechanised warfare setting as well as 

surgical strikes on terrorist camps / hideouts to include sniping of 
High Value Targets. 

 The joint exercise would provide an insight into the culture and ethos 
of both armies thereby fostering military cooperation and 
interoperability to further strengthen the diplomatic relations between 

India and Egypt. 
 

 

 
1. Week-long event to celebrate Subhas Chandra Bose’s life 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) will organize a week-long event 
revolving around the life of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and his 
contribution to the freedom struggle as part of ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav Iconic Events Week’ to celebrate 75 years of India’s 
Independence.  

History 
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 The events in Netaji's life will begin today. Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah will be the chief guest at the culmination event to be held in Port 

Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands on January 23. 
 The central government has decided to observe Subhas Chandra Bose 

Jayanti as ‘Parakram Diwas’ to be celebrated on 23rd January. 
 A high-level committee headed by the Prime Minister has also been 

formed to plan year-round programmes to mark the anniversary of 

Bose. 
 Recently the Government of India has also instituted Subhash 

Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskaar to recognise the 

excellent work done by the individuals and institutions in the field of 
disaster management. 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

 
 Subhas Chandra Bose was an Indian nationalist and was born on 

January 23, 1897 in Odisha’s Cuttack. He did B A in Philosophy from 
the Presidency College in Calcutta. 

 In December 1921, Bose was arrested and imprisoned for organizing a 
boycott of the celebrations to mark the Prince of Wales’s visit to India.  

 In 1923, Bose was elected as the President of All India Youth Congress 

and as the Secretary of Bengal State Congress.  
 By December 1927, Bose was appointed as the General Secretary of 

the INC. 
 In 1938, he presided over the Haripura Congress session.  
 However, due to his strong differences with Mahatma Gandhi and 

Jawaharlal Nehru, he resigned in 1939. 
 He escaped from India from house arrest in 1940 and came to 

Germany in 1941. 
 In Europe, S C Bose sought help from Adolf Hitler and Benito 

Mussolini for the liberation of India. 

 During the Second World War, he moved to Japanese-held Sumatra in 
1943 and revived the Indian National Army (INA) with the help of the 
Imperial Japanese Army, and also founded an Indian Radio Station 

called ‘Azad Hind Radio’. 

 S. C. Bose was founder and President of the All India Forward Bloc, 

and founder and Head of State of the Provisional Government of Free 
India, which he led alongside the Indian National Army from 1943 
until his demise in 1945. 
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 He started the newspaper known as ‘Swaraj’, and was also editor of 

the newspaper called ‘Forward’, founded by his mentor Chittaranjan 

Das. 
 In 1934, he wrote the first part of his book ‘The Indian Struggle’, 

which was about nationalism and India’s independence movement 
during 1920–1934, but the British government banned the book. 

 He was reportedly killed in a plane crash over Taipei, Taiwan 

(Formosa) on August 18, 1945. 
 

 

 

1. Bull run 

 
 A Youth trying to subdue a bull at the Jallikattu, a bull-taming sport, 

at Periya Suriyur in Tiruchi of Tamil Nadu. 
 Nearly 623 bulls were released one after another in the nine-hour 

event. One spectator was gored to death and 62 were injured.  
Jallikattu 

 “Jallikattu”, also known as “eruthazhuvuthal”, is a bull-taming sport 
played in Tamil Nadu as part of the Pongal harvest festival. 

 It is a traditional event in which a bull such as the Pulikulam or 
Kangayam breeds, is released into a crowd of people, and multiple 

human participants attempt to grab the large hump on the bull's back 
with both arms and hang on to it while the bull attempts to escape.  

 Participants hold the hump for as long as possible, attempting to 

bring the bull to a stop. In some cases, participants must ride long 
enough to remove flags on the bull's horns 
Significance 

 Culture: It is about showcasing the quality of cattle, the breeding 
skills of cattle rearers, the centrality of cattle in an agrarian economy, 

and the power and pride they bring to farmers and land-owning castes 
in rural Tamil Nadu. 

 Article 29(1): Governments at the state and Centre have wrestled with 

formulating a regulatory mechanism for Jallikattu, and a matter 
relating to whether Tamil Nadu can conserve it as a cultural right 

under Article 29(1) of the Constitution. 

Culture 
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 Any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India or any part 
thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall 

have the right to conserve the same. 
Arguments For and Against Jallikattu 

For:  

 In Tamil Nadu, jallikattu is both a religious and cultural event 
celebrated by the people of the State and its influence extends beyond 

the confines of caste and creed. 
 A practice which is centuries-old and symbolic of a community’s 

identity can be regulated and reformed as the human race evolves 

rather than being completely obliterated.  
 Jallikattu is seen as “a tool for conserving this precious indigenous 

breed of livestock 
 It is intertwined with the sociocultural milieu being taught in high 

school curriculum so that the significance is maintained beyond 

generations. 
Against:  

 Animal life was inextricably connected to the lives of humans.  
 Liberty is inherent in every living being, whether it be in any form of 

life.  

 There were various media reports about deaths and injuries caused to 
humans as well as bulls which had taken place in several districts of 
the State while conducting jallikattu. 

 Extreme cruelty is inflicted on the animals.  
 There was no material to justify jallikattu as a part of culture.  

 The critics had equated the event with practices such as sati and 
dowry, which were also once recognised as part of culture and stopped 
through legislation. 

 
2. Ahom burial sites to vie for UNESCO tag 

 
 The Centre has decided to nominate Assam’s Charaideo Maidams — 

the Ahom equivalent of the ancient Egyptian pyramids — for the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site status. 

 There is currently no World Heritage Site in the category of cultural 
heritage in the northeast.  

 The dossier [to push for the case of the Charaideo Maidams] was 

prepared in collaboration with the Archaeological Survey of India. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi chose the Maidams, representing the 

late medieval (13th-19th century CE) mound burial tradition of the Tai 
Ahom community in Assam, from among 52 sites across the country 
seeking the World Heritage Site tag. 
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 The Ahom rule lasted for about 600 years until the British annexed 
Assam in 1826.  

 Charaideo, more than 400 km east of Guwahati, was the first capital 
of the Ahom dynasty founded by Chao Lung Siu-Ka-Pha in 1253. 

 Out of 386 Maidams or Moidams explored so far, 90 royal burials at 
Charaideo are the best preserved, making them showpieces of mound 
burial tradition of the Ahoms.  

 The Charaideo Maidams enshrine the mortal remains of the members 
of the Ahom royalty, who used to be buried with their paraphernalia. 

 After the 18th century, the Ahom rulers adopted the Hindu method of 

cremation and began entombing the cremated bones and ashes in a 
Maidam at Charaideo. 

 The nomination of the Charaideo Maidams has attained significance 
at a time when the country is celebrating the 400th birth anniversary 
of Lachit Barphukan. Lachit Barphukan was a legendary Ahom 

general who fought the Mughals in 1671. 
 

 

 

1. Ghost of the Forest or the Spot Bellied Eagle Owl 

 Nagarjunasagar Srisailam or Tiger Reserve(NSTR) in South India 
sometimes hear clairvoyance that sounds like a human scream. This 
is also not a ghostly act. This, in fact, is a call of an endangered bird 

‘Spot Bellied Eagle Owl’ (Bubo Nipalensis).  
 A wildlife team recently stumbled upon a ‘Spot Bellied Eagle Owl’ 

(Bubo Nipalensis) for the first time in the Seshachalam forest, and for 
the third time in Andhra Pradesh.  

 The bird’s habitat, found on large trees in thick forests, is spread 

across the Indian subcontinent. But it was sighted only twice in the 
State earlier, and both times it was at Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger 
Reserve(NSTR).  

 The bird’s habitat, found on large trees in thick forests, is spread 
across the Indian subcontinent. 
Spot-Bellied Eagle Owl  

 

Environment and Ecology 
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 Spot-Bellied Eagle Owl (Bubo Nipalensis) is known to be spotted in 
dense wet lowland and hilly forests.  

 The Spot-Bellied Eagle Owls are large and very powerful predatory 
bird species. 

 The bold predatory bird, measuring 20-25 inches in length and 
weighing between 1.5 kg and 2 kg feeds on small rodents and lizards. 

 Spot-Bellied Eagle Owls are predominantly nocturnal, but will on 

occasion hunt by day.  
 These species are found to be distributed across India, Sri Lanka, 

Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, China, Thailand, Laos, 

Cambodia and Vietnam. 
 In India, the bird species is distributed in the states of Tamil Nadu, 

Kerala, Goa, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura and 
Mizoram. 

 The bird makes a strange scream similar to humans and it is hence 
called the ‘Ghost of the Forest’ in India and ‘Devil Bird’ in Sri Lanka. 
Conservation Status 

 IUCN red list status: Least Concern 
 WPA, 1972: Schedule IV protection 

 CITES: Appendix II protection 
 

2. Bar-headed geese 

 Forest mobile squad of Mysore raided the farmhouse of sandal actor 
Darshan near Kempaiah Hundi of T Narasipura taluk in Mysore 

district.  
 They have booked cases against him, his wife and the manager of the 

farm for housing four 'bar-headed geese' at his farm.  

 Police have booked a case under Sections 9, 39 and 51 of the Wild Life 
Protection Act 1972 and WildLife (Protection) Amendment Act 2022. 

  If proven guilty, they can be imprisoned for a period of up to three 

years. 
 Bhaskar said that other animals imported from foreign countries can 

be kept if the person has the ownership certificate.  
 Darshan has been asked to produce this certificate.  

Bar-headed goose 
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 The bar-headed goose (Anser indicus) is a goose that breeds in Central 
Asia in colonies of thousands near mountain lakes and winters in 

South Asia, as far south as peninsular India.  
 It lays three to eight eggs at a time in a ground nest. It is known for 

the extreme altitudes it reaches when migrating across the Himalayas. 
Conservation Status: 

 IUCN conservation status of bar-headed goose is classified as ‘Least 

concern’ 
 They are listed in Schedule 2 of the Wild Life Protection Act,1972. 
 Animals under this list are also accorded high protection with the 

prohibition on their trade.Offences under these are prescribed the 
highest penalties. 

 

 

 

1. ISRO likely to push Venus mission ‘Shukrayaan I’ to 2031 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has said that the 

organisation was yet to receive approval from the Union government 
for the Venus mission and that the mission could as a result be 
postponed to 2031. 

 ISRO’s Venus mission, Shukrayaan I, was expected to be launched in 
December 2024. The idea was born in 2012. Five years later, ISRO 
commenced preliminary studies after the Department of Space 

received a 23% increase in the 2017-18 Budget. 
 Shukrayaan I will be an orbiter mission. Its scientific payloads 

currently include a high-resolution synthetic aperture radar and a 
ground-penetrating radar. The mission is expected to study Venus’s 
geological and volcanic activity, emissions on the ground, wind speed, 

cloud cover, and other planetary characteristics from an elliptical 
orbit. 
Venus Missions of other Countries 

 The U.S. and the European space agencies had Venus missions 
planned for 2031 — referring to VERITAS and EnVision, respectively 

— while “China might go anytime: 2026, 2027, whenever they want to 
go”. 

 

2. India International Science Festival 
 The 8th edition of the India International Science Festival (IISF) was 

inaugurated at the Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology 
(MANIT), Bhopal, on January 21, 2023. 

 The theme of the four-day festival is Marching towards Amrit Kaal 

with Science, Technology, and Innovation. 
 The theme of the mission is aligned with Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi’s vision to build a self-reliant India and is also aligned with the 
G20 vision, which is Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam or “One Earth· One 
Family · One Future”, Secretary for Department of Biotechnology, 

Rajesh Gokhale said at the event.  

Science and Technology 
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 Moving forward, the country should focus on the sustainability of 
start-ups and inclusivity. 

 Ajay Sood, principal scientific adviser to the Government of India, 
noted that India is committed to working towards reaching net zero by 

2070. 
 “It will also drive innovation in the years to come. We have to bring in 

technologies, green solutions for manufacturing, a circular economy, 

waste to wealth, clean energy, and the like,” he said at the event. 
 More than 2,500 school students from across India have been invited 

to attend the festival. Additionally, the festival will feature Biotech and 

Agri-tech start-ups. Also, smart and knowledge toys made by local 
artisans at IISF will also be on display. 

 

 

 

1. India, Russia begins manufacturing of AK-203 assault rifles in 
U.P.’s Amethi 

 
 The joint venture between India and Russia, Indo-Russian Rifles 

Private Limited (IRRPL), has started producing AK-203 Kalashnikov 

assault rifles at Korwa in Uttar Pradesh.  
 The first batch of 5,000 rifles would be delivered to the Army by March 

2023. 

 Korwa Ordnance Factory in Amethi has produced the first batch of 
7.62 mm Kalashnikov AK-203 assault rifles. The beginning of 

deliveries to the Indian Army is expected soon. 
 The contract for over six lakh AK-203 rifles would be executed by the 

joint venture over a period of 128 months or close to 10 years. 

 Out of this, 70,000 is to come up in a matter of 32 months wherein 
the indigenous content is required to be in the range of 5% to 70%. 

Subsequently, we will have a completely indigenous AK-203. 
 

 

 

 

Defence and Security 
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1. India can lead efforts to find new TB vaccine, says former WHO 
scientist 

 Soumya Swaminathan, former chief scientist at the World Health 
Organization (WHO) delivered an oration on “Towards Health Equity — 
a vision for India”, organized to mark the 25th year commemoration of 

REACH, a NGO working in the area of TB. 
Details 

 Raising the need to develop a new vaccine for tuberculosis, she said 

India, considering its accelerated timeline for TB elimination, should 
be in the lead.  

 She also called on scientists and researchers around the country as 
well as globally to come together to develop a better vaccine. 

 The National TB prevalence survey — conducted by Indian Council of 

Medical Research (ICMR) and WHO — were worrying.  
 Considering the country’s goal of achieving TB elimination by 2025, 

the prevalence was 300 per 1,00,000, bacteriologically confirmed TB 
cases. 

 Our prevalence is very high, and Tamil Nadu’s prevalence is 322 per 

1,00,000 for all forms of TB. The death rate is around 4%-5%, while it 
is 6% in T.N. Diabetes, alcohol and TB are very high in T.N. compared 
to the national average. 

 In India, the main risk factor for TB is undernutrition. “This is why TB 
incidence is higher in lower economic groups, especially in tribal and 

remote rural areas and in the urban poor. How do we address this? 
Why is the TB rate four times more among this group?” she said. 

 Outlining learnings from the prevalence survey, she said, “First, we 

can start a massive active case finding programme using X-ray. 
Second, we need to use more molecular tests.  
Way Forward 

 TB is still a challenge. But with new strategies and ‘END TB’ goal, 
recognition and inclusion of the community, we think this is the best 

time in the history of TB control to redirect, change our outlook and 
achieve our common goal of creating a TB-free world. 

 We need a new vaccine, better diagnostics and point of care. Why 

can’t we have a rapid test for TB like we have for COVID-19?....The 
technology, science, researchers and companies are there. I think 

what is needed is a call, a mission to come together,” she said. 
 The BCG vaccine is 100 years old. Though developing a TB vaccine is 

not going to be easy, with the right investment and collaboration, it is 

possible to make progress. 
 

2. Dr. Reddy’s wraps up clinical studies of rituximab biosimilar 

 Drugmaker Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories said it has successfully 
completed the full set of clinical studies of its proposed rituximab 

biosimilar candidate DRL_RI.  

Health 
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 Completion of the studies takes the firm closer to filing in regulated 
markets such as the U.S., Europe and other regions.  

 The company is developing DRL_RI as a biosimilar of monoclonal 
antibody rituximab, used in the treatment of certain autoimmune 

diseases and cancer. 
 

 

 

1. Gill becomes fastest Indian to complete 1,000 ODI runs 

 
 It took 19 innings for Shubman Gill to complete 1,000 runs in the 

ODIs making him the fastest Indian to reach the mark, surpassing 

Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan.  
 The 23-year-old achieved this feat in the first ODI against New 

Zealand. Mr. Gill also became the joint second-fastest to 1,000 runs in 

terms of innings alongside Pakistan’s Imam Ul Haq.  
 

 

 

1. 75th Army Day 

 75th Army Day celebration was held on January 15 in Bengaluru 
 @This is for the first time that the event is being conducted out of the 

National capital.  
Background 

 Field Marshal K M Cariappa who took command of the Indian Army 

from General Sir Francis Roy Bucher in 1949 hails from Karnataka 
and celebrating the Army Day at the native state of India’s first 
Commander in Chief post Independence is a matter of pride.  

 The Chief of the Army Staff, General Manoj Pande will lay a wreath at 
the Madras Engineering Group War memorial on that day and review 

the Army Day parade by eight marching contingents including a horse 
mounted contingent. 

 Five regimental brass bands will be part of the parade. The Chief of 

the Army Staff will present gallantry awards for individual acts of 
bravery and sacrifice.  

Sports 
 

Important Days 
 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 There will also be a fly past by Dhruv and Rudra helicopters.  
 Various weapon systems including K9 Vajra Self Propelled guns, 

Pinaka rockets, T-90 tanks, BMP-2 Infantry fighting vehicles, 
Tunguska Air Defence system, 155mm Bofors guns, Swathi radar and 

different assault bridges will be on static display.  
 

 

 
1. Theme of this year’s show is ‘History of Bengaluru city’ 

 
 The ‘History of Bengaluru city’ has been chosen as the theme for this 

year’s Republic Day Flower Show at Lalbagh Botanical Garden, 
organised by the Horticulture Department, which will be inaugurated 
on January 20 by Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai at the Glass 

House.  
 The curtains will come down on January 30. 

 To provide a glimpse into 1500 years of history, the artwork within the 
Glass House will reflect several important milestones of Bengaluru.  

 Along with ‘Giri Durga’, a concept which symbolizes the city, which 

was built on Durga, the exhibits will have replicas of Beguru 
inscription, which first mention the name Bengaluru, the 300-million-
year-old Labagh rock, Roman era coin artefacts, Dodda Basavanna 

and Kadu Malleswara temples, art work of Vidhana Soudha, among 
others. 

 Various flowers like anthurium, lily, gerbera, sevanthige, orchids and 
carnations will be used in installations.  

 An exhibition, which will include hundreds of artefacts, depicting the 

history of Bengaluru will be set up behind the Glass House, near the 
Java fig trees. This kind of exhibition is being organized for the first 

time during the flower show.    
 

2. VISP, symbol of early industrialisation of State, may be on its last 

legs 
 Visvesvaraya Iron and Steel Plant (VISP) at Bhadravati in Shivamogga 

district, a symbol of early industrialisation of Karnataka with a history 

of 105 years, may be on its last legs. According to its employees, the 

State News 
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board of Steel Authority of India Ltd. (SAIL) has taken a decision to 
close the VISP unit. 

 The then Mysore king Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar set up the unit in 
1918, as per the advice of Dewan Sir M. Visvesvaraya. Once a thriving 

industry, the unit currently has 211 permanent employees and 1,340 
workers on contract basis. 

 In recent years, production came down, resulting in losses. The 

number of employees was reduced. At one time, the unit employed 
12,000 people. The VISP has got 1,660 acres of land and 4,250 
quarters. Now, the VISP township is vacant. 
Background 

 The VISP was set up as Mysore Wood Distillation and Iron Works on 

January 18, 1918.  
 It commenced pig iron production in a charcoal blast furnace in 1923. 

The unit produced 60 tonnes of pig iron a day.  

 Mild steel production was started in 1936. In the same year, its name 
was changed to Mysore Iron & Steel Works.  

 The production of ferro alloys began in 1942. Production capacity was 
increased in 1962. 

 As a tribute to its founder, the company was renamed Visvesaraya 

Iron and Steel Plant in 1976. The plant was merged with SAIL in 
December 1998. 

 

3. Cadaver organ donations: Karnataka ranks second after 
Telangana in country 

 
 Cadaveric organ donation in Karnataka is catching up fast with 151 

donations in 2022.  

 With this, Karnataka has facilitated the second highest number of 
cadaver organ donations in India after Telangana, where 194 

donations have happened.  
 Gujarat follows Karnataka with 147 donations.  

Jeevasarthakathe 

 This is the first time that organ donations in Karnataka have gone 
beyond 105 since the inception of the erstwhile Zonal Coordination 
Committee of Karnataka (ZCCK) for organ transplantation in 2007.  

 The State had recorded 105 donations in 2019. 
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 In 2017, ZCCK was registered as a society and named as 
Jeevasarthakathe, the State’s nodal agency that facilitates 

cadaveric organ donations.  

 On September 5, 2022, the Union Health Ministry officially recognised 

Jeevasarthakathe as the State Organ and Tissue Transplant 
Organisation (SOTTO) and allocated Central funds of ₹84 lakh.  
Logistic challenges 

 To further improve, we must make transplant available to patients in 
tier II and tier III cities. It will avoid logistic challenges of organ 
transport and allow patients to receive life saving care closer to 

home.              
 

4. Proposal to reduce age for consumption of liquor to 18 withdrawn 
  In the light of objections raised by public and associations over the 

proposal to reduce the age limit for purchase and consumption of 

alcohol in the State from 21 years to 18 years, the State government 
withdrew the notification. 

 The government had recently issued draft rules to amend the 
Karnataka Excise (General Conditions of Licenses) Rules, 1967, 
reducing the age limit for purchase and consumption of alcohol to 18 

years. 
 The amendment was proposed to overcome an ambiguity in law. While 

Section 36 (1) of the Karnataka Excise Act, 1965, prohibited sale of 

liquor to persons under 18 years, Rule 10 (1) (e) of the Karnataka 
Excise (General Conditions of Licenses) Rules, 1967, prohibited the 

sale of liquor to persons below 21 years.  
 The changes had been sought after a high-level committee set up to 

identify and eliminate redundant aspects of law suggested reduction 

of age to 18. 
 

5. Enrolment in schools improves, but learning level drops: ASER 

2022 

 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 At a time when the enrolment in schools has improved, the reading 
level of students has further dropped in the State, according to the 

Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2022. 
Key Findings 

 Key findings of the report for Karnataka rural stated that closure of 
schools during the pandemic did not impact enrolment of students in 
the State.  

 The enrollment figures jumped from 99.3% in 2018 to 99.8% in 2022.  
 When it came to government-run schools, in the category of students 

of age 6 to 14, enrolment jumped from 69.9% to 72.6% during the 

same period.  
 In another positive development, the proportion of girls who were not 

enrolled dropped from 1.2% in 2018 to 0.4%. 
 In the pre-primary age group, enrolment of children of 3 and 4 years 

jumped by more than 6% and 12% respectively. 
Advancement in Education 

 The report states that the percentage of children in class 3 in 

government and private schools, who can read class 2 level, dropped 
from 19.3% in 2018 to 8.6% in 2022.  

 The decline is visible in both government and private schools. 

Performance of girls (9.6%) in reading level was better than boys 
(7.5%). 

 In the category of class 5, students who could read class 2 level text 

dropped from 46.21% to 30.2% in the same period.  
 When it came to class 8, the percentage of students able to read class 

2 textbooks dropped from 70.5% to 59.9 % . 
 The arithmetic test, conducted for students of class 3, revealed that 

ability to do the subtraction dropped from 26.4% to 22.2%. The ability 

to do division among students of class 5 dropped from 20.5% to 13.3 
%. 

 In the assessment of English reading ability - to read capital letters, 

small letters, simple three-letter words, and short essays - Karnataka 
students performed better than the national average. 

 
6. KSRTC to start ‘Business Intelligence Dashboard’ to bring 

transparency 

 To bring transparency and efficiency among employees, the Karnataka 
State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) will start a ‘Business 

Intelligence Dashboard’  

 The dashboard will give information on bus schedules, regularity, 
traffic revenue, off road vehicles and breakdown details on a daily 

basis, which can be viewed by passengers also. 
 A intelligence dashboard is a data visualisation and analysis tool 

developed by Karnataka government’s Centre for Smart Governance 

(CSG) which displays on screen the status of the corporation’s key 
performance indicators and other important metrics and data points 

for the KSRTC and its depots. 
 People can check depot and division wise bus details and this system 

will help the KSRTC employees to have transparency and efficiency.  
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 The dashboard software will have a customisable interface where even 
the details of the depot-wise accident details and also passengers' use 

will be updated on the dashboard. 
 

7. State firm flies India’s first drone in underground mines 
 Bengaluru-based technology-driven mining services company, 

Squadrone, has become the first Indian firm to fly autonomous 

drones in underground mines in the country.  

 Squadrone successfully completed a Proof of Concept at Hindustan 
Zinc Ltd.’s (Vedanta) underground mines in Udaipur. 
Significance 

 The company said the success of this project had proved that the 

application of drone-based Hovermap LiDAR technology would bring 
about a huge transformation in the way underground mines are 
worked in India and would make a huge difference in the life of every 

miner in India with enhanced safety, productivity, and higher 
efficiency. 

 This technology can be used to improve safety and reduce risks, 
resulting in more efficient, cost-effective, and smart mining 
operations.  

 
8. ‘Heritage panel nod crucial for works on Chamundi Hills’ 

 
 The citizens’ committee to save Chamundi Hills has resolved to press 

for clearance from the heritage committee before the implementation 

of development works at the hilltop under Pilgrimage Rejuvenation 
and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) 

 The PRASHAD scheme is a Union government project and 
infrastructure works worth ₹49.5 crore will be taken up ostensibly for 
providing amenities to the tourists. 
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Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation 
Drive (PRASHAD) 

 The Government of India launched the PRASAD scheme in the year 
2014-2015 under the Ministry of Tourism. 

 This scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites 
across India for enriching the religious tourism experience.  

 It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations in a prioritised, planned 

and sustainable manner to provide a complete religious tourism 
experience. The growth of domestic tourism hugely depends on 
pilgrimage tourism.  

 To tap the potential of pilgrimage tourism, there is a need for holistic 
development of the selected pilgrimage destinations by the government 

along with the cooperation of other stakeholders. 
 The PRASAD scheme aims at paving the way for the development and 

promotion of religious tourism in India. 

 
9. Nomadic families in north Karnataka to be given ‘Hakku Patra’ 

 52,000 nomadic Lambani families in north Karnataka, to be given a 
land title deed as part of the ‘Hakku Patra’ (land title deed) 
distribution drive.  

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi distributed ‘Hakku Patra’ to couples 
during the drive’s launch. This will secure the future of thousands of 
people.  

 Notably, a Hakku Patra in Kannada means “Claim Letter”. The words 
“Hakku” mean “the right”. A legal document known as a “Hakku 

Patra” details a person’s legitimate inheritance or ownership of a 
particular property. 

 This Hakku Patra will secure the future of thousands of people living 

in the “ Thandas “ (Lambani habitats) in Kalaburagi, Bidar, Yadgiri, 
Raichur and Vijayapura districts. 

 It’s a big day for the people of Banjara (Lambani nomadic) community 

as over 50,000 people will get their own roof by way of Hakku Patra 
 

10. Dasoha Day to be celebrated in novel way in February: CM 
 Dasoha Day will be celebrated across the State in a unique way in 

February.     month, said Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai.  

 The government had earlier announced that the birth anniversary of 
Shivakumar Swami of Siddangaga Mutt will be celebrated as Dasoha 

Day. 
 Talking to reporters in Tumakuru before attending the fourth ‘Punya 

Smarane’ of the seer at the mutt, the Chief Minister ruled out giving a 

holiday since both Basavanna and Shivakumar Swami had 
propagated that ‘Kayaka’ (work) is worship.  

 Mr. Bommai said the seer did Dasoha by providing free food, 

healthcare, education, and shelter to children and the tradition was 
being continued by the mutt. 
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11. At last, plan for biomining of legacy waste in Hubballi-Dharwad 
gets govt's nod 

 Hubballi-Dharwad Mahanagara Palike (HDMP) had submitted a 
proposal to the State government for taking up biomining to clear the 

legacy waste in the twin cities a year back.  
 As legacy waste is not just causing problems to the residents in areas 

adjacent to garbage dumping yards, and is also linked with 

environment pollution, biomining has been a much-awaited solution.  
 Now the plan has got approval from the government now, and large 

heaps of waste collected at the garbage dumping yards in the twin 

cities are expected to be cleared in less than two years. 
Details 

 It’s the Rs 30.14 crore project to excavate the legacy waste collected 
for around 40 years, and to segregate them for conversion and reuse.  

 The project is being funded by the Union government, State 

government, and the HDMP, while grants under the 15th Finance 
Commission, and Swachh Bharat Mission would also be utilised. 

 The process of biomining of legacy waste would include stages like 
excavation, stabilisation, and sorting.  

o The excavated waste would be kept for 28 days after adding 

bioculture.  
o Combustible waste would be converted into refuse-derived fuel 

(RDF) which would be used by cement factories, while bio-soil 

would be used as manure.  
o The inert waste which would remain after the segregation would 

be shifted to the landfill site. 
 
12. Karnataka stands 14th in justice delivery: India Justice Report 

 Karnataka fell to 14th rank in 2020 from 6th rank in 2019 in terms of 
the overall justice delivery system, as per the India Justice Report 
released in Bengaluru.  

 The problems that could have led to the drop in overall ranking, which 
included incomplete data. The police section’s rise to the first rank to 

the successive cultural and social ethos carried forward by the 
department. 

 Despite good rankings, Karnataka still has a long way to go in terms 

of women’s representation in the civil police force, as it was just 12.34 
per cent in 2020. There were 600 women sub-inspectors (SI) in 1,054 

police stations, while there were 453 stations without women SIs.  
 While the religion-wise data was not available, data showed that the 

SC/ST/OBC representation in the Karnataka police force was 

excellent. She highlighted the need to increase the training budget 
and increase the number of stations 

 The report highlighted people’s lack of satisfaction with policing. The 

survey also highlighted perceptions of religious and caste biases 
among people and the police. 49 per cent of the surveyed police 

believed that Muslims were prone to committing crimes. 
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Way Forward 

 There is a need for more research on why caste biases were still 

perceived even though SC, ST and OBCs form more than 90 per cent 
of the police force. 

 Karnataka has everything needed to ensure speedy justice. In the last 
three years, eight forensic labs and mobile labs have been set up. 
There are also scientifically trained officers to collect evidence from 

crime scenes. 
 

13. CM Bommai declares next 10 years as 'decade of irrigation' 

 Bommai spoke at an event to mark the foundation stone laying for a 
slew of development works, including the modernisation of 

Narayanpur Left Bank Canal (NLBC), at Kodekal in Hunasagi taluk. 
 Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai announced that the next 10 

years will be declared as Neeravari Dashaka (irrigation decade) 

during which special impetus would be given to major projects to 
bring 10 lakh hectares of dry land under irrigation. 

 The state has set a target of bringing 40.66 lakh hectares under 
irrigation. So far, 30 lakh hectares have been covered under irrigation 
and the remaining 10.66 lakh hectares of dry land will be brought 

under irrigation in the next 10 years. The double-engine government 
will pump in adequate funds to achieve the target.  

 Claiming that NLBC is Asia’s largest SCADA-enabled project under 

Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme (AIBP). 
 The GIS-based supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) crest 

gates for NLBC will help in judicious and effective use of water. The 
technology will ensure water reaches the tail-end fields in the parched 
Vijayapura, Kalaburagi and Yadgir districts. 

 The technology will take water from NLBC to all branch canals in Indi, 
Jewargi, Shahpur and Mudabal taluks. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1. There is hardly any autonomy at the panchayat level 
 Recently a few sarpanchs from the incumbent Bhartiya Rashtra 

Samiti (BRS) — Telangana’s ruling Telangana Rashtra Samithi now 
renamed as the BRS — resigned from office and voiced their anger at 
not receiving government funds for nearly a year. 

 Sarpanchs alleged that the failure of the State government to release 
funds in time has forced them to utilise either private resources or 
borrow large amounts to complete panchayat activities and meet 

various targets. 
Details 

Mains 
 

Public Administration 
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 More than three decades after the 73rd and 74th Amendment Acts, 
which gave constitutional status to local governments, State 

governments, through the local bureaucracy, continue to exercise 
considerable discretionary authority and influence over panchayats.  

 In India, the powers of local elected officials (such as these sarpanchs 
in Telangana) remain seriously circumscribed by State governments 
and local bureaucrats in multiple ways, thereby diluting the spirit of 

the constitutional amendments seeking to empower locally elected 
officials. 

 The sarpanchs need to have administrative or financial autonomy for 

meaningful decentralisation. 
The issue of funding 

 Gram panchayats remain fiscally dependent on grants (both 
discretionary and non-discretionary grants) from the State and the 
Centre for everyday activities.  

 Broadly, panchayats have three main sources of funds — their own 
sources of revenue (local taxes, revenue from common property 

resources, etc.), grants in aid from the Centre and State governments, 
and discretionary or scheme-based funds.  

 Their own sources of revenue (both tax and non-tax) constitute a tiny 

proportion of overall panchayat funds. 
 Further, access to discretionary grants for panchayats remains 

contingent on political and bureaucratic connections. 

 Even when higher levels of government allocate funds to local 
governments, sarpanchs need help accessing them. An inordinate 

delay in transferring approved funds to panchayat accounts stalls 
local development.  
The taxing process of seeking approvals 

 State governments also bind local governments’ through the local 
bureaucracy.  

 Approval for public works projects often requires technical approval 

(from the engineering department) and administrative approval from 
local officials of the rural development department, such as the block 

development officer, a tedious process for sarpanchs that requires 
paying multiple visits to government offices.  
The shadow of bureaucrats 

 Unlike elected officials at other levels, sarpanchs can be dismissed 
while in office. \Gram Panchayat Acts in many States have 

empowered district-level bureaucrats, mostly district Collectors, to act 
against sarpanchs for official misconduct.  

 This is not merely a legal provision. Across the country, there are 

regular instances of bureaucrats deciding to dismiss sarpanchs from 
office.  
Way Forward 

 There is a need to remind the State governments to re-examine the 
provisions of their respective Gram Panchayat laws and consider 

greater devolution of funds, functions, and functionaries to local 
governments.  
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 State-level politicians and government officials resist giving sarpanchs 
power because they feel that sarpanchs will misuse funds allocated to 

a village. This is a case of the pot calling the kettle black.  
 India has limited decentralisation because if local governments get 

genuine autonomy to allocate the monies, power will shift from the 
MLAs and State government-controlled bureaucracy to the sarpanch. 

 

2. The conflict behind eco-sensitive zones 
 Ecologically sensitive zones (ESZ) are intended to safeguard ‘protected 

areas’ — national parks and wildlife sanctuaries — by transitioning 

from an area of lower protection to an area of higher protection.  
 However, the creation of these zones has provoked protests in Kerala 

and some other regions, in a precursor to what is likely to emerge in 
other parts of the country. 
Protected Areas 

 Protected areas cover 5.26% of India’s land area as 108 national parks 
and 564 wildlife sanctuaries.  

 They are notified under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972.  
 Protected areas do away with even those activities permitted in 

‘reserve forests’, where the rights of forest-dependent communities — 

those residing on and/or accessing forest land — are extinguished, 
unless specifically allowed. 
Criticism 

 However, this rights-negating ‘fortress conservation model’, has come 
under repeated criticism from conservation scientists, bringing in the 

Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition 
of Forest Rights) Act 2006 which is also known as the Forest Rights 
Act (FRA).  

 FRA recognises the customary and traditional rights (both individual 
and collective) of forest-dwellers on forest land, including in protected 
areas. 
What are ESZs? 

 Surrounding protected areas is a region of more than 1,11,000 sq. km 

— or 3.4% percent of the country’s land — which falls under the ESZ 
regime.  

 Governments have notified 341 ESZs in 29 States and five Union 

territories, while another 85 ESZs are awaiting notification.  
 Together, protected areas and ESZs cover 8.66% of India’s land area. 

 The ESZs span notified forests outside protected areas, most of which 
could also come under gram sabhas’ jurisdiction under the FRA.  

 The extent of ESZs from the boundary of a protected area ranges from 

0 to as much as 45.82 km (in Pin Valley National Park, Himachal 
Pradesh). Fifteen States have ESZs exceeding 10 km. 
Main Concerns 

 Significantly, parts of the ESZs in ten States — Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana — fall 
within the Scheduled Areas notified under the Fifth Schedule of the 
Constitution.  
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 Such Scheduled Areas cover over 11% of the country’s land area and 
are thickly forested and mountainous.  

 They are preponderantly populated by Scheduled Tribe groups and 
are notified by the President under Article 244 where the Provisions of 

the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA) 1996 apply.  
 The PESA recognises habitation-level gram sabhas to be competent to 

safeguard and preserve community resources on forest and revenue 

lands in Scheduled Areas. 
 However, the MoEFCC has shown no inclination to amend the Indian 

Forest Act 1927, the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and the 

Environment (Protection) Act 1986 (under which ESZs are notified) to 
comply with the PESA and FRA.  

 In fact, in the Forest Conservation Rules, compliance with the FRA, 
recognition of forest rights and the gram sabha’s consent were 
preconditions for considering proposals to divert forest land for non-

forestry purposes — until the MoEFCC did away with them in 2022.  
 The Ministry has also overlooked demands by the National 

Commission for Scheduled Tribes to restore the erstwhile FRA 
compliance procedure. 
Reasons for the Protests 

 On June 3, 2022, the Supreme Court gave directions on ESZs.  
 First, the Court said that the MoEFCC guidelines are also to be 

implemented in the area proposed in the draft notification awaiting 

finalisation and within a 10-km radius of yet-to-be-proposed protected 
areas. The Court also allowed States to increase or decrease the 

minimum width of ESZs.  
 Secondly, the Court vested the powers to ensure compliance with the 

guidelines with the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (PCCF) and 

the Home Secretary of the State/UT. The PCCF was to make a list of 
all structures within the ESZs and report it to the Supreme Court 
within three months (this is yet to be done).  

 The Court also ordered that no new permanent structure could come 
up for any purpose within an ESZ. 

 This effectively meant that all the activities permitted by the guidelines 
and which are already being carried out can continue only if the PCCF 
grants permission, and that too within six months of the court’s order. 

This period has already expired.  
 Additionally, the Court’s directions have put the lives of many people 

in the hands of the PCCF — whose authority now extends beyond the 
forest to revenue lands falling within an ESZ. This has led to protests 
in Kerala. 

 The new structures that are banned could include electric poles, 
buildings, walls, roads and bridges. Millions of forest-dwellers living 
on forest land and on the fringes of forests are the most affected.  

 After having been denied forest rights, they are now also denied better 
public infrastructure. The government and the judiciary need to 

reconcile laws, reaffirm democratic governance, and protect the 
environment and as well as livelihoods. 
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3. Three years on, Ayushman Bharat School Health and Wellness 
Programme has less than 50% uptake 

 It has been nearly three years since the School Health and Wellness 
Programme was launched under the Ayushman Bharat scheme, and 

so far only 15 States have started the weekly 40-minute classroom 
sessions with students. 
Details 

 A crucial cog in implementing the programme for middle, secondary, 
and senior secondary grades across government and government-
aided schools are health and wellness ambassadors (HWAs). 

 Two teachers, preferably one male and one female, in every school are 
to be designated as the HWAs, says the National Health Mission 

website. They are meant to be trained at the State level, to impart 
health promotion and disease prevention information in a joyful and 
interesting manner, according to the operational guidelines of the 

Ministry. 
Far from target 

 As of December 2022, only 71 of 766 districts have achieved 100% 
HWA training targets, according to Ministry data. Only four States and 
Union Territories — Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim, Chandigarh and Dadra 

and Nagar Haveli — have achieved 100% coverage.  
 Some States are on the road to achieving targets, such as Rajasthan 

(99%), Uttarakhand (97%), and Haryana (92%). 

 In 2022-23, over 300 districts are targeted to be covered across 36 
States and Union Territories. 

 In Chhattisgarh and West Bengal, the number of HWAs trained is at 
8% and 9%, respectively. The States such as Uttar Pradesh (29%), 
Karnataka (31%), Andaman and Nicobar Islands (32%) and Madhya 

Pradesh (34%) have also not met targets. 
Challenges 

 The Health Ministry has been facing various challenges in 

implementing the programme. One major hindrance is that teachers 
at government schools are overworked. In Delhi, for instance, the 

programme syllabus is in addition to the Happiness Curriculum, Desh 
Bhakti Curriculum, and Entrepreneurship Mindset Curriculum that 
schools are implementing. 

 Moreover, not all States have set aside the weekly time slot in the 
classroom schedule to conduct these programmes. There is no formal 

reporting structure or accountability to ensure that the syllabus is 
implemented. 

 The challenge is conducting adequate teacher training programmes 

while maintaining quality. In most schools, it is viewed as an 
additional activity and teachers who are on the verge of retirement are 
allocated the HWA responsibility. 

 
4. India’s plan to eradicate measles, rubella 

 India had set a target to eliminate measles and rubella (MR) by 2023, 
having missed the earlier deadline of 2020, due to a variety of reasons, 
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exacerbated by disruptions due to the pandemic. An earlier target that 
was set for 2015 was also missed.  

 It was in 2019 that India adopted the goal of measles and rubella 
elimination by 2023, anticipating that the 2020 goal could not be 

reached. 
Importance of Preventing Measles and Rubella (MR) 

 The measles virus is one of the world’s most contagious human 

viruses that kills more than 1,00,000 children every year globally, and 
rubella is a leading vaccine-preventable cause of birth defects, 
according to the World Health Organization (WHO).  

 Both measles and rubella can be prevented by just two doses of a safe 
and effective vaccine.  

 Over the past two decades, the measles vaccine is estimated to have 
averted more than 30 million deaths globally, as per the WHO’s 
statistics.  

 In both diseases, the symptoms are a rash and fever. While measles 
has a high fatality rate, rubella infection in a pregnant woman will 

have an impact on the foetus, resulting in birth defects. 
Outbreak in 2022 

 From October 2022, an outbreak of measles in Maharashtra, 

particularly Mumbai, had the authorities worried.  
 As per media reports at least 15 children died among several 

hundreds who contracted the infection. 
Initiatives to achieve targets 

 During 2010–2013, India conducted a phased measles catch-up 

immunisation for children aged 9 months–10 years in 14 States, 
vaccinating approximately 119 million children. 

 Mission Indradhanush was launched in 2014 to ramp up vaccinating 

the unvaccinated population.  
 During 2017–2021, India adopted a national strategic plan for 

measles and rubella elimination, and introduced rubella-containing 

vaccine (RCV) into the routine immunisation programme. 
 A nationwide measles-rubella supplementary immunisation activity 

(SIA) catch-up campaign was also launched. It also transitioned from 
outbreak-based surveillance to case-based acute fever and rash 
surveillance, and more than doubled the number of laboratories in the 

measles-rubella network. 
Way Forward  

 Each district should be given a target to achieve the required rate of 
immunisation, conduct a robust fever and rash surveillance 
programme, besides testing for MR. By monitoring the progress, the 

districts that are stragglers in implementing the immunisation, can be 
helped along, with additional inputs. 

 It is important to provide full support to the ground level staff who 

implement the programme — the village health nurses, ASHA 
(accredited social health activists) workers, anganwadi and ICDS 

(Integrated Child Development Services) workers. There is a need to 
improve their service conditions, and make sure salaries are not 
pending for months. 



                                                                                         

 
  OPP SHOPPER CITY SHOP, CHANDRA LAYOUT BANGALORE.    DAILY QUIZ   -//t.me /crispycurrentaffairs         

                        COURSES / STUDY MATERIAL -   www.credenceias.com      ENQUIRY   9654506161 

 

 While targets will be easier to achieve in States such as Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, thanks to the robust immunisation infrastructure, in the 

other States, additional efforts should be taken to work towards 
achieving the target. 

 The WHO has expressed hope that India could indeed reach the 
target. “India can reach MR elimination goals if we strengthen 
surveillance by finding, investigating, and collecting and testing a 

sample for every suspected case, in each district in every State and 
UT. Experts underlined the importance of being thorough in public 
health outreach.  
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